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For When It 
Matters Most
The West Point Antiterrorism and Force Protection Exercise involved 
dozens of installation and local agencies working together in an active-
shooter scenario. This year’s exercise also included the participation 
of nearly three-quarters of the Corps of Cadets, reacting to an incident 
on the Plain during a graduation parade. While most of the high 
visibility activity occurred throughout the week, the exercise itself is 
nearly a year’s worth of planning, training and preparing. For story and 
photos, see Pages 3 and 8.                                                     miKe STraSSer/PV
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They’re Back: Beware of the Bears
news & Features

By Chris Pray
Natural Resources Branch Chief

Spring is finally here, and along with the 
flowers and singing birds will come the other 
sure sign of warmer weather—bears in the trash.

The Eastern Black Bear at one time was a 
very rare sight at West Point. About 100 years 
ago, a sighting would have been a newsworthy 
event and published in the papers, but the 
population has recovered in the Northeast and 
they are now common. 

The Natural Resources Branch estimates 
that there are between 10-to-15 bears on or 
near the reservation at any given time. Some 
of these are old wise residents; others are 
itinerant juveniles passing through looking for 
a permanent home range. 

Of the two it is the inexperienced youngster 
most likely to be tempted by trash, but either 
bear can become a nuisance if easy food 
resources bring them into close contact with 
humans. 

For those unaccustomed to seeing a bear 
outside of a zoo, finding one in the yard can be 
a bit startling. However, below are some hints 
to help manage the problem for you and your 
neighbors. 

The key is to act early and consistently. 
Bears have no interest in us other than the food 
we leave around. No food, no bears. Never 
intentionally feed bears. 

This habituates them to people and links 
humans with food in their minds—an extremely 
dangerous association. Most aggressive bears 
have a history of rewarding human interaction. 
Feeding bears is illegal for this reason.

For a bear, trash is often the most efficient 
way to gather calories and, once established, 
the trash habit is a hard one to break. Bears 
like sweet, greasy and smelly foods. Items of 
particular interest are bakery goods, bacon 
grease, rotten meat scraps, soda or juices 
containers and dirty diapers.

Household garbage should be stored in such 
a manner that it is not easy to access, such as 
inside the garage and only put out the morning 
of pickup rather than the night before. Hinged 
garbage bins stored outside can be well secured 
with rope or ratcheting tie-down straps wrapped 
top to bottom. 

Make sure all recyclables in recycle bins 
are thoroughly washed if stored outdoors, and 
do not allow a large amount of cans and bottles 
to accumulate. 

Bears are often interested in compost piles. 

If you are composting food scraps, manage your 
compost to minimize odor, consider a sealed 
composter, and be aware of animals visiting the 
compost. Suspend activities if any sign, such as 
digging, is noted.

For trash disposed in open top dumpsters, 
add a half of a cup of ammonia to the bag prior 
to sealing to make it unpalatable. 

Bears, raccoons and feral cats really hate 
the smell and will avoid treated bags. Where 
possible, compactors should be utilized. Off-
post, bear-proof dumpsters are in place, but they 
are only useful if closed and latched. 

Aside from trash, most homes have other 
attractants. For instance, pet food will be readily 
consumed. If pets are fed outdoors, bring any 
unused food inside nightly. Bird seed is another 
favorite. 

Birds do not require supplemental food in 
the spring and summer, and all feeders should 
be emptied and all fallen feed raked up. Keep 
barbecue grills clean by burning off residual 
meats and grease after cooking. 

Fruit trees and gardens may bring in bears 
in the summer and fall, so harvest your crops 

and clean up windfallen fruit if bears are around.
In spite of all efforts, bears will wander onto 

the cantonment this summer. Nuisance bears 
are generally managed by hazing. Capture-and- 
relocate or culling of nuisance bears presents 
very specific hazards and is only done in 
extreme cases. 

In general, bears are hazed with pyrotechnics, 
pepper spray and an aggressive attitude. The 
idea is to educate the bear so that it associates 
humans not with easy food resources, but 
with scary and uncomfortable experiences. 

Hazing only works if the bear sees no 
benefit to associating with humans, so 
community participation in controlling food 
attractants is vital for community success.

If you do see a bear, the best thing is to 
remain calm. Bears are generally cautious and 
do not trust people. Usually they will flee on 
their own.

Bear attacks are extremely rare, but can 
happen.

During encounters it is best to:
• Do not approach the bear to get a 

better look or get a good photograph. Give 

it plenty of space;
• Make noise. Shouts, hand clapping and 

whistles alerts the bear to your presence and 
will usually be all you need to scare the bear 
away;

• Make yourself look big. Raise your arms. 
If possible, stand together in a group. Always 
face the bear, but do not stare at its eyes. This 
frightens the bear and can be interpreted as a 
challenge;

• Back away slowly. Do not run. Sudden 
movement can provoke attack; 

• Get something between you and it. 
Getting into the house or car, or even putting 
a tree, rock or fence between you and it will 
give you a buffer. Having that buffer will relax 
the situation;

• If possible, watch the bear from a 
safe place and alert the authorities. This 
lets responders locate the bear, and may help 
determine what brought it in. 

If the bear is spotted on the cantonment, call 
the MP Service Desk at 938-3333. 

General bear questions can be directed to the 
Natural Resources Branch at 938-7122.

A yearling Black Bear was found in a tree on the corner of Lee and Washington Road in June 2011. Black Bears are 
found on or near the West Point installation every year, an estimated 10-to-15 bears at any given time, and are safely 
moved to areas that have less human interaction.                         Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao (File PhoTo)
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figure out a plan if something bad were to ever happen 
here.”

Class of 2015 Cadet John Malmquist hopes the Corps 
delivered.

“We want the academy to be prepared for the 
possibility of an attack like this, so I think having the three 
classes involved made it more realistic,” Malmquist said.

This was the first time he participated in an exercise 
like this, and, from his perspective, thought it went well. 

As the cadet-in-charge for the group portraying media 
organizations, like CBS, the Times-Herald Record and Fox 
News, he said they did their best to play their part. Hours 
after law enforcement cleared the area, the superintendent 
returned to the Plain for a brief somber statement followed 
by questions from Malmquist and his cohorts.

“We were provided different questions, and I don’t 
think the superintendent was informed of what those 
would be. So I think he did a really good job responding 
to us, given the amount of information that was available,” 
he said.

The Corps doesn’t typically get involved as much in 
installation force protection exercises, but Malmquist said 
it was a worthwhile experience.

“This is absolutely important for us as future Army 
officers who are mandated to protect the Constitution 
against all enemies, both foreign and domestic,” 

West Point’s readiness tested
Active-shooter scenario gauges community-wide response in force protection
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Thousands of cadets participated April 24 
during West Point’s annual Antiterrorism and 
Force Protection Exercise, role-playing as both 
victims and responders to an active-shooter 
scenario on the Plain.

The simulated attack on the installation 
occurred during a graduation parade on a cold 
and windy morning. The West Point Band had 
just concluded playing the National Anthem 
when shots rang out and three gunmen were 
firing indiscriminately at cadets in formation 
and in the stands, followed by an explosion 
suggesting a possible chemical attack.

Desktop alerts  were issued on al l 
government computers indicating that Military 
Police were responding to the incident and 
that all personnel should shelter in place and 
execute an active shooter plan.

Cadets on the scene reacted accordingly, 
taking cover and then initiating a lockdown 
in the barracks. Some remained behind to 
assist with the treatment and evacuation of 
the wounded until West Point Emergency 
Medical Services, including personnel from 
Keller Army Community Hospital, arrived on 
the scene. 

They were joined by other community 
first responders, to include the Orange County 
Department of Emergency Services, Monroe 
Volunteer Ambulance, Town of Newburgh 
EMS, Orange County Hazmat and New York 
State Fire and Police. 

With nearly three-quarters of the Corps of 
Cadets asked to support this exercise, Master 
Sgt. Robert Frame reminded them how vital 
their contribution would be to the overall 
preparedness of West Point.  

“I need you all to take it seriously and do 
the right thing,” Frame said. “You might not 
think you’re getting anything out of it but you 
are. We’re here to help all these agencies and 

Malmquist said. “We also need to protect ourselves, our brothers and sisters in arms; 
so it’s necessary to know how to respond to any situation at any time.”

Class of 2014 Cadet Victoria Walling, operations chief, and Class of 2015 Cadet 
Cort Thompson, operations sergeant major, helped with exercise planning for the 
Corps’ participation.

“While the exercise was taking place, I was acting as an observer in the beginning, 
ensuring all the cadet details were prepared and in the right place for the event,” 
Thompson said.

During the actual scenario, Thompson assisted the first responders with casualty 

The cadets participating in the graduation parade as part of the active-shooter scenario on the Plain April 24 react when three gunmen open fire.

(Above, left) One of the gunmen takes a hostage on the Plain during 
the Antiterrorism and Force Protection Exercise. (Above) Cadets 
assist Military Police and other first responders aiding the wounded 
following the attack.

See AT/FP EXERCISE, Page 8
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Mission Command Conference seeks to inspire
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Inspired by the Simon Center for the Professional Military 
Ethic’s senior mentor Retired Gen. Frederick Franks, the 
Mission Command Conference represents one last opportunity 
before graduation for future officers to speak with experienced 
servicemembers from the operational force.

In its 17th iteration at West Point, the conference was attended 
by the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2014 and several dozen 
ROTC cadets and U.S. Naval Academy midshipmen April 22-25.

For the firsties, it’s the culmination for the capstone core 
course, MX400 on Officership, and a graduation requirement.

The conference invites a diverse group of tactical and 
operational leaders from units who have recently re-deployed to 
serve as mentors. That diversity, to include differing branches, 
gender, ethnicity and experience, represents a broad spectrum 
of experience and true-to-life anecdotes to study and emulate.

Capt. Seth Nieman, a Class of 2005 graduate who 
commissioned in the Army Corps of Engineers, was one of 
the mentors. Nieman trained as a Green Beret and served as 
a detachment commander in the 3rd Special Forces Group 
(Airborne). Nieman was wounded in combat and lost a leg due 
to an IED while deployed to Afghanistan in 2012. 

Nieman spoke with a panel of six wounded warriors about 
the challenges of leading in combat and continuing to serve after 
facing adversity.

“I participated in this conference as a cadet,” Nieman said. 
“There were a lot of things I didn’t think were important as a 
cadet, but you will learn that later. You made the decision to serve 
and you should be proud of yourself.”

He recalled being inspired by the Corps of Cadets’ brigade 
commander at the academy.

“Leaders matter,” Nieman said. “You are going to go into a 
most professional Army and you have to carry that torch. I’m 
excited about that and so should you be.”

The mission command philosophy encompasses the unit as 
a whole. Commanders have long understood through experience 
that some decisions must be made quickly and that decision is at 
the point of action. The idea is to allow Soldiers to concentrate 
on the objectives of an operation––not how to achieve it. 

Commanders must provide subordinates with their intent, 
the purpose of the operation and the end state. This will allow 
subordinates to exercise disciplined initiatives to respond to 
unanticipated problems. 

For this to happen, mission command greatly depends on 
mutual trust, shared understanding and purpose of what needs to 
be done. Every Soldier must be prepared to assume responsibility, 
maintain unity of effort, take action and act resourcefully within 
the commander’s intent.

To emphasize this, the conference invited the test unit for the 
Army’s Regional Alignment strategy, whereby brigade combat 
teams are habitually earmarked for certain areas of the globe. 

Col. Jeff Broadwater, commander of 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Infantry Division, discussed his mission, regionally 
aligned to the U.S. Africa Command area of responsibility.

“Regionally aligned forces are the new reality for the 
Army,” Lt. Col. Eric Weis, deputy director of the Simon Center 
for the Professional Military Ethic, said. “The new way we 
will deploy requires small level engagement and decentralized 
operations. This is exactly what mission command is about. 
Col. Broadwater’s insights were a tremendous benefit to these 
future leaders.”

In total, 86 operational mentors led panel discussions, to 
include Lt. Gen. Bob Brown, commander of the Combined Arms 
Center, and Maj. Gen. Tom James, from the Mission Command 
Center of Excellence. 

One of the main goals of the MX400 course and the Mission 
Command Conference is to develop a habit of professional 
curiosity and a personal ethic that prizes total fitness, life-long 

learning and self-development as an 
Army professional. The intent is to inspire 
soon-to-be commissioned cadets and 
midshipmen and reinforce the values of 
selfless service and leading with character 
and honor.

Leader-to-Leader professional 
development sessions engaged mentors 
and participants in small groups to talk 
about challenges on leadership in the 
Army. 

“At each session, three lieutenants 
shared 10-minute stories about their 
most challenging experiences, which 
the mentors and cadets discussing how 
the mission command applied to them,” 
Lt. Col. Peter Kilner, Center for the 
Advancement of Leader Development 
and Organizational Learning director, said. 
“What I loved about the Leader-to-Leader 
sessions is that they were a microcosm 
of our profession. The past, present and 
future of Army leadership were literally 
brought together in conversation about 

leading Soldiers. They exchanged stories, 
ideas and lessons learned on leadership.”

One cadet asked about fraternizing 
with subordinates.  

“What happens if you are in a tavern 
and your subordinates invite you to sit 
with them?” the cadet asked.

“Never forget you are in charge,” 
Capt. Steven Pyles, another mentor with 
20 years of experience in the Army, said. 
“Stand straight and set that example early 
on.” 

First Sgt. Albert Stanley provided the 
enlisted point of view. 

“You have only one best friend in your 
platoon and that is your platoon sergeant,” 
he said. “You don’t want to compromise 
the leader. Don’t be afraid to acknowledge 
them, call them by name and then tell them 
to have a good time and leave.”

Stanley reminded the participants 
that getting a DWI can be the end of their 
career and they need to act professional at 
all times. People will be watching.

Another cadet asked Pyles what he 
should expect when a new platoon leader 
comes in.

“I focus in on attitude,” Pyles said. 
“Are you coming in with an attitude? 
That you graduated from West Point and 
you know everything? I won’t be able to 
teach you anything then. Your attitude is 
very important to me.”

The conversation continued with 
cadets asking how they should deal with 
personal issues such as divorce. Stanley 
recommended they speak to the platoon 
sergeant as he or she will usually have 
some experience in these issues. Stanley 
also said the unit and everyone in it must 
have discipline. 

“You may take on someone that 
hasn’t had much discipline in their 
life, they may not have had the correct 
parental guidance,” Stanley said. “We are 
grooming whoever to become leaders and 
discipline is a necessity and they will need 
to learn that.”

Two cadets named Truman scholars
By the West Point Public Affairs Office

The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation recently 
announced that Class of 2015 Cadets William Moore, an 
economics major from Washington, D.C., and Daniel “Brad” 
Brownfield, a civil engineering major from Doddridge 
County, W.Va., earned Truman Scholar honors.

The academy was one of five schools to earn two 
scholarships. The cadets are two of 59 students from 52 U.S. 
colleges and universities to be selected for the scholarship 
and will have the opportunity to further their education with 
a scholarship valued at approximately $30,000 for two years 
at any accredited university in the world. 

“The Class of 2015 is starting on the same path of terrific 
scholarship success blazed by the Class of 2014,” Dean of the 
Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor said. “Cadets 

William Moore and Daniel Brownfield are highly deserving 
of this great recognition by the Truman Foundation. Cadets 
like these continue to receive great recognition in national 
and international scholarship competitions.” 

Moore is a captain on West Point’s Parliamentary Debate 
team as well as an International Public Debate Association 
National Champion. 

Brownfield competes in the annual Sandhurst military 
skills competition, is part of an interdisciplinary research 
team optimizing ultra high-performance concrete, and created 
a wind energy harvester prototype while interning at the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers research laboratory in Illinois. He 
is also  the founder of West Point’s Construction Club, which 
coordinates with local Habitat for Humanity and 4H chapters 
to provide construction-related support to the surrounding 
community.

Capt. Seth Nieman, a U.S. Military Academy Class of 2005 graduate and wounded warrior, speaks to Class 
of 2014 cadets at the 17th annual Mission Command Conference April 23.
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE
Sailing: The West Point Sailing team competed against 

some of the northeast’s best sailors April 19 in the Greater N.Y. 
Dinghy Regatta on City Island.  

Fair winds on East Chester Bay allowed for great sailing 
conditions during most of the day in an area on the Long Island 
Sound which has the potential of rough seas.  

The cadets finished 12th out of 16 competing teams. Class 
of 2017 Cadet Jackson Biddle and Cass of 2016 Cadet Brian 
Bui participated in the A Division and Class of 2017 Cadets 
Matt Schmidt and Henry Holmes competed in the B Division.

Ultimate Frisbee: The West Point Ultimate team competed 
in Division III Sectionals in Boston April 19-20 in the start of 
the USA-Ultimate college postseason. West Point played three 
games in the initial round of pool play and faced nationally-
ranked Bentley and Wentworth Tech for losses. 

The cadets had a commanding lead over Merrimack in their 
final game and held on to win a spot in the quarterfinals. 

The West Point team kept the score close through halftime 
against Stonehill and scored several unanswered points to win the 
game and advanced to the semifinals. Facing Merrimack again, 
the cadets kept the score close until the end. With time running 
out, Merrimack scored on a big play to earn the win. 

West Point finished sixth in the tournament and showed a 
great improvement in play from the beginning of the season. 
Class of 2016 Cadet Nate Pieringer won the Army MVP for 
outstanding defensive play throughout the tournament.

Cadet Community on Civil Military Operations: Sixty-
one cadets from 1st Regiment and Company I-4 participated in 
a Habitat for Humanities Walk for Housing event April 27 in 
Newburgh. 

Cadets served as road guards at intersections and directed 
walkers along the route and provided water distribution.

Pistol: Seven cadets from the Pistol team participated in a 
Steel Challenge Match April 26 at the Dutchess County Pistol 
Range in Fishkill. Official results are still being tabulated but 
all cadets shot extremely well. Noteworthy were Class of 2017 
Cadets Mark Lister, Jeff Schanz and Dashiell Andrews who 
posted some of the fastest times of the day.

Protestant Chapel Choir: The Cadet Chapel Choir 
traveled to Middletown April 26-27 where 11 choir members 
gave a performance for residents of the Middletown Park 
retirement home. They also presented a concert at the North 
Congregational Church in Middletown that evening, where they 
met with worshipers at a reception following the performance. 

American Society of Civil Engineers: The West Point 
Chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers attended 
ASCE’s Regional Competition for Upstate New York, hosted 
by Cornell University from April 24-27. The annual event is 
the regional qualifier for the ASCE national competition for the 
concrete canoe team and the steel bridge team. The teams consist 
of first class cadets who designed, built and competed against 
students from the other universities in the region. Additionally, 
three cadets competed in the Mead Ethics Essay competition 
with a written essay and an oral presentation. ASCE club 
representatives competed in a series of mystery events, which 
included an AutoCAD competition and a photo scavenger hunt on 
the Cornell campus. West Point will host the regional conference 
and competition next year (April 2015), so additional club officers 
and faculty observed the conference organization and execution 
to help our planning process. West Point performed exceptionally 
during the three days of competition, winning awards in all 
categories including Steel Bridge Presentation, Concrete Canoe 
Design Paper, Mead Paper Presentation (Mackenzie Vaughn), 
Mystery Event and Sportsmanship. The conference planning 
committee will strive to use this year’s experience to conduct 
an even better conference at West Point next year.

Marathon Team: The Army Men’s Marathon Team beat 
Navy (8:12:58 to 8:30:59) at the Boston Marathon April 21. 

The Women’s Marathon Team, hobbled due to injury, was 
downed by the rival academy. Overall, the cumulative times 
were close, with Navy earning a very close victory (15:17:36 
to 15:24:08). 

The following runners recorded the team’s top times: Class 
of 2015 Cadets Danny Schlich (2:37:52) Ben Shields (2:43:47) 
and Leora Reyhan (3:40:10); Class of 2016 Cadet Marc Samland 
(2:51:19) and Class of 2014 Cadet Mackenzie Vaughn (3:31:00). 

Fine Arts Forum: Nineteen cadets with the Cadet Fine Arts 
Forum (Jazz) traveled to New York City April 22 for a first-time 
visit to the National Jazz Museum in Harlem.

Artistic director and renowned jazz musician Loren 
Schoenberg spoke to the cadets about the history of jazz as a 
truly American form of art, the connections between jazz and 
Harlem, and what makes jazz so “American” as a music form 
that models the constitutional form of government. Schoenberg 
also accompanied a few of the cadets in piano duets. 

The cadets also went to Greenwich Village’s Village 
Vanguard,  a jazz club dating back to 1935, and enjoyed the music 
of renowned jazz guitarist Kurt Rosenwinkel. Sgt. 1st Class Mark 
Tonelli of the West Point Band’s Jazz Knights accompanied the 
cadets on this trip.

Cadets on the West Point Marathon team pose for a 
photo with Olympian Ryan Hall (fifth from left), the 
fastest American marathoner, at the 118th running 
of the Boston Marathon.                         CoUrTeSy PhoTo 

Cycling: The West Point Cycling team competed in the 
2014 Pennsylvania State University Nittany Classic April 19-20. 

In the Men’s D category, Class of 2016 Cadet Tom Huxtable 
placed second in the Road Race and sixth in the Criterium. Class 
of 2017 Cadet Tom Hendrickson placed third in the Criterium 
and Class of 2016 Cadet Chad Wisnowski placed fourth. 

Class of 2017 Cadet Jack Rector placed 10th in the Road 
Race and ninth in the Criterium, with Class of 2017 Cadet Collin 
McCloy placed 10th in the Criterium. 

In the Men’s C category, Class of 2017 Cadet Adam Ruff 
placed ninth in the Road Race and first in the Criterium, Class 
of 2017 Cadet Daniel Serrano placed fourth in the Criterium and 
Class of 2016 Cadet Alberto Amaral placed fifth in the Criterium. 

In the Men’s B category, Class of 2016 Cadet Kenny Dailey 
placed fourth in the Criterium. In the Women’s D category, Class 
of 2016 Cadey Jinny Yan placed third in the Road Race and 
second in the Criterium, Class of 2016 Cadet Alex Solares  placed 
fourth in the Road Race and fifth in the Criterium, and Class of 
2017 Cadet Lisa DeLacey placed fifth in the Road Race. 
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Cadets practice language 
skills at Entrada Academy
Story provided by Department of 
Foreign Languages and Entrada 
Academy

U.S. Military Academy cadets and faculty 
from the Department of Foreign Languages 
visited Entrada Academy, a New York City 
public middle school located near the Hunts 
Point neighborhood in the Bronx. The April 10 
visit was part of a Spanish conversation course 
(LS470) that incorporates visits to community 
schools. 

Dr. Sherry Venere, LS470 course director, 
bel ieves that  these community-based 
experiences provide cadets with an invaluable 
opportunity to practice their language skills as 
well as to personally interact with local and 
regional Latino communities. 

Entrada Academy is a multicultural 
learning community, with 86 percent of 
students identifying as Latino/Hispanic and 
12 percent identifying as Black/African-
American. 

Overall, 93 percent of Entrada’s students 
qualify for free lunch, which classifies Entrada 
as a high-poverty, Title I school. 

Venere organized the visit with her 
fellow Gettysburg College alumna, Christina 
Natalello, who is assistant principal at Entrada 
Academy. 

Cadets interacted with English Language 
Learners in language arts, science and 
mathematics, assisting students with their 
coursework and practicing both Spanish and 
English conversation skills. 

At Entrada, virtually every ELL and 
former-ELL learned Spanish as a native 
language.  Having the opportunity to converse 
with the cadets allowed the middle-schoolers 
to reverse roles by teaching others about their 
native language.  

“We hope that this shows students how 
special it is to be truly bilingual,” Natalello 
said. “That skill will help them in whatever 

career they pursue.”
Cadets also discussed college opportunities 

with Entrada students, including the West Point 
application process. 

“It was very meaningful for our students 
to meet young adults who are in college, since 
the majority of young adults with whom they 
interact are not in college,” Natalello said. 

“My most enjoyable moment was when 
a female student asked how she can prepare 
to apply to West Point and although she is 
young, it was really encouraging to see that 
our presence gave her another dream to think 
about,” Class of 2016 Cadet Austin Kong said.   

It was clear to Venere and the DFL faculty 
that the cadets embraced the experience and 
gained much more than simple language 
practice. For many, it highlighted the difficulties 
of educators and the impact both they and other 
role models may have on children. 

“We cannot overemphasize the importance 
of mentorship. By the end of our discussions, 
many students were thinking seriously for 
the first time about high school not being an 
end goal, but instead a means of preparing 
for college,” Class of 2015 Cadet William 
Goodwin said. 

“For a brief moment, we were able to get 
out, be those role models and interact with 
others in the real world; to see problems and 
deal with them and make a tiny difference in 
one person’s life,” Class of 2016 Cadet Steven 
Ocasio said. 

Natalello and Venere are looking forward 
to planning more visits from cadets Entrada 
in the future, and perhaps even a field trip for 
Entrada students to the West Point campus in 
the coming year.

Learn more about the Department of 
Foreign Languages online at www.usma.
edu/dfl/SitePages/Home.aspx .  Follow 
them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
pages/West-Point-Department-of-Foreign-
Languages/108950689155227.

U.S. Military Academy 
cadets and Entrada 
Academy students 
d i s c u s s  c o l l e g e 
opportunities and 
practice English and 
Spanish conversation 
d u r i n g  l u n c h  a t 
Entrada Academy in 
the Bronx April 10. 
Faculty from both 
schools expressed 
interest in future 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  t o 
provide students 
with language skills 
development.  
                CoUrTeSy PhoTo  
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Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Cadet Summer Training is soon approaching and the cadets 
chosen to take charge of it briefed the commandant April 25 at 
Cullum Hall.

“This is one more step in your leadership development as 
senior leaders in the Corps,” Brig. Gen. Richard Clarke said. 
“It is these types of drills you will become immersed in, no 
matter what camps, posts or stations you go to. This is part of 
the whole process of teaching you all as we validate our plans 
for summer training.”

From Cadet Field Training to Cadet Basic Training and 
everything in between, cadet cadres are responsible for the 
planning, resourcing, accountability and execution of summer 
training for thousands of U.S. Military Academy, Prep School, 
ROTC and international cadets.

The CST Rehearsal Drill was scheduled weeks prior to assure 
that the commander’s intent is being met and identify any choke 
points in the planning.

Class of 2015 Cadet Lance Barrow, who had just served as the 
Sandhurst Competition command sergeant major, was selected as 
Cadet Leadership Development Training battalion commander.

“We’re just presenting some key details into the training plan 
and some safety information to the commandant and regimental 
tactical officer to show that we are ready to take command of 
summer training and that all of the necessary coordination has 
been made with supporting agencies like the Military Police, 

(Above, right) U.S. Military Academy cadets assigned to leadership positions during Cadet Summer 
Training brief senior leaders April 25 at Cullum Hall. Class of 2015 Cadet Lance Barrow (center) will serve 
as the battalion commander during Cadet Leadership Development Training. (Above, left) Class of 2015 
Cadet Melissa Yasnowski was selected to serve as the Cadet Field Training regimental commander for 
the rising yearlings. (Below) Cadets made use of the large topographical map to illustrate their details.

Cadets brief on summer training details

DPTMS and Keller Army Community Hospital,” Barrow said.
During this drill, the cadets are able to provide safety briefs to 

demonstrate they have made contingency plans and are prepared 
for any number of “worst case” scenarios.

The senior leaders heard not only from cadets who will 
occupy Camp Buckner and areas of West Point this summer but 
those who will go to the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School to lead cadet candidates, and others who are in charge of 
Air Assault School and the contingent who will attend summer 
training at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.

Some of the cadres, like CBT, Summer Garrison Regiment 
and Air Assault have more than one iteration and require 
continuity from one group to another. That’s a challenge Clarke 
said will prove educational for cadet leaders.

“One of the most important things leaders do in the Army is 

transitions,” Clarke said. “Knowing when and how to transition 
properly, handing off that command from one person to another— 
that is something leaders have to pay attention to and manage.”

The Summer Garrison Regiment serves a critical role as 
the central hub of accountability and oversight for a Corps that 
becomes as disperse as ever in the summer months—whether on 
leave or in training throughout the world. Class of 2015 Cadet 
Ryan McGovern will serve as the commander of the first detail 
of SGR, which begins during Graduation Week and, as Clarke 
noted, essentially makes him acting first captain.

Class of 2015 Cadet Ashton Wolf briefed on the Summer 
Leader Experience, which is pivotal in the decision-making 
process for many potential USMA candidates. It’s up to the 
cadet cadre, this year led by Wolf, to provide hundreds of rising 
high school seniors with enough information so they can make 
informed decisions.

Class of 2015 Cadets Leo St. Amour and Matthew Burleson 
will be the cadet commander and command sergeant major for 
the Class of 2015 entering the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School. They will oversee the summer training program at 
USMAPS for nearly 250 cadet candidates.

Clarke reminded them that they and the cadres are more than 
just the leaders, trainers and mentors for the successful execution 
of summer training. They’re also the ones who will learn and 
grow the most from this experience.

“Don’t forget that the main effort is all of you and the cadre 
that will fall under you,” Clarke said. “Who gets most inspired 
this summer? You.” 
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(Left) Two military police officers detain and search one of the shooters on the Plain minutes after the simulated attack during the graduation parade April 24. 
Three shooters, appearing from different sides of the bleachers were able to fire off 90 rounds in 45 seconds. (Right) As incident commander on the scene, Lt. 
Col. Scott Koast, Directorate of Emergency Services director, briefs Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Richard Clarke on the situation following a simulated 
active shooter scenario on the Plain during a graduation parade.

AT/FP EXERCISE, cont’d from Page 3

Active-shooter Exercise 
Objective

• Estimate the incident impact on 
personnel, facilities and mission;

• Establish, communicate and coordinate 
recovery priorities;

• Account for personnel;
• Provide a continuum of care to meet 

community needs.

evacuation and medical aid.
“One notable cadet from the guard detail, Class of 

2016 Cadet Matthew Vest from Company H-3, assisted me 
in collecting and treating multiple simulated casualties,” 
Thompson said.

After that, Thompson returned to the Cadet Guard Room to 
assume his normal duties and supported Class of 2015 Cadets 
Marion Widemann and Samuel Brown who served as first 
captain and brigade adjutant for the exercise.

Thompson said with the firsties preoccupied with the 
Mission Command Conference, the exercise demonstrated how 
the Class of 2015, when needed, can lead the Corps.

“Overall, I feel the exercise was very worthwhile, especially 
to integrate all the moving pieces that would need to respond in 
the event of a real emergency,” Thompson said. “Additionally, 
the role-playing and mock injury cadets did an excellent job in 
providing realistic scenarios for the first responders to manage.”

             Aftermath
The final components of the exercise had not long concluded 

April 25 when Joe Colombo sat in his boss’s office critiquing 
what happened while thinking ahead to what’s next. 

“We’re always trying to think about how we can improve 
and make it better next time,” Colombo, the West Point chief 
of plans and operations in the Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security, said.

The exercise is the product of about seven months of 
planning encorporating representatives from dozens of 
organizations on post and in the local community. 

Based on an educated risk or threat assessment, with 
commander’s guidance, the planning cell decides what type 
of exercise will be conducted. 

In years past, it has involved a train derailment and chemical 
spill by the docks, an attack at Michie Stadium during a football 

game and an active shooter in Central Area.
The annual AT/FP exercises are mandatory for all Army 

installations and after action reports are required within 45 
days of its conclusion with a corrective action plan to follow.

That’s not easy, Colombo said, but he said DPTMS works 
well with installation organizations like Army Community 
Service, the Safety Office, West Point Schools and the U.S. 
Military Academy at large in a “coalition of the willing” to 
build a better exercise.

“It’s not like the exercise ends today, everyone forgets 
about it tomorrow and then we don’t worry about it until next 
year,” Colombo said. “We can’t do that. We owe it to the entire 
community of West Point to keep working at this all the time.”

All organizations were encouraged in the weeks and months 
leading up to the AT/FP exercise to review and discuss random 
antiterrorism measures and emergency preparedness drills.

“That’s all we wanted folks to do, take the time for a few 
different things and get everyone on the same page,” Colombo 
said. “We always use the mantra, ‘Do you want to be a victim 
or do you want to be a responder?’ If you want to be responder 
you need to prepare yourself, your co-workers and your family 
members.”

The most visible part of the exercise occurred on the Plain 
during the active shooter scenario but Colombo noted other 
activities which tested personnel, to include West Point Middle 
and Elementary schools activating its own emergency plan.

“I tell you, what a phenomenal job those schools did with 
their intruder drill and the lockdown procedures they made,” 
Colombo said.  “I was impressed.”

While at the schools, Colombo was encouraged by how the 
teachers and administrators reacted.

“We must have looked at 25 different rooms in the middle 
school ... every door was secured, the lights were off and all 

the kids and teachers were doing the right thing.”
Colombo was checking to see if teachers had their first aid 

bags and asked some of the students if they understood what 
they were doing.

“The things I saw there ... that was the difference between 
being a responder and being a victim. I saw a lot of responders. 
David Rudy (principal) and his staff were taking it very, very 
seriously.”

Colombo also noted the effective lockdown procedures 
by Jefferson Hall Library staff, the Association of Graduates 
personnel at Herbert Hall, and those at Lincoln Hall and in the 
Admissions Office.

The date is set for next year’s exercise and in a few months 
the DPTMS team will set the stage for the scenario, which was 
hinted to be an even larger-scale event in entirely different 
locations.

“We always want to avoid complacency, so we try not to 
repeat ourselves,” Colombo said.
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Athletes parade around the track at Shea Stadium with cadet sponsors in the opening ceremonies of the 2014 Special Olympics event April 26.      

West Point celebrates 40 years of Special Olympics

Rachel Christiana of Roundout Valley attempts the long jump at the Special 
Olympics Games at Shea Stadium April 26. Nearly 3,000 people came to 
watch the athletes perform in a variety of games.

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Circle of the Omicron Delta Kappa, 
West Point’s National Leadership Honor 
Society, has sponsored the Hudson Valley 
Special Olympics during the regional spring 
games for 40 years. 

This year’s anniversary at Shea Stadium 
April 26 featured a couple of surprises for 
athletes and fans. 

Many community members and West 
Point cadets volunteered to run the torch from 
Highland Falls, through West Point into Shea 
Stadium. Highland Falls and West Point police 
and firefighters, motorcycles and runners took to 
the streets to present the Olympic Torch to the 
athletes during the opening ceremonies. 

“This is the biggest torch run I have ever 
seen,” Class of 2014 Mary Swan, cadet-in-
charge, said. “That was thanks to Class of 2015 
Cadet Austin Welch. He just thought it would be 
interesting to do something different and have 
a big torch run.”

Swan said she has volunteered to work the 
Special Olympics since her sophomore year. 

“Our Club (ODK Honor Society) began 
planning this in December and involves the U.S. 
Military Academy, the United States Corps of 
Cadets and the Hudson Valley Regional Special 
Olympics program,” Swan said. “I am so glad to 
see so many people here after so much planning 
that this event takes.”

There were an estimated 2,500-3,000 people 
attending this event, including 600 volunteer 
cadets and another 700 family and community 
members also volunteering.

“Our company first sergeant and I help 
people to come and volunteer for this event,” 
Class of 2014 Cadet Alexandria Rodgers said. 
“We began today at 5 a.m. to set things up and 

staging. This is the first year I have volunteered, 
but I loved to come down to watch the events. 
It’s the idea of getting people out and enjoy the 
competitions.”

Class of 2016 Cadet Alijah Talley escorted 
his cousin, William Green, who was competing 
in the 100-meter dash.

“I can run really fast,” Green said. “This is 
my first time competing.”

It was Talley’s first time at this event too, 
but he has volunteered for other events at West 
Point.

“I thought it would be good for William 
to have someone with him that he knows, so I 
volunteered for this event.”

Dean of the Academic Board Brig. Gen. 
Timothy Trainor served as grand marshal of this 
event and applauded them for their indomitable 
spirit and strength of character that brings them 
to the competition.

“Today, it is you who walk on the fields of 
strife,” Trainor said. “Today, you are the role 
model. Today, you are the hero.”

President of the Hudson Valley Special 
Olympics—Hudson Valley Region Neal Johnson 
announced the male and female athletes of the 
year. Danny Kurtz from the Rockland County 
Special Olympics team and Ella Darvis from 
the Anderson Center for Autism in Staatsburg, 
N.Y., were this year’s recipients.

George Houghton presented the Houghton 
Award to Jimmy Sivila. The Houghton Award 
is presented to an athlete who best exemplifies 
the words “Let me be brave in the attempt,” part 
of the Athletes Oath.  

The award is named for Capt. Andrew 
Houghton, a Class of 2001 graduate and former 
Special Olympics cadet-in-charge, who died at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center in August 
2004—a month after he was wounded by 
shrapnel from a rocket propelled grenade in Iraq.
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U.S. Military Academy cadets and U.S. Naval Academy midshipmen participate in a joint panel discussion 
sponsored by the Department of Chemistry at the U.S. Air Force Academy April 23-25.

By the Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science

U.S. Military Academy cadets traveled to the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., April 
23-25, to participate in the fifth annual Inter-Academy 
Chemistry Symposium.

They joined cadets and midshipmen from the 
sister academies to exchange ideas and a broadening 
experience between chemistry, life science and chemical 
engineering faculty and students.

This year, the events included a research poster 
competition between cadets and midshipmen and 
a senior leader meeting with participation from 
department and section heads 

Class of 2015 Cadet David M. Brown, a chemical 
engineering major, and Class of 2015 Cadets Ryan 
Zimmerman, Joon Chung and Christopher Neff, all 
chemistry majors, presented their research.  

Chung and Brown were two of the five finalists 
in the research poster session completing an “Army 
Strong!” finish for West Point.  The U.S. Air Force 
Academy also sponsored tours of the Chemistry 
Department as well as the academy grounds. 

 There was also time for fellowship and camaraderie 
among all participants. The participants from West Point 
said it was a special one-of-a-kind inter-academy event 
that continues to get better every year.

Cadets exchange ideas at chemistry symposium
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Seven-year-old Jennifer Burch (pink sunglasses) and Adeison Salazar check out the wildlife display at 
the West Point Recycling Center April 25 during the annual Earth Day celebration. 

Celebrating Earth Day at the Recycling Center

School children participated in an Earth Day poster 
contest and those who placed third are attached to 
bales of shredded paper at the West Point Recycling 
Center April 25. Children also participated in crafts, 
snacked on hot dogs and popcorn, learned a little 
about turtles, snakes, owls and beavers at the 
wildlife display and built a perpetual calendar.
              PhoToS by KaThy eaSTwood/PV

Pepper Lovelace (left) and Canaan McGee are 
fascinated with a snake at the wildlife display.
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Keepers of the Peace Powwow

The Cadet Native American Heritage Forum is hosting the  
fourth annual Keepers of the Peace Native American Powwow 
from 1-6 p.m. Sunday at Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

In case of inclement weather, the rain location is Eisenhower 
Ballroom. The purpose of the powwow is to show the youth that 
West Point celebrates and honors diversity. The event is free.  

There will be native American food sold, as well as Native 
American crafts.

For details, call Lt. Col. Mark Smith at 938-3136 or visit 
www.usma.edu/cfaf/SitePages/NAHF.aspx.

Commissary anniversary celebration
The West Point Commissary celebrates its 25th anniversary 

with special sales, demonstrations, door prizes, free samples and 
much more from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. May 8.

For details, contact Elizabeth Fray at 938-3663, ext. 202.

West Point’s Global Assessment Tool Campaign
West Point’s Ready and Resilient Campaign has launched an 

effort focused on the Global Assessment Tool or GAT 2.0. On 
the May 10, in conjunction with the MWR annual 5K/10K and 
Youth Fun Run, West Point’s R2C will conduct a prize drawing 
for members of West Point Community who have completed 
the GAT 2.0.  

All Soldiers, family members and civilians are eligible to 
participate.  You can complete the Global Assessment Tool 2.0 
at http://csf2.army.mil/takethegat.html.  Bring your certificate 
on the day of the race to the Ready and Resilient table for the 
prize drawing. 

For details, contact the West Point Ready and Resilient 
Campaign at 845-938-0582.

DUSA Gift Shop Manager
The Daughters of the U.S. Army Gift Shop, located within the 

West Point Museum, is seeking a Gift Store Manager for 32-40 
hours per week, including weekend hours. 

Kosciuszko Memorial Observance and Conference
The U.S. Military Academy will conduct its annual 

Kosciuszko Memorial Observance Saturday at the Kosciuszko 
Monument, immediately following the Cadet Review at 
approximately 12:30 p.m. 

The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko 
at West Point will hold its annual conference from 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Friday at the Thayer Hotel. All are invited to attend 
these events. 

For a detailed schedule, visit www.kosciuszkoatwestpoint.
org. For details, contact Steve Olejasz at stephen.olejasz@
us.army.mil.  

Military Retiree Appreciation Day
The 40th annual West Point Military Retiree Appreciation 

Day is scheduled 7 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday.
The day starts with a breakfast at Eisenhower Hall’s Ike 

Cafe. Throughout the day, several events will take place 
including a Cadet Drill Team performance, Cadet Review 
and a Cadet Sports Parachute Club demonstration.

For details, contact the Retirement Services Office at 
938-4217/2355 or email rso@usma.army.mil.

Child Safety Seat Check event
The West Point Fire Department and the Orange County 

Child Safety Seat Program will be conducting a Child Safety 
Seat Check event 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, rain or shine, 
at Stony Lonesome Fire Station 2.

For details, call Fire Inspector Paul Cheski at 938-7484.

Responsibilities include all store operations, to include sales, 
customer relations, staffing, tracking budget expenses, product 
ordering and pricing, strategic planning and communication. A 
bachelor’s degree, computer skills and experience in the retail 
market are required. 

Email résumé and inquiries to wpdusapresident@gmail.com 
or mail résumé to DUSA President, PO Box 78, West Point, NY 
10996. It is due no later than May 16. No walk-ins.

2014 Graduation Regimental Reception volunteers 
needed

This year, Lt. Gen. and Mrs. Robert Caslen Jr. will host four 
receptions for all graduating cadets, families and guests in the 
Superintendent’s Quarters 100 Garden.  

An event like this takes a great deal of work. There is a need 
for your help, as a volunteer, to create a memorable experience 
for our guests. Volunteers will represent the superintendent as 
servers for the event, serving beverages and light snacks at each 
of the refreshment tables. 

If you are a civilian, the reception location is your official 
duty station during the session you volunteer for. 

There are four shifts to choose from:  
• Shift 1—1:30-3 p.m., May 25 (1st Regiment);
• Shift 2—3:30-5 p.m., May 25 (2nd Regiment);
• Shift 3—1:30-3 p.m., May 26 (3rd Regiment);
• Shift 4—3:30-5 p.m., May 26 (4th Regiment).
For details in donating your time as a server, contact Jesse 

Hernandez at jesse.hernandez@usma.edu.

Counseling available
The West Point Family Life Chaplain mission is to enrich 

relationships by providing preventive and therapeutic pastoral 
counseling that is 100 percent confidential.  

Chaplain John Manuel is an associate professional counselor 
and a licensed marriage and family therapist associate.  

He offers counseling for individuals, couples and families 
on issues of grief, anger, stress, pre-marital preparation, 
communication, parenting, post-traumatic stress and spiritual 
growth. For an appointment, call 938-3875/2003 or email john.
manuel@usma.edu. 

Army Athletics Sports Camps
Army Athletics offers a variety of Day and Overnight Summer 

Sports Camps. Campers participate in a full day of learning, fine 
tuning fundamental skills, chalk talks, videos, organized games 
and have around-the-clock supervision.  

For details, visit goarmysports.com/camps. To contact 
a specific sport camp for more details, visit http://register.
armysportscamps.com/help.

Protestant Women of the Chapel welcomes you
Join the members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

from 9-11 a.m. each Wednesday at the Post Chapel. 
Fellowship is awesome, worship is beautiful and childcare 

is provided. Grow your knowledge and love of God with them. 
There are also many service opportunities. 

Contact PWOC by email at wp.pwoc@gmail.com or on 
Facebook at facebook@WestPointPWOC.

Lunch and Learn Series with ACAP Financial Planner
The Army Career and Alumni Program is providing a 

Lunch and Learn series with an ACAP Financial Planner about 
Borrowing Smart from noon-1 p.m. Tuesday at the SFAC 
Conference Room, second floor, Bldg. 626.

This month we will be looking at our debts. We’ll start by 
trimming the use of credit cards, the most frequent kind of debt 
and move to look at the broader picture of any other debt you 
may be carrying, such as a mortgage.  We’ll end with a discussion 
on protecting your identity. 

To register, call Sheri Conklin at 938-0631 or email Sheryl.
conklin@usma.edu.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

ACAP Transition Track Workshop
Following the completion of the five-day Transition 

Assistance Workshop, service members and their family members 
can take advantage of targeted Transition Track Workshops. 

These are designed to support Soldiers’ and family members’ 
post-military plans and include topics such as entrepreneurship, 
higher education and technical training. 

An higher education workshop is scheduled May 15-16 and 
a Boots to Business Workshop June 18-19. To register and for 
details, call the ACAP Office at 938-0634. 

Functional Academic Skills Training
The Army Education Center is offering a Functional 

Academic Skills Training June 2-July 2.  
The class will meet from 6-9:30 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays.  

A diagnostic TABE (11 a.m. May 20 or 8:30 a.m. May 29) is 
required of all students prior to the start of the course.  

Call Nancy Judd, AEC counselor, at 938-3464 or email nancy.
judd@usma.edu to obtain enrollment form for commander’s 
signature.

ACAP Transition Assistance Workshops 
Army Career and Alumni Program Transition Assistance 

Workshops are five-day events designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive Job 
Assistance Workshop. Service members who are retiring can 
begin the ACAP process 24 months prior to release from active 
duty, and those separating can begin 18 months prior. 

The upcoming ACAP schedule is:
• June 9-13;
• June 23-27 (executive series – retirement focused);
Registration is required. For details or to register, contact the 

ACAP Office at 845-938-0634. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center here at West Point. 
Schools offering undergraduate classes are: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535 

or Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-2555 

or ERodrigu@stac.edu;
Schools offering graduate studies are:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or  
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu;

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between the Fitness Center and Subway).

Free Computer Courses
Sharpen your computer skills to improve your work, 

communicate and collaborate, find a better job and keep up-to-
date with your high-tech kids.  

The Information Education Technology Division Computer 
Training Program is offering free computer courses. 

Courses are offered to USMA affiliates, which include cadets, 
staff, faculty, USMA spouses (military or civilian), USMA 
volunteers and USMA tenant organizations. 

Among the courses offered are Basic Computer Skills; Office 
2007 programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); SharePoint 2010 
Basics, iPad Basics and Lenovo Tablet Overview. Training is held 
at Jefferson Library, 4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom). 

For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 
Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email Thomas.
Gorman@usma.edu. 
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FOR THE FAMILIES
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Superintendent Golf Scramble
The monthly Superintendent Golf Scramble will be held 

May 13. The Shotgun start is at 1 p.m., with registration starting 
at 11:30 a.m. 

This event is open to all authorized users and their guests. 
There is a minimal fee for this event that includes cart, prizes 

and dinner. 
For details and to register, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

West Point JBK Soccer
 The West Point Junior Black Knights has tryouts for U10, 

U12, and U14 teams.
The girls team tryout is 6:30-8 p.m. May 14 at USMA Prep 

School Soccer Field near Washington Gate. 
The boys team tryout is 6:30-8 p.m. May 21 at Shea Stadium. 
A make-up girls and boys tryout date is 6:30-8 p.m. May 

22 at USMA Prep School Soccer Field. Inclement weather site 
is to be determined. Call the West Point YS Weather Hotline at 
938-8897. For details, call Brian Szeli at 938-3550.

Blood worms for sale at Round Pond
Round Pond is now selling blood worms. For details on 

Striper fi shing on the Hudson, go to www.stripers247.com/
Hudson-River-Stripers.php. 

For details on blood worms, call Round Pond at 938-2503.

2014 Army Emergency Relief Campaign update
There are only two weeks left to contribute to the 2014 West 

Point Army Emergency Relief Campaign. So far, $48,313 has 
been contributed, leaving more than $20,000 to reach the goal 
of raising $70,000. 

In 2013, $145,000 in emergency fi nancial assistance was 
given back to the West Point community, almost $60,000 being 
sent out in the form of a grant. Help support this outstanding 
organization and your community by contributing to the 2014 
West Point AER Campaign. 

The campaign ends May 15. See your unit representative 
or call 938-0636 or Allison.walker@usma.edu for more details 
regarding the campaign or AER.

Family Child Care Program seeking providers
Are you interested in providing child care in your home? The 

Family Child Care Program is designed to provide quality child 
care for children 6 weeks through 12 years. 

FCC providers provide small group child care in a home 
setting for full, part day and hourly patrons. FCC provides the 
opportunity to care for children in your home and supplement 
your family’s income. 

For details about becoming an FCC provider, call Erin 
Faherty at 938-0086.

FOR THE ADULTS

N.Y. State Hunter’s Education Course
The two-day New York State Hunter’s Education Course is 

scheduled from 6-10 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday at 
the Bonneville Cabin, Round Pond. 

Hunters must attend both classes to receive credit. To register, 
call 938-2503.

Military Spouse Appreciation Day celebration
The West Point Club thanks you for the vital role you play 

in keeping our Army strong. Join the Club May 9 for Military 
Spouse Appreciation Day. 

With your purchase of a full-price meal, your military spouse 
dines half price. Lunch is served from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the 
Pierce Dining Room. Gift bags will be given to all spouses. 

For details, call 938-5120.

MWR Summer Softball League
The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct a summer softball 

league open to all eligible USMA personnel 18 years of age 
and older. Personnel interested in entering a team, contact Jim 
McGuinness at 938-3066 or email jim.mcguinness@usma.edu. 
Deadline for team entries is May 13. 

Games are played at 6 p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Monday-Wednesday. League play will start June 2. 

For details, call 938-3066. 

Ready and Resilient Family Resiliency Training
Ready and Resilient Family Resiliency Training is scheduled  

from 3-4:30 p.m. May 15 at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
Family Resiliency Training can be tailored to meet the needs 

of your group or organization. Contact FRT to set up a time and 
place that meets your needs. 

For details and to RSVP, call 938-2519 or email louise.
ennesser@usma.edu.

Duathlon
Join MWR and Team Red, White and Blue June 7 for the 

inaugural Duathlon. Run some of the most historic trails at West 
Point, and enjoy the view while biking Route 218. 

Whether you are a beginner, a pro, young or old, this event 
is sure to challenge your endurance at every turn. Registration 
is available on active.com. 

For details, call 938-4690 or visit westpointmwr.com.

BOSS Ragin’ Cajun Cruise
Join BOSS for its annual cruise on the Hudson from 6-9 p.m. 

June 7. Boarding will begin at 5:50 p.m. at South Dock. 
Tickets are available through BOSS representatives and 

council members for a small fee. This event is open to all BOSS 
Soldiers and friends (18 and older). For details, call 938-6497.

 
Arts and Crafts Summer Camp

The MWR Arts and Crafts Center (Bldg. 693) will host three, 
one-week Art Education camps beginning July 15. Sessions 
will include impressionism, expressionism and abstract art and 
cubism. 

The camp is scheduled from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays. 

Kids Fishing Derby
MWR and the Bass Club present the Kids Fishing Derby  

from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. May 17 at Round Pond Recreation Area.  
It is open to all anglers ages 5-15 who are residents of West 

Point, Stewart Air Base, Town of Highlands or a child of a West 
Point employee.  

There will be a safety clinic, lunch and awards. Pre-
registration is recommended. For details, call 938-2503.

CYS Services Volunteer Camp Counselor Application
Volunteer at the CYS Services School Age Center and spend 

your summer gaining valuable work experience while having fun.
Volunteers must have completed eighth grade, attended the 

required training from 3-5 p.m. June 18 to volunteer one week 
(optional training date to be determined). 

Applicants will be interviewed prior to selection and have 
completed a full background check if selected. Background 
check information will be required to be submitted by May 21.  

All volunteers must be registered with CYS Services.  
Application can be found at www.westpointmwr.com and must 
be completed and turned in by May 16.  

For details, call 938-0089/8889.  

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps are scheduled June 30-

Aug. 15. Each week, three-day and fi ve-day camps are offered 
for ages 5 and older. 

Five-day camps are available 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Three-day camps are available 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday-Friday. 

Children will learn English and Western style riding, 
grooming, tacking, mucking and proper care. There will be a 
horse show every Friday. 

For details and to register, call 938-3926.

Registration opens June 1 for children ages 5-13. There is a 
fee for attending these camps. 

For details, call 938-4812 or visit www.westpointmwr.com.

Arts and Crafts upcoming class schedule
The Arts and Crafts Shop is offering many classes during 

its April and early May schedule. The upcoming classes are:
• Quilting class on how to create jelly rolls—1-6 p.m. today;
• Little Impressionist—10:30-11 a.m. and 11-11:30 a.m. 

(two sessions) Friday;
• Just Paint and Wine a Bit—Noon-2 p.m. Saturday. Streets 

of London 11x14 canvas painting class;
• All new pint-sized Picasso art education classes for ages 

5 and older. Classes are held every Tuesday from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. and 3:30-4:30 p.m.  

There is a minimal fee for these classes. 
For details and to register, call 938-4812.

Outdoor Recreation Equipment Center Open House
Come check out the new MWR Outdoor Recreation 

Equipment Center (Bldg. 648) from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday. 
The Center has camping and backpacking gear, mountain 

bikes, rock climbing gear, kayaks, paintball gear, tables, chairs 
and party tents all available for rent at daily and weekly rates.  

There will be light refreshments for those in attendance.  
For details, call 938-0123 or email wesley.judd@usma.edu. 

West Point 5K/10K & Youth Fun Run
The annual West Point 5K/10K is scheduled for May 10.  

The 5K and 10K starts at 8:30 a.m. and Youth Fun Run kicks 
off at 8:45 a.m. 

Registration is now available on active.com, and it’s open 
to the public. For details, call 938-4690.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club May 11 for its Mother’s Day 

Brunch. Two seatings are available. 
The fi rst seating is at 11 a.m. and the second seating is at 

1 p.m. 
Remember to enter your mom in our “Mother of the Year” 

contest. 
For details on the contest, visit westpointmwr.com/club. 

For other details and pricing, call 938-5120.
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• Million T-shirt March Against Bullying—Join 
Family Advocacy for the second annual “Million T-shirt 
March Against Bullying” from noon-2 p.m. Friday, with 
start and fi nish at North Dock.  

Design your own T-shirt and march, run, walk, roll, hop 
or skateboard to show your support.  

For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy 
Program manager, at 938-3369 or email shelley.ariosto@
usma.edu.  

Refreshments for this event are provided by Balfour 
Beatty Communities’ Life Works program.

LifeWorks

West  Po in t  Schoo l 
Board’s Election May 14

West Point 
Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday through May 8

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 1-8
Channels 8/23

Schedule not available at press 
time.
(For  movie  deta i ls ,  v is i t 
www.shopmyexchange.com/
ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-
WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

The West Point School Board’s election is scheduled  
May 14 to fi ll four vacancies on the Board. Voting will take 
place at both West Point Elementary School and West Point 
Middle School.

Three positions will fi ll two-year terms and one position 
will fi ll a one-year term. Positions will be based on the 
number of votes.  

School Board members are actively involved military 
community members who demonstrate interest in one of the 
most vital aspects of our American way of life—the education 
of our young people.  

 School Board members are elected by parents of children 
attending school at West Point Elementary and Middle 
Schools; however, a two-year commitment is not required. 

By Sherman Fleek
U.S. Military Academy Historian

Any cadet who has attended the U.S. Military Academy in 
the last century knows the myth well—some have even tried it.

The Myth: If a cadet is struggling with a class test or fi nal 
and needs extraterrestrial assistance, go see General Sedgwick. 
The cadet has to wear full dress gray uniform, under arms and 
exactly at the stroke of midnight, without any studying, twist the 
rowels of the spurs on the Sedgwick’s statue, and miraculously, 
the Gods of Tests will bless.

Most people associated with West Point know the myth, but 
what do they know about the man behind the myth? 

On May 9, 2014, it will be 150 years, the Sesquicentennial, 
since Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick, Class of 1837, was killed at 
the Battle of Spotsylvania in Virginia. 

Minutes earlier, one of Sedgwick aide de camps, pleaded 
to take cover in the heat of the battle because of the threat of 
Confederate sharpshooters in the area. 

Commanding the VI Corps of the Union Army of the 
Potomac, Sedgwick, now a battle-hardened veteran, dismissed 
the notion with these now famous words, “They couldn’t hit 
an elephant at this distance” just as a Minnie ball plowed into 
his head killing the Connecticut-born Yankee before he hit the 
ground. 

Three years later, in 1867, the statue that now adorns the 
Plain at West Point was erected and dedicated in the memory of 
“Uncle John” Sedgwick as his soldiers reverently called him.

Not a spectacular or dashing historical fi gure, Sedgwick, 
born in 1815 in Cornwall, Conn., was nevertheless a solid 
soldier and fearless leader in combat. 

He was perhaps one of the most able and prepared 
antebellum offi cers in the Army whose varied service and 
ability allowed him to rise steadily in the ranks to command the 
famous VI Corps at Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Wilderness, 
and fi nally on that fateful day at Spotsylvania Courthouse. 
Sedgwick was certainly a veteran of hard campaigning and 
war service by the time the Civil War erupted in April 1861. 

By this time he was a lieutenant colonel, second in 
command, of the famous 2nd U.S. Cavalry in Texas, under 
the command of Col. Robert Lee, Class of 1829. After his 
graduation from the academy, 24th of 50 in his class, Sedgwick 
served mostly on the frontier. 

Commissioned in artillery, he immediately entered combat 
in the Second Seminole War in Florida and upon its peace 
in 1839, he earned a brevet (honorary) promotion to fi rst 
lieutenant. 

He next served in Georgia and in the South until ordered to 
Texas in 1846 in preparation for war against Mexico.

The Mexican War was a turning point in John Sedgwick’s 
life as it was for hundreds of West Point trained offi cers, 
including U.S. Grant, Joseph Hooker, George McClellan, 
George Pickett, James Longstreet and many other Civil War 
commanders. 

Sedgwick served on Gen. Winfi eld Scott’s famous invasion 
of central Mexico in 1847 and fought in several major battles, 
including the culminating capture of Chapultepec Castle in 
September 1847 in Mexico City. 

Receiving another brevet promotion, Captain Sedgwick was 
now Brevet Major Sedgwick.

In 1855, taking a chance professionally, he switched his 
branch of service from artillery to cavalry and joined the newly 
formed 2nd U.S. Cavalry gaining his majority and fi ghting 
Comanches in Texas. 

On the wide plains of Texas and future Oklahoma Sedgwick 
served with some of the greats of the Civil War, all graduates 

The Man behind the Myth: Maj. Gen. 
John Sedgwick 150 years later

of West Point: Confederates Albert Sidney Johnston, Edmund 
Kirby Smith, Earl Van Dorn and John Bell Hood, and also 
George Thomas, Class of 1840, who was a Virginian who 
stayed with the North.

Two years later in 1857-58, he served on the strange but 
interesting Utah Expedition to suppress a rebellion of Mormon 
settlers in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. 

By this time the Southern states began seceding from the 
Union, Lt. Col. Sedgwick was in second command of the 
regiment after some 24 years of service.

When the Civil War commenced Sedgwick gained 
a volunteer brigadier general commission in 1861, and 
commanded a division in the Peninsula Campaign the next year 
where he was wounded twice. 

Promoted to major general in the volunteer service in the 
summer of 1862, Sedgwick assumed command of his beloved 
VI Corps, Army of the Potomac, in early 1863 which he 
commanded until his death. 

At the Battle of Chancellorsville, it was Sedgwick and 
his corps which assaulted across the Rappahannock River in 
May 1863 and captured the fortifi ed Marye’s Heights. The 
same hill that eluded the Union army earlier at the Battle of 
Fredericksburg in December 1862. 

Advancing west toward Chancellor Inn, Sedgwick was met 
by Lee’s re-enforcements and Maj. Gen. Jubal Early’s division. 

Combined together, these two elements stopped Sedgwick 
at Salem Church and forced his retreat north across the 
Rappahannock River, thus ending the Battle of Chancellorsville.

At Gettysburg, Sedgwick and his VI Corps arrived later on 
the second day, July 2, after several grueling days of marching. 
Therefore his men saw little fi ghting. 

In the spring of 1864, the Overland Campaign commenced 
with a blood-bath at Wilderness Tavern west of Fredericksburg. 
Sedgwick’s corps collided in a colossal struggle with 
Confederate Lt. Gen. Richard Ewell’s II Corps and fought to a 
bloody stalemate on May 5, 1864, along the wild and heavily-
forested Orange Turnpike. 

The thick forest soon caught fi re and hundreds of wounded 
and stranded soldiers on both sides died in the inferno.

United States forces under Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, after 
several days of terrible fi ghting in the Wilderness thickets, 
slipped away from Gen. Lee and instead of heading north to lick 
its wounds, the Army of the Potomac aimed south for Richmond. 

Lee reacted quickly and was just barely able to beat Grant 
to Spotsylvania Courthouse 10 miles away.

Defending Laurel Hill, Lee’s exhausted and bruised 
Confederates began to dig-in and hastily threw entrenchments 
and breastworks. 

Sedgwick’s VI Corps and another Union corps arrived on 
May 7. They re-enforced the Union Cavalrymen under future 
USMA superintendent, Brig. Gen. Wesley Merritt, Class of 
1860, who was fi ghting to take the cross roads away from 
Confederate horsemen. 

Thus the Battle of Spotsylvania exploded, one of the most 
bloody and gruesome fi ghts of the war.

After two days of tremendous fi ghting and casualties, 
Sedgwick had ridden too far forward on May 9, and became 
an easy target for sharpshooters. 

Dismounting Sedgwick strode around in the open and was 
heard to say, “What? Men dodging this way for single bullets? 
What will you do when they open fi re along the whole line?” 

His battle hardened veterans continued to fl inch, when he 
roared, “Why are you dodging like this? They couldn’t hit an 
elephant at this dist . . .” when a bullet struck him under the 
left eye. 

He collapsed dead without fi nishing the word “distance.”
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Army defeats Lehigh, claims share of league title

Army keeps HVBC Trophy
Sophomore centerfielder Jacob Page went 3-for-4 with two runs batted in, including the game-winner during 
a two-run rally in the seventh, to lead Army to a 4-2 win over Marist in the ninth annual WRWD Hudson 
Valley Baseball Classic at Dutchess Stadium April 23. The Black Knights (28-12) topped the Red Foxes 
(12-25) for the second straight season and took a 5-4 lead in the HVBC series. (Above) Senior members of 
the Army Baseball team and interim head coach Matt Reid pose with the HVBC trophy.     
                        PhoTo by mady SalVani/army aThleTiC CommUniCaTionS

By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Army scored runs in the first five innings and beat Lehigh, 
9-7, to win the Patriot League regular season championship 
Monday evening at Johnson Stadium at Doubleday Field.

Army finished the regular season with a Patriot League 
record of 15-5 and will share the regular season championship 
with Bucknell.

By virtue of league tiebreaker policy, Bucknell will be the 
No. 1 seed in the Patriot League semifinals and Army will be 
the second seed. 

Army will host Lehigh, while Navy visits Bucknell May 10-
11 in best-of-three series. The highest remaining seed will host 
the Patriot League Championship Series May 17-18.

“I told the guys, any day you get to play for a championship 
is a great day,” Army interim head coach Matt Reid said. “You 
don't get that opportunity too often. You have tradition, legacy 
and history here. These kids will be able to look at the outfield 
wall and see 2014 championship and that's big.”

Army, playing its sixth game in as many days, racked up 10 
hits and split the season series with Lehigh.

The Black Knights beat Navy in three one-run games and 
then claimed its eight regular season title and first since 2012 in 
a Monday contest that featured 20 hits and six errors.

Army improved to 32-13 overall, while Lehigh moved to 
23-21.

“We’re just trying to stay sharp in everything we’re doing,” 
Reid said. “In our execution at the plate, making sure we are 
swinging at pitches in the zone and making good decisions. 
Seeing the ball well and playing good defense. And making sure 
we are playing the game the right way and getting better every 
time we are out there."

Junior third baseman Harold Earls knocked in four runs to 
pace the Army offense while junior right fielder Daniel Cortes 
registered two hits.

Sophomore pitcher Justin French collected the win for Army, 
throwing two innings of scoreless relief. Junior Brian Hapeman 
threw an inning and freshman Johnny Griffith picked up the save. 
Senior Erik Washburn fired the first 2 1/3 innings before yielding 
to sophomore Patrick Gardner for 2 2/3 innings of work.

Army jumped out to a 1-0 lead in its first at-bat. Freshman  
second baseman Kris Lindner bunted for a basehit and took 
second on an overthrow.  Cortes singled to send Lindner to third. 
Junior left fielder Mark McCants grounded out to plate Lindner 
and Army led 1-0.

The Black Knights made it a 2-0 contest in the second inning. 
With one out, sophomore center fielder Jacob Page reached on 
an error and sophomore designated hitter Grant Van Orden was 
hit by a pitch. Sophomore catcher Ben Smith lined a single to 
score Page for a 2-0 advantage.

Lehigh took the lead in the top of the third inning. John 
Elson delivered a two-run double and Tyler Brong singled in a 
run for a 3-2 lead.

Earls quickly put Army back on top in the bottom half of 

the inning. McCants was hit by a pitch and senior first baseman 
Patrick Mescher walked. One out later, Earls drilled a single to 
score two runs. Page and Smith walked to load the bases and 
Lindner was hit by a pitch to force in Earls. Cortes then stroked 
a single to score Page to extend the Army lead to 6-3 after three 
innings.

The Mountain Hawks, which won three of four games against 
Lafayette over the weekend, tied the game in the top of the fourth 
inning on a run-scoring single from Joe Abeln and an error that 
allowed two runs to score.

Earls again helped Army re-take the lead, this time singling 
past a drawn-in infield to score Mescher and Alex Jensen who 

hit back-to-back singles and advanced on a double steal. Earls 
stole second and third and trotted home on an error.

The Mountain Hawks trimmed the deficit to two runs in the 
top of the fifth inning behind a Mike Garzillo run-scoring single.

Lehigh had the tying run on first base in the bottom of the 
ninth after a walk and hit by pitch. Griffith, who struck out the first 
batter he faced, then earned two more strikeouts to earn the save.

Army will conclude regular season play this weekend at 
Johnson Stadium with a three-game series against Cincinnati. 
The first night game at historic Doubleday Field is set for Friday 
at 7 p.m. The two teams will also play Saturday (4 p.m.) and 
Sunday (1 p.m.).

40th annual Retiree Appreciation Day set for Saturday
By Nils Anderson
West Point Garrison PAO

West Point will be hosting the 40th annual Retiree 
Appreciation Day Saturday. 

The day is set aside each year to honor military retirees, their 
family members and survivors.  

The program starts out in Eisenhower Hall with a performance 
by the Hellcats from the West Point Band, followed by the Posting 
of the Colors by the U.S. Army Garrison Military Police and a 
welcome address by the U.S. Military Academy Superintendent, 

Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen Jr.  
This year, three guest speakers will deliver informative 

addresses on Retirement Services and Benefits, the Retiree Delta 
Dental Plan and the U.S. Family Health Plan.  

A total of 40 agencies who provide services to retirees that  
include Military Service Organizations, Veterans Administration,  
Keller Army Community Hospital, Space A Travel, all FWMR 
organizations and services and Pentagon Federal Credit Union 
to just name a few.  

Following the formal portion of the day, attendees will move 
to the Plain for a Cadet Drill Team performance, a Cadet Review, 

Sports Parachute Team Jump and a flyover of a Cessna 182 and 
a UH-72 Helicopter.    

A mobile Veterans Administration vehicle will be located 
near the Plain as a convenient information source to answer any 
questions you may have regarding benefits from your military 
service.  

A luncheon will be held in the Cadet Mess, however, 
reservations are required.  

For further information please visit http://www.westpoint.
army.mil/Pages/RSO.aspx or contact the Retirement Services 
Office at 845-938-4217/2355 or email rso@usma.edu.  
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Men’s Tennis secures PL title with 4-1 win over Navy
The top-seeded Army Men’s Tennis team celebrates its 4-1 victory over third-seeded Navy Sunday at Malek Tennis Courts.         PhoTo by army aThleTiC CommUniCaTionS

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The top-seeded Army Men’s Tennis team claimed the Patriot League 
Tournament Championship with a 4-1 win over third-seeded Navy on Sunday 
at the Malek Tennis Courts. With the victory, the Black Knights earn the 
conference’s automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament.

The Patriot League title marks the sixth in Army men’s tennis history and 
the first since 2011. 

The conference championship is the fourth under 12-year head coach Jim 
Poling, who guided the Black Knights to the NCAAs in 2005, 2006 and 2011.

Army improves to 20-5 on the year, marking just the fourth 20-win season 
in team history. The Midshipmen finish their 2014 campaign 18-10.

They will face fourth-seeded Virginia in the opening round of the NCAA 
Tournament May 10 at the University of Virginia.

“This is a great win for us,” Poling said. “We’ve come so close in the 
last three years, so these guys were ready to do it. This year, we have more 
guys on the team and more guys helping us pull the train, it really is a family 
environment. Only eight guys played today, but they were pushed by the rest 
of the team.”

Army won the second and third doubles matches to clinch the doubles 
point, while the No. 1 match went unfinished. 

The Black Knights’ No. 3 pairing of sophomore Austin McCasin and 
freshman Kyle Barnes were the first to win, collecting an 8-3 decision over 
Navy’s Alex Gaines and Krishna Jana before freshmen Sam Lampman and 
Grant Riechmann combined for an 8-5 victory at No. 2 over Blake Daniel 
and Calvin Mark.

Junior Alex Van Velzer was named the tournament’s most-valuable player 
following his 6-0, 6-1 win over Navy’s Krishna Jana at No. 5 to put the Black 
Knights in front, 2-0. 

Army senior Asika Isoh took a 6-3, 6-3 decision over Navy’s Calvin 
Mark at the top singles position, just seconds before Daniel gathered a 6-2, 
6-4 win for the Midshipmen at No. 4 to make the score 3-1 in favor of the 
Black Knights.

Sophomore Harrison McCormick clinched the Patriot League 
Championship for Army with a 6-0, 5-7, 6-1 decision over Navy’s Tyler 
Tossavainen at the sixth singles flight.

Junior Alex Van Velzer receives the Patriot League Tournament’s most valuable player award 
from a Patriot League administrator after defeating Navy Sunday.         

       sPorts
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By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

On a day where the temperature and wind 
made the playing conditions less than ideal, 
Army freshman Peter Kim fired an even-par 70 
in the final round to capture medalist honors at 
the 2014 Patriot League Golf Championship  
Sunday at the West Point Golf Course. Kim 
shot a 1-under par, 209 during the 54-hole event, 
tying the second-best total in Patriot League 
Championship history. He was the only player 
to finish tournament under par. 

The Black Knights finished in second place 
with a team score of 871 (+31). The Loyola 
Greyhounds captured the team championship 
with a three-round total of 861 (+21). Army 
was in fourth place after the first round with a 

Kim captures PL Championship, Army finishes second
team score of 295 (+15), but rallied to shoot a 
280 (E) in the second 18 holes on Saturday. The 
Black Knights’ final round 296 (+16) was the 
second-lowest final round. 

“The conditions were extremely difficult 
today, and we knew that pars were going 
to be good,” head coach Brian Watts said. 
“Unfortunately, we got off to a slow start, but 
we started making some birdies and putting up 
a lot of pars in the middle of the round. At the 
end of the day, it wasn’t good enough. The guys 
battled hard, and I’m proud how they played the 
last two rounds. We’re going to look at that first 
round and see why we didn’t get the job done. 
We have a young team, and the future is bright, 
but this one is going to hurt. There is a lot of 
room for growth.”

Kim, who carded the lowest 18-hole score 

Army freshman golfer Peter Kim fires an even-par 70 in the final round Sunday 
to capture the 2014 Patriot League Golf Championship. Kim’s 1-under par 
209 during the 54-hole event tied the second-best total in Patriot League 
Championship history. The Black Knights finished second in team score.   
                    PhoToS CoUrTeSy oF army aThleTiC CommUniCaTionS

of the tournament with a 66 during the second 
round, earned both the Patriot League Most 
Outstanding Golfer and Most Outstanding 
Rookie Awards. 

Kim is the first player to win both trophies 
since the inception of the rookie award in 2005. 

He earned an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Regionals where he will compete as an 
individual. He will find out his postseason fate 
in a selection show televised live on the Golf 
Channel at 10 a.m. Monday.

“Peter’s 66 yesterday was special,” Watts 
said. “It gave him, and the team, a lot of 
momentum coming into today. We’ve always 
known that Peter and a few other guys have the 
potential to go low. Yesterday was a great time 
to post a low number and give himself a little 
edge going into today. It was nice to see him be 
able to stay focused. Coach (Rich) Brazeau did a 
great job walking with him all day and keeping 
his emotions level. For him to worth both awards 
is great. He works extremely hard and had to 
overcome a lot of adversity this past year. It’s 
nice to see it all come together.”

In addition to his two major awards, Kim 
also represented the Black Knights on the All-
Patriot League First Team. Classmate Justin 
Pagila and sophomore Marcus Plunkett, the 
top Patriot League rookie in 2013, were both 
second-team selections. 

Pagila shot a 9-over par 219 to finish 
seventh, while Plunkett finished tied for eighth 
with an 11-over par 221. 

Junior Robby Hill, senior Harrison Florence 
and sophomore Eric Peng finished 15th, tied for 
16th and tied for 38th, respectively.

Kim’s victory marks the third time in the last 
four seasons that an Army player has captured 
the individual championship. 

The Metuchen, N.J., native played the front 
nine at even par with bogeys on three and five 
countered with birdies on four and seven. After a 
bogey and seven pars, he made a birdie 4 on the 
final hole to finish the championship at 1-under 
par. Kim carded one only three rounds of even 
par or better in the final round.

•Patriot League Most Outstanding Golfer: 
Peter Kim, Army;

• Patriot League Most Outstanding Rookie: 
Peter Kim, Army;

• Patriot League Coach of the Year: Chris 
Baloga, Loyola;

• All-Patriot League First Team: Peter Kim 
(Army), August Jonas (Navy), Matt Oshrine 
(Loyola), Jimmy Dengler (Loyola), Brendan 
Lemp (Loyola)

• All-Patriot League Second Team: Carlos 
Kim (Lehigh), Justin Pagila (Army), Jared 
Mactas (Lafayette), Marcus Plunkett (Army), 
Harley Abrams (Lehigh).

Army freshman golfer Peter Kim holds the Patriot League 2014 Most Outstanding 
Golfer and Most Outstanding Rookie awards he received after the Patriot League 
Golf Championship Sunday.                   

The National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame (NFF) named 12 U.S. 
Military Academy cadets to the 2014 NFF Hampshire Honor Society. The NFF Hampshire 
Honor Society is comprised of college football players from all divisions of play who each 
maintained a cumulative 3.2 GPA or better throughout their college career.

The Army football players named were Shane Finnane, Thomas Holloway, Ryan Kalnins, 
Patrick Laird, Mitch McKearn, Richard Rainey, Zach Reichert, Anthony Stephens, John Szott, 
Hayden Tippett, Daniel Whitaker and Holt Zalneraitis.

Twelve Army football players 
chosen to NFF honor society


