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Sandhurst: Pursuing Excellence
Fifty-seven teams representing U.S. and international military academies and ROTC programs put months of preparation and training to the test during the 
48th annual Sandhurst Military Skills Competition April 11-12 at West Point, hosted by the U.S. Military Academy’s Department of Military Instruction. (Top, left) 
Members of the winning Company H-3 team work together at the DMI Challenge, the last event at Sandhurst. (Bottom, left) A cadet on the Co. I-1 team takes aim 
at the target with a grenade. (Right) A Co. D-4 cadet seals his protective mask and waits to get validated. See Pages 10-11 for story and photos. miKe StrASSer/PV
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Father Edson Wood, OSA: Requiescat in Pace

      Fa���� Eds�� J. W�o�
S�p�. 17, 1946—A���� 9, 2014

By Rev. Gabriel B. Costa 
Department of Mathematical Sciences

On Wednesday, April 9, 2014, my friend 
and brother priest, Father Edson Wood, heard 
the Lord call to him saying, “Edson … it’s time 
to come Home.” So Fr. Wood entered Eternity.

I fi rst met Father Wood roughly 20 years 
ago, during my second of four tours here at 
West Point. From the beginning, it was very 
clear to me that this was a gifted individual 
blessed with a fi ne intellect, a compassionate, 
priestly heart and a wit and love of music which 
I strongly suspect made his Irish ancestors 
extremely proud.

As the years went on, our friendship 
deepened and I learned more and more about 
this priest; we had a lot in common. We both 
had widowed mothers who were getting up 
there in years. We both came from a “Religious 
Order” background: he had been schooled by the 
Augustinians and I began my priestly studies 
with a group of Franciscans. And like me, Fr. 
Wood had a background in education.

But if you were to ask what struck me most 
about Fr. Wood vis-à-vis West Point, it would 
be his dedication to the service of the cadets. 
Morning after morning he would celebrate Mass 
at 6:30 a.m. Day after day he would be in the 

Father Edson Wood: 
A Black Robe Serving 
in the Long Grey Line

Chaplain’s offi ce counseling cadets. Only God 
knows how many confessions he heard, how 
many hospital visits he made, how many trips 
to the fi eld during Beast and Camp Buckner 
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By Capt. Todd A. Cheney
1st Regimental Chaplain

“A life is not important except in the impact 
it has on other lives” —Jackie Robinson

Father Edson Wood was a man of quiet 
impact. He was a simple man with simple 
tastes, but that shouldn’t be taken that his life 
and legacy are simple matters.

The reason his life—and in particular—his 
quiet, unpretentious service to the United States 
Corps of Cadets was extraordinary rather than 
simple was his genuine love for the Long Grey 
Line. 

How else do you explain his 20+ years as a 
selfl ess care giver at an institution notorious for 
the hectic environment? He was old school. He 
was the last civilian chaplain before the Army 

Pouring Out One’s 
Self for the Corps

during his two decades here at West Point—all 
for the Corps.

And his impact on these cadets did not 
end with their graduation and commissioning; 

dozens and dozens of alumni marriages were 
performed by Fr. Wood followed by baptism 
after baptism of children born of these unions. 
Not many graduates from this hallowed 
institution ceased to keep in touch with their 
beloved chaplain. 

This past December, I remember watching 
the beginning ceremonies of the Army-Navy 
Football Game. 

I got a kick out of seeing Fr. Wood on 
national TV—his head covered with an ACU 
Army baseball cap—giving the Invocation, in 
his usual, stellar manner.

Over the past three years or so, we would 
go out for dinner every now and then, have a 
few soda pops and discuss a variety of issues 
ranging from the Papacy to our love of dogs. 
We were comfortable sharing our losses (both 
our mothers had died), our concerns and how 
we looked at the future of the Church, the 
priesthood and things in general.

And the image—the lasting image—that I 
have of Father Wood is this: It is as a confessor 
during our regular Penance Services at Most 
Holy Trinity Chapel. As an Augustinian priest 
friar, he wore a black robe or frock. And with 
his priestly stole draped around his shoulders, 
he would be the instrument and vessel of 
God’s healing through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

And because of his love of the priesthood 
and his Augustinian spirituality, I will always 
picture him in his black robe ministering to the 
brave men and women who comprise the Long 
Grey Line.

Rest in peace, my brother priest.

Chief of Chaplains began populating slots at 
West Point. Father Wood viewed his existence 
and his role as USCC Brigade Chaplain as a way 
to keep Army brass honest. This past December, 
after agreeing to another fi ve-year appointment, 
he remarked to me, “I will forego retiring 
because I fi nd it amusing that I piss people off.” 
That is to say Father Wood was Irish. 

He was charming, perceptive, sharp as a 
tack and possessed a timely sense of humor I’ll 
always cherish. On one occasion I went to his 
offi ce to complain about some “dumb decision” 
from one of the senior chaplains. 

He listened intently and after a few moments 
smiled a devilish grin. And then he told me 
that in Company A-1’s hallway is a Latin 
phrase—“Illegitimi non carborundum”—and 
he wanted me to take it to heart. I inquired what 
the translation was and he replied, “Don’t let the 
bastards grind you down!”

I loved serving under and alongside whom 
others called “Woodie.” I always referred to 
him as Father Wood because of his wisdom and 

because I respected him. I have fond memories 
of observing him circulate Grant Hall for his 
daily 10 a.m. soup and chat with various cadets. 
Back when Father Wood was a young priest 
newly assigned to West Point, he did everything 
a military chaplain would do in order to be 
visible and accessible to his “kids”—referring 
to the countless cadets he provided cheer and 
comfort. 

During Cadet Basic Training, he would ruck 
with cadets and would also participate in the 
Buckner run back. During the Academic Year 
when he was younger, he would do creative 
things to brighten stressed-out cadets. 

Before becoming the Brigade Chaplain, 
Father Wood personally delivered Plebe Bibles 
to every cadet he was responsible for. One grad 
who I served with in the 101st Airborne Division 
remembered when Father Wood would deliver 
cookies/coffee to cadets during TEE week—
circulating every barracks building. 

As he got older and developed physical 
limitations, he opened his offi ce for refreshments 

during TEE week in December and in May, 
respectively. Father Wood didn’t do such things 
to hold onto his position, to provide bullets for 
an evaluation form or to impress someone. His 
motive was simple yet profound—to be the 
source of genuine love and care for cadets …
young men and women who would someday 
selfl essly serve our beloved nation.

The last handfuls of years were hard on 
Father Wood. He lost his mother in 2010, serving 
as her care-provider for 15 years. In 2012, his 
faithful companion of 17 years—his dog named 
Frisky died. However, those unfortunate events 
in Father Wood’s life did not deter him from 
providing consistent, constant and conspicuous 
spiritual leadership to the Corps.

I will miss him but thankful that, like others, 
he has left his fi nger prints on my soul.

In many ways, like another legendary West 
Pointer, Father Wood’s lasting legacy will be: 
“… I want you to know that when I cross the 
river, my last conscious thoughts will be of the 
Corps, the Corps, the Corps.”

When the Chaplain was notifi ed that Fr. 
Wood had regained consciousness after a major 
stroke and was requesting his mail, a pad and a 
pen, she generously responded that these would 
be forthcoming. The texter thought to himself: 
This act of kindness: you’ll live to regret it ...

Indeed, the correspondence Fr. Wood carried 
on with former students and the colleagues 
he loved—one of whom is a faculty member 
at USMA—was voluminous. Never one for 
technology, he wrote his letters and tracked 
his appointments by hand, and practiced, 
not penmanship, but the art of calligraphy: a 
cause of hope and challenge for southpaws 
everywhere.

Some think it was odd that a civilian held 
the position of USCC Chaplain at West Point. 
This, of course, is unremarkable, because Fr. 
Wood’s predecessors were all civilian clergy. 
(Full disclosure: he had a very brief stint as a 
Navy chaplain, a secret he guarded for the rest 
of his life.) He was, admittedly, the only priest 
to serve in this capacity. Yet, the reason this 
man was perfect for the post is simple. He was 
a member of the Order of St. Augustine.

Augustine (354-430 AD), Bishop of Hippo, 
“Doctor of Grace,” hero of Catholics and 
Protestants, and author of the largest extant body 
of works from antiquity, including the fi rst-ever 
autobiography, has enormous relevance for truly 
educated people, especially military offi cers. 
Hence, it is fi tting that one of his more illustrious 
sons should channel his passion for beauty 
and language, his extensive education, and his 
pursuit of virtue and love to cadets who will 
one day wield enormous power and infl uence.

In one of his sermons, St. Augustine 
remarks: “Question the beauty of the earth…
the sea...the sky...the stars...They answer, 
‘Behold: we are beautiful.’ Their beauty is their 
confession. But who made beautiful changing 
things, if not One who is beautiful and changes 
not?” Simply put, when you come face to face 

with beauty, you meet God Himself. Checking 
in on Fr. Wood’s house after his hospitalization, 
the visitor is struck by the way he left his home: 
immaculate, aesthetically pleasing and with the 
kind of orderliness even Plato would envy. On 
the piano is an open songbook of Gilbert and 
Sullivan, of whom our hero was a devotee. 
Those who knew him realized that Edson Wood 
did not simply write a letter, or deliver the Army-
Navy game benediction (the most recent one 
memorializing President Kennedy), or preach 
a sermon: he crafted works of art that delighted 
the mind and warmed the heart, with an ease that 
seemed almost effortless, which clearly was the 
result of years of training and discipline. As a 
musician, he could appreciate the very sound 
of language, how it can hold the ear in thrall, 
leaving behind intimations of eternity. In a 
recent talk with cadets, Fr. Wood remarked that 
“the sacred mysteries (are) portals of paradise 
transporting the soul to the realm of God.”

Fellow Augustinians remember Fr. Wood 
as both polymath and polyglot. His friend, Fr. 
Spinard, recalls discussing summer plans with 
his fellow seminarians. While others spoke of 
travel, or vacation at the beach, “Ed” announced: 
“I think I’ll learn Russian.” By the beginning 
of September, he had Вот это да! (Wow!). In 
time, he earned graduate degrees in Russian, 
French and, in honor of his founder, Latin. From 
St. Augustine, Fr. Wood learned the power and 
pith of Latin: Roma locuta est. Causa fi nita 
est. (“Rome has spoken. The case is closed.”) 
He could also spot phony Latin phrases, such 
as illegitimi non carborundum (“don’t let the 
bastards grind you down”) for what they were. 
Of course, many could do as much, but do they 
know the history of the phrase, that it was the 
motto of Gen. “Vinegar” Joe Stilwell in World 
War II? Our hero did.

Fr. Wood imparted this love of language to 
his students in Augustinian schools, particularly 
in inner city Washington, D.C. And yet, as a 

good Augustinian, he knew that the human 
instructor, even one with great verbal facility, 
does not ultimately teach a student. Rather, one 
merely points out realities to the student, and 
allows the interior teacher—that is, Christ—
to impart knowledge and illumine the mind. 
Eventually, Fr. Wood went on to Catholic 
University, where he served as assistant to the 
President, Dr. Edmund Pellegrino. Fr. Wood 
often quoted his friend and mentor, especially 
the characteristics of a truly educated person: 
the ability to learn on one’s own, show a critical 
mind, use language wisely, defend one’s values, 
be a good judge of beauty and value principle 
above partisanship.

Eventually, Fr. Wood came to West Point, 
during which time his busy schedule never 
prevented him from caring for his mother in 
her fi nal years. His charm and kindness served 
him well here. 

At a time when lesser minds engaged in 
endless arguments about “inclusive” language 
and political correctness, those who listened 
to his public benedictions know that Fr. Wood 
could speak from his own tradition without 
alienating others. It is notable that he avoided 
the name “Jesus,” and for two reasons. First, for 
Catholics, the Holy Name is only to be spoken 
in the rarest of circumstances, with profound 
awe and a bow of the head. 

Moreover, for Fr. Wood, invoking the Name 
was unnecessary most of the time. If, as St. 
Augustine says, Christ is the interior teacher, 
indeed truth itself (John 14:6), then there is no 
doubt as to where any genuine search for truth 
would lead.

Fr. Wood also shared with the world’s premier 
military academy the profound ethical lessons 
of Augustine, the founder of the “just war” 
tradition. Among these is the notion that under 
certain circumstances, force may be necessary 
to contain evil, and virtuous people can and 
must demonstrate intelligence, proportion and 

goodwill when confronting it. Even then, one 
should wage war “reluctantly, and with tears in 
one’s eyes.” As an administrator, Fr. Wood could 
lead while remembering what it means to follow. 
Consequently, he exercised authority with great 
subtlety and discretion, for he understood the 
responsibility that goes along with power. 
Again, he sought guidance from Augustine, who 
poignantly told his congregation, “I am terrifi ed 
by what I am for you, but comforted by what I 
am with you. For you I am a bishop, and with 
you I am a Christian. The fi rst is an offi ce, the 
second a grace.”

Over the years, Fr. Wood found supreme 
joy offi ciating at the weddings of his former 
students, and he taught them all: military 
officers, of course, but politicians, media 
personalities, businessmen, teachers and writers 
as well. In his homilies, he was fond of the much 
used—and much misunderstood—phrase from 
Augustine: “Love, and then do what you will.” 
Fr. Wood explains to husbands and wives that 
Augustine does not advocate emotion-fueled 
recklessness.

The word for “love” he uses is not ama but 
dilige, and implies carefulness and profound 
respect for the beloved, as does “due diligence.” 
Thus, true love demands nothing short of one’s 
very best: true wisdom, utter devotion and 
complete generosity.

If it is true that one’s death is the crowning 
achievement of life, then Fr. Wood’s fi nal days 
are instructive. He often said that he disliked 
retirement ceremonies, and planned not to have 
one, praying instead to slip away unnoticed. As 
it happened, his prayer was half answered.

In the end, he lived according to the rule of 
St. Augustine, who once declared, “You have 
made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts 
are restless until they rest in Thee.”

Rest well, dear Father. Rest well.

— An Admirer

From the Superintendent:

Thank you to the entire West Point community for your 
support and cooperation during the 2014 Sandhurst Military 
Skills Competition. We appreciate the great effort shown by 
all to make this annual event a huge success.

Our military training program is a critical part of our 
leadership development program, and we were able to 
witness some of the best military training in the country. 

The Sandhurst Military Skills Competition is an 
outstanding opportunity for cadets from around the 
country and the world to display their tactical and technical 
profi ciency. 

It is also a tremendous opportunity for the participants 
to test themselves against their contemporaries from across 
the globe.

Every cadet team demonstrated incredible teamwork, 
leadership and commitment to winning. This is what we 
expect of our future leaders, and I was glad to see every 
team working together and laying it all on the line for their 
teammates.

We were also fortunate to have international teams from 
Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Germany, Mexico, Nigeria 
and the United Kingdom participating in the competition.  

The friendships formed with each other during this short 
engagement will last a lifetime and will surpass any political 
issues that may ever develop between nations.  

A special thanks and acknowledgment to Col. Glenn 
Goldman, the entire Department of Military Instruction team 
and the USMA staff for their superb planning, execution and 
leadership during the competition.

Finally, congratulations to H-3, led by Cadet Amy Saxton, 
Class of ‘15, for being the #1 USCC Company and to 1st 
Regiment for winning the overall best Regiment Sandhurst 
award. It was great to see such a strong showing by all the 
USCC companies—everyone was a winner.

Thank you again for all of your support, and Go Army!

    Robert L. Caslen, Jr.
         Lieutenant General, U.S. Army
         Superintendent

Superintendent thanks community for support during Sandhurst
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West Point Cyber team back on top
Cadets reclaim Cyber Defense 
Exercise trophy from Air Force
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

After a weeklong battle among the five military academies 
competing in the National Security Agency’s annual Cyber 
Defense Exercise, the U.S. Military Academy was named this 
year’s champions April 11.

“It was close,” Class of 2014 Cadet Andrew Blood, Co. 
H-3, said. 

The trophy will vacate its Colorado Springs home, after 
a two-year hiatus with the U.S. Air Force Academy placing 
second, followed by the Coast Guard and Naval Academies. The 
Merchant Marine Academy did not place.

The Defense Department is under constant threat of cyber 
attacks from hackers and other malicious interference to network 
security and cybersecurity is a major concern with terrorists. 

To learn how to counter these attacks, the National Security 

Agency designed a competition that challenges undergraduate 
participants from the five military academies to build and then 
defend their networks in the annual CDX competition beginning 
in 2001.

Thirty cadets occupied West Point’s Information Warfare 
Analysis and Research Lab April 7-11 to attempt to detect 
intrusions to their network security from the NSA’s “red team.”

“This is a realistic scenario using the same type of networks 
that would be used in the field,” Lt. Col. David Raymond, 
associate professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science, said.

The NSA makes it hard for academy teams even though they 
must use unclassified tools.

The U.S. Military Academy’s cyber team reacts to the announcement they’ve won the 2014 Cyber Defense 
Exercise against the other competing service academies April 11.  

Obama returns to 
West Point for Class 
of 2014 graduation

President Barack Obama at the Class of 2010 
graduation at Michie Stadium.                     File Photo

Staff Reports

The White House announced Monday that President 
Barack Obama will speak at the graduation ceremony May 
28 at Michie Stadium for the U.S. Military Academy Class 
of 2014. 

Obama delivered the commencement address during his 
first term for the Class of 2010. First Lady Michelle Obama 
spoke with cadets and their guests at the graduation eve 
banquet at Washington Hall. 

Last year, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel delivered the 
USMA graduation address and the president spoke two days 
later in Annapolis for the U.S. Naval Academy Class of 2013.

 “The networks are created by the cadets using specification 
from the NSA. The systems must have a server, email and file 
storage. The NSA attempts to gain entry into the network by 
various means and the cadets need to counter their attack,” 
Raymond said.

Cadets are either computer science majors or information 
technology majors. Out of a list of 62 candidates, 30 are chosen 
to participate. Raymond said the contest has historically been a 
rivarly between USMA and USAFA. 

“The cadets do this as part of an elective course on 
cybersecurity,” Raymond said. “Many cadets took courses in 
information technology, setting up networks and configuring. 
Some have taken digital forensics, a major course that prepares 
them to do this.”

Faculty advisors and members of the NSA were present 
to monitor the work. Colors are used to depict the variety of 
network concerns.

Class of 2014 Cadet Hayden Tippett, team captain, said they 
set up a baseline network, which takes awhile getting things 
connected, meeting requirements and spending a lot of time in 
the lab preparing to defend their networks.

“As soon as we had everything set up on the first day, within 
10 minutes we had 72,000 data packets come through trying to 
gain access,” Tippett, Co. I-1, said. “We can see when people try 
to gain access by using network monitoring tools.”

Tippett said counter measures are employed to prevent 
attacks.

“We have firewalls; each system has their own firewall,” he 
said. “A firewall is like a bouncer in a night club, we can prevent 
something from happening. We also can close ports.”

Cybersecurity is such an important defense tool that the 
Human Resource Command created a provincial Army cyber 
branch to provide career development and readiness. 

“Within two years, there will be a regular cyber branch in 
the Army,” Raymond said. “This year, for the first time, we will 
send cadets to the Army Cyber Command after graduation. We 
are sending some of our best people.”

 In Case You Missed It
The U.S. Military Academy has been in the news 

recently about the establishment of a cyber warfare 
research institute at West Point. 

The Army Cyber Institute’s mission is to become 
a national resource for research, advice and education 
in the cyber domain, engaging Army, government, 
academic and industrial cyber communities with the 
purpose of enabling effective Army cyber defense and 
cyber operations.

The institute is presently comprised of active military 
members and  civilian personnel, with the anticipation of 
hiring more cyber professionals in the future. Col. Greg 
Conti serves as director and the Cyber Chair is former 
commanding general of the U.S. Army Cyberspace 
Command, retired Lt. Gen. Rhett Hernandez.

Learn more at http://www.westpoint.edu/acc/
SitePages/Home.aspx.

 

Men’s Team Handball: The Men’s Team Handball club 
won its eighth consecutive national championship and 27th 
overall, April 11-13, at Auburn University, Ala.

The College National Championships included 11 collegiate 
teams and a national team select, comprised of players that are in 
the Men’s National Team training camp in Auburn, Ala. 

West Point Black, the varisty team, dominated the 
competition, sweeping through pool play by defeating Illinois 
State University and earning the toughest win of the tournament 
against the National Team Select by the score of 22-17. West 
Point won the quarterfinals against Ohio State and the semifinals 
versus Clemson University, defeating both teams by a large 
margin. 

The 2014 College Nationals finals was a one-sided affair as 
the West Point Black controlled the game against the team from 
the University of North Carolina and won 24-15. There is no 
doubt that the defensive effort was the key to victory and was 
mostly led by Class of 2014 Cadet Andrew College and Class 
of 2015 Cadet Coleman Grider, with Class of 2015 Cadet David 
Brown in goal. 

The offense played as a cohesive, disciplined unit throughout 
the entire tournament with every player on the roster contributing 
to the scoring rubric. In the coach’s vote, Class of 2015 Cadet 
Coree Aten distinguished himself as the most valuable player of 
the tournament. The following handball players were selected 
for the U.S. Senior National Team: Class of 2015 Cadets Connor 
Holt and Coree Aten, and Class of 2014 Cadet Jacob Bennett. 

West Point Gold, the junior varsity team was led by Class of 
2016 Cadets Xavier Davis and Daniel Zeck, beat the host club 
from Auburn University in their first contest. In the second day 
of competition, Gold faced a strong Air Force varsity team and 
played one of the most exciting games of the year but fell short 
by one goal. 

With a record of 1-1, the West Point Gold still qualified for the 
quarterfinals, where they were met by an experienced University 
of North Carolina club. In an exciting goal for goal battle, the 
UNC team pulled the victory in the last two minutes of the game. 
The loss eliminated the West Point Gold team from the chance 
for semifnals. The team played its final game for sixth place 
defeating Texas A&M University by a difference of nine points. 

Men’s Team Handball has one more tournament in May, the 
Club National Championships, where it looks to improve on its 
third-place showing from last year. 

 

Women’s Rugby: The West Point Women’s Rugby team 
clinched the women’s championship April 6 at the 48th annual 
Cherry Blossom Rugby Tournament. 

The team was awarded the championship trophy after winning 
five straight games over two days. The team defeated UMass, 
22-5; Buffalo, 28-5; Slippery Rock, 43-0; Salisbury, 19-8; and 
UConn, 14-0.  

Women’s Team Handball: The West Point Women’s Team 
Handball club defeated the University of North Carolina, 19-4, 
to win the 2014 College National Championship. Class of 2015 
Cadet Ashton Wolf was selected as the Most Valuable Player 
and Class of 2015 Cadet Melissa Wells was named Best Goalie. 

West Point also defeated the U.S. National Team  in a friendly 
contest, with the winning goal scored on a penalty shot in the 
last seconds of the game. 

Combat Weapons: The Combat Weapons Team earned 
the title of the 2014 Champion with a win at the annual Joint 
Service Academy Combat Weapons Competition April 5 in 
Springfield, Mass. 

The West Point team had five shooters in the top 10, to include 
the overall top shot in this year’s competition. Class of 2014 Cadet 
Andrew Zecha earned the top shot award and helped secure the 
win over teams from Texas A&M, the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, 
the Virginia Military Institute and the U.S. Naval Academy. 

This was the final competition for Zecha, and fellow firsties 
Jim Fiser, Danny Freeman and Austin Marietta who will report 
to the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Ga. after graduation. 

“This match is the culmination of all our time spent training 
on the Combat Weapons Team,” Zecha said. “The other matches 
that I have competed in leading up to JSACWC were in 
preparation to perform as well as possible when going against our 
sister academies. To me, the Combat Weapons Team is more than 
just shooting, CWT develops leaders through both marksmanship 
and increased responsibility. Everyone on the team has a role they 
serve in from new member to cadet-in-charge.”

This is the 15th year of the match and the West Point team was 
focused on winning as they lost to Navy by four seconds last year. 
The team trained since late August focusing on the fundamentals 

in order to minimize mistakes during the stages. Going into the 
match this year all the cadets had at least shot three to four local 
matches and also shot All-Army at Fort Benning in the fall. West 
Point finished the competition with a team score of 17,02. The 
hard work from all the cadets paid off and they were able to beat 
Navy by over 60 seconds. 

USA teAm hAndbAll Photo

Powerlifting: West Point Powerlifting traveled to Orlando, 
Fla., to compete against 36 other universities and colleges in 
the USA Powerlifting Collegiate National Championships. The 
cadets earned a second-place medal and a fifth-place medal, 
and placed sixth overall beating both Navy and Air Force in 
the process. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Zachary Newman (Co. B-2) placed 
second in the 116-pound weight class and Class of 2014 Cadet 
Andrew Wing (Co. F-2) placed fifth in the 264-pound weight 
class.  Team captain Class of 2014 Cadet Adam Rubalcaba (Co. 
B-4) placed eighth in the 231-pound weight class and Class 
of 2014 Cadet Lucas Brandt (Co. A-2) took ninth place in the 
264-pound weight class. 



6 7April 17, 2014April 17, 2014 pointer View  pointer View  

The West Point Cadet 
Pipes and Drums Band 
performed at the 32nd 
annua l  West  Po in t 
Military Tattoo Sunday 
at Trophy Point.The 
dancers are:  Class 
of 2015 Cadet Alexis 
Martinez, Class of 2016 
Cadet Alissah McGill 
and Class of 2014 Cadet 
Abby McCauley. The 
band performed with 
other special  guest 
performers such as the 
Virginia Military Institute 
and the Marine Pipes 
and Drums band. The 
band  competes as a 
member of the Eastern 

U.S. Bagpipe Association (EUSPBA) 
as a Grade V Band. Band membership 
is open to all cadets of the United 
States Military Academy, no prior skill 
in piping, drumming or dancing is 
required. The band is the only active 
duty Pipes and Drums band in the 
United States Army.
   PhotoS by KAthy eAStwood/PV

Pipes & Drums perform annual Military Tattoo

West Point improves standings in RecycleMania
By Maj. Russell Thomas
Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering

West Point competed against 461 other colleges and universities in the 2014 RecycleMania  
Tournament.

West Point took first place in the cardboard category, which they just missed last year 
with a second-place finish in 2013.  Additionally, West Point finished second this year (a large 
improvement from last year’s seventh place) in the “Per Capita Classic.”  

“This is West Point’s fourth year competing in RecycleMania and we have been steadily 
improving our national rank each year. We are absolutely thrilled that cadets are getting involved 
and trying to cut down on waste. This competition has helped revolutionize the way we handle trash 
and recycling in the Corps” Class of 2014 Cadet Bonny Bradway, the president of the Engineers 
and Scientists for a Sustainable World Club, said.  

The annual competition leverages campus spirit to increase recycling and waste reduction at 
colleges and universities across the U.S. and Canada,  representing more than 5.3 million students. 
Between the early-February kickoff and the tournament’s final day on March 29, participating 
schools collectively recycled or composted 89.1 million pounds of recyclables and organic 
materials, preventing the release of 126,597 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent into the 
atmosphere, which is equivalent to preventing annual emissions from 24,823 cars. 

The recycling effort at West Point is strongly supported by both the installation and the student 
and faculty body. Stanley Brown, the West Point recycling program manager, was instrumental to 

the success in the cardboard category by facilitating a method to make recycling cardboard easy 
on campus. Additionally, the Cadet Energy and Environment Chain of Command, led by Class 
of 2014 Cadet McKenzie Hudgins, and the ESSW Club were active in motivating the Corps of 
Cadets to increase recycling efforts.  

“We’ve come a long way in just four short years and our continual advancement in all categories 
sets a precedence for the future,” Hudgins said. “Awareness and a more integrated effort with the 
cadet chain of command made a huge difference this year.”

Hudgins said the E2O staff has worked hard to find more ways to recycle and the Class of 
2015 are ready to continue the efforts next semester.

“I think the program is well on its way to future wins in RecycleMania and much more next 
year,” she said. “Doing well in our short-term goals also makes the long-term goals much more 
attainable. West Point won’t go from wasteful and inefficient to net zero in any short amount of 
time; it’s the baby steps we started taking four years ago when the E2O program was created.  
I’m excited for what we’ve accomplished and I think it only goes to show how capable we are of 
doing even better in the future.”

Both the Energy and Environment Chain of Command and ESSW are initiatives of the 
Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering.  

Complete results for all 11 categories can be found on http://recyclemania.org, including 
a breakout that shows how schools performed by athletic conference, institution size, state and 
other groupings. The national winners of each category are recognized with an award made from 
recycled materials and earn bragging rights.  

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Hansel and Gretel may have used bread crumbs to find their way out of the woods, but for 
nearly 300 people who participated in the West Point annual Orienteering “A-Meet” April 12-13, 
a compass and a map made more sense.

This top-tier land navigation competition featured more than 250 participants from over 12 

countries in attendance to experience the course at Lake Frederick, a large wooded area that includes 
steep hills and marshes. It was the first time the event has been held in that area since 1996. 

The two maps used in competition were updated as part of a larger project to modernize maps 
used for military land navigation training. The southern portion of the area, noted on the map 
as the Black and White Cap Mountain, was mapped at a much higher level of detail by noting 
individual elements of complex cliff features and intricate vegetation mapping. The event was 
planned and executed by the West Point Orienteering team with the assistance of Maj. Stephen 
Lewandowski, Maj. Dylan Malcomb and Col. Mike Hendricks of the Department or Geography 
and Environmental Engineering.

“The map is different this year,” Class of 2015 Cadet Carl Adams said. “We have looked at 
the map and navigated it to determine the difficulty. Controls are spread out over the area where 
participants need to punch with their electronic card to determine their time. The punched cards 
then go to the download station at the completion of the race.”

Orienteering is a competitive international sport––more popular in Europe–––combining racing 
and navigation. It is a timed race and competitors, using specially created and highly detailed 
maps depicting routes, must navigate through courses that are often diverse with various levels 
of difficulty. Competitors must visit control points in sequence throughout the course. 

 Adams said he has always been a runner, but he did a little orienteering in scouts and he 
thought he would give it a try by joining the West Point Orienteering Club.

Many people described the three-hour course as somewhat difficult. James McGrath, a 
competitor from the Philadelphia area, said it was hilly but not the toughest he’s faced.

“I thought the course was fantastic,” McGrath said. “They have this event every year and the 
cadets do a great job––very professional.”

Class of 2017 Cadet Hans Sitarz said he heard competitors describing the course as hard.
“People were making mistakes,” Sitarz said. “But some competitors are better than others.”
Sitarz, who was named to the U.S. Junior National Orienteering Team in January, said 

orienteering is both a physical and mental challenge which improves decision-making capabilities.

Orienteering club hosts 35th annual “A-Meet”

The 35th annual West Point Orienteering A-Meet at Lake Frederick April 12-13 
included nearly 300 participants.
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Just a typical nature walk (except with weapons and rucks)

Emergency Preparedness Exercise to 
test West Point readiness April 21-24
By Christopher G. Hennen 
DPTMS

West Point’s monthlong Active Shooter 
Preparedness Exercise is underway, and with 
the active-shooter incident at Fort Hood—the 
second in recent years—occurring only seven 
months after a similar tragedy at the Washington 
Naval Yard, it’s a good time to focus our 
attention on emergency preparedness.

Leaders at Fort Hood had anticipated mass 
casualty events in their emergency response 
plans, training and exercises. Installation 
personnel—Soldiers, civilians, family 
members—had been trained to take appropriate 
and decisive action to counter an active shooter. 
The community’s response in 2009 and again 
earlier this month demonstrate the value of 
preparedness and certainly prevented greater 
loss of life. Now it’s time for West Point to test 
its readiness. 

West Point has launched its community-
awareness campaign to keep the community 
informed; as part of the effort, an active-
shooter-response video will be aired on the 

Command Channel three times daily through 
Sunday. 

Recognizing the potential of community 
readiness to enable an effective response 
and accelerated recovery, all West Point 
organizations, military as well as civilian 
staff and faculty, cadets and family members 
will participate in a variety of preparedness 
activities, which include registering to receive 
Desktop Alert emergency notifications and 
practicing lockdown procedures. 

On Monday and Tuesday, community 
compliance with the April Random Antiterrorism 
Measures will be assessed; the Stony Lonesome 
Child Development Center and the West Point 
Schools will conduct intruder-response drills 
on Wednesday. 

The 2014 West Point full-scale exercise 
culminates with a two-day active-shooter-
response assessment. 

On April 24, the Plain will serve as the 
setting for a notional attack that occurs during 
a graduation parade. 

While first responders address the immediate 
consequences of the incident, Central Area 

• Through Sunday: Command Channel airs active shooter response 
video (9 a.m., noon and 6 p.m. daily);
• Monday-Tuesday: Post-wide RAMs compliance assessments;
• Wednesday: CDC, WP Schools intruder response drills;
• April 24: (8 a.m.-noon) Active shooter response exercise on the 
Plain and Central Area.

personnel are expected to respond to a lockdown 
directive issued through Desktop Alert and 
Giant Voice. 

The exercise continues—and concludes—
on April 25 with a focus on casualty care, 
community recovery and crisis communications.

West Point Antiterrorism Officer Matt 
Cassidy underscored the importance of 
preparation, especially at West Point, which is 
generally perceived as safe and secure. 

“Having a plan and practicing that plan 
could very well save your life when that moment 
strikes, since it always happens when you least 
expect it,” he said. “The tragedy at Fort Hood 

illustrates the need for us to be vigilant and 
prepared to act.”

The Garrison Commander, Col. Dane 
Rideout, added, “We can never know when 
that moment might come, but unfortunately we 
are repeatedly reminded that it’s not a question 
of if it will happen, simply a question of when 
and where. The incidents at Fort Hood and the 
Washington Naval Yard are, first and foremost, 
tragedies for all involved, however, the lesson 
and the challenge for installations like West 
Point are to learn from these tragedies and to 
prepare more effectively for the fluctuating 
security environment.”

2014 Emergency Preparedness Exercise Key Events

By Class of 2015 Cadet Aaron Pell 

With the trees just beginning to blossom 
beautifully, with a cold spring wind passing 
through, and with the sun frequently shining in 
the sky, there could not be a more perfect time 
for a little walk in nature, and no better place 
than West Point to conduct one.

Every spring, the U.S. Military Academy 
obligingly welcomes members of militaries 
from around the world to participate in just such 
a nature walk, of the kind one might have done 
with one’s family during childhood summer 
vacations. 

Except this small nature walk usually proves 
a little less relaxing than the traditional brand 
and generally includes some special, perhaps 
unique equipment like weapons, rucksacks and 
more than a little sweat.

Just over a week ago, vans began arriving at 
West Point, laden with teams from around the 
world, here to compete in the annual Sandhurst 
Military Skills Competition. From Chile to 
Mexico to Canada to Great Britain and all the 
way to China, military academies sent their 
best representatives to participate in what might 
easily be confused with one’s typical “familial 
nature walk.”

Throughout the woods surrounding West 
Point all the way to the Cadet Area, the teams 
tested their abilities to shoot, disarm and arm 
weapons, react to gas attacks, land navigate, 
and throw grenades, among other military tasks. 
The challenges tested their ability handle stress 
and difficulty, while working as a team, all the 

while with some weight on their backs and not 
much sleep.

Few members of the teams know about all of 
the preparation involved in West Point’s special 
annual “nature walk.” Class of 2015 Cadet 
Lance Barrow, the Brigade Sandhurst command 
sergeant major, believes that this year’s success 
“came ultimately from the leadership at the 
lowest levels on up, which is what made it all 
possible in the first place.” Behind the scenes of 
the weekend is the work of tens of cadets and 
officers facilitating training, supply and safety to 
ensure that the international nature walk about 
West Point would proceed without a hitch.

In addition to the organizers, each cadet 
company fielded its own team that trained the 
entire semester, and sometimes more, for the 
event. Their work and efforts demonstrate the 
commitment of the Corps, and of West Point 
in general, to welcoming representatives from 
around the world to partake in some friendly 
competition, all while sharing the vast resources 
at USMA.

After Saturday’s award ceremony, a trip to 
the Firstie Club revealed a change from the day’s 
somewhat competitive family nature walk to a 
boisterous and jovial family dinner. A cursory 
glance of the club revealed the vast diversity 
that had come to West Point for the contest. 
Uniforms quickly morphed however as cadets, 
officer, and noncommissioned officers from 
around the world began trading patches, hats 
and even full uniforms to keep as mementos of 
their positive experience.

West Point’s counterparts throughout the 

world will always be welcome to return next 
year and enjoy one of its typical, relaxing nature 
walks (as long as it involves wearing rucksacks, 

carrying rifles, resting very little, potentially 
sleeping in the rain, and walking long distances 
of course!)   

Head of the Class
Class of 2016 Cadet Regina Parker certified 
to teach West Point Ground School program
Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Class of 2016 Cadet Regina Parker loves to fly but given the choice, she’d much rather teach.
As the cadet-in-charge of the West Point Aviation Club’s Ground School program, that’s exactly 

what she’s doing. Parker has just earned her certification as an advanced ground instructor—the first 
cadet in recent history to do so—and is now qualified to teach the weekly class at Washington Hall.

The instruction is geared toward cadets interested in acquiring their private pilot’s license and 
is available for anyone wanting to learn more about aviation. 

Until now, she’s assisted Lt. Col. Tanya Estes, the Ground School officer-in-charge, but next 
semester she’ll be flying solo in front of the class. Parker looks forward to what she sees as a 
unique leadership opportunity.

“West Point is designed to make you a leader, and leaders teach,” Parker said. “It’s basically 
the same principles—you have to know how to communicate with people, get a message across 
and have others want to learn from and follow your lead. So I feel like I’ve been learning how to 
do this my entire time at West Point.”

Parker, who’s majoring in Mechanical Engineering and American Politics, has learned to 
prioritize all her interests at the academy. 

In addition to the Aviation Club, she is active in the Student Conference on U.S. Affairs and 
will serve next year as the operations officer. She’s on the Domestic Affairs Forum staff, leads a 
political thought reading group, works the first aid station at the annual Boy Scout Camporee and 
trained all semester with the Company H-1 Sandhurst team.

“I have a busy schedule here but I enjoy it. I’m getting so much out of it, and I’m grateful for 
the opportunities,” she said.

So with all that on her plate, a couple of FAA exams didn’t exactly overwhelm her.
“I studied a lot over spring break as much as I hate saying that,” Parker said.
That meant pouring over a 400-plus page text book and taking practice tests multiple times 

until she practically knew the answers without having read the questions in full. 
“It’s a pretty challenging test day,” Estes said. “Those are not an easy couple of tests to take, 

and she did a lot of preparation these past few months.”
The exams are taken back-to-back, two and a half hours each, with one covering the spectrum 

of aviation and the other called “Fundamentals of Instructing.” 
Parker first learned of the Aviation Club when she happened to see  Air Force Lt. Col. Ronald 

Whittle, the Flying Team’s officer-in-charge, wearing a bomber jacket. She initially joined the 
Flying Team but really wanted to help Estes with Ground School.

“I couldn’t do everything, so I had to choose what I was most passionate about,” Parker said. 
“It was the Ground School program because I thought that’s how we could reach out to more 
cadets who are interested in getting a pilot’s license.”

Estes said it was never a concern that Parker was taking on too much at once.
“There’s pretty much nothing that Regina Parker can’t do,” Estes said. “And she does very 

well in everything she takes on. We knew from the get-go that she could take on this additional 
responsibility so that was never a concern for us. She drew her own boundaries. We would love 
to have her compete on the Flying Team because she has all the skills and abilities to do very well 
at that, but she decided early on that she enjoyed teaching. That was her niche.”

Estes is excited to see how Parker will help grow the Ground School.
“I’ve found cadets bring a lot more creativity to it and Regina already has great ideas,” Estes 

said. “I think it will really attract cadets to the class when they see it’s being taught by another 
cadet. It demonstrates to them that they have the ability to get to that level of understanding and 
expertise; it also gives the cadets the opportunity to develop teaching skills themselves.”

 Not only will Parker learn peer leadership by instructing Ground School, Estes said it’ll make 
her a better pilot.

“She’s going to learn and grow by teaching because it forces you to know the subject inside 
and out,” Estes said. “It’s one thing to know the rules, but then it’s entirely different having to 

Class of 2016 Cadet Regina Parker, a member of the West Point Aviation Club, 
earned her advanced ground instructor certification which will allow her to teach 
the weekly Ground School program at Washington Hall starting next semester.
explain why it’s the rule.”

Parker said the Ground School enrolled at least 30 cadets last semester, with several on their 
way to earning a private pilot’s license. 

She thinks there are enough benefits to entice more attendance.
“If you were doing this on your own dime it would be very expensive,” Parker said. “It’s super 

convenient—Monday nights, a two-minute walk away. I’m always willing to help, other members 
of the team are willing to help. The textbooks are provided, and even if you don’t want to be a 
private pilot, it’s just good information to know. It’s like an elective.”

Estes is thrilled to have Parker teach Ground School, but is not adverse to seeing her perform 
some day with the Flying Team either.

“She’s really got the ability and I’d love to see her do it. But like I said before, she’s found her 
niche, just as I love teaching the Ground School,” Estes said.

Parker doesn’t like to draw attention to herself, and wasn’t sure why she was asked to be 
interviewed. So getting an email from the commandant congratulating her upon earning the 
certification was a shock.

“I was not expecting that,” Parker said. “I got my certification so I could lead the Ground 
School, but I didn’t expect any recognition from it. I mean, people do really cool stuff here all the 
time; some people are going to Sapper School, others just graduated from Ranger School. That 
happens all the time here.”

Parker, a native of Chapel Hill, N.C., used money she earned tutoring high school students to 
pay for flying lessons and earned her private pilot’s license at the age of 17. 

Her parents and grandfather are all recreational pilots and Parker finds flying a challenging and 
enjoyable skill—one she hopes to use when no longer bogged down in academics.

“There’s really no limit to what you can learn about aviation. It can be a continuous learning 
experience and it will be for my whole life,” she said.
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You have proven that the pursuit of excellence 
is a worthy endeavor.

— Maj. Gen. Stuart Skeates, Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst Commandant

“
”

Sandhurst is ...

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The foundation for which the annual Sandhurst Competition is built upon—
the four priorities determined by the Department of Military Instruction—
begins with leader development.

That was evident long before the competition began. All 36 teams in the 
Corps of Cadets were responsible for their own training, with the team captains 
in charge of executing a safe but rigorous regimen throughout a somewhat 
brutal winter. The Sandhurst cadet command team provided the necessary 
logistical  and operational support to make that training happen, in addition 
to the 300 cadets who assisted in running the two-day competition.

The preparation proved its worth for the Corps and, really, all 57 teams 
participating at the 48th annual Sandhurst Military Skills Competition. The new 
scoring system employed a gold, silver and bronze standard defi ned by mastery 
of basic offi cer tasks, profi ciency and entry level understanding, respectively.

“Everybody medaled,” Col. Glenn Goldman, DMI director, said April 
12 at the awards ceremony. “Within the Corps of Cadets, that validates our 
military development program here.”

Still the traditional awards remained in place, and the Reginald E. Johnson 
Memorial Plaque for the best overall team was presented to the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst’s Blue team. Within the Corps of Cadets, 1st Regiment 
was named best overall regiment and 16-time recipient of the Sandhurst 
Trophy. Company H-3 earned the Sandhurst Streamer for best squad. The 
cadets from Texas A&M were named the best ROTC team and scored second 
highest overall behind the British team.

“The DMI cadre and I saw a lot of hustle, a lot of skill and a lot of teamwork 
out there ... we saw the warrior spirit and we saw military excellence,” Goldman 
said. “But most of all we saw young leaders make decisions and move their 
Soldiers in the right direction to successfully accomplish tasks.”

Additionally, Goldman thanked the DMI cadre and Maj. Henry Coltart, the 
British exchange offi cer, during the awards ceremony for providing guidance 
and support.

Maj. Gen. Stuart Skeates, the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst 
commandant, credited one of his predecessors for being the fi rst to present 
West Point with a Sandhurst Trophy in 1967. 

“And it has been a succession of equally, if not more, far-sighted 
commandants of West Point that have turned the simple idea of its original 
purpose—the pursuit of excellence—which we in the offi cer training world 
understand only too well, into a competition,” Skeates said.

The competition, he said, has developed to where a diverse range of nations 
can build relations while providing an opportunity for its young leaders to  
showcase their talents.

“The young men and women who I’ve seen competing today have been 
uniformly outstanding,” Skeates said. “You can all be proud of what you’ve 
achieved. You are all the very best of your generation. You have proven that 
the pursuit of excellence is a worthy endeavor.”

( A b o v e )  C a m a r a d e r i e 
a n d  t e a m w o r k  w e r e 
forged through months of 
training for the 36 teams 
representing the U.S. Corps 
of  Cadets.  Ul t imately, 
Company H-3 was awarded 
as best squad at the 2014 
Sandhurst Military Skills 
Competition. (Left) It took 
the combined scores of a 
regiment’s nine companies 
to earn the Sandhurst 
Trophy, and this year the 
honor was bestowed upon 
1st Regiment. Pictured, 
members of the Co. B-1 team 
endure the DMI Challenge to 
aid their regiment to victory.

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

West Point just doesn’t seem the same anymore.  Now that the Sandhurst 
Competition is over, no longer are there dozens of teams running, rucking 
and tying rope bridges everywhere on post. 

The training was so constant and commonplace that it sometimes went 
unnoticed ... until it no longer exists.

Class of 2014 Cadet Andrew Carlson is going to miss it. Like most of 
his graduating colleagues, Carlson, the Company H-4 captain, said it isn’t 
really the competition he’s going to remember.

“I’ll never forget the team and the relationships we’ve built,” Carlson 
said. “The competition might beat you up a lot, but you leave with a smile 
because of your team.”

Class of 2014 Cadet Brian Mclaughlin, Co. C-1 captain, said likewise.
“I’m going to remember the team, the great team,” Mclaughlin said. 

“We  worked together so well. Sometimes you see the problem of too many 
chiefs and not enough indians, but that didn’t happen. All I had to do was 
give direction and the team made it happen.”

Class of 2014 Cadet Nick Chizek is going to refl ect on each team he 
competed with, from plebe to fi rstie year.

“It was almost a completely different squad each year, but every one of 
them made me who I am,” Chizek said.

As the Co. Hs-1 captain, Chizek said sometimes individual strengths 
don’t always mesh well as a team, but this year’s squad had a good dynamic.

“You spend fi ve months working toward this one competition, and the 
fi nal outcome isn’t not about the competition itself. At the end of the day 
we are all going to become lieutenants, and so it was the training and the 
team-building.” Chizek said.

No one goes into Sandhurst expecting to lose, so honing that competitive 
edge is also important to measure success.

“There’s a lot of training value to Sandhurst but you want to win as 
well,” Chizek said.

As far as the competition itself, Carlson said it was the best yet. He’s 
competed three times before and served as an alternate his plebe year. 

“It was the best representation I’ve seen at Sandhurst of an actual combat 
patrol. In years past it was timed movements from event to event which 
turned it more into a marathon essentially,” Carlson said. “We were able to 
control our pace and focus on the tasks.”

Course speed and time penalties still factored, but Carlson said the 
competition had more emphasis on soldier skills instead of valuing the fastest 
team. Leadership was key and teams who did well at each site were the ones 
who read the FRAGOs carefully and relayed information to each other.

“That was defi nitely a factor. The best I could do was provide my team 
a warning order, notify them on what we will have to do and then establish 
tasks and priorities to everyone,” Mclaughlin said.

Mclaughlin has been a part of Sandhurst all four years at the academy and 
described the C-1 squad as cohesive, well-trained and ready for a challenge.

“I knew my team’s abilities and we were able to execute,” he said. “But 
when it’s go time and when times are tough, plans go out the window. We 
were able to push through it and fi nish strong, so that’s all I could ask for.”

The Sandhurst Competition is not for everyone, and no doubt there are 
quite a few who experience it once and never again.

“If they don’t get the most out of it, that’s on them,” Chizek said. “I love 
it. I have a buddy I’ve run with all four years and he loves it. It helps to have 
good people with you and that makes all the difference. It’s been a good ride.”

And for those who have yet to compete at Sandhurst, Chizek has some 
advice.

“Start running, get moving as soon as possible,” Chizek said. 

 Leader Development
       

Showcasing Military Skills and 
Excellence

       
B u i l d i n g  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d 

Camaraderie
      

Winning   

Sandhurst exemplifi es military excellence, warrior spirit of future offi cers

Sandbags, land mines and other obstacles confront the Company C-2 team as they attempt the Humvee 
pull, casualty evacuation and combat medical care at one site during the 48th annual Sandhurst Military 
Skills Competition. They fi nished as the third highest ranking team from the Corps of Cadets. 
                 PhotoS by miKe StrASSer/PV

(Above) A member of Company C-4 gets ready to throw a grenade during 
the 48th annual Sandhurst Military Skills Competition, April 11-12. (Right) 
There’s nothing like starting the morning off with a climb over the Ranger 
Wall. The Company B-2 squad was fi rst through this site April 12 near the 
Ski Slope.     grenAde Photo by Sgt. 1St ClASS ChriStoPher FinChAm/USmA PAo

The competition might beat you up a lot but 
you leave with a smile because of your team.

— Class of 2014 Cadet Andrew Carlson
Company H-4 

“
”
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FOR THE YOUTHS

ONGOING

JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

ACS closures
Army Community Service and the ACS Resiliency Center 

will be closed from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. April 25 for the Emergency 
Family Assistance Center exercise.

AER Bake Sale
The Army Emergency Relief Bake Sale is scheduled from 

10 a.m.-1 p.m. April 26 at The Exchange. Come get delicious 
baked treats and support your 2014 West Point AER Campaign. 

All proceeds go directly to the campaign. 
For details, call 938-0636 or Allison.Walker@usma.edu. 

Military Spouse Appreciation Day celebration
The West Point Club thanks you for the vital role you play 

in keeping our Army strong. Join the Club May 9 for Military 
Spouse Appreciation Day. 

With your purchase of a full-price meal, your military spouse 
dines half price. Lunch is served from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the 
Pierce Dining Room. Gift bags will be given to all spouses. 

For details, call 938-5120.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club May 11 for its Mother’s Day 

Brunch. Two seatings are available. The fi rst seating is at 11 
a.m. and the second seating is at 1 p.m. 

Remember to enter your mom in our “Mother of the Year” 
contest. 

For details on the contest, visit westpointmwr.com/club. 
For details and pricing, call 938-5120.

Ready and Resilient Family Resiliency Training
Ready and Resilient Family Resiliency Training will take 

place from 3-4:30 p.m. May 15 at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
Family Resiliency Training can be tailored to meet the needs 

of your group or organization. Contact FRT to set up a time and 
place that meets your needs. For details and to RSVP, call 938-
2519 or email louise.ennesser@usma.edu.

2014 Army Emergency Relief Campaign update
The 2014 Army Emergency Relief Campaign contributions 

continue to go up as donations are now at $31,753.
The campaign ends May 15. See your unit representative or 

call 938-0636/2519 or Allison.walker@usma.edu for more details 
regarding the campaign or AER.

Volunteer coaches needed for youth soccer and 
baseball 

Youth Sports is seeking volunteer coaches for youth soccer 
and baseball for the 2014 spring season. 

 For details, contact the Youth Sports offi ce at 938-3550/8896.

FOR THE ADULTS

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
The monthly Superintendent Golf Scramble will kick off 

today. Shotgun start at 1 p.m., with registration starting at 11:30 
a.m. 

This event is open to all authorized users and their guests. 
There is a fee for this event. For details, call the Pro Shop at 
938-2435.

Edible Offi ce Grams are here
The perfect thank you for administrative professionals 

week. On Monday, you can surprise these special persons with 
a delicious food delivery by the West Point Club. Between the 
hours of 8-9:30 a.m. Breakfast Grams will be delivered.

The home-baked warm breakfast tray consists of 12 assorted 
breakfast treats to include scones, strudel, crumb cake and more.

Between the hours of 1:30-3 p.m., Chocoholic’s Delight 
Grams will be delivered. This 12-piece assorted platter consists 
of chocolate cannolis, chocolate-covered strawberries, chocolate 
brownies and chocolate pretzel squares. 

Don’t forget to gather your office and celebrate your 
administrative professional with a luncheon at the Club from 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Wednesday. Deadline for ordering is 
Saturday. Call the West Point Club at 446-5506/5504 to order 
your platters.  

Administrative Professionals Luncheon “Around the 
World in 90 Minutes”

Join the West Point Club from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Grand Ballroom to enjoy this themed luncheon with 
entertaining action stations prepared by its culinary team. 

The bars include an Asian Noodle Bar, Tuscan Touch Bar, 
Mexican Stop Bar and All-American Dessert Bar with beverages. 
There is a minimal fee for this luncheon. 

For details, call 938-5120.

Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library 
The Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library will 

commence today and runs through May 1. It will be held at 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Thursdays. 

It is open to all West Point community children ages 3-5. 
Children must be signed up prior to the start of the story time. 
Parents can register their children at the library (Bldg. 622) 

or by calling 938-2974. 

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps run from June 30 

through Aug. 15. Each week, three-day and fi ve-day camps are 
offered for ages 5 and older. 

Five-day camps run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Three-day camps run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday-Friday. 

Children will learn English and Western style riding, 
grooming, tacking, mucking and proper care. There will be a 
horse show every Friday. 

For details and to register, call 938-3926.

Outdoor Recreation Equipment Center April activity
• Introduction to Archery—9 a.m.-noon, Saturday. Have 

you ever wanted to feel like Robin Hood? Come out for an 
introduction to archery. Learn about recurve bows and how to 
use them as well as having some of our own archery challenges;

• How to Plan a Backpacking Trip—6-8 p.m., April 25. 
Come learn how to plan a backpacking trip. We will go over 
trip planning logistics that include travel, meal planning, and 
extra things to consider. 

There is a minimal fee for these activities. For details, call 
938-0123/2503.

Easter Sunday Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt
Join the West Point Club Sunday for its Easter Sunday 

Brunch. Two seatings are available. The fi rst seating is at 11 a.m. 
and the second seating is at 1 p.m. There are corresponding egg 
hunts at 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

The Easter Egg Hunt is for the Club’s Easter Sunday Brunch 
patrons only. Reservations are required. 

For details and pricing, call 938-5120.

Financial readiness classes
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a fi nancial readiness 

class with ACS. 
The next class, Banking 101, is from 3-4 p.m. Wednesday at 

Army Community Service, Bldg. 622. 
For details, call 938-5839.

N.Y. State Hunter’s Education Course
The two-day New York State Hunter’s Education Course is 

scheduled from 6-10 p.m. May 2 and from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. May 3 
at the Bonneville Cabin, Round Pond. 

Hunters must attend both classes to receive credit. To register, 
call 938-2503.

Duathlon
Join MWR and Team Red, White and Blue June 7 for the 

inaugural Duathlon. Run some of the most historic trails at West 
Point, and enjoy the view while biking Route 218. 

Whether you are a beginner, a pro, young or old, this event 
is sure to challenge your endurance at every turn. Registration 
is available on active.com. 

For details, call 938-4690 or visit westpointmwr.com.

BOSS Ragin’ Cajun Cruise
Join BOSS from 6-9 p.m. June 7 for its annual cruise on the 

Hudson. Boarding will begin at 5:50 p.m. at South Dock. 
Tickets are available through BOSS representatives and 

council members for a small fee. This event is open to all BOSS 
Soldiers and friends (18 and older). 

For details, call 938-6497.

Earth Day Open House
Join the West Point Recycling Center from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.  

April 25 to celebrate Earth Day. 
This event will feature a display about local wildlife, provide 

you with ideas for making the world a “greener” place, crafts, 
giveaways and food. For details, call 938-8229.

Arts and Crafts upcoming class schedule (update)
The Arts and Crafts Shop is offering many classes during its 

April and early May schedule. The upcoming classes are:
• Quilting class on how to create jelly rolls—1-6 p.m.,  April 

29 and 1-6 p.m. May 1;
• All new pint-sized Picasso art education classes for ages 

5 and older. Classes are held every Tuesday from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. and 3:30-4:30 p.m.  

There is a minimal fee for these classes. 
For details and to register, call 938-4812.

West Point 5K/10K & Youth Fun Run
The annual West Point 5K/10K is scheduled for May 10.  

The 5K and 10K starts at 8:30 a.m. and Youth Fun Run kicks 
off at 8:45 a.m. 

Registration is now available on active.com, and it’s open 
to the public. For details, call 938-4690.

Morgan Farm Easter Weekend boarding
Easter is just over a week away, so if you’re going away 

or have a house full of guests, the Morgan Farm Kennel has 
availability for dogs, cats and other small pets.

Morgan Farm is also open to the general public. 
For details and rates, call 938-3926.

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point ACAP Offi ce relocates

The West Point Army Career and Alumni Program Offi ce 
has moved. The new location is on the second fl oor of Bldg. 626 
Swift Road, inside the Warrior Transition Unit. 

For details, contact Rachel Coleman, ACAP Counselor, at 
845-938-0634 or Rachel.Coleman@usma.edu. 

Commissary closure
The Commissary will be closed on Easter Sunday and will 

re-open at 9 a.m. Tuesday.

Protestant Women of the Chapel welcomes you
Join the members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

from 9-11 a.m. each Wednesday at the Post Chapel. 
Fellowship is awesome, worship is beautiful and childcare 

is provided. Grow your knowledge and love of God with them. 
There are also many service opportunities. 

A retreat is scheduled for April 25-27 at Camp-of-the-Woods 
in the Adirondacks. 

Contact PWOC by email at wp.pwoc@gmail.com or on 
Facebook at facebook@WestPointPWOC.

Torch Run for the 2014 Special Olympics
The Torch Run for the 2014 Special Olympics will start at 

9:20 a.m. April 26 at the Highland Falls Rite Aid parking lot and 
will proceed through Highland Falls (main street, the side with 

Easter Week Services
A list of West Point church services during Easter week: 
• Catholic Services—
Today—7 p.m., Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper;
Friday—7 p.m., Good Friday Liturgy;  
Saturday—8 p.m., Holy Saturday Great Easter Vigil (with 

Easter Fire and Easter Sacraments for new Catholics);
Sunday—9 a.m.–Mass, 11 a.m.–Mass.
No evening mass in Washington Hall on Easter Sunday.
• Protestant Services—
Today—7 p.m., Maudy Thursday Service at the Cadet 

Chapel;  
Friday—7 p.m., Good Friday Service at the Post Chapel; 
Friday—7:30 p.m., Good Friday Service at the Old Cadet 

Chapel (Lutheran);
Sunday—6:30 a.m., Easter Sunrise Service at the West 

Point Club. See your chaplain for a ticket for breakfast buffet;
Sunday—10:30 a.m., Easter Service at the Cadet Chapel; 
Sunday—10:30 a.m., Easter Service at the Old Cadet 

Chapel (Lutheran).
For details, contact Chaplain John Manuel at 938-3875.

Holocaust Remembrance Day/Days of Remembrance 
The U.S. Military Academy and U.S. Corps of Cadets 

Equal Opportunity offi ces and the Simon Center for the 
Professional Military Ethic will be hosting this year’s 2014 
Holocaust Remembrance Day/Days of Remembrance 
Observance Luncheon from noon-1:30 p.m. April 28 at the 
West Point Club’s Grand Ballroom.

This year’s theme is “Confronting the Holocaust: 
American Responses.”

There is a fee and tickets can be purchased in advance 
from your unit/department representative or at the door. This 
event is free for cadets, however, they must sign up online 
at CIS. 

For details, call Sgt. 1st Class John Walker, USCC EOA, 
at 938-8456  or  Master Sgt. Byron Lewis, USMA EOA, at 
938-7082.

all the shops) through the gates of West Point and down to Shea 
Stadium for the event. 

The Torch Run will consist of some local fire/police 
departments, a motorcycle vanguard and the runners.

Army Spring Open Regatta
Enjoy the spring weather and cheer on the home team during 

the Army Sailing team’s home spring open regatta. Racing will 
occur from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. April 26 and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. April 27. 

The event can be observed from Donahue Memorial Park 
in Cornwall-on-Hudson, adjacent to the Cornwall Yacht Club.  

Army will compete against six other teams, including 
Syracuse, Penn State, Stony Brook and the University at Buffalo.  

For details, call Capt. Matty Haith at 845-674-7591.

Kosciuszko Memorial Observance and Conference
The U.S. Military Academy will conduct its annual 

Kosciuszko Memorial Observance May 3 at the Kosciuszko 
Monument, immediately following the Cadet Review at 
approximately 12:30 p.m. 

The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at 
West Point will hold its annual conference from 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
May 2 at the Thayer Hotel. All are invited to attend these events. 

For a detailed schedule, visit www.kosciuszkoatwestpoint.
org. For details, contact Steve Olejasz at stephen.olejasz@
us.army.mil.  

Military Retiree Appreciation Day
The 40th annual West Point Military Retiree Appreciation 

Day is scheduled from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. May 3.
The day starts with a breakfast at Eisenhower Hall’s Ike Cafe. 

Throughout the day, several events will take place including a 
Cadet Drill Team performance, Cadet Review and a Cadet Sports 
Parachute Club demonstration.

Reservations are required by April 24. For details, contact 
the Retirement Services Offi ce at 938-4217/2355 or email rso@
usma.army.mil.

Keepers of the Peace Powwow
The Cadet Native American Heritage Forum is hosting the  

fourth annual Keepers of the Peace Native American Powwow 
from 1-6 p.m. May 4 at Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

In case of inclement weather, the rain location is Eisenhower 
Ballroom. The purpose of the powwow is to show the youth that 
West Point celebrates and honors diversity. The event is free.  

There will be native American food sold, as well as Native 
American crafts.

For details, call Lt. Col. Mark Smith at 938-3136 or visit 
www.usma.edu/cfaf/SitePages/NAHF.aspx.

West Point’s Global Assessment Tool Campaign
West Point’s Ready and Resilient Campaign has launched an 

effort focused on the Global Assessment Tool or GAT 2.0. On 
the May 10, in conjunction with the MWR annual 5K/10K and 
Youth Fun Run, West Point’s R2C will conduct a prize drawing 
for members of West Point Community who have completed 
the GAT 2.0.  

All Soldiers, family members and civilians are eligible to 
participate.  You can complete the Global Assessment Tool 2.0 
at http://csf2.army.mil/takethegat.html.  Bring your certifi cate 
on the day of the race to the Ready and Resilient table for the 
prize drawing. 

For details, contact the West Point Ready and Resilient 
Campaign at 845-938-0582.

Counseling available
The West Point Family Life Chaplain mission is to enrich 

relationships by providing preventive and therapeutic pastoral 
counseling that is 100 percent confi dential.  

Chaplain John Manuel is an associate professional counselor 
and a licensed marriage and family therapist associate.  

He offers counseling for individuals, couples and families 
on issues of grief, anger, stress, pre-marital preparation, 
communication, parenting, post-traumatic stress and spiritual 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
ACAP Transition Assistance Workshops 

Army Career and Alumni Program Transition Assistance 
Workshops are fi ve-day events designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive Job 
Assistance Workshop. Service members who are retiring can 
begin the ACAP process 24 months prior to release from active 
duty, and those separating can begin 18 months prior. 

The upcoming ACAP schedule is:
• June 9-13;
• June 23-27 (executive series – retirement focused);
Registration is required. For details or to register, contact the 

ACAP Offi ce at 845-938-0634. 

ACAP Transition Track Workshop
Following the completion of the five-day Transition 

Assistance Workshop, service members and their family members 
can take advantage of targeted Transition Track Workshops. 

These are designed to support Soldiers’ and family members’ 
post-military plans and include topics such as entrepreneurship, 
higher education and technical training. 

An higher education workshop is May 15-16 and a Boots to 
Business Workshop is June 18-19. To register and for details, 
contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Free Computer Courses
Sharpen your computer skills to improve your work, 

communicate and collaborate, fi nd a better job and keep up-to-
date with your high-tech kids.  

The Information Education Technology Division Computer 
Training Program is offering free computer courses. 

Courses are offered to USMA affi liates, which include cadets, 
staff, faculty, USMA spouses (military or civilian), USMA 
volunteers and USMA tenant organizations. 

Among the courses offered are Basic Computer Skills; Offi ce 
2007 programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); SharePoint 2010 
Basics, iPad Basics and Lenovo Tablet Overview. Training is held 
at Jefferson Library, 4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom). 

For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 
Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email at 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

The course schedule is at https://portal.westpoint.edu/dean/
ietd/Lists/IETD%20Course%20Calendar/calendar.aspx.

growth. For an appointment, call 938-3875/2003 or email john.
manuel@usma.edu. 

Army Athletics Sports Camps
Army Athletics offer a variety of Day and Overnight Summer 

Sports Camps. Campers participate in a full day of learning, fi ne 
tuning fundamental skills, chalk talks, videos, organized games 
and have around-the-clock supervision.  

For details, visit goarmysports.com/camps. To contact 
a specifi c sport camp for more details, visit http://register.
armysportscamps.com/help.

Keller Corner
Got Drugs? Prescription Take Back Day

The Army Substance Abuse Program and the DEA will 
host a Prescription Take Back Day from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
April 26 at the Military Police Station at 616 Swift Road.

Turn in medications that are no longer needed or 
expired. Turn in fl uids in their original container.
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Army splits doubleheader, series with Bucknell
• Earth Day Open House—The West Point 

Recycling Center will hold its Earth Day Open House from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. April 25. 

The event will include a Home Depot workshop 
sponsored by Balfour Beatty Communities, Recycling 
Center tours, free hot dogs, T-shirts, giveaways and the 
awarding of the Earth Day Poster Contest. 

The West Point Recycling Center is located off Route 
293, Bldg. 1379.

• National Walk at Lunch Day—BBC invites you 
to join the National Walk at Lunch Day at noon April 30 at 
132 Bartlett Loop. 

Brown bag lunch and water will be provided. This day 
was created to improve personal health and to start your 
new daily walking routine, helping you to improve your 
health step by step. 

To register for this event, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by April 28. Strollers are welcome. The fi rst 10 registrants 
will receive a pedometer.

LifeWorks
It’s re-registration time at West Point Elementary and 

Middle Schools. Re-registration for both the elementary 
and middle schools will be held at the Elementary School 
Conference Room. 

From 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-April 24 and 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
April 25, the school information assistants will be available to 
register students for the 2014-15 school year.  

Personalized registration packets were sent home with 
current WPES/WPMS students.  

Returning families are asked to bring completed packets 
to the school during re-registration week. 

Only withdrawal forms will be accepted from students if 
sent back to school.  

New student packets will be available at registration or 
pre-register online at https://registration.dodea.edu/.

Detailed information will be available on each school’s 
website and in the cover letter of the packet. Re-enrollment 
and class assignment are dependent upon registration being 
completed. 

Call the student information assistant at either school with 
any questions about school registration at 938-2313 (WPES) 
and 938-2923 (WPMS).  

Men’s Tennis rallies to defeat Navy

WEST POINT SCHOOLS
RE-REGISTRATION AND NEW REGISTRATION

FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2014–15

West Point Schools School Board Elections in May

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Baseball team scored eight runs on six hits and 
took advantage of three Bucknell errors to break open a tie game 
and cruise to a 10-4 win in the fi rst game of Sunday’s Patriot 
League doubleheader at Doubleday Field. 

The Black Knights ensured at least a series split, improving 
to 22-11 overall and 7-3 in the league. The Bison held onto a slim 
one-half game lead in the standings, falling to 18-14-1 overall 
and 8-3 in conference action.

Army led 1-0 after the fi rst inning, but the Bison tied the 
game with a run in the second. 

The Black Knights’ game-winning rally started with an error 
and a wild pitch before junior designated hitter Daniel Cortes 
drove in his second run with a single. 

Junior left fi elder Mark McCants added an RBI triple and 
was followed by a run-scoring single by senior fi rst baseman 
Patrick Mescher. 

Army loaded the bases for junior third baseman Harold Earls 
who drove in a run with a single. A bobble by the Bucknell left 
fi elder allowed a second runner to score on the play. 

Senior catcher Connor Love and senior right fi elder Jon 
Crucitti plated runs with base hits, and Cortes capped the scoring 
with a sacrifi ce fl y.

“They threw one of the best pitchers in the league in game 
one, and I thought we really competed well,” interim head coach 
Matt Reid said. “We were able to do a good job on pitches up 
in the zone. We were really clicking on all cylinders. (Senior 
pitcher) Gunnar Carroll did a great job completing the game.”

Crucitti led Army’s 11-hit attack with three base hits, 
including two doubles. He also drove in a run and scored twice. 
Earls also boasted a multiple-hit game with two singles, while 
Cortes drove in a team-high three runs. Eight different Black 
Knights had at least one hit and seven players accounted for 
Army’s nine runs batted in.

Carroll threw all seven innings to move to 6-1 on the season. 
He allowed four runs, only one of which was earned, and seven 
hits. Carroll, who was one of eight Army seniors honored before 
the game, struck out fi ve and walked only one. 

Andrew Andreychik took the loss for the Bison, giving up 
seven runs, fi ve of them earned, on fi ve hits in two and one-third 
innings. He walked two and struck out one.

Corey Furman and Sam Clark led the Bison with two hits 
each. Furman also knocked in two runs.

The Black Knights took advantage of a struggling Bucknell 

defense that committed fi ve total errors. 
Crucitti, the fi rst Army batter, doubled down the right fi eld 

line, but the ball was bobbled which allowed him to move to 
third on the play. Cortes followed with a sacrifi ce fl y to put the 
Black Knights on top, 1-0.

The Bison answered in the next half inning. Anthony 
Gingerelli was hit by a pitch and moved to third on a single by 
Rob Krentzman. Clark drove in a run with his fi rst hit. Carroll 
was able to avoid further damage, getting a strikeout, a fl y out 
and making a diving play on a popup just to the third base side 
of the mound. 

After the Black Knights broke the game open in the third, 
Army tacked on a single run in the fourth. 

Freshman second baseman Kris Lindner started the rally with 
a one-out double. After he stole third, sophomore center fi elder 
Jacob Page fl ew out to left for a sacrifi ce fl y.

Bucknell scored three unearned runs in the seventh, all with 
two outs. Furman plated two runs with an RBI single and Joe 
Ogren chased him home with a base hit to center fi eld. Carroll 
ended the game with a strikeout.

In game two, Bucknell’s Xavier Hammond threw a complete-
game, two-hit shutout to lead the Bison to a 9-0 victory over 
Army With the win, Bucknell kept its hold on fi rst place in the 
league standings at 19-14-1 overall and 9-3 in conference action. 
Army dropped to 22-12 overall and 7-4 in league play. Cortes 
and Mescher accounted for the Black Knights’ two hits. 

 

Freshman second baseman Kris Lindner ripped a double, stole third and scored on a sacrifi ce fl y in the 
fourth inning as part of Army’s 10-4 win over Bucknell in game one Sunday at Doubleday Field. The Bison 
evened the series with a 9-0 nightcap win.           Photo by Sgt. 1St ClASS ChriStoPher FinChAm/USmA PAo (File Photo) 

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Grant Riechmann posted a 7-5, 2-6, 6-3 
win at the No. 3 singles position to help the Army Men’s 
Tennis team clinch a 4-3 Patriot League win over service 
academy rival Navy April 12 at USNA Tennis Courts in 
Annapolis, Md. 

The Black Knights improve to 16-4 overall and 6-0 
in the league, while the Midshipmen fall to 15-9 and 2-2.

Saturday marked the fourth time in the last fi ve years, 
and the ninth time in the last 10, that the “Star” Match has 
been played to a 4-3 fi nal.

Navy commanded a 1-0 lead after winning the doubles 
point. 

The Midshipmen top pairing of Austin Jones and 
Thomas Pecor claimed an 8-1 win before the third duo of 
Alex Gaines and Krishna Jana won 8-4. The second doubles 
match went unfi nished.

Wins from Army junior Alex Van Velzer at the No. 6 
singles position and sophomore Harrison McCormick at 
No. 5 gave the Black Knights a 2-1 advantage. 

Van Velzer topped Gaines, 6-2, 6-1, while McCormick 
bested Jana, 6-4, 6-3. 

Navy evened the count at 2-2 after Calvin Mark earned 
a 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 victory at the top fl ight, but sophomore 
Caison Best’s 6-4, 6-3 win at No. 4 put the Black Knights 
back in front.

Navy’s Austin Jones won a three-set battle in the second 
slot to make the match 3-3 with the No. 3 singles contest 
still unfi nished. 

Riechmann faced off against Navy’s Blake Daniel in 
the third position and took the fi rst set 7-5 before Daniel 
answered with a 6-2 win in the second set. Riechmann 
prevailed with a 6-3 win in the third and fi nal set to clinch 
the win for the visitors, sending them to their eighth straight 
victory.

Army improves to 34-59 all-time against Navy. 

April 17-24

THURSDAY—MEN’S TENNIS 
VS. NJIT, LICHTENBERG 
TENNIS CENTER OR MALEK 
TENNIS COURTS, 3 P.M.

SATURDAY—FOOTBALL, 
SPRING FOOTBALL GAME, 
MICHIE STADIUM, NOON.

SATURDAY—SOFTBALL VS. 
LAFAYETTE (DH), ARMY 

SOFTBALL FIELD, 1 P.M.

S U N D AY — S O F T B A L L 
VS. LAFAYETTE, ARMY 
SOFTBALL FIELD, 1 P.M.

WEDNESDAY—BASEBALL 
VS. MARIST, WRWD 
HUDSON VALLEY BASEBALL 
CLASSIC IN FISHKILL, 7 
P.M.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

West Point 
Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday through April 24

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of April 17-24
Channels 8/23

Friday—Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Son of God, PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.
shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/
Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

By the West Point Schools

The West Point School Board has announced that an election 
will be held on May 14 to fi ll four vacancies on the Board.  

Three positions will fi ll two-year terms and one position 
will fi ll a one-year term. Positions will be based on the number 
of votes.  

School Board members are actively involved military 
community members who demonstrate interest in one of the 
most vital aspects of our American way of life—the education 

of our young people.  
We would like to encourage all interested community 

members to submit petitions to run for a position on the West 
Point School Board.  

Currently, petitions will be available in the following 
locations:

• West Point Elementary School and West Point Middle 
School;

• Offi ce of the Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation, Bldg. 681;

• Offi ce of School Liaison, Bldg. 695;  
• School Websites/Parent Information:
—WPES: www.am.dodea.edu/ny_va/westpoint/

elementary;  
—WPMS: www.am.dodea.edu/ny_va/westpoint/middle.
The completed petition, with the signature of one eligible 

voter, must be returned to the NY&VA DDESS Superintendent’s 
Offi ce by April 25, for names to be placed on the offi cial ballot.  

School Board members are elected by parents of children 
attending school at West Point Elementary and Middle Schools 
and serve for a two-year term; however, a two-year commitment 
is not required. Voting will take place on May 14 at both West 
Point ES and West Point MS.

If you are interested in running for the School Board and 
would like to contact current board members, call the DSO at 
938-3506 for details.

 

SKIES UNLIMITED PROGRAMS
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Army powers past Navy, wins sixth straight “Star”
pointer View  

Sophomore attackman Connor Cook (#77) records his second hat trick of the season by scoring three 
goals and adding three assists for a career-high six points in Army’s 14-7 win over Navy April 12 at Michie 
Stadium. With the win, the Black Knights earn their sixth consecutive “Star” versus Navy, which is the 
best win streak for Army against the Midshipmen in the rivalry’s history. Army now holds the second seed 
and a first-round bye in the upcoming Patriot League, which takes place at top-ranked Loyola April 25 and 
27 in Baltimore.                   Photo by Sgt. 1St ClASS ChriStoPher FinChAm/USmA PAo

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

Balanced scoring and a staunch defense propelled 18th-
ranked Army to a 14-7 win over service academy rival Navy in 
front of a record crowd of 10,774 spectators April 12 at Michie 
Stadium. 

The rivalry played out live on CBS Sports Network, as the 

Black Knights extended their current win streak to four games, 
defeated Navy for an unprecedented sixth game in a row to 
secure the annual “Star,” and sent the Class of 2014 out with a 
victory on Senior Day.

Nine different Army (8-3, 6-1 Patriot League) players scored 
goals in the victory, which clinched the second seed and Patriot 
League Tournament first-round bye for the Black Knights with 
one regular-season Patriot League game remaining. 

Army travels to Colgate for 7 p.m. affair Friday. Top-ranked 
Loyola will host the semifinals and championship games April 
25 and 27, respectively, in Baltimore.

“We look at Army-Navy as a season in itself, and we 
accomplished one of our season goals today,” Army head coach 
Joe Alberici said. “I’m so proud of our guys, especially our 
seniors. Today was a tremendous team effort. Navy is a resilient, 
tough bunch, but we seemed to have an answer every time they 
tried to get a run going.

“I was extremely pleased with how we played in the 6-on-
6 game, but was a bit beside myself with how we let Navy’s 
transition get going,” Alberici added. “We certainly have room 
to grow and can’t wait to get back after it next week.”

Sophomore attackman Connor Cook registered a career-high 
six points (3 goals, 3 assists) and his second career hat trick to 
lead all players. 

Attackmen junior John Glesener and sophomore Will 
Mazzone totaled three and two goals, respectively, as Army’s 
attack exploded for eight goals on the day. For Glesener, it marked 
his 12th career hat trick.

Middies Jimbo Moore, Alex Newsome, Gunnar Miller, Shea 
Mullins and Will O’Donnell netted single goals, along with junior 
long pole Michael Larrabee. 

Glesener, Moore, David Tarsa, Alex Carros and Alex Daly 
each tallied one assist in the victory.

Earning his second career start, senior goaltender Bobby 
Sincero made eight saves, including a game-high three in the 
fourth quarter to earn his second career victory and first of the 
season.

“Bobby (Sincero) has the perfect temperament for this game,” 
Alberici noted. “He’s an athletic, capable goalie, and I’m so 
happy for him today.”

Army outshot Navy 40-26 and held a 30-25 advantage in 
ground balls. Daly won 14-of-25 face-offs and topped the home 
team with six ground balls. 

Sincero added four GBs, while senior close defenseman Pat 
Hart totaled three. Hart paced the Black Knights’ defense with 
two caused turnovers.

Navy (4-7, 3-5) senior attackman Sam Jones led the Mids 
with two goals and an assist for three points.

It was déjà vu to open the game as Daly hit Glesener for a 
goal six seconds into the contest, exactly what had happened to 
start the 2013 game. 

The Midshipmen wasted little time retaliating, however, as 
Jones scored on Sincero’s doorstep at 14:03. The Black Knights 
answered with five-straight goals, spanning the first and second 
quarters to go ahead 6-1 with 5:34 left in the opening half. Among 
those goals were tallies from Mazzone, Cook, Newsome, Mullins 
and O’Donnell. 

Mazzone got things going with seven minutes left in the 
first quarter with Army’s only man-up score of the afternoon. 
O’Donnell caught Tarsa’s pass on the run to cap the surge at the 
5:34 mark of the second. 

Navy scored two of the final three goals of the half, including 
the final with 10 seconds to go, to pull within 7-3 at intermission.

The Mids cut the deficit to 7-4 with the first goal of the third 
quarter, a Tucker Hull tally at the 13:39 mark. The Black Knights 
answered with four of the ensuing five goals, once again from 
four different players, during a decisive run that resulted in an 
11-5 lead. Navy would get no closer than three the rest of the 
way, while the final seven-goal margin marked the largest lead 
of the contest.

Army visits Patriot League foe Colgate Friday under the lights 
at Andy Kerry Stadium. Fans can follow the game live online 
free of charge on Patriot League Network. 

In addition, live statistics will be made available. To 
access both links, visit the lacrosse schedule page of www.
goARMYsports.com. 

Periodic scoring updates will be posted to @Army_Lacrosse 
on Twitter.


