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West Point hosts 
fi rst inter-service 
academy fl ying 
competition.

Officers, NCOs 
and cadets gather 
for annual Saint 
Barbara’s Ball.

mike strAsser/pV

Dominating victory
Senior Jeramias Ortiz earns a unanimous decision victory over his opponent, University of Nevada-Reno’s Jarred Santos, and takes the National Collegiate 
Boxing Association’s 132-pound title at the 2014 NCBA’s Boxing Championships April 5 at Eisenhower Hall. The West Point Boxing team won its sixth national 
title in the last seven years, while fi ve Army boxers took individual honors with their victories. See page 20 for photos from the boxing championships.  
                            eriC s. bartelt/PV
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Sandhurst to test more than 500 competitors

By the West Point Public Affairs Office

More than 500 cadets from military academies and 
universities around the world will compete in the 48th 
annual Sandhurst Military Skills Competition Friday-
Saturday.

The competition is free and open to the public from 6 
am.-4 p.m. Saturday. Visitors should head to Eisenhower 
Hall’s information center, 4th floor ballroom to receive a 
spectator handbook that will list the designated areas to 
view the competition. 

Parking at West Point will be limited. Parking 
alongside any highway is prohibited. The competition 
areas will be monitored for the safety of the competitors, 
so use caution while driving on the military installation 
and note the 25 mph speed limit, traffic signs and parking 
restrictions before departing your vehicle. Authorized 
parking areas include: Along Thayer Road; North Dock; 
Trophy Point; and areas around Eisenhower Hall.

Teams are comprised of eight men and one woman.  
The competition consists of 11 different events ranging 
from marksmanship to grenade throwing. It tests individual 
and team military skills as well as leadership abilities and 
athletic proficiency. Teams accumulate points during the 
rigorous competition, and have the opportunity to earn up 
to 1,000 points throughout the course.

Motorists should use caution driving on post Saturday due to numerous activities

Proceed with caution while driving when you see Sandhurst squads moving throughout West Point Saturday 
during the 48th annual Sandhurst Military Skills Competition.                                                                    File Photo

Busy weekend scheduled at West Point

The defending champion team from the United Kingdom’s 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst will attempt to retain the title 
against teams from: U.S. Naval Academy; U.S. Air Force Academy; 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy; eight select university ROTC teams; 
U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School; 36 teams from West 
Point; Canada’s Royal Military College; Chilean Military School; 
Australia’s Royal Military College at Duntroon; as well as teams 

from China, Germany, Mexico and Nigeria.
The competition originated in 1967 when the Royal Military 

Academy Sandhurst presented a sword to the U.S. Military Academy.  
The inscription on the sword reads: “To provide the Corps 

of Cadets with a challenging and rewarding regimental skills 
competition, which will enhance professional development and 
military excellence in selected soldier skills.”

In addition to the Sandhurst Military Skills Competition, please be advised of the numerous activities also 
scheduled on Saturday which may affect traffic and parking throughout post. These include: 

• Army-Navy Men’s Lacrosse at Michie Stadium; • Army Track and Field 5-Way Meet at Shea Stadium;
• Army Baseball vs. Bucknell at Doubleday Field; • Army Women’s Tennis at Malek Courts.

Competition History
For those keeping score, here’s a little history of 

the Corps of Cadets’ success at the Sandhurst Military 
Skills Competition:

The companies of 4th Regiment have been named 
Best Regiment and recipient of the Sandhurst Trophy 
16 times since 1967, and had an unprecedented win 
streak from 2004-2012 until 3rd Regiment unseated 
them in 2013. The companies of 1st Regiment are close 
behind with 15 wins, followed by 2nd Regiment (8) 
and 3rd Regiment (7).

The Brigade Streamer is awarded annually to the 
top company in each regiment. Since 1990, Co. B-4 
and C-1 are tied with the most streamers—six. Co. B-3 
and E-3 have five apiece.

The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst has 
the most overall wins (14) between the two teams 
competing annually. The UK academy recorded 
a streak from 1994-2004 until the Royal Military 
College of Canada secured the victory from 2005-
2007.  The last squad from the Corps of Cadets to 
earn the Reginald E. Johnson Memorial Plaque was 
Co. B-3 in 2011. 

Learn more about the competition at www.usma.
edu/dmi/SitePages/Sandhurst%20Competition.
aspx.
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By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

West Point and the Association of Graduates hosted a 
Diversity and Inclusion Summit April 3-4 to discuss the best 
practices for the U.S. Military Academy to recruit and retain 
more minorities and women.

Lt. Col. Donald Outing, Department of Mathematical 
Sciences professor and USMA Chief Diversity Officer, 
facilitated one of the discussions. Other speakers included 
Col. Deborah McDonald, director of Admissions; guest 
speaker A.T. Miller, associate vice provost for Academic 
Diversity at Cornell University; and USMA Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen Jr. 

“We are an all-volunteer Army and with these 12 years 
of war, our client is the American people,” Caslen said. “We 
have to earn their trust. The Chief of Staff and the Secretary 
of the Army have made increasing diversity a priority. We 
are looking at the next generation and there is a gap to fill.”

Outing discussed what West Point is doing to increase 
diversity, which included department heads and other academy 
leaders.

“We are focused on improving recruiting and attracting 
qualified African-Americans who want to serve in the Army,” 
Outing said. 

One slide presentation showed how West Point recruited 5.3 
percent African-Americans; however, 13 percent of African-
Americans are high school graduates, yet women made up about 
20 percent as of the Class of 2013.

According to West Point’s Diversity and Inclusion Plan of 
2014-2019, diversity is important because the military and the 
service academies must represent the nation it defends, including 
reflecting our nation’s diversity. However, there is a growing 

divide between the military demographic and the American 
people. 

 “We wanted to be above 20 percent in women recruits 
especially due to the combat exclusion for women,” Outing said. 
“We are off the mark with African-Americans, but when we look 
at women, the numbers of women, we are just about right with the 
current demographics considering 51 percent of the population 
in the U.S. is female.” 

“We are trying to meet the needs if the Army, we have an 
all-volunteer Army. The Army is what the population gives us.” 

The discussion then turned to women, who now make up 
about 20 percent of cadets and may increase due to the combat 
exclusion being repealed and, according to one participant, that 
ought to tell you that this decision lets us know what are goals are. 

Some discussion revolved around sexual assault, in that 
many women may have, somewhere in the back of their minds, 
the sexual assault issue. However, according to one participant, 
theoretically, if you get women in a corporation of up to 30 
percent, they have the ability to change the corporation.

“We know 20 years from now that there’s a high likelihood 
there will be more women in leadership positions,” Ressler said. 
“How do we set the target so we have a good chance? Nobody 
is going to be disadvantaged to having too many women, but we 

will be disadvantaged if we do not have enough.”
Outing said recruiting efforts help when we inspire children 

in the middle schools.
“We have this approach where we establish relationships 

early,” Outing said. “The primary focus is the middle school age 
children workshop. The workshops were for high school juniors, 
but we expanded this to include middle school children.

“We have a number of programs and we maintain that 
contact,” Outing continued. “We did start tying them to 
other programs, such as junior leadership experience. We 
are getting them internships in Army labs, to keep them 
connected to the Army and to West Point. We sustain this 
by partnering with West Point Societies and leverage their 
networks to gain access to these groups. We stay in contact 
and we monitor and stay on track with the middle school.” 

One participant talked about the difficulties of talking to 
the Congressional Black Caucus. There is a perception that 
they are not assisting and sometimes appear to be blocking 

recruiting efforts of minorities. What is West Point doing to get 
some of our graduates and have people sit down with the CBC? 

“To a degree where we can have a discussion with the CBC, 
all the service academies don’t do this,” the participant said. He 
suggested identifying African-American graduates to become 
better acquainted with the CBC.

Outing said the West Point staff is recruiting, hiring and 
retaining a faculty that supports diversity and West Point is 
creating a diversity office with a chief of diversity position to 
oversee West Point’s recruiting of minorities and women.

“We are developing a Diversity Office to become the focal 
point of diversity at West Point,” Outing said. “Every department 
and organization is involved in this; they produce their own 
supporting plans. These departments will perform analysis 
tracking women and minority retention.” 

We are developing a Diversity Office to 
become the focal point of diversity at West 
Point.

— Lt. Col. Donald Outing, USMA Chief Diversity Officer

“

”

Army, USMA must reflect nation’s diversity
Best practices discussed during summit on recruiting, retention for Corps of Cadets, faculty

By the Family Advocacy Program

The theme of this year’s campaign is “Children’s Safety 
Comes First—Be Ready to End Child Abuse.” 

The Army has a culture of safety and personal 
responsibility, which is demonstrated through the Army 
Values. The Army Values of respect and integrity lend 
themselves naturally to child abuse prevention: treat people 
as they should be treated, and do what’s right, legally and 
morally.  

Kids are people too, and as adults it is our responsibility 
to ensure children have a safe and happy environment, home 
life and interactions as they grow up. When parents have 
questions, Family Advocacy is here to provide a variety of 
assistance: 

• Parenting classes tailored to meet individual family 
needs and questions;

• Wee Ones Open Play Group, Mondays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
Youth Center Gymnasium;

• Anger and stress management classes, personally 
tailored to meet individual questions and needs.

Stop by the Army Community Service Resiliency Center 
(2nd floor, Bldg. 626) during April and see the display of 
materials. 

Pinwheels for Prevention
“Pinwheels for Prevention” is part of the observance of 

Child Abuse Prevention Month at West Point. Pinwheels 
have been distributed throughout New York as part of the 
state-wide Prevent Child Abuse campaign as a demonstration 
of the fast-growing belief that we can prevent—not just 

intervene in—child abuse and neglect.
Prevention of child abuse is more than the absence of 

child abuse. Prevention is a way of thinking about solutions 
instead of problems.  

Consider this situation: a PCS move for a family 
with two young children is approaching. Moving can be 
a stressful experience for even the most seasoned Army 
family, and having children can add more questions than 
answers. The family can consult with Army Community 
Service, Relocation Readiness for helpful information on 
planning a successful move, as well as obtain the most current 
information about their next duty station.  

Money might be tight, and perhaps budget planning could 
be helpful. Again, they can contact ACS, this time to meet 
with Financial Readiness to review their current financial 
picture and how to stretch their dollar during a move. The 
Soldier and spouse might have questions as to how the move 
might affect their children. Contacting Family Advocacy at 
ACS can help with age-appropriate information on child 
development and how parents can support their young 
children through a move.  

This is a “snapshot” of how seeking out solutions can 
ease the stress of a family. When you see a “Pinwheel for 
Prevention,” be reminded of a grassroots campaign that 
focuses on family strengths and solutions. 

To pick up your Pinwheel and to learn more about Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, stop by the display in the ACS 
Resiliency Center, 2nd floor, Bldg. 626. For details, call 
Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program Manager, at 
938-3369, or email shelley.ariosto@us.army.mil.

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

Dr. Jon Malinowski, professor in the Department of 
Geography and Environmental Engineering, took this 
award-winning photograph in support of the Corps 
of Cadets in the RecycleMania Tournament’s photo 
contest.

And the winners are ...  
The results of the 2014 RecycleMania Tournament will be posted 

Friday at www.recyclemaniacs.org, The U.S. Military Academy won 
the photo contest (above), and after seven weeks, the Corps placed 
in the top 10 in four categories of the annual collegiate recycling 
competition, to include second place in corrugated cardboard and 
fourth in the Per Capita Classic. Go Army, Beat Trash!
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Twenty-one Class of 2014 Cadets branched artillery––
five more than last year––and were invited to the 
annual West Point Saint Barbara’s Ball April 4 at 

Cullum Hall. 
Retired Maj. Gen. Charles Anderson, a U.S. Military 

Academy Class of 1980 graduate, was the guest speaker. 
Anderson commanded at brigade and division levels and 

has managed installations in four countries. He currently 
works at Exelis Systems Corporation as the business area vice 
president and general manager for all programs in and outside 
the continental United States. 

Anderson served 32 years in the Army, culminating as 
commanding general of Training Division West at Fort Hood, 
Texas, where he was responsible for training and validating 
military units for global operations. Other assignments included 
deputy commanding general, Third U.S. Army at Camp Arifjan, 
Kuwait; Director of Force Development and the Director of 
integration, Department of the Army Staff (G8) Washington, 
D.C., and Deputy Command General 2nd Infantry Division, 
South Korea.

Anderson said his most rewarding assignment, however, 
was when he was assigned at West Point as a physical education 
instructor in strength training, power lifting and rock swimming 
and issued words of wisdom for the future artillerymen in the 
audience, especially his four rules for becoming a leader.

“Everything you are going to do, there is nothing new,” 
Anderson said. “It has been done before. No matter what rank 
you are. What is most important for you to do every day is to set 
an example. That is the first rule. What you say is what you do. 
You have to do your best every day and the key piece of setting 
an example is discipline. Discipline is the second rule.”

“Having a successful career is a team sport,” Anderson said. 
“If you ask an officer who is 100 years old the name of his first 
platoon sergeant, he will remember him because that platoon 
sergeant invested in his men. The third rule is to have passion in 
what you do. Soldiering is an affair of the heart.”

The fourth rule Anderson said is perseverance and it is one 
attribute he admires most.

“You are leaders of impeccable character,” Anderson said. 
“So when you get knocked down, you must get back up. It’s 
a privilege to lead Soldiers. Never stop learning and listen to 
your NCOs.”

The Ball’s namesake Saint Barbara lived and died circa 300 
A.D. Her legend of a lightning bolt striking down her persecutor 
caused her to be regarded as the patron saint in times of danger 
from thunderstorms, fires and sudden death. 

When gunpowder first made its appearance in the Western 
world, Saint Barbara was again invoked for aid against accidents, 
which were frequently resulting from explosions as earlier 
artillery pieces had the habit of blowing up instead of firing 
correctly. It was then that Saint Barbara becomes the patroness 
of artillerymen. 

Artillerymen and women are also referred to as “red 
stockings” or “red leg,” which dates back to the Mexican 
War when a scarlet stripe ran down the uniform trousers of an 
artilleryman and horse artillerymen wore canvas leggings. That 
tradition was well represented with some female cadets wearing 
red stockings at the Saint Barbara’s Ball.

“Field artillery was my second choice (of a branch),” Class 
of 2014 Cadet Katie Loss, Company A-1 said. “I really like 
the attitude they have in that they are all accepting me into the 
branch. I enjoy being outside with the big guns, you can’t go 
wrong with that.”

Future artillery officers attend annual ball
Cadets learn association of artillery with legend of Saint Barbara’s

West Point hosted the annual Saint Barbara’s Ball 
April 4 at Cullum Hall to honor the patron saint of 
artillerymen. Twenty-one members of the Class 
of 2014 who branched artillery were there to help 
celebrate, and participated in the punch bowl 
ceremony where special ingredients are added to 
the ceremonial beverage. Those in charge of the 
punch must taste first before pouring. 

Retired Maj. Gen. Charles Anderson, a U.S. Military 
Academy Class of 1980 graduate, was the guest 
speaker April 4 at the annual Saint Barbara’s Ball 
honoring the patron saint of artillerymen. Anderson 
has nearly 32 years of service and commanded 
at brigade and division levels and managed 
installations in four countries. He last served as 
the Commanding General of Training Division West 
at Fort Hood, Texas, where he was responsible 
for training and validating military units for global 
operations.

Class of 2014 Cadet Michael Buckley, Co. F-1, was impressed 
with the artillery branch through upperclassmen he saw that 
were interested.

“It was my first choice,” Buckley said. “All the upper 
classmen seemed to want to go into that branch. I wanted to follow 
in their footsteps. I’ll probably be in the Army for a few years, so 
I’m open. I would like to go to graduate school for economics.”

Buckley will be heading to Fort Riley, Kan., for his first 
duty station.

Class of 2014 Cadet David Sheppard, Co. D-2, favors the 
excitement and the noise of the artillery branch.

“It was my first choice of a branch. It’s an opportunity to 
make loud noises and shoot big guns,” Sheppard said with a grin.

Sheppard’s first duty station is Fort Carson, Colo.
One tradition of the Ball is presenting the Order of Saint 

Barbara to an artilleryman or woman who excelled in the field 
and the Order of Molly Pitcher to a spouse. 

The recipient of the Order of Saint Barbara was Maj. Dan 
Ciccarelli, physical education, combatives and boxing instructor, 
and two Order of Molly Pitcher awards were presented to Dena 
Donnell and Lorela Metz. 

Three 105 mm canisters with a plaque engraved were 
presented to Col. Joseph DeAntona, deputy director of 
intercollegiate athletics; Col. Glenn Goldman, director of the 
Department of Military Instruction; and Col. Jeff Lieb, deputy 
commandant of the Corps of Cadets. Another 105 mm canister 
was presented to Anderson as a token of thanks for speaking at 
the ball.
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE
 

Pipes and Drums: Twenty-one members of the West 
Point Pipes and Drums participated in the annual New York 
City Tartan Day Parade April 5. Tartan Day is a celebration of 
Scottish heritage, and the NYC Tartan Day Parade is the largest 
in the U.S., attracting 20,000 spectators. 

The Pipes and Drums were the leading pipe band in the 
order of march, preceding both the Grand Marshal and, more 
importantly, the Naval Academy Pipes and Drums. Prior to the 
parade, the band played multiple sets at the intersection of 44th 
Street and 6th Avenue to entertain the numerous onlookers. 
The parade was conducted along 6th Avenue, passing iconic 
landmarks such as the Radio City Music Hall and the Rockefeller 
Center. The band also took time to visit the final resting place of 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant on the Upper West Side in order to pay 
their respects to this distinguished West Point graduate.  

Men’s Team Handball: The Men’s Team Handball Club 
traveled to Millersville, Md., to play the final series of Northeast 
Team Handball League matches. 

The West Point Gold team kicked off this round of league 
play April 5 against the DC Diplomats with a tightly-contested 
match that slipped away at the end of the game. West Point 
Black then played NYC Handball Club in another hard fought 
game but also came away without a victory. The Black team 
went on to win their next two games defeating NYC II, 30-23, 
and Boston, 20-19. 

West Point Gold finished two of their games within a single 
point but was unable to secure another league win, and came up 
with respectable fifth place in the final standings. 

The West Point Black (Varsity) secured second place in the 
Northeast Handball Division I League, and qualified for the 
Men’s National Championships in the Elite Division, which will 
be held in Reno, Nev., May 16-18. 

The team will compete at College Nationals in Auburn, Ala., 
April 10-13. 

Ultimate: The West Point Club Ultimate team participated 
in the Garden State tournament, needing only four more games 
to be eligible for playoffs at the end of the season. 

The tournament proved to be a battle against the elements, 
and was a valuable opportunity for the cadets to get experience 
playing in bad conditions. West Point played several games while 
constantly being relocated to different fields due to flooding and 
fields closing. 

After finishing pool play, the remaining games in the 
tournament were cancelled due to the playing conditions. 
Thankfully, the cadets recorded their mandatory four games 
for playoff eligibility before the tournament was stopped. Class 
of 2017 Cadets Mitchell Smith and Ian Betzel took home the 
defensive and offensive MVPs for the team with outstanding play 
throughout the tournament, finishing 1-3. With the final regular 
season tournament completed, Army takes a 10-6 record into the 
first round of playoffs April 19-20.   

 West Point Climbing Team: The West Point Rock 
Climbing team traveled April 5 to Halfmoon, N.Y., for the last 
regional competition of the season, hosted by the Rochester 
Institute of Technology Climbing Team.

More than 100 competitors from a dozen different schools 
including Princeton, Yale, Ramapo, RIT and Rutgers participated 
in the four-hour event where each climber completed their three 
most difficult boulder problems and three hardest rope climbs 
(top-rope and/or lead climbing). 

Class of 2016 Cadet Zhaina Myrzakhanova placed third for 
the women and team captain, Class of 2016 Cadet Julian Barker, 
took first place for the men. 

For the second consecutive year, based on cumulative scores 
from the four competitions this season, the West Point Climbing 
team placed first in the Northeastern Region. This victory was 
due in large part to dominant performances by Barker (first in 
the region for men), Class of 2014 Cadet Chris Price (third in 
the region for men) and Myrzakhanova (T-third in the region 
for women).

The team is now preparing for Nationals, scheduled April 
18-19 in Melbourne, Fla. 

Triathlon: The West Point Triathlon team competed in the 
USA Triathlon Collegiate National Championships April 4-5, 
in Tempe, Ariz. The team of 11 women and eight men had the 
most successful USAT Nationals in team history with six podium 
awards and decisive victories over Navy and Air Force. 

The event hosted more than 2,500 of the nation’s top 
collegiate triathletes representing over 150 schools. 

The competition began with the draft-legal race. Class of 2016 
Cadet Dylan Morgan finished second and Class of 2014 Cadet 
Jessica Clay finished fourth in the nation. The entire team raced 
the following day in the Olympic-distance race. 

Morgan and Class of 2016 Cadet Angelica Dickson were the 
top Army finishers. Points were awarded for the team based on 
the finishing place for the top draft-legal and top four Olympic 
finishers per squad in the men’s team, women’s team and overall 
team divisions. In the end, Morgan received honors for second 
place in men’s draft-legal and third place for combined draft-
legal and Olympic. 

The team received trophies for first place in Armed Forces 
category, tied in points with UCLA for third/fourth overall team, 
fourth place men’s and fourth place women’s team. 

The final team standings were: University of Colorado, 
Boulder (4028 points), University of California, Berkley (4007 
points), UCLA (3878), Army (3878 points) and Navy (3783 
points).

Equestrian: The West Point Equestrian team traveled to the 
Centenary College in Long Valley, N.J., to compete in the last 
regular season English riding competition April 5. 

Seven riders qualified for regionals the next day and finished 
fourth overall. Class of 2014 Cadets Morgan Proksch and Kathryn 
Knapp rode for the last time in the team’s gray and black uniform. 
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Cadets of the West Point Chapter of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) 
competed March 28-29 with 316 other undergraduate students from 18 colleges in a Chemical 
Engineering Jeopardy contest, research poster presentation competition and AIChE chapter 
awards. 

The ChemE cadets won the Most Active Chapter award for level of involvement in the 
AY14 Mid-Atlantic Regional Competition, a testament to the hard work that they have put 
into the AIChE club and the amount of research activities cadets are involved in. Presenting 
research posters at the conference were Class of 2014 Cadets Aaron Beyea, Erik Houston, 
and Mark McCormick, and Class of 2015 Cadets Seamus Bann, Reed Pyers and Lauren Ng. 

The West Point chapter also won a $500 grant from the AIChE Metro Section to offset 
some of the cost of the trip to the University of Virginia for this conference. Cadets attended 
workshop sessions covering bicomponent elastomeric fiber technology, patent law and 
chemical engineering approaches to material science. Beyea, the West Point AIChE Chapter 
president, met with other college chapter presidents and discussed underclassman involvement 
in extracurricular chemical engineering activities and improving the AIChE organization at 
the national level. 

Cadets conducted some reconnaissance on the preparation and execution of the ChemE 
Car Competition, where schools design and build cars for the regional chemical engineering 
competition. The West Point ChemE Club is looking forward to having a ChemE car team 
in the future. 

By the West Point Judo team

The West Point Judo team faced off against 
longtime rival San Jose State among several 
other quality competitors at the Judo Collegiate 
Nationals March 8. 

The competition was hosted by Texas A&M 
and West Point dusted the competition, winning 
three of four first-place trophies. Cadets earned 
first-place novice trophies for both Men’s and 
Women’s, took gold in the Women’s elite 
division and silver in the Male’s elite division. 

It was an impressive and emotional event for 
the team. Head Coach Lt. Col. Hector Morales 
led the team to success at his last national 
competition. His unrelenting dedication to the 
team as well as the hard work of the players was 
evident in the results. 

The Women’s novice team took either first 
or second in every weight class, while cadets 
took six gold medals and bronze in the Men’s 
novice division. Their performance illustrates 
the effectiveness of West Point’s training 
program. Fighters on the team are not recruited, 
but often have little to no background in judo. 
The novice fighters, who often only have a year 

or two of experience, accumulated 31 points 
from fighting in the women’s novice division 
and 30 in the men’s compared to the seven and 
six points accumulated by the second-place 
teams. 

The showing in the advanced division 
was also incredibly impressive. Class of 2016 
Cadet Caroline Patton beat down several tough 
competitors in the 63kg division, including 
fighters from Fresno State and Penn State 
University to win the gold. The women’s elite 
team won first overall in a controversial and 
close tally of points between San Jose, who was 
put into second place by West Point.  

The Men’s advanced took second-place 
overall with an impressive performance from 
team captain, Class of 2014 Cadet Carson 
Giammaria. His persistence in fighting through 
a weight class packed with fierce competition 
was an exemplary performance for the team. 

Overall, the competition was a huge success 
and held many powerful moments for the 
coaches and team. Army Judo has come a long 
way since 1961 when it was formed and it will 
continue to improve as the team works for gold 
in all divisions next year. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Erik Houston presents his research at the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference March 
28-29. Cadets in the West Point Chapter of the AIChE also competed in a 
Chemical Engineering Jeopardy contest.                                 Courtesy Photo

ChemE cadets represent 
USMA at regional conference

West Point team impressive 
at Judo Collegiate Nationals 

Karate competes in nationals, 
champs in three divisions
By the Directorate of Cadet Activities

The West Point Karate team dominated 
at the Karate Nationals in Las Vegas and 
won the National Championship in three 
divisions:

• Class of 2016 Cadet McKenzie Beasley 
in Men’s Beginner Fighting; 

• Class of 2016 Cadet Liana Blatnik in 
Women’s Advanced Forms; 

• Class of 2016 Cadet Rahul Sawhney in 
Men’s Heavyweight Black Belt Full Contact 
Fighting.

The team swept Men’s Beginner Fighting, 
with Class of 2016 Cadet Tyler Parker 
placing second and Class of 2017 Cadet 
Marco Aveledo placing third.

Class of 2016 Cadet John Carson placed 
second in Men’s Black Belt Middleweight 
Point Fighting and Class of 2014 Cadet 
Christer Horstman placed fourth in Men’s 
Black Belt Point Fighting. 

Blatnik also placed second in Women’s 
Advanced Point Fighting. 

West Point placed fifth overall in Team 
Fighting.
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Class of 2016 Cadet Chad Wisnowski, Company A-4, came in 15th place 
with a time of 1:37:28 April 5 at the Eastern Collegiate Cycling Conference 
Army Spring Cycling Classic. The ECCC was held April 5-6 with time trials at 
West Point, and races at Camp Buckner and Harriman Park. The West Point 
Cycling team placed 14th overall in the events. The conference is one of 11 
regional conferences making up the USA Cycling Collegiate and includes 
thousands of athletes from 70 colleges and universities competing in track, 
road races and cyclocross.               Kathy eastwood/PV

West Point places 14th at Classic

Walking with a purpose
The community participated in the annual West Point Walk-
A-Mile event to bring awareness to sexual assault prevention 
April 3. April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. The event 
is sponsored by the West Point SHARP program to allow 
participants to reflect on those who have been damaged 
physically and emotionally by sexual assault. 
                                                                   Photos by Kathy eastwood/PV
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By Staff Sgt. Kristen Mather
West Point Band

The West Point Band believes strongly in supporting tri-state 
area schools and their children through music education, and the 
Harmony Program is at the forefront of efforts in New York City. 

Their work epitomizes values such as goodwill and selfless 
service, and the non-commissioned officers have been honored 
to collaborate with Harmony to bring events to the students.

On April 5, five members of the West Point Band participated 
in a full-day event geared toward coaching students from New 
York City’s “Harmony Program” along with members of the 
New York Philharmonic. 

This is the second time the West Point Band has collaborated 
with Harmony and the NY Philharmonic to provide free 
instruction for students enrolled in the program. Previously, the 
Cadet Strings and many members of the West Point Band have 
visited with the Harmony Program students and coached them 
on their music and also performed for them.

West Point Band supports local students in Harmony Program

(Above) Staff Sgt. David Bergman and Staff Sgt. Kristen Mather (right) of the 
West Point Band coach students from New York City’s “Harmony Program” 
along with members of the New York Philharmonic April 5. The day consisted of 
side-by-side rehearsals and small group lessons led by the musicians. The day 
ended with a performance for friends and family of the students and supporters 
of the program.                                           Photos by staFF sgt. Chrissy riVers/west Point band

Students perform with New York Philharmonic 
conductor Michael Adelson.

The Harmony Program is a nonprofit organization that brings 
intensive after-school music programs to communities with 
limited access to instrumental music education. 

It is formatted after the wildly successful “El Sistema” in 
Venezuela, founded by Maestro José Abreu. El Sistema gained 
traction in the U.S. after Abreu was awarded a TED prize in 
2009 that would cover the expenses of training teachers and 
implementing the curriculum in the communities that had the 
need for the kind of community support that this music program 
offers.

The day consisted of side-by-side rehearsals on the stage 
of the historic United Palace Theater in Washington Heights 
under the direction of NY Philharmonic staff conductor Michael 
Adelson, and also small group lessons led by the musicians. The 
day culminated with a performance for friends, families and 
supporters of the program.
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Maj. Matthew Cavanuagh, assistant professor in Defense and 
Strategic Studies Program and West Point Marathon Team 
officer-in-charge, shares the finish line celebration with his 
daughter, Grace.                    Photo by Class oF 2014 Cadet raChel PhilliPs

By the West Point Marathon team

The inaugural West Point Half Marathon  was an astounding 
success with near perfect weather, beautiful views and more than 
500 happy runners left with positive memories.  

Though many finishers were from West Point, dozens made 
the trip from New York City, and over 100 were from surrounding 
communities.  Lt. Col. Liam Collins was the overall winner in 
a blazing time of one hour and 14 minutes. Afterward, he could 
be overheard commenting on how pleased he was with such a 
well-marked course. 

Class of 2017 Cadet Hans Sitarz, was the winner in the Plebe 
Male category and finished second overall with a time of 1:20.  
Class of 2017 Cadet Grant Manning was third overall in 1:21. 

Lisa Bemtez was the overall female winner in a speedy 1:38.  
Liz Kantack followed in 1:41, and Kerri Whelan took third among 
the ladies in 1:43.

The Cadet Competition was broken down by class year: Class 
of 2014 Cadet Theodore Fong (1:23) won among the Firstie 
males; Class of 2014 Cadet Ruthie Rosenberger (1:52) won in her 
category. Class of 2015 Cadets Norris Overly (1:22) and Renee 
Mihail (1:48) took top prize in their category. For the yearlings, 
the winners were Class of 2016 Cadets Joseph Chabries (1:30)
and Kristen Gray (1:45.)  Class of 2017 Cadet Niguelle Cassador 
won her division with a 2:07.

Maj. Mark Davis was the event’s race director and founder; 
assisted by Melissa Jackson and the West Point Marathon Team.  

“The race was a tremendous success; it has massive potential 
for growth and expansion in coming years,” Davis said. “We 
received an overwhelming amount of encouraging feedback from 
both those that came from West Point and other communities, 
particularly New York City runners.” 

Runners unite for West Point Half Marathon

Runners gather at Michie Stadium April 6 at the starting line of the West Point Half Marathon for what proved to be a scenic trek around the installation. The 
event was hosted by the West Point Marathon team and became open to the public for the first time.                         Photo by Class oF 2014 Cadet Jason hu

(Above) Not quite exemplifying the 
loneliness of the long distance runner 
Class of 2014 Cadet Theodeore Fong 
appears to be enjoying the West Point 
Half Marathon. 
                Photo by Class oF 2014 Cadet Jason hu 
(Right) Even the youngest members 
of the West Point community got into 
the action April 6 with the Kid’s Race, 
running either a mile or half-mile loop.                     
                                 Photo by MiKe strasser/PV

It was a beautiful day for a run at West Point for the 
inaugural Half Marathon.         Photo by MiKe strasser/PV
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FIRST FLIGHT
West Point Flying Team hosts inaugural inter-service fl ying competition

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

I
t was a competition and like all things Army-
versus-Navy, the West Point team wanted to 
win.  

However, the greater mission was building 
relationships between three relatively new flying 
programs.

The West Point Flying team hosted the fi rst inter-
service academy fl ying competition at Dutchess County 
Airport in Wappingers Falls, April 5-6, with teams 
participating from the U.S. Military Academy, the U.S. 
Naval Academy and U.S. Coast Guard.

The hangar they occupied for two days became 
a giant learning laboratory for about 40 cadets, 
midshipmen and coaches to develop their skills sets 
while learning ways to build their teams. If successful, 
this would lay the groundwork for future competitions 
among the academies.

The timing was perfect, according to Air Force Lt. 
Col. Ron Whittle, West Point Flying Team offi cer-in-
charge. West Point has garnered recognition and awards 
from competing in the National Intercollegiate Flying 
Association (NIFA) Region VII SAFECON starting in 
2010. Within the Aviation Club, they’ve developed a 
successful Ground School with Lt. Col. Tanya Estes 
instructing cadets who want to learn more about aviation 
or need to prepare for the private pilot license exam.

Now they were ready to take on hosting duties.
“We’ve toyed with the idea for years, but I think it 

originated at Nationals last year,” Whittle said. 
That’s where he spoke with one of the USNA 

advisors, retired Rear Adm. Robert Nutwell, who was 
there with a few midshipmen observing the competition. 
Whittle said Nationals is a good experience for student 
aviators, but not ideal for either academy because of 
cost and scheduling since the 10-day event confl icts 
with term-end exams.

Support for launching this inaugural competition 
was immense, Whittle said. Two hangars were provided 
free of charge, as well as an aircraft used for the 
pre-fl ight inspection event. A group of NIFA judges 
volunteered their time to help develop the events, judge 
the competition and provide feedback to the teams.

What they came up with was a scaled-down series 

of events with military relevance and a simplifi ed 
scoring system.

“All of this was designed to emphasize shared 
learning and leader development rather than just 
competition,” Whittle said.

NIFA Chief Judge Sean Breen was particularly 
enthused by this competition, since it would be his 
fi rst time seeing the Naval Academy team, a Region 
X school. It would also be the fi rst competition ever 
for the Coast Guard team. Asked when the flying 
team was formed, Carter Schlank, cadet-in-charge, 
said point-blank, “Today.” Although they were only 
able to compete in the ground events, like the pre-
flight inspection, a navigation exercise on a flight 
simulator and written exam, they received plenty of 
encouragement from the aviation community there.

Schlank said there are about 180 members of the 
Aviation Club, which offers Ground School training 
and hosts a lecture series that has featured astronauts, 
military aviators and subject matter experts. Once they 
develop a fl ying team, the Coast Guard would be in the 
same region as USMA, which could become a budding 
rivalry in time. 

Like West Point, the Naval Academy only just re-
established its fl ying team. Commander Kevin Doney, 
USNA Flying Team offi cer-in-charge, said it ceased 
being a club activity in 2008 but was reintroduced 
in 2012. Due to the sequester, they weren’t able 
to participate in regionals so this was their only 
competition this academic year.

“This has been great,” Doney said. “It’s a 
competition but it’s camaraderie, the same thing you 
see at an Army-Navy football game. You have a group 
who, years from now, may be fi ghting together, but 
they’re here working together right here, right now.”

When they weren’t competing in an event or 
cheering teammates on, the airfi eld was their classroom. 
Cadets and midshipmen were riveted to every take 
off and landing, not only from fellow competitors 
but by commercial pilots using the airstrip—casually 
critiquing the pilots’ performances and fascinated by the 
appearance of a Gulfstream G550 making its descent 
on the same runway they had just performed accuracy 
landings. 

Class of 2016 Cadet William Watson said it was 
unique sharing this competition with other future 

military offi cers.
“In regionals, we compete with people who are 

focused more on becoming civilian pilots, airliners 
and things like that,” Watson said. “You can tell the 
difference between talking to them and now talking 
with midshipmen who have similar goals of graduating 
and becoming officers. It really has been a good 
experiencing connecting with the other academies.”

Watson said they trained with the Coast Guard team 
a month ago at Stewart Airport.

“We were able to introduce them to some of our 
training and how we prepare for competition,” Watson 
said. “I think they see how our team has grown and 
it gives them an idea for their own team. We’ve been 
working fairly close with them.”

Last year, Watson was the sole plebe on the team. 
This year, there are four from the Class of 2017 taking 
his place which is indicative of the growth this fl ying 
team has experienced. In fact, the team has more than 
doubled in size from a year ago.

“There’s a lot of new talent on the team, as well as 
a lot of new ideas that can help out the team,” Watson 
said.  “Like Mitch, who is like the master of the fl ight 
simulator now. Before him, we never had anyone that 
good at it.”

Watson is referring to Class of 2017 Cadet Mitch 
Boylan, from Marietta, Ga. He earned his private pilot’s 
license during his junior year in high school by winning 
a from his father.

“If I fi nished my Eagle Scout project he would 
pay for the license, and as soon as he said that had it 
fi nished two months later,” Boylan said. “I don’t think 
he expected me to do it.

His father is also a pilot, which infl uenced his 
interest in aviation.

“One of my favorite things about West Point is 
being in the Aviation Club,” he said. “It’s been fun, I 
love fl ying and the team is great.”

Class of 2016 Cadet Regina Parker had just 
completed her testing to become a certifi ed Advanced 
Ground Instructor and will be teaching Ground School 
next semester to her peers (See next week’s Pointer View 
for feature story).

“That’s just another great example of our growth,” 
Watson said. “I defi nitely see in the future a bigger club, 
more members and more interest in general.

Class of 2015 Cadet Joe Scherer, the West Point 
Flying Team cadet-in-charge, inspects an airplane 
during a ground event April 5 at Dutchess County 
Airport. The team’s only fi rstie, Class of 2014 Cadet 
Frank Arnold, would claim fi rst place in this event. 
The Coast Guard Academy Flying Team earned its 
fi rst award when cadet-in-charge Cadet 1st Class 
Carter Schlank placed second in this event.

In the fl ight simulator, competitors are tested 
on accuracy navigation as they operate off 
the instruments in white-out conditions 
while fl ying the pattern (as seen taped to the 
screen) using the right altitude and speed at 
each turning point.

Class of 2016 Cadet Brian O’Connor talks with Midshipman 2nd Class Joe 
Esposito and his father in between events at Dutchess County Airport during 
the inaugural inter-service academy fl ying competition April 5-6.

West Point Wins!

The West Point Flying team edged out Navy in the fi rst inter-service 
academy fl ying competition. The cadets scored 179 points for fi rst place with  
the Naval Academy team recording 144 points. The Coast Guard Academy 
scored 26 points, participating only in non-fl ying events.

West Point cadets won fi ve of the seven competitive events (short fi eld 
accuracy landings, message drop, aircraft prefl ight, simulator, manual fl ight 
computer).

In the Top Pilot Competition (highest individual scores), this is how West 
Point ranked among the 26 competitors:

First: Class of 2014 Cadet Frank Arnold;
Second: Class of 2016 Cadet Will Watson;
Fourth: Class of 2016 Cadet Brian O’Connor;
Sixth: Class of 2015 Cadet Joe Scherer;
Seventh: Class of 2015 Cadet Pete Scherer;
Eighth: Class of 2017 Cadet Mitch Boylan.

In the Short-Field Accuracy Landing event, Class of 2015 Cadet Pete 
Scherer placed fi rst; Class of 2014 Cadet Frank Arnold placed fi rst in Aircraft 
Prefl ight and Class of  2016 Cadet Nick Ives placed fi rst in the Flight Simulator.

The U.S. Naval Academy performed well in the Message Drop event April 6, getting closest 
to the target as observed by the cadets and midshipmen on the ground. However, after the 
scores were tallied, the West Point Flying Team claimed the win in this event.
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DUSA Gift Shop book signing

The DUSA Gift Shop is having a book signing with Allison 
Pataki from 2-4 p.m. Sunday at the West Point Museum. Pataki 
will be signing copies of her book “The Traitor’s Wife.” 

For details, call 845-446-0566.

ACE-SI Training
The Ask, Care, Escort for Soldiers is offering suicide 

prevention training for first-line supervisors Tuesday-April 17 
at Eisenhower Hall’s Benny Havens Lounge.

Commissary closure
The Commissary will be closed on Easter Sunday April 20 

and we will re-open at 9 a.m. April 22.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

West Point Glee Club concert
The West Point Glee Club will perform “Faure’s 

Requiem” and “Take Him Earth,” composed by Stephen 
Stuckey at 7:30 p.m. Friday at the Cadet Chapel. The concert 
is free and open to the public.

Guests artists in the performance include Craig Williams, 
organ; Kirsten Hart, soprano; Jeremy Irland, baritone; and a 
guest orchestra.

For details, call Col. Gregory R. Ebner at 938-8639.

West Point Military Tattoo
The 32nd annual West Point Military Tattoo is scheduled 

from 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Sunday at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater.

The West Point Pipes and Drums will perform along 
with local/regional pipe bands, military bands and other 
special guest performers. The West Point Pipes and Drums 
are scheduled to perform at 5:20 p.m.

The Tattoo is free and open to the public.
F o r  d e t a i l s ,  v i s i t  w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /

WestPointPipesandDrums or contact Class of 2015 Cadet 
Andrew Coulter at Andrew.Coulter@usma.edu.

Easter and Passover Week Services
A list of West Point church services during Easter and 

Passover week: 
• Jewish Services—
Monday—7 p.m., Erev Passover Seder;
Tuesday—7 p.m., Passover Seder,
RSVP for the services at 845-938-2710.
• Catholic Services—
Sunday—9 and 11 a.m., Palm Sunday Masses; 
Sunday—10:30 a.m., Palm Sunday Procession;
April 17—7 p.m., Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper;
April 18—7 p.m., Good Friday Liturgy;  
April 19—8 p.m., Holy Saturday Great Easter Vigil (with 

Easter Fire and Easter Sacraments for new Catholics);
April 20—9 a.m.–Mass, 11 a.m.–Mass.
No evening mass in Washington Hall on Easter Sunday.
• Protestant Services—
April 17—7:30 p.m., Maundy Thursday Service at the 

Cadet Chapel;  
April 18—7 p.m., Good Friday Service at the Post Chapel; 
April 18—7:30 p.m., Good Friday Service at the Old 

Cadet Chapel (Lutheran);
April 20—6:30 a.m., Easter Sunrise Service at the West 

Point Club. See your chaplain for a ticket for breakfast buffet;
April 20—10:30 a.m., Easter Service at the Cadet Chapel; 
April 20—10:30 a.m., Easter Service at the Old Cadet 

Chapel (Lutheran).
For details, contact Chaplain John Manuel at 938-3875.

Protestant Women of the Chapel welcomes you
Join the members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

from 9-11 a.m. each Wednesday at the Post Chapel. 
Fellowship is awesome, worship is beautiful and childcare 

is provided. Grow your knowledge and love of God with them. 
There are also many service opportunities. 

A retreat is scheduled for April 25-27 at Camp-of-the-Woods 
in the Adirondacks. 

Contact PWOC by email at wp.pwoc@gmail.com or on 
Facebook at facebook@WestPointPWOC. 

Kosciuszko Memorial Observance and Conference
The U.S. Military Academy will conduct its annual 

Kosciuszko Memorial Observance May 3 at the Kosciuszko 
Monument, immediately following the Cadet Review at about 
12:30 p.m. 

The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at 
West Point will hold its annual conference from 10:15 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. May 2 at the Thayer Hotel. All are invited to attend these 
events. 

For a detailed schedule, visit www.kosciuszkoatwestpoint.
org. For details, contact Steve Olejasz at stephen.olejasz@
us.army.mil.  

Military Retiree Appreciation Day
The 40th annual West Point Military Retiree Appreciation 

Day is scheduled from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. May 3.
The day starts with a breakfast at Eisenhower Hall’s Ike Cafe. 

Throughout the day, several events will take place including a 
Cadet Drill Team performance, Cadet Review and a Cadet Sports 
Parachute Club demonstration.

Reservations are required by April 24. For details, contact 
the Retirement Services Office at 938-4217/2355 or email rso@
usma.army.mil.

Keepers of the Peace Powwow
The Cadet Native American Heritage Forum is hosting the  

fourth annual Keepers of the Peace Native American Powwow 
from 1-6 p.m. May 4 at Trophy Point Amphitheater. In case of 
inclement weather, the rain location is Eisenhower Ballroom.

To purpose of the powwow is to show the youth that West 
Point celebrates and honors diversity. The event is free.  

There will be native American food sold, as well as Native 
American crafts.

For details, call Lt. Col. Mark Smith at 938-3136 or visit 
www.usma.edu/cfaf/SitePages/NAHF.aspx.

Counseling available
The West Point Family Life Chaplain mission is to enrich 

relationships by providing preventive and therapeutic pastoral 
counseling that is 100 percent confidential.  

Chaplain John Manuel is an associate professional counselor 
and a licensed marriage and family therapist associate.  

He offers counseling for individuals, couples and families 
on issues of grief, anger, stress, pre-marital preparation, 
communication, parenting, post-traumatic stress and spiritual 
growth.  

For an appointment, call 938-3875/2003 or email john.
manuel@usma.edu. 

Army Athletics Sports Camps
Army Athletics offer a variety of Day and Overnight Summer 

Sports Camps. Campers participate in a full day of learning, fine 
tuning fundamental skills, chalk talks, videos, organized games 
and have around-the-clock supervision.  

For details, visit goarmysports.com/camps. To contact 
a specific sport camp for more details, visit http://register.
armysportscamps.com/help.

Fish Fry Fridays
There are Fish Fry Fridays during Lent through Friday at Holy 

Innocents Church, 401 Main Street, in Highland Falls.
Take-out starts at 5 p.m. while the Fish Fry in the parish hall 

is from 5-8 p.m. There is a family movie from 6-8 p.m. in the 
church. There is a cost for the fish fry while children ages 1-3 eat 
free. During the fish fry, there’s going to be a mini-silent auction 
with 10 items each week. 

For details, contact Heather Privette, parish secretary, at 
446-2197.      

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
ACAP Transition Assistance Workshops 

Army Career and Alumni Program Transition Assistance 

Workshops are five-day events designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive Job 
Assistance Workshop. Service members who are retiring can 
begin the ACAP process 24 months prior to release from active 
duty, and those separating can begin 18 months prior. 

The upcoming ACAP schedule is:
• June 9-13;
• June 23-27 (executive series – retirement focused);
Registration is required. For details or to register, contact the 

ACAP Office at 845-938-0634. 

ACAP Transition Track Workshop
Following the completion of the five-day Transition 

Assistance Workshop, service members and their family members 
can take advantage of targeted Transition Track Workshops. 

These are designed to support Soldiers’ and family members’ 
post-military plans and include topics such as entrepreneurship, 
higher education and technical training. 

An higher education workshop is May 15-16 and a Boots to 
Business Workshop is June 18-19. To register and for details, 
contact the ACAP Office at 938-0634. 

Free Computer Courses
Sharpen your computer skills to improve your work, 

communicate and collaborate, find a better job and keep up-to-
date with your high-tech kids.  

The Information Education Technology Division Computer 
Training Program is offering free computer courses. 

Courses are offered to USMA affiliates, which include cadets, 
staff, faculty, USMA spouses (military or civilian), USMA 
volunteers and USMA tenant organizations. 

Among the courses offered are Basic Computer Skills; Office 
2007 programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); SharePoint 2010 
Basics, iPad Basics and Lenovo Tablet Overview. Training is held 
at Jefferson Library, 4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom). 

For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 
Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email at 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

The course schedule is at https://portal.westpoint.edu/dean/
ietd/Lists/IETD%20Course%20Calendar/calendar.aspx.

West Point 
Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday through April 17

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of April 10-17
Channels 8/23
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FOR THE YOUTHS

ONGOING

JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES
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Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
The monthly Superintendent Golf Scramble will kick off 

April 17. Shotgun start at 1 p.m., with registration starting at 
11:30 a.m. 

This event is open to all authorized users and their guests. 
There is a fee for this event. For details, call the Pro Shop at 
938-2435.

Morgan Farm Easter Weekend boarding
Easter is just over a week away, so if you’re going away 

or have a house full of guests, the Morgan Farm Kennel has 
availability for dogs, cats and other small pets.

Morgan Farm is also open to the general public. 
For details and rates, call 938-3926.

Administrative Professionals Luncheon “Around the 
World in 90 Minutes”

Join the West Point Club from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. April 23 
in the Grand Ballroom to enjoy this themed luncheon with 
entertaining action stations prepared by its culinary team. 

The bars include an Asian Noodle Bar, Tuscan Touch Bar, 
Mexican Stop Bar and All-American Dessert Bar with beverages. 
There is a minimal fee for this luncheon. 

For details, call 938-5120.

BOSS Ragin’ Cajun Cruise
Join BOSS from 6-9 p.m. June 7 for its annual cruise on the 

Hudson. Boarding will begin at 5:50 p.m. at South Dock. 
Tickets are available through BOSS representatives and 

council members for a small fee. This event is open to all BOSS 
Soldiers and friends (18 and older). For details, call 938-6497.

Edible Offi ce Grams are here
The perfect thank you for administrative professionals 

week. On April 21, you can surprise these special persons with 
a delicious food delivery by the West Point Club. Between the 
hours of 8-9:30 a.m. Breakfast Grams will be delivered.

The home-baked warm breakfast tray consists of 12 assorted 
breakfast treats to include scones, strudel, crumb cake and more.

Between the hours of 1:30-3 p.m., Chocoholic’s Delight 
Grams will be delivered. This 12-piece assorted platter consists 
of chocolate cannolis, chocolate-covered strawberries, chocolate 
brownies and chocolate pretzel squares. 

Don’t forget to gather your offi ce and celebrate your admin 
professional with a luncheon at the Club from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. April 23. Deadline for ordering is April 19. 

Call the West Point Club at 446-5506/5504 to order your 
platters.  

2014 Army Emergency Relief Campaign update
The 2014 Army Emergency Relief Campaign contributions 

continue to go up as donations are now at $29,363.
The campaign ends May 15. See your unit representative 

or call 938-0636/ 2519 or Allison.walker@usma.edu for more 
details regarding the campaign or AER.

Volunteer coaches needed for youth soccer and 
baseball 

Youth Sports is seeking volunteer coaches for youth soccer 
and baseball for the 2014 spring season. 

 For details, contact the Youth Sports offi ce at 938-3550/8896.

FOR THE ADULTS

A Night with Sinatra and Friends
Spend the night with Sinatra and Friends at the West Point 

Club from 6-9 p.m. Friday. Enjoy dinner, dancing and the sounds 
of Sinatra starring Johnnie “Ol’ Blue Eyes” Esposito. 

A dinner buffet includes all of Frank’s favorite foods.
Reservations are required. For details and pricing, call 938-5120.

Financial readiness classes
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a fi nancial readiness 

class with ACS. 
The next class, Banking 101, is from 3-4 p.m. April 23 at 

Army Community Service, Bldg. 622. 
For details, call 938-5839.

N.Y. State Hunter’s Education Course
The two-day New York State Hunter’s Education Course is 

scheduled from 6-10 p.m. May 2 and from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. May 3 
at the Bonneville Cabin, Round Pond. 

Hunters must attend both classes to receive credit. To register, 
call 938-2503.

Duathlon
Join MWR and Team Red, White and Blue June 7 for the 

inaugural Duathlon. Run some of the most historic trails at West 
Point, and enjoy the view while biking Route 218. 

Whether you are a beginner, a pro, young or old, this event 
is sure to challenge your endurance at every turn. Registration 

Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library 
The Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library will 

commence today and runs through May 1. It will be held at 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Thursdays. 

It is open to all West Point community children ages 3-5. 
Children must be signed up prior to the start of the story time. 
Parents can register their children at the library (Bldg. 622) 

or by calling 938-2974. 

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps run from June 30 

through Aug. 15. Each week, three-day and fi ve-day camps are 
offered for ages 5 and older. 

Five-day camps run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Three-day camps run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday-Friday. 

Children will learn English and Western style riding, 
grooming, tacking, mucking and proper care. There will be a 
horse show every Friday. 

For details and to register, call 938-3926.

Arts and Crafts April Class Schedule
The Arts and Crafts Shop is offering many classes during its 

April schedule. The classes for April are:
• The West Point Community Center presents build-a 

-recycled bird feeder—10-11 a.m., Saturday. This class will 
educate children and families about birds of the Hudson Valley. 
This class is free;

• Just Paint and Wine a Bit-Abstract—5-7:30 p.m., April 15;
• Quilting class on how to create jelly rolls—1-6 p.m.,  

is available on active.com. 
For details, call 938-4690 or visit westpointmwr.com.

Golf Pro Shop is open
The West Point Golf Course Pro Shop is now open from 9 

a.m.-5 p.m. daily. Purchase your annual pass before the season 
gets into full swing or stock up on the latest products.

For details, call 938-2435.
 

N.Y. State Hunting and Fishing Licenses
MWR has discontinued the in-person sale of New York 

State Hunting and Fishing Licenses. MWR will continue to sell 
West Point permits through Outdoor Recreation at Round Pond 
Campground from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. For details about West Point 
Permits, contact 938-2503. 

Patrons are able to purchase their N.Y. State Hunting and 
Fishing Licenses either online at https://aca.dec.accela.com/
dec/, in-person at various local locations including the offi ces 
of the Town of Highlands, Town of Cornwall and the Town of 
New Windsor, or via telephone at 866-933-2257.  

A comprehensive list of local locations is available from 
the New York DEC at http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/95698.
html#Orange. Please note, fi shing licenses are instantly valid but 
for Hunting license, you must wait 14 business days to receive 
your license/tags by mail before going hunting. 

Active duty, non-N.Y. resident personnel will still be able to 
purchase their discounted N.Y. State License either online or in 
person. If they are purchasing in person, they are encouraged to 
fi ll out this form ahead of time at http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/
wildlife_pdf/affi davit.pdf.

April 29;
There is a minimal fee for these classes. 
For details and to register, call 938-4812.

Outdoor Recreation Equipment Center April activities
• Introduction to Camp Cooking—11 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday. 

Tired of the same old camping meals? Join Outdoor Recreation 
for a lesson on camp cooking. It will review recipes and ideas 
for camping and backpacking and how to plan for both. 

• Introduction to Archery—9 a.m.-noon, April 19. Have 
you ever wanted to feel like Robin Hood? Come out for an 
introduction to archery. Learn about recurve bows and how to 
use them as well as having some of our own archery challenges. 

There is a minimal fee for these activities. For details, call 
938-0123/2503.

Easter Sunday Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt
Join the West Point Club April 20 for its Easter Sunday 

Brunch. Two seatings are available. The fi rst seating is at 11 a.m. 
and the second seating is at 1 p.m. There are corresponding egg 
hunts at 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

The Easter Egg Hunt is for the Club’s Easter Sunday Brunch 
patrons only. Reservations are required. 

For details and pricing, call 938-5120.

Earth Day Open House
Join the West Point Recycling Center from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.  

April 25 to celebrate Earth Day. 
This event will feature a display about local wildlife, provide 

you with ideas for making the world a “greener” place, crafts, 
giveaways and food. For details, call 938-8229.

West Point 5K/10K & Youth Fun Run
The annual West Point 5K/10K is scheduled for May 10.  

The 5K and 10K starts at 8:30 a.m. and Youth Fun Run kicks 
off at 8:45 a.m. 

Registration is now available on active.com, and it’s open 
to the public. For details, call 938-4690.
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• BBC Foundation Scholarships—Balfour 
Beatty Communities Foundation is accepting scholarship 
applications from high school seniors and undergraduate 
students, attending accredited educational/technical 
institutions, of our military family housing residents for the 
2014-15 academic years. 

To apply, visit BBCommunitiesFoundation.org, print, 
complete and submit the application with all required 
materials to Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation at 10 
Campus Boulevard, Newtown Square, PA 19073. 

Applications must be postmarked by Tuesday.

• Eggs-travaganza Easter Hunt—Bring your own 
basket and hop on over to the Boundless playground at 126 
Washington Ave. April 17. The Easter Egg Hunt will begin 
promptly at 3:30 p.m.

BBC will be dividing the children into three age 
categories: 2-4, 5-7 and 8-10 years old for the egg hunt. 

Bring your cameras as BBC is expecting a special visit 
from the Easter Bunny. 

In the event of rain/snow, the event will be cancelled. 
To register for this event, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 

with name and ages of your children.

• Earth Day Open House—The West Point 
Recycling Center will hold its Earth Day Open House from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. April 25. 

The event will include a Home Depot workshop 
sponsored by Balfour Beatty Communities, Recycling 
Center tours, free hot dogs, T-shirts, giveaways and the 
awarding of the Earth Day Poster Contest. 

The West Point Recycling Center is located off Route 
293, Bldg. 1379.  

Keller Corner
Got Drugs? Prescription Take Back Day

The Army Substance Abuse Program and the DEA will 
host a Prescription Take Back Day from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
April 26 at the Military Police Station at 616 Swift Road.

Turn in medications that are no longer needed or 
expired. Turn in fl uids in their original container.

LifeWorks

Friday—Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier, PG-13, 7:30 
p.m.
April 18—Captain America: The Winter Soldier, 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
April 19—Son of God, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.
com/ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

West Point Band presents Young Artist Concert
By the West Point Band

The West Point Band will present its annual Young Artist 
Concert at 3 p.m. Sunday in the Eisenhower Hall Ballroom. The 
concert will feature the four winners of West Point’s 21st annual 
Young Artist Solo Competition: pianist Michael Davidman, 
clarinetist Phillip Solomon, euphoniumist Laura Rann and 
xylophonist Sarah Phinney. 

This concert is free and open to the public.
The concert will feature solo performances by this year’s 

young artist winners. Selections include George Gershwin’s 

“Rhapsody in Blue,” Claude Debussy’s “Premiere Rhapsody,” 
Philip Sparke’s “Harlequin” and Fritz Kreisler’s “Tambourin 
Chinois.” Additionally, the West Point Band will perform 
“Lezghinka” from Aram Khachaturian’s “Gayane” and “The 
Klaxon” by Henry Fillmore. 

The performance will also feature Class of 2016 Cadet Lisa 
Jones on the piano performing Johannes Brahms’ “Rhapsody in 
G Minor Op. 79 No. 2.”

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 938-
2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. Follow the West Point 
Band on Facebook, YouTube and Twitter.

It’s re-registration time at West Point Elementary and 
Middle Schools. Re-registration for both the elementary 
and middle schools will be held at the Elementary School 
Conference Room. 

From 9 a.m.-3 p.m. April 21-24 and 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
April 25, the school information assistants will be available to 
register students for the 2014-15 school year.  

Personalized registration packets were sent home with 
current WPES/WPMS students.  

Returning families are asked to bring completed packets 
to the school during re-registration week. 

Only withdrawal forms will be accepted from students if 
sent back to school.  

New student packets will be available at registration or 
pre-register online at https://registration.dodea.edu/.

Detailed information will be available on each school’s 
website and in the cover letter of the packet. Re-enrollment 
and class assignment are dependent upon registration being 
completed. 

Call the student information assistant at either school with 
any questions about school registration at 938-2313 (WPES) 
and 938-2923 (WPMS).  

WEST POINT SCHOOLS
RE-REGISTRATION AND NEW REGISTRATION

FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2014–15

Story and photo by Nils Anderson 
U.S. Army Garrison West Point Public Affairs Offi cer

Col. Dane D. Rideout, commander of the U.S. Army 
Garrison—West Point, and Frederick H. Osborn III, chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Constitution Island Association, 
jointly executed a document at West Point April 3.   

Present for the brief ceremony were David Gordon, CIA 
secretary; Vincent Tamagna, CIA treasurer; and David Reel, 
executive director of the West Point Museum.

The Memorandum of Understanding between the two 
organizations replaces an arrangement that had expired in 2012,  
and had not been renewed during a period of transition.

“This is another fi rm step forward in our renewing a healthy 
relationship with West Point,” Osborn said. “We have seen 
a steadily improving collaboration this year and the Military 
Academy leadership has been welcoming, enthusiastic and 
generous.” 

“I am glad to have the CIA working with us,” Rideout said. 
“We’re all anxious to improve access to beautiful Constitution 
Island, and to restore the Warner House, a place steeped in history 
and meaning.”

The Memorandum of Understanding, or “MoU,” references 
U.S. Army regulations and directives, and covers events, fund-
raising, access, gardening, gift shop operation, liabilities and the 
all-important restoration of the “Warner House,” the 18th century 
house on the island occupied by the famous American writers 
and composers, Susan and Anna Warner. 

The house has been closed to the public since 2008 due to 
safety concerns regarding structural integrity. 

The house where Susan and Anna lived their adult lives, 
wrote famous books such as “Gardening by Myself” and “The 
Wide, Wide World,” and famous hymns such as “Jesus Loves 
Me,” will be restored through the auspices of the West Point 

Constitution Island Association and West Point 
Garrison sign new Memorandum of Understanding

Association of Graduates.
The USAG-WP has already invested in 100 percent design-

build documentation. WPAOG is raising the funds necessary 
from private donors, will supervise the construction bid process, 
and will administer the restoration work, all to the exacting 
specifi cations of Historic Restoration standards. 

The plans call for a new Education Center to be built on the 
island, much of which will be built with fi nancial support from 
the CIA. Kristin Sorenson, vice-president of Development at 
WPAOG, remarked “The CIA’s participation in the construction 
of the Education Center on the island is a tangible and welcome 
symbol of the CIA’s renewed partnership with West Point.”

At the signing ceremony, Osborn announced that, even 
though the Warner House would be closed, the CIA would once 
again welcome the public to its four traditional on-island events 
on summer Saturdays—Seafood Gala, June 28; Garden Day, 
July 26; Re-Enactment Day, Aug. 23 and Family Day, Sept. 27.  

Frederick H. Osborn III and Col. Dane D. Rideout 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the  Constitution Island Association and West Point 
Garrison April 3.
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Davidson leads Army to sweep of Lafayette
By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Army collected 12 hits and sophomore pitcher Brock 
Davidson threw seven-plus solid innings as Army beat Lafayette, 
9-1, Sunday in the second game of a Patriot League doubleheader 
at Doubleday Field at Johnson Stadium.

Army swept Sunday’s doubleheader and the four-game series 
against Lafayette.

The Black Knights improved to 20-9 overall and 5-2 in league 
contests and won their fifth straight contest.

Army has now won at least 20 straight games in 11 
consecutive seasons.

Junior Daniel Cortes had three hits to pace Army while  junior 

shortstop Alex Jensen, freshman second baseman Kris Lindner 
and junior designated hitter Mark McCants had two apiece.

Army won the opener 5-3, a day after hitting five home runs 
to sweep the doubleheader. Davidson knocked in three runs with 
two doubles in game one while designated hitting.

“To sweep a team is really a tough thing to do, especially a 
team like Lafayette,” interim head coach Matt Reid said. “They 
are a tough bunch. Every win is a big win. The first game of the 
day, we had runners on third with less than two outs and didn't get 
them. Then in the fourth game we were able to open it up a bit.”

Davidson pitched into the eighth, getting one out before 
giving way to junior pitcher Brian Hapeman. Davidson allowed 
five hits, struck out three and walked one while improving to 3-0. 
He left the game with the bases loaded and a ground out scored 
a run, the first earned run Davidson has allowed this season, a 
span of 22 innings.

Hapeman closed it out, picking up three strikeouts.
Army didn’t waste any time, scoring twice in the bottom of 

the first inning. Senior Jon Crucitti singled to open the inning 
and stole second. He moved to third when McCants grounded 
out and scored on a single by Lindner. Jensen then hit a ball to 
the gap that fell for a single, scoring Lindner who was running 
on the play for a 2-0 lead.

Junior third baseman Harold Earls made a great play at third, 
sophomore Jacob Page collected a diving catch in center field 
and Davidson was strong to keep the Army lead at two runs.

Army added to its lead in the sixth inning. Lindner led off 
the inning with a single and hustled home to score on Jensen’s 
double. Jensen took third on the throw home. Senior first baseman  
Patrick Mescher laid down a suicide squeeze to score Jensen 
after a walk to Cortes. 

Cortes went to second on Mescher’s sacrifice and scored 
when sophomore catcher Ben Smith laced a single to increase 
the Army advantage to 5-0.

The Black Knights continued to score runs. Earls led off the 
bottom of the seventh with a single. McCants also singled and 
Lindner was hit by a pitch to load the bases. Earls scored on a 
wild pitch. After a double-play ground out, Cortes lined a double 
to score Lindner and Jensen for an 8-0 Army lead.

After Lafayette scored a run on a bases loaded groundout, 
Army scored a run in the eighth. With one out, Crucitti was hit 
by a pitch and took second on a wild pitch. He stole third and 
scored when McCants grounded out.

Sophomore designated hitter/pitcher Brock Davidson put up big numbers at the plate and the mound 
during Army’s sweep of Lafayette Sunday at Doubleday Field at Johnson Stadium.  Davidson knocked 
in three runs with two doubles in game one and then threw seven-plus innings to get the victory in the 
nightcap.                   Photo by sgt. 1st Class ChristoPher FinChaM/usMa Pao 

Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army women’s tennis team won its fifth 
straight “Star” Match April 5 by defeating Navy, 
4-3, in Patriot League action at the USNA Dyer 
Tennis Courts in Annapolis, Md. The Black 
Knights improve to 19-2 overall and 5-0 in the 
conference, while the Midshipmen fall to 17-7 
and 2-1.

Thanks to wins from its top two doubles 
pairings of senior Della Taylor and junior Elle 
Taylor (No. 1) and senior Jamila Paul and 
sophomore Carolyn Pitman (No. 2), Army came 
away with the doubles point to control a 1-0 
advantage heading into singles play. 

The Taylor sisters bested Mikaela Carlson and 

Noelle Kaufmann, 8-5, at the top position, and 
Paul and Pitman won 8-6 from the second slot 
following Navy's doubles win at No. 3.

The No. 3 and No. 2 singles matches were the 
first to finish, with the service academy rivals each 
winning one. Navy’s Sam Droop posted a 6-4, 6-3 
win at No. 3 before Pitman won, 6-3, 6-4, at No. 2.

At the sixth flight, Army freshman Nancy 
Porter battled back from an opening set loss to 
take a 3-6, 6-2, 6-2 decision over Kaufmann, 
while Elle Taylor clinched the match with a 6-2, 
7-6 (7-1) victory in the fifth position. 

Navy’s Erin Snook and Sam Droop closed 
out the match with wins at the No. 1 and No. 3 
flights, respectively.

The Black Knights improve to 5-0 all-time 
versus the Midshipmen.

Women ’s  Tenn is 
prevails, defeats Navy By Brian Gunning

Army Athletic Communications

The 4x400-meter relay team hit the tape first to clinch the Army Women’s Track and 
Field team’s 103.5-99.5 victory over arch-rival Navy April 5 at Shea Stadium. The victory 
marked Army’s first outdoor “Star” Meet win since 2008 and ended Army's 11-meet losing 
streak, including indoor competition, versus Navy.

“The women came into the meet pretty significant underdogs,” head coach Troy Engle 
said. “We were down our best sprinter on paper and the Academy record holder in the pole 
vault, but other people stepped up. Even with those people healthy we would have come 
in underdogs, but the women knew exactly what they needed to do to step up and win the 
meet. It is probably the best team performance we've had in close to a decade.”

Army entered the final event with a 98.5-96.5 lead, meaning a Navy win would have 
forced a tie. Despite trailing most of the race, junior Samantha Reid was able to overtake 
her competitor during the final leg and seal the Black Knights' victory. Reid was joined by 
junior Katrina Donarski, freshman Madaline Kenyon and senior Allie Sutherland on the 
victorious relay squad.

The anchor leg was part of Reid’s strong overall performance that included a victory 
in the 100-meter dash (12.88) and a second-place finish in the 200-meter dash. 

Women’s Track and Field 
earns “Star” over Navy
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Army Boxing wins sixth title in seven years
pointer View  

The Army Boxing 
t e a m  e a r n s  i t s 
s i x t h  n a t i o n a l 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
in the last seven 
years  by  tak ing 
five individual titles 
and the team title 
at the 2014 National 
Collegiate Boxing 
Association Boxing 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
Apr i l  5  a t  West 
Point. Army boxers 
sophomore Alan 
Alvarado, senior 
Artem Boyev, junior 
Faaolataga Pulou, 
senior  Jeramias 
Ortiz and senior 
Sebast ian  Mims 
earned titles. The 
last  bout  of  the 
evening ended with 
a n  e x c l a m a t i o n 
as Mims (below) 
knocked out his Navy 
opponent, Andre 
Moorehead, at 1:09 
of the second round 
that earned him the 
most outstanding 
boxer award before 
a raucous crowd at 
Eisenhower Hall.  
Photos by eriC s. bartelt/
PV

2014 National Collegiate 
Boxing Association 
national champions

• 112 lbs.—Vinh Thai, UNLV;
• 119 lbs.—Alan Alvarado, U.S. Military Academy;
• 119 lbs.(W)—Kellsie Pence, U. of Washington;
• 125 lbs.—Steve Bittner, Air Force Academy;
• 125 lbs.(W)—Jacqueline Ines, U. of Washington;
• 132 lbs.—Jeramias Ortiz, U.S. Military Academy;
• 132 lbs.(W)—Taylor Williams, U. of Washington;
• 139 lbs.—Jacob Berggren, Air Force Academy;
• 147 lbs.—Sebastian Mims, U.S. Military Academy;
• 147 lbs.(W)—Olivia Meyer, Iowa State;
• 156 lbs.—Colin Schmitt, UC Davis;
• 156 lbs.(W)—Shannon Reilley, West Virginia;
• 165 lbs.—Sean Hunt, U.S. Naval Academy;
• 175 lbs.—Taylor Tennyson, Coast Guard 
Academy;
• 185 lbs.—Garrett Felling, Nevada-Reno;
• 195 lbs.—Faaolataga Pulou, U.S. Military 
Academy;
• HVYWT—Artem Boyev, U.S. Military Academy;
• Men’s Team—U.S. Military Academy;
• Women’s Team—U. of Washington;
• Most Outstanding Boxer—Sebastian Mims, U.S. 
Military Academy.


