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FORWARD, MARCH!Sandhurst squads   
continue to train    
in preparation for 
the military skills 
competition.

UK general discusses future of mission command

Cadets race 
on the slope
The West Point Alpine Ski team went from 
competitive to hobby club this academic 
year but the competitive spirit was alive 
March 1 when the cadets hosted teams 
from the U.S. Naval Academy and Cornell 
University at Victor Constant Ski Slope. 
This was the fi rst time West Point Alpine 
Ski competed against Navy at home in 
20 years. In addition to the collegiate 
competition, the race was preceded by the 
West Point Junior Alpine Race Program (8-
14 year olds) making this a great exchange 
between local racing youth and some 
veteran collegiate racers. See Page 6 for 
story and photos.  
                                                 Mike strasser/PV

Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Lt. Gen. Sir Nick Carter, commander of 
the United Kingdom Land Forces, lectured the 
Class of 2015 at Robinson Auditorium Feb. 26 
on mission command with his perspective from 
division down to platoon leader level.

Under UK doctrine, mission command 
is defi ned as a philosophy of command, with 
centralized intent and decentralized execution. 
It is suited for complex, dynamic and adversarial 
situations. Mission command focuses on 
outcomes, and stresses the importance of 
understanding what effect is to be achieved, 
rather than specifying the ways by which it 
should be achieved.

In 2009, Carter took his division to Kandahar 
in southern Afghanistan and became responsible 
for Regional Command South.

“It was a very interesting time to do that 
mission because Gen. (Stanley) McChrystal just 

took command of ISAF (International Security 
Assistance Force), and he came with a new and 
refreshing approach,” Carter said. “It was about 
population-centric counterinsurgency, it was 
about partnership with the Afghans and the idea 
was we would protect the Afghan population.”

To do that, McChrystal made the argument 
in favor of what is known as “The Surge” and 
President Barack Obama would reinforce that 
strategy in a speech delivered at Eisenhower  
Hall in December of 2009.

In his area of operation, Carter commanded 
nearly 55,000 multi-national troops from 20 
nations, with the U.S. and British Soldiers and 
Marines making up the bulk of eight brigade-
sized task forces.

“You will understand absolutely that 
mission command depends upon understanding 
what’s going on two levels down and two levels 
up,” Carter said.

“From my perspective, in order to get my 

Dayl ight  Sav ing 
Time begins at 2 a.m. 
Sunday. Remember 
to turn your clocks 
ahead one hour.

Lt. Gen. Sir Nick Carter discusses the challenge of making joint operations work 
overseas and the future of mission command Feb. 26 at Robinson Auditorium.See CARTER, Page 3

Cadets race 
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Pointer View  news & Features

Releasing personnel information might violate federal law
By David Vergun
Army News Service

Releasing unauthorized portions of a Soldier’s 
personnel records is a violation of federal law and 
could result in fines or prison sentences.

There have been cases recently where Soldiers or 
Army civilian employees have unintentionally violated 
the Privacy Act, said Peter A. Robinson, chief of the 
Freedom of Information and Privacy Office, Army 
Human Resources Command, or HRC, Fort Knox, Ky.

HRC is responsible for maintaining all Army 
personnel records of active and reserve components 
as well as veterans.

Commands throughout the Army also maintain 
personnel records and Robinson said he wants to 
ensure these human resource professionals are aware 
of important privacy concerns before responding to a 
records request.

Personnel records are covered under the federal 
Privacy Act and the Freedom of Information Act or 
FOIA. These statutes stipulate what portions of records 

can and can’t be released and to whom.
Even acknowledging the existence of 

certain derogatory or adverse personnel 
information could violate the statutes, he 
said. For instance, telling someone “we 
found the information you’re seeking 
but can’t release it,” is a violation of 
the statutes.

Robinson said the correct response 
to such a query would be to say “we 
can neither confirm nor deny” the 
existence of such records. The response 
is especially important when a requester 
is specifically seeking derogatory 
information. One example would be 
if a requestor wanted to know if a 
Soldier had ever received non-judicial 
punishment.

Robinson emphasized that if there 
are any doubts about what to do, Soldiers 
and civilian employees should contact 
their unit legal office, their local FOIA 
office, or the HRC FOIA office.

While not a comprehensive list, 
some of the information that can usually 
be released includes a Soldier’s name, 
rank, occupational specialty, duty status, 
service dates, duty assignments, awards 
and military education, he said.

Information that is not releasable, 
he said, includes personal phone 
numbers or email addresses, reasons 
why a Soldier was discharged, medical 
information, information regarding 
adverse administrative actions and 
demographic material such as age, 
religion, marital status, children and 
relatives.

Rather than struggling to figure 
out what’s releasable and what’s not, 
Robinson advised those who process 
third-party FOIA requests seeking 
personnel information to call HRC’s 
FOIA office at 502-613-4400.

Robinson provided a few examples 
of requests that HRC does not routinely 
handle.

Requests for criminal investigative 
files from civilian law enforcement 
agencies will normally be fielded by 
the Army’s Crime Records Center in 
Quantico, Va., he said.

Those who seek child support 
enforcement, and who need information 
about a Soldier’s status, should contact 
the Federal Parent Locator Service. That 
service is part of the Office of Child 

Support Enforcement, which is a branch 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services.

Employers can request information 
pertinent to a position or job applicant, 
but Robinson said it would benefit 
employers to obtain the consent of the 
Soldiers or veterans first to gain greater 
access to material.

Other common requests are court 
orders or subpoenas seeking personnel 
records. Soldiers and civilians whose 
duties include processing personnel files 
for release should exercise caution when 
these requests are made because those 
documents might not carry the proper 
scope of authority, he said.

If a subpoena is signed by an attorney 
and not a judge, for example, that would 
be insufficient authority, Robinson said. 
Another red flag would be a court order 
signed by a traffic court magistrate, 
when the related lawsuit is actually 
related to a divorce action. That would 
be a jurisdictional violation.

A particularly sensitive type of FOIA 
request involves casualty assistance 
cases.

FOIA officers need to be familiar 
not only with Army Casualty Assistance 
Regulation 600-8-1, he said, they also 
need to understand the supplement to 
that regulation, Army Directive 2010-02.

The directive is a guide on how 
information is sanitized for release to 
the primary next of kin, he said, meaning 
not releasing such things like sensitive 
material affecting national security.

Robinson pointed out that there have 
been cases where release of information 
to primary next of kin has been delayed 
due to not following the directive, which 
spells out the roles and responsibilities 
of the releasing authority.

Those delays were unacceptable, he 
emphasized.

Personnel at HRC are familiar with 
handling all kinds of FOIA requests, 
Robinson said, and they’ll try to expedite 
the release of records and work with 
people to get them what they need.

Often, they will even call the 
requester to get clarification or more 
information rather than denying the 
request. Assisting the public is something 
they take pride in accomplishing, he 
said.

West Point’s “Dirtman,” superhero mascot of the Department of Geography and Environmental 
Engineering, encourages cadets to be good stewards of the environment. His name originates from a required 
course all West Point cadets take, Physical Geography, which is affectionately referred to by cadets as “Dirt.”  
Dirtman will often rally the cadets to recycle with motivational appearances anywhere the Corps is gathered.  
From inspirational walks in the academic hallways to runs through the 4,000-person dining facility yelling 
“Go Army, Beat Trash,” Dirtman’s message to recycle and contribute to sustainability efforts is well received. 

As of Tuesday, the U.S. Military Academy is ranked second out of 220 schools competing in the Corrugated 
Cardboard category for the 2014 RecycleMania Tournament. The Corps is also ranked fifth in the Per Capital 
Classic of the 363 competing schools and ninth in the Paper category. Current results are posted at www.
recyclemaniacs.org.

“Go Army, Beat Trash!”

Where there is trash to recycle, you will find West Point’s “Dirtman” on the scene 
encouraging cadets to do their part, especially during RecycleMania. 
                                                                                                                                              Photo by Jon Malinowski 
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CARTER, cont’d from Page 1

Lt. Gen. Sir Nick Carter, the United Kingdom Land Forces 
commander, delivers the 68th Kermit Roosevelt Lecture, Feb. 26, 
to the Class of 2015 at Robinson Auditorium.

That’s where the leadership comes in. Because 
what you’re doing in this process is marketing 
that big idea and you’re giving people confidence 
that the big idea can be delivered and it will lead 
to a successful outcome.

— Lt. Gen. Nick Carter, UK Land Forces Commander

On communicating big ideas:
“

”

  I’ve never been to West Point 
before and I had the great 
pleasure of doing a tour of this 
extraordinary academy this 
morning. I looked everywhere 
for a trophy cabinet because 
I wanted to see whether the 
Sandhurst Trophy was in that 
trophy cabinet. I didn’t find it, 
but I’m confident one day it will 
be there.

— Lt. Gen. Nick Carter, UK Land Forces 
Commander

All kidding aside:

”

message out, it was necessary to understand what was 
happening in 24 battalion groups.”

Carter also said central to command is decision-
making—being in the right place to make a decision, 
knowing the right moment to make it and knowing 
where to obtain the best possible facts to inform the 
decision. 

“It’s about decisive, early leadership which is what 
makes a difference,” Carter said. “It’s about being bold 
and decisive and it’s about making a timely decision.”

And whatever decision is derived, Carter advised 
to keep the plan simple.

“To my mind, whatever level you are operating at, 
simplicity goes to the heart of success,” Carter said.

Carter had to develop a simple plan based on 
McChrystal’s emerging population-centric approach 
that could be communicated to 55,000 troops. 
And he just about drew out what was called Op 
MOSHTARAK on a dinner napkin one night with his 
command team in England.

The plan was based on a protect effect for the 1.5  
million Afghans in Kandahar and for another half 
million in central Helmand, while also protecting their 
freedom of movement.

“But what I also learned from that experience 
was that it’s worth identifying who your successor at 
divisional headquarters would be; and I was fortunate 
in having 10th Mountain Division coming in after me 
a year later,” Carter said. 

Carter was able to share planning with the incoming 
commander nine months prior to redeployment to 
achieve a sense of continuity that was crucial, and 
would also later be duplicated with the subsequent 
successor.

Mission command requires leaders to communicate 
their intent effectively at every level.

“And that’s right down to platoon level, even as 
divisional commander,” Carter said. “That’s where the 
leadership comes in. Because what you’re doing in this 
process is marketing that big idea and you’re giving 
people confidence that the big idea can be delivered 
and it will lead to a successful outcome.”

At every level it is important for leaders to 
understand how subordinates are motivated, how they 
work and knowing their capabilities.

“Of course, we are human beings, and invariably 
you will have people who do not have the same 
understanding of doctrine as you do and who you, or 
they, do not trust,” Carter said. “Therefore you have 
to remember that sometimes obedience to orders will 
have to prevail; and, actually, that will be the way in 
which you’ll have to lead.”

Carter recalled a deployment in Bosnia where 
he had mutual trust and confidence with a company 
commander which enabled him to have mission 
command latitude. But his experience with another 
company commander was the exact opposite, and 
Carter had to enforce stricter supervision.

“During the process of supervising him closely, 
what I was also going to try and do, which is my 
duty as a leader and commander, is to educate him,” 
Carter said. “So that I could put in place a better 
understanding  of common doctrine and we could 
improve trust.”

In multi-national operations, it can be more 
difficult because of language barriers among NATO 
forces or even different jargon used in different 
branches of service.

Carter said, in light of continuing belt-tightening 
budget cuts from the Pentagon, the United Kingdom 

is probably two years ahead of the U.S. 
Upon taking charge of the UK Land 
Forces, he made an assessment of the 
British Army using SWOT analysis 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Weaknesses) down to platoon levels.

“After 10 years of campaigning 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, I was pretty 
confident they were resilient, combat 
hardened and had great self-confidence,” 
he said.

He felt British troops had a good 
understanding of mission command, were 
accomplished in counter-insurgency 
tactics, air and land integration and 
dismounted close combat and targeting 
operations.

It’s also been reported recently in 
studies that British Soldiers are nearly 

50 percent less likely to have post 
traumatic stress.

One key weakness he highlighted 
was a lack of combined arms maneuver 
and mobile operations.

“They have not integrated tank 
with infantry, they have not integrated 
artillery with tank and infantry,” he said. 
“They’ve not maneuvered in the way 
that myself and your superintendent has 
grown up in the course of the Cold War.”

He also noted that the majority of 
troops deployed to forward operating 
bases and did not experience the dismal 
conditions of living in remote outposts.

“We have to become used to not 
having resources in the future,” Carter 
said. “That’s not going to be the case 
on the modern battlefield. We’re going 

to discover that we can only really resource on  a 
brigade and divisional level; we’re not going to have 
it on down to a platoon level, whether it’s in terms of 
information, ammunition ... we’ve got to get used to 
operating in a way that we have to improvise and use 
our imagination.” 

When a lack of a clear and present threat exists, the 
question arises whether there is a need for land power.

“Why do we need armies any longer? We’re coming 
home from Afghanistan in the end of 2014. We have 
a public that is less than convinced it was a successful 
operation anyway, and the upshot of that is we have a 
public and politicians who wonder whether we’re going 
to send armies abroad again,” Carter said. “That’s a very 
difficult position for us to be in, as Soldiers.”

The economics isn’t convincing either.
“We are an expensive asset,” Carter said. “In British 

terms, the average cost of a Soldier has risen by around 
$1.5 billion every decade for the last decade or two. 
By that rate, it will be extremely challenging for us to 
contain the costs that are necessary to give us the other 
capabilities we need as an Army and across defense.”

However, Carter said a post-Afghanistan British 
Army will have time to educate and rebuild core skills 
and invest in its people. 

“You’re going to have the opportunity, genuinely, to 
care for your Soldiers,” Carter said. “There is nothing 
more important as a leader than caring for your Soldiers, 
and being looked at as a downward-looking leader 
rather than an upward-looking leader.”

Time will be their most precious commodity and  
provide the greatest opportunity, he said, and platoon 
leaders will have it like no others had in the past decade.

“You’re going to have the time to play sport, and 
sport is fundamental, I think, to our military culture and 
military ethos in a way in which it bonds human beings 
together and builds teams,” he said.

Future platoon leaders will be joining units with a 
vast array of combat veterans, which Carter said will 
allow leaders to refresh collective attitudes within their 
units. There will also be freedom to train more broadly 
and be creative in that training.

“You’re probably going to find you won’t have a 
great deal of resources other than time, but that will 
give you an opportunity to use your imagination, to 
innovate and to use your initiative to bind that body of 
people that you’re commanding together and to give 
them the chance to maximize their potential,” Carter 
said. “I think this is an opportunity and I would relish 
it if I were you.”   

“
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Col. Kevin Huggins, the Information Technology program 
director and Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science professor, was the guest speaker at the annual Black 
History Month Observance held at Eisenhower Hall Feb. 26.

The first thing Huggins did was ask the attendees to stand 
and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

“The last stanza captures the civil rights struggles,” Huggins 
said. “I see the struggle of civil rights in America is to make that 
stanza a reality; ‘One nation, under God, indivisible with liberty 
and justice for all.’

“When we think of civil rights, we normally look back to the 
‘50s with Brown vs. the Board of Education and Rosa Parks,” 
Huggins continued. “But the foundation was made much earlier, 
Thomas Paine was credited by many with his writings published 
in 1775. The years following President Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation saw progress in civil rights for 
blacks. The 14th Amendment ratified in 1868 made justice equal 
to all citizens and the 15th Amendment enacted in 1870 provided 
the right to vote across the races.”

Huggins reminded the attendees that during this same period, 
Henry O. Flipper became the first African-American to graduate 
from West Point in 1877. 

Flipper’s graduation was followed by the graduation of the 
second African-American John Hank Alexander and the third, 
Charles Young, both graduating in 1887.”

 Alexander and Young were roommates for three years. 
Charles Young was the first African-American U.S. National 

Parks superintendent, the first African-American attaché, first 
African-American achieving the rank of colonel and was the 
highest-ranking African-American officer until his death in 1922.

“Soon afterward though, Jim Crow decided to disenfranchise 
the African-Americans in the United States,” Huggins said. “The 
Supreme Court ruling in 1896 established with the Plessy v. 
Ferguson case established the separate but equal doctrine that 
justified legal segregation in the South. It is not surprising that 
there was not another black West Point graduate for 47 years 

West Point celebrates Black History Month
Annual observance shares a 
theme of civil rights in America

Tammy Hall, a former New York City teacher, is an African Culture Storyteller who shares a musical story 
on African folklore during the Black History Month Observance Feb. 26 at Eisenhower Hall. 
until 1936.” 

Huggins spoke about civil rights during the 1950s and ‘60s 
when there was a period of intense change in regards to civil 
rights. Education, a key path to ending disparity, was the initial 
objective of those fighting for civil rights. 

Decisions such as the Brown v. Board of Education case in 
1956 officially outlawed the separate but equal doctrine as far as 
education. African-American children attempting to enter Little 
Rock Central High School were under threat until President 
Dwight Eisenhower officially mobilized the military to protect 
the students attempting to attend the school.  

In 1964, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act, and others 
began using economic muscle to achieve equality and they 
started to mobilize. African-Americans refused to eat at 
certain restaurants, instituting sit-ins and other forms of civil 
disobedience and boycotts evolved. 

 The March on Washington in 1963, when Martin Luther King 
Jr., made his now famous speech “I Have a Dream” was not only 
inspirational then and now, but became part of American history.

“What is  the impact of that?” Huggins asked. “I would not be 
here in front of you if it were not for the civil rights movement; 
single mom, black, young and poor. It is easy to conclude that 
we were statistically disadvantaged. However, my mom took 
advantage of all the opportunities for education through various 
programs.”

“Militarily, Flipper, Alexander and Young are the early 
trailblazers,” Huggins said.  “Gen. Vincent Brooks (U.S. Military 
Academy Class of 1980 and the first African-American First 
Captain) is now the first African-American commanding general 
of the U.S. Army Pacific. We are all standing on the shoulders of 
those who went before us as they were standing on the shoulders 
of others. How can you have an impact? Strive for success. Your 
success will help breed the success of those who follow you.” 

The event included samplings of ethnic food, entertainment 
from the West Point Band and Tammy Hall, former New York 
schoolteacher and African Culture Storyteller, who told riveting 
tales of African folklore, civil rights inspired dance performance 
and a performance by the Gospel Choir. 

Col. Kevin Huggins, the Information Technology 
program director and Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science professor, 
speaks during the Black History Month Observance  
Feb. 26 at Eisenhower Hall. The theme for the 
observance was Civil Rights in America.

Staff Sgt. Jeremy Gaynor belts out a song with the 
West Point Band during the Black History Month 
Observance Feb. 26 at Eisenhower Hall. 
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Mixed Martial Arts: The Cadet Kendo Club traveled 
Sunday to Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J., to compete 
in the Shidogakuin Kendo Tournament. 

The West Point team consisted of four cadets who competed 
against teams from several other universities and clubs including 
Rutgers, Cornell and NYU. 

The cadets each competed in an individual bracket and 
collectively in a team bracket. Class of 2015 Cadet Joseph 
Joo won first place in his division against more than 30 other 
competitors within that bracket.

Mixed Martial Arts: The West Point Karate team competed 
in New York’s International Open Karate Tournament Sunday. 
The cadets brought home two medals in a field that had some of 
the best ranked fighters from around the world. 

Class of 2016 Cadet Tyler Parker moved up from the beginner 
division after winning his last tournament and placed second for 
the silver medal in his first tournament as an intermediate. Class 
of 2016 Cadet Blaze Bissar won his first medal of the season, 
placing third in the Men’s Advanced Sparring. 

Climbing: The West Point Climbing team competed March 
1 in the Collegiate Climbing Series at the Gravity Vault gym in 
Chatham, N.J. 

Comeptitors came from RIT, Ramapo, members of the Ivy 
League such as Harvard, Princeton, Yale and Columbia, and most 
importantly, the U.S. Naval Academy. 

West Point took first and second in the men’s category and 
third in the women’s category. Class of 2014 Cadet Chris Price, 
Company G-1, had a standout performance to win the competition, 
with Class of 2016 Cadet Julian Barker, Co. A-2, following in 
close second. Class of 2016 Cadet Zhaina Myrzakhanova took 
third place in the women’s category.  

Triathlon: Six cadets from the West Point Triathlon 
team participated in the Clermont Challenge Under 25 Elite 
Development Draft Legal Race Sunday in Clermont, Fla. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Chris Ryan, Class of 2015 Cadet 
Brad Bachand, Class of 2016 Cadets Connor Wernecke, Dylan 

Morgan, Angelica Dickson and Class of 2017 Cadet Allison Voll 
represented West Point. The field was limited to 75 female and 
75 males who represented the best junior athletes in the unique 
discipline of draft-legal triathlon racing. All of the cadets had 
great finishes with the Army team beating the Navy contingent.

Morgan placed third overall and, in doing so, became eligible 
for a USAT Elite Triathlete License, which means he can now 
race as a professional triathlete. 

Equestrian: The Equestrian Team traveled Feb. 23 to 
Catasauqua, Pa., to compete in the last Zone 3 Region 3 and 4 
western show. 

The team placed as the Reserve high point team in the region. 
Class of 2014 Cadet Morgan Proksch placed as the Reserve High 
Point Rider for the region. After the first show the team had six 
qualified to compete in the Regional competition where Class of 
2016 Cadet Alissah McGill and Class of 2015 Dillon Curtis rode 
well. They will move onto Western Semifinals in Findlay, Ohio. 

Men’s Volleyball: The West Point Men’s Volleyball 
started off strong Feb. 15 at the EIVA East Division Conference 
Championships at Cortland University. In their first match, 
they played Cortland for a win. West Point had not beaten 
defending conference champions Brockport since they joined 
the conference, but  in a thrilling three-set match, the cadets 
claimed victory. 

They continued for a win in two sets against the Rochester 
Institute of Technology team but was unable to win the next two 
matches, losing both in three sets. West Point finished in third  
place out of pool play for a rematch with Brockport for a loss. 

Orienteering: Members of the West Point Orienteering 
team attended a local meet Feb. 23 in Wharton State Forrest, 
N.J. Cadets ran courses varying in length between 5 and 
10.5 kilometers through the woods, benefitting from warm 
temperatures and flat ground to perform well in each race. Class 
of 2016 Cadet Nicolas Ives, Company C-1, and Class of 2017 
Cadet Hans Sitarz, Co. F-3, ran impressive races on the men’s 
elite category, while newcomer to the team, Class of 2017 Cadet 
Dale Lakes, Co. G-2, finished fourth in his race. The event 
helped hone the team’s skills in preparation for the upcoming 
Intercollegiate Championships for Orienteering in April. 

Men’s Boxing: The West Point Boxing team traveled to 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, March 1 to participate in the 
annual MU boxing invitational. 

West Point had a total of seven bouts and each fighter showed 
excellent progress in skill and presented an excellent display of 
what warriors are made of. 

Class of 2016 Cadet Alan Alvarado peppered his opponent 
with speedy combinations and devastating twos to win the bout—
his opponent who fought in nationals last year, found no answer 
to the cadet’s southpaw style. Class of 2017 Cadet Michael Auten 
cleverly utilized his height advantage on his opponent, dropping 
him in the first round with a beautifully executed uppercut; he 
later won the match by TKO that same round with a fury of ones 
and twos. Class of 2015 Cadet Jacob Conley, though lacking 
height on his opponent, was able to utilize an in and out strategy; 
he would break through the Michigan man’s range, rain blows 
to his head and body and then step back out, stealing the win. 

Class of 2017 Cadet Colton Sterk battled it out in a war 
with an opponent from MU; though he threw and landed many 
more punches, blocking the majority of his opponents blows, the 
referees awarded the round to Ohio. Class of 2017 Cadet Tyler 
Payne fought Miami of Ohio’s team captain; the cadet threw an 
assortment of combinations to boggle the individual in the 2nd 
and 3rd rounds especially, pinning his opponent and giving him 
an eight count. His 4-3 combinations were incredibly precise 
and nearly broke his opponent before the final ending bell rang. 
Unfortunately, the bout was rewarded to his opponent. 
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West Point Alpine Ski hosts Navy, Cornell 
By Cinnamon Johnson
Contributing Writer

Alpine skiing is a sport that requires endurance, precision and 
dedication.  It is a challenge taken on by only a handful of cadets at 
the U.S. Military Academy, but to these few athletes, such as Class 
of 2015 Cadet Chris Emerson, it is second nature.

“We all love racing, we’ve just been doing it our whole lives,” 
Emerson said shortly after finishing his second run in the Giant 
Slalom event.  

In the 2012-13 academic year the West Point Alpine Ski team, 
despite protest from the team and their supporters, was downgraded 
from a competitive sport to hobby club status.  This took away 
authorized time to train and practice and, unfortunately, left them 
with no choice but to disband for the season. 

“It was pretty devastating when it got cut, but we fought to get 
it back,” Emerson said.  

After a year of appeals, the team has returned to compete, and on 
March 1, they faced the academy’s largest rival—Navy—at Victor 
Constant Ski Slope. Cornell University also came to contend against 
the nation’s finest in the cadets’ final competition of the season.

At the 2014 West Point Invitational Alpine Ski Race, Class of 

2014 Cadet Jackson Callaghan, team captain, finished 15th in the 
Giant Slalom, followed by Class of 2016 Cadet Josh Ische in 16th 
place and Class of 2014 James Dimilia, finishing in 17th place out 
of 28 racers.

Class of 2017 Cadet Patrick Kearney also slid into the top 20, 
coming in at 19th place. Emerson and Class of 2017 Cadet Aryne 
Riley finished in 21st and 22nd place, respectively.  

Ische took seventh place in the Slalom event, while Callaghan 
again finished 15th of 23 racers. Dimilia followed in 16th place and 
Kearney placed at 20. 

Cornell ultimately finished on top, followed by the Navy team, 
led by Midshipman Patrick Paap.

“It was a great showing by the Army ski team, for our first time 
against Navy in over 20 years,” Callaghan said. “Our focus of today 
was to get Navy up here and establish what will hopefully be an 
annual event for years to come, and we’re incredibly happy and 
proud that we could pull this off.”  

The team wants to eventually move into Navy’s division, and 
doing so will enable them to compete on a weekly basis. Callaghan 
said the team is hopeful, despite last year’s setbacks. 

“But that’s in the past and we are moving forward and we’re 
just happy to be out here skiing,”  Callaghan said.

(Left) The West Point Alpine Ski team hosts an 
invitational March 1 at Victor Constant Ski Slope. 
It was the first time cadets competed against the 
U.S. Naval Academy at home. (Above) Class of 
2015 Cadet Chris Emerson’s parents attend the 
competition to cheer for the West Point team. 
                                                Photos by CinnaMon Johnson

It’s been 20 years since the U.S. Naval Academy 
competed at West Point in Alpine ski.
                                                                           Mike strasser/PV
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The West Point Band plays music and demonstrates what each instrument does to its youngest fans during 
a special Moms and Tots event Feb. 28.                   Photos by staff sgt. Mikki skinner/west Point band

Moms, tots, music and the West Point Band
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Training intensifi es for 
Sandhurst Competition
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Thirty-six squads seem determined to 
squeeze every spare minute into training for 
the Sandhurst Military Skills Competition 
scheduled April 11-12 at West Point.

Given the winter they’ve experienced, 
it’s practically a necessity. That was evident 
everywhere March 1 as 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Regiments conducted competitions for its 
squads, braving single digit temperatures 
early in the day and toughing it out on frozen 
training fi elds covered in snow. Squads from 
1st Regiment were fortunate enough to secure 
time on the marksmanship range, using their 
camoufl age liners and mats as cover from the 
damp ground.

“The weather has had adverse affect on 
many of our regimental level training events; 
canceling two of our ranges and making us 
unable to, as a brigade, set up land navigation 
points around West Point,” Class of 2015 Cadet 
Tyree Meadows, 2nd Regiment Sandhurst 
command sergeant major, said. 

Meadows said squads are able to conduct 
some skills training in a classroom setting which 
is necessary to compete well. 

But it’s through tough exercises like 
Saturday’s competition that provides the best 
assessment. 

“I saw a lot of improvement from our teams 
but we still have a long way to go,” Meadows 

said. “It has been awhile since a 
USMA team has won Sandhurst 
and it has been even longer since 
2nd Regiment has been the best 
in the Corps. However, I believe 
many of our teams performed to 
that level and even higher than 
we expected.”

The last time 2nd Regiment 
claimed the top U.S. Corps of 
Cadets regiment trophy was in 
2002. Fourth Regiment held the 
prize for the longest streak from 
2004-2012 until 3rd Regiment 
won it last year.

Class of 2014 Cadet Meagan 
Brosnan is the commander for 
3rd Regiment’s 1st Battalion, 
and said their top priority is 
retaining that title.

“Keeping that Sandhurst 
trophy is the ultimate goal, so 
we’re assessing the teams every 
couple of weeks to make sure 
they’re meeting the goals of the 
competition,” she said. 

T h e  r e g i m e n t a l 

competitions, she said, keeps the squads in the 
proper mindset for April, when they will test 
their skills against top international academy 
and ROTC teams.

On Saturday, Brosnan was overseeing the 
action across from Buffalo Soldier Field where 
a site was established for the one-rope bridge 
event. Squads can often be seen practicing this 
throughout West Point.

“Sandhurst is mostly about speed; how fast 
you can do things and how accurately. They say 
‘measure twice, cut once’ so cadets train for 
precision and speed from one site to the next,” 
she said. “Those few seconds you get by doing 
something correctly add up.”

Time is certainly a precious commodity 
during the Sandhurst Competition, which is 
why squads were tested with popsicle sticks.

One event, called the Wolfpack Challenge, 
included a lane where cadets had to move 
popsicle sticks from one side of the fi eld to 
another, with the only criteria being they could 
only hold one in each hand.

Class of 2015 Cadet Nicholas Rose 
remembers a previous Sandhurst Competition 
when his squad was penalized an hour for not 
following instructions at a site. 

So the popsicle stick site assessed how 
cadets can follow instruction and come up with 
the best strategy. While some squads opted to 
have several members race sticks across the 
frozen fi eld, others wisely discovered they could 
stuff their pockets with them, or even carry the 
box itself to the fi nish.

Other sites evaluated the squads on combat 
fi rst aid, tactical movement, grenade throw 
accuracy, call for fi re and general physical 
conditioning.

Considering the nasty elements they’ve 
had to contend with—freezing temperatures 
and snow-covered training sites, Brosnan said 
the squads have been doing it right all along.

“They really focused from the beginning 
on starting with basics and working their 
way up, instead of just jumping too far ahead 
into training,” Brosnan said. “Our biggest 
issue is just making sure everyone gets to the 
competition healthy, and they seem to be doing 
a great job with that.”

Meadows has no doubt 2nd Regiment has 
the potential to represent the Corps as the best 
regiment, but he said team development and the 
lessons learned throughout the training can be 
the bigger prize.

“Sandhurst is not defi ned by a two-day 
competition but is a semester-long process of 
perseverance and sacrifi ce,” Meadows said. 
“Throughout their journey each team will grow 
and learn from each other, and grow not only 
as an Army offi cer but as people.”

Members of the A-2 Squad practice the grenade toss during a combined 2nd 
and 3rd Regiment competition March 1 at West Point. Cadets accumulate points 
by getting the grenade within the kill zone. This was part of a series of events 
at South Docks called the “Wolfpack Challenge.” 

In one-timed event, squads in 4th Regiment count off how many lunges, pushups and fl utter 
kicks they could accumulate together while keeping the log from touching the ground.
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(Above) Squads from 1st Regiment were fortunate to schedule some time on 
the marksmanship range where it was clear of enough snow for cadets to 
have a few hours of practice. (Below) Training for the Sandhurst Competition 
is a balance between perfecting military skills and physical conditioning 
as speed, precision and endurance all factor into determining who will be 
named the best of the best.

The Ranger Wall requires a squad to move all their members and equipment up 
and over in the fastest possible time. Fourth Regiment’s G-4 squad recorded the 
fastest time of 2 minutes and 24 seconds, but that was short-lived when the H-4 
squad completed the obstacle in 1 minute and 56 seconds. It was an exhausting 
day of skills assessment for all the squads competing in the Sandhurst Military 
Skills Competition in April.
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• West Point SHARP Helpline (call or text)—845-659-7467; 
• DOD Safe Helpline—1-877-995-5247 (call or text) or visit www.safehelpline.org;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Missy Rosol—call 938-7479 or 845-401-3476;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 or 914-382-8180;
• Installation Victim Advocate, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 or 914-382-8180;
• Military Police Desk—call 938-3333;
• Social Work Service—call 938-3441 or 845-591-7215;
• Keller Army Community Hospital Emergency Room—call 938-4004.

Resources available for the West Point community

Cadet Yoga Club hosts Mindful Resilience lecture
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Soldiers are familiar with the front leaning rest position, 
but how many know the downward facing dog?  

That yoga pose, and many others, have been 
used by millions of practitioners to calm the mind and heal the 
body. It’s not limited to any one demographic, either. There are 
yoga practices for the young and old, yoga to alleviate grief or 
illness, combat addictions and even help those suffering from 
post traumatic stress.

It’s the latter that has the attention of Dr. Daniel Libby, a 
licensed clinical psychologist and yoga instructor. As founder 
of the Veterans Yoga Project, Libby has taught hundreds of 
veterans and active-duty service members the benefits of yoga 
and mindful resilience. He recently visited West Point to share 
his insight with the community.

Knowing how stressful and time-consuming an environment 
like West Point can be for cadets, Libby said they would find 
meditation and yoga worthwhile.

“I bet if you spent an hour in the morning doing any of these 
practices you would make that time up because you would be 
much more efficient throughout the day,” Libby said. “I get 
the whole idea that there’s no time to practice, but when you 
consider how much time we consume on our smart phones and 
technology I think there is always time to spare.”

Libby showed the group how to make use of that time by 
leading them through breathing techniques and meditation 
before lecturing on the science behind mindful resilience and 
its benefits to both the mind and body.

“There’s a lot of research, especially now that funding has 
really opened up on mindful resilience, that shows the benefits  
are real,” Libby said. “But there are many ways to practice, and 
so we call our program Mindful Resilience, but it’s something 
that has been practiced for thousands of years.”

Most of the attendees have practiced yoga before, and 
many were affiliated with the Cadet Yoga Club, which hosted 
the lecture.

Lt. Col. Jennifer Griffin and Maj. Missy Rosol are the 
club’s officers-in-charge, but it was a 15-year veteran of the 
San Francisco Ballet and wife of a West Point instructor who 
turned the club into a reality. 

“Rachel Murdock is really the apex of the cadet club,” 
Griffin, an Arabic instructor in the Department of Foreign 
Languages said. “She has thought through ways for club 
members to develop their practice and make them more 
knowledgeable about yoga as a lifelong learning experience.”

There are currently 12 active members on the Cadet Yoga 

(Left) Dr. Daniel Libby leads a group of a dozen cadets and other West Point 
community members during a Mindful Resilience Lecture in Cullum Hall. 
(Above) Cadets practice meditation and familiar yoga poses during the event, 
which was hosted by the Cadet Yoga Club.

Club, but as many as 25 on average will attend the evening yoga 
sessions with Murdock.

“The idea behind the club was not just to have cadets 
practice yoga but I also want to teach yoga history and other 
aspects of yoga they might not be familiar with,” Murdock said. 

She is also considering field trips, like visiting an ashram 
or taking a class in Sanskrit.

The club originated in 2012 but became an official hobby 
club by the Directorate of Cadet Activities in January.

The club’s first cadet-in-charge, Class of 2017 Cadet 
Danielle Jordan, was told about the club from a friend.

“I did yoga a lot at home before I came to West Point,” 
Jordan said. “So I thought joining the club would be a good 
way to relieve stress and have something to look forward to 
during the week.”

Jordan actually accepted the position of CIC just before the 
lecture started, but was considered for it weeks ago because of 

her willingness to support the fledgling club. While it’s rare for a 
plebe to be in charge, the officers-in-charge think it’s appropriate 
for a new club to be represented by one of the newest members 
of the Corps.

“I hope to grow the club and get more people involved,” 
Jordan said. “I’d like to show what yoga can do for cadets—for 
the mind, the soul and the body. It’s about getting people to be 
open-minded to something different.”

She even found time during Cadet Basic Training to practice.
“I did it in my room—it’s a really good release for me, and 

there’s just enough space in the barracks for it,” she said.
The Mindful Resilience lecture, she said, was a good way to 

show cadets how they can benefit from practice.
“It’s definitely opened my mind to broader things and my 

body feels 100 times better than before I practice yoga,” Jordan 
said. “I’ve also met some interesting people who practice and 
have some really cool experiences.”
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Center for Innovation and Engineering 
held a change of responsibility Feb. 28 at Mahan 
Hall handing the torch of responsibility from the 
retiring Lt. Col. Bruce Floersheim to Lt. Col. 
Michael Benson. 

The CIE began nearly three years ago in 
May 2011 in conjunction with the Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering Department. At the 
time, they spoke with academy leadership on 
promising two things for the center.

First, the CIE would ensure that any part 
of a project undertaken would be an integral 
part with cadets by adding some exciting and 
relevant opportunities for project work to tie 
cadets together with the academy faculty, 
government and the Army. 

Second, to make sure the Center wasn’t just 
about the CME, but to use it as a mechanism 
for integrating education and project work 
across the academy to make it interdisciplinary 
in nature.

“(Dr. David Johnson, director, chief of 
staff of the Army’s strategic studies group)  
was very impressed with our centers and the 
discussion,” Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor, dean 
of the Academic Boad, said. “His point was 
that our centers and our academy, especially the 
academy, that we provide a unique service to the 

Army where we have continuity in intellectual 
thinking on some of the toughest problems this 
nation faces. 

“In many of the R&D stations like 
TRADOC, they are a transient organization, a 
lot of people come and go,” he added. “We don’t 
have that here. He was very excited to partner 
with our centers.

“They serve as a bridge between the 
intellectual capital we have here resident to our 
faculty and the cadets, but to the Army, to the 
Department of Defense and the research we take 
on,” Trainor continued. “They are the bridge 
that connects us with the Army. Connecting 
that resource of capital that’s out there. Bruce 
(Floersheim) and Led (Klosky) have led the 
way and have achieved some truly amazing 
accomplishments in a very short period of time, 
but this organization hit the ground running, and 
has made an impact on the academy and faculty 
development here.”

The CIE has been responsible for helping to 
develop an artificial foot for wounded warriors 
and  worked on an attachment to Soldiers’ boots 
to recharge batteries to help relieve the Soldiers’ 
load they would be carrying in the field. 

Future projects  include continued 
development of muscular-skeletal support 
mechanisms for Soldiers, such as powered 
lower leg prosthetic and lower-body active-
passive exo-skeleton.

Leadership changes at Center for Innovation and Engineering

From left: Dr. Ledlie Klosky, outgoing head of the Center for Innovation and 
Engineering Lt. Col. Bruce Floersheim, Dean of the Academic Board Brig. 
Gen. Timothy Triainor, incoming head Lt. Col. Michael Benson and Lt. Col. 
Craig Quadrato pose for a change of reponsibility ceremony for the Center 
of Innovation and Engineering, which is part of the Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering Department Feb. 28 in Mahan Hall.

Dean of the Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor presents Lt. Col. 
Michael Benson with orders as the new head of the Center for Innovation and 
Engineering. 

If you are experiencing 
delivery issues with the 
Pointer View, please 
call 845-346-3188. 

DELIVERY ISSUES?
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

 All cadet classes attend a big event during their class year. There is 
the Yearling Winter Weekend for second year cadets, 500th Night for 
third year cadets and 100th Night for firsties who are counting down the 
days to graduation.

The Plebe-Parent Weekend is the first time cadets plan a formal event. 
During Plebe-Parent Weekend, cadets show their friends and family what 
West Point is like, take them on tour, attend a formal banquet and a hop.

To help remind the cadets of the itinerary and etiquette, a briefing 
was held Feb. 24 in Robinson Auditorium.

Class of 2017 President Kristi Carrigan, Company G-3, spoke to 
the plebes about the itinerary of the upcoming Plebe-Parent Weekend 
beginning March 14 and what to expect when they escort their parents 
and friends around West Point.

“Following breakfast we will have time to show our parents around 
campus and take them on tour,” she said. “We will also have a brief by 
the superintendent at Ike Hall.”

 “There will be a cadet review on the apron. Immediately following the 
review, we will turn in our weapons and turn to our TAC team and then 
we can show our parents our rooms and around campus,” Carrigan said. 

 There was a discussion of table assignments, as all cadets will be 
sitting with their companies at the banquet unless there is a sibling that 
is from the same company who will then sit with family.  

 Included in the event was an etiquette briefing as the banquet will 
be the cadets’ first formal event. 

Cadet Hostess Sharyn Amoroso spoke to the plebes about etiquette 
during the banquet, how to handle a receiving line and how to make 
introductions. 

“The last I stood before you it was during Cadet Casic Training. That 
seems a long time ago. In addition, here you are in your second semester, 
congratulations,” Amoroso said. “One of the reasons for Plebe-Parent 
Weekend is for the social development of the class and you earned it 

because you are officers and ladies.”
The first etiquette subject Amoroso spoke about was formal attire, 

what to wear during a formal dinner.
“Civilian attire for ladies are floor length formal dresses, off the 

shoulder, strapless dresses if she can wear that well or she can put a 
wrap around the shoulders,” Amoroso said. “Civilian gentlemen, suits 
or tuxedos are appropriate.”

Amoroso spoke about other parts of etiquette regarding talking to 
your guests about what you do at West Point. If you are on official duties, 
let your guests know.

Amoroso also demonstrated reception line etiquette. 
“Always take your gloves off and do not chew gum; shake hands with 

the right hand with a strong grip,” Amoroso said.  
In receiving lines, there is usually a person at the head of the line 

called an adjutant or receiving line manager who will take your name and 
repeat it to the person you will be greeting. Guests do not shake hands 
with the adjutant.

Amoroso and a few volunteer cadets demonstrated how to hold a 
plate, glass and napkin in the left hand at the same time so the right hand 
is free to shake hands.

It is proper to pull the dining chair out for your date on the right and 
help push her closer to the table. 

One of the reasons for this, as Amoroso demonstrated, is that if 
both decide to pull their chairs out from the same side, you will end up 
colliding with each other.

Amoroso also talked about the toast. Nearly every formal banquet 
includes a toast generally beginning with someone saying, “Ladies 
and gentlemen, a toast to the President of the United States,” with the 
response “To the President.” There are a number of toasts, but the last 
one is poignant when attendees raise their glasses and turn to face a single 
table to represent the fallen. There is no response.

Most etiquette is common sense and it helps make it easier for others. 
Knowing the right thing to do and say helps you stay in the good graces 
of the people you are around and always gives a great first impression.

Cadet hostess joins Class of 2017 for 
Plebe-Parent Weekend preparation

Class of 2017 Cadet Kristi Carrigan, 
class president, shows her classmates 
in the audience how to conduct 
themselves during a formal toast. At 
all formal banquets at the U.S. Military 
Academy, toasts are made to the 
president, the academy, guests, the 
U.S. Army and to fallen comrades.

(Above) Sharyn Amoroso, the U.S. Military 
Academy’s cadet hostess, demonstrates with 
plebes at Robinson Auditorium the proper way 
to hold a plate, napkin and glass in one hand 
while still being able to shake hands with the 
other. (Left) Amoroso provides instruction on 
reception and banquet etiquette for the Class of 
2017 in preparation for the Plebe-Parent Weekend 
festivities scheduled March 15-16. One of the 
highlights of the formal banquet will be the 
unveiling of the class crest. 
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Women’s History Month Observance Luncheon

The U.S. Military Academy and U.S. Corps of Cadets Equal 
Opportunity Offices, the Simon Center for the Professional 
Military Ethic and the USCC Cadet Respect Staff are hosting 
the 2014 Women’s History Month Observance Luncheon from 
noon-1:30 p.m. Friday at the West Point Club’s Grand Ballroom.

This year’s theme is “Celebrating Women of Character, 
Courage and Commitment.” The guest speaker is Col. Patricia 
Collins, Division Chief, The Joint Staff, J33, National and 
Nuclear Command and Control.

There is an admission and it can be purchased in advance 
from unit/department representatives or at the door. This event 
is free for cadets. 

For details, contact Sgt. 1st Class John B.Walker, USCC 
EOA, at 938-8456 or Master Sgt. Byron Lewis, USMA EOA, 
at 938-7082. 

WPWC New Cookbook Vol. XI, Eat, Drink & Beat Navy
The West Point Women’s Club has a new cookbook titled 

“Eat, Drink & Beat Navy” in production.
Now through March 31, the book is available for pre-order 

at a discounted price. 
Order your new cookbook online at www.shopthepoint.com 

or at the gift shoppe from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays. 
The WPWC Shoppe is located just north of the cemetery. 

Cookbooks will be ready in early May.

DUSA scholarships
Daughters of U.S. Army scholarships for graduating high 

school seniors are now available through your guidance counselor 
at local high schools as well as at the DUSA Gift Shop, which 
is located inside the West Point Museum. 

To be eligible, you must be a graduating high school senior, 
son or daughter of an active, retired or deceased U.S. military 
service member residing at West Point (or within a 35-mile radius 
of West Point) at the time the scholarship is awarded. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Brigade Boxing Open (updated)
The U.S. Military Academy Boxing team will present the 

58th annual Brigade Boxing Open championships at 8 p.m. 
Friday at Crest Hall in Eisenhower Hall.

The event is free and open to the public.

Applications must be postmarked no later than April 5.
Please refer questions to mhendricks@hvc.rr.com.

Protestant Women of the Chapel welcomes you
Join the members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

from 9-11 a.m. each Wednesday at the Post Chapel. 
Fellowship is awesome, worship is beautiful and childcare 

is provided. 
Grow your knowledge and love of God with them. There are 

also many service opportunities. 
A retreat is scheduled for April 25-27 at Camp-of-the-Woods 

in the Adirondacks. 
Contact PWOC by email at wp.pwoc@gmail.com or on 

Facebook at facebook@WestPointPWOC. 

West Point AOG Gift Shop hours of operation 
change

The West Point Association of Graduates Gift Shop has 
changed its hours of operation. 

The shop is now open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Catholic Women of the Chapel events
The Catholic Women of the Chapel has an active ministry 

with something for everyone.
There is a Weekly Fellowship and Faith Study from 9-11 

a.m. every Tuesday at the Post Chapel. Breakfast and childcare 
are provided. 

For details, find CWOC on Facebook or contact Elizabeth 
Tomlin at tomlin.elizabeth@gmail.com.

Radiation Incident Response Volunteers needed
In a radiological emergency, radiation measurements 

provide essential data needed by authorities to make timely and 
appropriate protective action decisions. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is responsible for assessing the adequacy 
of Orange County’s Radiological Emergency Response

The plan includes the competencies of its radiological 
detection and monitoring teams. In preparation for an October 
2014 FEMA assessment, a regional (e.g., multi-county) response 
to a simulated radiological emergency at Indian Point Energy 
Center is scheduled.

Officer Shannon Fisher is forming, training and resourcing 
monitoring teams to obtain notional radiological samples at pre-
designated locations throughout the county. 

The West Point area has several collection points. Fisher has 
invited West Point to form a minimum of two teams (2-3 persons 
per team) to participate in exercises, assessments and, if required, 
real-world incidents. 

Prospective team members must hold a current NYS drivers 
license (without restrictions), be in good health and speak, read 
and write English. Fisher and her staff will conduct all related 
training and provide the necessary equipment and related 
support—at no cost. 

Training is comprised of 10 one to two-hour monthly 
modules/classes conducted at the West Point EOC (occasionally 
to be held at Orange County 911 Emergency Services Center in 
Goshen), and will include such topics as emergency planning 
and radiation fundamentals, nuclear power plant fundamentals, 
radiological dose assessment concepts, equipment familiarization 
and utilization and field team concepts and operations. 

A certificate of achievement will be awarded upon completion 
of the training. 

Team members are expected to participate in the June 4 and 
Aug. 6 drills, the Oct. 7 FEMA assessment and in 2-3 exercises/
drills annually thereafter. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, contact Lt. Col. 
Richard Comitz at 938-3909, Dr. Christopher Hennen at 938-
7092, or Shannon Fisher at 845-615-0552.

Part-time job available
The Post Chapel has a part-time music position available.
The Chapel is looking for a Praise Team Leader beginning 

this spring.

Meet the Resident Awesome Opossum
Come to the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Wildlife 

Education Center, 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-Hudson, at 10 a.m. 
Saturday to learn about the awesome opossum. 

Opossums are not related to rodents. They are actually 
marsupials (animals with a pouch) who have developed 
fascinating adaptations. 

Join Environmental Educator Pam Golben to learn about 
the opossum through an illustrated slide show presentation and 
intriguing artifacts.  

Visitors can also make a opossum pouch to take home. This 
program is for adults with or without children and children ages 
5 and older. There is an admission fee. 

For details, visit the museum’s website at hhhnaturemuseum.
org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204. 

Fish Fry Fridays
There are Fish Fry Fridays during Lent through April 11 

at Holy Innocents Church, 401 Main Street, in Highland Falls.
Take-out starts at 5 p.m. while the Fish Fry in the parish hall 

is from 5-8 p.m. There is a family movie from 6-8 p.m. in the 
church. There is a cost for the fish fry while children ages 1-3 eat 
free. During the fish fry, there’s going to be a mini-silent auction 
with 10 items each week. 

For details, contact Heather Privette, parish secretary, at 
446-2197.      

Second (Indianhead) Division Association reunion
The Penn-Jersey Branch of the Second (Indianhead) Division 

Association will be holding its annual reunion May 2-4 at the 
Continential Inn in Lancaster, Pa.  

All veterans of the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division are invited, 
in particular those in the adjacent states of Delaware, Maryland, 
New York, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of Columbia.  

For details, call Jack Woodall at 610-274-1409 or send an 
email to warriorvet@verizon.net. 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Functional Academic Skills Training

The West Point Army Education Center is offering a 
Functional Academic Skills Training from 6-8:30 p.m. through 
March 26. 

The class will meet Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 
the Army Education Center, 683 Buckner Loop.  

For those interested in raising their General Technical score to 
110 or above, contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto 
at 938-5389 to obtain an enrollment form. 

Free Computer Courses
Sharpen your computer skills to improve your work, 

communicate and collaborate, find a better job and keep up-to-
date with your high-tech kids.  

The Information Education Technology Division Computer 
Training Program is offering free computer courses. 

Courses are offered to USMA affiliates, which include cadets, 
staff, faculty, USMA spouses (military or civilian), USMA 
volunteers and USMA tenant organizations. 

Among the courses offered are Basic Computer Skills; Office 
2007 programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); SharePoint 2010 
Basics, iPad Basics and Lenovo Tablet Overview. Training is held 
at Jefferson Library, 4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom). 

For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 
Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email at 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

The course schedule is at https://portal.westpoint.edu/dean/
ietd/Lists/IETD%20Course%20Calendar/calendar.aspx.

For details, call Pete Hommel at 938-3504 or email Peter.
hommel@usma.edu.
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Military Child Education Coalition Training: Supporting 
Military Children through School Transitions

There are Military Child Education Coalition Training 
sessions for supporting military children through school 
transitions scheduled for March 13-14 at the West Point Club.

The purpose of the training is to prepare education and 
installation professionals to recognize and address transition 
concerns that impact the mobile military child.  

This training is open to professionals and all caring adults 
interested in learning more about the military child. 

For details or to register, call 938-2092 or visit www.
militarychild.org. Registration is required.  

West Point 5K/10K & Youth Fun Run
The annual West Point 5K/10K is scheduled for May 10.  

The 5K and 10K starts at 8:30 a.m. and Youth Fun Run kicks 
off at 8:45 a.m. 

Registration is now available on active.com, and it’s open 
to the public.    

For details, call 938-4690.

Arts and Crafts March Class Schedule
The Arts and Crafts Shop is offering many classes during its 

March schedule. The classes for March are:
• Just Paint and Wine a Bit–Salude Wine Glasses—March 

13, 5-7:30 p.m.;
• Just Paint and Wine a Bit–Paint Your Own Pet—Tuesday 

and March 13, two sessions, noon-1 p.m. Please bring a 4x6 or 
5x7 clear photo of your pet one week before the class;

• Quilted Lap Blanket—March 18 and 20, two sessions, 1-5 
p.m. Bring your own sewing machine and supplies;

• Just Paint and Wine a Bit–Pink Canopy—March 18 and 
20, two sessions, noon-1p.m.

There is a minimal fee for these classes. For details and to 
register, call 938-4812.

2014 Army Emergency Relief Campaign 
The Army Emergency Relief Campaign supporting Soldiers 

and their families yesterday, today and tomorrow. This year we 
are hoping to reach a goal of $70,000 as a West Point community 
total contribution.  

Consider donating to the campaign, which runs now through 
May 15.   

For details, contact Allison walker at 938-0636/5839 or email 
Allison.Walker@usma.edu. 

Morgan Farm is now taking reservations for spring 
break

Morgan Farm is now taking spring break reservations for the 
week of March 14-23. Located just minutes off-post, Morgan 
Farm offers affordable kenneling services close to home. 

For details and reservations, call 938-3926.

Friday Night SAC Night
Join the School Age Center for Pajamas and a movie “Horton 

Hears a Who” from 6:30-9:30 p.m. March 14 at the Lee Area 
CYSS.

Open to all children in grades K-5 registered with CYSS. 
There is a minimal activity fee per child. Reservations are  
required. 

For details and to register, call 938-8530. 

Fitness Challenge update 
Don’t forget to schedule your final assessment. Final 

assessments are through Friday. 
Available during the fi tness challenge: daily and weekly 

challenges, “Lunch-N-Learn” seminars, exercise counseling, 
equipment orientation and initial, mid-point and fi nal photos 
(optional).

Daily and weekly challenges are now posted online at 
westpointmwr.com/fi tness. To schedule an appointment or for 
more details, call 938-6490. 

Volunteer coaches needed for youth soccer and 
baseball 

Youth Sports is seeking volunteer coaches for youth soccer 
and baseball for the 2014 spring season. 

 For details, contact the Youth Sports offi ce at 938-3550/8896.

Get Out and Get Active Survey
Your opinion matters to MWR. Complete MWR’s Get 

Out and Get Active Survey to help determine what events and 
activities you would like to see here at West Point. 

To complete the survey, visit www.surveymonkey.com/s/
HTTH87T.

FOR THE ADULTS

MWR Fitness Center Parent Co-Op Open House 
Families with children ages 6 weeks to 5 years old are invited 

to come see how the Co-Op works from 9-11 a.m Monday. 
Co-Op leaders will be available for questions and will be 

handing out volunteer applications. Children must be enrolled 
at the CDC.  

For details, call 938-6490.

Samuel Adams Beer Dinner and Jazz Night
Come to the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. Friday in the 

Pierce Dining Room for the Samuel Adams Beer Dinner and 
Jazz Night. 

Enjoy a four-course dinner pairing a variety of lagers with 
the club’s chef’s own creations while listening to the sounds of 
live jazz entertainment. 

The entertainment is provided by Roger Van Cozine Music 
Publishing. 

There is a minimal cost for this event. Reservations are 
required. For details, call 938-5120.

West Point Career Expo
Join Army Community Service at the West Point Club from 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. March 11 for the West Point Career Expo. 
This event is open to all U.S. military members, veterans 

and military spouses. 
This event is open to the public and free for job seekers. 
For details, contact the Employment Readiness Program 

Manager at 845-938-5658 or Christina.Overstreet@usma.edu.

Financial readiness classes (updated)
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a fi nancial readiness 

class with ACS. All classes are from 3-4 p.m. (unless noted) at 
Army Community Service, Bldg. 622. The classes are:

• March 13—Credit Card Savvy;
• March 26—First-term Financial Readiness from 8:30 

a.m.-4 p.m.;
• April 9—How to move within a budget;
• April 23—Banking 101.
For details, call 938-5839.

RecycleMania Tournament
Get in the game, recycle to win. Get involved in RecycleMania, 

the eight-week recycling competition. The national collegiate 
tournament runs through March 29. 

For details, visit recyclemania.org or call West Point 
Recycling at 938-4281.

Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library 
The Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library will 

commence today and runs through May 1. It will be held at 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Thursdays. 

It is open to all West Point community children ages 3-5. 
Children must be signed up prior to the start of the story time. 

Parents can register their children at the library (Bldg. 622) 
or by calling 938-2974. 

Italian Night Family Style Dining
Join the West Point Club from 6-10 p.m. Friday for Italian 

Night Family Style Dining in the Club’s Pierce Dining Room.
Dancing and cash bar are available all night. All platters 

serve a family of four. 
Menu and pricing available at westpointmwr.com/club. 
For details and to make reservations, call 938-5120.

Outdoor Recreation Equipment Center March activities
During the month of March, MWR’s Outdoor Recreation 

Equipment Center is offering many activities. They include:
• Rappelling Adventure—Saturday, 9 a.m.-1p.m. Join 

Outdoor Recreation for a morning of rappelling. We will educate 
on basic rappelling technique and safety as well as the equipment 
used. This activity will surely spark some excitement as you 
descend down a wall like a SWAT team member or Batman;

• Introduction to Compass Navigation and Orientation—
March 15, 1-5 p.m. You will learn how to use a map and compass 
to navigate in the woods in this introductory lesson on orientation 
and compass navigation;

• Introduction to Archery—March 22, 9 a.m.-noon. Come out 
for an introduction to archery. We will be learning about recurve 
bows and how to use them as well as having some of our own 
archery challenges; 

• Mountain Bike Trip—March 29, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Join ODR 
for a day of local mountain biking. We have bikes for rental or 
you can bring your own. 

We will provide transportation to and from the mountain 
biking trails.  

There is a minimal cost for these activities. For details and 
to register, call 938-0123/8810.

Shamrock 5K
The Shamrock 5K, presented by the MWR Fitness Center, is 

scheduled March 15. Race day registration at the MWR Fitness 
Center starts at 7 a.m. Shotgun start at 8 a.m. 

The start and fi nish of the race is at the MWR Fitness Center. 
Pr-registration begins at the MWR Fitness Center Saturday. 

The fi rst 100 pre-registered runners will receive a free long 
sleeve T-shirt. 

 There are prizes for the top three runners and those who 
grow or wear the most awesome mustache can also win a prize. 
There is a minimal cost for this event. 

For details, call 938-6490 or visit westpointmwr.com/fi tness.
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• Spring Forward—Daylight Savings Time begins 
at 2 a.m. Sunday.

“Spring forward” by one hour and it is also a good time 
to replace the batteries in your smoke detector.

• Leprechaun Green Treasure Hunt—Join BBC at 
132 Bartlett Loop from 10:30-11:45 a.m. March 17 for the 
Leprechaun Green Treasure Hunt.

Try your Irish luck and see if your magic key opens the 
treasure chest. If your key opens the chest, you will win the 
prize inside.

During the mid-morning hours, green snacks will be 
served in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by March 13.

• Bowling Party—BBC invites all tweens (ages 9-12) 
during spring break to a bowling party from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
March 19 at the West Point Bowling Center.

BBC provides two games of bowling, shoes, pizza and 
soda. Parents can email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by March 14 
with child’s name and age.

Parents are required to transport the tween to and from 
the bowling alley.

Keller Corner
Flu season is not over yet 

If you still need a fl u vaccine, stop by the Immunization 
Clinic for a shot.  

Hours of operation at the Clinic are: 
• 8-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and Friday;
• 8-11 a.m. Thursday.
For details, call 845-938-8476/4950.

TRICARE Service Center closure
As TRICARE benefi ciaries increasingly access electronic, 

Internet and toll-free customer service features, the need for 
walk-in locations has lessened. 

As a result, walk-in customer service at TRICARE Service 
Centers located within the United States will no longer be 
provided as of April. 

Due to the unique needs of overseas benefi ciaries, TSCs 
outside of the United States will continue to offer walk-in 
service. 

To view TSC change information and sign up for e-mail 
updates, visit www.tricare.mil/tsc. 

As a result of this recent decision, all TSCs in the U.S., 
to include the TSC in Highland Falls, will close March 31. 

This however does not mean health care delivery will 
change in any way, nor does it mean you will not be able to 
obtain the assistance you previously received by visiting our 
TSC. Information and customer service will be available by 
phone or on the internet. 

The toll-free phone number to call for customer assistance 
is 1-877-TRICARE (874-2273). The official TRICARE 
website, www.tricare.mil, also provides the same level of 
information and services. 

The TRICARE contractor for our TRICARE Region 
(North Region) is Health Net Federal Services, and its 
offi cial website, www.hnfs.com, is also an excellent source 
of information. 

It is our pledge and duty to assist each and every 
benefi ciary through this transition. 

In the meantime, contact us at 845-938-4838 to share 
your questions and concerns with us so we can better prepare 
you and your families to obtain the assistance you need and 
deserve regarding your health care benefi ts. 

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday through 

March 13
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of March 6-13
Channels 8/23

March 6-13

TODAY—WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, PATRIOT LEAGUE 
QUARTERFINAL, CHRISTL ARENA, 7;30 P.M.

SATURDAY—LACROSSE VS. HOLY CROSS, MICHIE STADIUM, 
NOON.

MONDAY—WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, PATRIOT LEAGUE 
SEMIFINAL, CHRISTL ARENA, TBD (IF ARMY CONTINUES ON).

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

       coMMunity/sPorts

No updates as of press time.
(For  movie  deta i ls ,  v is i t 
www.shopmyexchange.com/
ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-
WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Eight players registered at least two hits as Army concluded 
play at the Campbell Classic with a 16-1 victory over Albany 
Sunday at Jim Perry Stadium in Buies Creek, N.C.

Army racked up 21 hits, posted its highest single-game run 
total of the season and snapped a two-game losing streak. Army 
is now 5-4 and is scheduled to play Wagner this weekend.

Senior right fi elder Jon Crucitti had three hits and scored 
three runs; junior designated hitter Mark McCants knocked in 
three runs, had three hits and scored twice; sophomore center 
fi elder Jacob Page collected three hits and senior fi rst baseman 
Patrick Mescher had two hits, including a home run, two runs 
scored and three RBI to pace the Black Knights. 

Junior left fi elder Daniel Cortes, junior shortstop Alex Jensen, 
freshman third baseman Johnny Griffi th and senior catcher 
Connor Love all had two hits and Love plated three runs.

Army scored twice in the second, four times in the fi fth and 
10 times in the sixth inning.

Senior pitcher Gunnar Carroll went six strong innings for 
Army, earning his fi rst win of the season. He scattered six hits, 
allowed just one run and struck out six. 

Sophomore reliever Brock Davidson fi nished up, tossing 

Baseball trounces Albany 16-1, racks up 21 hits
three innings in his fi rst outing of the season.

Albany, which beat Campbell on Friday, used fi ve pitchers.
Army, listed as the visitors, opened the scoring in the second 

inning. Cortes led off the inning with a single and Jensen singled. 
Jensen advanced on a wild pitch and Love delivered a single to 
score two runs.

Albany  go t  a  run  back  in  the  bo t tom of  the 
second on a  run-scor ing double  by Craig  Lepre .
Army added to its lead in the fi fth inning. Crucitti reached on 
a two-base throwing error and scored when McCants singled 
one out later. 

Following a pitching change, Mescher homered to left fi eld 
to plate two more runs. Page singled and stole second and came 
across on a Jensen single.

The Black Knights continued to add runs. In the sixth, Johnny 
Griffi th led off with a single, before Crucitti singled. One out 
later, McCants singled to score Griffi th. 

Mescher singled for his second hit of the game to plate 
Crucitti. Page then delivered a single to score McCants prompting 
a pitching change. Jensen was hit by a pitch with the bases loaded 
to force in a run and Love knocked in his third run of the game 
with a single.

Crucitti, hitting for the second time in the inning, singled 
in a run. Earls doubled to left to clear the bases and scored on 

McCants’ second hit of the inning, giving Army a 16-1 advantage.
Army scored 10 runs and sent 14 hitters to the plate in the 

inning.
Davidson entered for Army in the seventh and threw three 

innings of scoreless relief. He allowed three hits and struck out 
four while not issuing a walk.
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Black Knights post first back-to-back winning records in PL

Webber starts as Army gymnasts defeat Springfield

Senior Kip Webber finishes his final home event with season-high scores in 
floor exercise, still rings and vault leading the Army Gymnastics team to a 
419.5-399.55 win over Springfield Sunday.     Mady salVani/arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

Senior Kip Webber was a triple winner, 
scoring season-highs in floor exercise, still 
rings and vault, leading the 12th-ranked Army’s 
gymnastics team to a 419.5-399.55 win over No. 
15 Springfield on Senior Day Sunday at Gross 
Sports Center. 

The win is the third straight and second over 
the weekend for the Black Knights who leveled 
their season mark at 3-3. 

Army was dominant claiming the individual 
winner in all six events and team honors in five. 
The Black Knights set season marks in floor 
exercise (73.3) and vault (73.55), along with 
winning still rings (68.5), parallel bars (68.0) 
and high bar (68.25). 

Webber set the pace in his first and last 
events leading an Army sweep of the top five 
places in floor exercise and vault. 

The Army senior posted a season-best 
15.25 in floor exercise that tied his career-high 
followed by a winning effort of 15.1 on still 
rings that equaled his career high, along with 
a season-best 15.45 on vault that shattered his 
previous high of 15.15 recorded in Friday’s win 
over Temple. 

Webber was ecstatic following his finish 
on vault. 

“That was one of the greatest feelings I have 
had after struggling with this event for a while,” 

Webber said, “and to finally stick it meant a lot. 
“I only dreamt of that happening, and it is just a 
thrill to go out with a bang in my final meet here. 

“The team is clicking on all cylinders and 
everyone is coming together and getting more 
confident in their routines,” he added. 

Also joining Webber in the winners’ circle 
were junior Connor Venrick setting a career high 
14.65 on pommel horse, sophomore Chris Short, 
who equaled his season-best 14.1 on parallel 
bars, and freshman Leo Genders who sparked 
Army to the event title on high bar with a 13.85. 

Sophomore Sam Kusnitz, runner-up in 
all four events he competed, finished behind 
Webber on floor exercise (15.15) and vault 
(14.65), setting a season best in the former. 

He set a career high on parallel bars (13.9) 
tying with junior Alex Ganz, and shared second 
on high bar (13.8) with sophomore Michael 
York. 

Posting thirds were freshman Joe Pritts on 
floor exercise (14.2), sophomore Jesse Glenn on 
pommel horse (14.15) and junior Jeremy Cahill 
on vault (14.6) 

“This was an excellent meet,” Army coach 
Doug Van Everen said. “We scored a decent 
score, but our hit percentage was the best we 
have had all season. 

“We are coming together and it was fun to 
see a lot of these highlights particularly doing 
so well without Jesse Glenn in five events as we 
rested him,” he added.

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

 
Sophomore guard Kyle Wilson scored 28 points, including 

eight in final 3:27 to lead the Army Men’s Basketball team to 
an 87-84 victory over Lafayette March 1 at Christl Arena. The 
Black Knights, who will be the No. 5 seed in the upcoming Patriot 
League Tournament, improved to 14-15 overall and 10-8 in the 
conference, while the Leopards, the No. 9 seed, fell to 10-19 
overall and 6-12 in the league.

Army’s 10 Patriot League victories are the most in program 
history as the Black Knights finished with a winning record in 
league play in consecutive seasons for the first time.

The Black Knights 19-12 with just less than 14 minutes left 
in the first half, but outscored the Leopards 27-9 over the next 
nine minutes to take a 39-28 lead with 4:20 to go before halftime. 

Lafayette used a quick 11-2 spurt to pull within two, but 
sophomore center Kevin Ferguson’s basket with 39 seconds left 
gave Army a four-point advantage at intermission. 

Lafayette trimmed the Black Knights’ advantage to one 
point twice in the opening minutes of the second half, but Army 
used a 12-4 run to open up a nine-point lead with 14:01 to go. 
The Leopards kept coming, however, getting within two on five 
occasions, but each time the Black Knights answered. 

Sophomore forward Tanner Plomb’s three-pointer with 2:30 
to go made it a five-point game, and Army led by at least three 
for the remainder of the contest. 

Seth Hinrichs had a chance to tie the game, but his last-
second three-pointer glanced off the rim at the buzzer, securing 
the victory for the Black Knights.

Wilson’s 28 points was just one shy of his career high. The 
Patriot League’s top scorer during league play was 10-for-16 
from the field, including 4-for-6 from deep. He made all four of 
his free throws, all coming in the final 33 seconds.

The Black Knights had three other players in double figures 
led by Ferguson’s 17 points on 7-for-8 from the field. He also 
grabbed five rebounds, dished out two assists and blocked four 
shots to become the first Army player to swat 70 shots in a 
season (73). 

Sophomore guard Dylan Cox and freshman forward Tanner 
Omlid added 11 points, each. 

Omlid also tied for the team lead with six rebounds, while 
Cox handed out a game-high five assists.

Omlid made three steals on the defensive end to break the 
Army single-season record. His 57 steals topped the old mark 
of 55 set by Josh Miller in 2007-08.

Hinrichs led four Leopards in double figures with 19 points. 
Dan Trist had 17, while Joey Ptasinski and Nick Lindner had 
16 points each. Hinrichs also pulled down a game-high seven 
rebounds.

Lafayette scored the first four points and took a 15-9 lead 
on a layup by Trist with 14:31 to go. Wilson knocked down his 
first three-pointer to cut the lead in half, but the Leopards scored 
the next four points to take their largest lead at 19-12 with 13:38 
left in the opening period. 

Sophomore forward Larry Toomey buried a three-pointer to 
start a 7-0 run that tied the game at 19-19. Lafayette scored the 
next four points, but Cox and Wilson combined to score the next 
11 points to put Army on top 30-23 with 7:40 to go. 

Rufer converted a steal into two points to stop the run, but 
the Black Knights scored the next four points to take a nine-
point lead. 

After a three-pointer by Lindner, Toomey hit a jumper and 
Omlid stroked his first three-pointer to give the Black Knights 
their largest lead of the game at 39-28 with 4:20 left in the half.

Michael Hoffman hit a triple to start the Leopards’ comeback, 
and a dunk by Trist put the exclamation point on an 11-2 run that 
cut Army’s lead to 41-39 with 1:53 left before halftime. 

Ferguson’s basket with 39 seconds to go was the last points 
of the second half.

Wilson led all players with 13 in the first half. Ferguson was 
also in double figures with 12 points.

Hinrichs started the second-half scoring with a three-pointer 
to cut Army’s lead to just one point, but Wilson answered with 
a triple of his own. 

The Leopards trimmed their deficit to one again, but Army 
reeled off seven straight, capped by a three-point play by Plomb, 
to take a 54-46 lead with 16:24 to go.

Army stretched its lead to 63-54 after a basket by Wilson, 
but the Leopards kept coming. Rufer and Lindner hit back-to-
back triples to make it a three-point game, after a basket by 
Cox, Ptasinski was true from deep to make it a 67-65 game with 
9:04 to go. 

Omlid answered for the Black Knights, scoring the next 
five points to re-establish a seven-point lead. The Leopards got 
within two points on two occasions, but Wilson scored and Plomb 
buried a three-pointer to put the Black Knights back in front by 
two possessions.

The Black Knights led 87-81 after Wilson converted his 
third and fourth free throws with 18 seconds left. Hinrichs hit 
a three-pointer on the other end to make it a three-point game, 
and the Leopards sent Ferguson to the line with just less than 
10 seconds to go. 

He missed the front end of a one-and-one and after Lafayette 
secured the rebound, Hinrichs’ last-second shot from the top of 
the key was off the mark to end the game.

Army will travel to No. 4 Bucknell on Wednesday for the 
Patriot League quarterfinals. The two teams split the regular-
season series with each winning on its home floor. 

Tipoff at Sojka Pavilion is set for 7 p.m. Wednesday night’s 
game will mark the fifth time in the last nine seasons the two 
teams have met in the postseason.
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Black Knights cap regular season with 22nd win

Sophomore guard Jean Parker contributes nine points and four rebounds off the bench to help Army defeat 
Lafayette 64-53 March 1. The Black Knights finish the regular season with a 22-7 record while clinching the 
No. 2 seed in the Patriot League Tournament.         Photo by eriC s. bartelt/PV (file Photo)

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Women’s Basketball team closed out the 
regular season with a 64-53 victory over Lafayette in a 
Patriot League contest March 1 at the Kirby Sports Center 
in Easton, Pa. 

The Black Knights improved to 22-7 overall and 14-4 
in the league, and clinched the No. 2 seed in the upcoming 
Patriot League Tournament. The Leopards fall to 14-15 and 
8-10 and will enter the postseason as the No. 6 seed.

Army entered the game in a tie for second place in the 
Patriot League with American, but held the tiebreaker after 
sweeping the season series versus the Eagles. Both squads 
came in one game behind Navy, but the Midshipmen held 
onto first place with a win over Loyola. American topped 
Bucknell to finish third.

Sophomore guard Kelsey Minato reached double-digit 
points for the 45th game in a row, totaling a game-high 20 
points on 7-of-10 shooting, four rebounds and six assists. In 
the final regular-season game of her career, senior guard Jen 
Hazlett came one rebound shy of posting her sixth double-
double of the year, as she recorded 13 points and nine boards. 

Sophomore forward Aimee Oertner netted eight points 
in the second half to finish with 10 points and six rebounds.

Sophomore guard Jean Parker contributed nine points 
and four rebounds off the bench, and sophomore guard 
Brianna Johnson notched six points and seven boards.

Sophomore Jamie O’Hare totaled a team-high 16 points 
and grabbed five rebounds for Lafayette, while senior 
Danielle Fiacco provided 12 points and seven boards.

Junior Linnel Macklin scored nine points off the bench, 
and senior Kelly Loughney added seven points and five 
rebounds.

Loughney led the Leopards with four points during the 
first half’s opening 6:17, as the hosts held a 13-12 advantage. 
Hazlett went on a personal 8-4 run to put the Black Knights 
on top, 20-17, over a span of 1:56. 

During the stretch, Hazlett knocked down her second 
and third three-pointers of the contest to begin 3-of-3 from 
beyond the arc. Army led by as many as nine in the opening 
frame, but Lafayette managed to claw all the way back, using 
a 13-4 run during the period’s last 3:42. Fiacco capped the 
run with a follow-up lay-in as time expired.

Army took back the momentum early in the second 
half, following an 11-4 run that spanned the first 5:21 of the 
stanza. Four players scored for the Black Knights during the 
run, including Minato, who chipped in four. 

Just as they did the first half, the Leopards came back to 
deadlock the contest. O’Hare buried a three-pointer to cap 
a 7-0 stretch for the hosts at the 11:10 mark of the second 
frame, as the score stood 45-45.

Army continued the back-and-forth pace over the next 
5:11, as Minato led the visitors by scoring six points during 
an 11-3 run to give the Black Knights a 56-48 lead. 

Five unanswered points by Lafayette cut the deficit to 
three with 3:37 remaining, but Army finished the game off on 
an 8-0 run that included a 6-of-6 showing from the foul line. 

Oertner buried a jumper at the 2:50 mark to extend the 
Black Knight lead to 58-53 before Johnson, Minato and 
Parker all converted a pair of free-throws in the final 46 
seconds.

The Black Knights return to action today when they 
host a Patriot League Tournament Quarterfinal match-up 
at Christl Arena. Army will face the winner of a first-round 
game between No. 7 Boston University and No. 10 Loyola 
at 7:30 p.m.

Army earns the No. 2 seed for the Patriot League Tournament


