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Class of 2014 celebrates 100th Night
Maj. Gen. William Rapp, the Army’s chief legislative liaison, toasts the Class of 2014 after telling the fi rsties to continue striving for excellence after graduating 
from the U.S. Military Academy. During his address at the 100th Night Banquet Feb. 22 inside Washington Hall, the former commandant of cadets and Class 
of 1984 graduate noted many cadets in this class who he considers trailblazers for academic and athletic accomplishments. See Page 3 for story and photos. 
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Women’s Basketball 
takes back-to-back 
games, now has 20 
wins this season.
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Get in the game 
and play West 
Point’s version of 
March Madness.
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Pointer View  news & Features

Pentagon proposes reduced troop strength in budget

By Nick Simeone
American Forces Press Service

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel has 
proposed cuts in military spending that include 
further reductions in troop strength and force 
structure in every military service in the 
coming year as part of an effort to prioritize 
U.S. strategic interests in the face of reduced 
resources after more than a decade of war.

At a Pentagon news conference Monday 
detailing President Barack Obama’s proposed 
Pentagon budget for fiscal year 2015, Hagel 
called the reductions—including shrinking the 
Army to its smallest size since before World War 
II and eliminating an entire fleet of Air Force 
fighter planes—“difficult choices” that will 
change defense institutions for years to come, 
but designed to leave the military capable of 
fulfilling U.S. defense strategy and defending 
the homeland against strategic threats.

Under a Pentagon budget that will shrink by 
more than $75 billion over the next two years 
— with deeper cuts expected if sequestration 
returns in fiscal year 2016 — Hagel and 
other senior defense and military officials 
acknowledged that some of the budget choices 
will create additional risks in certain areas.

Some of that risk, Hagel said, is associated 
with a sharp drawdown in the size of the Army, 
which the proposed budget calls for reducing to 
as low as 440,000 active-duty Soldiers from the 
current size of 520,000, while ensuring the force 
remains well trained and equipped.

The cuts assume the United States no longer 
becomes involved in large, prolonged stability 
operations overseas on the scale of Iraq and 

Afghanistan. 
“An Army of this size is larger than required 

to meet the demands of our defense strategy,” 
Hagel said. “It is also larger than we can afford 
to modernize and keep ready.” But he said 
the smaller force still would be capable of 
decisively defeating aggression in one major 
war “while also defending the homeland and 
supporting air and naval forces engaged in 
another theater against an adversary.”

The budget request calls for special 
operations forces to grow by nearly 4,000 
personnel, bringing the total to 69,700, a 
reflection of the asymmetrical threats the nation 
is likely to face in the future, Hagel said.

The restructuring and downsizing are in 
line with a two-year budget agreement that 
the president and Congress worked out in 
December, which limits defense spending 
to $496 billion. But Hagel warned that if 
the budget for fiscal year 2016 returns to the 
steep, automatic spending cuts imposed by 
sequestration, “we would be gambling that 
our military will not be required to respond to 
multiple major contingencies at the same time.”

Asked to define that increased risk, a 
senior Defense Department official expressed 
it simply. “If the force is smaller, there’s less 
margin for error,” the official said. “Let’s face 
it — things are pretty uncertain out there.”

The proposed budget also envisions a 
5-percent reduction in the Army National Guard 
and Army Reserve. 

“While it is true that reserve units are less 
expensive when they are not mobilized, our 
analysis shows that a reserve unit is roughly the 
same cost as an active duty unit when mobilized 

and deployed,” Hagel said.
In addition, the Army Guard’s Apache attack 

helicopters would be transferred to the active 
force, while Black Hawk helicopters would 
be transferred to the National Guard, part of a 
broader realignment of Army aviation designed 
to modernize the fleet and increase capability.

Within the Air Force, the defense budget 
calls for saving $3.5 billion by retiring the 
A-10 fleet and replacing it with the F-35 by the 
early 2020s.

“The A-10 is a 40-year-old, single-purpose 
airplane originally designed to kill enemy tanks 
on a Cold War battlefield,” Hagel said. “It cannot 
survive or operate effectively where there 
are more advanced aircraft or air defenses.” 
In addition, the service also will retire the 
50-year-old U-2 surveillance plane in favor of 
the unmanned Global Hawk.

Hagel warned that much deeper cuts in 
Air Force structure and modernization will 
be necessary if sequestration is not avoided 
in 2016.

Among other proposals in the budget 
request:

• The Army will cancel the Ground Combat 
Vehicle program;

• The Navy would be able to maintain 11 
carrier strike groups, but any steep future cuts 
could require mothballing the aircraft carrier 

USS George Washington;
• Half of the Navy’s cruiser fleet, 11 ships, 

will be placed in reduced operating status while 
they are modernized and given a longer lifespan;

• The Navy will continue buying two 
destroyers and attack submarines per year;

• The Marine Corps will draw down from 
about 190,000 to 182,000, but would have to 
shrink further if sequestration returns;

• An additional 900 Marines will be devoted 
to securing U.S. embassies; 

• The Defense Department is asking 
Congress for another round of base closings 
and realignments in 2017.

Hagel said most of the recommendations 
in the budget were accepted by senior military 
officers. Addressing reporters alongside him, 
Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the spending 
plan reflects a balancing of the military while 
ensuring it remains the world’s finest.

“It reflects in real terms how we’re reducing 
our cost and making sure the force is in the right 
balance,” Dempsey said.

Dempsey and Hagel will testify on the 
budget before Congress next week. Lawmakers 
will have the final say on spending decisions.

“This is the first time in 13 years we will be 
presenting a budget to Congress that is not a war 
footing budget,” Hagel said.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel briefs reporters on his recommendations to 
President Barack Obama for the fiscal year 2015 budget Monday.                                                        
                                                            DOD phOtO by U.S. Marine COrpS Sgt. aarOn hOStUtler

Drawdown to 440,000 active-duty Soldiers, 
5-percent reduction in Army NG, Reserve

• West Point SHARP Helpline (call or text)—845-659-7467; 
• DOD Safe Helpline—1-877-995-5247 (call or text) or visit www.safehelpline.org;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Missy Rosol—call 938-7479 or 845-401-3476;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 or 914-382-8180;
• Installation Victim Advocate, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 or 914-382-8180;
• Military Police Desk—call 938-3333;
• Social Work Service—call 938-3441 or 845-591-7215;
• Keller Army Community Hospital Emergency Room—call 938-4004.
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Class of 2014 gathers for 100th Night celebration
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The next time the Class of 2014 gathers formally it will be in celebration 
of graduation and commissioning. However, on Feb. 22, the firsties 
commemorated the time-honored tradition of their final 100 days at the 
U.S. Military Academy.

At the 100th Night Banquet, Class of 2014 Cadet Jeffrey Ferebee, class 
president, noted there were actually 94 days remaining and congratulated 
his classmates on reaching the double-digit milestone.

“While the desire to lead keeps us focused, consider tonight those 
who’ve worn the uniform before us, and those we follow to accept the torch 
of leadership,” he said. 

Maj. Gen. William Rapp, the Army’s chief legislative liaison, returned 
to his alma mater to deliver the 100th Night address. The former U.S. Corps 
of Cadets commandant and first captain for the Class of 1984 last spoke to 
the class in March 2011.

“I asked you then to stand up for yourselves, I asked you to stand up for 
your teammates and I asked you to stand up for your future Soldiers,” Rapp 
said. “Tonight I hope to leave you with one simple message: Strive to live 
above the common level of life; strive to be extraordinary.”

Rapp said the best example they can set as Army officers is to live the 
Army values and never sacrifice integrity and respect for others.

“Those seven values ... are timeless, and in time you will, like I did, 
learn how critical they are for you as a person and an officer in the Army,” 
Rapp said. “Those values are the bedrock of our military and are what 
have made our country a shining light on the hill for the rest of the world.”

 He advised the class that physical fitness will trump military skills in the 
eyes of their troops. Rapp said they would not believe how much credibility 
they will earn by maintaining a high Army Physical Fitness Test score.

“So follow the lead of (Class of 2014 Cadets) Chris Smith and Liz 
O’Donnell, whose astronomical APFT scores truly set the standard,” Rapp 
said.

Rapp recognized more firsties who excelled competitively and 
academically, and others who’ve demonstrated selfless service and personal 
courage. 

(Above) Class of 2014 Cadet Kathryn Knapp, the class historian, raises her 
glass in a toast to the United States Army during the 100th Night Banquet Feb. 
22 inside Washington Hall. (Right) Maj. Gen. William Rapp, the Army’s chief 
legislative liaison, accepts a charitable donation in his name presented by 
Class of 2014 Cadet Jeffrey Ferebee, class president. Rapp is a U.S. Military 
Academy Class of 1984 graduate and later served in the Department of Social 
Sciences and as the 72nd commandant of cadets. 

Each table at the banquet 
featured a wine bottle with the 
100th Night Show graphic on 
its label.

“Let me start out with a young man who had the most reason of all of 
you to take the easy route and just phone it in. Andrew Avelino will be the 
first amputee to graduate from West Point,” Rapp said. “And because of his 
indomitable spirit and drive I would love to have him as a lieutenant in my unit.”

He noted the class scholars—Cadets Erin Mauldin and Calla Glavin, 
who earned Rhodes scholarships; Cadets Alex Brammer and Ahmad Nasir 
as Marshall scholars; and Cadets Luke Schumacher and Robert Fetters as 
Rotary scholars.

He cited the achievement of Cadet Danielle Cummings, who nearly earned 
a maximum score on the Medical College Admission Test and will attend John 
Hopkins Medical School.

“Excellence is alive and well in athletics also,” he said. “Ian Macpherson, 
a track and field regimental commander; Breawna Davis, a springboard 
phenomenon; Kip Webber, all-around champion gymnast; Connor Love, a 
baseball catcher who found time for Toys for Tots; Kelly Kingma, an Ironman 
Hawaii finisher; Josh Herbeck, killing it from the three-point line ... and 
so many other Corps squad and club squad athletes who have proudly and 
successfully worn your colors in competitions.” 

While emphasizing the importance of further training and education, Rapp 
applauded the firsties who achieved such certification and graduation from 
programs such as Ranger School, the Combat Dive course and Special Forces 
Assessment and Selection while at West Point.

“The Class of 2014 has blazed a memorable trail through these past four 
years,” Rapp said. “The question remains, how will you blaze that path ahead?”

Following the banquet, cadets, guests and senior leaders were entertained 
at Eisenhower Hall Theatre with the 100th Night Show, which featured a 
surprise cameo from Stanford University football player John Flacco, who 
endeared himself to the Corps when he joined them in a Rocket cheer during 
an Army Football game. 

The Class of 2014 has blazed a memorable trail 
through these past four years.
— Maj. Gen. William Rapp, the Army’s chief legislative liaison

“
”
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Staff Reports

Class of 2015 leadership traveled to Warwick, R.I., to 
participate in the Class Ring Memorial Melt. 

On Monday, 29 donated class rings were placed in the 
crucible, along with gold shavings taken from all Ring Melt 
ceremonies since the inaugural event for the Class of 2002. 
To date, 322 class rings have been contributed to the Class 
Ring Memorial Program. The oldest ring donor this year 
was reported to be retired Brig. Gen. James Owen Curtis, 
from the Class of 1930. 

The Class of 2015 reported on the ring melt on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/#!/pages/United-States-
Military-Academy-Class-of-2015/144743922288245.

Details on the program are available online from the 
Association of Graduates website at www.westpointaog.
org/page.aspx?pid=310. 

The tradition of class rings at American 
colleges and universities is believed to have 
originated at West Point when members of the 
Class of 1835 designed their own rings, which 
were purchased at private expense and made to 
individual order. In 1836, no ring was adopted, 
but the custom was taken up again the following 
year, and has been consistently observed ever 
since. 

In 1881, the rings began to show some 
uniformity of design. Prior to 1897, the stone 
was an engraved seal or signet with the class 
motto, although occasionally personal initials 
were also used. 1897 saw the change from an 
engraved seal to a purely ornamental stone. 
After 1898, the academy motto “Duty, Honor, 
Country” was the only motto to be placed on 
the ring. 

By 1917, it had become customary to place 
a class crest on one side of the ring and the 
Academy crest on the other; a standard die 
design was instituted for each class, so that 
individual preference was limited to the stone, 
which is selected by the owner. Inside the 
Jefferson Hall library, the rings of deceased 
graduates are displayed in a special wall case. 
The rings of three of the academy’s most famous 
graduates are featured in the center:

• General of the Army Douglas MacArthur 
(USMA 1903)

• General of the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(USMA 1915)

• General of the Army Omar N. Bradley 
(USMA 1915)

— Reprinted from USMA Digital Library

Ring History

 In 1999, retired Lt. Col. Ron Turner, a USMA 
Class of 1958 graduate, submitted an article to 
Assembly magazine that contained the following 
suggestion: “We, as graduates of West Point, 
should establish a Memorial Class Ring Program 
… whereby graduates may bequeath (or graduates’ 
descendants may donate) West Point class rings for 
the specifi c purpose of incorporating the gold into 
the class rings of future graduates.” 

In November 2000, Turner’s idea became a 
reality as 31 rings were melted at the Herff Jones 
company in Providence, R.I., and the Class of 2002 
became the fi rst to receive the gold from this historic 
undertaking in their rings. 

By 2013, a total of 293 rings have been donated 
to the Memorial Class Ring Program allowing a 
tangible and symbolic link within the Long Gray 
Line to continue in future West Point class rings.

— from the Association of Graduates website

Twenty-nine rings were donated to the 
Association of Graduates Class Ring Memorial 
Program to be melted down and added to the 
gold shavings of 293 previously donated rings. 
(Center) The gold is poured into the mold and 
then quenched and weighted before it’s handed 
to a representative from the contracted jeweler. 

The meld is completed and the gold bar is 
ready to become class rings for cadets in 
the Class of 2015.

The members of the Class of 2015 in attendance at the Class Ring 
Memorial Melt were able to read the biographies encased in glass 
of the 29 graduates whose rings were donated to the program. It 
was reported that the oldest ring donor this year was retired Brig. 
Gen. James Owen Curtis, a Class of 1930 graduate.

Origin of the 
Ring Memorial Program

Class of 2015 
Ring Melt
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Ultimate: The West Point Club Ultimate team participated 
in the Boston Midnight Madness tournament Sunday. 

The West Point team lacked its senior members due to 100th 
Night festivities, but provided a chance for the younger players 
to gain valuable game-time experience. The cadets, seeded third, 
began their first game shortly after midnight against Hunter, 
beating them 13-9. 

West Point rolled past No. 2 seed Boston, 13-6, in the first 
upset of the night, then recorded a 13-7 win over Berklee, 

At 3 a.m., the cadets faced an undefeated Hartford team, 
which is also a big competitor at college sectionals every year. 
The game went back and forth for the full time, with big plays 
for both teams. As the clock entered the final minutes, West Point 
was ahead by one with the disc. 

On a critical possession, West Point scored the go-ahead point 
with 60 seconds left on the clock. The cadets emerged victorious 
with a 9-8 win over a tough opponent, and having just defeated 
the top seed they rolled through the final match against Roger 
Williams, 13-9, to win the tournament with an undefeated record. 

This tourney differed from a typical Ultimate setup as teams 
played five men instead of the usual seven, due to the smaller field 
sizes playing indoors. The tournament was played round-robin 
against every other team with the winner decided by record at 
the end of the night. 

The games also varied from a typical game: Instead of playing 
first to 15, games were played with a 50-minute running clock. 
The winning team was decided by the score at the end of time 
or whoever reached 13 first. 

Climbing Team: The West Point Climbing team traveled to 
Wallingford, Conn., and competed at Prime Climb gym against 
teams from RIT, Yale and Princeton Feb. 15. 

The West Point Climbing team earned the overall win, while 
also placing first for the men and fifth for the women. In this 
second competition of the season, the team displayed a higher 
level of strategy in how they approached the competition and 
how to pace themselves. 

Team cohesion was at a high, with team members coaching 
each other through routes and boulder problems. Interaction 
between teams demonstrated the inherently noncompetitive 
attitude of the climbing community, seen when members of 
different teams give each other advice. This was a reminder that 
only half the goal is winning. The other half is improving as a 
team and individually, and even in competition, the cadets are 
training. 

Debate: Eight cadets traveled to the Yale University 
American Parliamentary Debate tournament Feb. 21-22. This 
tournament’s format required an experienced debater to pair 
with a novice debater and debate topics chosen by the organizers 
after a scant 15 minutes of preparation time. Debating teams 
from Duke, Stanford and the entire northeast, West Point split 
its rounds evenly and ended with a .500 winning percentage. 
Three separate Army teams defeated MIT’s lone entry in this 
tournament.

Men’s Team Handball: The West Point Men’s Team 
Handball competed in the North Carolina Blue Cup Feb. 15-16 
in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

The Black Team (Varsity) won its first three games by 
defeating collegiate teams from the University of Miami-Ohio, 
University of North Carolina and University of Virginia. The 
cadets first loss came against the Club National Championship 
team NYAC from New York City, which earned West Point a 
placement in the third-place game of the tournament. 

Led by Class of 2015 Cadets Chris Gramling (Co. E-3) and 
Kyle Cachopa (Co. C-2), the team showed a lot of heart and 
determination but lost the tightly-contested third-place game to 
a strong Carolina Blue Club comprised of several current and 
former National Team players. 

The West Point Gold (JV) team, led by Class of 2015 Cadet 
Nathaniel Greene (Co. F-3) and Class of 2017 Cadet Jalen Swett 
(Co. A-2), earned two wins against teams from Auburn and North 
Carolina, but lost two consecutive games against North Carolina 
and the Army Alumni Club. The Gold team ended the tournament 
with a loss against the North Carolina Collegiate Club (Varsity) 
by the score of 25-23, for a 6th place finish. 

The Men’s Team Handball cadets will host the inaugural 
Capt. Scott Pace Memorial Invitational Tournament, Friday-
Sunday, in honor of former West Point Team Handball player 
and Class of 2005 graduate Capt. Scott Patrick Pace. Pace was 
deployed in Afghanistan when he was killed in action June 6, 
2012.

Men’s Boxing: The West Point Boxing team traveled to 
Lock Haven University Feb. 15 to participate in the annual LHU 
Boxing Invitational. 

Five West Point boxers brought home the gold. Class of 
2015 Cadet Fa’aolataga Pulou (Co. E-4) won his bout by referee 
stoppage after pummeling his opponents rib cage with vicious 
right and left hooks. The ref decided his opponent had enough 
when he could no longer raise his arms to defend the onslaught. 
Class of 2016 Cadet Matthew Reyes (Co. I-1) won his inaugural 
bout by a first round knockout. The round started with Reyes 
establishing the range with his long, piston-like jab. After 
maneuvering his opponent to the corner, Reyes used a powerful 
straight right to knock him down. After the knockdown, the 
referee immediately stopped the bout. 

Three plebes also won their bouts at the invitational. Class 
of 2017 Cadet Justin Doreck, making his boxing debut, defeated 
his opponent from the U.S. Naval Academy, with a crisp jab and 
sharp right in a typical Army-Navy bout. Class of 2017 Cadet 
Abylay Akhmetov used quick head movement and an explosive 
1-2-1 combination to defeat his opponent from Shippensburg 
University. Class of 2017 Cadet Adam Kanavos, in a crowd-
pleasing bout, outslugged his adversary from Lock Haven 
University.  
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Pistol Team beats Navy to earn “Star”
Class of 2017 Cadet Jeffrey Schanz shot the match high score of 559 in Air Pistol as the West 
Point Pistol team beats the U.S. Naval Academy Feb. 22-23 at Tronsrue Marksmanship Center.

Story and photos by the West Point Pistol Team

West Point hosted the Naval Academy Pistol team at Tronsrue 
Marksmanship Center for the annual Army-Navy Shootout Feb. 
22-23.

Free Pistol, an Olympic event, was the first event to be fired.  
Competitors have two hours to fire 60 record shots at a very small 
bull’s-eye target. From each team’s roster the coach must select 
five individuals who they feel will be the top performers for 
that day. From the five individual scores, the top four scores are 
counted for the team score. Class of 2014 Cadet Shane Greene led 
the scoring with a 516 out of a possible 600. Class of 2014 Cadets 
Julian Trent and Jacob Hayes followed closely, both shooting a 
score of 508. Class of 2017 Cadet Mark Lister rounded out the 
scoring team and shot 495. West Point won the Free Pistol event 
with a score of 2,027 to Navy’s 1,963.

Standard Pistol was the second event of the match. In this 
event, each competitor fires four series of five shots with 150 
seconds for each series.  Each competitor then fires four series of 
five shots with 20 seconds for each series.  Lastly, each competitor 

fires four series of five shots with 10 seconds for each series.  
Hayes led the scoring with a 543 out of a possible 600.  Class of 
2016 Cadet Anthony Veith followed closely with a 540. Greene 
shot a 532 and Class of 2014 Cadet Garrett Kennedy shot a 527 
for a team score of 2,142.  Navy shot a 2,096, giving West Point 
a 110-point lead after the first two events.

The shootout concluded with Air Pistol, an Olympic event 
where each competitor has one hour and 45 minutes to fire 60 
record shots. Class of 2017 Cadet Jeff Schanz led the scoring 
for West Point with a 559 out of a possible 600. Class of 2017 
Cadet Dashiell Andrews shot a 552, Trent shot a 550 and Hayes 
shot a 547 to give West Point a team score of 2,208. Navy shot 
a team score of 2,209.

The Women’s Pistol team also competed against Navy’s 

women. Although women may compete equally against men in 
Free, Standard and 60 Shot Air Pistol, there are also two “women 
only” events—Women’s Air Pistol and Sport Pistol. The two 
event aggregate score for West Point’s women was 2,689 to 
Navy’s 2,664.  Since every college does not field a women’s team, 
these scores are not included in the overall team aggregate score. 

West Point’s three-event aggregate score was 6,377 to Navy’s 
6,268.  

“Navy has an excellent program and is always a top 
competitor in intercollegiate pistol,” West Point Pistol Coach 
Duston Saunders said.   

West Point’s season record improves to 17 wins and one 
loss. In addition to winning the National Intercollegiate Pistol 
Championship four out of the past five years, the win over Navy 
proved that West Point has a pistol program second to none.

“Beating Navy was one of our main goals for the year,” 
Kennedy, team captain, said. “This major victory is a great way 
to finish our regular season and get us psyched for the National 
Intercollegiate Pistol Championships at Fort Benning (Ga.) in 
two weeks.”  

In between a Naval Academy shooter are Class of 2017 Cadet 
Dashiell Andrews (left) and Class of 2016 Cadet Andrew 
Moore (right), competing in the Standard Pistol Event during 
the annual Army-Navy shootout Feb. 22-23 at Tronsrue 
Marksmanship Center.

The West Point Pistol team defeated the U.S. Naval 
Academy, 6,377-6,268, in the annual Army-Navy 
Shootout Feb. 22-23 at Tronsrue Marksmanship 
Center. The cadets are 17-1 for the season.
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Corbin Forum hosts first 
Women’s Leadership Summit

The Corbin Forum will host its fi rst Women’s Leadership Summit at the U.S. Military 
Academy March 6-8.

The theme of this event is “Beyond the Brass Ceiling: Educating, Inspiring and Empowering 
for the Future.”

The summit is designed to facilitate women’s leadership and foster a network of strong 
and accomplished women across institutions and sectors. 

Participation will include cadets, midshipmen, students, faculty and invited guests. Students 
will be housed in cadet barracks; faculty members and guests are responsible for their own 
lodging. Space is limited and registration is required.

Cadets will perform Athena Monologues during the March 7 dinner at the Firstie Club, 
starting at 6 p.m. 

Every submission captures a woman’s West Point experience, but the themes and emotions 
behind all are shared by most women. Join in the laughter and celebration. For details and 
registration, contact event coordinators Class of 2014 Cadet Alesia Moore at alesia.moore@
usma.edu or Lt. Col. Elizabeth Schott at elizabeth.schott@usma.edu. 

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Domenica Conte, a Spanish and English 
as a Second Language teacher at the West 
Point Middle School, took part in the Cadet 
Partnership in Education Initiative Feb. 7.  
Cadets volunteered with the Department 
of Foreign Languages to visit the ESL and 
Spanish learners in the Middle School hoping 
to interest the youths in learning one or more 
languages.

“This is a special tactics course focused 
on conversational language and some service 
orientation,” Sherry Venere, assistant professor 
of Spanish in DFL, said. 

“I designed and incorporated the service 
learning to have people practice languages in 
conversations,” she said. “We are hoping to go 
to New York sometime in the future to practice 
Spanish. I would like to have the cadets have 
the opportunity to help, especially when 
children love and are impressed with cadets.”

Venere said this program might help with 
conversations beyond the classroom where 
they can practice colloquial Spanish.

“The U.S. Military Academy reaches out 
to school/communities to include a valued 
local impact,” School Liaison Offi cer Michi 
Carl, said. “As the USAG School Liaison, I 
oversee the partnership in education programs, 
joint ventures between West Point Activities 
and local education agencies to help foster 
educational excellence and facilitate desired 
support in the local schools.”

Carl said this includes STEM programs 
and beyond to enrich local curriculums. Not 
only do these relationships advance and 
support excellence among the students, they 
are wonderful opportunities to provide role 
models or mentorships for area schools.

Cadets had simple questions and answers 
made up where they would quiz the youths and 
talk to the youths individually about languages. 

“I remember when I was learning Spanish 
in middle and high school,” Class of 2016 

Cadets talk to WP students about language skills

Class of 2016 Cadet Hannah Jones talks to West Point Middle School students about learning languages. This was 
part of the Cadet Partnership in Education Initiative and the USMA Foreign Languages Department who visited the 
ESL and Spanish Language learners at the school in the hope of infl uencing children to learn another language and 
the advantages it would provide.
Cadet David Grossman said. “It was very 
frustrating at fi rst. However, in my junior year 
in high school, I got the chance to go to Peru. 
I went and lived in adobe huts and interacted 
with them in Spanish. I wouldn’t have been 
able to do that if I hadn’t studied Spanish.”

Soon, Grossman will spend four months 
in Spain as an exchange student at a Spanish 
Military Academy.

“I love all that, because I learned Spanish,” 
he said.

Some children appeared apprehensive 
about learning a language, but others see a 
reason for it.

“I think it helps with relations in other 
countries,” 10-year-old Michael McCarthy 
said. “Spanish is spoken a lot in this country.”

McCarthy said he might continue learning 
Spanish, but he is also interested in Chinese.

Cadets are just as interested in volunteering 
and look forward to introducing children to 
languages for this project.

Class of 2016 Cadet Patrick Robertson 
thinks it’s a great idea to interact with younger 
children, to get to see their point of view 
and, because cadets are separated from the 
community, it gives them an idea about how 
an Army community works.

 “It gives you a sense of what the community 
is like, we exercise our Spanish and help 
others as well, and we are giving back to the 
community. So many community members 
give so much here,” Robertson said.

Corps in good standing so 
far in RecycleMania
Corps in good standing so 

Two weeks into the 2014 RecycleMania Tournament 
and the U.S. Military Academy have claimed the top 
spot in the category of corrugated cardboard. The 
current ranking also has West Point in sixth place in 
the paper category and eighth in the Per Capita Classic, 
as of Tuesday. 

In bottles and cans, West Point is ranked 21st out of 209 schools entered in that category.
There are 461 colleges and universities participating in the annual collegiate competition, 

which is designed to get students active in their school’s recycling program. This is West 
Point’s fourth year participating in the tournament. Overall, USMA is ranked 205 of the 226 
schools entered into the Grand Champion category. 

The tourney lasts eight weeks and West Point has until March 29 to prove they are leaders 
when it comes to recycling.

To view USMA’s live ranking online, visit www.recyclemaniacs.org/scoreboard/
participating-schools/live-ranking?node_id=27061.
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By Cadet Candidate Matthew Seyfried 
U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School

Rising early on Saturday morning over a holiday weekend, 
14 cadet candidates—all members of the newly formed 
Vanguard Leadership Project—at the U.S. Military Academy 
Preparatory School—gathered eagerly to engage in a voluntary 
half-day professional development workshop led by Maj. Neil 
Hollenbeck, officer-in-charge of the West Point Negotiation 
Project and Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership 
instructor. 

Hollenbeck designed, developed and delivered a custom 
outreach program in response to a special request from the 
USMAPS VLP founder, Cadet Candidate David Huff. 

Huff founded the VLP just before the winter break, embracing 
USMAPS Commandant Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth’s vision for cadet 
candidates to be the “Vanguards” of their incoming class.

“The VLP emerged organically through critical reflection of 
a few like-minded CCs and their dynamic, lived experience,” 
Melanie Wong Dodge, USMAPS dean and VLP sponsor, said. 
“The CCs wanted to learn how to better support each other in 
upholding the Army values, embracing their roles as future 
officers, and developing their leadership practice. Interestingly, 
the group keeps growing every week as new members join the 
critical discourse.” 

Indeed, the cadet candidates’ desire to be accountable for 
oneself and others is in alignment with the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey’s Profession of 
Arms campaign. 

The members of the VLP also understand the immense 
difficulty they face when self-policing fellow members of their 
battalion. 

Thus, the workshop focused on teaching CCs how to 
negotiate with those who are not directly under their chain 
of command, which is a critical skill for members of any 

professional organization. 
Hollenbeck began by introducing the CCs to the general 

concept of negotiation before focusing on specific communication 
skills. 

The role-playing scenarios were realistic situations that cadet 
candidates may encounter throughout their careers. 

One imaginary situation involved a CC platoon sergeant 
negotiating a pass for a struggling cadet candidate with a strict 
company tactical officer. 

The cadet candidates soon discovered this situation to be even 
more challenging than they originally thought; but after applying 
the skills that Hollenbeck taught them, the cadet candidates 
were able to successfully negotiate a pass for the hypothetical 
cadet candidate while addressing the legitimate concerns of the 
tactical officers. 

The CCs learned about the difference between advocating 
for their own position and inquiring and acknowledging another 
party’s position; then they practiced all three skill sets. 

Not surprisingly, the CCs found advocating their own 
perspectives far easier than inquiring or acknowledging another 
party’s. 

But through repeated practice, the CCs learned the value 

of truly seeking to understand the other party’s perspective 
and that integrative negotiation may lead to better outcomes in 
many cases. 

CC Jesse Alegria-Cummins grasped that “there is no better 
time than now to start learning leadership skills as essential 
as having difficult conversations,” and he is “fired up to begin 
applying this newly-learned skill.” 

In attendance for the Tri-Service Prep School Summit, the 
U.S. Naval Academy Preparatory School  Commander Navy 
Capt. Jim Cunha; Dr. Carl Crockett, USNAPS dean; and Marine 
Corps Maj. Michael Bourquin, USNAPS executive officer, 
observed the workshop. 

Crockett praised the session, and was “impressed with the 
quality of instruction and practical nature” of the workshop. 
Moreover, he left with the hope that midshipman candidates 
“will implement a similar project and embrace the same attitude 
of self-policing” that cadet candidates are actively putting into 
practice at USMAPS. 

Likewise, Hollenbeck added that he was “impressed by this 
group of cadet candidates who are thinking hard about what kind 
of contribution they and their USMAPS peers will make to the 
character of the USMA Class of 2018. 

“They weren’t just volunteering their free time to develop 
leadership competencies they will use as officers; they were 
talking about how they will use those skills right now,” he said.

The success of the workshop led by the West Point 
Negotiation Project is just the tip of the iceberg for the VLP. 
While the VLP was created at USMAPS, the members expect 
to carry the project with them as members of the USMA Class 
of 2018. 

The members of the VLP plan to continue their professional 
development by reaching out to other organizations and 
individuals at USMA, in New York City and the surrounding 
metropolitan areas, for more insight and wisdom on leader and 
leadership development.

Vanguards lead the way at USMAPS

(Above) Developing his capacity to engage in difficult 
conversations, Cadet Candidate Christian Reed practices 
the communication skill of inquiry with Maj. Neil Hollenbeck, 
instructor at the Department of Behavioral Sciences and 
Leadership and officer-in-charge for the West Point Negotiation 
Project. (Right) Members of the newly-formed U.S. Military 
Academy Preparatory School’s Vanguard Leadership Project 
think deeply about the importance of understanding their own 
and others’ diverse perspectives and positions with respect to 
inquiry, acknowledgement and advocacy. 
          phOtO by CaDet CanDiDate MarC papy

Vanguard Leadership Program grows as cadet candidates engage in critical discourse on leadership 

• The Vanguard Leadership Program was founded by 
Cadet Candidate David Huff

• The professional development gained by cadet 
candidates through VLP is supported by the West Point 
Negotiation Project

• Members of VLP hope to continue the program when 
they enter the USMA Class of 2018 

INSIDE THE STORY
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By Cadet Candidate Amanda Ramirez
U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School

Beating the U.S.  Naval  Academy 
Preparatory School for the second time this 
year, the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School Women’s Basketball team sustained a 
seemingly simple victory over its rivals Feb. 16.

The top scorers in this victory against 
Navy were Cadet Candidates Aliyah Murray 
and Janay McNeil, scoring 15 and 13 points, 
respectively. The Lady Knights dominated all 
aspects of the game and were able to shutdown 
Navy’s leading scorer, Ashanti Curry, who 
scored 16 of the team’s 25 points. The final 
score of the game was 62-25.

The Lady Knights took the court with a 
team consisting of six players and a dedicated 

volunteer coach, Pat Harris (USMA Class of 
1979). Despite a scarce bench, they did not let 
these odds thwart their success. 

The coaching throughout the season and 
player chemistry on the court was unparalleled 
as evidenced by countless assists, rebounds and 
support within the team. 

The reverberating roar of the crowd helped 
urge these athletes onto victory. The entire 
USMAPS battalion was present to watch and 
cheer on its team as the USMAPS Lady Knights 
concluded their victorious season with a win 
over archrival Navy. The support from the 
crowd was a force to be reckoned with. Walking 
into the gym, one found the entire home side 
filled with Soldiers on their feet, supporting 
their team whole-heartedly. 

The women’s victory set the tone for 
the afternoon as the 
Men’s Basketball team 
followed the ladies 
example and sunk 
Navy as well. 

By USMAPS Cadet Candidates Colin 
Sullivan and Carissa Jenkins

Tensions ran high. 
The event was Army versus Navy—

arguably the most important game of the season 
for the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School Men’s Basketball team. 

The reputation of both institutions was 
on the line and neither teams were willing to 
give up easily, which produced a tenaciously 
gripping competition. 

Army took the lead from the start; yet the 
stands, packed with 226 cadet candidates, 
remained silent. 

Then, when Army put 10 points on the 
board, the battalion exploded into a deafening 
roar of excitement. 

Energy surged through the gymnasium with 
the sudden and dominating cheers for Army 
as Cadet Candidate Mark Pollack responded 
with a dunk and CC Nate Dodge was on point 
beyond the arc. 

However, the U.S. Naval Academy 
Preparatory School was not demoralized by 
Army’s show of confidence and stole the lead. 
The first half ended with Navy leading, 34-29. 

The second half would test Army’s scarce 
bench. Navy had a full bench which meant fresh 
legs throughout the whole game. Army would 
have to push through the game to keep up with 
the numbers Navy had over them. 

Navy continued to dominate the game and 
held the lead. Despite the mocking of the small 

crowd of Navy Prepsters yelling, “We can’t hear 
you,” the USMAPS cadet candidates remained 
motivated with faith in their team. 

With 10 minutes remaining, CC Luke 
Morrison drained a three-pointer to give Army 
the lead, 55-52. The Army crowd exploded in 
frenzy. Navy then garnered a tidy 10-point lead, 
but Army continued chipping away at the score. 

Army was down 72-70 with only seconds 
left in the game. Hearts raced. Both teams 
cheered in anticipation. With only seven seconds 
left, Army tied the game at 72-72. 

The game went into overtime and found an 
Army team exhausted but determined not to 
allow Navy to better them. 

Army shutdown Navy repeatedly with 
multiple steals, many of which Dodge 
completed. Army took the lead and the stands 
erupted once again in excitement. With a three 
by Pollack, Army secured the lead. Navy, in a 
desperate attempt, became overly aggressive, 
earning them multiple fouls en route to Army’s 
83-73 win. 

Pollack netted a game-high 33 points going 
18-20 from the free throw line.  Dodge finished 
with 19 points as CC Morrison followed with 
18. The win was Army Prep’s second straight 
“Star” Game victory and fifth in as many games 
over archrival Navy Prep. 

(Editor’s Note: The Pointer View staff 
would like to thank the cadet candidates for 
taking the time to write these stories and we 
welcome further contributions from the U.S. 
Military Academy Preparatory School.)

USMAPS Basketball posts two wins over Navy

Lady Knights sink USNAPS, again

Following their 62-25 win over Navy, U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School 
Cadet Candidates Molly McDonough and Michelle Hicks, along with Coach 
Pat Harris, are presented with the trophy by the U.S. Naval Academy Prep’s 
commanding officer, Capt. Jim Cunha.                                            USMapS phOtOS

T h e  U S M A P S 
m e n ’ s  a n d 
w o m e n ’ s 
b a s k e t b a l l 
t e a m s  r e c e i v e 
a n  a b u n d a n c e 
of support, often 
deafening, from 
the bleachers as 
the battalion of 
cadet candidates 
cheer their teams 
to victory over 
Navy Feb. 16.

U.S. Naval Academy Preparatory School’s commanding officer, Capt. Jim 
Cunha,  presents the trophy to the USMAPS Men’s Basketball team. It was 
Cadet Candidate Mark Pollack’s (#33) monster jam that ignited the battalion 
of cadet candidates cheering from the bleachers en route to the U.S. Military 
Academy Preparatory School’s 83-73 overtime win.

USMAPS beat Navy Prep in OT
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By Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Fincham
U.S. Military Academy Public Affairs Offi ce

March is upon us and with that comes brackets and madness. 
This year we have set out to determine which U.S. Corps of Cadets Company Mascot is the best in a 

tournament we’re calling “Mascot Madness.” The 36 companies have been organized by regiment in a March 

Madness-style bracket. 
Starting Saturday, two company mascots will face off on the West Point Facebook and Instagram pages 

at noon. Simply vote for the company you like, and we’ll tally the votes. The winner will advance. The loser 
will go quietly into the night—more or less. The following day we’ll announce the winner along with the next 
matchup. 

 Only one vote per person will be counted, so share with your friends and encourage them to vote. There 

are no rules against shameless promotion of a company. We just ask that you keep it clean. 
The matchup games are fairly arbitrary and occasionally unjust. But by simply voting each day, you will 

determine who wins and who does not.
So will it be the Frogs of F-4, or Ice of I-3? The D-1 Ducks or the G-2 Gators? You decide. Just like 

Highlander though, there can be only one!
To vote, visit Facebook.com/WestPointUSMA or Instagram.com/westpoint_usma.



12 February 27, 2014 Pointer View  Photo Page

DPE Team #1 takes Noontime Basketball title

Members of the Department of Physical Education Team #1 pose with DPE Director Col. Gregory Daniels (top far left) following DPE #1’s 27-24 victory over the 
Office of the Directorate of Intercollegiate Athletics Team #1 in the third and deciding game of the North Division Noontime Basketball Championship Monday 
at Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center.                COUrteSy phOtO

Led by 2nd Regiment’s command sergeant major, Class of 2014 Cadet Louis 
Tobergte, 14 cadets were up early Feb. 18 training for 25th annual Bataan 
Memorial Death March scheduled for March 23 in White Sands Missile Range, 
N.M. The 26.2-mile march is in honor of the thousands of American and 
Filipino Soldiers who were marched for days in scorching heat through the 
Philippine jungles in April 1942. 
       phOtO by Sgt. 1St ClaSS ChriStOpher FinChaM/USMa paO

Preparing for Bataan
Twenty-seven cadets participated in learning how to dance Feb. 10 at Cullum 
Hall. Ballroom dancing, especially the tango, are popular with cadets. Dance 
instructor Joe Maraday has been instructing the cadets, as well as community 
members, for more than 20 years. (Above) cadets and community members 
learn swing, Latin and other dancing favorites.   Kathy eaStwOOD/pV

Just Dance
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WPWC Grants and Scholarships

The West Point Women’s Club is now accepting grants and 
scholarship applications for the 2013-14 Board Year. 

If you or your organization is interested in applying for a 
scholarship or a grant, applications can be found on its website 
at www.westpointwomensclub.com. 

Applications must be postmarked no later than Saturday for 
grants and Monday for scholarships. 

For details, contact westpointwomensclub@gmail.com.

Most Holy Trinity Chapel Ash Wednesday Services
Most Holy Trinity Chapel will offer Ash Wednesday services 

March 5. Ash Wednesday Catholic masses are at the following 
times and locations:

• 6:15 a.m.—Washington Hall, Room 5300;
• 12:05 p.m.—Most Holy Trinity Chapel;
• 5 p.m.—Most Holy Trinity Chapel (no mass);
• 7 p.m.—Most Holy Trinity Chapel.
For details, contact Sandra A. Ammirato, administrative 

assistant to the pastor of Most Holy Trinity Chapel, at 938-8760.
 

Catholic Women of the Chapel events
The Catholic Women of the Chapel has a active ministry with 

something for everyone.
There is a Weekly Fellowship and Faith Study from 9-11 

a.m. every Tuesday at the Post Chapel. Breakfast and childcare 
are provided. 

There is a CWOC event from 9-11 a.m. March 6, which is an 
Outreach to Graymoor as CWOC visits the retired community 
of the Sisters of the Atonement to sing Irish songs and do Irish 
arts and crafts for St. Patrick’s day.   

For details, find CWOC on Facebook or contact Elizabeth 
Tomlin at tomlin.elizabeth@gmail.com.

WPWC New Cookbook Vol. XI, Eat, Drink & Beat Navy
The West Point Women’s Club has a new cookbook titled 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Brigade Boxing Open
The U.S. Military Academy Boxing team will present the 

58th annual Brigade Boxing Open championships at 6 p.m. 
March 7 at Crest Hall in Eisenhower Hall.

The event is free and open to the public.

“Eat, Drink & Beat Navy” in production.
Now through March 31, the book is available for pre-order 

at a discounted price. 
Order your new cookbook online at www.shopthepoint.com 

or at the gift shoppe from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays. 
The WPWC Shoppe is located just north of the cemetery. 

Cookbooks will be ready in early May.

DUSA scholarships
Daughters of U.S. Army scholarships for graduating high 

school seniors are now available through your guidance counselor 
at local high schools as well as at the DUSA Gift Shop, which is 
located inside the West Point Museum. 

To be eligible, you must be a graduating high school senior, 
son or daughter of an active, retired or deceased U.S. military 
service member residing at West Point (or within a 35-mile radius 
of West Point) at the time the scholarship is awarded. 

Applications must be postmarked no later than April 5.
Please refer questions to mhendricks@hvc.rr.com.

Protestant Women of the Chapel welcomes you
Join the members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

from 9-11 a.m. each Wednesday at the Post Chapel. 
Fellowship is awesome, worship is beautiful and childcare 

is provided. Grow your knowledge and love of God with them. 
There are also many service opportunities. 

A retreat is scheduled for April 25-27 at Camp-of-the-Woods 
in the Adirondacks. 

Contact PWOC by email at wp.pwoc@gmail.com or on 
Facebook at facebook@WestPointPWOC. 

West Point AOG Gift Shop hours of operation 
change

The West Point Association of Graduates Gift Shop has 
changed its hours of operation. 

The shop is now open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Radiation Incident Response Volunteers needed
In a radiological emergency, radiation measurements 

provide essential data needed by authorities to make timely and 
appropriate protective action decisions. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is responsible for assessing the adequacy 
of Orange County’s Radiological Emergency Response

The plan includes the competencies of its radiological 
detection and monitoring teams. In preparation for an October 
2014 FEMA assessment, a regional (e.g., multi-county) response 
to a simulated radiological emergency at Indian Point Energy 
Center is scheduled.

Officer Shannon Fisher is forming, training and resourcing 
monitoring teams to obtain notional radiological samples at pre-
designated locations throughout the county. 

The West Point area has several collection points. Fisher has 
invited West Point to form a minimum of two teams (2-3 persons 
per team) to participate in exercises, assessments and, if required, 
real-world incidents. 

Prospective team members must hold a current NYS drivers 
license (without restrictions), be in good health and speak, read 
and write English. Fisher and her staff will conduct all related 
training and provide the necessary equipment and related 
support—at no cost. 

Training is comprised of 10 one to two-hour monthly 
modules/classes conducted at the West Point EOC (occasionally 
to be held at Orange County 911 Emergency Services Center in 
Goshen), and will include such topics as emergency planning 
and radiation fundamentals, nuclear power plant fundamentals, 
radiological dose assessment concepts, equipment familiarization 
and utilization and field team concepts and operations. 

A certificate of achievement will be awarded upon completion 
of the training. 

Team members are expected to participate in the June 4 and 
Aug. 6 drills, the Oct. 7 FEMA assessment and in 2-3 exercises/
drills annually thereafter. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, contact Lt. Col. 

Second (Indianhead) Division Association reunion
The Penn-Jersey Branch of the Second (Indianhead) Division 

Association will be holding its annual reunion May 2-4 at the 
Continential Inn in Lancaster, Pa.  

All veterans of the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division are invited, 
in particular those in the adjacent states of Delaware, Maryland, 
New York, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of Columbia.  

For details, call Jack Woodall at 610-274-1409 or send an 
email to warriorvet@verizon.net. 

Meet the Resident Awesome Opossum
Come to the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Wildlife 

Education Center, 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-Hudson, at 10 a.m. 
March 8 to learn about the awesome opossum. 

Opossums are not related to rodents. They are actually 
marsupials (animals with a pouch) who have developed 
fascinating adaptations. 

Join Environmental Educator Pam Golben to learn about 
the opossum through an illustrated slide show presentation and 
intriguing artifacts. 

Because this program takes place at the Wildlife Education 
Center, which houses all the museum’s resident animals, 
participants will be able to observe the museum opossum’s home 
and watch it enjoy a snack.  

Visitors can also make a opossum pouch to take home. This 
program is for adults with or without children and children ages 
5 and older. There is an admission fee. 

For details, visit the museum’s website at hhhnaturemuseum.
org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.                                                                                

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Functional Academic Skills Training

The West Point Army Education Center is offering a 
Functional Academic Skills Training from 6-8:30 p.m. through 
March 26. 

The class will meet Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 
the Army Education Center, 683 Buckner Loop.  

For those interested in raising their General Technical score to 
110 or above, contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto 
at 938-5389 to obtain an enrollment form. 

Free Computer Courses
Sharpen your computer skills to improve your work, 

communicate and collaborate, find a better job and keep up-to-
date with your high-tech kids.  

The Information Education Technology Division Computer 
Training Program is offering free computer courses. 

Courses are offered to USMA affiliates, which include cadets, 
staff, faculty, USMA spouses (military or civilian), USMA 
volunteers and USMA tenant organizations. 

Among the courses offered are Basic Computer Skills; Office 
2007 programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); SharePoint 2010 
Basics, iPad Basics and Lenovo Tablet Overview. Training is held 
at Jefferson Library, 4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom). 

For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 
Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email at 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

The course schedule is at http://usma-portal/dean/staff/
ietd/training/Pages/default.aspx.

Richard Comitz at 938-3909, Dr. Christopher Hennen at 938-
7092, or Shannon Fisher at 845-615-0552.

Part-time job available
The Post Chapel has a part-time music position available.
The Chapel is looking for a Praise Team Leader beginning 

this spring.
For details, call Pete Hommel at 938-3504 or email Peter.

hommel@usma.edu.
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• National Chili Cookoff—Do you make the best Chili 
at West Point? Is it spicy or tangy? Or maybe you have a 
super-secret ingredient that will knock the socks off anyone? 

Well, step up to the plate and you could be the winner 
of our fi rst-ever Chili Cookoff Contest. 

Bring your own creation and recipe to share. The event 
will take place at 132 Bartlett Loop Friday and tasting 
begins at 2 p.m.

Email jgellman@bbcgrp.com to register.

• Snow Sculptures—Enjoy the winter sunshine, fresh 
air and snowy months. We love to see pictures of any snow 
sculptures you create. 

Take pictures and email them to jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
or drop the photos off at 132 Bartlett Loop. 

Prizes will be rewarded for snowmen, igloos, ice 
sculptures or anything creative made out of snow. 

The contest continues until the last snowfall.

Friday—RoboCop, PG-13, 7:30 
p.m.
Saturday—Advanced Screening  
of 300: Rise of an Empire (free 
tickets available at the Exchange), R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—American Hustle, R, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.
com/ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

ONGOING

JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library 
The Spring Story Hour at the West Point Library will 

commence March 6 and run through May 1. It will be held at 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Thursdays. 

It is open to all West Point community children ages 3-5. 
Children must be signed up prior to the start of the story time. 

Parents can register their children at the library (Bldg. 622) 
or by calling 938-2974. 

MWR Fitness Center Parent Co-Op Open House 
Families with children ages 6 weeks to 5 years old are invited 

to come see how the Co-Op works from 9-11 a.m March 10. 
Co-Op leaders will be available for questions and will be 

handing out volunteer applications. Children must be enrolled 
at the CDC.  

For details, call 938-6490.

Shamrock 5K
The Shamrock 5K, presented by the MWR Fitness Center, 

is scheduled for March 15. Race day registration at the MWR 
Fitness Center starts at 7 a.m. Shotgun start at 8 a.m. 

The start and fi nish of the race is at the MWR Fitness Center. 
Pr-registration begins at the MWR Fitness Center Saturday. 

The fi rst 100 pre-registered runners will receive a free long 
sleeve T-shirt.  There are prizes for the top three runners and those 
who grow or wear the most awesome mustache can also win a 
prize too. There is a minimal cost for this event. 

For details, call 938-6490 or visit westpointmwr.com/fi tness.

Outdoor Recreation Equipment Center March activities
During the month of March, MWR’s Outdoor Recreation 

Equipment Center is offering many activities. They include:
• Introduction to Bicycle Maintenance—Saturday, 10 a.m.-

1 p.m. Learn how to perform some basic bicycle repairs and 
adjustments. We will go over basic derailleur adjustments, tire 
patching and break pad replacement; 

• Rappelling Adventure—March 8, 9 a.m.-1p.m. Join 
Outdoor Recreation for a morning of rappelling. We will educate 
on basic rappelling technique and safety as well as the equipment 
used. This activity will surely spark some excitement as you 
descend down a wall like a SWAT team member or Batman;

• Introduction to Compass Navigation and Orientation—
March 15, 1-5 p.m. You will learn how to use a map and compass 
to navigate in the woods in this introductory lesson on orientation 
and compass navigation;

• Introduction to Archery—March 22, 9 a.m.-noon. Come out 
for an introduction to archery. We will be learning about recurve 
bows and how to use them as well as having some of our own 

Italian Night Family Style Dining (update)
Join the West Point Club from 6-10 p.m. March 7 for Italian 

Night Family Style Dining in the Club’s Pierce Dining Room.
Dancing and cash bar are available all night. All platters 

serve a family of four. 
Menu and pricing available at westpointmwr.com/club. 
For details and to make reservations, call 938-5120.

Fitness Challenge update 
Don’t forget to schedule your final assessment. Final 

assessments are Wednesday-March 7. 
Available during the fi tness challenge: daily and weekly 

challenges, “Lunch-N-Learn” seminars, exercise counseling, 
equipment orientation and initial, mid-point and fi nal photos 
(optional).

Daily and weekly challenges are now posted online at 
westpointmwr.com/fi tness. To schedule an appointment or for 
more details, call 938-6490. 

Volunteer coaches needed for youth soccer and 
baseball 

Youth Sports is seeking volunteer coaches for youth soccer 
and baseball for the spring 2014 season. 

 For details, contact the Youth Sports offi ce at 938-3550/8896.

Get Out and Get Active Survey
Your opinion matters to MWR. Complete MWR’s Get 

Out and Get Active Survey to help determine what events and 
activities you would like to see here at West Point. 

To complete the survey, visit www.surveymonkey.com/s/
HTTH87T.

FOR THE ADULTS

Unit Intramural Evening Volleyball League
The MWR Sports Office will conduct the 2014 Unit 

Intramural Evening Volleyball League. The league is open to all 
USMA personnel 18 years of age and older.  

Games are scheduled Monday and Thursday evenings starting 
March 6. 

Those interested in entering a team, contact Jim McGuinness 
at 938-3066 or email jim.mcguinness@usma.edu. Deadline for 
entries is Friday. 

Samuel Adams Beer Dinner and Jazz Night
Come to the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. Friday in the 

Pierce Dining Room for the Samuel Adams Beer Dinner and 
Jazz Night. 

Enjoy a four-course dinner pairing a variety of lagers with 
the club’s chef’s own creations while listening to the sounds of 
live jazz entertainment. 

The entertainment is provided by Roger Van Cozine Music 
Publishing. 

There is a minimal cost for this event. Reservations are 
required. For details, call 938-5120.

West Point Career Expo
Join Army Community Service at the West Point Club from 

10 a.m.-2 p.m. March 11 for the West Point Career Expo. 
This event is open to all U.S. military members, veterans 

and military spouses. 
This event is open to the public and free for job seekers. 
For details, contact the Employment Readiness Program 

Manager at 845-938-5658 or Christina.Overstreet@usma.edu.

archery challenges; 
• Mountain Bike Trip—March 29, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Join ODR 

for a day of local mountain biking. We have bikes for rental or 
you can bring your own. We will provide transportation to and 
from the mountain biking trails.  

There is a minimal cost for these activities. For details and 
to register, call 938-0123/8810.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday through 

March 6
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Feb. 27-March 6
Channels 8/23

Financial readiness classes
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a fi nancial readiness 

class with ACS. All classes are from 3-4 p.m. (unless noted) at 
Army Community Service, Bldg. 622. The classes are:

• March 13—Credit Card Savvy;
• March 26—First-term Financial Readiness from 8:30 

a.m.-4 p.m.
For details, call 938-5839.

RecycleMania Tournament
Get in the game, recycle to win. Get involved in RecycleMania, 

the eight-week recycling competition. The national collegiate 
tournament runs through March 29. 

For details, visit recyclemania.org or call West Point 
Recycling at 938-4281.
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Keller Corner
Flu season is not over yet 

If you still need a flu vaccine, stop by the Immunization 
Clinic for a shot.  

Hours of operation at the Clinic are: 
• 8-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and 

Friday;
• 8-11 a.m. Thursday.
For details, call 845-938-8476/4950.

If you are experiencing 
delivery issues with the 
Pointer View, please 
call 845-346-3188. 

DELIVERY 
ISSUES?

By Britney Walker
Keller Army Community Hospital PAO

 Many people with serious medical 
conditions manage their health care at home. 
Individuals who use instruments like syringes 
to inject insulin create medical wastes that need 
to be disposed. 

The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation has established 
guidelines to safely contain and dispose of these 
household medical wastes.

N.Y. State allows disposal of household 
sharps along with household trash; however, 
local laws may prohibit this practice. 

The West Point community is one such 
exception. The Keller Community Hospital can 
no longer accept household sharps for disposal. 

Disposal of household sharps along with 
household trash is prohibited at West Point.

Below is a list of how to contain and handle 
sharps at home:

• Use a puncture-proof plastic container 
with a tight-fitting screw top. A plastic soda 
bottle or bleach bottle is good;

• Don’t use glass containers because it can 
break;

• Coffee cans are not recommended because 
the plastic lids come off too easily;  

•  Label the container clearly. Write 
“Contains Sharps” with a waterproof marker 
directly on the container or on masking tape on 
the container;

• Once you have used a syringe or lancet, 
immediately put it into your container. Screw 
on the top. Don’t clip, bend or recap the needles 
because you could injure yourself;

• Keep the container away from children;
• When the container is full, screw on the 

cap tightly. Seal it with heavy-duty tape to be 
extra safe.

West Point and the outside communities 
have options to dispose of their household 
sharps. Here are outside locations where you 
can transport your sharps:

• St. Luke’s Cornwall Hospital—Cornwall 
Laurel Avenue, Cornwall, N.Y. The contact 
number is 845-534-7711.

• St. Luke’s Hospital—70 Dubois Street, 
Newburgh, N.Y. The contact number is 845-
561-4400.

Hours for both hospitals: Sharps can be 
dropped off at the main lobby entrance from 
1-3 p.m. Monday-Wednesday.

Disposing household sharps 
in the West Point community 

Be careful on how you handle and 
dispose household sharps. 
        COUrteSy phOtO

Currently, all staff and faculty, DOD civilian employees, ODIA employees, family members 
10 years of age and older when unaccompanied by an escort and contractors will display, on 
their outer clothing, a distinct U.S. Government-provided identification badge when in the 
Central Post Restricted Area. 

Military personnel are not required to wear the CAC while in uniform.
Individuals not displaying proper ID must either present a badge or leave the area 

immediately. 
If anyone refuses to display proper ID or depart the area, maintain visual contact with the 

individuals and contact the Military Police Desk at 845-938-3333. However, do not attempt 
to detain the individual(s). 

For questions about this policy, call 845-938-7471.

Security Reminder 

• Orange Regional Medical Center—707 
East Main Street, Middletown, N.Y. The contact 
number is 845-333-1000. The hours are 7-11 
p.m. Monday-Friday at the information desk.

• Visit the NYS Department of Health 
website at  http://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/
aids/consumers/prevention/needles_syringes/
sharps/index.htm.      

Click on the Hospital Sharps Collections 
Sites PDF for a list of hospitals in your area.

• Call your local Public Works Department 
for Sharps Disposal guidance.

According to the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation, these disposal 
practices serve an important purpose to protect 
trash and sewage treatment workers against 
diseases. 

These disposal practices also help avoid 
attracting drug abusers in search of syringes 
whose intent is to reuse these sharps.

If anyone in the West Point community has 
additional questions, contact 1st Lt. Francisco 
Rivera at West Point Department of Preventive 
Medicine, Environmental Health at 938-5836.
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Freshman goaltender Parker Gahagen made a career-high 42 saves while 
earning his first collegiate victory in a 4-3 win over Connecticut Feb. 21.  
                  phOtO by paUl raDer

Feb. 27-March 6

Friday—Women’s Tennis vs. nJiT, LichTenberg Tennis 
cenTer, 4 a.m.

Friday—gymnasTics vs. TempLe, gross cenTer, 6 p.m.

saTurday—Women’s Tennis vs. marisT, LichTenberg 
Tennis cenTer, 10 a.m.

saTurday—Women’s Tennis vs. Quinnipiac, LichTenberg 
Tennis cenTer, 2 p.m.

saTurday—men’s baskeTbaLL vs. LaFayeTTe, chrisTL 
arena, 3 p.m.

saTurday—hockey vs. hoLy cross, TaTe rink, 7:05 
p.m.

sunday—gymnasTics vs. springFieLd coLLege, gross 
cenTer, 1 p.m.

Tuesday—Lacrosse vs. ruTgers, michie sTadium, 7 
p.m.

Tuesday—Women’s baskeTbaLL, paTrioT League 
opening round, Time and LocaTion Tbd.

march 6—Women’s baskeTbaLL, paTrioT League 
QuarTerFinaL, Time and LocaTion Tbd.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

 
Freshman goaltender Parker Gahagen made 

a career-high 42 saves and sophomore forward 
Willie Faust scored twice as the Army Hockey 
team defeated Connecticut, 4-3, in an Atlantic 
Hockey Association contest Feb. 21 at the 
Freitas Ice Forum in Storrs, Conn. In doing so, 
the Black Knights snapped a 13-game losing 
streak and picked up two points against the 
fourth-place Huskies. 

Army (4-24-0, 4-21-0 AHA) scored twice 
on the power play and erased a 2-0 deficit en 
route to its fourth conference victory and third 
on the road. 

UConn (16-11-4, 13-8-3) outshot the Black 
Knights 45-27, but Gahagen stood tall between 
the pipes and collected his first collegiate 
victory. Thirty-two of Gahagen’s 42 saves came 
over the final two periods.

“Parker (Gahagen) played tremendous for 
us tonight,” head coach Brian Riley said. “He 
was composed, made big saves and settled us 
down when we needed it. It was an outstanding 
effort on his part. 

“Our guys showed the ability to fight back, 
which is something we’ve taken pride in as of 
late,” Riley continued. “In past games, we’ve 
struggled finishing but that was not the case 
tonight. This difference in this game was special 

Gahagen earns first collegiate win, downs UConn 4-3
teams. We got two goals on the power play and 
the penalty kill came up with some huge stops 
when we needed them. It was a total team effort. 
Our guys have been working so hard, and I 
couldn’t be happier to see them be rewarded.”

In addition to Faust’s season-high two 
goals, freshmen forwards Kyle Vogel and C.J. 
Reuschlein scored single goals. Seven different 
players tallied assists, including junior forward 
Maurice Alvarez’s second-straight two-assist 
effort. 

UConn jumped out to a 2-0 lead just under 
12 minutes into the contest. After a Shawn 
Pauly goal at 11:36 gave the Huskies a two-goal 
cushion, Vogel picked the perfect time to net 
his first collegiate goal as the Richland, Wash., 
native got the Black Knights on the board less 
than a minute after Pauly’s score to cut the 
deficit in half, 2-1. 

The Huskies gifted Army a power play later 
in the opening period, on which Faust scored 
his third PP goal of the season at the 16:07 
mark. The teams entered the first intermission 
deadlocked at 2-2. 

Faust picked right up where he left off, 
putting the Black Knights on top 3-2 with his 
seventh goal of the season 7:07 into the second. 
The advantage didn’t last long, however, as 
UConn’s Trevor Gerling leveled the score for a 
second time, 3-3, midway through the middle 
frame. 

Neither team would score for the remainder 
of the period, but Army’s special teams killed off 
a five-minute major penalty late in the second 
to keep the tie intact at the second intermission. 

The Black Knights proceeded to take full 
advantage of an early power play opportunity in 
the opening minutes of the third as Reuschlein 
cashed in on his 11th goal of the year 2:12 into 

the action. 
It marked the Flint, Mich., native’s third 

power play goal, and Army hung on over 
the final 17:48 to make it Reuschlein’s first 
collegiate game-winner. 

UConn peppered Gahagen with 15 shots, on 
which he made 15 saves, in the final period to 
help seal the victory. 

Army to add women’s lacrosse
By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
announced Monday it will add women’s 
lacrosse to its NCAA athletics lineup beginning 
with the 2015-16 season.

Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan, along 
with the West Point leadership team, approved 
the addition to its Division I athletics program, 
which currently sponsors 25 intercollegiate 
sports.

Beginning in 2015-16, women’s lacrosse 
will become the 10th member of the Patriot 
League, which currently supports American, 
Boston University, Bucknell, Colgate, Holy 
Cross, Lafayette, Lehigh, Loyola and Navy’s 
women’s lacrosse programs. 

This announcement will elevate West Point 
from the competitive club level, from which 
it has competed since 1979, to varsity status.

According to the NCAA’s 2012-13 
participation report, lacrosse is the fastest 
growing collegiate sport. 

The sport with the highest numbers of 
teams added in 2012-13 was lacrosse, with 
26 new men's programs and 40 new women's 
programs added across Divisions I, II and III.

“We are thrilled to announce today the 
addition of women’s lacrosse as a Division 
I sport. We believe the sport speaks directly 
to the warrior ethos that is one of the bedrocks upon which 
West Point is built,” Corrigan said. “We are fortunate to attract 
the best and brightest here at West Point and we could not be 

more excited to provide another avenue, 
through women’s lacrosse, to fulfill 
our mission in developing leaders of 
character.

“This addition makes sense for us,” 
Corrigan added. “The academy has 
supported women's lacrosse at the club 
level for many years and has had great 
success. We look forward to continuing 
that tradition through the Division I 
platform in the Patriot League, which 
has proven to be one of the top lacrosse 
conferences in the country. We look to 
be successful on the lacrosse field and 
in the development of women officers in 
the U.S. Army."

The U.S. Military Academy graduated 
its first class to include women in 1980. 

The Class of 2017, the most recent 
accepted, is made up of approximately 
16 percent women. 

West Point anticipates enrollment 
numbers to rise in future classes as 
the growing need for women officers 
increases in the U.S. Army.

“I’m proud to support the elevation 
of women's lacrosse to Division I status,” 
USMA Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. 
Caslen Jr. said. “It is a great addition to 
our robust varsity sports programs where 
the history of women’s athletics at West 

Point has been one of excellence.”
Army’s most recent Division I intercollegiate sport added 

was women’s soccer in 1986.

While senior Stasia Rogacki 
will not get a chase to play 
varsity, future Army Women’s 
Lacrosse players will starting in 
2015-16. It’s the first new sport 
at Army since the addition of 
women’s soccer in 1986.  
   eriC S. bartelt/pV (File phOtO)
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Baseball sweeps UMass, improves to 4-2
By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications 

Junior third baseman Harold Earls hit a three-
run double and freshman pitcher Carson Meadows 
collected his first win to help Army sweep a three-game 
series with the University of Massachusetts with a 
7-3 victory Sunday at the USA Baseball Complex in 
Cary, N.C.

Earls broke open a close game with his double 
and Army won its third straight and improved to 4-2.

Army collected nine hits against four UMass 
pitchers and followed up 14-0 and 4-3 wins Feb. 22.

Sophomores center fielder Jacob Page and second 
baseman Grant Van Orden each had two hits for Army 
and seven different players scored runs.

For the third straight game, Army scored first, 
pushing across three runs in the bottom of the second. 
Page opened the frame with a single and took second on 
a sacrifice bunt by junior shortstop Alex Jensen. Senior 
first baseman Patrick Mescher grounded into a fielders’ 
choice and Page beat the throw to third. 

Junior left fielder Daniel Cortes delivered a run-
scoring single to plate Page. Sophomore catcher Ben 
Smith hit into a fielder’s choice that moved Mescher to 
third. Smith tried to steal second and Mescher scored 
when the throw sailed into center field. Van Orden then 
laced a double to give Army a 3-0 lead after Smith 
crossed home.

Starting pitcher Gunnar Carroll relied on his 
defense and the Black Knights turned double plays 
in the second, third and fourth innings to keep the 
advantage.

Army had two runners on in the fifth but a fly-out, 
throw-out double play ended the top of the fifth inning.

UMass knotted the game in the bottom of the sixth 
inning. A two-run double by Mike Geannelis ended 
Carroll’s afternoon after five-plus innings. Adam 
Picard hit a sacrifice fly against Davis Marlar to bring 
in the tying run.

The Black Knights answered with four runs in their 
next at bat, in the top of the seventh inning. Sophomore 
left fielder Brock Davidson led off the inning with a 
double and went to third on a Ben Smith punt. Van 
Orden and senior right fielder Jon Crucitti were hit 

Senior first baseman Patrick Mescher reached on a fielders’ choice and later scored, helping Army to an eventual 
7-3 win over the University of Massachusetts Sunday in Cary, N.C. With the win, Army swept UMass and upped 
its record to 4-2 to begin the 2014 season.       phOtO by tOMMy gilligan (File phOtO)

by pitches to load the bases. Earls followed with his bases-clearing 
double to left-center field. One out later, Page singled to plate Earls 
and give Army a 7-3 lead.

Meadows entered to pitch for Army in the bottom of the seventh 

and struck out the first three hitters he faced. He allowed a single to 
start the eighth but a double play and strikeout ended the threat.

Meadows finished the game and earned his first collegiate win 
with his fifth and sixth strikeouts of the game.

Three hat tricks leads Lacrosse past Furman 
By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

Junior attackman John Glesener led all 
players with four goals, while sophomore 
attackman Will Mazzone and freshman 
attackman Cole Johnson each registered a hat 
trick, as the Army Lacrosse team collected 
a 12-2 win over Furman Feb. 22 at Catholic 
University’s Cardinal Stadium in Washington 
D.C. The game was played in conjunction with 
Face-Off For A Cause, hosted by the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

“I  thought we played an outstanding game 
defensively,” Army head coach Joe Alberici 
said. “We pressured them (Furman) and took 
them out of what they wanted to do. I thought 
our offense could have done a better job of 
finishing, and a lot of that credit goes to Furman.

“This has been a special trip,” Alberici 
continued. “We had some great support from 
a lot of alumni and friends of the program. I'd 
like to give a special thank you to the Wounded 
Warrior Project for hosting such a fantastic 
event.”

The Black Knights overwhelmed Furman 
(0-4) with a 45-18 advantage in shots, while 
also winning the ground ball battle 23-18. Army 
(2-1) scored twice man-up, while the Paladins 
went 1-for-4 and committed 19 turnovers. 

Army junior long stick middie Jimbo 
D’Aprile caused three Furman miscues, while 
the Black Knights’ defense held an opponent to 
its fewest goals since a 12-1 win over Michigan 
on March 2, 2013.

While Glesener lit up the scoreboard, he got 
help from Mazzone’s second career hat trick and 
Johnson’s first. In addition, freshman attackman 

Connor Cook finished with a career-best four 
points on a goal and three assists, while junior 
Alex Newsome added a single goal. 

Sophomore middie Shea Mullins totaled two 
assists, while senior midfielder Tyler Kamide 
contributed his second assist of the season.

Army sophomore Alex Daly won 10-of-16 
faceoffs and collected a team-high six ground 
balls. Cook added a career-high five ground 
balls on the day.

Kenny Meinsen and Chase Hancock 
accounted for Furman’s two goals. Making his 
first collegiate start, Jake Gavin made 13 saves.

Army opened the scoring on Newsome’s 
third goal of the year, scored on the run 1:30 
into the action. 

The teams played through 10-plus minutes 
back-and-forth before Johnson gave the Black 
Knights a 2-0 lead with his first collegiate goal 

with 4:17 left in the quarter. 
The Paladins got on the board with 3:02 left, 

but Army didn’t waste long regaining a two-goal 
lead as Cook wove through traffic and beat 
Grant with 1:59 remaining. The Black Knights 
led 3-1 after the first 15:00.

Glesener got going in the second quarter, 
which resulted in back-to-back goals for the All-
American attackman. Glesener scored man-up 
at 12:19 and buried his sixth goal of the season 
with 9:57 on the clock. 

Mazzone and Cook assisted on Glesener’s 
goals, respectively. Army’s defense held Furman 
scoreless in the second and entered halftime 
with a 5-1 lead.

The Black Knights proceeded to score seven 
of the final eight goals of the game, including 
all three of Mazzone’s scores in addition to 
Glesener’s final two goals.
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Hazlett’s double-double leads Army past American

(Above) Senior guard Jen Hazlett scored 20 points and grabbed a career-high-
tying 12 rebounds to lead Army to a 64-60 Patriot League victory over American 
Feb. 22 at Christl Arena.                

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

Senior guard Jen Hazlett scored 20 points 
and grabbed a career-high-tying 12 rebounds 
to lead the Army Women’s Basketball team to 
a 64-60 Patriot League victory over American 
Feb. 22 at Christl Arena. With the win, the Black 
Knights improve to 19-7 overall and 11-4 in 
the conference, while the Eagles, slip to 19-8 
and 12-4.

Army entered the contest in third place in the 
Patriot League, while American came in second. 
Hazlett, who entered the game ranked 12th on 
the academy’s all-time scoring list, increased 
her career point total to 1,108 to surpass Kim 
Hall (USMA ’81) and move into a tie with Pat 
Walter (USMA ’82) for 10th in team history.

Sophomore guard Kelsey Minato also 
netted 20 points while collecting six boards, 
and sophomore forward Brianna Johnson and 
freshman forward Danielle Failor each chipped 
in six points. 

Sophomore forward Aimee Oertner 
controlled six rebounds and turned away a 
season-high-tying four shots.

American junior Arron Zimmerman finished 
with 20 points while going 4-of-7 from three-
point range for American, while senior Alexis 
Dobbs notched 17 points and six rebounds. 
Junior Jen Dumiak recorded 10 points, and 
classmate Shaquilla Curtis added seven points 
and six boards off the bench.

The visitors were in front by as many as 
eight in the opening half, but Hazlett hit a three-
pointer at the halftime buzzer to cap a 7-0 Army 
run and bring the Black Knights to within one 
at the break. 

Minato scored five of Army’s first 12 points, 
as she buried a three-pointer 5:55 into the game 
to give the hosts their largest lead of the frame, 

at 12-10. 
American outscored Army, 6-4, during the 

next 3:06 to knot the game at 16 apiece before 
taking off on a 17-9 run during a stretch of 8:07 
to grab hold of an eight-point lead.

The Black Knights began the second half by 
knocking down 6-of-13 shots to extend their 7-0 
run before halftime to 16-7. 

Five players scored for Army during the 
stretch, including Hazlett and Minato, who each 
poured in five of their team’s first 16 points of 
the second stanza, as the Black Knights led, 
48-40, with 12 minutes left. 

The Eagles attempted to come back, but 
Army countered and extended its lead back to 
eight on three separate occasions.

Following Hazlett’s jumper at the 2:38 mark 
that put the hosts up by eight for the final time, 
Zimmerman drained back-to-back threes to 
cut American’s deficit to two points with 1:27 
remaining in the contest. 

Johnson kept Army’s ensuing possession 
alive, grabbing a key offensive rebound that 
gave the Black Knights a fresh 30-second shot 
clock with 51 ticks left. Army took some time 
off the clock in its next possession until Hazlett 
knocked down a three-pointer with the shot 
clock nearly expired to extend the lead to 60-55 
with 18 seconds left to play.

Dobbs converted a pair of free-throws at the 
14 second mark to cut the American deficit to 
three, but Johnson extended it back to five with 
two foul shots of her own just four seconds later. 

The Eagles didn’t make it easy for the hosts, 
as Dobbs buried a three with seven ticks to go, 
but Minato knocked in a couple of free-throws 
after a quick foul to make the score 64-60. 
Army’s defense prevented American from 
getting a good look at the basket in the final 
six seconds, as the Black Knights hung on for 
the win.

(Right) Sophomore guard Kelsey Minato netted 20 points and added 
six rebounds during Army’s 64-60 win against American.    
                                   phOtOS by eriC S. bartelt/pV

Army overcomes 19-point 
deficit to top Lehigh 78-69
By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

Three players reached double figures for Army, as the Black Knights overcame 
a 19-point deficit to take a 78-69 victory over Lehigh in Patriot League women’s 
basketball action Monday at Stabler Arena in Bethlehem, Pa. With the win, the Black 
Knights improve to 20-7 overall and 12-4 in the conference, while the Mountain 
Hawks fall to 12-15 and 5-11.

The victory also clinched Army a top-four seed in the Patriot League Tournament, 
which guarantees the Black Knights at least one home contest in the postseason. 

Sophomore guard Kelsey Minato scored a game-high 31 points on 11-of-19 
shooting and 5-of-9 three-point shooting while adding six assists and five rebounds. 
Minato extended her double-digit scoring streak to 43 games and jumped from 18th 
to 16th on Army’s all-time scoring list with 993 career points. 

 Senior guard Jen Hazlett finished with 13 points, eight rebounds and five assists, 
while sophomore guard Jean Parker netted 12 points and grabbed a career-high seven 
boards. Sophomore forward Brianna Johnson posted nine points, and sophomore 
forward Aimee Oertner contributed six points and two blocks.


