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Junior quarterback Angel Santiago trudges through the snow to Army’s only touchdown of the day in the third quarter of the Black Knights’ 34-7 loss to Navy 
Dec. 14 at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. The loss was Army’s 12th straight to Navy as the team fi nished the season 3-9. See Page 16 for a photo and 
story from the game.                                Photo by  MaDy salVani/arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

SEE PAGE 16

Rich Ellerson 
relieved of his 
duties as Army 
Football’s head 
coach
eric s. bartelt/PV

COMMUTER ALERT
Cullum Road will be closed at Library Corner beginning 
Dec. 28 through Jan. 5. During that time, a large crane 
will be erected on Cullum Road (next to Bartlett Hall). 
This crane will execute a series of critical lifts in support 
of the Science Center renovation during this period. 
Access to Thayer Roof parking will be intermittently 
affected during crane operations.  

Slogging through the snow
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Pointer View  news & Features

ROCKS Inc. chooses seasoned leader as next president

Maj. Simone R. Jenkins

Honoring the past

(Above) Dec. 7 marked the 50th 
anniversary of the 1963 Army-Navy 
football game, which was played 
shortly after President Kennedy's 
assassination and demonstrated the 
resiliency of the American people. The 
coin that was supposed to be used 
by President Kennedy was flipped 
at this year’s game by Secretary of 
Defense Chuck Hagel. (Left) U.S. 
Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond 
T. Odierno and Sgt. Maj. of the Army 
Raymond F. Chandler recognized 
former Army football players from 
the 1960s through today for both their 
excellence and their lifetime of service 
to the nation during the 114th Army-
Navy Game Dec. 14. The honorees 
(from left to right) were Dick Nowak, 
USMA '64; Rollie Stichweh, USMA '65; 
Gary R. Steele, USMA '70; Brig. Gen. 
Tim McGuire, USMA '87; Lt. Col. Pat 
Work, USMA '95; Maj. Tom Goettke, 
USMA '00; and Maj. Adisa King, USMA 
'00.          Photos by John Pellino/DPtMs Vi

By Capt. David White
Directorate of Admissions

Maj. Simone R. Jenkins, special assistant to the 
Commandant of Cadets for Respect, was elected as 
the next president of the Henry O. Flipper Chapter of 
ROCKS Inc. by a unanimous vote of the membership 
that concluded Dec. 4.

A Military Intelligence officer, long-time ROCKS 
member and devoted volunteer, Jenkins assumed the 
presidency at an executive board meeting Dec. 5. 
Jenkins’ election marks the close of Col. Irving Smith’s 
four-year tenure as the chapter president. 

In response to his planned departure, Smith 
expressed his “heartfelt thanks to everyone for their 
ongoing support of the ROCKS over the last four 
years,” and noted, “it has been an honor for me to 
serve as the ROCKS president and I look forward to 
continuing to serve and help the organization develop.”

 Smith, speaking about his successor, said that 
he is “very excited and pleased to pass the ROCKS 
leadership baton to the very capable Maj. Simone 
Jenkins.” 

Smith offered his best wishes to the incoming 
president and explained that she will provide “a 
renewed energy, spirit and direction to the organization 

in this dynamic and challenging environment.” 
In her first appearance as the chapter’s new 

president, Jenkins praised Smith for his “dedication to 
mentoring junior officers and cadets, and for building 
a strong foundation upon which ROCKS can continue 
to grow.” 

Looking toward the future, Jenkins explained 
that this is the first in a series of transitions as the 
Chapter seeks to expand its role as “a premier service 
organization committed to serving the officers, 
staff and cadets of the U.S. Military Academy, its 
community and the U.S. Army through excellence in 
mentorship, education and outreach efforts.” 
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Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Secretary of the Army John McHugh visited the U.S. Military Academy 
Dec. 12 and met with cadets, faculty and staff during a series of forums that 
covered issues such as sexual assault prevention, cyber and national security. 

Class of 2014 Cadets Havana Schmidt and Joseph Dooley briefed the 
secretary on the initiative developed in the Corps of Cadets to help in the 
prevention of sexual assaults.  

Schmidt was named the Corps’ first brigade representative for the Cadets 
Against Sexual Harassment/Assault program, which is a grassroots initiative 
that emerged in 2011 and was spearheaded by cadets who serve in volunteer 
roles. 

Some of those volunteers, like Class of 2015 Cadets Kaitlin Vanwye, 
Julianne Steurer, Ashley Phillips and Cort Thompson, who previously served 
as the cadet-in-charge of the program, were represented at the briefing. Five 
of these cadets have completed the Army’s 80-hour SHARP certification from 
a mobile training team.

The group discussed the origins of the new program, lessons learned to 
date and their goals as they move into the second semester. Schmidt said, 
beginning next semester, the Corps will have new CASH/A representatives at 
the regimental and company levels and a deputy brigade position. Their main 
goal is to act as peer advisers and trainers to assist tactical and cadet leadership 
with the Army’s Sexual Harassment/Assault Response and Prevention program.

McHugh recently released a list of priorities; a number of strategic issues 
and areas where he is currently focusing much of his time and effort.  At the 
top of that list was sexual assault prevention.

“The CASH/A program is a good example of the initiative we both admire 
and expect from our future officers,” McHugh said. “Not only is it a step in 
the right direction toward the prevention of sexual assault, one of my top 

McHugh lauds cadets on CASH/A initiative
SecArmy lectures capstone 
cadets on politics, visits 
Cyber Center and barracks

priorities, it is also teaching them valuable lessons they 
will use down the road as leaders in the Army.”

Schmidt and her colleagues have conducted similar 
briefings on CASH/A and SHARP as early as Cadet 
Basic Training and Cadet Field Training this summer. 
The opportunity to brief the Army secretary among the 
academy’s senior leadership was unique, she said.

“It really does show that he cares about what we are 
doing, and that extends to all of our chain of command 
here … everybody has supported us extensively,” Schmidt 
said. “It feels good to be empowered.”

McHugh also cited cyber security as a focus area, and 
last fall directed the establishment of the Army Cyber 
Center at West Point.  

Col. Greg Conti, the Army Cyber Center director, 
provided McHugh with an update of the center’s progress 
and accomplishments. McHugh also met with members 
of the Cadet Competitive Cyber Team.

“West Point plays a vital role in helping the Army 
support the national cyber mission,” McHugh said. 
“Programs like the Competitive Cyber Team provide 
cadets with opportunities to help develop innovative 
solutions to complex cyber security problems.”

Recently, 15 Soldiers were awarded the Army’s newest 
military occupational specialty, 25D, cyber network 
defender, after graduating from a 14-week course at 
Fort Gordon, Ga. At West Point, Lt. Col. Kenneth Viall, 
an assistant professor in the Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science, was inducted into 
the Order of Thor by the National Cyber Professionals 
Association.

While at West Point, McHugh, as a guest lecturer, 
provided cadets in the National Security Seminar with 
insights on the importance of working together with 
Congress. McHugh, who was a member of the House 
of Representatives for 17 years, provided a unique 
perspective that intrigued cadets who asked many 
questions.

Also during his visit, the secretary toured the barracks 
and was briefed on the new construction and renovation 
projects that will improve quality of life for the Corps.

“Every time I have the honor and opportunity to come 
back to West Point I am struck by its history and sense of 
purpose,” McHugh said. “It’s always a special occasion 
for me.”

(Above) Secretary of the Army John McHugh talks with 12 cadets in the National Security 
Seminar on politics, cyber security and other issues Dec. 12 during his visit to West Point. 
(Left) Class of 2014 Cadets Joseph Dooley and Havana Schmidt brief the secretary on the 
Cadets Against Sexual Harassment/Assault program.                               

Secretary of the Army John McHugh shows 
his support of the Black Knights before the 
Army-Navy Game during the Spirit Luncheon 
Dec. 12 at the West Point Club.
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Photojournalist talks to plebes on war, censorship

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Department of English and Philosophy 
and the West Point Creative Arts project hosted 
photojournalist Michael Kamber to speak to 
the Class of 2017 Dec. 11. The lecture was 
part of the EN101 composition “The Future of 
Democracy” module.

Kamber covered the war in Iraq for the New 
York Times from 2003-2010 and spoke on “War, 
Photojournalism and Censorship,” a subject 
derived from his recently published anthology, 
“Photojournalists on War: The Untold Story 
from Iraq.” 

“In the classroom, we are studying social 
and civic issues, as well as visual rhetoric,” Lt. 
Col. Peter Molin, DEP professor, member of 
the Future of Democracy and the Creative Arts 
Project officer-in-charge, said.

“Kamber’s pictures and stories illustrate 
the capability of the media to effect change 
through a single, powerful image. They give 

the cadets insight into working with embedded 
journalists and photographers in future military 
assignments, which will surely happen.”

Molin said for most of the pictures Kamber 
showed, there was probably a lieutenant within 
speaking range of the photographer. 

The embedding process began in 1991 
during the first Gulf War. 

E m b e d d i n g  i s  a  p r o c e s s  w h e r e 
photojournalists accompany American troops, 
but are under some restrictions as to what they 
can photograph or report on, such as prisoners 
and wounded warriors.

 Kamber’s subjects also included other 
more technical restriction on the photos, such as 
photos cannot be edited in any way or otherwise 
altered, which will result in the immediate 
dismissal of a photojournalist.

Kamber’s lecture expanded to include the 
importance of ensuring photos do not get in 
the wrong hands to be used as propaganda or 
have the photo accompany a false story on the 
Internet. 

Photojournalist Michael Kamber speaks with the Class of 2017 Dec. 11 about 
war, photojournalism and censorship. The lecture explored how images and 
visual rhetoric allow people to form their own opinions about war and other 
issues. Kamber showed photos by various photojournaists from Vietnam, Libya 
and Iraq to his photos from Liberia and West Africa.

Some photojournalists’ work has shown up 
on the Internet for propaganda purposes.

“Kamber’s other subjects ranged from 
decisions by national media and Department 
of Defense authorities to restrict publication 
to personal relations he forged with many of 

the Soldiers and Marines with whom he was 
embedded,” Molin said.  “Kamber also fielded 
questions about dangerous experiences he faced 
as a photographer, photographic techniques on 
the battlefield and what makes a memorable 
picture.” 

Michael Kamber discusses embed experience  
during Class of 2017 lecture in Mahan Hall

Final issue of 2013
This is our final issue of 2013, but we’ll return 
Jan. 9. Thank you for your support throughout 
the year and have a happy holidays!
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE
Equestrian: The West Point Equestrian team traveled Dec. 

8 to Amy Wunderlich Performance Horses farm, in Lafayette, 
N.J., to compete in the final show of the fall season. 

Members of the Equestrian team competed in various 
levels of Western Horsemanship and reining classes. The day 
consisted of two back-to-back shows. Riders had to demonstrate 
their perfect Western form while executing various speeds and 
transitions. In the first show, the team placed first overall and, 
in the second show, tied for first place with Centenary College. 

As of this show, the team was leading the region in points 
which places the cadets in current standing to compete as a team 
at the semifinals in the spring. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Morgan Proksch was high point rider 
for the first show and is currently second in the running for the 
AQHA Cup Championship. 

Show 1 Results
First-place finishers: Moira Fontenot—Walk/Jog/Lope; 

Emily Kozma—International Western Horsemanship; Holly 
Rodeo—Walk/Jog/Lope; Sam Ruppert—Walk/Jog; Scott 
Dragland—Walk/Jog; Morgan Proksch—Open Reining; Alissah 
McGill—International Western Horsemanship. 

Second-place finishers: Samantha Verduzco—Walk/Jog; 
Morgan Proksch—Open Horsemanship .

Third-place finishers: Annamarie Curtin—Novice Western 
Horsemanship.

Show 2 Results 
First-place finishers: Samantha Verduzco—Walk/Jog. 
Second-place finishers: Scott Dragland—Walk/Jog Holly 

Rodeo—Walk/Jog/Lope; Sam Ruppert—Walk/Jog; Annamarie 
Curtin—Novice Horsemanship; Alissah McGill—International 
Western Horsemanship. 

Third-place finishers: Morgan Proksch—Open Horsemanship, 
Open Reining.

Women’s Boxing: The Women’s Boxing team departed 
Dec. 7 for a two-day trip section to Long Branch, N.J., for the 
2nd annual “Rumble on the Shore” competition in conjunction 
with the Long Branch PAL Youth Mentoring/Give a Kid a Dream 

program. 
The 16 members of the Women’s Boxing team were each 

assigned a child to mentor. The team spent time talking to the 
kids and getting to know them for the first part of the session. 
They then suited up with hand wraps and boxing gloves and 
spent time teaching the kids the proper boxing stance, how to 
defend with the perry and the slip, and basic straight punches. 
After they mastered the basics, they moved onto combinations 
and some light footwork drills. The kids were receptive to the 
instruction and were very grateful for the one-on-one attention 
given by the team. 

The competition featured boxing clubs and colleges to include 
the University of Maryland, West Virginia University, Elite Heat 
boxing gym, Gleason’s Gym and various PAL clubs. West Point 
was represented in five of the 20 bouts. 

The victories went to Class of 2015 Cadet Stephanie Koo 
and Class of 2014 Cadet Megan Coley.

Men’s Team Handball: The West Point Team Handball 
Club hosted the first leg of the Northeastern Handball League 
Dec. 7-8. West Point’s Black (Varsity) team won two of three 
games and played a very competitive game against one of the 
best teams in the country, ultimately losing 29-26. 

The Black team rallied behind the stifling defense of Cadets 
Jonathan Hunter (Company E-1) and Robert Allibone (Co. G-1), 
which resulted in turnovers and a large number of fast break 
goals by Coree Aten (Co. E-4), Jake Bennett (Co. E-2) and 
Connor Holt (Co. F-3). Aten also helped out with the team from 
Gallaudet University comprised primarily of hearing disabled 
athletes, making this weekend experience even more rewarding. 

The Gold team (junior varsity) earned two quality wins this 
weekend against Washington D.C. and New York City 2, and 
lost a hard fought game against six-time national champion New 
York City. The entire Gold team managed to contribute to the 
success; and the plebe class led by Cadets Forrest Keller (Co. 
H-4), Jalen Swett (Co. A-2), Eliji Mondesir (Co. E-3) and Paul 
Palmer (Co. D-2), showed tremendous improvement since the 
last competition.

Built to burn
Civil Engineering majors joined faculty from the 
Department of Civil and Mechanical Engineering to 
build the sacrificial boat that was lit for the “Beat 
Navy” bonfire Dec. 12 during the pep rally in support 
of the Black Knights. It required 24 cadets to move 
the USS Conflagration from Mahan Hall to its final 
resting place on Daly Field. Photos by DePartMent of CMe 
(left) anD Mike strasser (aboVe)
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Story and photo by 1st Lt. Brandon Long 

Commandant of the Corps of Cadets Brig. Gen. Richard 
Clarke hosted his first “Commandant’s Book Club” gathering 
Dec. 10 with author Sean Parnell as the guest speaker, to talk 
about his book “Outlaw Platoon.” 

Parnell was the platoon leader of “Outlaw Platoon,” part 
of the 2-87, 10th Mountain Division, when it deployed to 
Afghanistan for 16 months. They were known and feared by the 
enemy due to their skills as a cohesive unit and being one of the 
best platoons in the battalion. 

“Being the best is a double edge sword,” Parnell said. “You 
are given tougher missions and more of them because your 
leaders know you can get them done, but this means a greater 
chance of casualties.” 

When they left Afghanistan, the platoon received 32 Purple 
Hearts. 

Cows and firsties sat in small groups mentored by company 
tactical officers as they focused on the possible situations that 
cadets might face as future platoon leaders. 

They talked about initial impressions, leadership, trust, 
making the hard decisions, combat and how to handle a platoon 
through it all. 

“This book is amazing in so many ways,” Class of 2014 
Cadet Nicole Miller said. “I think this book should be a part of 
the curriculum, as should leadership books like it. I will definitely 
be using this for my platoon next semester.”

The participants were enthusiastic to discuss the topics and 
listen to Parnell’s stories. 

“At the end of the day, I didn’t come here to learn physics 

or calculus, I came here to become a leader, and events like this 
help us achieve that mission,” Class of 2014 Cadet Andrew 
Trahan said.

This was Parnell’s first speaking engagement with the 
military since the release of his book, and he wasn’t used to 
addressing questions geared toward future officers. One of the 
questions asked by a cadet was, “Sir, you mentioned that you 
were considered the best platoon and that the enemy feared you, 
how do you ensure that does not get misinterpreted by your men 
to do something immoral?” 

He proceeded to explain how the platoon leader must always 
be the moral compass for the platoon, and used examples from 
his experience in combat where he had to be that compass and 
do what was right, despite the feelings his Soldiers had and that 
he had as well.  

“I was amazed at the questions the cadets were asking; they 
were hard,” Parnell said. 

The commandant asked Parnell about the importance  of unit 
discipline, especially in garrison, and asked for some examples. 
Parnell explained how his battalion commander set high standards 
across the board, whether it was physical training or field training. 

However, no training prepares you for combat because each 
scenario is different, but it gives you the foundation and the basic 
skills to succeed. 

Parnell said it is important to train not only in tactics, but in 
creating a cohesive unit. 

“Love for each other was the greatest weapon we had, but 
don’t get me wrong M19 and .50 cals were nice to have though,” 
he said. 

Parnell said a leader must be there for the Soldiers and always 
do right by them. 

“You aren’t trying to be their friends,” he said. “Good leaders 
inspire Soldiers, but great Soldiers inspire their leaders.”

While the event was only for the cows and firsties, it showed 
how much of an impact the book had on the cadets if they want 
to use it as a tool to teach the younger cadets. 

“Even if I touched one cadet and help him or her grow, this 
trip will be a success,” Parnell said. 

Cadets discuss “Outlaw Platoon” with author

Author Sean Parnell spoke with cadets about his book “Outlaw Platoon” Dec. 10 during the Commandant’s 
Book Club gathering at Eisenhower Hall.

Farewell, 
2013...

Don’t miss a moment
www.flickr.com/photos/

west_point/

...Hello, 
2014
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Spirited competition
A series of spirit activities was conducted on Daly Field Dec. 12 to get the 
Corps of Cadets ready for the Army-Navy Game in Philadelphia. Starting with 
the traditional Goat-Engineer Game, the Men’s Goat team won, 14-6, in a frigid 
flag football competition. The Women’s Engineer team blanked the Goats, 20-
0. Afterward, a spirit rally was hosted by WKDT, the cadet radio club, where 
Brig. Gen. Richard Clarke, the commandant of the Corps of Cadets, handed 

off the game ball to the Marathon team, tasked with an overnight relay run to 
get the football to Lincoln Financial Field. Clarke, Dean of the Academic Board 
Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor and Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen Jr. all 
addressed the Corps about the true meaning of the Army-Navy Game and how 
the academy has the honor of representing the Army to the world. 
                                                                                               Photos by Mike strasser/PV
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SPORTS

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

National Infantry Association Infantry Ball
The National Infantry Association is hosting its annual 

Infantry Ball Jan. 24 in the Grand Ballroom at Eisenhower Hall.
There is a cocktail hour beginning at 6 p.m. followed by the 

banquet at 7:30 p.m.
The ball brings cadets, families and infantrymen together to 

honor the historic lineage of the Infantry Branch.  
Brig. Gen. David L. Grange, former commander of the 75th 

Ranger Regiment and 1st Infantry Division, will address the 
attendees.    

For details or to buy tickets, contact Gene Lesinski, NIA 
president, at gene.lesinski@gmail.com or 845-938-5897. 

AWANA registration
West Point Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed registration 

is here. AWANA is a fun, Bible-based club for 3-year-olds and 
older from the West Point community. 

The club meets from 5-6:30 p.m. Sunday evenings during 
the academic year.   

For details or to sign up, call Maj. John Cunningham at 938-
5572 or email westpointawana@gmail.com. 

Tax Center seeks volunteers  
The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 

with tax returns and administrative support during the 2014 tax 
season from February through April.  

Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain valuable 
work experience. 

For details, contact brittany.brownbecker@usma.edu or call 
938-4541.

Child Care for Religious services
The West Point Religious Support Office is looking for child 

care providers (watch care) from 4:45-6:45 p.m. Sundays. Other 
times may be available.  

Candidates who have CPR certification are preferred and 
must pass a pre-employment background check. 

For details, contact Sgt. 1st Class David Kress at 938-8813 
or email david.kress@usma.edu.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Army Education Center
College courses are currently offered through the Army 

Education Center at West Point. 
If you are interested in undergraduate classes, contact:
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535  

or Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas College—Alicia Owens at 845-446-

2555 or aowens@stac.edu.
If you are interested in graduate studies, contact:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice—Master’s degree 

in Public Administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or  
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University—Master’s degree in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop, 
between the MWR Fitness Center and Subway.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are five-day event 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshop provides information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop.

The next TAP workshops are scheduled from Jan. 6-10 and 
Jan. 13-17. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Registration is required for all workshops. Call the ACAP 
Office at 938-0634.

Higher Education Seminar for transitioning military 
personnel and their family members

Preparing to attend college after transition? There is a higher 
education seminar for transitioning military personnel  and their 
family members Jan. 22-23. 

In this two-day workshop, you’ll learn how to develop 
your plan for higher education, research and identify colleges 
of interest, apply to schools and navigate the G.I. Bill process. 

Contact the West Point ACAP Office at 938-0634 for 
eligibility information, prerequisites and to register for these 
events.

Cookies and Cocoa with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
There is a cookies and cocoa with Santa and Mrs. Claus event 

scheduled from 4:30-6 p.m. Friday at the Navy Federal Credit 
Union, 437 Main St.

Boys and girls of all ages can come meet Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. After meeting Mr. and Mrs. Claus, visitors can enjoy 
cookies and cocoa while making a special ornament to take 
home with them.   

For details, contact Angela M. Lawrence, Navy Federal 
Credit Union branch manager, at 446-2484. 

Celebrate Christmas at Knox’s Headquarters State 
Historic Site

From 4-8 p.m. Saturday, tour the elegantly appointed 
1754 Ellison House decorated for Christmas and staffed by 
Revolutionary War era-costumed interpreters.

December Graduation
Family, friends and members of the West Point 

community are welcome to see the December Graduation 
ceremony.  

The ceremony will be held at 4 p.m. Friday at Robinson 
Auditorium in Thayer Hall.

For details, call Kellie Biehl, USMA G1, at 938-8493.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, call diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.kontura@
usma.edu or 938-4207.

West Point Community Gymnastics Club
The West Point Community Gymnastics Club has classes 

scheduled from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursdays at the Lou Gross Sports Center.  

There will be an open house Dec. 26-29 at Knox’s 
Headquarters. The Ellison mansion is scheduled to be open for 
tours at 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. each day. Tour the 
elegant 1754 historic house decorated for the season in 18th 
century fashion.      

Knox’s Headquarters is located at 289 Forge Hill Road, in 
Vails Gate, N.Y., three miles southeast of the intersection of 
I-87 and I-84.  

For details, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22.

Holiday “open hours” at the Wildlife Education Center
After the holiday, come to the Hudson Highlands Nature 

Museum for special hours. The Museum’s Wildlife Education 
Center will be open from noon-4 p.m. Dec. 26-27. 

Enjoy two “Meet the Animals” programs at 1 p.m. and 2:30 
p.m. The Museum is located at 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-
Hudson.

There is a small admission fee. Museum members and 
children under 3 years old are free.

Also, when school is out this holiday break, the Hudson 
Highlands Nature Museum will be hosting mini-camps from 
9-11:30 a.m. Dec. 30-31 and Jan. 2-3 for children in grades 
Kindergarten through third grade.

Each day the campers will get to know one of the live native 
animals that live at the Museum. There is a cost per day.

 For details, go to hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-534-
5506, ext. 204. 

Creativity is alive and well at West Point. On 
Nov. 18, the Directorate of Cadet Activities 
Publications Department officially opened 
the inaugural Circle in the Spiral art exhibit in 
Eisenhower Hall's Class of 1929 Art Gallery (fifth 
floor). The exhibit, slated to run through June, 
features stunning cadet photographs, artwork 
and narratives, all on enlarged pages of the 2013 
Circle in the Spiral, the cadets' literary magazine. 
More than 800 pieces were originally submitted, 
and from that, works from more than  100 cadets 
were selected and included in this edition, which 
was the magazine's largest contributor base to 
date. One of the pieces that was selected was 
by Class of 2015 Cadet  Alex Cattley (above).
The exhibit's opening invited cadet contributor 
participation and included a performance by the 
Cadet Strings Club. The three pieces selected as 
the top three favorites will reside in Eisenhower 
Hall permanently. DCA Publications encourages 
everyone to come and visit this display of cadet 
talent and creativity. The exhibit is free and open 
to the general public from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday and during all theatre performances. For 
details, contact Anne L. Caliendo Drew at Anne.
Caliendo@usma.edu.          Courtesy Photo

For details, call Carmine Giglio at 938-2880.

Creativity at West Point
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West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through Dec. 26
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 19-26
Channels 8/23

ONGOING

JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE ADULTS

West Point Golf Course Holiday Sale
Swing by the West Point Golf Course Pro Shop for its holiday 

sale through today for your chance to take 5-30 percent off your 
purchase of $25 or more and 10 percent off your 2014 annual pass. 

Receive an additional 10 percent off your drawing percentage 
when you buy an annual pass. 

Hours of operation are 7 a.m.-dusk Tuesday-Friday and 6:30 
a.m.-dusk Saturday and Sunday. 

The pro shop is open from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
after the course has closed for the year. 

For details, call 938-2435.

FOR THE YOUTHS

Wee Ones Play Group
The Wee Ones Play Group is scheduled from 9:30-11 a.m. 

Mondays at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500. 
The group is open to parents with children 4 years old and 

younger. 
For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 

manager, at 938-3369.

MWR Community Skate Program (updated) 
The Directorate of Morale, Welfare and Recreation is offering 

an MWR Community Skate Program during the winter season. 
The hours of operation for the month of December are:
• Sundays—Sunday from 3:30-5 p.m.;
• Weekdays—Monday, Dec. 27 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and 

Dec. 30 from 1-2:30 p.m.
There is no charge, but patrons must provide their own skates.
In case of inclement weather, call the Community Skate 

information recording at 938-2991.

Ski and Snowboard Lessons
The Victor Constant Ski Slope Administration Offi ce is open 

for ski and snowboard lesson registration, season pass sales, 
seasonal equipment rentals and equipment drop-off for tuning 
and repair.  

Offi ce hours will be from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
Lesson registration is open to military and civilian personnel.  
For details, call 938-8810.

MWR Hours for Friday
MWR will be celebrating the holidays within its organization 

Friday, so check its website for a listing of hours/closures at 
westpointmwr.com. 

Fine Arts Festival
Come to the Youth Center, Bldg. 500, from 3-6 p.m. Jan. 10 

for the 12th annual Fine Arts Festival.
Light refreshments will be served. For details, call 938-3727. 

Celebrate Customer Appreciation Week
Join the West Point Club for lunch during the week of January 

13-17 from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., in the Pierce Dining Room. 
• Jan. 13—Half-price grab-n-go of Boar’s Head deli 

sandwiches;
• Jan. 14—All kinds of give-a-ways just for coming by;
• Jan. 15—Free ice cream sandwich with meal purchase;
• Jan. 16—Free cookies with meal purchase;
• Jan. 17—Half-price Pizza Bar.
For details, call 938-5120.

Membership Appreciation Beach Party and 
Membership Drive

Only about 180 days left until summer. Come to the West 
Point Club and reap the benefi ts of being a Club member from 
5-8 p.m. Jan. 17 in the Pierce Dining Room for a membership 
appreciation beach party and membership drive. 

Not a member? No problem. Become a member and your 
dinner is on the Club. 

There will be a barbecue buffet and it will be topped off with 
a make your own Smores Bar. 

Gifts for all members and a roulette wheel for chances to 
win great prizes. 

Members dine for free and there is a minimal charge for 
non-members. For details, call 938-5120.

Mountain Creek Day Ski Trip
Join MWR’s Outdoor Recreation for a day on the slopes 

at Mountain Creek. This event takes place from 8 a.m-7 p.m. 
Jan. 25. 

There is a minimal cost per adult and child. Fee includes lift 
ticket, transportation and one meal voucher per person for lunch 
that includes a choice of a burger, chicken fi ngers or pizza, fries 
and a fountain drink. 

Those who go on the trip will meet at the ODR Equipment 
Center, Bldg. 648, located behind the Post Offi ce at Buffalo 
Soldier Field. 

Contact Wesley Judd at Wesley.judd@usma.edu or call 845-
938-0123 for details or to pre-register. 

You must pre-register for this activity by Jan. 21. Space is 
limited.  

West Point Club’s Mongolian Barbecue
The Mongolian Barbecue will be held from 5-8 p.m. Jan. 31 

in the Pierce Dining Room.
It’s your chance to create a culinary masterpiece—you are 

the chef. Choose from a selection of beef, turkey, pork, shrimp 
and fresh vegetables, sauce and spices. 

After your creation is complete, it will weighed and then a 
Club Chef will assist you by stir-frying your masterpiece. There 
is a minimal cost per the fi rst 16 oz. 

For details, call 938-5120.

Annual Wellness Fair
The MWR Fitness Center will host its 6th annual Wellness 

Fair and Fitness Challenge Kickoff Jan. 8. 
Come to the Fitness Center for fi tness assessments and 

nutrition counseling, meet with our fi tness instructors and speak 
with certifi ed personal trainers. 

You can also sign up for the eight-week Fitness Challenge. 
For details, call 938-6490.

BOSS Ski Trip
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers for its annual 

ski trip to Smuggler’s Notch, Vt., Jan. 17-20. 
The trip is open to all BOSS Soldiers and their guests. 
There is a fee for this event. For details, call 938-6497.

BOSS Super Bowl Party
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers from 5-10 

p.m. Feb. 2 at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion for its annual Super 
Bowl Party. 

Food and drinks will be provided. For details, call 938-6479.

Adult Hockey Program 
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2013-14 adult 

hockey program open to all eligible USMA personnel 18 years 
of age and older. 

The program will operate from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Sundays and 
Tuesdays and 12:15-1:30 p.m. Wednesdays through March 6 at 
Tate Rink. Participants must provide their own hockey skates and 
equipment. Season passes are currently available at the MWR 
LTS Offi ce, Bldg. 683 (next to Subway). 

There is a minimal fee for the season pass.  
For details, call Jim Liney, MWR Sports Offi ce, at 938-3066. 

Friday—Thor 2:  World of 
Darkness, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Ender’s Game, PG-
13, 7:30 p.m.

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

• Mitten Tree—To help those individuals who need a 
little more warmth this season, BBC has its Mitten Tree at 
132 Bartlett Loop through today. 

The Mitten Tree is a Christmas tree decorated with 
your donations of gently used or new mittens, gloves, hats 
and scarves. 

All items will be donated to a local shelter.

• Holiday House Decorating Contest—Show 
your holiday spirit by decorating your home. String the 
lights and hang that greenery—turn our community into a 
winter wonderland. 

Keep in mind that judges will be looking for the best use 
of effects, lighting and what makes a good holiday display. 
Good luck to all entrants. Remember to register your home 
or anyone else’s with a photograph by Friday to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com. 

One winner will be chosen and will receive a $25 gift 
card.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities
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KACH holiday schedule
•  The TRICARE Service Center in 

Highland Falls will close for an official 
function at 11:30 a.m. Friday.

• The Keller Dining Facility will not be 
open for breakfast or lunch Tuesday and Dec. 
31 due to the holiday season.  

We apologize for any inconvenience these 
changes may cause. As always, thank you for 
choosing Keller.

January Blood Drive Kickoff Meeting
There will be a kickoff campaign meeting 

at 11 a.m. today in the Army Education Center 
Bldg. 683, Training Room #10 in preparation 
for the upcoming Armed Services Blood 
Program Blood Drive Jan. 13-16. Request that 
appointed Key Personnel from each activity 
attend this meeting.  

Provide the names of those attending to 
Mary Mandia at 938-2583 or via email at 
mary.mandia@amedd.army.mil by today.

Keller is moving toward a system for 
health

In an initial step toward moving our 
beneficiaries into a model of wellness, KACH 

has begun patient outreach for all preventive 
medical screenings. 

Expect to receive courtesy call(s) for all 
overdue preventive screenings and medical 
conditions over the next 30 days.  

These prevention screening calls include 
breast, cervical and colorectal cancer 
screenings, as well as standard lab tests for 
patients with diabetes. In an effort to provide 
the highest quality of service, please allow 
time for a discussion about the preventive 
screening and it’s important to your health.   

Free Child Developmental Screenings
Not all children develop the same way—

some need extra help. If you are a military 
or civilian family that resides at West Point 
and have a child ages birth to 3 years 
old with concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior, and/
or social interactions, contact the Educational 
and Developmental Intervention Services 
office. 

At West Point, the EDIS office is located at 
Keller Army Community Hospital, Bldg. 900. 
For details, call 845-938-2698/6868.

Keller CornerBringing trees to the troops 
and celebrating the holidays

(Left) As part of the Trees 
for Troops program, 100 
live Christmas trees were 
delivered to West Point during 
the first week of December. 
This is  the fourth year 
that West Point has been 
a recipient. (Below) Army 
Community Service hosted 
its annual holiday party Dec. 5 
for the West Point community. 
More than 200 Soldiers and 
family members joined the 
staff for crafts, sweet treats 
and photos with Santa. 
     Courtesy Photos
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Minato knocks down 27, upset falls short over Ohio State

Sophomore guard Kelsey Minato scored a career-high 27 points against Ohio State in Army’s 59-56 loss 
Dec. 13 in Columbus, Ohio.                                                eriC s. bartelt/PV (file Photo)

By Pamela Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Army’s upset bid of Ohio State fell just short Dec. 13 at 
Value City Arena in Columbus, Ohio, as the Buckeyes sank 
four free-throws in the final 31 seconds to defeat the Black 
Knights, 59-56. 

Sophomore guard Kelsey Minato scored a career-high 
27 points as Army led by as many as 10 with under seven 
minutes to play before a final OSU push sealed the game.  

Minato frustrated the Buckeyes (7-5) from the start, 
forcing Ohio State head coach Kevin McGuff to burn a pair 
of timeouts less than seven minutes into the game as the 
sophomore point guard was singlehandedly outscoring OSU 
to give Army (7-3) a 16-9 lead. 

The two squads traded buckets for much of the final six 
minutes of the first half, with the Buckeyes going up by as 
much as six, 30-24, after Raven Ferguson’s and-one basket. 

Junior forward Olivia Schretzman drove home a layup 
with 27 seconds remaining to get Army back within four, 
30-26, where it stood at the break. Minato led all scorers at 
the half with 12 points, while Schretzman had eight points 
and four rebounds. 

The Black Knights opened the second half on a 10-4 run 
thanks to back-to-back threes by Minato, holding a two-point 
lead with under 13 minutes to play. Army’s lead ballooned to 
10 with 8:49 left on the clock as sophomore forward Brianna 
Johnson sparked a 10-2 run. 

After Schretzman maintained Army’s lead at 10, 50-40, 
with 6:49 remaining, the Black Knights’ offense went cold. 

The Buckeyes went on a 9-0 run, slimming down the 
Army advantage to one, 50-49, at the final media timeout. 
Playing with four fouls, senior guard Jen Hazlett made a 
clutch three-pointer with 3:42 remaining for Army’s first 
bucket in over three minutes to put the Black Knights back 
up by two possessions.

Minato sank a floater with 2:23 to play to extend Army’s 
lead to six, 55-49, in what was the Black Knights’ final field 
goal of the game. 

The Buckeyes responded with six unanswered points to 
tie the game, 55-55, with 1:19 remaining, capped by a pair 
free throws after Army head coach Dave Magarity was called 
for a technical. 

Minato had attempted a three and was knocked to the 
ground hard which went uncalled, prompting an aggressive 
argument by Magarity.

Sophomore forward Aimee Oertner gave Army a one-
point lead with 56 seconds remaining by making one-of-two 
free throws. 

After OSU’s Ameryst Alston, the Buckeye’s leading 
scorer, sank a pair of free throws to put Ohio State up one 
with 31 seconds, Army called its final timeout of the game. 

With a .5-second differential on the shot clock, Minato 
took it to the hoop with nine seconds remaining and missed. 
OSU’s Martina Ellerbe grabbed the rebound and Johnson 
immediately fouled her with five seconds remaining. 

Ellerbe sank both free-throws to give the Buckeyes a 
three-point lead. Minato was covered closely on the inbounds 
and Schretzman got the ball 10 feet inside the half-court line 
on Army’s side, but was whistled for a travel before she could 
get her game-tying shot off.

Schretzman finished with 12 points and seven rebounds, 
while Minato added eight rebounds to her game-high 27 
points. 

Hazlett led Army’s rebounding corps with a team-high 
nine boards as the Black Knights won the battle of the boards, 
37-36, despite being outsized. 
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Dec. 19-Jan. 9
Corps Squad

Friday—Hockey vs. Providence, TaTe rink, 7:05 P.m.

dec. 29—Women’s BaskeTBall vs. sTaTen island, 
cHrisTl arena, 1 P.m.

dec. 30—men’s BaskeTBall vs. coasT Guard, cHrisTl 
arena, 1 P.m.

Jan. 2—Women’s BaskeTBall vs. laFayeTTe, cHrisTl 
arena, 7 P.m.

Jan. 3—Hockey vs. mercyHursT, TaTe rink, 7:05 P.m.
 
Jan. 4—Hockey vs. mercyHursT, TaTe rink, 7:05 P.m.

Jan. 5—men’s BaskeTBall vs. loyola (md.), cHrisTl 
arena, 2 P.m.

Jan. 8—Women’s BaskeTBall vs. leHiGH, cHrisTl 
arena, 7 P.m.

Sports 
calendar

Wilson scores 24, leads Army to season-high total
By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

Sophomore guard Kyle Wilson scored 24 points and Army 
(3-6) shot a season-high 47.6 percent from three-point range 
(10-for-21) in a 90-80 victory over Maine (1-8) Dec. 13 at the 
Cross Insurance Center in Bangor, Maine. The Black Knights  
posted their highest point total of the season en route to their 
second straight win.

In addition to Wilson, sophomore center Kevin Ferguson 
added 15 points and junior guard Mo Williams scored 11 
points. Wilson connected on seven of his 16 field goal tries, 
including a 3-for-6 night from distance. 

Ferguson tied for the team lead with six rebounds and 
blocked three shots. Sophomore forward Tanner Plomb dished 
out five assists. 

The Black Knights had eight players with at least six 
points, including rookie Tanner Plomb who scored eight 
points, grabbed six rebounds, handed out two assists and 
made two steals in 14 minutes.

Army led for the majority of the game. The Black Knights 
were never down by more than two points and took the lead for 
good at 10-9 on a three-pointer by senior guard Josh Herbeck 
with 15:50 left in the first half.

The Black Knights outrebounded the Black Bears, 37-33. 
It was the second straight game that Army held a positive 
rebounding margin. 

The Black Knights grabbed 14 offensive rebounds and 
held a 25-4 advantage in second-chance points.

Xavier Pollard led the Black Bears with 19 points off the 
bench. Garet Beal and Troy Reid-Knight also scored in double 
figures with 11 points each. Beal and Pollard both totaled six 
rebounds. Maine shot 51.7 percent (30-58) for the game, but 
committed 18 turnovers that led to 19 Army points.

Army scored first on a free throw by Wilson, but Maine 
answered with a three-pointer to take their first lead of the 
game. 

The two teams traded baskets and the Black Bears led 7-5 
after a basket by Beal with 16:54 to go in the opening stanza. 
Maine led 9-7 before the first of Herbeck’s three triples put 
Army on top to stay. 

Herbeck drilled another three-pointer to cap a 15-6 run 
that put the Black Knights on top 22-15 with 11:53 to go. 
Maine scored the next five points to pull within two. That was 
the margin when Wilson and Williams buried back-to-back 
threes to establish an eight-point advantage with 8:28 left in 
the opening stanza. 

Army took its first double-digit lead on a layup by Plomb 
at the 6:01 mark and led by 39-28 after a three-pointer by 
Omlid. 

Maine rallied for the next six points to make it a five-point 
game and was able to trim the Army lead to just two points 
at 46-44 after an Ethan Mackey basket with five seconds 
remaining in the half. 

Army pushed its lead to six points at 55-49 with 17:33 
left, and following a Maine free throw, used an 11-0 run to 
take its largest lead at 65-50 with 14:16 to go. 

The Black Bears quickly answered with eight straight 
points, but Wilson buried a three-pointer from the left corner to 
push Army’s lead back to 10 points at 68-58 with 12:07 to go. 

The Black Knights were able to maintain a double-digit 
lead until the final 1:41. Maine got as close as seven points, 
but Army connected on three of its final four free throws while 
holding the Black Bears scoreless over the last 40 seconds. 
Williams set the final margin with a pair of foul shots and 
then made a steal to secure the victory.

The game marked Army’s first trip to Maine. The Black 

Knights are now 3-0 all-time against the Black Bears, 
including two wins at West Point.

The Black Knights have more than a week off during West 

Point’s term ending exam period before traveling to Rutgers 
on Sunday, Dec. 22. Tip-off is set for 2 p.m. 

The game will be streamed live by ESPN3.

Sophomore guard Kyle Wilson 
scored 24 points while Army 
shot a season-high 47.6 
percent from three-point range 
as the Black Knights defeated 
Maine, 90-80, Dec. 13 in Bangor, 
Maine.     toMMy GilliGan (file Photo)
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Junior running back Terry Baggett rushed for a team-high 41 yards against Navy in Army’s 34-7 loss to the Midshipmen 
Dec. 14 in Philadelphia. Baggett finished the season with 1,113 yards rushing and eight touchdowns.   John Pellino/DPtMs Vi

Navy drives past Army in snow-covered showdown
By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Playing on a snow-covered surface at 
Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia, 
Army’s Football team was overwhelmed by 
Navy, 34-7, in its season finale. 

The Black Knights were held to just 207 
yards of offense, while the Midshipmen 
pounded their way to 353 en route to Army’s 
12th consecutive setback to its service 
academy rival.

Army (3-9) was led by junior quarterback 
Angel Santiago, who rushed for 40 yards and 
a touchdown while throwing for 50 yards on 
5-of-10 completions. 

Junior running back Terry Baggett was 
credited with a team-high 41 yards, while 
freshman wide receiver Xavier Moss caught 
all five of Santiago’s completions, including 
a game-long 29 yarder. 

Senior defensive end Jarrett Mackey 
made a game-high 11 tackles, including 
two for a loss (five yards) and also forced 
a fumble. 

Getting his first career start, Army 
sophomore quarterback A.J. Schurr struggled 
to get the Black Knight offense in rhythm in 
the first quarter, getting no farther downfield 
than the Navy 40-yard line and turning it over 
to the Midshipmen on a fumble.

Navy (8-4) did not fare much better out 
of the gate, taking advantage of Quinton 
Singleton’s game-long 58-yard rush to set 
up the lone points of the first 15 minutes, a 
20-yard field goal by Nick Sloan.

Santiago replaced Schurr under center 
in the second quarter, but was intercepted 
on his second pass attempt on Army’s drive 
following Navy’s 39-yard touchdown rush 
by Noah Copeland.

The Midshipmen’s lead increased to 
17-0 with 2:38 remaining in the half when 
quarterback Keenan Reynolds, the game’s 
Most Valuable Player selected by the 
Philadelphia Sportswriters Association, 
rushed for his first of three scores. Reynolds 
scored on a 47-yard run on the drive’s first 
play.

Santiago connected with Moss on a pair 
of passes the following drive, but the wintry 
mix of rain and snow caused the following 

three throws to slip through the hands of 
Moss and junior wide receiver Chevaughn 
Lawrence.

The Black Knights cracked the scoring 
column with 6:36 remaining in the third 
quarter to make it a two-possession game. 
Santiago rushed four times for a combined 
29 yards on the drive, capped by a four-yard 
score, his 10th of the season, to cut Navy's 
lead to 17-7.

With the third quarter winding down, the 
Midshipmen stretched the margin to 20-7 on 
its ensuing drive as Sloan connected from 
34 yards out for his second field goal of the 
game.

Army turned it over on downs on back-to-

back possessions before Reynolds punched 
in his second touchdown of the game and 
capped the drive by catching the two-point 
conversion pass from wideout Brendan 
Dudeck.

Down 28-7 with 6:22 to play, Army lost 
the ball on its first play after the kickoff as 
Santiago fumbled on the Black Knight 35-
yard line and Navy’s Will Anthony recovered. 

Reynolds ran for his third touchdown of 
the game on the Midshipmen’s drive after 
the turnover, sealing the game at 34-7 and 
leaving just 38 seconds on the clock for 
Army. 

Senior fullback Hayden Tippett took a 
pair of handoffs on Army’s final possession 

as the clock ran out on the Black Knights’ 
season.

The 27-point final margin was the Army-
Navy Game’s largest since the Midshipmen 
earned a 34-0 victory in 2008 in Philadelphia. 
Reynolds, who ran for 136 yards and 
three scores, established an NCAA single-
season record for rushing touchdowns by a 
quarterback with 28. 

The Black Knights’ 207 yards of total 
offense was its lowest since Nov. 20, 2010, 
when Army collected 174 against Notre 
Dame at Yankee Stadium.  

Army wraps up the 2013 season with a 
3-9 record, with wins against Morgan State, 
Louisiana Tech and Eastern Michigan. 

Army announces football coaching change
By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Army Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan announced 
Sunday that Rich Ellerson will not return as the Black 
Knights’ head football coach.

“This is a very difficult day for all of us at West Point,” 
Corrigan stated in making the announcement. “Rich Ellerson 
has represented West Point and the Army football program 
extremely well since taking over as our head coach five 

years ago. 
“He has been a tremendous role model for our cadet-

athletes and great mentor for many within the athletic 
department,” he added. “Unfortunately, our team has not 
experienced the level of success on the football field that 
we expect, and we feel it is necessary to make a change in 
leadership at this time.”

Ellerson was notified of the decision Sunday evening 
after returning from Philadelphia following the Black 
Knights’ loss to Navy Dec. 14.

“I’d like to thank Rich Ellerson and his family for their 
tremendous contributions to West Point and the Army 
Football team these past five years,” Corrigan said. “His hard 
work and dedication to the mission of the military academy 
will always be greatly appreciated.”

Corrigan stated that a national search for Ellerson’s 
replacement will begin immediately. Deputy Military 
Athletic Director Col. Joe DeAntona will assume day-to-
day operations of the football program until a new head 
coach is named.


