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Brigade’s best beats Navy
The Corps of Cadets put forth its top teams in company athletics to compete against the U.S. Naval Academy in fl ag football, ultimate Frisbee, basketball 
and soccer Nov. 23 at West Point. The cadets swept the midshipmen in each contest to win the Brigade Championship trophy for the fi rst time since the 
competition began in 2010. See page 9 for story and photos.                                                                                                                                        mike strasser/PV

Marshall, Rhodes  scholarships announced
West Point Public Affairs Offi ce
Press Release

Class of 2014 Cadets Alex Brammer of Scottsdale, 
Ariz., and Ahmad Nasir of Anchorage, Alaska, are among 
the Marshall Scholarship awardees named Nov. 25.

Brammer, an economics major, will study Economics 
for Development at the Univeristy of Oxford. He served 
as a Ranger and infantryman in the Army for four years, 
deploying to Iraq three times. 

He’s also a manager/student coach for the Men’s 
Lacrosse team and has earned the superintendent’s award 
for excellence for three years. He is a future Army Aviator 
and hopes to fl y for the 160th Special Operations Aviation 
Regiment.

Nasir, an American Politics and Arabic double major, 
has worked as a congressional intern, studied abroad in 
Morocco and participated in a cultural exchange with the 
Sultanate of Oman.

He is interested in studying military-to-military 
relations, and the Middle East and South Asia. 

Nasir aspires to be a South Asian Foreign Area Offi cer 
in the U.S. Army and hopes to use his education and 
military experience to help bridge the divide between U.S. 
and foreign military offi cers to forge stronger bilateral 
relationships.

“Winning the Marshall scholarship offers me the 
unique opportunity to continue developing as a leader and 
will undoubtedly help me cultivate the skills necessary to 

See SCHOLARS, Page 3
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Class of 2014 Cadets Ahmad Nasir and Alexander Brammer.
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Pointer View  news & Features

Fireplace and wood stove safety: Burning your fire safely
Submitted by the Garrison Safety Office

 Socializing by a warm fire can be a comfortable way to 
share time with friends and family. However, burning a fire in 
a fireplace or wood stove does not come without risk as they 
represent the source of more than one-third of all fires caused 
by home heating. 

This type of home fire can be prevented by correctly 
maintaining and properly using your fireplace or wood stove. 

The West Point Safety Office offers the following tips for 
safely using your fireplace or wood stove:

• Make sure the fireplace was constructed for actual use, 
not just for decoration. Check with your builder or landlord if 
you are unsure. 

• Prepare your chimney for the burning season by having it 
inspected annually and, if necessary, cleaned by a professional. 
Creosote is a substance that forms on the interior of the chimney 
when wood burns and can cause a chimney fire if not properly 
cleaned. 

• Protect the exterior of your home by keeping the roof clear 
of leaves, needles or other debris. Make sure there are no branches 
hanging above or adjacent to the chimney. 

• Fires emit carbon monoxide as a product of incomplete 
combustion. Make sure you install at least one carbon monoxide 
and one smoke detector in your home. Homes with multiple 
floors normally require more than one of these life saving 
devices. Always consult the manufacturer’s recommendations 
for optimum location and mounting instructions. 

• Before lighting a fire, ensure all combustible materials are 
safely away from the fireplace or stove. Remove any greens, 
boughs, papers and decorations from the area. Always check the 
flue to ensure it is open. 

• Always use a fire screen to reduce the risk of sparks or 
embers leaving the firebox. 

• Never leave a fire unattended. 
• Do not burn trash or papers as such materials can float up 

the chimney and onto the roof or into the yard. 
• Do not close the flue until you are sure the fire is out. If the 

fire is not out and you close the flue you risk buildup of smoke 
and carbon monoxide in your home. 

‘Tis the season to enjoy time in front of the fireplace, however, there are risks involved with burning a fire 
in the house. There is inherent risks, especially since fireplace and wood stove heating represents more 
than one-third of all home heating fires.                                 Photo couresty of WikiPedia.org

December is Drugged, Drunk, Driving Prevention Month
By the Army Substance Abuse Program

The Army Substance Abuse Program would like to remind 
you about 3D Month—Drugged, Drunk, Driving Prevention 
Month. This annual campaign cautions you to take extra care 
during the hectic and, sometimes, frenzied activities throughout 
December.   

The holidays are here and, with all the preparations and 
celebrations, we may drink more than we normally do. With the 
additional intake of alcohol, we must remember how alcohol 
can impair us.  

Do not drink on an empty stomach. Drink one standard 
drink per hour, 1 oz. per drink, and no more than two-to-three 

drinks a day. 
These are low risk guidelines and should not present any 

problems.  If you are ill and on medication, do not drink alcohol 
in conjunction with your medication because you may find 
yourself run down and tired, and impairment may increase under 
these circumstances.  

Remember alcohol is a depressant—it slows you down. 
Do not talk on a phone while driving at any time. If alcohol 

is in your system your responses are diminished, so you do not 
need additional distraction. 

Please remember you are not the only people on the road.  
There are others out there who are drinking. Be alert. If you 

intend to drink, please plan on a designated driver. 

If you are having a party at home, you are responsible for your 
guests. Have someone tending bar who measures the amount of 
alcohol in a drink, do not leave this up to your guests.  

Have plenty of food and non-alcoholic beverages available.  
Do not let anyone drive after drinking if you believe they 

have had too much.  
Have safe transportation available or plan on having house 

guests for the night. You also can be charged if a guest has an 
accident.  

The ASAP office presents 3D Month to you because it is its 
job and commitment to give you information that keeps you safe 
to enjoy a wonderful holiday season and to be sure of a happy 
New Year.
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Another milestone complete for Class of 2014
More than 1,000 firsties receive their branch insignia during Branch Night
Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The Class of 2014 assembled in Eisenhower 
Hall Theatre Nov. 21 to experience one of the 
most anticipated milestones in the life of a U.S. 
Military Academy cadet. 

For more than 1,000 firsties, the future was 
literally in their hands on Branch Night. 

“As I held the envelope above my head, 
all I could think of was all of the work I’ve put 
in the past four and a half years—Prep School 
included—to be able to get this branch,” Class 
of 2014 Cadet Daniel Sprouse said. “I was 
nervous, but more anxious than I’ve ever felt 
in my life.”

Excitement intensifies as they wait for the 
entire class to receive envelopes and then for the 
command to open them. In those few minutes 
prior, cadets try desperately to feel or see the 
branch insignia inside. Sprouse was hoping to 
branch Infantry and committed to an additional 
three years of service to make that happen.

“I violently opened the envelope with 
my hands shaking, and before I could open 
the card all of the way I saw a glimpse of the 
crossed rifles,” Sprouse said. “(I) jumped up in 
the air, caught by my friend who got the same 
thing, yelling at the top of our lungs, envelope 
squeezed in hand and accidently ripped the card 

in excitement.”
The new branching program at the academy 

seeks to align cadet talents with what the 
individual branches require of its junior officers. 
Even though Sprouse’s ranking in the Order of 
Merit List alone could have prevented him from 
branching Infantry, it improved through the 
comprehensive talent assessment.  Sprouse is a 
company commander, has competed in Judo and 
Boxing and leads the Scoutmasters’ Council.

“I was about 50/50 on if I was going to get 
it,” he said. “However, all my attributes and 
activities matched exactly what the Army said 
they wanted in an Infantry officer.”

Branch education emphasizes that there are 
no bad choices among the 16 commissionable 
branches, and that it is more about meeting the 
needs of the Army over personal desire.

“We will all be members of the profession 
of arms charged with the honor and privilege 
of leading America’s sons and daughters,” First 
Captain Lindsey Danilack said. 

Commandant of the Corps of Cadets Brig. 
Gen. Richard Clarke said it is about having a 
“Soldiers first” mentality and that their legacy 
will be not be defined by a branch, but by being 
an American Soldier.

“What you have to remember is that the 
strength of the United States Army lies in the 
Soldiers of each and every branch,” Clarke 

said. “Every branch is filled with great officers, 
non-commissioned officers and Soldiers—part 

of a combined arms team that is the envy of 
the world.”

It’s an intense moment of anticipation for Class of 2014 Cadet Daniel Sprouse  
(center) and more than 1,000 firsties Nov. 21 on Branch Night at Eisenhower 
Hall Theatre as they await the command to open their envelopes and see which 
branch they will commission into this May upon graduation.

Beginning with the first recipient from 
the Class of 1923, 94 U.S. Military Academy 
graduates have earned Rhodes scholarships 
(including three international cadets). 

West Point is ranked fifth in the nation for 
American Rhodes scholars behind Harvard, 
Yale, Princeton and Stanford. 

Navy has 46 American Rhodes scholars 
and Air Force has 38.

Since its first from the Class of 1983, 
West Point has had 36 Marshall scholars. 
West Point is ranked seventh in the nation for 
Marshall scholars behind Harvard, Princeton, 
Yale, Stanford, MIT and Brown. 

Navy has 27 Marshall scholars and Air 
Force has 15.

Also, the U.S.  Military Academy began 
competing for the Truman scholarship with 
the Class of 1993. 

Both Mauldin and Nasir were named 
Truman scholars last year, becoming West 
Point’s 32nd and 33rd Truman Scholars.

USMA
Scholars

Info

be a Soldier-diplomat in the U.S. Army by interacting with some 
of the brightest young people from the U.S. and around the 
world,” Nasir said. “This scholarship will continue to reinforce 
my commitment to public service through the military and other 
pursuits as well.”

The scholarship covers the cost of tuition, books, travel and 
living expenses while in England. 

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the Marshall 
scholarship, which is given by the British Parliament as a national 
gesture to the people of the United States for aid received after 
World War II under the Marshall Plan.

Class of 2014 Cadets Calla Glavin of Birmingham, Mich., and 
Erin Mauldin of Albuquerque, N.M., have been selected among 
the 32 U.S. Rhodes scholarship awardees for 2013.

Glavin, who majors in mathematical sciences, is the cadet 
brigade headquarters company commander, editor-in-chief of 
the West Point cadet newspaper, Pass in Review, and is the 
goalkeeper on the Women’s Lacrosse team. 

The president of the Society of Women Engineers and 
a mentor for Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Glavin developed a 
mathematical model for a novel method of nanofiber formation 
for use in wound healing as a student researcher at the disease 
biophysics group at Harvard University. 

She intends to earn a Master of Science in applied statistics 
at the University of Oxford.

“This scholarship gives me the opportunity to go more in-
depth with mathematics and how to leverage statistics in the field 
of military intelligence,” Glavin, a future Military Intelligence 
officer, said. 

She hopes to use her experiences to help the city of Detroit 
after the military to decrease crime and make it a better place 
to invest, help improve social issues, poverty and economic 
development.

Mauldin, an international history major and Truman scholar, is a regimental 
commander, ranks first academically in her class, and is second in academics, 
military leadership and athletics combined. 

She has competed on the Sandhurst team, is co-captain of the academy 
Crossfit Club and is the only non-French woman ever to graduate from the 
French Commando School.

She also volunteers to provide support to local students near West Point. 
As a result of her efforts and environmental interests, the Corps of Cadets 
implemented a new waste management system. She also helped to develop a 
biogas digester project in Uganda.

She plans to earn a Master of Science in nature, science and environmental 
policy at the University of Oxford.

“I am humbled and honored by the opportunity to be a part of the Rhodes 
community,” Mauldin said. “Calla and I would not have been successful were 
it not for the support of the other Rhodes finalists this past week and all of our 
classmates who have been in this together for over a year. I am excited by the 
opportunity to delve deeply into my studies and broaden my perspective with 
a passionate and creative cohort at Oxford next year.”

Class of 2014 Cadets Calla Glavin and Erin Mauldin.
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BLASTING OFF

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Lt. Gen. Joseph Anderson, commanding general of the XVIII 
Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, N.C., and a 1981 graduate of 
the U.S. Military Academy, visited West Point Nov. 21, attended 
classes and lectured the Class of 2014 in Robinson Auditorium.

Anderson participated and spoke with the Class of 2017 in 
Maj. Mike Erwin’s PL100, General Psychology for Leaders 
class. The subject for this class was prejudice, discrimination 
and stereotyping. In keeping with the subject matter, Anderson 
spoke to the class about women and combat.

“How do you think we got to where women are going into 
combat arms,” Anderson asked. “How do we think we got to 
where we are today?

 “This is a modular Army, and an all-volunteer Army, but it’s 
more because they (women) proved they are capable,” he said.

Anderson explained that having a modular Army means 
a Soldier will not necessarily deploy with the unit they were 
assigned.

 “You’re taken from someplace or unit—of whatever 
size, company, detachment or brigade—so now you have an 
asymmetric battlefi eld,” Anderson said. “You have people all 
over the place.  So now there is no front line, so all of a sudden 
you had women in engineering, in artillery and as military police.

“I had an MP detachment from Fort Bragg, N.C.,” Anderson 
added. “One was a female. She was tough, capable and qualifi ed, 
and she taught me a lot.  I was in the Army 20-plus years before I 
had a woman in my formation. You’re brought up in an all-male 
society, and now you have to make that adjustment that will 
require you to readjust your head.”

Anderson asked the class, both male and female cadets, about 
what they think about women leading an Infantry battalion.

 “How do you think Soldiers underneath her will respond,” 
Anderson asked. “She will have to prove herself, lead by example 
and follow those leadership principles of not asking someone to 
do something you won’t do.”

Anderson spoke about how male Soldiers think about women 
as Soldiers and asked cadets what differences they see. One 
male cadet said that emotions are different, while another said 

New challenges await West Point graduates
Fort Bragg’s commanding general spoke on women in combat, terrorism and a modular Army

Lt. Gen. Joseph Anderson, XVIII Airborne Corps and 
Fort Bragg commanding general, spoke with cadets 
in two forums Nov. 21.
hormones are also different.

“How do you take care of yourself in the fi eld? Let’s say you 
are in an Infantry platoon. There are solar showers, or you are 
in the jungle, what do you think you do in the jungle? You get 
naked and get in the stream,” Anderson said, elliciting laughter 
in the classroom.

Other possible issues with women Anderson spoke about 
was the possibility of another Soldier getting close to a female 
or attached to her, and if a situation gets dangerous, will that be 

a distraction? 
“It’s a real issue,” Anderson said.  
Later that afternoon, Anderson spoke to the Class of 2014 at 

Robinson Auditorium about what to expect when they face the 
Army of the future.

“You are going to be second lieutenants and you have to 
know the big picture, and I want you to know what you want to 
know about the Army,” Anderson said. “Understand what you 
are going to see in the Army. It is criminals, it is terrorism and 
it is corruption. The fi ght will be transitional and the threat is 
migratory.”

 Anderson said it might start with the Muslim brotherhood in 
Libya and Egypt and start to spread, which is what he is seeing 
now in Syria. 

“Understand what you are going to see is important to you,” 
he said. “You will see terrorism; the rise in power of failing states 
will always be an issue. Resources are going to be challenging 
for every country out there. It is important for you to see what is 
going on.  Understand what you are going to walk into politically 
through sequestration, which you will probably see for the fi rst 
couple of years of your lieutenancy.”

 Anderson said that there will be other confl icts and the way 
the Army fi ghts will be different. 

There is going to be increased disparity in many countries. 
And how the Army fi ghts in that country depends on what kind 
of outfi t a Soldier is in. It will be a small force, attack, defense 
and support operations.

“You won’t just be putting down insurgency, like what 
we have been doing in Iraq and Afghanistan these last 12 
years,” Anderson said. “Many brigades will be associated with 
geography, you understand languages, and you understand 
cultures, geography and association of forces that could be in 
Africa, Europe or the Pacifi c.”

Anderson said despite sequestrations, it is the offi cer’s duty 
to keep his or her head above all of that and take care of his or 
her people, which will impact resources.  

“Depending on what division you go to, when you graduate 
here, not everyone will be funded, equipped or trained at the same 
level based on what your forecasted mission is, career rotations 
and the global response force,” Anderson said.

Dec. 12 on Daly Field
4:30 PM: Men’s Goat-Engineer Game
5:20 PM: Women’s Goat-Engineer Game

6:45 PM: Spirit Rally begins; Marathon 
    Team departs with game ball;  
    Army Football team remarks
7:15 PM: Lighting of bonfi re
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Bowling: The West Point Bowling team competed in its last 
conference match for the 2013-14 season Nov. 23 in Oakland, 
N.J. 

Out of 12 teams in the league, the A team finished eighth 
and the B team finished 10th. Two rookies finished with high 
individual averages: Class of 2016 Cadet John Tazioli (176 
average) and Class of 2017 Cadet David Trate (171 average). 
Tazioli also contributed the highest number of individual points 
to the team at 6.5 points, followed closely by fellow classmate 
and rookie Class of 2016 Cadet Louis Kappner at 6 points. 

Men’s Boxing: Three West Point boxers fought in the 
New York Athletic Club event Nov. 25. The Arthur Mercante 
National Collegiate Boxing Invitational also featured boxers 
from the U.S. Air Force Academy, the University of Nevada 
and U.S. Naval Academy. Class of 2016 Cadet Alan Alvarado 
defeated his opponent in the second round. Class of 2014 Cadet 
Gavin Chapman sustained a deep cut on his upper lip midway 
through the first round and the ref called the fight. Class of 
2014 Cadet Artem Boyev defeated his opponent after three 
hard-fought rounds.

Women’s Boxing: Six members of the Women’s Boxing 
team traveled to Los Angeles Nov. 21-24, to participate in the 
Rivals in the Ring competition. The event was hosted by the Los 
Angeles Athletic Club and Espada Boxing and featured collegiate 
boxers from several colleges. Class of 2014 Cadets Kelsey 
Smith and Megan Coley represented West Point extremely well 
in their bouts. Smith, team captain, fought three rounds but lost 
by officials’ decision and Coley defeated her opponent, Rachel 
Luba of UCLA. 

During the intermission, a branching ceremony was 
conducted for Smith and Coley. Capt. Victor Shen, USMA Class 
of 2006, and Capt. Ann Ayers, Class of 2008, presented them 
with their branching envelopes. There were several other West 
Point graduates in attendance to support the competition event 
and the ceremony. 

The team conducted a training session Nov. 23 with Coach 

See CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE, Page 6

Jackie Atkins at the athletic club. Later that day, the team was 
hosted for lunch by the West Point Society of Los Angeles with 
USMA graduates Charlie Tennant (Class of 1958), Matt Dehaven 
(Class of 1981) and Steven Henao-Escobar (Class of 2011) in 
attendance. 

Pistol: The Pistol team hosted Yale and MIT at Tronsrue 
Marksmanship Center Nov. 22-23 for an intercollegiate pistol 
match. West Point won the match with a three-aggregate score 
of 6,304 to MIT’s 6,096. Yale only competed in two events to 
achieve a score of 3,828. 

West Point won the Air Pistol event with a four-person team 
score of 2,185. MIT was second with a 2,132 and Yale was third 
with a 2,004.

Class of 2016 Cadet Anthony Veith had the match high score 
of 552 out of a possible 600. Class of 2014 Cadets Jacob Hayes 
and Shane Greene were second and third, respectively, with 
scores of 547 and 546. West Point won the Free Pistol event with 
a team score of 1,993 to MIT’s 1,879. Yale did not compete in 
Free Pistol. Hayes had the match high score of 524. MIT’s Nico 
Fine was second with a 500 and Greene was third with a 498. 

West Point won the final event, Standard Pistol, with a team 
score of 2,126. MIT was second with a 2085 and Yale was third 
with a 1,824. Class of 2014 Cadet Garrett Kennedy had the match 
high score of 539. MIT’s Jackie Wu was second with a 536 and 
MIT’s Jennifer Hsu shot a 534 for third place. Class of 2017 
Cadet Dashiell Andrews shot a 531 and Class of 2014 Cadet 
Jacob Hayes shot a 529. Completing the four-person scoring team 
for West Point was Shane Greene who shot a 527. West Point’s 
next pistol match is Jan. 17-18 in Charleston, S.C., versus The 
Citadel and Coast Guard Academy.  

Judo: The West Point Judo team recently participated in 
three tournaments: the Dallas Invitational (D Level Event), the 
President’s Cup (C Level Event) and the first USA Judo sponsored 
Military and Police Championships. 

The team currently has four athletes who’ve joined the USA 
Judo roster: Class of 2016 Cadet Carly Patton and Class of 2014 
Cadet Richard Mendoza as C level competitors; and Class of 2014 
Cadets Stephen Patten, and Pat Diehl as D level competitors. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Sara Roberts placed first in Dallas 
Novice, third at President’s Cup, first in Military and Police 
Championships. Patton placed second in President’s Cup and 
Mendoza placed third in President’s Cup and was named National 
Military and Police Champion. Patten placed third in Dallas, 
fifth in President’s Cup and third in MPC. Diehl placed fifth in 
President’s Cup and first in MPC. Class of 2014 Cadets Carson 
Giammaria and Mike Miranda placed first and third in MPC, 
respectively.  

Orienteering: The West Point Orienteering team traveled 
across the river to Peekskill’s Blue Mountain Reservation to 
compete in a Hudson Valley Orienteering Club local meet and 
JROTC Orienteering Championships. Class of 2017 Cadet Todd 
House and Class of 2016 Cadet Josh Allyn finished in first place 
while Class of 2014 Cadet Charles Whitaker placed third in their 
respective competition levels. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Cody Stamm coordinated to have cadets 
assist the event director by instructing the beginner competitors 
in the basic skills of orienteering including, operating registration 
for more than 400 competitors, and placing controls for the 
competition courses. By helping HVO run this competition 
smoothly, the team built civilian relations while also providing 
leadership for prospective JROTC cadets.

Model United Nations: The West Point Model United 
Nations team traveled to Philadelphia Nov. 11 to participate in 
the University of Pennsylvania Model UN Conference. This is 
the largest and most competitive Model UN conference of the 
fall semester, with almost 1,300 student delegates representing 

dozens of top-tier schools. As a result of their outstanding 
performance, the West Point Model UN team was awarded Best 
Small Delegation, the top award for the category in which they 
competed, soundly defeating a number of other schools, including 
the U.S. Naval Academy. The cadets who received awards for 
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CADET ACTIVITIES, cont’d from Page 5

their performance at the conference. The awardees were:  
Best Delegate (first place): Class of 2014 Cadet Brandon 

Moore, Class of 2014 Cadet John Worthington and Class of 
2017 Cadet Sneha Singh; Outstanding Delegate (second place): 
Class of 2014 Cadet Patrick Brown, Class of 2016 Cadet David 
Grossman, Class of 2015 Cadet Patrick Beauregard and Class 
of 2016 Cadet Jesse Nelson; Honorable Mention (third place): 
Class of 2014 Cadet Warren Geary; Verbal Commendation 
(fourth place): Class of 2017 Cadet Jack Bagdadi. The following 
cadets were also integral to the team’s success: Class of 2014 
Cadet Claire Williams, Class of 2015 Cadets Jason Lally and 

Richard Vince. 
 
Powerlifting: The Powerlifting team hosted its annual 

Army-Navy Powerlifting Meet at Arvin Gymnasium Nov. 23.
The Navy Powerlifting team came into the meet with high 

expectations after revamping their program in the past year. 
These expectations appeared to be met with multiple Navy lifters 
taking early leads. However, the Army team kept its composure 
and continued to fight. 

Veteran lifters from all weight classes on the Army team 
stepped up and put up some huge numbers to secure a close win 
for West Point. Class of 2014 Cadet Sidney Blecher, at a body 
weight of 145 lbs. came in first in his weight class with a 455-
lb. squat, a 345-lb. bench press and 455-lb. dead-lift. Assistant 
Captain Class of 2014 Cadet Anthony Rombold at a body weight 
of 163 lbs., squatted 455 lbs., benched 330 lbs. and dead-lifted 
525lbs., taking second in his weight class. Finally, Firstie team 
captain, Adam Rubalcaba, at a body weight of 218 lbs., squatted 
600 lbs., benched 440 lbs. and dead-lifted 625 lbs., taking first in 
his weight class and solidifying the Army win. This narrow win 
over Navy adds to the Army Powerlifting team’s win streak in 
the match-up, making it 12 straight victories in a row.

Parachute team: During Thanksgiving break, the parachute 
team’s Junior class left for Marana, Ariz., and conducted 108 
jumps in the span of three days. The team conducted joint 
skydiving training with Air Force’s Wings of Blue. The team’s 
time consisted of three days of intense formation training with 
its Air Force counterparts. Cadets learned immensely from the 

guidance of the WOB coaches and members. 
The Army four-way team split up and completed skydiving 

block formations with members of the senior Air Force four-
way team. Other members who attended worked on two-way 
and increased their skydiving knowledge and competence. The 
experience was invaluable and the training value was unlike 
anything they experienced as juniors. 
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Story and photos by Maj. Matt Cavanaugh
Defense and Strategic Studies Program

The turnout was high and the audience was focused on the 
straight talk and lessons on war provided by former Army Vice 
Chief of Staff retired Gen. Jack Keane.

The Department of Military Instruction’s Defense and  
Strategic Studies Program hosted Keane on the topic of the Iraq 
War surge Nov. 25 in Washington Hall.

The “surge strategy” in Iraq has received a great deal of 
attention, and is a significant feature in the DS470: Military 
Strategy course.  

Retiring in 2006, Keane was instrumental in changing what 
he called a “short-war strategy.” His involvement in the Iraq 
War has been a contentious topic in the profession about how 
influential retired military officers ought to remain. 

Moreover, Keane is on the record telling President George 
W. Bush, “Don’t let people tell you that this is going to break 
the back of the Army and the Marine Corps, because it will not.  
These forces are available. We can extend tours.”  

This comment raises an important question for today’s all-
volunteer force: What is the limit? Is there a “red line” for the 

use of ground forces?  What is the breaking point?
By all accounts, the 115 cadets that attended enjoyed the 

lecture and discussion.  
“It was a very thought-provoking talk on the War on Terror 

and the decision for the surge (in Iraq),” Class of 2014 Cadet 
Danny Freeman said.  

U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Jack Gendron, Class of 2015, 
echoed and augmented Freeman’s comments. 

 “Gen. Keane’s visit was a great opportunity on two fronts,” 
Gendron said. “He provided much insight into the fascinating 
world of strategy making at the highest levels and, more 
importantly for us cadets, he exemplified how to be a honest, 
hard hitting officer filled with conviction and dedication to the 
mission.”

After the cadet session wrapped up, Keane spoke at a smaller 
faculty-only colloquium on current threats to American national 
interests.  

“The value can’t be calculated—someone like Gen. Keane 
who is blunt, honest and very direct with a first-person, inside 
perspective,” Maj. Jon Fursman, DSS Program deputy, said.  
“Strategy is not a pretty process and he certainly shared that 
lesson in spades.”

Iraq surge “architect” talks strategy with DSS faculty
Retired Gen. Jack Keane offers valuable lessons, raises questions to more than 100 cadets

Former Army Vice Chief of Staff retired Gen. Jack 
Keane talks with a Defense and Strategic Studies 
cadet following his discussion on his role in the Iraq 
surge to an audience of 115 cadets in Washington 
Hall Nov. 25.

Former Army Vice Chief of Staff retired Gen. Jack Keane heads a discussion with faculty and staff from 
the Department of Military Instruction and Defense and Strategic Studies. 

Movement of 
MPD, ID Cards

The Military Personnel Division will be closed Dec. 12-13 
and will be moving to 654 Eichelberger Rd. (second floor) 
effective Dec. 16.  Bldg. 622 will be undergoing renovations 
beginning Dec. 16 and the ID Card section will be working 
in rooms 151 and 152 in Bldg. 622 until renovations are 
complete.
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Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Cadets have many opportunities to 
demonstrate their creativity, which was apparent 
Nov. 18 when the Department of English and 
Philosophy and the Cadet Fine Arts Forum 
presented the annual Night of the Arts event. 

Participants listened to a cadet pianist 
playing classical music, cadets singing songs of 
Broadway, reciting original poetry and viewing 
photography, paintings and drawings.

Some of the artwork presented at Eisenhower 
Hall was also displayed during the Night of the 
Arts event. 

The difference is the artwork displayed at 
Eisenhower Hall has all been published in the 
Circle in the Spiral, West Point’s literary journal, 
for the May 2013 issue. 

The annual magazine is now in its 23rd 
year of publication and is designed to display 
cadet talent in the arts: writing, drawing and 
photography.

The current edition includes submissions 
from 103 cadets from more than 800 pieces 
originally submitted.

One cadet, who loves poetry and writes as 
much as she can, said she was very happy she 
made the publication. 

“I was so excited, I love writing poetry,” 
Class of 2016 Cadet Alaura Walz said. “I’ve 
submitted some poetry to other venues, but 
haven’t been published yet.”

Participants were asked to mark down the 
one piece they liked best, which the Directorate 
of Cadet Activities will collect and decide on 
three pieces that will permanently reside at 
Eisenhower Hall.

Cadets show their creativity at Night of the Arts

A cadet art exhibit featured all the art and poetry submitted to the Circle in the 
Spiral, an annual West Point literary journal. Three pieces of art work chosen 
by participants will go on permanent display at Eisenhower Hall.

Respectfully speaking
The West Point Elementary and Middle School students kicked off the 
Character Counts campaign with a new event called the “March for Respect.” 
The schools focused on the six pillars of character daily through guidance 
lessons and levels of responsibility behavior expectations. The march was 
a way for each school to bring all of the students together to recognize the 
importance of kindness and respect. The walk for the Middle School was 
scheduled Nov. 5 and Nov. 13 for the Elementary School. Both schools were 
excited to include cadets in the effort to promote respect among students. 
During their march, students visited six stations, each focusing on one of 
the pillars of character—Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, 
Caring and Citizenship. An activity at each station was led by a cadet. Prior 
to the march, cadets spent time in the classrooms and at lunch to develop 
a rapport with the students. A discussion on respect was led by a cadet in 
each classroom.                     courtesy Photo
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Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

With just three weeks until the Army-Navy game, 
the Corps of Cadets launched a pre-emptive 
strike on the midshipmen Nov. 23 at the 4th 

annual Army-Navy Brigade Championships.
The U.S. Military Academy hosted four teams from the 

U.S. Naval Academy and cadets swept the midshipmen in 
basketball, ultimate Frisbee, flag football and soccer to claim 
the championship trophy for the first time since the games 
began in 2010. 

The Company F-2 team earned a win over Navy in ultimate 
Frisbee, 20-1. Class of 2014 Cadet Michael Richardson said 
the team played flawlessly for the easy win over Navy. Their 
success had much to do with a tough slate of playoff games 
at the end of the season. 

“Though the Navy team was without a doubt very athletic, 
our team faced much tougher competition from within 
the Corps of Cadets and even within Second Regiment,” 
Richardson said. 

Richardson said this was the third year the company has 
participated in the series and Co. F-2 was glad to contribute 
to the overall win. 

Cadets sweep middies to claim first
Army-Navy Brigade Championships 

(Above) The Company G-1 soccer team bested the team from the U.S. Naval 
Academy, 2-1, Nov. 23 to contribute in the overall win for the Corps of Cadets 
at the 4th annual Army-Navy Brigade Championships. (Right) Class if 2014 
Cadet Teminiro E-nunu helped the Co. E-1 team in their comeback win over 
Navy inside Arvin Gymnasium. They won 49-45.

Members of the Corps of Cadets get their hands on 
the Army-Navy Brigade Championships trophy for 
the first time in the four-year history of the games.

“I’m glad to see the trophy at West Point for the first time, 
and our team is proud to be a part of its legacy,” Richardson 
said. “I think each of the four teams cherished the opportunity 
to represent the academy, and it showed on the scoreboards 
at the end of the day.” 

In soccer, Co. G-1 defeated the midshipmen, 2-1, and C-1 
bested Navy, 32-12, in flag football. Co. E-1 recovered from 
a weak first half to win, 49-45, in basketball.

“It was a really hard-fought game,” Class of 2014 Cadet 
Teminiro E-nunu said about the comeback win for Co. E-1. 

Col. Gregory Daniels, head of the Department of Physical 
Education, presented the trophy to the cadets at the end of the 
soccer game on Daly Field and thanked the midshipmen for 
continuing this tradition between the academies. 

“At the end of the day, we’re all on the same team … and 
it really was an honor and a privilege to watch you all compete 
today,” Daniels said.

A photo set from the brigade championships is available on 
the USMA Flickr site at www.flickr.com/photos/west_point/
sets/72157638011845916/.

An article about the brigade finals, which determined 
the teams that competed in the championships, is available 
at www.usma.edu/news/SitePages/2013%20Brigade%20
Finals.aspx.
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Dean of the Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor, portraying the president, delivers an 
address to the cadets who were representing members of Congress, lobbyists and the headline-
hunting media. The graded simulation exercise places cadets enrolled in the American Politics 
course  in these various roles to see how they interact and use political capital while trying to 
pass a comprehensive energy bill. 

From jaded 
to graded

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Roughly 550 cadets entered the simulation exercise with a fair share of 
negative opinions about the way Congress and the government works. After 
a few hours of role-playing, the perspectives didn’t change much, but they 
could empathize.

Each semester cadets studying American Politics in the Department 
of Social Sciences participate in the Congressional SIMEX. In one of 
four sessions they take on 
the roles of senators and 
representat ives of  both 
parties, presidential aides, 
lobbyists and journalists. If 
it sounds like fun, it isn’t. In 
the course of a few hours, 
the exercise runs the gamut 
of congressional activities—
from party caucuses, a press 
conference, floor debate and 
amendment voting. 

Class of 2016 Cadet 
Jasmine Lamb was trying her 
best to be a strong  speaker 
of the house—a position that 
wields much power.

“I don’t really feel in 
control right now, but only 
because this is the first time 
I’ve done this,” she said. “I’m 
kind of getting the hang of 
it though and learning how 
difficult the position is—it’s 
like a great, big compromise.”

The SIMEX is designed 
so that interests between 
parties and houses aren’t 
al igned and confl ict  is 
inevitable.

“It requires them to make 
compromises, build alliances and create value and that’s really how we ask 
them to succeed in this SIMEX,” Capt. Michael Harrison, American Politics 
instructor, said.

Preparation is key to this success and the SIMEX is actually the culmination 
of six weeks of instruction. Harrison said it’s obvious which cadets enter the 
SIMEX well-prepared because they understand how the rules work and how 
to negotiate the available options.

“Those who don’t prepare usually fall flat on their faces,” Harrison said. “I 
think it really drives home the fact that knowledge is power. The people who 
succeeded had more information and knew how to use it in certain situations.”

Lamb said she felt prepared heading into the SIMEX but it wasn’t enough.
“It’s more about having confidence in myself and not always second-

guessing myself,” she said. “I’ve prepared myself for this and I have great 
leadership working with me. I just need to make sure I have the confidence 
to get everything done.”

C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
SIMEX gives cadets 
“real feel” of politics

The speaker of the house, Class of 2016 Ed Woodruff (left), gets a 
stern glare from a fellow party member. Interests collide and conflict 
heightens during the Department of Social Sciences Congressional 
Simulation Exercise.

Political capital exchanges hands frequently during the 
Congressional Simulation Exercise. The cadets are graded on 
the SIMEX based on the outcome of the bill and the political 
capital they’ve acquired.

During the first iteration, the cadets were able to agree on a far right-leaning 
bill which was vetoed by the president, and couldn’t be overridden due to lack 
of votes. No two sessions are ever the same, Harrison said. Sometimes a press 
conference will include the entire Congress and even lobbyists in attendance.  
Another could be more informal between party leadership and the press pool.

“It’s very flexible in how it goes each time and depends greatly on the 
leadership style of those in charge and, again, their preparation,” Harrison said.

Harrison said cadets will struggle to balance their own interests with what’s 
important to who they are representing—whether it is the media serving the 
public, presidential aides serving the executive office or congressmen who 
serve their states.

“One of the central questions we ask in this course is how can we craft an 
environment in which cadets can learn and retain knowledge, and how can we 

challenge them and challenge their assumptions,” Harrison said. “Within the SIMEX, they can feel what it is like in 
politics—they feel the conflict and feel all the different responsibilities.

“This puts cadets in an environment they’re not used to, and it really becomes a no-win situation because within 
the framework of the SIMEX there can be no true solution,” he added. “So they have to figure out how to grapple with 
that and figure out how to succeed within that ambiguous environment.”

Harrison said the department moved away from the previous SIMEX topic of immigration reform to focus on 
energy since that has become a key issue in the Army and at West Point.

“The question they’ve had to examine over the last six weeks or so is what does America’s energy policy look like 
and how do we secure our nation’s energy future,” Harrison said. “So they have to look at different options and we 
try to dig deep into the policy issues.”

Every semester, the SOSH instructors invite experts to observe the proceedings and offer insight to cadets. During 
one session, Jason Brodoff and David Sandalow from Columbia University’s Center for Global Energy Policy were in 
attendance. Another group of cadets heard from a former commandant of cadets, Maj. Gen. William Rapp, who now 
serves as the Army’s chief legislative liaison. 

Photos from this semester’s SIMEX are available on the USMA Flickr site.
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff  Writer

 West Point celebrated National American Indian Heritage Month Nov. 20 at the 
Riverside Café in Eisenhower Hall, with the help of the Redhawk Dance Troupe and 
the Redhawk Native American Arts Council, U.S. Military Academy and U.S. Corps 
of Cadets Equal Opportunity Offices, the Simon Center for the Professional Military 
Ethic and the Corps of Cadets Respect Staff.

This year’s theme was “Guiding our Destiny with Heritage and Tradition.”
The Redhawk Dance Troupe performed native dances with just the beat of a drum 

for accompaniment and narration by Cliff Matias, cultural director of the Redhawk 
Native American Arts Council, who told of the history of the dance. 

West Point Elementary and Middle Schools displayed the Native American crafts 
students created, along with crafts from the West Point-Town of Highlands Cub Scout 
Pack 23, Tiger Den 1. The crafts included dream catchers and Native American picture 
writing. Children and adults alike enjoyed crafts in bead working or making teepees as 
they went from one table to create a bead necklace or bracelet to another table to take 
crayons to draw pictures of teepees and other Native American items.

The Redhawk Dance Troupe is busy in November, providing education and 
ceremonial events to communities.

“During the year, we are invited to go to schools for activities, retirement homes 
or corporation events,” Raven Matias, one of dancers, said. “This month, however, has 
been non-stop. The backbone of our culture is in oral traditions. Few learn about our 
culture in written history.”

Cliff Matias spoke about November as the month that celebrates Thanksgiving, a 
holiday traditionally  celebrated with family gatherings, a large meal and giving thanks. 
However, Native Americans do not celebrate the holiday.

“For the Wampanoag Indians, who saw the pilgrims coming here, they may have 
a different memory,” Matias said. “We give thanks for the sun, moon, the seasons and 
the solstices, or the changing of the seasons.”

Each dance the Redhawk Dance troupe performed told a different story. Raven 
Matias performed the Iroquois War Dance. Other performances included the Fancy 
Shaw Dance, which tells the story of a butterfly, and the Men’s Fancy Dance, where 
the dancer mimics a horse. 

“We believe the earth is a woman,” Matias said, describing the Women’s Traditional 
Dance. “They dance to the beat of the drum. The drum is the heartbeat of the earth. The 
up and down motions of the dance show the relationship with women and the earth.”

The Native American Heritage Forum, a cadet club, was also represented at the event.
“The club goal is to educate the Corps of Cadets about their Native American 

cultures,” Class of 2014 Cadet Phillip Corbins said. “These events give us the opportunity 
to learn of (other) Native American cultures and provide outreach efforts.”

Class of 2013 Cadet Marquis Morris said he enjoyed the performance of Native 
American cultures through dance.

“We will need to understand the people we will be working with,” Morris said. “The 
Native Americans have had a profound history in our nation.”

Native American heritage celebrated at West Point

Lady Smallboy 
Canadian Cree 
Native American 
performs the 
F a n c y  S h a w 
Dance that tells 
the story of the 
butterfly at the 
annual National  
A m e r i c a n 
Indian Heritage 
Festival Nov. 20 
at Eisenhower 
H a l l .  L a d y  
S m a l l b o y  i s 
a member of 
the Redhawk 
Dance Troupe 
who performed 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
Native American 
dances.

Wayahsti Richardson, a member of the Redhawk Dance Troupe, performs the men’s fancy 
dance that mimics a horse in action at the annual National American Indian Heritage 
Month festival Nov. 20 at Eisenhower Hall. November was declared Native American 
Month to honor the rich cultures of the first Americans.
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WKDT cadets 
tour ABC studios
Cadets from the WKDT Radio Club 
toured the ABC-NY Broadcast 
Center in New York City, Nov. 15. 
The tour showed the cadets all the 
background, behind-the-scenes 
action that takes place to get a single 
show on the air. Cadets viewed 
the graphics making process, the 
central switching control room—
which controls every ABC program 
in the country—editing rooms and 
even had time to be on the set of 
“The Chew.” Cadets received a 
better understanding of broadcast 
operations and management, and 
how leadership and teamwork in the 
military can translate to the world of 
television.          
        Photo by sgt. chris camacho/usma Pao

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Eric Alexander has led an exciting and 
sometimes dangerous life as an adventurer; and 
he spoke about that life to the Class of 2016 about 
trust, faith and courage Nov. 18.

Alexander has written about his adventures in 
mountain climbing, skiing, leading the disabled, 
including blind friend Eric Weihenmayer, who 
climbed with him up Mount Everest in 2001, in 
his book “The Summit.”

The climb up Mount Everest was the first time 
a blind climber made it to the summit and was one 
of many adventure trips Weihenmayer took with 
Alexander, including climbing up and skiing down 
Mount Elbrus, the highest peak in the Caucasus 
Mountains in Russia.

“I would get behind Eric to direct him with 
his turns while skiing,” Alexander said. “I would 
say turn left, turn right slowly and after awhile, 
it became more advanced. Sometimes I made 
mistakes; I’ve led him into trees, strangers and 
friends. It takes teamwork and that kind of trust.”

Alexander told the audience that mistakes 
are going to happen, but to use it as a learning 
experience and focus on the goal instead of the 
mistake. He has climbed the highest summits and 
some have been rough going, and once, he nearly 
lost his life after 150-foot fall on Mount Ama 
Dablam in the Himalayas. Below him was 600 
feet of solid ground.

“I hit some rocks on the way down, but I didn’t 
break any bones,” he said. “I landed on a small cliff 
no bigger than this podium and my teammates are 
looking down at me waving and they helped me 
back up the mountain.”

After the fall, Alexander was able to get to base 
camp and was placed in a Gamow Bag, which is 
a type of body bag that duplicates lower altitude 
climate.

“It didn’t work,” Alexander said. “I ended 

up having to be air lifted to a hospital and spent 
eight months fighting pneumonia due to acquiring 
altitude-induced pulmonary edema.”

Alexander also lost confidence in himself and 
was unsure if he could continue to climb or ski, 
much less leading people up a mountain.

“Here I am leading people up a mountain and 
I take a fall like that,” he said. “I wondered if my 
teammates would be able to trust me again.” 

Another tragic event reinforced the attack on 
his confidence and his courage. 

“One of my skiing teammates went missing 
one night on a ski trip,” Alexander said. “He 
went snowboarding alone one night along some 
treacherous terrain. We went searching for him 
the next morning with the ski patrol and found him 
overturned in the snow where he fell. There was 
no one there to help him.”

Alexander said his friend’s death seemed so 
unnecessary and again his confidence began to 
wane.

“The only thing my friend ever wanted to do in 
life was to make a difference in the world around 
him,” he said. 

Although that thought gave Alexander some 
comfort, he still worried if he would ever be trusted 
by his teammates again. He had just made plans to 
climb with Weihenmayer.

“Fear and doubt had taken over,” Alexander 
said. “I asked Eric if he wanted me to climb with 
him. He told me because he was blind, people 
were always making judgments about him and he 
was not about to do that to me, and I had to decide 
for myself.”

A year later, Alexander, Weihenmayer and 
other teammates found themselves trekking up 
the Himalayas.

“Courage is what propels us in the presence of 
fear to be able to face danger with confidence and 
control,” Alexander said.

Alexander visited West Point last February 
when he spoke with the Class of 2015.

Adventurer returns for yearling lecture

Eric Alexander, adventurer, skier and mountain climber, returned to West 
Point Nov. 18 to speak to the Class of 2016 about trust, faith and courage.
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SPORTS

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Toys for Tots Collection at Army sporting events
The cadet club, Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Society, is 

collecting for its annual Toys for Tots campaign at Army sporting 
events through the fall. 

Cadets will be collecting cash and toy donations for children 
in need this holiday season. 

The events include: 
Basketball game—Men vs. St. Francis (N.Y.) (3 p.m., 

Saturday).
Hockey game—Canisius (7 p.m., Saturday).

Photojournalist Michael Kamber visits West Point
The Creative Arts Project and EN101 Composition 

(Department of English and Philosophy) are sponsoring guest 
speaker Michael Kamber, who will be speaking on “War, 
Photojournalism and Censorship,” from 12:50-1:45 p.m. 
Wednesday at Arnold Auditorium in Mahan Hall.

Kamber is a war photojournalist who will show a number 
of his photos and talk about issues with rights and privileges of 
censorship and publication.

Kamber has covered conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, Liberia, 
Sudan, Somalia, Haiti, Israel, the Congo and other countries. 
Most recently, he is the author of “Photojournalists on War: The 
Untold Stories from Iraq.” 

The community is invited to attend.
For details, contact Maj. Erin Hadlock, DEP instructor, at 

938-3882.

Volkssport Club at West Point
Join the Volkssport Club at West Point Dec. 14 for the last 

group walk of the year. Register at the West Point Visitors Center 
at 10:15 a.m. as the group enjoys the holiday decorations in 
Highland Falls. 

The trail goes through residential areas and the business 
district of the village and onto the grounds of West Point with 
5km and 10km distances. 

This walk qualifies for several AVA Special Programs. The 
walk is free with AVA credit.  

For details, call Andrew Schmidt at 845-464-2676 or visit 
www.ava.org/clubs/westpoint.

West Point Women’s Club Gift Shoppe
The West Point Women’s Club Gift Shoppe will be open 

from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday and 
Dec. 18 and closed Dec. 25. 

The Shoppe is located just north of the cemetery. 
For details, visit www.shopthepoint.com.

AWANA registration
West Point Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed registration 

is here. AWANA is a fun, Bible-based club for 3-year-olds and 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Army Education Center
College courses are currently offered through the Army 

Education Center at West Point. 
If you are interested in undergraduate classes, contact:
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535  

or Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas College—Alicia Owens at 845-446-

2555 or aowens@stac.edu.
If you are interested in graduate studies, contact:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice—Master’s degree 

in Public Administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or  
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University—Master’s degree in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop, 
between the MWR Fitness Center and Subway.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are five-day event 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshop provides information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop.

The next TAP workshops are scheduled from Monday-Dec. 

Highland Falls Fire Department Auxiliary Vendor Fair
The Highland Falls Fire Department Auxiliary is having a 

vendor fair from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday at the Highland Falls 
Firehouse. 

Come out and shop for the holidays with vendors like 
Pampered Chef, Mary Kay, Tupperware just to name a few while   
supporting the Fire Department Auxiliary.

For details, call Wendy O’Dell at 938-6829.

Create Environmentally Safe Bird Feeders
Join Environmental Educator Megan Hoffman at the Hudson 

Highlands Nature Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center in 
Cornwall at 10 a.m. Saturday to learn about common winter 
birds that you might see at your bird feeder. 

Create a fun and simple bird feeder to decorate an outdoor 
tree that will feed the birds. Winter feeding in your backyard is 
wonderful fun for everyone and the birds truly benefit as winter 
approaches. 

There is a fee for adults and children. For details, visit  
hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204. The 
museum is located on Muser Drive across from 174 Angola Road.

Celebrate Christmas at Knox’s Headquarters State 
Historic Site

From 4-8 p.m. Dec. 14 and Dec. 21, tour the elegantly 
appointed 1754 Ellison House decorated for Christmas and 
staffed by Revolutionary War era-costumed interpreters.

There will be an open house Dec. 26-29 at Knox’s 
Headquarters.  The Ellison mansion is scheduled to be open for 
tours at 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. each day. Tour the 
elegant 1754 historic house decorated for the season in 18th 
century fashion.      

Knox’s Headquarters is located at 289 Forge Hill Road, in 
Vails Gate, N.Y., three miles southeast of the intersection of 
I-87 and I-84.  

For details, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22.

older from the West Point community. 
The club meets from 5-6:30 p.m. Sunday evenings during 

the academic year.   
For details or to sign up, call Maj. John Cunningham at 938-

5572 or email westpointawana@gmail.com. 

Attention—Tickets for illegal parking
The West Point Military Police is issuing tickets to vehicles 

illegally parked in the Central Parking Area. 
This has been a continuing problem and there is going to be 

strict enforcement.

Tax Center seeks volunteers  
The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 

with tax returns and administrative support during the 2014 tax 
season from February through April.  

Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain valuable 
work experience. 

For details, contact brittany.brownbecker@usma.edu or call 
938-4541.

Combined Federal Campaign returns
The Fiscal Year 2014 Combined Federal Campaign is 

ongoing and runs through Dec. 13.  
For details, contact your agency keyworker or Maj. Scott 

Fawcett, Deputy G1, at 938-8448.       

Army/Navy Tailgate
Join the West Point Association of Graduates at the Army/

Navy Tailgate Dec.14 in Philadelphia.
Party like a Black Knight and rock the black and gold at 

this pre-game event. 
Get your spirit on with the Cadet Spirit Band, Black Jack 

mule mascot and Rabble Rousers before the game.
Regis ter  onl ine  a t  www.westpointaog.org/

goarmybeatnavytailgate.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, call diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.kontura@
usma.edu or 938-4207.

West Point Community Gymnastics Club
The West Point Community Gymnastics Club has classes 

scheduled from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursdays at the Lou Gross Sports Center.  

For details, call Carmine Giglio at 938-2880.

USMA Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through Dec. 12
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 5-12
Channels 8/23

13, Jan. 6-10 and Jan. 13-17. 
Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 

process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Registration is required for all workshops. Call the ACAP 
Office at 938-0634.

Higher Education Seminar for transitioning military 
personnel and their family members

Preparing to attend college after transition? There is a higher 
education seminar for transitioning military personnel  and their 
family members Jan. 22-23. 

In this two-day workshop, you’ll learn how to develop 
your plan for higher education, research and identify colleges 
of interest, apply to schools and navigate the G.I. Bill process. 

Contact the West Point ACAP Office at 938-0634 for 
eligibility information, prerequisites and to register for these 
events.
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FOR THE ADULTS

Group Rate Holiday Party for your department
Plan your department party from 7 p.m.-midnight Friday at 

the West Point Club’s Grand Ballroom.
Let the Club do the work for you. Just provide the number 

of guests and the Club will take care of the rest. 

Go Army Spirit Luncheon
The Go Army Spirit Luncheon for the Army-Navy Game is 

scheduled for 11:15 a.m. Dec. 12 the West Point Club’s Grand 
Ballroom. 

Buy your tickets early for reserved seating. Tickets are on 
sale from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday through the West Point 
Club’s Cashier Offi ce. 

For details, call 938-5120.

Army-Navy Kenneling weekend special
Morgan Farm is now taking reservations for the Army-Navy 

Game weekend. Drop off your pet Dec. 13 and pick up Dec. 16 
and get three nights for the price of two. 

Dog grooming is also available by appointment.
For pet boarding prices and reservations, call 938-3926.

West Point Ski Slope passes
One hundred general public passes will go on sale from 9 

a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 16 at the West Point Ski Offi ce.
For details, call 938-8810.

FOR THE YOUTHS

Breakfast with Santa
Bring the children to the West Point Club from 9 a.m.-noon 

Sunday for Breakfast with Santa in the Grand Ballroom.  
There will be a design your own cupcake and cookie bar 

available for the children. 
Children can decorate their own dessert with the assistance 

of our staff. 
Santa and his helpers will be available to visit with all the 

children. There is a minimal fee for this event. 
For details and reservations, call 938-5120.

BOSS, ACS and the Exchange Project Angel Tree
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers and Army 

Community Service are teaming up again this year through 
Tuesday at the Exchange for the Exchange Project Angel Tree. 

Pick a decoration with the age and gender of a West Point 
child and purchase an age appropriate gift or wrapping paper. 

Put the gift and the decoration from the tree in the box and 
make a child’s Christmas morning special. 

For details, call 938-6497.

Wreaths Across America is seeking volunteers
Assist with the Wreaths Across America project at the West 

Point cemetery Saturday. Volunteers are needed to assist with 
unloading wreaths from the truck, beginning at around 9 a.m. 

Volunteers are also invited to assist with laying wreaths 
following a brief ceremony scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 

The event will take place rain, shine or snow. 
All community members are invited to participate, regardless 

of age. 
There is no need to sign up or register to participate.

Arts and Crafts Shop December classes
The new Arts and Crafts Shop, located at Bldg. 693, 

Washington Rd., is offering many classes in the next three weeks. 
The classes include:

• Aromatherapy with Barb—5-7 p.m. Thursday;
• Cookie Decorating Class with Wendy—9-10:30 a.m. 

Saturday;
• Ceramic Ornament Painting Class with Gen—9-10:30 

a.m. Saturday;
• Just Paint and Wine a Bit–Canvas painting—5-8 p.m. 

Tuesday;
• Photography Class with Jana—5-8 p.m. Tuesday;
• Cookies and Canvas Family Painting—5-7 p.m. Dec. 12;
There is a minimal fee for the classes. 
For details, visit westpointmwr.com/art. To register, call 

938-4812.

MWR Community Skate Program 
The Directorate of Morale, Welfare and Recreation is offering 

a MWR Community Skate Program during the winter season. 
The hours of operation for the month of December are:
• Sundays—Sunday, Dec. 15, 22, 29 from 3:30-5 p.m.;
• Weekdays—Dec. 23, 26, 27 and 30 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
There is no charge, but patrons must provide their own skates.
In case of inclement weather, call the Community Skate 

information recording at 938-2991.

Ski and Snowboard Lessons
The Victor Constant Ski Slope Administration Offi ce will 

open Monday for ski and snowboard lesson registration, season 
pass sales, seasonal equipment rentals and equipment drop-off 
for tuning and repair.  

Offi ce hours will be from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
Please note that lesson registration will only be available to 

military personnel Monday. 
Lesson registration for all other eligible personnel will begin 

Tuesday.   
For details, call 938-8810.

Home-Based Business and Small Business Owners: 
Be prepared for tax season

Erin Kidd, certified tax return preparer and accredited 
fi nancial counselor, will be providing a free workshop on tips 
and tools to make tax time painless for home-based business and 
small business owners at 10 a.m. Wednesday at ACS, Bldg. 622.

For details or to register, call 938-5658 or email christina.
overstreet@usma.edu. 

Trees for Troops is returning to West Point
In early December, live Christmas trees will be delivered to 

West Point. Military members (active-duty personnel, retired 
military personnel, ARNG and Reserve personnel) and their 
family members are eligible to receive a free tree. 

Trees will be distributed on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis 
and military ID must be shown when picking up tree. Limit one 
tree per family. 

Follow the West Point ACS Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/westpointarmycommunityservice) for information about 
when and where to pick up your tree.

West Point Golf Course Holiday Sale
Swing by the West Point Golf Course Pro Shop for its holiday 

sale through Dec. 19 for your chance to take 5-30 percent off your 
purchase of $25 or more and 10 percent off your 2014 annual pass. 

Receive an additional 10 percent off your drawing percentage 
when you buy an annual pass. 

Hours of operation are 7 a.m.-dusk Tuesday-Friday and 6:30 
a.m.-dusk Saturday and Sunday. 

The pro shop is open from 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday 
after the course has closed for the year. 

For details, call 938-2435.

Annual Wellness Fair
The MWR Fitness Center will host its 6th annual Wellness 

Fair and Fitness Challenge Kickoff Jan. 8. 
Come to the Fitness Center for fi tness assessments and 

nutrition counseling, meet with our fi tness instructors and speak 
with certifi ed personal trainers. 

You can also sign up for the eight-week Fitness Challenge. 
For details, call 938-6490.

BOSS Ski Trip
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers for its annual 

ski trip to Smuggler’s Notch, Vt., Jan. 17-20. 
The trip is open to all BOSS Soldiers and their guests. 
There is a fee for this event. For details, call 938-6497.

Adult Hockey Program 
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2013-14 adult 

hockey program open to all eligible USMA personnel 18 years 
of age and older. 

The program will operate from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Sundays and 
Tuesdays and 12:15-1:30 p.m. Wednesdays through March 6 at 
Tate Rink. Participants must provide their own hockey skates 
and equipment. 

Season passes are currently available at the MWR LTS Offi ce, 
Bldg. 683 (next to Subway). 

There is a minimal fee for the season pass.  
For details, call Jim Liney, MWR Sports Offi ce, at 938-3066. 

Wee Ones Play Group
The Wee Ones Play Group is scheduled from 9:30-11 a.m. 

Mondays at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500. 
The group is open to parents with children 4 years old and 

younger. 
For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 

manager, at 938-3369.

Cocktail hour goes from 7-8 p.m., while dinner and dancing 
is from 8 p.m.-midnight. 

Entertainment provided by Indigo International–John 
Sorgente. A cash bar is available all night. 

Reservations and advanced payment are required. 
For reservations and details, call 938-5120.

Employment and Career Workshop
Army Community Service is offering a Résumé Review to 

walk-ins from 9-11:30 a.m. Wednesday. 
Receive feedback about your résumé from a certified 

professional résumé writer. 
No appointment necessary; just bring a hard copy of your 

résumé with you.
The workshop is held at Army Community Service, Bldg. 

622 (between the Post Library and Bowling Center) unless 
otherwise noted. 

Register for an upcoming class by calling 938-5658, emailing 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu or online by visiting our webpage 
at www.westpointmwr.com/acs. 
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Free Child Developmental Screenings
Not all children develop the same way—some need extra 

help. If you are a military or civilian family that resides at West 
Point and have a child ages birth to 3 years old with concerns 
relating to your child’s communication skills, motor skills, 
self-help skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior, and/or 
social interactions, contact the Educational and Developmental 
Intervention Services offi ce. 

At West Point, the EDIS offi ce is located at Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Bldg. 900. For details, call 845-938-
2698/6868.

January Blood Drive Kickoff Meeting
There will be a kickoff campaign meeting at 11 a.m. Dec. 

19 in the Army Education Center Bldg. 683, Training Room 
#10 in preparation for the upcoming Armed Services Blood 
Program Blood Drive Jan. 7-10. Request that appointed Key 
Personnel from each activity attend this meeting.  

Provide the names of those attending to Mary Mandia at 
938-2583 or via email at mary.mandia@amedd.army.mil by 
Dec. 19.

Keller is moving toward a system for health
In an initial step toward moving our benefi ciaries into a 

model of wellness, KACH has begun patient outreach for all 
preventive medical screenings. 

Expect to receive courtesy call(s) for all overdue 
preventive screenings and medical conditions over the next 
30 days.  

These prevention screening calls include breast, cervical 
and colorectal cancer screenings, as well as standard lab tests 
for patients with diabetes. In an effort to provide the highest 
quality of service, please allow time for a discussion about 
the preventive screening and it’s important to your health.   

Keller Corner

Friday—Frozen, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Free Birds, PG, 7:30 
p.m.
Saturday—Captain Phillips, PG-
13, 9:30 p.m.

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

• Mitten Tree—To help those individuals who need a 
little more warmth this season, BBC will be putting up its 
Mitten Tree at 132 Bartlett Loop through Dec. 19. 

The Mitten Tree is a Christmas tree decorated with 
your donations of gently used or new mittens, gloves, hats 
and scarves. All items will be donated to a local shelter on 
Dec. 19.

• Letters to Santa—Make sure Santa knows what 
you want this year. Write a letter and then drop it in our 
North Pole mailbox at 132 Bartlett Loop before Dec. 16 for 
a guaranteed delivery to Santa before Christmas. 

Make sure to check your mail box for your letter back 
from Santa, please include your age, size and address on 
letter.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

The West Point chapter of the National Infantry Association conducted a donation drive Nov. 23 to collect 
personal and food items to support Operation Shoebox. Members of the National Infantry Association 
set up collection points at both the Post Exchange and the Commissary and asked willing patrons to 
purchase extra items from a list while in the store and donate them upon exit. Items ranged from food 
items like sunfl ower seeds, beef jerky, gum and potato chips to personal items such as T-shirts, socks 
and baby wipes. Operation Shoebox is a non-profi t organization with the mission to provide hands-
on support for troops deployed overseas and returning home. The goods collected will be shipped to 
service members from 4-9th Cavalry in Afghanistan and wounded veterans at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center. After the items were collected, 10 Girl Scouts and parents from the West Point 
Girl Scout Troop aided members of the NIA in packing the boxes at the West Point Club Nov. 25. The 
Girl Scouts created personalized holiday cards for each box to add a little holiday cheer for each service 
member. Thanks to the overwhelming support from the community, NIA was able to collect enough 
supplies to pack more than 150 shoeboxes. The boxes were mailed to their respective locations Nov. 
27 and should arrive in the hands of Soldiers prior to the holidays. The NIA is grateful for the support 
of the community and intends to run another donation drive for Operation Shoebox sometime in the 
spring.                               Photo ProVided by maJ. chris green  

Supporting Operation Shoebox

West Point Band presents holiday show
By the West Point Band

Bring your family and friends to celebrate the holidays 
with the West Point Band as it presents two performances of 
the annual “West Point Holiday” at 7:30 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. 
Saturday in Eisenhower Hall Theatre. 

These performances are free and open to the public; free 
tickets can be downloaded on its website, www.westpointband.
com.

Every year, the “West Point Holiday” promises to bring 
in the season with an entertaining performance of all of your 

holiday favorites in a diverse variety of musical styles that 
showcase the talent of the incredible musicians in the Concert 
Band, Jazz Knights and the Hellcats. 

Vocalists Master Sgt. MaryKay Messenger, Staff Sgts. 
Alexis Cole and Carla Loy Song, and Cpl. Jeremy Gaynor will 
all be featured in songs to lift your holiday spirit, and as always, 
Santa Claus will make an appearance at the end of the show.

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 
938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found on Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter.
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Schretzman leads second-half surge over Stony Brook

Junior forward Olivia Schretzman sparked Army’s second-half surge by scoring 
all of her season-high 19 points in the half to help the Black Knights defeat 
Stony Brook, 75-69, Nov. 29 at Stony Brook.           eric s. bartelt/PV (file Photo)

By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Army women’s basketball battled back 
after a rough start to defeat Stony Brook, 75-
67, Nov. 29 for its first road win of the season. 
Junior forward Olivia Schretzman sparked the 
second-half surge, scoring a season-high 19, all 
in the second half, to lead the Black Knights to 
their fifth win in a row.

Army (5-1) shot above 40 percent (45.9) for 
the fourth consecutive game but was hamstrung 
in the first half by attempting just 13 field goals, 
the lowest single-half total under the direction of 
eighth-year head coach Dave Magarity. 

The Black Knights were without leading 
scorer sophomore guard Kelsey Minato for 
much of the first, as Minato picked up a quick 
two fouls.

Senior guard Jen Hazlett set the tone early 
in the second, however, scoring five straight 
points for Army as the Black Knights cut their 
six-point first-half deficit (31-25) to a single-
possession game less than a minute into the 
stanza. Hazlett would finish with a season-high 
21, her highest total since scoring 22 at Colgate 
on Feb. 20, 2013.

Army took its first lead since the 9:30 mark 
of the first when Minato drained one from deep 
with 8:09 remaining in the contest. Sophomore 
forward Brianna Johnson single-handedly 
stretched the lead to five, sinking a pair of free-
throws and a layup immediately out of the eight-
minute media timeout. Minato would finish with 
17, including 12 in the decisive second half, 
to stretch her Patriot League-best double-digit 
scoring streak to 22 games.   

SBU (4-3) would not go away, however, as 
the game was played within two possessions 
until under onea minute to play when Army 
was in the midst of its record-setting free-throw 
shooting performance. 

Schretzman kept the Seawolves at bay, 
however, scoring 13 of her 19 points in the final 

four minutes.
Despite going just 10-of-19 in the first half 

from the free-throw line, Army relied on success 
from the charity stripe in the second to put the 
game away. The Black Knights finished by 
shooting 35-of-49 from the line, as Hazlett’s 
free-throw with 14 seconds left snapped a 
single-game program record which stood for 
nearly 32 years of 34 free-throws made in one 
game (Jan. 23, 1982, vs. Fordham). 

Schretzman, who went an astonishing 13-
of-13 from the line herself, tied the individual 
Academy standard which Minato established 
at Air Force last season (Nov. 23, 2012). 
The Dayton, Ohio, native’s 19 points are her 
most since matching her career best of 20 
against Columbia last season (Nov. 28, 2012). 
Schretzman also grabbed a team-high six 
rebounds.

“I think we overcame a lot of adversity from 
the first half,” Magarity said. “In the first, we 
didn’t play real smart. They are an aggressive 
and fast team, similar to what we saw in Weber 
State. They’re a good team with terrific guards 
and a great front line. 

“I can’t say enough about Olivia though,” 
Magarity continued. “Her poise in the second 
half really carried us. Hazlett had a good second 
half, so did Minato, and with those two in foul 
trouble in the first, we’re just not the same team 
without them on the court.

“We had 11 turnovers in the first which were 
huge, but we didn’t have one in the second, 
which is a big deal. We had to throw some kids 
in the mix—Jordan Elliott did a wonderful job, 
we wouldn’t have been in it at all in the first if it 
wasn’t for her. It was tough to see her go down.

“I was really concerned at the half with our 
free-throw shooting, but it was sort of a self-
fulfilled prophecy that we were flawless down 
the stretch,” he concluded. “We did what we 
had to do, I’m really proud of the way we stuck 
together and didn’t let the things that weren’t 
going our way sidetrack us.”

Army falls short despite Schurr’s four TDs
Army (3-8) fought back from a three-touchdown 
halftime deficit to tie the game less than nine 
minutes into the third quarter, but Hawaii (1-11) 
was able to come away with a 49-42 victory Nov. 
30 at Aloha Stadium. Sophomore quarterback 
A.J. Schurr came off the bench after halftime 
and accounted for four of the Black Knights’ 
five second-half touchdowns. Army trailed 
28-7 at intermission, but a turnover, an onside 
kick recovery and a defensive stop allowed the 
Black Knights to score three times in the first 
eight minutes, 43 seconds of the third quarter. 
Schurr accounted for 169 yards of offense, 
passing for 122 yards and running for 47 and 
four scores, all career highs. Junior running 
back Terry Baggett crossed the 1,000-yard 
plateau for the first time in his career. His 81 
yards improved his season total to 1,072, the 
11th-best single-season total in Army history.
                 eric s. bartelt/PV (file Photo) 

Dec. 5-15
Corps Squad

Friday—Hockey vs. canisius, TaTe rink, 7:05 p.m.

Friday—Track, crowell open, Gillis Field House, 
all day.

saTurday—men’s BaskeTBall vs. sT. Francis 
(n.y.), cHrisTl arena, 3 p.m.

saTurday—Hockey vs. canisius, TaTe rink, 7:05 
p.m.

saTurday—Track, crowell open, Gillis Field 
House, all day.

dec. 14—FooTBall vs. navy aT pHiladelpHia, 
lincoln Financial Field, 3 p.m. 

Sports calendar
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Wilson knocks down 21, but Army loses in OT

Sophomore guard Kyle Wilson led all Army scorers with 21 points in a 74-72 
overtime loss to Houston Baptist Nov. 30 at Christl Arena. Wilson also added 
a career-high eight rebounds.              Photo by tommy gilligan (file Photo)

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

Tyler Russell’s three-point play with two 
seconds left in overtime propelled Houston 
Baptist (2-5) to a 74-72 victory over Army (1-
5) in men’s basketball action Nov. 30 at Christl 
Arena. Down by one, the Huskies missed their 
first attempt at a game-winner, but Russell 
corralled the rebound and connected on a 14-
foot jumper while getting fouled. 

Following the made free throw, Army had a 
chance to win the game, but sophomore guard 
Kyle Wilson’s shot from just inside the half-
court stripe glanced off the back of the rim to 
seal the Huskies’ victory.

The game featured 15 ties and 13 lead 
changes. The Black Knights trailed by as many 
as 12 in the first half, but came back to take a 
four-point lead and went into the locker room 
tied at 26-26. 

Army led by as many as six in the second 
half, but the Huskies answered to take a 62-58 
lead with 1:09 remaining. A tip-in by sophomore 
center Kevin Ferguson cut Army’s deficit to two 
points, and following four straight missed free 
throws by HBU, Wilson hit a layup to tie the 
score with 20.6 seconds left. The Huskies had 
two chances to tie, but missed their final two 
field goal tries.

Army overcame a three-point deficit in 
overtime and led 72-69 after two free throws by 
Wilson, who scored six of the Black Knights’ 
10 points in overtime. HBU scored the final five 
points of the game, including Russell’s game-
winning shot.

Wilson scored a team-high 21 points, his 
third 20-point effort of the season, and grabbed a 
career-high eight rebounds. Ferguson chipped in 
with 12 points, five rebounds and three blocked 
shots, while junior guard Mo Williams scored a 
season-high 12 points, including a career-best 
three three-pointers. 

Sophomore forward Larry Toomey tied 
Wilson for the team lead with eight rebounds. 
Sophomore guards Dylan Cox and Matt 
Gramling each dished out three assists.

Russell led the Huskies with 21 points, 
going 8-for-11 from the field. Rob Lewis scored 
18, while Ricmonds Vilde posted a double-

double of 10 points and 12 rebounds. 
Army shot 34.2 percent overall (27-79), 

including a 2-for-18 start, and were just 9-for-35 
(.257) from long range. The Huskies connected 
on 45.5 percent from the field. HBU missed 
its first eight three-pointers, but drained its 
last three attempts. The Huskies held a 51-42 
rebounding edge and scored 36 of their 74 points 
in the paint.

Cox converted a layup on Army’s first 
possession, but the Huskies scored the next four 
points to take an early lead. Williams snapped 
the Black Knights 0-for-5 start from three-point 
range to put Army on top 5-4 with 16:55 to go, 
and a free throw by Toomey pushed the Black 
Knights advantage to 6-4 with 15:29 left in the 
opening period.

Houston Baptist took advantage of 10 
straight misses by the Black Knights to post 14 
consecutive points and take an 18-6 lead with 
9:29 to go. Lewis scored six points during the 
spurt. 

Williams’s second three-pointer stopped 
the Huskies’ momentum, snapping a stretch of 
seven minutes, 33 seconds without a field goal 
and six minutes, 17 seconds without a point. 
The basket jumpstarted a 13-0 Army run that put 
the Black Knights back on top 19-18 with 5:24 
left on the clock. Sophomore forward Tanner 
Plomb scored four points, including a baseline 
dunk over the HBU defense that pulled Army 
within three.  

A pair of free throws by Russell gave the 
Huskies a one-point lead and a basket by Vilde 
snapped HBU’s stretch of five straight misses. 
Trailing 22-19, Wilson buried the first of his 
back-to-back three-pointers that gave Army a 
25-22 lead at the 2:49 mark. A free throw by 
Toomey stretched Army’s lead to four points, 
its largest of the half, but the Huskies scored 
the final four points of the stanza to go into the 
locker room tied at 26-26.

Both teams struggled from the field in the 
first 20 minutes. Army started 2-for-18, but 
rallied to connect on eight of their 17 shots to 
finish the first half at 28.6 percent overall and 
22.2 percent (4-18) from deep. The Huskies shot 
38.5 percent (10-26) overall, missing all four of 
their long-distance attempts.

Williams and Wilson accounted for all four 

of Army’s three-pointers, scoring six points 
each. Seven of the 12 Black Knights that saw 
action before halftime scored. Russell and Lewis 
led the Huskies with eight first-half points each. 

Army scored seven of the first nine points 
after intermission to take a 33-28 lead with 
18:41 to go. The Huskies countered with a 7-0 
run to take a two-point lead. The Black Knights 
regained the lead after a 6-2 spurt that consisted 
of three-pointers by Toomey and Gramling. 
Army stretched its lead to 48-42 after a basket 
by Wiliams with 10:34 left in the second half. 

Houston Baptist scored nine of the next 12 
points to tie the game for the ninth time. Jimmy 
Barton buried a three-pointer with 7:05 left to 
snap the Huskies’ 0-for-8 start from distance. 
Free throws by Ferguson and a three-pointer by 

Williams pushed Army back in front by five, but 
an 11-2 spurt by the Huskies staked them to a 62-
58 lead with less than two minutes to go. HBU 
had chances to ice the game at the foul line, but 
missed four straight free throws, including two 
one-and-ones and both ends of a two-shot foul. 
The miscues allowed Wilson to tie the game at 
62-62 and force overtime.

The game was tied at 66-66 when HBU 
buried a triple to take a three-point lead with 
2:44 to go. Wilson scored to cut the lead to one, 
and after a steal by Williams, he converted again 
to give Army back the lead with 1:47 showing on 
the clock. He buried two free throws to extend 
Army’s lead to three points. HBU trimmed the 
lead to one, and after an Army miss, Russell 
executed his game-winning heroics.

Army alums meet in NFL
When the Indianapolis Colts hosted the Tennessee 
Titans Sunday at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, 
it not only was a key AFC South match-up, but it also 
featured a pair of Army record-setting football players. 
Josh McNary (left), Army’s all-time sack leader and 
a 2011 West Point graduate, was added to the Colts’ 
active roster Nov. 26 and suited up at linebacker. 
Collin Mooney (right), Army’s single-season rushing 
leader and a 2009 West Point graduate, is a fullback on 
the Titans. Mooney has played in all 12 games for the 
Titans this season, with four starts. While he doesn’t 
have any rushing attempts, he has six receptions for 
32 yards. The Colts won the game 22-14.    
          Photos by eric s. bartelt/PV (file Photos)


