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Heroes from above
Four members of West Point’s 2nd Aviation Detachment assisted in a nighttime rescue operation Sunday in Cold Spring, N.Y. Pictured in front of the UH72 Lakota 
used to hoist/extract an injured female hiker off Breakneck Ridge are (from left) Staff Sgt. Ken Thompson, Chief Warrant Offi cer 5 Alan Mack, Chief Warrant Offi cer  
4 Edward Binkowski and Sgt. 1st Class Trenton Zaragoza. See Page 3 for story and photos.                                                                                         miKe strasser/Pv
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Students tackle 
complex global 
issues at SCUSA 
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Be prepared for the impact of winter weather
By Dr. Christopher G. Hennen
Emergency Plans Specialist, DPTMS

Winter is on its way, and the Hudson 
Valley will soon experience the season’s harsh 
conditions. Accumulated snow and ice can 
create treacherous conditions and generate 
concern for the health and safety of all persons 
on West Point. So it’s instructive to know how 
decisions are made that may impact installation 
operations, what impact these decisions have on 
the workforce and the West Point community, 
and where to find information on our local road 
conditions, closures and delays.  

The Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security has the responsibility 
to monitor weather conditions and, with 
the assistance of other garrison support 
organizations, provide the garrison commander 
information and advice to help keep you and the 
entire West Point community safe. 

“We monitor New York Alert, the state’s 
web-based all-hazards alert and notification 
system; the National Weather Service’s forecasts 
and warnings; alerts from the Orange County 
Emergency Operations Center; and local news 
outlets,” Charles Baranyai, DPTMS’s operations 
specialist, said. 

Baranyai also noted that “Our intent is 
to know what may develop into a potential 
storm, determine when it will arrive, then 
provide advanced notice and information to the 
emergency crews and to the decision-makers. 
This approach has worked well.”

Generally, the decision-making process 
begins with a conference call between 
representatives from DPTMS, the Directorate 
of Public Works, the Directorate of Emergency 
Services, Public Affairs, West Point Schools 
and the Directorate of Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation.

“Based on the gathered recommendations, 
we get the garrison commander (Col. Dane 
Rideout) on the conference call and tell him 
the situation,” Baranyai said. “We give him the 
weather conditions and overall situation, for 
example, that the storm is expected to impact the 
West Point area at six in the morning and, based 
on that information, we recommend whether to 
initiate a Code White or Code Red or to have no 
change to normal operations.” 

After a brief consultation with the West 
Point Chief of Staff, the Garrison Commander 
makes the decision whether or not to implement 
USMA Policy 40-03, Leave During Adverse 
Weather.

If possible, the decision to modify the hours 

of operations will be made before 5 a.m. on the 
scheduled workday, before most employees 
depart for West Point. 

Unless otherwise advised, all employees 
are to assume they are to report to work as 
scheduled, even though adverse conditions 
may exist. 

While some winter-related conditions may 
make it more difficult to get to work, they do not 
necessarily create the need to modify operations 
at West Point. 

More severe conditions, however, may 
constitute a situation that prevents employees 
in significant numbers from reporting for duty. 

For a situation to be considered an 
emergency in this context, it must be general, 
rather than personal in scope and impact, and 
existing and developing conditions must make 
it unreasonable for employees to safely report 
to—or stay at—work. 

The health and safety of employees are the 
prime concern when making these decisions.

During adverse weather conditions that start 
prior to the workday, three basic alerts are used:

“WEST POINT IS CODE WHITE UNTIL 
(stated time, or, all day).” This means that 
the Leave During Adverse Weather policy is in 
effect until the stated time or all day. 

Employees, who might be prevented from 
reporting to work, or who believe that they 
might not be able to return home if they come 
to work, should be granted annual leave, accrued 
compensatory time or leave without pay if they 
prefer. 

Advance approval of the leave is not 
necessary. Specific procedures for requesting 
leave in these circumstances are at the discretion 
of each activity director. 

Employees in weather essential positions are 
expected to report at their normally scheduled 
time.

“WEST POINT IS CODE RED UNTIL 
(stated time).” This announcement means 
that part of the installation is closed until the 
announced time, and employees should not 
report until that time. 

Supervisors will excuse absences without 
charge to leave for all employees affected 
whether or not leave was previously approved. 

Employees who do not report for work by 
the announced time will be charged leave for 
the remainder of their absence if it was properly 
requested and approved.  

Employees in weather essential positions are 
expected to report at their normally scheduled 
time.

“WEST POINT IS CODE RED ALL 

DAY.” This means that only employees in 
emergency or mission essential positions should 
report for work. Employees in non-emergency 
or non-mission essential positions should 
not report to work until their next regularly 
scheduled workday.

When adverse weather conditions develop 
during duty hours, the Garrison Commander 
may decide to institute the Leave During 
Adverse Weather policy for employees who are 
on duty at the time of the dismissal. 

Such decisions will be conveyed to major 
activity directors who are responsible for 
notifying all activities under their control. DA 
tenant activities adhere to West Point decisions. 
NAF employees should consult their supervisors 
for guidance. 

The announcements will be made as 
follows:

“WEST POINT IS CODE WHITE 
EFFECTIVE (stated time).”  This means 
that the Leave During Adverse Weather policy 
is in effect at the stated time. 

“WEST POINT IS  CODE RED 
EFFECTIVE (stated time).” This means 
that the Leave During Adverse Weather policy 
is in effect at the stated time. 

All employees who are not essential and 
are on duty at the time of the Code Red should 
be excused for the remainder of their workday 
(placed on administrative leave). 

This is true if they were scheduled to take 
leave later in the day. Employees who were on 
duty, but chose to leave prior to the effective 
time of the Code Red, should be charged leave 
from the time of their departure through the 
remainder of their workday.  

No excused absence is authorized for these 
employees. Employees who would normally 
report for duty after the time of the dismissal 
should call their supervisors for instruction.

During adverse weather conditions, West 
Point employees can obtain weather, road 
conditions and operations information by calling 
938-7000 or by looking for announcements on 
the Command Channel 23. 

Employees also can go to the Internet to 
find weather-related items on the West Point 
Garrison Facebook web site (www.facebook.
com/WestPointGarrison) or listen to area 
radio stations (e.g.—WSPK 104.7fm, WHUD 
100.7fm, WPDH 101.5fm) for updated weather 
notifications. 

Individual activities (e.g.—Band, DCA, 
ODIA, Ski Slope, West Point Club, Thayer 
Hotel) all have hotline phone numbers that 
patrons can call to determine if an event is 

cancelled.  
When a storm occurs, it’s important that 

snow removal operations are not impeded. The 
snow removal plan has five priorities, ranging 
from the main roads and main parking lots to 
the smallest little nook on post. 

Critical to conducting these operations 
efficiently is the cooperation needed from 
everyone to try to park off the main roads when 
adverse conditions are approaching.

For those of us living in the Northeast, 
winter weather is an unavoidable part of our 
lives. 

While most of the time these weather 
elements are only a nuisance to our daily 
routines, they can produce hazardous or life-
threatening situations for those who are not 
prepared or do not take the proper precautions. 
This winter, be prepared, stay informed and 
enjoy the season. 

The West Point community will soon 
experience the harsh conditions of 
the late fall and winter seasons. Make 
sure you are aware of the impact the 
weather has on the area and look at 
this page for information you can use 
to search for local road conditions,  
closures and delays.               File Photo
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“Wings over West Point” goes the distance
West Point aviators, firefighters called for nighttime rescue in Cold Spring
By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Sgt. 1st Class Trenton Zaragoza was 
beginning a game of chess with his kids. Staff 
Sgt. Ken Thompson was making a Sunday 
dinner for his wife.

That all stopped short when the two non-
commissioned officers from West Point’s 
2nd Aviation Detachment were called to 
support a rescue operation in Cold Spring, 
N.Y., with Chief Warrant Officer 4 Edward 
Binkowski piloting the UH72 Lakota and Chief 
Warrant Officer 5 Alan Mack, the detachment 

commander, as co-pilot.
It was close to 2 p.m. Sunday when the Cold 

Spring Fire Company and area first responder 
units were dispatched to Breakneck Ridge, a 
mountain along the Hudson River—between 
Beacon and Cold Spring. 

Popular among hikers, its highest summit 
reaches more than 1,200 feet above sea level, 
which is close to where one woman sustained 
a fractured ankle.

“The terrain at Breakneck Ridge is just short 
of needing technical devices to reach the face 
of the mountain,” Mack said. “There are easier 
ways up but the real scenic way is also a bit 

more dangerous.”
Upon locating the group of hikers and 

several failed attempts at moving the injured 
hiker, first responders determined it was too 
dark and dangerous to move the injured hiker 
off the mountain. 

Instead, they carried her about 300 feet to the 
peak where the 2nd Aviation crew performed a 
hoist/extraction in tandem with several members 
of the West Point Fire and Emergency Services. 
Assistant Chief Kyle Innella was the supervisor 
for West Point FES, with six firefighters to 
include Jamie Rohner (primary rescuer) and 
Matthew Stack (assistant rescuer). 

Stack and Rohner arrived on the scene via 
the UH72 Lakota to mobilize the broken ankle 
and secure the woman on a patient mobilization 
device, or SKED, for extraction. Stack said 
she had hyperthermia so they wrapped her in 
blankets with heating pads underneath.

Coincidentally, earlier that day the West 
Point firefighters had been conducting high-
angle rope drills in Cornwall-High Point on 
218 with Orange County Tech Rescue Team and 
could see dozens of hikers on Breakneck Ridge.

“While we were training we noticed there 
seemed to be a high volume of people hiking 
and we talked a little about the risk out there,” 
Stack said.

Binkowski said the terrain is pretty rugged 
and not an easy climb even in the daylight.

“The section she was in would have required 
them to carry her down the steep part, or move 
a couple miles back the other direction over 
several ridges which could be just as hazardous 
in the dark,” he said. 

Zaragoza, crew chief and primary hoist 
operator, said her cries could be heard above 
the sound of the rotors.

“She was in that much pain,” he said. 
Thompson, assistant hoist operator, said she 

didn’t say much on board the helicopter, except 
answering the questions of the first responder 
from the West Point FES High-Angle Rescue 
Team.

“She had a strong grip,” Thompson said. 
“At one point she grabbed my hand because 
of the pain.”

There were many support units on the 
scene, to include the North Highlands Fire 
Department members and the Philipstown 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, but the 2nd 
Aviation Detachment came in with personnel 
from West Point Fire and Emergency Services.

“That’s because we’ve trained with them 
for so long and they are familiar with our 
procedures that we primarily work with them,” 
Mack said. 

“We’ve done numerous training exercises 
in hoist this summer to prepare for this exact 
scenario,” Stack said. “West Point is one of the 
very few career fire departments with access 
to a helicopter and one of even less that have  
hoist capabilities.”

The aviators had never trained or supported 
a mission in that area across the Hudson before, 

but they’ve certainly flown over it many times 
en route to West Point.

“We train in the exact same type of terrain on 
this side of the river,” Mack said. “One mountain 
here is the same as one mountain there.”

Because of the training conducted between 
the aviators and firefighters, both units described 
the rescue as routine.

“Having an experienced crew makes all the 
difference,” Mack said. “But I believe it would 
have been routine for even a less experienced 
crew in that particular instance we were in. Had 
she been more on the side of the hill rather on 
top, it would have been more of a challenge and 
we would have had to be more creative.”

They aren’t the only unit in the region with 
hoist capabilities, but some other units are less 
qualified to do nighttime hoist missions. 

“By the time we got the call it was dark and 
many assets were already tied up with the New 
York City Marathon,” Mack said. “We were 
able to help by the fact that we’ve trained for 
this specifically. The unit constantly trains with 
hoist and looks for potential missions that could 
possibly happen—whether it’s with cadets or 
members of the local communities.”

Although the detachment does not operate 
on a 24-hour schedule, Mack said it was a 
“perfect storm” that four highly-experienced 
crew members were poised and ready to go 
into action. Mack and Binkowski both have  
thousands of hours in night vision goggle 
experience with several hundred nighttime 
hoists in mountainous terrain in Afghanistan.

The detachment serves the U.S. Academy at 
West Point primarily to transport distinguished 
guests—dignitaries, royalty and military 
leaders, like Tuesday’s visit from the deputy 
commander of Special Operations Command, 
Lt. Gen. John Mulholland. 

The detachment also supports the Corps 
of Cadets by providing air lifts for the West 
Point Parachute team during practice and home 
football game performances, or finding the 
occasional lost navigator during cadet summer 
training.

It’s surprising that just three years ago that 
their support to this rescue mission, or their 
response to a massive fire in Rockland County 
less than a week earlier, wouldn’t have been 
possible. 

With support from academy leadership and 
the vision of former 2nd Aviation commander 
Chief Warrant Officer 5 John Nailor, the unit 
has taken on an aggressive training regimen to 
further support West Point and the communities 
outside its gates. 

The mayor of Cold Spring, J. Ralph 
Falloon wrote to Col. Dane Rideout, West 
Point garrison commander, to extend his 
appreciation.

“The professionalism displayed by your 
units was outstanding,” Falloon wrote in an 
email. “The amount of time and energy, not to 
mention potential further injury that was saved, 
could not be measured.”

(Above) After a long summer of training exercises at West Point and over the 
Hudson River, the 2nd Aviation Detachment was called to assist an emergency 
nighttime operation in Cold Spring Nov. 3, when an injured female hiker required 
an extraction/hoist via a UH72 Lakota. (Inset) The aviators began night vision 
training in 2011 to improve their capabilities to support the community.     
        Photos by tommy GilliGan/nils anderson
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Academy hosts first-ever SHARP summit
By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Academy leadership, faculty members, graduates and 
cadets attended a SHARP summit Oct. 24-25 to assess the 
installation’s current Sexual Harassment Assault Response 
and Prevention program. 

“This is the first actual SHARP summit that the academy 
has conducted,” retired Col. Laureen Barone, Sexual Assault 
Response coordinator and U.S. Military Academy Class 
of 1983 graduate, said. “In the past, I believe, topics were 
covered under the leadership conferences and some under the 
Simon Center for Professional Military Ethic. Lt. Gen. Robert 
Caslen Jr. directed this particular summit. The leadership and 
Lt. Gen. Caslen’s number one priority is to ensure the academy 
is on track to eliminate sexual harassment and assault from the 
ranks of our cadets and Soldiers. We take this very seriously.”

Barone said the purpose of the summit was to get an 
assessment of where the SHARP program is, where it needs to 
be and how to get there. Topics discussed included education, 
training and prevention, especially concerning cadets, the 
various subcultures and misleading information on blogs and 
social media outlets.

“How do we get the word out?” Barone said.
One way to stem the tide of any misinformation is the 

CASH/A or Cadets Against Sexual Harassment and Assault 
program that began and is run by cadets.

“A group of cadets came forward last year and proposed 
this program to the administration,” Barone said. “They 
wanted to be a part of the solution to the education of their 
peers with best practices, policies and procedures to help 
prevent sexual harassment and assault. Cadets are taking 
ownership of what works well and what is not working well, 
and they are making recommendations in improvements in 
terms of education. Every month, cadets pick a topic for 
discussion. It is addressed at the unit or cadet company level 
with CASH/A representatives leading the discussions.”

In attendance at the summit was Class of 2014 Cadet 
Havana Schmidt, the brigade CASH/A officer. 

Schmidt said the summit was an enriching experience for 

The inaugural SHARP summit was conducted Oct. 
24-25 at the West Point Club and gathered the 
community of cadets, service members and civilians 
to discuss the Sexual Harassment Assault Response 
and Prevention program at West Point. Class of 2014 
Cadet Havana Schmidt, in attendance at the summit, 
serves as the Corps of Cadets’ first brigade officer 
for Cadets Against Sexual Harassment and Assault. 
                               Photos by maj. Keith scot/West Point Pao

all of the cadets involved.
“Interfacing with civilians, retired graduates and active-

duty graduates about sexual harassment/sexual assault 
response and prevention was extremely informative and 
helpful,” Schmidt said. “I learned a lot about how to possibly 
supplement and improve what we are already doing, and I 
received some great new ideas from the presentations on the 
final day.”

Schmidt said she linked up with the U.S. Naval Academy 
officer representative equivalent to CASH/A and plans to start 
an inter-academy conversation about the issues and collaborate 
on how to make education and training better for both cadets 
and midshipmen.

As the CASH/A officer, her primary duties have involved 
planning and executing a Corps-wide CASH/A certification 
that will ensure the proper execution of training and planning 
for next semester.

“Next semester is when we will have official CASH/A 
representatives in positions at the regimental and company 
levels in addition to a new deputy brigade representative 
position,” Schmidt said.

Schmidt said she was motivated to become involved 
because she empathizes with the damage that sexual assault 
can do to individuals and those around them.

“I wanted to take a proactive role in preventing sexual 

assault and educating people on the damage caused by sexual 
harassment,” she said. “There is a lot of cynicism about 
the system due to bad press and poor communication and 
I believe that CASH/A is ahead of the curve in combating 
the poor attitude through candid discussions and written 
communications. We are starting to make some really 
significant breakthroughs and the Corps is really responding 
to our cadet-led initiatives.”

Class of 2014 Cadet Lindsey Danilack, brigade commander, 
attended the summit and came away impressed with how the 
leadership has a “hands on” approach to the prevention of 
sexual harassment and assault.

“The summit was a very successful gathering that brought 
a lot of light to the successes and issues within our program 
here at West Point,” Danilack said. “With the amount of 
cadets discussing SHARP with officers, retired graduates and 
civilians, many ideas and discussions arose. This sparked the 
fire for further questioning to find out more ways to improve 
our program. The summit was command driven. The Corps’ 
highest leadership presence at the summit demonstrated it 
was a priority on their agenda and an initiative they sought 
to advance.”

Danilack said that every cadet involved in the CASH/A 
program sets the example and puts forth the change needed 
to ensure SHARP is a way of life.

“As first captain, I promote the CASH/A program, stand 
for the principles it teaches, involve myself in the training, 
receive feedback from the cadets and inculcate the program’s 
values into the cadet lifestyle,” she said.

Maj. Missy Rosol, special assistant to the commandant 
and U.S. Corps of Cadets sexual assault response coordinator, 
was also impressed with the SHARP summit.

“There was a formal outbrief and pages and pages of great 
feedback,” Rosol said. “Some things we already have in place 
and ones we are continuing to develop, but also there were 
a lot of suggestions. When the leadership is involved, it is a 
real indication of how important the subject is. It’s great to 
work in that atmosphere and very inspiring. The cadets see 
that if this is important to the leadership, it gives that much 
more importance to the topic.”

We are starting to make 
some really significant 
breakthroughs  and 
the Corps is  real ly 
responding to our cadet-
led initiatives.

—Class of 2014 Cadet 
Havana Schmidt, brigade 
CASH/A officer, on the Cadets 
Against Sexual Harassment 
a n d  A s s a u l t  p r o g r a m 
in the Corps of Cadets.

“

”
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

West Point Judo: Over the last six years, the West Point 
cadets have competed against the U.S. Air Force Academy as 
part of the Army-Air Force football game festivities. This year, 
the event was at the Olympic Training Center Judo room and 11 
Army Judokas faced the Air Force cadets. 

West Point Judo won all 11 matches by perfect throws or pins. 
Highlights of the event included Class of 2014 Cadet Carson 
Giammaria, club cadet-in-charge, throwing his opponent with 
a perfect throw in the first match of the event to set the tone for 
Army. Class of 2015 Cadet Shervon Dixon, the club’s lightest 
fighter at about 105 lbs., fought a much-heavier opponent, whom 
she threw and pinned to the ground in 20 seconds for a victory. 
Lastly, Class of 2016 Cadet Matt Day dismissed his opponent 
with a perfect throw in about two seconds.

After the meet, the cadets stayed for a two-hour workout with 
the Olympic Training Center Judo athletes that included several 
World Team members as well as Olympians. 

The winning cadets were:
• Class of 2015 Cadet Shervon Dixon (105 lbs.);
• Class of 2014 Cadet Juliet Talavera (114 lbs.);
• Class of 2016 Cadet Charlene Coutteau (125 lbs.);
• Class of 2016 Cadet Peter Stanley (135 lbs.);
• Class of 2016 Cadet Dominique Fisher (145 lbs.);
• Class of 2015 Cadet Kyle Underwood (160 lbs.);
• Class of 2014 Cadet Carson Giammaria (165 lbs.);
• Class of 2014 Cadet Michael Miranda (180 lbs.);
• Class of 2016 Cadet Matt Day (180 lbs.);
• Class of 2014 Cadet Austin Bowman (198 lbs.);
• Class of 2014 Cadet Stephen Patten (198 lbs.).

Catholic Chapel Choir: The trip to Kenilworth, N.J., 
Nov. 1-3, was a tremendous developmental experience for cadets 
and a success for West Point outreach. Housed with families 
of the host parish, St. Theresa’s of Kenilworth, cadets sang the 
musical liturgy of one service Nov. 2 and two Sunday with a 
total congregation of approximately 1,400. 

An extended Saturday afternoon rehearsal provided a much-
needed team-building opportunity. To express appreciation, 
the hosts provided transport and tickets to the cadets to see the 
Broadway show “Cinderella.” In its 19th year, the relationship 
between the Choir and Kenilworth has fostered enormous good 
will, a steady stream of potential admissions candidates and at 
least one USMA graduate.

Model Arab League: Cadets from the U.S. Military 
Academy Model Arab League attended the National Council 
on U.S.-Arab Relations Northeastern Regional conference at 
Northeastern University in Boston Nov. 1-3. 

This competitive forum is the first opportunity for the cadets 
this academic year to represent delegates from the League of Arab 
States in parliamentary competition against students from other 
universities. Representing the state of Somalia, the cadets turned 
in a superstar performance, earning honorable mention in four of 
the eight committees, outstanding delegation in three committees, 
outstanding cabinet member and outstanding cabinet in special 
committee, and overall outstanding delegation at the conference. 

These accomplishments belie the number of new members 
on the team and sets them up for future competition leading to 
National University next March in Washington, D.C. 

Class of 2013 Cadet Joe Sattler, a NAUI instructor, 
prepares to complete his final dive at Dutch Springs 
in the official SCUBA tradition, wearing his dress 
gray uniform for the last time.                 courtesy Photos

The West Point Judo team was 11-for-11 against 
the U.S. Air Force Academy this weekend to claim 
complete victory against the sister service academy.

SCUBA Club: Cadets certified as NAUI SCUBA instructors 
certified 19 students to perform Basic Open Water dives at Dutch 
Springs in Bethlehem, Pa., Nov. 2-Sunday. 

Students executed two “skills” dives Nov. 2 after weeks of 
class work and several familiarization dives in Crandall Pool. 
Two 60-feet dives completed their open water certification on 
Sunday morning. 

Engineers and Scientists for a Sustainable World 
Club: Members of Engineers and Scientists for a Sustainable 
World Club volunteered Nov. 2 to conduct trail improvement at 
the Wild Cat Mountain Trailhead in Sterling Forest State Park. 
The work included setting large stepping stones, digging and 
armoring drainages, and other improvements to make the trail 
accessible to all hikers. The hands-on trail repair allowed the 
club to promote sustainable environmental practices, facilitating 
the ability of the public to access and enjoy undeveloped land in 
their own backyard. This event was coordinated with members 
of the New York–New Jersey Trail Conference and spearheaded 
by Class of 2014 Cadet Bonny Bradway.  

Men’s Boxing: Class of 2014 Cadet Jeramias Ortiz, the 
defending 125 lbs. National Collegiate Boxing Champion, fought 
his way to a unanimous decision Oct. 25 at the Detroit Athletic 
Club over Roy Taylor from the Air Force Academy in a rematch 
of the 2013 Collegiate Boxing Championships. His performance 
earned him the most Outstanding Boxer of the event.

Men’s Volleyball: The Men’s Army Volleyball team 
traveled to James Madison University Oct. 25-27 to compete in 
the Derrick Beckner Memorial Tournament. The team played 
Virginia Tech, Penn State and Old Dominion University in pool 
play and placed third. They faced the James Madison University 

team in a challenge match but lost and were placed as the top 
seed in the silver bracket. 

On the final day of competition, the West Point team played 
in a single elimination bracket, defeated the Pittsburgh “B” team, 
and then played the Pittsburgh “A” team and lost the match in 
the third set to finish third in the silver bracket.
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The West Point Band honored 
all veterans with a halftime 
performance Sunday at the 
New Orleans Saints-New York 
Jets game. Military Appreciation 
festivities at MetLife Stadium 
included a National Anthem 
performance by Master Sgt. 
MaryKay Messenger with the 
USO Liberty Bells Troupe and the 
coin toss featuring U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Robert L. Caslen, Jr. and 
Commandant Brig. Gen. Richard 
D. Clarke. The collaboration 
marks the first of many Veterans 
Day activities for West Point in 
New York City. West Point Band 
members will lead the NYC 
Veterans Day parade, perform at 
the opening bell of the NY Stock 
Exchange and celebrate our 
service members at a Green Bay 
Packers-New York Giants game.  
Photo by master sGt. eric miller/West 
Point band

West Point Band supports Military Appreciation
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Kingma stays competitive 
during semester abroad
Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Class of 2014 Cadet Kelly Kingma, co-captain of the 
West Point Triathlon team, is currently in France at 
the Ecole Spèciale Militare de Saint-Cyr military 

school as an exchange student, but on Oct. 12 she was competing 
in the Ironman World Championship in Kona, Hawaii, for the 
second time. This year, she beat her previous Kona competition 
time by coming in at 10:29:41 and placing sixth in her division 
of 18-24 year-old women. 

“This is a grueling 140.6-mile course beginning with a 2.4-
mile rough water swim in the ocean, 112 miles on the bike over 
the rolling, wind-torn roads of the Hawaiian lava desert and 
ending with a 26.3-mile marathon distance foot race,” Kingma 
said.

As a world championship event and with the exception of 
a handful of so-called “lottery slots,” racers must qualify for 
the event either as a top 100-ranked professional athlete or by 
placing highly in their age category in a number of qualifying 
races held throughout the year.

“In my case, I qualified by placing first in my age group at 
the St. Croix half-ironman race in May,” Kingma said.

Kingma described the beginning of the swim race as 
somewhat chaotic, with more than a hundred competitors 
launching at the same time.

“At the sound of the starting cannon, swimmers plow though 
the gentle chop of the surf, clawing and kicking each other in 
a frenzy to find an open lane of water, if for only a few meters 
before running atop another swimmer,” Kingma explained. 
“Swim goggles are knocked off, faces and abdomens are 
repeatedly kicked and slapped as the first several hundred meters 
are all about surviving.”

Kingma said the swim course runs parallel to the beach and 

West Point triathlete improves at Ironman World Championship

Class of 2014 Cadet Kelly Kingma is currently in the  
Semester Abroad program in France but traveled to 
Hawaii in October to compete in the Ironman World 
Championship.                                        courtesy Photo 

It is the last 10 minutes that make this race so 
challenging and the reward of crossing the finish 
line so special. 

— Class of 2014 Cadet Kelly Kingma, on 
competing in the Ironman World Championship

“
”

goes out 1.2 miles before swimmers could round a buoy and 
head back to the transition area.  

“You are on your own against the elements,” she said. 
“Heat coming off the black tar roads surpasses 100 degrees, 
the scenery of the black lava field throughout the course is 
stark and unrelenting and the infamous cross-winds threaten to 
topple riders.”

Kingma said the first five miles of the marathon go by quickly, 
helped along by seeing family and loved ones cheering her on.

 “From there, one enters a mental zone, shutting out most 
everything other than the repetition of a mantra to keep putting 
one foot in front of the other,” Kingma said. “As the miles click 
by, you fight to keep a consistent stride and to battle back the 
onset of cramping. It is the last 10 minutes that make this race so 
challenging and the reward of crossing the finish line so special.”

Kingma said she began competing in triathlons with her 
father, Gordon Kingma, Class of 1980, when she was about 12 
years old and continues to compete whenever she can.

“It has been my honor and privilege to represent West Point 
and the U.S. Army at the Ironman,” she said. “I owe a huge debt 
of gratitude to my teammates and coaches on the West Point 
Triathlon Team.”

News, photos and roster of the West Point Triathlon team 
is available at www.usma.edu/triathlon/sitepages/west%20
point%20triathlon.aspx. 

Stay current by following the team on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/WestPointTriathlon.
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65th SCUSA: Student delegates tackle complex global issues

By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

West Point hosted the 65th annual Student Conference 
on U.S. Affairs Oct. 30-Nov. 2, an annual four-
day conference led by 
cadets and attended by 
undergraduate student 
delegates from the U.S. 
and abroad.  Students 
explore ,  d i scuss  and 
listen to experts about 
t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e 
United States faces in 
this increasingly global 
society. 

Student delegates and 
cadets attended roundtable 
and panel discussions on 
15 subjects, including  
Muslim Migration and the 
Rebirth of the EU; Brazil’s 
Rise and South America’s 
Future; Women and Wealth: Role of Gender in Global 
Development ;and the African Century: Demography and 
the Prospect of Development. 

At the conclusion of the conference, students submit 
policy recommendations to their peers where the best are 
published in the Undergraduate Journal of Social Sciences.  

Many cadets held leadership roles and facilitated the 
discussions with the student delegates along with faculty 
and co-chairs who are experts in a particular roundtable 
discussion.

“My role as (cadet commander of the SCUSA 

conference) is an operational one as well as a public one,” 
Class of 2014 Cadet Christopher Kelly, American Politics 
and Russian major, said. “I ran my staff, which was in excess 
of 100 personnel and took part in all of the formal events 
as a public speaker and master of ceremonies. My staff 

is the real all-stars 
as they consistently 
impressed me with 
the great new and 
innovat ive ideas 
they brought to the 
conference.”

Kelly said he 
has participated in 
two other SCUSA 
conferences, both 
on the academic and 
operational sides.

“Last year, I was 
the Cadet point of 
contact for the cyber 
w a r f a r e  t a b l e , ” 
Kelly said.  “As a 

sophomore, I was a member of the security staff.”
SCUSA Cadet Command Sgt. Maj. Class of 2014 

Cadet Michael Cantrell said he was inspired by Secretary 
of Defense, Robert Gates’ speech at the 2011 Thayer 
Award Dinner.

“I heard Gates admonish the Corps to address a 
‘growing disconnect’ between military and society, not 
by average Americans,” Cantrell said. “He encouraged 
us to recognize that throughout our careers, as cadets and 
eventually as offi cers, we help bridge that disconnect by 
pushing ourselves to be better connected to an American 

Student Conference on U.S. Affairs conference remains a cadet-led operation

society of which we are an integral part. That exhortation has stuck with me 
since plebe year.”

Cantrell said he was impressed with the student delegates coming into 
the conference, which included 200 students from 135 universities and fi ve 
continents, who were hand selected by their respective institutions to attend 
the conference.

 “So, as much as we emphasize that SCUSA is an opportunity for our 
civilian peers to interact,” Cantrell said. “It is just as golden an opportunity 
for us cadets to connect with the world outside of West Point’s gates. Through 
SCUSA, both cadet and civilian delegates critically engage some of the United 
States’ most high-profi le global concerns as captured through our theme of 
demographic trends.

“I defi nitely count myself lucky to have had my position because I got to 
facilitate the billeting of delegates in the cadet barracks. While that may sound 
ho-hum, delegates’ ability to stay in the barracks is critical in accomplishing 
SCUSA’s mission.” he added. “Our civilian peers will get a unique opportunity 
to see what it is like to live in the barracks, and their cadet hosts will get a 
glimpse of life at a civilian university and the caliber of our civilian peers.”

The theme for the conference was “Navigating Demographic Trends,” 
with keynote speaker retired Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, a former National 
Security Advisor who served under both presidents Gerald Ford and George 
H.W. Bush, the only individual in U.S. history appointed to the position under 
two different presidents. 

“Countries try to infl uence population,” Scowcroft said. “It is a tactical 
solution, but a questionable strategy with serious and strategic aspects. China 
and India are two of the more populace countries in the world and deals with 
population in different ways. China adopted a one-child policy, and they enforce 
it quite dramatically. This is something a state can impose and it can be serious. 

India has not taken any such steps on population control and 
facing increasing diffi culties. What will the future look like?”

Scowcroft said China is facing a situation that they are just 
entering into now, as fewer children translate into only one child 
to take care of two adults. Since the one child policy was rigidly 
enforced, there happens to be a strong preference in China for 
males. 

“The population is now being skewed badly because of 
abortions and such and when you can have only one child, you 
want to make sure it is what you want,” Scowcroft said. “That 

can have a profound effect politically as well as psychologically 
inside of China. In India, the effect is quite the opposite.

“Population control is hard to do directly,” he said. “Other 
measures can be taken to mitigate the effect of population. One 
of the most important, for me, is climate control. Climate control 
or climate change could affect our food, water and oceans, and 
has a huge affect on every aspect of our lives. As we look at this, 
it is off in the future somewhere. We are only casually looking at 
policy around the edges of doing something to control something 
that can have an enormous impact.”

The U.S Military Academy fi rst hosted SCUSA in 1948 
and, for 65 years, has brought the best and brightest from 
the nation’s top Social Science programs together to discuss 
current and emerging issues of national signifi cance. 

Delegates of the 9th SCUSA conference in 1957 discussed 
the problems of a divided Germany and Japanese rearmament. 
The conference of 1977 focused on U.S. policy with the USSR 
and the rapidly deteriorating nuclear situation. More recently, 
delegates discussed the framework of “Leading in Lean 
Times,” and the conference aims to continue the tradition of 
forward thinking and rigorous discourse.

WHAT IS SCUSA?

Talking SCUSA 
on Twitter

The theme for the conference was “Navigating Demographic Trends,” with retired Lt. Gen. Brent 
Scowcroft, a former National Security Advisor who served under both presidents Gerald Ford 
and George H.W. Bush, as keynote speaker Nov. 1.                                                  KATHY EASTWOOD/PV

Groups of delegates gathered throughout Jefferson Hall to 
discuss their particular topics during the four-day Student 
Conference for U.S. Affairs Oct. 30-Nov. 2.

Through SCUSA, both cadet and civilian delegates 
critically engage some of the United States’ most 
high-profi le global concerns as captured through out 
theme of demographic trends. 

— Class of 2014 Cadet Michael Cantrell, SCUSA 
command sergeant major

“

(Left) Delegates assigned to the 
topic "The Revolution Will Be 
Tweeted" engage in a roundtable 
discussion on the role of policy in 
social media inside Jefferson Hall 
during the fi rst session of the four-
day SCUSA conference. (Below) 
Despite the occasional bout of rain, 
cadets introduced delegates to 
some of the weapons they train with 
during two sessions of weapons 
familiarization between Patton and 
Eisenhower statues. 
         PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SCUSA 65 ON FLICKR

”
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SPORTS

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Women’s Club Gift Shoppe

The West Point Women’s Club Gift Shoppe will be open 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays. The Shoppe is located just 
north of the cemetery. 

For details, visit www.shopthepoint.com.

West Point Glee Club “Legacy”
The West Point Glee Club honors our American legacy with 

music at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Eisenhower Hall. 
The event is free and open to the public.
The music commemorates the anniversaries of the Civil 

War, the Emancipation Proclamation, the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy, honors our veterans and active-duty 
military members and salutes our national legacy of seeking and 
defending freedom for all. 

Toys for Tots Collection at Army sporting events
The cadet club, Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Society, is 

collecting for its annual Toys for Tots campaign at Army sporting 
events through the fall. 

Cadets will be collecting cash and toy donations for children 
in need this holiday season. 

The events include: 
Football games—Western Kentucky (noon, Saturday).
Basketball games—Men vs. NJIT (7 p.m., Nov. 15); Women 

vs. Weber St. (1 p.m., Nov. 17); Women vs. Brown (1 p.m. Nov. 
23); and Men vs. St. Francis (3 p.m., Dec. 7).

Hockey games—Holy Cross (7 p.m., Friday); Sacred Heart 
(7 p.m. Nov. 22); and Canisius (7 p.m., Dec. 7).

Arts in the Armed Forces
Arts in the Armed Forces is proud to present its fifth annual 

Veterans Day Performance on Broadway at 7 p.m. Monday, a 
show with big stars honoring the United States Armed Forces. 

The show features the best of modern American theater 
performed by the likes of Emmy nominees Adam Driver (“Girls,” 
“Lincoln”), David Schwimmer (“Friends,” “Madagascar”) and 
many more.

The performance consists of 12-15 actors and a musical guest, 
all reading monologues and scenes.

The show is free for active-duty service members, veterans 
and their family members. 

For details and tickets, visit www.aitaf.org. 

Combined Federal Campaign returns
The Fiscal Year 2014 Combined Federal Campaign will begin 

Tuesday and runs through Dec. 13.  
For details, contact your agency keyworker or Maj. Scott 

Fawcett, Deputy G1, at 938-8448.

Book Signing
Dr. Debora Spar, president of Barnard College, will be 

signing her new book, “Wonder Women: Sex, Power and the 
Quest for Perfection” from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Nov. 18 at the Cadet 

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. 

There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons 
when available. 

For details, call diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.kontura@
usma.edu or 938-4207.

West Point Community Gymnastics Club
The West Point Community Gymnastics Club have classes 

scheduled from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursdays at the Lou Gross Sports Center.  

For details, call Carmine Giglio at 938-2880.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Environmental Decision Making lecture
Ann Polaneczky, Partners In Health, will present a lecture to 

cadets enrolled in EV450 (Environmental Decision Making), on 
PIH’s work in Haiti and Sustainable Community Development 
from 12:50-1:45 p.m. Nov. 15 in Washington Hall, Room 5300.  

For details, call Maj. Russell Thomas at 938-2679. Everyone 
is invited to attend.  

Army Education Center free seminar
Long Island University presents a free seminar titled 

“Integrating Individual and Family Therapy” from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Nov. 18 at Mahan Hall Room 127 A/B. 

To reserve a seat or for more details, contact Mary Beth 
Leggett at Marybeth.leggett@liu.edu or call 446-3818.

American Education Week 
Representatives from local colleges and the Army Education 

Center will provide college information from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Nov. 19 at the PX during American Education Week.  

Stop by to learn about degree options, course offerings, 
alternative sources and credit and financial aid options. 

For details, call Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or email nancy.
judd@usma.edu.

Transition Assistance Program workshop
Transition Assistance Program workshop is a five-day event 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The next one is scheduled from Nov. 18-22.
The workshop provides information on entitlements and 

services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 

Storm King Bike and Hike
The Storm King Bike and Hike continues through the fall.  
Route 218 is closed to vehicular traffic from Washington 

Gate to Cornwall Gate each Sunday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. through 
Nov. 19.

For details, visit the Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/
pages/Storm-King-Bike-and-Hike/151899924947472 or the 
VolunteerSpot.com page to volunteer. 

Job Assistance Workshop. 
Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 

process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Registration is required. Call the ACAP Office at 938-0634.

GT Score Improvement Class
The Army Education Center (Bldg. 683) on Buckner Loop 

will be offering a GT Score improvement class for Soldiers 
through Nov. 20. 

Class times are 6-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday with additional 
tutoring also available. 

The goal is to improve job performance, prepare Soldiers 
for more advanced schooling, increase re-enlistment options and 
enhance trainability. 

To be eligible for the training, Soldiers must have a GT score 
below 110. 

To enroll, call (DSN 688-0363/3464), or email david.byrd@
usma.edu or nancy.judd@usma.edu.

 
Army Education Center

College courses are currently offered through the Army 
Education Center at West Point. 

If you are interested in undergraduate classes, contact:
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535  

or Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas College—Alicia Owens at 845-446-

2555 or aowens@stac.edu.
If you are interested in graduate studies, contact:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice—Master’s degree 

in Public Administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or  
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University—Master’s degree in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop, 
between the MWR Fitness Center and Subway.

Bookstore.  
Everyone is invited to meet her and obtain a copy of the book.  
For details, contact Carol Fish, the Cadet Bookstore manager,  

at carol.fish@usma.edu or 938-5193.

WPWC Holiday Craft Bazaar
The West Point Women’s Club will hold its annual Holiday 

Craft Bazaar from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 23-24 at the historic 
Thayer Hotel. There is an admission fee, while children and 
cadets are free.

F o r  d e t a i l s ,  v i s i t  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
WPWCHolidayCraftBazaar or www.westpointwomensclub.
com/Holiday_Bazaar.html.

Eat, Drink and Beat Navy
The West Point Women’s Club is creating a new cookbook to 

honor the superintendent’s wife. You can submit recipes online 
or mail them. 

You may also drop them at the WPWC Gift Shoppe, during 
business hours, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays. Please submit 
by Nov. 30. 

Fo r  de t a i l s  o r  t o  submi t  on l ine ,  v i s i t  www.
westpointwomensclub.com/Cookbook.html.

AWANA registration
West Point Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed registration 

is here. AWANA is a fun, Bible-based club for 3-year-olds and 
older from the West Point community. 

The club meets from 5-6:30 p.m. Sunday evenings during 
the academic year.   

For details or to sign up, call Maj. John Cunningham at 938-
5572 or email westpointawana@gmail.com. 

(Attention) Tickets for illegal parking
The West Point Military Police is issuing tickets to vehicles 

illegally parked in the Central Parking Area. This has been a 
continuing problem and there is going to be strict enforcement.

Food Drive
The West Point and Town of Highlands Scouting 

Communities are teaming up to help conduct the Better 
Opportunities for Single Soldiers 2013 Holiday Food Drive 
in support of military families in need at West Point.  

The collection of food will take place at 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Place your nonperishable food donations in bags outside your 
front door prior to that time.  

The Scouts are excited to again be a part of this 
worthwhile event, and they thank you in advance for your 
kindness and generosity.  

For details, email troop23.fooddrive@gmail.com.         
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ONGOING

JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE ADULTS

Hunting Lottery 
Join MWR for opening day slots of the hunting lottery at 6 

p.m. Thursday at the Victor Constant Ski Slope. You must pre-
register with Round Pond Recreation Area at 938-2503, which 
is open seven days a week from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

You must bring Military/DOD ID, Valid NYS Hunting 
License and West Point Hunting Permit.

BOSS end of home football games party
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers starting at 10 

p.m. Saturday at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion for its end of season 
(home Army football games) party. 

There is a minimal charge for this event. 
For details, call 938-6497.

Ballroom Dancing at the West Point Club
Come dance the afternoon away at the West Point Club’s 

Grand Ballroom with its autumn lunch buffet. This event is 
scheduled from noon-4 p.m. Nov. 17. 

Entertainment will be provided by Indigo International. 
There is a minimal fee for club members and non-members. 
Reservations are strongly suggested. 

Go Army Spirit Luncheons
The Go Army Spirit Luncheons will be held at the West 

Point Club’s Grand Ballroom. Doors open at 11:15 a.m. and the 
luncheons begin at 11:30 a.m. 

Buy your tickets early for reserved seating. Tickets are on 
sale from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday through the West Point 
Club’s Cashier Offi ce. 

For details, call 938-5120. Luncheon dates are as follows:
Thursday—Western Kentucky;
Dec. 12—Navy.

Veterans Day weekend kennel special
Morgan Farm is now taking reservations for the Veterans Day 

weekend. Drop off your pet on Friday and pick up on Tuesday. 
Get four nights of kenneling for the price of three. For pricing 

and reservations, call 938-3926.

Thanksgiving weekend kenneling
Morgan Farm is now taking reservations for the Thanksgiving 

weekend. Dog grooming is also available by appointment.
For pet boarding prices and reservations, call 938-3926.

2013 Army Digital Photography Contest 
The 2013 Army Digital Photography Contest runs through 

Nov. 30. It is open to active duty Soldiers and family members, 
retirees and Army civilians.  

To enter, complete an entry form and submit photos online 
by visiting http://apps.imcom.army.mil/apptracmain. 

For details, call the West Point Arts and Crafts Center at 
938-4812.

FOR THE YOUTHS

SAC Night Out pajamas and a movie
Join the School Age Center at the Lee Area CYSS Facility for 

a night out of fun, games and a movie. This event is scheduled 
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Friday. Open to children in grades K-5. 

A reservation is required. There is a minimal fee for this event. 
To make reservations, call 938-8530.

BOSS, ACS and the Exchange Project Angel Tree
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers and Army 

Community Service are teaming up again this year from Nov. 
25-Dec. 10 at the Exchange for the Exchange Project Angel Tree. 

Pick a decoration with the age and gender of a West Point 
child and purchase an age appropriate gift or wrapping paper. 
Put the gift and the decoration from the tree in the box and make 
a child’s Christmas morning special. 

For details, call 938-6497.

CYSS Winter Basketball 
Child, Youth and School Services Winter Basketball 

registration is ongoing now for military families, begins Tuesday  
for civilian families and will conclude Nov. 29. 

Coaches are also needed for the Winter Basketball season.  
For details, call the Youth Sports offi ce at 938-3550/8896.

Open House for the new Arts and Crafts Facility
Stop by to meet the instructors and see the new Arts and 

Crafts facility from 4-6 p.m. Thursday. See what is coming up 
and let the instructors know what you would like to see offered.  

Learn about the exciting new services and products the 
facility will be offering. 

The new facility is located at Bldg. 693, Washington Rd.
Refreshments will be served. For details, call 938-4812.

Sunday Brunch
Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club runs through Sunday 

in the Hudson Room. Reserved seating on the Patio. There is a 
minimal fee for this brunch. Non-members add 20 percent and 
children ages 6-12 are half price. 

For details, call 938-5120/446-5504 or visit westpointmwr.
com/club.

Ski and Snowboard sale
Come out to Victor Constant Ski Lodge from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Sunday-Monday for a Ski and Snowboard sale.
The Ski Barn will fi ll the Victor Constant Ski Lodge with the 

best bargains of the season. For details, call 938-8623.

BOSS and ACS Thanksgiving Food Drive
The Thanksgiving Food Drive sponsored by Better 

Opportunities for Single Soldiers and Army Community Service 

is teaming up with the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. Monday. 

The Boy Scouts will pick up food for the food drive at 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Come spend a few hours at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion 
to help make this holiday season a brighter one. There will also 
be a BSP Fall clean-up. 

For details, call 938-6497.

MWR Fitness Center Turkey Trot 5K
Join the MWR Fitness Center for a Turkey Trot 5K Nov. 

16. Registration begins at 7 a.m. with a shotgun start at 8 a.m. 
Pre-registration is ongoing. Race begins and ends at the 

MWR Fitness Center. Prizes for top 3 fi nishers—adults, teens 
and children. There is a minimal registration fee. 

For details, call 938-6490.

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
Join Leisure Travel Services Nov. 28 for its annual New York 

City trip to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
Motor coach transportation leaves West Point at 6 a.m. 

from LTS, 683 Buckner Loop (next to Subway), and returns 
immediately after the parade. 

Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased at LTS or call 
938-3601.

Thanksgiving Day Feast
Join the West Point Club for its traditional Thanksgiving Feast 

Nov. 28. Two seatings will be available for its patrons. 
The fi rst seating is at noon in the Pierce Dining Room. Second 

seating is at 2 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom. Children 5 and under 
eat for free. For pricing and reservations, call 938-5120.

Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular
Leisure Travel Services now has tickets for this year’s 

Christmas Spectacular starring the Rockettes at Radio City Music 
Hall in New York City.

Tickets are available for Dec. 9, 16 and 19. All seats are 
Orchestra seating, rows J-M. All performances are 5 p.m. 
curtains, leaving West Point at 1 p.m. and return to West Point 
immediately following the performance. 

The fee includes Motor Coach transportation. 
For details, call 938-3601.

For details, call 938-5120 or 446-5504.

BOSS Thanksgiving Dinner
Join BOSS for Thanksgiving dinner from 5-8 p.m. Nov. 26 at 

the Community Center (Bldg. 693, Washington Rd.). This event 
is free for all who attend.

For details, call (973) 896-0757.Arts and Crafts Shop November classes
The new Arts and Crafts Shop, located at Bldg. 693, 

Washington Rd., is offering many classes during the month of 
November. The classes include:

• Family Cupcake Decorating Class—5-7 p.m. Thursday;
• Time Management in the Kitchen with Donna Douglass—5-6 

p.m. Nov. 14;
• Thanksgiving Baking Class, adults only—5-7 p.m. Nov. 19. 
There is a minimal fee for all classes. For details, call 938-

4812.

Exceptional Family Member Program Focus Group
If you have a family member enrolled in the EFMP, this is 

the place for you. Come, let your voice be heard. 
EFMP needs to make the best possible use of its resources 

and wants to focus on what you want. 
Join the group at ACS from 6-7 p.m. Tuesday or 11:30 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. Wednesday for a focus group meeting. 
For details, contact 938-5655/0232, josephine.toohey@usma.

edu or allison.walker@usma.edu. 
For planning purposes, please RVSP no later than Monday.

ACS Employment Readiness November Workshop
Join Army Community Service for an Employment Readiness 

Workshop from 1-4 p.m. Nov. 14 titled “Ten Steps to a Federal 
Job.” 

If you are seeking federal employment, this workshop will 
provide you with valuable information about the federal job 
system. Workshops are held at ACS, Bldg. 622. 

Register for the class by calling 938-5658, emailing christina.
overstreet@usma.edu or online by visiting MWR’s webpage at 
www.westpointmwr.com. 
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Flu Immunization Schedule
High Risk Benefi ciaries: Vaccinations are currently 

available. Those beneficiaries meeting the criteria for 
high risk may walk into the KACH Immunization 
Clinic from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and 8-11 
a.m. Thursday. 

Please remember patients with appointments have priority 
over walk-in patients.  

Benefi ciary Flu Drive: For healthy benefi ciaries, do not 
walk into the immunization clinic but rather attend one of the 
benefi ciary fl u drives:

• Thursday and Nov. 14 from 3-6 p.m. at KACH’s Family 
Medicine Clinic;

• Advance notice will be given if the hours do change.
Tenant Units (Active-Duty Soldiers):
• Nov. 18, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at Eisenhower Hall (East 

Ballroom).
Civilian Staff (no contractors)
• Nov. 19, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Eisenhower Hall.
For details and updates, contact the KACH Flu Vaccine 

Information Line at 938-6398.

Keller Corner

USMA Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through Nov. 14
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Nov. 7-14
Channels 8/23

Friday—Thor: The Dark World 
3D (fi rst run), PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Thor: The Dark 
World 3D (first run), PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.

(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.
com/ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

• Tour of Harness Racing Museum—Balfour 
Beatty Communities has planned a family event at the 
Harness Racing Museum and Hall of Fame from 1-2:30 
p.m. Nov. 14. 

There is a mini-tour of the museum, kids will participate 
in horse games, create a horse-themed craft and take a ride 
on the Harness Racing 3-D Simulator. 

BBC will provide soft drinks and snacks. Transportation 
is on your own, please carpool. 

Register via email at jgellman@bbcgrp.com and give 
the number of adults and children names and ages attending 
by Friday.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty CommunitiesStanding for Freedom: A West 

Point Veterans Day celebration
Submitted by the West Point Band

The West Point Band will present a Veterans Day celebration 
at 3 p.m. Sunday at Eisenhower Hall Theatre. Along with world-
class music, the production will celebrate Veterans Day with a 
variety of multimedia, including narration and video displays. 
This concert is free and open to the public.

The performance will be conducted by the West Point 
Band’s commander, Lt. Col. Jim Keene, and will be performed 
by an ensemble comprised of musicians of the Jazz Knights and 
Concert Band. 

Selections include “God of Our Fathers,” “Civil War 
Fantasy,” and “Variations on a Korean Folk Song.” The music 
of World War II will be on display as the Jazz Knights perform 
“Well Git It,” “Take the A Train,” and the Glenn Miller classic 
“In the Mood.” 

The vocal talents of Cpl. Jeremy Gaynor will be featured on 
the popular song “Letters from War.” Gaynor will be joined by 
Master Sgt. MaryKay Messenger as they sing Keene’s original 
composition “Standing for Freedom.” 

The performance will also include a performance of “The 
Liberty Bell,” as no Veterans Day concert is complete without a 
march from John Philip Sousa. 

Other selections include “Mansions of the Lord,” “Fort 
McHenry,” and Academy Award winning composer Michael 
Giacchino’s “Medal of Honor.” 

The concert will close with a salute to the veterans as the 
band performs the “Armed Forces Medley.”

Free tickets are required for the performance. They can be 
downloaded at westpointband.com or picked up at the following 
locations at West Point: West Point Visitors Center, West Point 
Museum, Hotel Thayer, Ike Hall Box Offi ce, MWR and Egner 
Hall (Bldg 685).

Free ticket locations outside of West Point include the 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor (New Windsor), WHUD 
(Beacon), and MIX 97 (Poughkeepsie).

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 845-
938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found by following us on 
Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter.

The West Point Band will present a Veterans Day concert at 3 p.m. Sunday at Eisenhower Hall Theatre. 
For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com.                                                                                                          
             courtesy Photo
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Women’s Soccer defeats Navy, earns “Star”
       sPorts

Army Rifle reclaims President’s 
Trophy from other academies

Sophomore forward Katie Holder scored midway 
through the first half, which ended up being the 
game-winning goal, in Army’s 2-0 win over Navy 
Nov. 1 at Clinton Field. With the win, Army hosted 
Tuesday’s Patriot League quarterfinal against 
American and lost in a shootout.  courtesy Photo

Nov. 7-15
Corps

Friday—Men’s BasketBall vs. air Force at lexington, 
va., 1 p.M.

Friday—WoMen’s volleyBall vs. aMerican, gillis 
Field House, 7 p.M.

Friday—Hockey vs. Holy cross, tate rink, 7:05 p.M.

saturday—FootBall vs. Western kentucky, MicHie 
stadiuM, noon.

saturday—WoMen’s volleyBall vs. loyola Maryland, 
gillis Field House, 7:30 p.M.

nov. 14—WoMen’s BasketBall vs. FairleigH 
dickinson, cHristl arena, 7 p.M.

nov. 15—Men’s volleyBall vs. nJit, cHristl arena, 
7 p.M.

nov.15—Men’s soccer Hosts patriot league soccer 
seMiFinals, clinton Field, tiMe tBa.

Sports calendar

By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications 

Sophomore forward Katie Holder scored midway through 
the first half and sophomore forward Candace Stewart tallied 
just before halftime intermission as Army made that lead stand 
in a 2-0 victory over Navy Nov. 1 in the “Star” Match on Senior 
Night at Clinton Field before 1,204 partisan fans.

Army’s victory was the first Patriot League loss suffered by 
the Midshipmen (15-4-0, 8-1-0 PL), who clinched the tournament 
top seed last week, and was the first time Navy was scored upon 
in conference play following eight straight shutouts. 

It also opened the door for Boston University, who could 
co-share the regular-season league title with the Midshipmen 
with a win over Bucknell Nov. 2.

The win also kept alive Army’s hopes to host a quarterfinal 
round of the Patriot League Tournament Tuesday as the Black 
Knights (8-7-3, 4-3-2) finished with 14 points (three for a win, one 
for a tie), but that depends upon the Boston University-Bucknell 
matchup and American-Colgate Nov. 2. 

A win or tie by the Terriers over the Bison and the same for 
Colgate over American, allows Army to host as Bucknell and the 
Eagles would finish with 13 points.

Army took charge of the game in the first half as it outshot 
Navy 7-2 with Holder recording her third game winner of the 
season when she tallied off an assist from senior Kimberly An 
in the 28th minute. Her shot from the middle of the box beat 
goalkeeper Elizabeth Hoerner, who came into the game showing 
a stingy 0.44 goals-against average and was unscored upon in 
league play.

“It was a great win for our senior,” Holder said after the game. 
“I couldn’t be happier. The crowd was great, we don't ever get 
that, so it was really nice and it’s a great rivalry. We practiced 
a lot on how they play, and we knew exactly what to do when 
we stepped on the field and it worked out really well. The fact 
that we got the first goal against them made all the difference.”

Just over a minute later, Navy’s Morgan Dankanich’s took 

the first shot for the Midshipmen and it went wide before the 
Midshipmen took their lone shot on goal in the first half at the 
15:34 mark, but it was rejected by freshman keeper Jordan 
Cassalia.

Army boosted its lead to 2-0 with just two minutes remaining 
to intermission on Stewart’s unassisted goal from 17 yards off a 
loose ball for her third tally of the season.

Navy outshot Army 8-5 in the second half with four shots 
on goal, but was thwarted by Cassalia and a determined Army 
defense. 

There were dangerous opportunities for Navy, the first on a 
close header by Ashlynn Soellner for a team save when senior 
co-captain midfielder Joey Molacek kicked the ball away.

The Midshipmen took three shots on goal late in the game 
with Dankanich, who leads the league in goals (12) and game 
winners (six), firing two of those shots but was rejected each 
time by Cassalia. 

Her first attempt came with 11 minutes left in the game on a 
close shot that Cassalie grabbed with junior defender Madison 
Oliver getting a piece of the ball as well. Dankanich’s final 
attempt from the end line on a shot to the near right post was 
snagged by Casslia with five minutes left.

Navy’s last shot, a header by Soellner with 2:24 to go, was 
rejected by Cassalia who recorded her fourth save of the game 
to protect her fifth clean sheet of the season and second in league 
play in her first Army-Navy game.

“Give Credit to our team, they went out and played very well 
against an outstanding Navy team,” first-year Army coach Marcia 
McDermott said. “It all stemmed from really good defense high 
up the field and the ability to win the ball.

“Kim (An) is a remarkable competitor. She’s been a great 
goal scorer for us, but she’ll play in any role we need her to. 
I think we played really good defense across the board,” she 
added. “We did a good job at executing our defensive game plan 
and that led to a lot of our attacking opportunities. The fans here 
are fantastic, the rivalry is remarkable and the fans tonight were 
crucial to our team’s play.”

By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications 

Senior Michael Matthews earned medalist honors in 
smallbore and runner-up in air rifle as Army’s Rifle team 
reclaimed the President’s Trophy Match for the seventh time in 
the last nine years after edging defending champion Air Force, 
5,809-5,800, at Bancroft Hall Rifle Range on the campus of host 
Navy Nov. 2. The Midshipmen finished a distant third (5,750) 
followed by the Coast Guard (5,510) in rounding out the service-
academy field. 

In the five-man scoring format employed in this meet, Army 
fired a 2,872 in smallbore and 2,937 in air rifle. In the NCAA 
four-man composite, the Black Knights outpointed the Falcons 
4,654-4,649 followed by Navy (4,609) and the Coast Guard 
(4,435). 

The Black Knights (2-2), ranked fourth nationally, set a 
season high 2,349 in air rifle, while posting their second highest 
score of the season in smallbore (2,305) and aggregate (4,654). 
Army swept team honors in both disciplines, edging No. 6 Air 
Force by two points in smallbore (2,305) and three in air rifle 
(2,346) en route to its five-point edging of the Falcons in the 
NCAA format. 

Matthews, a two-time All-American in smallbore, tied his 

season high besting the field in that discipline with a 584 in 
prevailing over the Falcons’ Meredith Carpentier, who posted 
a 582. 

Carpentier denied Matthews from sweeping both events after 
edging him in air rifle by a point with a 590. The Army senior 
posted a season best 589, improving upon his previous high by 
two points, en route to a combined score of 1,173. 

Senior Richard Calvin, an All-American in air rifle, tied for 
third-place honors in his signature event with a 588 in sharing 
that spot with two others, to include freshman teammate Allen 
Solida, who set a personal best after shattering his previous high 
by 16 points. 

Freshman Marvin Lewis and sophomore Olivia Nardone tied 
for sixth place with identical 586s. Matthews, Calvin, Lewis, 
Nardone and Solida rounded out Army’s firing unit in air rifle. 

Joining Matthews on Army’s scoring unit in smallbore were 
sophomore Alyssa Gestl (577), senior All-American Joseph 
Todaro (574), freshman Danielle Cuomo (570) and Nardone 
(567). Gestl nipped Navy’s Steven Frazier by a point for fifth 
place with Todaro earning the sixth spot as three Black Knights 
finished in the top six, to include medalist. 

“I am very pleased with our performance today,” Army coach 
Ron Wigger said. “It was a pressure match for us trying to get 
the trophy back. We hung on in a very close meet.” 


