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Cadets head to class Wednesday in spite of the government shutdown, which has furloughed the majority 
of the civillian faculty and workforce at the U.S. Military Academy. “While we will continue our education 
and training mission, our ability to deliver at a Tier 1 education level of quality is significantly degraded 
without our valued civilian employees.” said the Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor, the Dean of the Academic 
Board. For a message from the Superintendent and more information on how the government shutdown is 
affecting the Academy and West Point see pages 2 and 3. Photo by Sgt. 1St ClaSS ChriStoPher FinCham/USma Pao nCoiC
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News & Features

This edition of the Pointer View was published within 
a shortened deadline before the staff was released due to 
the federal government shutdown. All material was edited 

Tuesday morning with the furlough information available 
online. The items in the calendar section were submitted 
prior to the shutdown and may no longer be available to the 

public. Please be advised and use the contact information 
for confirmation of events. We apologize in advance for any 
inconvenience.

Notice from the Pointer View’s managing editor 

• Individual queries about civilian employment information 
should be emailed to CPAC: FurloughQA2013@usma.edu   

• Frequent asked questions and answers will be posted on the 
USMA website: http://www.usma.edu/furlough

• Furlough updates will be posted at the garrison facebook page:
www.facebook.com/WestPointGarrison 

• Telephone hotline for pre-recorded government shutdown 
updates and announcements: 845-938-7000 

West Point Community Members,

As you know, the Department of Defense received 
instruction to begin an orderly shutdown due to the 
government budgetary impasse and the Academy is 
executing its plan for lapse in appropriations in order 
to continue our mission. 

This disruption was a result of Congress failing 
to enact either an FY 2014 budget or a continuing 
resolution after the 2013 fiscal year ended on 30 
September.  

We acknowledge that our civilian workforce is 
deeply impacted with temporary furloughs beginning 
this week.  Please know that furloughs in no way 

diminish the importance of your work to the Army or 
our mission.  We recognize the tremendous hardship 
on you and your families, and we are doing all we can 
to both support you personally through this impasse, 
and to secure salary funding as expeditiously as 
possible.

The current situation is fluid, and we will keep 
the community informed through the impasse using 
information services established for this purpose  
listed below. 

While cadets will continue to attend classes and 
participate in scheduled extracurricular activities, 
we are also ensuring the safety and security of 
the installation remains functional.  These include 

firefighters, security guards, medical personnel, 
utilities and other excepted personnel.  

We respect and admire your patience and 
perseverance through all of this, especially after the 
furloughs over the summer.  We are committed to 
work with you, and let’s hope it will terminate soon.  
I could not be more grateful for your understanding 
and support in such trying circumstances, and want to 
thank you for your continued dedication to the U.S. 
Military Academy and the Army. 

Robert L. Caslen Jr.
Superintendent

West Point Garrison 
shutdown information
Submitted by the West Point Garrison’s 
Office

 
    West Point Garrison will continue to 
accomplish its critical missions during this 
government-wide shutdown with minimal 
closures, but many will be at a reduced level 
or slower pace. 

Our primary focus will remain supporting 
the education of our cadets, in addition to 
ensuring health, life and safety of the entire 
West Point community. 

Our security and fire department forces will 
be fully manned to ensure this is accomplished. 

During this shutdown there will be several 
offices that will be shutdown or operating at 
only minimal capacity.

Activities/offices that will be shutdown 
completely include:

• Commissary;

• Visitors Center
• EEO
• Residential Communities Initiative 

(RCI) LifeWorks
• Constitution Island
• Vehicle Registration
• West Point Museum
Key facilities that will be open are:
• West Point Schools
• Exchange and Shopette
• All MWR activites, to include Child 

Development Centers and School Age Services
• DA Photo office.
ID Card operations will still be ongoing, 

but on an appointment-basis only. 
Balfour Beatty Communities will remain 

100 percent operational and will inprocess 
anyone requiring post housing.

Temporary signs have been placed in front of the Visitors Center and other 
locations due to the Government Shutdown. Photo by Sgt. ChriS CamaCho/USma Pao

Shutdown message from the Superintendent 
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By Britney Walker
Public Affairs Officer
Keller Army Community Hospital

Despite the implementation of an 
orderly government shutdown, 
K e l l e r  A r m y  C o m m u n i t y 
Hospital  will  continue to 
honor all currently existing 
appointments, continue to 
see urgent/acute/emergency 
patients, maintain services in 
behavioral health/obstetrics/
Pediatrics/Adult Wellness/
Wounded Warrior/inpatient/
p h a r m a c y / l a b / r a d i o l o g y, 
continue making acute and same 
day appointment services, and 
support mission critical medical services for 
operational forces. 

This means if you have an appointment—
please come in and see us, we will be here for 
you.  

Elective surgeries/procedures will be 
curtailed unless the attending physician 

assesses a threat to life/limb/
health. 

Similarly, no new routine 
appointments will be added 
to our existing schedules so 
if this situation is protracted 
our patients may experience 
a delay in accessing routine 
appointments. 

Keller Army Community 
Hospital will strive to minimize 

the impact of these limitations on 
the healthcare services available to 

our valued beneficiaries.

Keller services continue 
despite govt’ shutdown

The following information and links are 
provided by the U.S. Army to assist those 
experiencing hardship due to the government 
shutdown.

• Employee Assistance Program—EAP 
(FOH4you) is a free, 24-hour confidential 
counseling and referral service that can help 
you and your family successfully deal with 
life’s challenges. They are available via phone 
at 1-800-222-0364, or online at www.foh4you.
com

• Federal Occupational Health’s Work/Life 
program is offered to you and your dependents 
at no cost and you can use the services as often 
as you like.  Call or log in today at 1-877-WL4-
NOAA (1-877-954-6622), (TTY 800-873-
1322), or online www.WorkLife4You.com

• Army Emergency Relief
http://www.aerhq.org/dnn563/ 

• OPM: Furlough guidance
http://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/

pay-leave/furlough-guidance#url=Shutdown-
Furlough

• Civilian Personnel Office: Guidance for 
the 2014 lapse in appropriations 

http://cpol.army.mil/

• DOD: Financial planning during civilian 
furlough: http://www.whs.mil/HRD/Furlough/
FinancialPlanning.cfm

• Military One Source is available at 
1-800-342-9647, or their crisis line is 1-800-
273-TALK. It is available online at http://www.
militaryonesource.mil/army

Resources available during 
government shutdown

By Karen Parrish
American Forces Press Service

SEOUL, South Korea, Oct. 1, 2013 – The 
Defense Department and other government 
agencies responsible for national security will 
carry out their missions despite the government 
shutdown, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said 
here today.        

The secretary, traveling in the Asia-Pacific 
this week for high-level meetings here and 
in Japan, sat down with reporters traveling 
with him to explain what is known, and what 
isn’t, as nonessential government services are 
temporarily mothballed.

The secretary said he left last night’s 
state dinner honoring the U.S.-South Korea 
alliance, at which he spoke, “a little early” 
for a teleconference with Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter, comptroller Bob Hale and 
acting general counsel Robert Taylor. During 
that conversation, he said, the four discussed 
possibilities for minimizing the shutdown’s 
effects on some 400,000 civilian employees 
who will be furloughed.

“Our uniformed military are taken care of” 
and will be paid, the secretary said, because 
President Barack Obama signed that exemption. 
Hagel said most Defense Department civilians 
who will be furloughed will receive official 
notification when they report to work today, 
and “will be asked to go home.” Those who are 
exempt from the shutdown will remain at work 
and will be paid, he added. 

Government agencies, including the 
Office of Management and Budget, have 
issued guidance to the civilian workforce 
in recent weeks on how to implement a 
shutdown. Hagel said today the department 
is working to identify whether some civilians 
may be called back from furlough based on 
the nature of their duties, but he cautioned the 
question might not be answerable immediately. 

“Our  l awyer s 
are now looking 
through the law 
that the president 
signed … to see 
i f  there’s  any 
margin here, or 
widening in the 
in t e rp re t a t ion 
of  the  law of 
exempt versus 
n o n - e x e m p t 
c iv i l i ans ,”  he 
said. “But it’s a 
priority that we 
have, that we’re 
working on right 
now. It’s, in fact, the priority in our general 
counsel’s office.”

Hagel will again consult with other 
Pentagon leaders later this evening – Seoul 
is 13 hours ahead of Washington – to further 
manage the adjustments the shutdown forces 
on the department.

The secretary noted he has been asked 
repeatedly by South Korean officials here why 
the shutdown occurred. Hagel, this week, called 
the action irresponsible, and he said today it 
affects “our relationships around the world.”

He added, “It cuts straight to the obvious 
question: can you rely on the United States … 
to fulfill its commitments to its allies?”

The secretary continued, “Here this great 
republic and democracy, the United States 
of America, shuts down its government. The 
Pentagon, even though we are exempted - our 
military – has no budget. We are still living 
under this dark cloud of uncertainty, not 
knowing what’s going to happen.”

The shutdown affects missions around the 
world, the confidence of the nation’s allies and 
planning for pending budget cuts, he said, but 
core missions will be carried out.’

“We’re going 
to  be  ab le  to 
fulfill our mission 
of keeping this 
c o u n t r y  … 
secure, we will 
fulfill our mission 
of maintaining the 
alliances we have 
and our troops 
in South Korea 
[ a n d ]  J a p a n , 
and other treaty 
o b l i g a t i o n s , ” 
Hagel stated.

He warned, 
however, that the 

shutdown casts a significant pall over America’s 
credibility with its allies.

“It is nonsensical … it is completely 
irresponsible,” the secretary said. “It’s needless. 
It didn’t have to happen. And I would hope that 
our Congress can find a new center of gravity of 
responsibility, and start to govern.”

Hagel said the shutdown “puts us all in 
a very difficult spot.” A strong military is 
essential to the nation’s security, he said, but 
civilian employees, not only in DOD, but 
across government, also play a vital role in 
that mission.

“To think of what this is doing to these 
civilian employees and their families … 
they’ve taken furloughs already this year – 
administrative furloughs,” the secretary said. 
“Now we have legal furloughs. This is going 
to impact the future of a lot of our employees.”

Hagel said a number of senior DOD 
civilians have spoken to him in recent months 
about their future.

“Their spouses are not happy; they have 
families – [they ask] how can we rely on a 
paycheck, how can we rely on a future … when 
this is the way we’re going to be treated?”

He added, “And I don’t blame them. 
That human dimension often gets lost in this 
great arena of debate in Washington – what 
we’re doing to our people … who make the 
government function.”

Without quality employees, he added, 
“you will have a dysfunctional system; a 
dysfunctional government. This is serious.”

Military and civilian leaders from himself 
and Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff – who is also in Seoul 
this week – on down have sent out messages 
this week to the military and civilian workforce 
and “are upset about” the shutdown, Hagel said.

“When you take that number of civilian 
employees out of the mix of everyday planning 
and working … you’re going to impact 
readiness,” he said. “There’s no point in kidding 
about that. But [Americans] should not be 
concerned that their security is now in jeopardy. 
It is not; it will not be.”

Hagel said he tries to reassure civilian 
employees, but he knows the events of the last 
year haven’t been “very reassuring to people 
who have begun to build very promising, 
important careers, and their families rely on 
that – their wives, their husbands, their children. 
To see this kind of uncertainty, now, become 
almost a regular dimension of their career is 
very unsettling, and I don’t try to convince 
them otherwise.”

Hagel said he does believe “we will find 
a new center of gravity of governing in the 
United States of America; I think we are seeing 
an evolving new coalition of governance start 
to appear.”

It may take an election cycle or two for that 
evolution to take hold, Hagel said.

“I do have confidence in our country,” 
he said. “I do have confidence in our people 
… [and] almost a uniquely American self-
correction process. We can fix our own 
problems, and we always have.”

U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel briefs 
reporters in Seoul, South Korea, Oct. 1, 2013. 
DoD Photo by erin a. KirK-CUomo

Hagel says national security assured during shutdown
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By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

If spring is for breaks and summer is all about vacations 
then what’s left for the fall?

The answer was Oktoberfest for hundreds of attendees 
gathered around Victor Constant Ski Slope Sept. 27-28. The 
West Point MWR hosted the annual family-friendly festival 
that featured all the fixings for a traditional celebration of 
German heritage. Though the first day was an invite for 
adults only, Saturday included all sorts of games, contests, 
music and food for all ages.

Lyndsey Harris, who organizes special events for 
MWR, said approximately 1,200 attended Oktoberfest 
this year.

“Oktoberfest is a time for the community to get together 
and celebrate with a lot of good music and food,” she said. 
“For families, they can enjoy this beautiful weather, relax 
and let the kids run around. Sometimes we get so busy with 
things that there’s no time to simply have fun together, so 
that’s always a draw for Oktoberfest.”

Lending their support to the annual festival were 
members of the West Point Women’s Club, the Better 
Opportunities for Single Soldiers and the West Point Arts 
and Crafts Center. 

The Weiner Dog race was a huge attraction for 
attendees, as well as the eating competition. A departure 
from last year’s sweet strudel, a savory main course of 
bratwurst was served up to a table of seven amateur eaters. 
Harris said that the winner, Dean Jaeger, had just finished 
a plate of food when he was recruited into the contest. The 
night before, a stein holding contest featured two finalists 

squaring off at arm’s length, holding a full one-liter stein 
for what seemed like an endless amount of time.

“Those steins had to weigh over five pounds and finally 
we had to call it because those two guys were starting to 
bend,” Harris said. “That was a lot of fun to watch.”

The music for the day was provided by returning local 
favorites, Alpine Squeeze and MATH Band. The latter 
is comprised of faculty and family members from the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences who played a spirited 
set of classic and contemporary pop and rock. 

Steve Horton, lead guitarist, said they’ve been playing 
Oktoberfest for the past three years.

“We mostly play for our own social functions in the 
Math Department,” Horton said. “We play for fun.”

“We want to support the local community and inspire 
cadets,” Doug McInvale added. 

When McInvale isn’t singing in MATH Band, he’s 
an academy professor who currently teaches numerical 
analysis to math majors. The band roster includes Eleanor 
Abernethy on lead vocals, Amelia Horton on keyboard and 
horns, Charles Levine on rhythm guitar, Nick Howard on 
drums and Brian MacDonald on the bass.

The band wasn’t the only one getting a spotlight at 
Oktoberfest. Class of 2017 Cadet Kelsey Wohleben became 
somewhat a celebrity himself. Being the only uniformed 
cadet that afternoon in attendance, the Company I-3 plebe 
took it in stride when asked to pose with strangers for 
photos. Oktoberfest was also a chance for Wohleben to 
celebrate his 18th birthday with the Kemkes, his host family. 

“I don’t know, it’s pretty cool to be the only cadet here 
now. An international couple came up to me and asked for 
a picture, so that was pretty neat,” he said. 

Oktoberfest remains best fare for fall season
From classic rock to contemporary pop, the MATH Band entertained the crowd under the tent Sept. 28 during Oktoberfest. The group is comprised of faculty 
and family members of the Department of Mathematical Science. Photo ProviDeD by the math banD  

Serving up a menu of bratwurst, hot dogs, fries and more 
were members of the West Point Better Opportunities for 
Single Soldiers. miKe StraSSer/Pv

http://www.pointerview.com/
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

American Institute of Chemical Engineers Club: The 
cadets of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers Club 
and the section of the club affectionately named the West Point 
Chocolate Factory traveled to the “Sweetest Place on Earth” 
Sept. 27, in Hershey, Pa.  

Cadets toured the Hershey Research and Development Center 
and Chocolate World to learn more about chemical engineering 
from one of the biggest producers of chocolate in the country.  
For the fifth year in a row, this trip section was hosted by Matt 
Andersen, a Class of 1994 graduate, who organized an excellent 
and memorable program. 

Through donations of supplies from Hershey, Directorate 
of Cadet Activities support and the recent hard work of Cadets 
David Arrowchis, Leland Foster and Aaron Beyea, the club has 
been making chocolate again this year.  Arrowchis brought some 
of his recent product for evaluation from the experts at Hershey.  

The club also has plans for a chocolate-tasting event at the 
“Beat Eastern Michigan” Tailgate on Oct. 12 at the BOSS facility 
(Bldg. 628).  

Portuguese Language Club: The West Point Soccer 
Club, currently a subset of the Portuguese Language Club, had 
a great start to its 2013-14 season by winning its first two games 
of the year. WPSC hosted SUNY New Paltz Sept. 21 and then 
traveled to New Jersey to play Stevens Institute of Technology. 
WPSC proved to be more than a formidable opponent for New 
Paltz, winning 6-1 in their season opener.

Corbin Forum: The Corbin Forum participated in a Women 
Leadership Symposium at the Women’s Memorial in Arlington 
National Cemetery, Sept. 20-21. The highlight of the event was 
a presentation given by the Assistant Secretary of the Army, 
the Honorable Katherine G. Hammack, who presented insights 
centered on women in leadership roles. She also addressed 
issues related to her personal experiences and how she provided 
guidance and motivation to women working in leadership 
positions in active military careers. 

The presentation titled “Called to Serve: Leading Boldly 
into the Next Decade” was also the theme of the symposium and 
was designed to empower female military officers to lead boldly 
in their military careers to shape and enable positive change in 
military culture. A number of distinguished leaders from the 
public and private sectors offered their support, personal advice 
and motivation to the cadets. Attending were Class of 2014 
Cadets Savannah Haden and Nicole Miller, Class of 2015 Cadets 
Tessa Knight and Sarah Goodman, and Class of 2017 Cadets 
Alaina Kappner and Taylor Endres.

Orienteering Club: The West Point Orienteering Team, 
led by Class of 2014 Cadet Mark McCormick, hosted the ninth 
annual Orienteering Skills Workshop at Lake Frederick and 
Trophy Point, Sept. 27-29. 

Team members instructed basic orienteering skills to more 
than 400 scouts desiring to earn their merit badge. Training was 
conducted through small group instruction and a cadet led terrain 
walk, preparing the scouts for three orienteering courses of 
increasing difficulty, the first two at Lake Frederick on Saturday 
afternoon and the final course Sunday morning at Trophy Point. 

The event helped raise funds for the team’s competitions 
while also building military-civil relations and setting an example 
for a younger generation.

Marathon Team: The West Point Marathon Team 
dominated the Yonkers Half Marathon. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Danny Schlich won the race with a time 
of 1 hour, 13 minutes. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Connor Roche, Class of 2017 Cadet 
Mario Lund and Class of 2015 Cadet Austin Semmel placed 
third, fifth and sixth, respectively. The team had 10 male runners 
in the top 15. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Mackenzie Vaughn was the third overall 
female finisher, and Class of 2016 Cadet Mackenzie Riford, Class 
of 2014 Cadet Rachel Phillips, Class of 2017 Cadet Theresa 
Konecni and Class of 2014 Cadet Christina Hofer were close 
behind.  

Skeet and Trap Club: Ten cadets from the West Point 
Skeet and Trap Team traveled to Weston, Conn., Sept. 28, to 
shoot with the Weston Gun Club. The shooting event was a 
Sporting Clays competition, which challenges cadets to shoot 
a wide variety of non-standard target presentations, including 
“springing teal,” “rabbits” and “chondelles.” 

While the cadets mostly practice on Skeet and Trap 
presentations, they often shoot Sporting Clays at venues in the 
area. Despite limited practice opportunities on the non-standard 
targets, the cadets did well, only losing to the Weston members 
by a few targets.

Triathlon Team: The Triathlon Team competed at the 
Westchester Triathlon Sept. 29 to defend their Northeast 
Collegiate Triathlon Conference Championship. Class of 2015 
Cadet Brad Bachand and Class of 2016 Cadet Dylan Morgan 
finished 2nd and 3rd in the Men’s Collegiate Division. Class 
of 2016 Cadet Angelica Dickson took 2nd in the Women’s 
Collegiate Division. 

All cadet performances combined resulted in being awarded 
1st Place Collegiate Team for the race. 

Additionally, the Army team took home 1st place for the 
Northeast Collegiate Triathlon Conference for the season. 
Dickson was the overall 2nd place collegiate female for the 
conference season.

American Society of Civil Engineers: Fifteen civil 
engineering cadets and faculty from the West Point Student 
Chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers participated 
in a community service project Sept. 28 at the Walter Hoving 
Home in Garrison, N.Y. 

During a leaders’ recon the previous weekend, the 
maintenance supervisor highlighted the need for some large, dead 
trees to be removed prior to the onset of winter weather, reducing 
the potential for blocked service drives. Cadets analyzed where 
the trees needed to fall, sometimes with only a small “landing 
zone” that was suitable. 

The cadets then carefully fell each tree and either cut firewood 
or used an industrial chipper they rented to create mulch. The 
group accomplished an incredible amount of work during the day 
before the ladies of the Walter Hoving Home invited the cadets 
to share lunch with them.

The ChemE Club cadets enjoy their visit to Hershey, 
Pa., where they got insight from experts. CoUrteSy Photo

Scuba Club: Instructors on the Scuba Club evalutated 34 
potential instructor candidates from the Class of 2017 during 
weekend tryouts. Candidates were evaluated on their mental and 
physical toughness and their ability to work as a team during 
physical fitness events and pool exercises. Only four slots were 
open they were earned by Class of 2017 Cadets Tommy Maddox, 
Sarah Fairbanks, Oliver Duler and Alan Koepnick. 

http://www.pointerview.com/
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By Maj. Laura Weimer 
Glee Club Assistant Officer-in-Charge

The honor of performing for veterans and supportive 
communities is not unusual for the West Point Glee Club. The 
cadets take pride in communicating emotions of patriotism 
and honor, as well as military tradition, through music while 
representing the U.S. Military Academy and the Army. 

On Sept. 20, the Glee Club shared the humbling responsibility 
of honoring more than 40 living Medal of Honor recipients on 
the Battlefield at Gettysburg and, simultaneously, celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the battle and President Abraham Lincoln’s 
famous Gettysburg Address.

Sharing the stage with “The President’s Own” United States 
Marine Band and under the direction of Constance Chase, the 
Glee Club performed several songs including the National 
Anthem, the Blue and the Gray (a Civil War medley), the Battle 
Hymn of the Republic, the Armed Forces Medley and God Bless 
America in front of thousands. The stage was constructed on the 
battlefield in the shadow of  Pennsylvania Monument, which was 
lit to provide a stunning backdrop to the program. 

The program was a compilation of stirring patriotic 
sentiments and celebrated the service of all military veterans. 
Moments such as the somber playing of Taps and singing the 
solemn Civil War tune “Tenting Tonight”— sung at the time by 
Soldiers longing for peace—undoubtedly drew on memories of 

veterans’ service, deployments and fallen comrades. The familiar 
Battle Hymn of the Republic stirred a palpable sense of emotional 
pride and commitment among the attendees. 

 In a strong moment of celebration and pride, the combined 
band and Glee Club performed the Armed Forces Medley, and 
saw numerous veterans from each service stand proudly—at 
times with a cheer—when their song was sung. The cadets 
watched as Medal of Honor recipients and veterans from 
World War II, Vietnam, Korea and Afghanistan stood up in the 
crowd, and it was impossible not to feel inspired and proud of 
singing for them. 

“It was an honor to perform with our country’s best band 
for some of our greatest patriots,” Class of 2016 Cadet Helen 
Zuelka said. “But to do all that on Cemetery Ridge with the 
Pennsylvania Monument lit up behind us was truly incredible.”

Class of 2016 Cadet Thomas Fox shared similar sentiments. 
“It is in times like these you can’t help but reflect on all 

the men and women who gave their lives so that people like 
me can live freely,” he said. “I can’t help but feel obligated to 
do something in return to repay that debt. To me, following in 
their footsteps and serving my country is the best way I can.” 

For the cadets, a combination of the attendees, music and 
setting stirred great emotions of patriotism that are sometimes 
lost in the midst of daily academics and duties at West Point. 

These opportunities are a service provided by the Glee 
Club, but also serve as an inspiration to the same cadets who 

see examples of greatness and tradition in Medal of Honor 
recipients, a former Secretary of Defense and other West Point 
graduates. 

“This event is significant for not just Soldiers, veterans or 
even Americans. It is relevant to us all, as people,” Class of 2017 
Cadet Josef Frank said. “This medal is awarded to ordinary men 
with extraordinary courage. If this is so, it means that we are all 
capable of such feats of heroism and bravery. This means that 
we cannot, and should not, be afraid of our potential.”

Former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, who read the 
Gettysburg Address during the program, visited with Glee Club 
cadets just before the program began. Several alumni came onto 
the stage immediately following the concert to say hello and 
compliment the cadets’ performance. George Patton Waters, the 
grandson of Gen. George S. Patton, stopped by the hotel to thank 
them for such a stirring and professional performance. Even the 
hotel staff was sad to see the club leave, and requested a final 
song in the lobby before the club departed Saturday morning.

To cap off the weekend, the club spent Saturday on a military 
staff ride touring the battlefield at Gettysburg led by Capt. 
Andrew Betson from the Department of Military Instruction. 
But upon return to the U.S. Military Academy, the plebes likely 
had the best weekend story among their classmates, and the 
firsties may have started to realize how little time they have left 
to enjoy the privilege of singing to represent their Rockbound 
Highland home.

Cadet Glee Club performs at Gettysburg
The West Point Glee Club performs with “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band under direction of Col. Michael J. Colburn in front of the Pennsylvania 
Monument in Gettysburg, Pa., Sept. 20. The evening’s program honored more than 40 Medal of Honor recipients and their families.                        CoUrteSy Photo

http://www.pointerview.com/
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By Sherman Fleek
USMA Command Historian

The first year of the land war in 1812 was a disaster for the 
American war effort. Poor leadership, vast distances in primitive 
wilderness regions, limited resources, a small Regular Army, 
and lastly, the state militias’ refusal to cross the boundaries into 
British Canada, doomed the campaign. In the old Northwest 
of future states—Michigan, Illinois and Ohio—the combined 
confederation of less than 7,000 British regulars in Canada and 
Indian allies under the famous Shawnee chief, Tecumseh, the 
Americans lost three forts and two major areas of operation in 
late 1812. Future Michigan capital defended by Forts Detroit 
and Malden, and at future Chicago, Fort Dearborn fell to British 
and Indian forces after disastrous leadership and decisions; some 
of the American units and fort surrendered without fighting. In 
August 1812, after the abandonment of Fort Dearborn near the 
tip of Lake Michigan, an American detachment was attacked 
and totally annihilated by a vicious Indian assault. Among the 
casualties was George Ronan, USMA Class of 1811, who has 
the distinction of being the first academy graduate to be killed 
in action.

After the debacles of 1812, the America’s strategic aims for 
1813 were reasonable and possible—to defeat the British along 
the Canadian border, control the Lakes Erie and Ontario, and 
invade and the capture the main cities especially, York (future 
Toronto). The campaign plan called for the U.S. Navy to build 
a fleet at Sacket’s Harbor, N.Y., on the eastern shore of Lake 

Successes and failures in the Campaign of 1813
Ontario, sail north with a small Army expeditionary force and 
capture Kingston, the main British military port, before sailing 
west to York and also the British forts and settlements near 
Niagara, N.Y. The overall commander of the Ontario campaign 
was Maj. Gen. Henry Dearborn, former secretary of war under 
President Thomas Jefferson. The outcome of the campaign was 
yet another disaster for the Americans. Again without militia 
support, some 4,000 American regulars were routed in May 
1813 after capturing and burning the town of York. Among the 
heavy casualties was Brig. Gen. Zebulon Pike, the famous Army 
explorer of the west (Colorado’s Pike’s Peak), who was killed 
along with dozens of others when a powder magazine exploded.

Meanwhile, Dearborn led a lethargic advance on the 
Niagara River forts, where he defeated the enemy and took the 
forts and Queenston. But he failed to capitalize his success by 
sending off unsupported and separate detachments which were 
eventually defeated and had to surrender. By July, Dearborn, 
ill and dejected, retreated, abandoned the Niagara region and 
soon resigned his commission. Another near disaster occurred 
at Sacket’s Harbor when the British conducted an amphibious 
landing and attacked the American fortresses but failed to capture 
them. These fortifications were designed and built by West Point 
trained engineer officers.

By the end of the summer of 1813, the American effort was 
at its nadir. Northwest Territory governor, Maj. Gen. William 
Henry Harrison, and future U.S. president, personally took 
command and planned another American invasion of Canada. 
With the assistance of Navy Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, 

Harrison launched his joint campaign. The first action was Perry’s 
defeat of the British fleet on Sept. 10 clearing Lake Erie of any 
British naval threat. Perry’s fleet then embarked Harrison’s force 
of 3,500 soldiers and transported them to landing beaches near 
Forts Meigs and Stephenson in Ohio. Both forts were constructed 
under the supervision of USMA Class of 1806 graduate Capt. 
Eleazar Wood, who received a brevet promotion to major for 
his excellent work. 

The British defenders soon surrendered the forts. Harrison 
then marched his army north to the mouth of the Thames River 
near Fort Detroit. Among Harrison’s army was a brigade of rough 
and ready cavalry, mounted infantry volunteers from Kentucky.

Some 85 miles up the Thames River a force of some 2,900 
enemy were positioned. Among them was Tecumseh leading 
a major Indian coalition of 2,000 warriors; the remaining 900 
soldiers were British regulars. Harrison lead his army to the 
Thames River and on Oct. 5, 1813 attacked the British. Brevet 
Maj. Wood, an engineer, and West Point graduate commanded the 
artillery during the battle. Conducting an unconventional tactic 
with his mounted Kentuckians, Harrison charged the British 
defensive positions. The unexpected mounted charge threw the 
defenders into a panic who broke and fled. In the great battle 
along the Thames River, Tecumseh was killed, ending forever 
the Indian coalition in the Northwest Territory.

The Battle of the Thames and Perry’s mastery of Lake Erie 
ended the British influence near Lake Michigan and below 
Lake Erie.      

http://www.pointerview.com/
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SPORTS

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DUSA Gift Shop Book Signing

Author Edward A. Blomstedt will be signing and speaking 
about his book, “Be Thou at Peace: The Cemetery at West Point, 
NY, A Resting Place For Warriors,” from 2-4 p.m. Oct. 11 in the 
foyer of the West Point Museum.  

For details, call Shannon Ickes, DUSA Gift Shop manager, 
at 845-446-0556.

Wrestling officials needed
The Orange-Sullivan Wrestling Officials Association is 

recruiting officials for the 2013-14 school year. Training classes 
begin Oct. 15.  

For details, contact Glenn DeJong at oswoaonline@gmail.
com.

Combined Federal Campaign
The Hudson Valley Combined Federal Campaign for Fiscal 

Year 2014 begins Oct. 21 and runs through Dec. 13.  
For details, contact your agency keyworker or Joanne Nocton, 

CFC co-chair, at 938-2331. 
Make a difference in someone’s life—Please Donate. 

Catholic Women of the Chapel Study and Fellowship
The Catholic Women of the Chapel Weekly Faith Study and 

Fellowship is from 9-11 a.m. every Tuesday at the Post Chapel.  
Free childcare and food is provided. Visit “CWOC West 

Point” on Facebook for details. 

AWANA registration
West Point Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed registration 

is here. AWANA is a fun, Bible-based club for 3-year-olds and 
older from the West Point community. 

The club meets from 5-6:30 p.m. Sunday evenings during 
the academic year. 

The programs are Cubbies (3 year olds-pre-K); Sparks 
(grades K-2); Truth and Training (grades 3-6); and Trek (7th 
graders and older).  

For details or to sign up, call Maj. John Cunningham at 938-
5572 or email westpointawana@gmail.com.  

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, call diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.kontura@
usma.edu or 938-4207.

West Point Community Gymnastics Club
The West Point Community Gymnastics Club started fall 

classes Tuesday. Classes are scheduled from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays at the Lou Gross Sports 
Center.  

For details, call Carmine Giglio at 938-2880.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Volkssport Club at West Point anniversary events
The Volkssport Club at West Point will be marking its 

25th anniversary Friday-Sunday.
The anniversary walking events include:
• Friday: Walkway Over The Hudson—5 km and 12 km 

trails over the walkway and into Poughkeepsie. Registration  
starts at noon.

• Saturday: Hyde Park/Val-Kill—5 km and 10 km nature 
trails. Registration is located at the Roosevelt Theater from 
9-11 a.m.

• Sunday: West Point Cemetery Walk with guide and 
Flirtation Walk—5 km and 11 km trails. Registration is 
located at the MWR Fitness Center at 9 a.m.  

Also Sunday, West Point Redoubt Walk—5 km and 10 
km trails. Registration at the West Point Visitor’s Center at 
1:30 p.m.

There is a birthday celebration and dinner at Steak and 
Stein in Newburgh Saturday.

There will also be a presentation on the history of West 
Point Redoubts prior to the Sunday afternoon Redoubt walk.

The club was officially started in 1987 by Col. Thomas 
Tesch and Col. George Paul. 

Currently, the club has a membership of 80 and sponsors 
12 events year round.

For details, call Nancy Patrick at 845-446-4709.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are five-day events 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Monday-Oct. 11;
• Oct. 21-25;
• Nov. 18-22;
Registration is required. Call the ACAP Office at 938-0634.

Army Education Center
College courses are currently offered through the Army 

Education Center here at West Point. 
If you are interested in undergraduate classes, contact:
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535  

or Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas College—Alicia Owens at 845-446-

2555 or aowens@stac.edu.
If you are interested in graduate studies, contact:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice—Master’s degree 

in Public Administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or  
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University—Master’s degree in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is at 683 Buckner Loop, between 
the MWR Fitness Center and Subway.

For details on all programs, call Jennifer Heiney, on-site 
administrator, at 845-446-5959.

Civil-Military Operations lecture
Andre D. Hollis, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of 

Defense, will present a lecture concerning Critical Thought 
in Civil-Military Operations from 12:50-1:45 p.m. Tuesday in 
Thayer Hall, Room 144.  

For details, call Laura Vetter at 938-5156 or John Melkon 
at 938-5126. 

All are invited to attend.

Lunch and Learn Series with ACAP Financial Planner
The Army Career and Alumni Program has an upcoming 

workshop planned Oct. 15 for Mutual Fund Investing.
Bring your brown bag lunch. 
The workshops are scheduled for the ACS’ Bldg. 622, 

Heritage Room.  
To register, call Sheri Conklin at 845-938-0629 or email 

Sheryl.Conklin@usma.edu.

Free Computer Courses
Sharpen your computer skills to improve your work, 

Storm King Bike and Hike
The Storm King Bike and Hike continues through the fall.  
Route 218 is closed to vehicular traffic from Washington Gate 

to Cornwall Gate each Sunday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. through Nov. 
19 (except this Sunday).

For details, visit the Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/
pages/Storm-King-Bike-and-Hike/151899924947472 or the 
VolunteerSpot.com page to volunteer. 

Mine Torne Road closed to the public
Mine Torne Road is no longer a thoroughfare and is closed 

on both ends. This road is only for military training access and 
used by authorized patrons for access to hunting and fishing areas. 

If the gates are open, do not enter unless you have specific 
permission. 

Authorized users may sign out a key to Gate 63 (Mine Torne 
Road) from the range operations fire-desk (Bldg. 1403) between 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Accessibility to Mine Torne Road and all other venues 
within the West Point Training Complex are determined based 
on military training requirements. 

For details, call Alec M. Lazore, range officer, at 845-938-
3007.  

Sunday service and Bible study
The Rhema Family Center, which is the venue for the Church 

of Christ, offers a Sunday morning service at 8 a.m. and Bible 
study from 7-8 p.m. Tuesdays.

For details, call Pastor Gail A. Roberson at 845-527-5299.
The center is located at 302 Old Forge Hill Road, Vails 

Gate, N.Y.

Community
communicate and collaborate, find a better job and keep up-to-
date with your high-tech kids.  

The Information Education Technology Division Computer 
Training Program is offering free computer courses. 

Courses are offered to USMA affiliates, which include cadets, 
staff, faculty, USMA Spouses (military or civilian), USMA 
volunteers and USMA tenant organizations. 

Among the courses offered are Basic Computer Skills; Office 
2007 programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Excel); SharePoint 
2010 Basics and iPad Basics.  

Training is held at Jefferson Library, 4th Floor, Room 414 
(IETD Classroom). 

For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 
Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email at 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

The course schedule is at http://usma-portal/dean/staff/
ietd/training/Pages/default.aspx.

WPWC Holiday Craft Bazaar
The West Point Women’s Club is now accepting vendors 

of handmade items and treats for this year’s WPWC Holiday 
Craft Bazaar. 

For a vendor application, volunteer information or other 
inquiries email wpwcbazaar@gmail.com. 

You can also visit WPWC’s website and Facebook page at 
www.westpointwomensclub.com/Holiday_Bazaar.html and 
www.facebook.com/WPWCHolidayCraftBazaar.

http://www.pointerview.com/
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ONGOING

JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE ADULTS

Adult Hockey Program 
The MWR Sports Office will conduct the 2013-14 adult 

hockey program open to all eligible USMA personnel 18 years 
of age and older. 

The program will operate from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Sundays and  
Tuesdays and 12:15-1:30 p.m. Wednesdays starting Tuesday 
through March 6 at Tate Rink. Participants must provide their 
own hockey skates and equipment. 

Season passes are currently available at the MWR LTS Office, 
Bldg. 683 (next to Subway).  

There is a minimal fee for the season pass.  
For details, call Jim Liney, MWR Sports Office, at 938-3066. 

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. Wednesday for the 

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. This Scramble will consist of 
four-person teams, cost is minimal plus applicable green fees 
(includes cart, prizes, and dinner) and optional Mulligans are 
available, too. 

Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. with a shotgun start at 1 p.m. 
Open to all authorized users and their guests. There is a 27-team 
limit. 

Call the Pro Shop at 938-2435 to sign up.

Lunchtime Workshop 
There is an upcoming lunchtime workshop available from the 

West Point Army Career and Alumni Program office.
The Career Exploration/Planning workshop is scheduled 

from noon-1:30 p.m. Oct. 17 at the SFAC Conference Room, 
Bldg. 626, second floor.

There are many different career fields, programs of study 
and occupations out there. How do you know which to choose? 

In this workshop, there will be tools and activities to help 
you identify your interests and values. 

Learn how to use that knowledge as part of your short- and 
long-term career plans.  

For details or to register, call 845-938-0634 or email Rachel.
Coleman@usma.edu.

English Language Learners classes
Join Army Community Service to brush up on your English 

language skills. Classes are ongoing.
For details, call 938-3487.

Wee Ones Play Group has moved
The Wee Ones Play Group will now be held at the Youth 

Center, Bldg. 500. 
Wee Ones is open to parents with children ages 0 to 4 years 

old from 9:30-11 a.m. Monday. 
For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 

manager, at 938-3369.

Mom and Tot Hike at Round Pond Recreation Area
Join Round Pond for some quality Mom and Tot time at 1 

p.m. Monday. 
Enjoy a relaxing hike, learn to build a campfire and make 

the perfect S’more. There is a minimal fee per adult and child. 
To register, call Round Pond at 938-2503.

Family Night Out featuring Macaroni the Clown
Bring the family to the West Point Club from 5-8 p.m. Oct.  

17 for a family dinner in the Pierce Dining Room.
The night will feature Macaroni the Clown. 
There is a minimal fee per adult and child. Kids under five 

years old eat free. 
For details and to make reservations, call 938-5120.

Round Pond Fall Hours
Round Pond hours of operation are currently 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

For details, call 938-2503.

Go Army Spirit Luncheons
The Go Army Spirit Luncheons will be held at the West 

Point Club’s Grand Ballroom. Doors open at 11:15 a.m. and the 
luncheons begin at 11:30 a.m. 

Buy your tickets early for reserved seating. Tickets are on 
sale now from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday through the West 
Point Club’s Cashier Office. 

For details, call 938-5120. Luncheon dates are as follows:
Oct. 10—Eastern Michigan;
Oct. 31—Air Force;
Nov. 7—Western Kentucky;
Dec. 12—Navy.

Italian Night Family Style Dining
There is an Italian Night Family Style Dining from 6-10 p.m. 

Friday in the West Point Club’s Pierce Dining Room. 
Family platters serve four and range in pricing. Dancing and 

cash bar are available all night. 
For details and reservations, call 938-5120.

Hearts Apart Support Group
Join Army Community Service and Hearts Apart for a 

monthly gathering to build resiliency, camaraderie and self-
reliance. Classes start Oct. 10.

For details, call 938-3487.

Haunted House Volunteer Opportunities 
Love Halloween? MWR is looking for people to help put on 

its Haunted House with acting, set building, makeup and much 
more. The Haunted House is scheduled for Oct. 25.  

For details, call 938-4690.

Sunday Brunch
Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club runs through Nov. 10 

in the Hudson Room.
Reserved seating on the Patio. There is a minimal fee for 

this brunch. Non-members add 20 percent and children ages 
6-12 are half price.  

Reservations are strongly suggested. For details, call 938-
5120/446-5504 or visit westpointmwr.com/club.

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
Join Leisure Travel Services Nov. 28 for its annual New York 

City trip to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
Motor coach transportation leaves West Point at 6 a.m. 

from LTS, 683 Buckner Loop (next to Subway), and returns 
immediately after the parade. 

Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased at LTS or by 
call 938-3601.

Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular
Leisure Travel Services now has tickets for this year’s 

Christmas Spectacular staring the Rockettes at Radio City Music 
Hall in New York City.

Tickets are available for Dec. 9, 16 and 19. All seats are 
Orchestra seating, rows J-M. 

All performances are 5 p.m. curtains, leaving West Point 
at 1 p.m. and return to West Point immediately following the 
performance. 

The fee includes Motor Coach transportation. 
For details, call 938-3601.

FOR THE YOUTHS
Fall Preschool Story Hour

The West Point Post Library will begin the fall preschool 
story hour Oct.17. Story times will be held at 10 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Thursdays. All West Point community children (ages 3-5) 
are welcomed to attend. Children must be pre-registered. 

For details and to sign up, call 938-2974.

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act
The nutrition students get from their meals can have a 

significant impact on their ability to learn, which is why First 
Lady Michelle Obama and the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
are pushing for greater nutritional standards in school meals 
throughout the nation.  

Those standards, known as the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 
Act, place a number of new requirements on school districts 
meant to increase the healthiness of food students get at school.

For parents, the change they will likely notice most will be 
the cost. 

That change will be seen for two reasons: Creating products 
that meet new standards often costs additional money, and the 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act actually requires districts to 
increase how much they charge.   

This will mean a nominal increase to families of West Point 
Schools in January 2014. For details, call 938-2092.

• West Point Fire Safety Open House—The West 
Point Fire Department and Balfour Beatty Communities will 
host an open house for children from 1-2:30 p.m. Friday at 
Fire Station II on Stony Lonesome Road. 

Firemen will give particpants an overall fire prevention 
and safety talk and tour of the fire house. 

Refreshments will be served. Sparky will be available 
for a guest appearance.

• Tour of Constitution Island—There will be a  tour 
of Constitution Island from 1-3 p.m. Oct. 11. Boarding starts 
at 12:30 p.m.

Explore the island, walk the trails and pack a picnic lunch 
as there is no food on the island.

Balfour Beatty Communities will provide soft drinks and 
snacks. Register via email to Jody Gellman at jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by Friday.

Space is limited. This event is free and open to current 
West Point Family Housing residents.

• West Point Community Yard Sale—The West 
Point Community Yard Sale is scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Oct. 19

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

http://www.pointerview.com/
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Fit Families
Fit Families is a five-week program promoting fitness and 

healthy eating for the whole family. 
Join Keller Army Community Hospital representatives 

for 90 minutes each week from 3-4:30 p.m. Fridays to learn 
how to fuel your body properly and to be more physically 
active as a family.

It is open to West Point families with school-aged children. 
Fit Families will be held at the Middle School Teen 

Center, Bldg. 500. Children must be registered with CYSS 
to participate. 

For details, call Parent Central at 938-4458/0939 or call 
Bridget Owens, chief of the Nutrition Care Division, at 938-
6661 or email at bridget.a.owens.mil@mail.mil.

Medical Appointments
An appointment missed by you is an appointment missed 

by two. Army Medicine is serving to heal, but there are 
important things to remember when you miss an appointment.

• Call 845-938-7992 or visit www.tricareonline.com to 
cancel your appointment.

Keller Corner

Friday—Percy Jackson: 
Sea of Monsters, PG, 
7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Afterearth, PG-
13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Red 2, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
Oct. 11—Red 2, PG-13, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 12—The Long Ranger, PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.
Oct. 18—One Direction: This is Us, PG, 
7:30 p.m.
Oct. 19—Smurfs 2, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 19—The Butler, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
Oct. 25—The Butler, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.

(For  movie  deta i ls ,  v is i t  www.
shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/
Movies-WestPoint.htm.) 

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

Dogs unleashed
(Above)  West  Po in t  Gar r ison 
Commander Col. Dane Rideout speaks 
to a group of dog owners at the grand 
opening of the new small dog park 
located behind the Washington Road 
Fire Station. (Left) The park is intended 
for dogs 30 pounds and under. A 
ground breaking has begun on another 
dog park for larger dogs, 30 pounds 
and over, that will be located near 
Subway and should be opened by the 
end of October.  Kathy eaStwooD/Pv

The Great 
Pumpkin
With Halloween right around 
the corner, the Peabody 
family is getting ready for 
the festivities with home-
grown pumpkins.  This 
“Great Pumpkin” is pictured 
with 3-year-old Patrick, 
while his dad, Capt. Thomas 
Peabody, Company G-2 
tactical officer, tries to hold 
up the 60-pound orange 
rind. The pumpkin grew in 
their backyard garden  to the 
size of 27 inches tall and 51 
inches around. They planted 
the seeds in late June and 
cut this mammoth-sized 
pumpkin off the vine last 
week.                CoUrteSy Photo

SHARP Resources that are available :
• West Point SHARP Helpline (call or text)—845-659-7467; 
• DOD Safe Helpline—1-877-995-5247 (call or text) or visit 
www.safehelpline.org;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Missy Rosol—call 938-7479 or 
845-401-3476;
• Garrison SARC, Shelley Ariosto—call 938-3369 or 
914-382-8041;
• Installation Victim Advocate, Dan Toohey—call 938-
5657 or 914-382-8180;
• Mental Health Association in Orange County, Inc., 
Rape Crisis Program Helpline—call 1-800-832-1200;
• Military Police Desk—call 938-3333;
• Social Work Service—call 938-3441 or 845-591-7215;
• Keller Army Community Hospital Emergency Room—
call 938-4004.

http://www.pointerview.com/
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Men’s Soccer blanks Bucknell in PL opener

Sophomore defender Cameron Niccum scored his first collegiate goal to help Army to a 2-0 victory 
over Bucknell in the Patriot League opener Sept. 28 at Bucknell.                                        Photo CoUrteSy

Army Golf earns “Star” at Navy

By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

The regionally-ranked Army men’s soccer team posted its seventh 
shutout of the season, as it defeated regionally-ranked Bucknell, 2-0, 
in both teams’ Patriot League opener Sept. 28 at Emmitt Field in 
Lewisburg, Pa. 

With the win, the Black Knights, who are ranked eighth in the 
current National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) 
Mid-Atlantic Region, improve to 6-1-1 overall and 1-0-0 in the 
conference, while the Bison, who stand seventh regionally, fall to 
5-3-0 and 0-1-0, respectively.

Sophomore defender Cameron Niccum and freshman midfielder 
Christian Ollen each scored their first career goals, while sophomore 
midfielder Justin Kim added an assist. 

Junior goalkeeper Winston Boldt made five saves to notch his 
seventh clean sheet of the season, the most by a Black Knight goalie 
since Jeremy Pamplin had seven in 1996. 

After Saturday’s blanking, Army stands tied for first in the nation 
in shutouts.

Sophomore keeper Mike Lansing made seven stops for Bucknell, 
which entered the match with five straight wins.

Lansing turned away each of Army’s four shots on target in the 
opening 34:47 before Niccum broke the scoreless tie in the 36th 
minute, heading home a corner kick from Kim. Attempting to strike 
even before halftime, the Bison fired four shots, including one that 
was saved and two that were blocked, but couldn’t beat Boldt and 
the Army defense.

The Black Knights extended their lead to 2-0, when Ollen scored 
from about 18 yards out less than a minute into the second half. 

Boldt denied a Bucknell opportunity in the 55th minute to keep 
the score 2-0 before Army blocked a second attempt just three seconds 
later. Boldt made three more saves in the remainder of the game, 
including attempts in the 82nd and 85th minutes, respectively.

“I like how we responded after not being at our best on Sunday,” 
Army head men’s soccer coach Russell Payne said. “The guys were 
very focused today, and it showed. We executed well on both ends of 
the field at the right times.”

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

Sophomore Marcus Plunkett’s 3 and 2 victory 
gave Army Golf an insurmountable lead, clinching 
the Black Knights’ second straight “Star” Match 
victory over arch-rival Navy Sunday at the U.S. 
Naval Academy Golf Course in Annapolis, Md. 
Army won the event by a final of 7.5-3.5, taking 
four of the seven individual matches. 

The win gave Army its second straight 
star, a first for the program since defeating the 
Midshipmen in 2004 and 2005.

The Black Knights entered Sunday’s play with 
a 3.5-0.5 lead after scoring three wins and a tie in 
Saturday’s four-ball matches. 

Sophomore Eric Peng stretched Army’s lead 
with a 4 and 3 victory in the first individual tussle. It 
was Army’s most lopsided victory of the afternoon. 

The Midshipmen trimmed their deficit to 4.5-
1.5 with a 3 and 2 victory by August Jonas over Joe 
Kozlak. Kozlak, who helped Army earn half a point 
in Saturday’s four-ball matches, was playing in his 
first collegiate golf event. He is also a member of 
the Black Knights’ hockey team. 

The teams continued to trade points when 

freshman Peter Kim scored his first individual win 
versus Navy, a 2-up decision versus Drew Selby 
before Navy’s Chris House answered with a 2-and-
1 win against senior Harrison Florence. 

With Army’s lead at 5.5-2.5, Plunkett clinched 
the star for Army on the 16th hole by extending his 
lead to three holes with two to play. The victory 
pushed the Black Knights above the six points 
necessary to earn the overall win. In his two “Star” 
matches, the yearling has earned four points, going 
undefeated in both his four-ball and individual 
contests.

Navy’s Bryce Keen scored the Mids’ final point 
of the day with a 4 and 3 win over plebe Justin 
Pagila. Army junior Robby Hill set the final margin 
with a 3 and 2 victory opposite Devin Terry.

In earning the last two stars, the Black Knights 
have claimed 16 of a possible 22 points. The win 
trimmed Army’s deficit in the all-time series to 
32-41-1. 

Army gets back to tournament action next week 
when it hosts the Stars and Stripes Invitational at 
the West Point Golf Course. 

The 54-hole event begins with the first two 
rounds Sunday and concludes with the final round 
Monday.

By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Sprint Football team posted 
453 yards of total offense during its 41-12 
victory over Franklin Pierce in Collegiate 
Sprint Football League action Sept. 28 at 
Arthur Hurd Field in Ashburnham, Mass. 
The Black Knights improve to 3-0 overall 
and 3-0 in the CSFL, while the Ravens 
drop to 1-2 and 1-2, respectively.

Black Knights junior quarterback 
James Wartski tossed three touchdowns for 
the third straight week while completing 
13 passes for 252 yards. 

Junior wide receiver Zachary Woods 
had five catches for 51 yards and hauled 
in a career-best three touchdowns, while 
freshman running back Marqus Burrell 
reached the 100-yard rushing plateau for 
the first time in his career, finishing with 
103 yards on 15 carries and a touchdown.

Sophomore back Jesse Shackelford 
ran for 44 yards while scoring his first 

touchdown of the season, and classmate 
Warren Kay knocked in two field goals. 

Senior linebacker Jake Steckler led 
the defense with nine tackles while also 
notching a forced fumble and a fumble 
recovery. 

Senior defensive back John Egan had 
a pair of interceptions, and sophomore 
defensive back Kalaukoa Labonta came 
away with one. 

Senior defensive back Conor O'Brien 
registered four tackles and blocked the 
Ravens’ only field goal attempt of the 
game.

Franklin Pierce freshman quarterback 
Ryan O'Kelly threw for 179 yards and 
two touchdowns while also rushing for a 
team-high 83 yards. 

Sophomore  rece ive r  Michae l 
Holdridge caught a pair of touchdowns, 
hauling in three catches for 44 yards, 
and sophomore Nick Trochalakis paced 
the Raven defense with eight tackles and 
two sacks.

Spr int  Footbal l  s tays 
unbeaten with 41-12 victory
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NHL Penguins spend final days of training camp at West Point

Army bolts for 414 yards on ground, tops Tech

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

The Pittsburgh Penguins of the National Hockey League 
spent their final three days of training camp at West Point Sept. 
27-29. The weekend stint came to a close Monday morning as the 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin speeds through the neutral zone with 
the puck during practice Sept. 27 at Tate Rink.            eriC S. bartelt/Pv

Penguins dined with West 
Point cadets for breakfast at 
the Cadet Mess Hall.

During the visit, the 
Penguins skated for three 
open practices and also 
underwent a multitude of 
team-building exercises at 
the academy. 

“ T h e  P i t t s b u r g h 
Penguins are a first-class 
organizat ion and they 
showed that once again 
throughout  the  ent i re 
weekend,” Army head coach 
Brian Riley said. “I’d like to 
thank them for their candor 
with our fans, cadets and 
players. I know they left 
here having accomplished 
their team-building goals 
and hope they’ll be back 
again soon with the Stanley 
Cup in hand.”

Friday’s (Sept.  27) 
agenda included a welcome 

from Riley, who reiterated the important role our cadets serve 
in keeping the nation safe. He also touched on past visits the 
Penguins had made and thanked them for coming back. 

The Penguins proceeded to take a tour through the Black 
Knights’ athletic facilities and the Kenna Hall of Army Sports 
before enjoying lunch at the mess hall where they intermingled 

with Army’s players and other cadets. A Friday practice session 
at Tate Rink followed.

Perhaps the busiest day of the weekend, Saturday (Sept. 28), 
began with an open skate in front of a few hundred fans and 
continued with lunch at the Kimsey Athletic Center. Prior to 
lunch, an impromptu game of touch football broke out, as Army 
and Penguins players showed off their skills on Howze Field. 
Plenty of fans stood by to take in the action.

Just after lunch, the Penguins listened to Army Chief Warrant 
Officer 5 Dan Jolotta as he shared his experiences in combat and 
stressed the importance of team. 

A full tour of West Point, conducted by Lt. Col. John 
Nawoichyk, followed. The Penguins closed the afternoon with 
an hour-plus combat simulation exercise in Washington Hall.

Sunday marked the final day of practice and also the last 
team-building activity. After graciously signing autographs for 
a bevy of fans, the team boarded the bus and headed to hike 
Torne Mountain.

“I think ultimately, we’re spending a few days with what 
is the ultimate team and the ultimate group,” Pittsburgh head 
coach Dan Bylsma said following Friday’s practice. “Not only 
how they act, but how they train. I think you hope to gain from 
that in these few days.”

The Penguins have trained at West Point three times (2013, 
2007, 2006). Only five players had been to the academy on each 
of the two previous visits, a group that included team captain 
Sidney Crosby.

“It was nice to be here and spend some time with coach 
(Brian) Riley and the cadets,” Crosby said over the weekend. “It’s 
been a lot of fun meeting new people and learning about their 
experiences. As far as team building, I think our team benefited 
a lot from coming here.”

By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

In a game delayed a total of nearly two hours by lightning, it 
was the Army running game that brought the thunder, running for 
a season-high 414 yards and five touchdowns in a 35-16 victory 
over Louisiana Tech in the Heart of Dallas Kickoff Classic at 
Cotton Bowl Stadium Sept. 28. 

The Black Knights (2-3) stopped a three-game skid and 
remained unbeaten against the Bulldogs (1-4) with wins in both 
all-time meetings.

The Army defense also had its best game of the season 
defending the rush, allowing just 57 yards on the ground. It was 
the first time Army kept a team under 100 yards since limiting 
Fordham to 69 yards in 2011. 

The Black Knights sacked Louisiana Tech quarterback 
Ryan Higgins four times for a loss of 33 yards, including two 
on consecutive plays by junior defensive lineman Colin Linkul 
during a key third-quarter stand. Linkul also recovered a fumble 
in the fourth quarter.

Junior running back Terry Baggett led the Black Knights’ 
rushing attack with a career-high 143 yards and two touchdowns. 
It was his third career 100-yard effort and second of the season. 

Junior quarterback Angel Santiago ran for 77 yards and a 
score. Santiago was also 1-for-3 for 16 yards through the air. 

In addition, both freshman fullback Aaron Kemper and 
sophomore quarterback Kelvin White scored their first career 
touchdowns. Junior running back Trenton Turrentine, from 
nearby Keller, Texas, posted career highs with 81 yards on 12 
carries. Senior fullback Hayden Tippett accounted for the only 
reception of the game. 

Junior linebacker Julian Holloway and sophomore defensive 
back Shaquille Tolbert each posted career highs with nine tackles. 
Tolbert also added an assist behind the line and his first career 

interception on the game’s final play. Holloway had a career-high 
1 1/2 tackles for loss. Defensive linemen senior Kyle Maxwell 
and junior Robert Kough contributed sacks.

Playing in rainy and wet conditions for most of the game, 
Army won the turnover battle, 2-0. It was the Black Knights 
second turnover-free game of the season, both of victories. 

Higgins threw for 320 yards and a touchdown, completing 
20 of his 36 throws. Andrew Guillot was his favorite target with 

five catches for 123 yards and a score. Kenneth Dixon gained 
71 yards and accounted for one score on 16 rushing attempts. 
Daniel Cobb paced the LA Tech defense with nine total tackles.

The victory snapped Army’s 14-game losing streak in games 
played away from West Point. The Black Knights’ last win 
outside Michie Stadium was their 16-14 victory over SMU in 
the 2010 Bell Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl played at Gerald 
Ford Stadium in Dallas.

Junior running back 
Terry Baggett led the 
Black Knights’ rushing 
attack with a career-
high 143 yards and 
two touchdowns in 
Army’s 35-16 victory 
over Louisiana Tech in 
Dallas Sept. 28.   
Sgt. Kenneth SCar/7th mPaD 
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