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Class of 2015
 

Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The weather was perfect Aug. 17, when nearly 1,180 plebes 
marched onto the Plain to be welcomed into the Corps of Cadets. 
Acceptance Day is both an ending and a beginning, an end of 
the Class of 2017 cadets “new cadet” status and the beginning 
of their next step at West Point—their education.

“It’s great to be recognized as a cadet instead of new cadet,” 
Class of 2017 Alex Applegate, Company C-2, said. “And being 
able to walk by ourselves.”

The St. John City, Ind., native said he always wanted to join 
the Army and receive a military education. He plans to major in 
mechanical engineering.

“I am really proud of him and I’m impressed with the quality 
of education here,” David Applegate, Alex’s father, said.

Alex said he was much more nervous on Reception Day, a 
mere seven weeks ago, but felt more excited with A-Day.

Class of 2017 Cadet Connor Parker, Co. B-3, from Hollister, 
Calif., had a more philosophical approach to the day.

“I feel like (A-Day) was a good way to fi nish strong and 
begin strong,” Parker said.

Parker said working together to get through CBT and coming 
together as a company was rewarding.

“They are a good group of people and I’m glad to be a part 
of it,” he said.

Parker wants to major in life sciences and pre-med.
“I would like to become a doctor, if not, then it will be fi eld 

artillery,” he said.
Class of 2017 Cadet Elizabeth Mostert, Co. C-1, was feeling 

a mix of emotions.
“Excitement, happiness, there are so many things I’m feeling 

it’s hard to articulate,” Mostert said. “Beast is behind me, (and 
yet) about seven weeks ago, I was a civilian and I couldn’t have 
imagined this.” 

The Portsmouth, R.I., native enjoys history and intends to 
major in the subject.

“I always wanted to go into history,” Mostert said. “I love 
the past.”

The Corps of Cadets marched onto the Plain and waited 
for the order for the plebes to join its ranks. Once they merged 
into the group, they marched in front of alumni for affi liated 
classes of 1964, ‘65, ‘66, ‘67, which represents their 50-year 
affi liation with all four classes of the Corps of Cadets. West Point 
Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen; Commandant of Cadets, 
Brig. Gen. Richard Clarke; and Corps of Cadets Command Sgt. 
Major, Robin Duane, joined the alumni to review the parade of 
the Corps of Cadets.

Welcome to the Corps, Plebes
The Corps of Cadets formally welcome the Class of 2017 into the corps during the Acceptance Day Parade on the Plain Aug. 17.
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Traffic, parking, transportation 
measures for Ring Weekend
By the Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization and Security

In support of the Class of 2014 
Ring Weekend events from Thursday-
Saturday, the following traffic, parking 
and transportation measures are in 
effect:

Ring Ceremony Rehearsal—
Thursday

• Traffic—Beginning at 4 p.m., 
traffic attempting to transit through the 
Trophy Point area will be blocked at 
the 101 intersection, as well as by the 
entrance to Clinton Lot.  

Traffic in the area will remain 
blocked until the completion of the Ring 
Ceremony Rehearsal. 

Vehicles parked in the Clinton, 
Doubleday and surrounding lots will be 
allowed to depart by exiting south onto 

Cullum Road past Jefferson Library.
Ring Ceremony—Friday  
• Traffic—Beginning at 4:30 p.m., 

traffic attempting to transit through the 
Trophy Point area will be blocked at 
the 101 intersection, as well as by the 
entrance to Clinton Lot.  

Traffic in the area will remain 
blocked until the completion of the Ring 
Ceremony. 

Vehicles parked in the Clinton, 
Doubleday and surrounding lots will be 
allowed to depart by exiting south onto 
Cullum Road past Jefferson  Library.

•  Parking—There wil l  be no 
vehicles authorized on Jefferson Road 
and the Thayer Road extension at Trophy 
Point after 4 p.m.  

Vehicles parked on these roads are 
subject to being towed. 

•  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n — B u s 

transportation will be available from 
the Buffalo Soldier Field Parking Lot to 
Trophy Point from 3-6:30 p.m.

Recept ion and Banquet—
Saturday

• Traffic—The Cullum Road area in 
front of the Commandant’s quarters is 
subject to brief closures after 5:30 p.m. 
to support pedestrians crossing at that 
intersection.  

• Parking—There is no parking on 
Jefferson Road.  

•  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n — B u s 
transportation will be available from 
the Buffalo Soldier Field Parking Lot to 
the Cadet Barracks area until 5:30 p.m.  

Shuttle buses will be available to 
take participants back to Buffalo Soldier 
Field once the hop concludes.

For details, contact Matthew Cassidy, 
Antiterrorism Officer, at 845-938-3650.

Eliminating sexual assault from the Armed Forces remains 
one of the Department of Defense’s top priorities. This effort 
requires our absolute and sustained commitment to providing 
a safe environment in which every service member and 
DOD civilian is free from the threat of sexual harassment 
and assault.  

Our success depends on a dynamic and responsive 
approach. We, therefore, must continually assess and strive 
to improve our prevention and response programs.  

In May, I directed a range of initiatives designed 
to strengthen our programs in the areas of commander 
accountability, command climate, victim advocacy and safety. 

Today, I am directing immediate implementation of the 
following additional measures to improve victim support, 
strengthen pretrial investigations, enhance oversight and 
make prevention and response efforts more consistent across 
the military services:

• Creating a legal advocacy program in each military 
service that will provide legal representation to sexual assault 
victims throughout the judicial process;

• Ensuring that pretrial investigative hearings of sexual 
assault-related charges are conducted by JAG officers;

• Providing commanders with options to reassign or 
transfer a member who is accused of committing a sexual 
assault or related offense in order to eliminate continued 
contact while respecting the rights of both victims and the 
accused; 

Hagel’s statement on new sexual assault prevention and response measures

• Requiring timely follow-up reports on sexual assault 
incidents and responses to be given to the first general or flag 
officer within the chain of command; 

• Directing DOD’s Inspector General to regularly evaluate 
closed sexual assault investigations; 

• Standardizing prohibitions on inappropriate behavior 
between recruiters and trainers and their recruits and trainees 

across the Department;
• Developing and proposing changes to the Manual for 

Courts-Martial that would allow victims to give input during 
the sentencing phase of courts-martial.

All of these measures will provide victims additional 
rights, protections, and legal support, and help ensure that 
sexual assault-related investigations and judicial proceedings 
are conducted thoroughly and professionally.  

In addition, the Department of Defense has established an 
independent panel, in accordance with the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, which is currently 
reviewing and assessing the systems used to investigate, 
prosecute and adjudicate crimes involving sexual assault and 
related offenses under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  
I have met with panel members and I will closely review their 
recommendations when complete.

Sexual assault is a stain on the honor of our men and 
women who honorably serve our country, as well as a threat 
to the discipline and the cohesion of our force.  

It must be stamped out. I will continue to meet weekly 
with DOD’s senior leadership team to personally review our 
efforts and ensure that directives and programs are being 
implemented effectively.  

We are all accountable to fix this problem, and we will 
fix it together. We will continue to work closely with the 
Congress and the White House on eliminating sexual assault 
in the military.

The Superintendent’s Golf Scramble, a four-person team 
scramble, is scheduled for 1 p.m. Sept. 3. Registration will 
start at 11:30 a.m. Minimal cost includes cart, prizes and 
dinner. The scramble is open to all, but limited to 27 teams. 
To sign up, call the pro shop at 938-2435.

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble

Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel.     Courtesy Photo
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Cadets officially commit to USMA, Army obligations
Class of 2015 renews oath

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Back in the summer of 2011, the Class of 2015 raised its right hands and took an oath to support 
and defend the U.S. Constitution and the sovereignty of the nation. 

This commitment to serve the Army, plus the rigors of academics and military training at West 
Point, can weigh heavily in the minds of cadets. Priorities may change for some—starting a family 
early or pursuing different educational and career opportunities—which is why this oath is renewed.

The Affirmation Ceremony marks the occasion when they firmly commit themselves to 
graduating and becoming commissioned officers. It legally binds them to honor their service 
obligations and for some the decision is simple.

Class of 2015 Cadet Gene Fogh said that decision was made before even arriving 
on Reception Day. 

“I probably had my mind made up in high school that I wanted a full Army career. 
Maybe, now and then, there would be thoughts about whether it was the right choice, 
but they never last long,” Fogh said.  

Fogh serves as the class ring and crest committee chairman and said the Affirmation 
Ceremony felt like actually joining the profession of arms for the first time.

“Before this, we knew we were cadets and that we joined the Army but this 
ceremony is about committing to the profession,” Fogh said. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Kyle Warren had no doubts he would take the oath of 
affirmation with his classmates Sunday at Robinson Auditorium. Warren is a 
kiniseology major who is taking on pre-med courses in pursuit of becoming an 
Army physician.

“I’ve always wanted to become a doctor and I really want to help Soldiers in 
that way,” Warren, the class vice president, said. “For me, this is about serving my 
country, helping the men and women who are also serving and being proud of what 
I can contribute.”

 Class of 2015 Cadet Hope Landsem, the class secretary, said other than 500th 
Night, the Affirmation Ceremony is a huge milestone this year.

“I think the Affirmation Ceremony puts all other events into perspective because 
this is the time when we are officially making that legally-binding commitment,” she 
said. “I think events after this will have more significance because we’ve already 
become bound to our obligations to the Army and will defend the country upon 
graduation.”

Landsem said the ceremony also gives them an opportunity to connect with their 
50-year affiliation class. Several members of the Class of 1965 were in attendance, to 
include the Honorable Eric K. Shinseki, Secretary of Veteran Affairs, who addressed 
the class.

Like many of her classmates, she had little doubts of making this commitment from the start. The 
fact that cadets have two years without repercussions makes having those doubts easier to explore.

“I’ve never seriously considered it, but there will be times when you’re up at 2 in the morning 
... you know, do I really have to be here right now? That makes this all the more important because, 
despite things like that, I want to be here and so do 1,000-plus of my classmates,” Landsem said.

In a sense, there was no decision for Class of 2015 Cadet Cort Thompson. As a prior service 
cadet with two deployments to Afghanistan, Thompson re-enlisted before arriving to West Point. 
Thompson knows other prior service cadets who’ve returned to active duty and understands those 
moments of doubt everyone experiences.

“I want to see this through,” Thompson said. “I’ve made a lot of solid friendships here and that 
definitely helps, but serving in the Army is something I was always going to commit myself to. 
I never thought I would cross over into officership, but I took the opportunity that was presented 
to me and I have no regrets.”

Not everyone was able to attend the class ceremony. Cadets currently studying at the U.S. 
Naval Academy and U.S. Air Force Academy were able to take the oath with members of the Class 
of 1965 present at an earlier date. Five members of the Women’s Soccer team and manager were 
hosting Stony Brook that afternoon, but were met at midfield with a few ‘65 alumni, Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen Jr. and Col. Donna Korycinski, who administered the oath.

At first, Class of 2015 Cadet Lara Wilson was disappointed not being able to attend with her 
class. Afterward she said having the ceremony with the friends she’s made since arriving to West 
Point on R-Day was unforgettable.

“I wouldn’t have wanted to be with anyone else,” Wilson said. “Also, to have the rest of our 
team there to support us and watch the process made our affirmation ceremony even more special. 
As an athlete, we are put in companies together for summer training, and train all year in soccer, 
as well as school, together. These girls have been through everything with me from the start, and 
together we have made it through our first two years at the academy.”

Wilson took the oath because, like many cadets, she feels duty-bound to serve her country.
“In the end, that is what it’s about,” she said. “When I first arrived at the academy there were 

many doubts. I did not know much about the military and I wasn’t totally sure what being a ‘West 
Point cadet’ entailed. Now, after completing the first two years, I understand the Army and what 
an honor it is to be a part of the strongest Army in the world.” 

With classes starting the next morning there was little time to celebrate. In years past the class 
leadership would have to request special permission to commemorate the occasion at Benny 
Haven’s Lounge, the Cow Club.

“We chose not to ask for that exception to policy to open the club because we didn’t want 
that to be the emphasis of what we’re doing,” Warren said. “It’s a big night for us because of the 
commitment we are making to the profession of arms.”

The Class of 2015 cadets take the Oath of Affirmation during a ceremony Sunday  
in Robinson Auditorium, officially committing themselves to the profession 
of arms. The Honorable Eric Shinseki, Secretary of Veteran Affairs, was guest 
speaker and joined fellow Class of 1965 alumni for the occasion.

Col. Donna Korycinski administers the oath to six Class of 2015 cadets during a pre-game 
ceremony at Clinton Field Sunday. The Women’s Soccer team went on to beat Stony 
Brook, 2-0.
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By Nils Anderson
USAG West Point PAO

The U.S. Army-Garrison at West Point has established a 
“Ridesharing” program to support the entire community.  

The program will allow the community to help itself by having 
an organized system for drivers on West Point to be able to share a 
ride with those on post who must walk between select destinations. 

There are “Ridesharing” signs at designated pickup points on 
West Point for personnel going to specified destinations. 

The “Ridesharing” signs are at the West Point Club, the Post 
Exchange, outside of the Visitors Center parking entrance on West 
Point Highway and at the corner of Buffalo Soldier Field parking 
lot on Thayer Road. 

The concept behind the program is quite simple. First, anyone 
who needs a ride to the specified destination on the sign stands in 
front of that particular “Ridesharing” sign and waits for a Good 
Samaritan to offer a ride.  

Secondly, and most important of all, those good Samaritan 
drivers on West Point simply stop at the “Ridesharing” sign that 
reflects either their destination or is en route to their destination 
and offers a ride to the person(s) standing at that sign.   

Please note that each “Ridesharing” sign is only for that 
specified destination.  

If you have any questions  contact the US Army Garrison 
Public Affairs Office at 938-8520.

Safety first is the message for Class of 2017
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Class of 2017 attended a traffic 
safety awareness briefing that 
focused on alcohol awareness and 

texting while driving Aug. 12 at Robinson 
Auditorium. 

The briefing was a dual effort with the 
Simon Center for the Professional Military 
Ethic and the Respect Program Advisory 
Council, who provides training throughout a 
cadets’ four years. The RPAC and SCPME 
provide classes on cultural awareness, alcohol 
awareness, sexual harassment and assault 
awareness and equal opportunity. 

The guest speaker was Trooper Greg 
Steffens from the North Carolina State Police.

Command Sgt. Major Robin Duane spoke 
briefly at the event and introduced Steffens.

“To (paraphrase) a line from the Spiderman 
movie,” Duane said. “With hard alcohol comes 
great responsibility. When we first talked about 
alcohol awareness, I had one name (Steffens) 
in mind, and wondered on the possibility of 
bringing him here to talk to you because how he 
delivers and what he delivers in his message.”

 Steffens spent 10 years as a Marine, with 
the last three stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Steffens is now a North Carolina State Trooper 
and Safety Officer.

“Someday you will be at Fort Bragg,” 
Steffens told the audience, as if to warn the 
cadets they will be watched.

 One of the first quick videos viewed was 
a skit of an office worker who wanted to put 
a stop to bad language use. She decided to 
place a jar on her desk and anyone who used a 
swear word, would pay up. One person asked 
where the money goes. The office worker said 
it would go for a case of Bud Light. From then 
on, swear words were rampant. 

Part of Steffens strategy was to show 
photos of horrendous accidents, most taken 
within 50 miles of Fort Bragg, the result of 
texting while driving or drinking while driving.

“What is the texting and driving laws in 
South Carolina,” Steffens asked. “There is 
none. If you want to die texting and driving, 
move there. I’ll just clean you up and throw 
you away.”

One video shown was of a victim’s 
statement. The victim was a 55-year-old 
man who was killed because a teenager was 
texting and driving. The 18-year-old from 
Massachusetts was convicted of manslaughter.

“That kid is 18 years old,” Steffens said.  
“He’s going to prison for two and a half years;  
he will not have his driver’s license for 15 
years after he gets out of prison because of a 
text message. It is that simple. I commend the 
state of Massachusetts for doing what they did; 

they were the first ones in this country to do 
it, to enlist laws against texting and driving. 
Do not doubt for a minute, now that they have 
successfully done it, the rest of the country 
will follow suit.”

Steffens asked cadets to raise their hands 
if they have ever texted or used a cell phone 
while driving, not surprisingly, more than a 
few hands went up.

“It’s become an epidemic in this country,” 
Steffens explained. “Texting and driving 
fatalities will soon surpass driving while 
impaired fatalities, over a case of plastic. A 
sober person with a cell phone in his hand, one 
day will kill more people than drunks.”

The use of graphic photos and Steffen’s talk 

went well with the cadets, giving them food for 
thought on behavior while driving.

“I thought the briefing was very interesting,” 
Class of 2017 Cadet Matthew Alexander, Co 
A-2, said. “Trooper Steffens did a great job 
on it. He was able to use humor to keep the 
briefing from getting too morbid, but he still 
got his point across effectively and showed 
how it applied to everyone in the audience. He 
definitely made me reconsider how I act and 
how my friends act when one of us is driving.

“I think I was most impressed by his 
passion in the presentation,” Alexander said. 
“He seemed really fired up about teaching 
safety to save lives instead of just giving us 
lists of statistics and trying to scare everyone.”

(Above) A Photo of a traffic accident was  
shown to the Class of 2017 Aug. 12 at Robinson 
Auditorium as (Pictured right) North Carolina 
State Trooper G.D. Steffens spoke to the cadets 
about the dangers of texting while driving or 
drinking and driving. 

Share a ride with fellow 
members of the West 
Point community

WEST POINT HELPLINE

If you have been a victim of sexual 
assault, contact ...

• Call or Text 845-659-7467
• www.preventsexualassault.army.mil
• www.SafeHelpline.org
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Members of the U.S. Military Academy Scuba Club conducted professional development training Aug. 16 
with the 569th Engineer Dive Detachment in Jersey City, N.J. First Lt. William Guinther, a Class of 2011 
graduate and former club cadet-in-charge, is pictured on the right.                                           Courtesy Photo

Members of the U.S. Military Academy Scuba Club traveled 
Aug. 16 to Jersey City, N.J., to conduct professional development 
training with the 569th Engineer Dive Detachment. 

The Dive Detachment, based out of Joint Base Langley- 
Eustis, Va., was led by 1st Lt. William Guinther, the former 
cadet-in-charge of the Scuba Club in 2011. 

The detachment was on a two-week operation working with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Caven Point, N.J. Their 
primary objective was to safely conduct pier rehabilitation, 
replace worn or missing bumper systems, install new fender 
systems and remove sediment from under the dry dock boat 
lift via Salvage Divers. This was accomplished while utilizing 
a combination of dive modes and to train in 569th Engineer 
Detachment (Dive) METL tasks. 

The Scuba Club was able to interact with and for the first 

time get hands-on with equipment from an active-duty dive 
detachment. Guinther then led a professional development 
session discussing the capabilities of the team, how it operates 
and lessons learned throughout his career. The Scuba Club was 
also able to learn and takeaway vital information pertaining to 
safety and maintenance of gear and equipment to enhance the 
overall effectiveness of future operations while training students, 
and conducting proficiency dives.

Guinther also gave the Scuba Club a detailed briefing on the 
Engineer Branch, which houses the Army’s inventory of dive 
detachments and how to advance to the level of dive officer, 
a very prestigious rating and qualification, which is the only 
position commissioned officers can hold on a dive detachment. 

To learn more about this Directorate of Cadet Activities club, 
visit www.usma.edu/scuba/SitePages/Home.aspx. 

Cadets join 569th Engineer Dive Detachment 
for professional development training

Two members of the West Point 
Orienteering Team, Class of 2015 
Cadets Jacob Grant and William Miller, 
represented the United States from June 
16-July 7 at the Junior World Orienteering 
Championships at Hradec Králové, Czech 
Republic.

These athletes trained and competed 
as part of the U.S. National Junior 
Development Team. Grant and Miller 
continued a long history of West Point 
Orienteering Team participation at this 

and other world-class events, and return 
to the academy with cultural and athletic 
experiences that are instrumental in 
providing profession navigation based 
training to team members. 

The Orienteering Team’s expertise 
and professionalism, developed through 
experiences such as this, are leveraged 
throughout the year to improve summer 
land navigation training, intramural 
orienteering and the annual Sandhurst 
Military Skills Competition. 

Grant, Miller represent U.S. 
in orienteering competition

Class of 2015 Cadet Jacob 
Grant competed this summer at 
the Junior World Orienteering 
Championships.          Courtesy Photo
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By Sgt. Terysa M. King 
U.S. Army Africa Public Affairs

U.S. Army Africa hosted a three-week internship with two 
U.S. Military Academy Class of 2014 cadets in conjunction 
with the Advanced Individual Academic Development program. 

The internship, a first for USARAF, helped cadets analyze 
a problem by creating a senior leader decision-making process 
that would increase efficiency of information flow from 
directors to the commanding general.  It would also optimize the 
battle rhythm for the current challenge with facility separation 
between Caserma Ederle and Caserma Del Din. 

Maj. Bradley Kinser, USARAF strategic intelligence 
research officer, said this training familiarization was important 
because both parties were able to reap benefits. 

“Cadets were here to solve a problem for USARAF, and 
we put time, money and resources into them coming here,” 
Kinser, a Fayetteville, N.C., native, said.  Providing 48 hours 
of familiarization training, it maximized those resources and 
time we already put into these young men and the project.” 

In addition to cadets working to solve problems for their 
USARAF project, they were also provided an opportunity to 
witness training familiarization with 6th Alpini Regiment, a 
mountain infantry regiment of the Italian army. During their 

visit, cadets participated in a rock climbing exercise and toured 
Alpini training facilities. 

Kinser said the training familiarization exposed cadets to 
current, young leadership in the Italian army, learned about 
alpine operations and gained knowledge about how the Alpini 
regiment is trying to incorporate motorized and mechanized 
vehicles in an urban setting combined with mountain operations. 

“This training familiarization strengthens the relationship 
with our Italian NATO partners by allowing us to experience 
how we each approach problems,” Kinser said. “As a result of 
it, the Alpini are writing their own doctrine to understand how 
to approach the problem, and they got a little input from two 
cadets who are trained in problem solving.” 

Both cadets were excited to go out into the real world and 
apply what they’ve learned throughout the semester at West 
Point, and gain cultural experience by working with a NATO 
partner military. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Nolan Anderson, Chicago native, said 
he felt the internship was a rewarding experience, as it allowed 
him to use real world applications to help support USARAF 
and the Alpini. 

“I really wanted to get out there and apply what I learned 
and see what lies ahead in the Army for me. One thing I can 
take away from this is not necessarily the activities we partook 

in, but mainly relationships we built. Overall, I feel it’s great for 
both our nations to publicize the bond we have,” Anderson said. 

Class of 2014 Cadet David Blum, from El Dorado Hills, 
Calif., said even though he worked with the Alpini for only two 
days, he feels the investment of time will potentially forge a 
lifetime relationship with the Alpini officers. 

“It was amazing to me how quickly we built relationships. I 
think in the future amid budget uncertainty, these coalitions will 
play an even greater role in our foreign policy,” Blum said. “I 
think the relationship starts by building personal relationships, 
and hopefully we will continue these relationships, build on 
them and create a chain of events where we can continue to 
schedule joint events like this. 

“I think if we do that we’ll be able to build a better 
relationship with the armies as a whole,” he added. 

Kinser said along with building personal relationships, this 
training familiarization is important for cadets because it gives 
them diversity their peers do not have. 

“The cadets are getting an experience before they’re 
commissioned as lieutenants, which is already diverse from 
U.S. doctrine and U.S. training. They’re going to have outside 
perspective to problems they’ll face as young lieutenants that 
their peers and counterparts are not going to have. It will help 
them decide how to lead their Soldiers,” Kinser said. 

AIAD in Africa benefits two firsties

(Above) U.S. and Alpini personnel display flags of Italy and the United States to symbolize the 
NATO partnership created during an internship in conjunction with the Advanced Individual 
Academic Development program sponsored by West Point. (Right) Capt. Davide Dallago, rock 
climbing and skiing master with 6th Alpini Regiment , helps cadets strap-up before they perform 
a mountain climbing exercise during an internship in conjunction with the Advanced Individual 
Academic Development program sponsored by West Point to help implement cadets’ knowledge 
from course work to enhance leadership, decision and problem-solving skills.     u.s. Army AfriCA Photos

First time hosting USMA cadets in problem-solving project for U.S. Army Africa
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JBK 10-11U travel baseball finishes second overall

The Junior Black Knights 10-11U travel baseball team finishes in second place in the Professional Baseball 
Institution league. After winning the semifinal, JBK lost a heartbreaker 2-1 in the championship game. 
Front row (left to right) Jonah Shields (bat boy), Bryan Jones, Nick Miller, Logan Prairie, James Devito, 
Jackson Waugh, Nick Sottolano and Tyler Sottolano (bat boy). Middle row (l-to-r)  Assistant Coach Scott 
Pitchford, Eason Sampson, Hector Borgos, Beau Shields, Josh Borowicz and Will Despirito. Back row 
(l-to-r) Assistant coach Jamie Devito and head coach Troy Prairie. Not pictured is Tre Corrigan.  Courtesy Photo

Submitted by the Junior Black Knights Baseball team

The Junior Black Knights 10-11U travel baseball team 
finished its season in second place in the Professional Baseball 
Institution league. 

In the semifinal matchup, JBK defeated the Teel Ravens from 
New Jersey, 5-3, in front of the home crowd at Roe Park. Starting 
pitcher Nick Sottolano gave up three runs over 4 1/3 innings 
before handing the ball to Logan Prairie and Beau Shields, who 
combined to shut out the Ravens in the final two innings.  

JBK scored in the second inning when James Devito drove 
in Nick Miller on a double to the gap.  The home team was then 
held scoreless until the fifth inning, when Josh Borowicz scored 
after Shields and Eason Sampson hit back-to-back singles.  

The hero of the game was Hector Borgos, who followed the 
trio with a three-run homer to left-center, his second of the year,  
which proved to be the deciding factor of the game.

In the championship game, JBK lost a heartbreaker to the 
first-place PBI Eagles team from New Jersey, 2-1. Shields started 
on the mound and went 2 2/3 strong innings before Prairie 
relieved him to finish off the game.  

The two right-handers scattered six hits over six innings 
with the support of great defensive catches by Bryan Jones and 
Borowicz.  

Great defense by both teams was the theme for the day with 
Sottolano contributing on two double plays, Borgos making a 
great catch in deep right field with the bases loaded and a number 
of players, led by Jackson Waugh, playing solid fundamental 
baseball the whole game. 

Sampson scored JBK’s only run after walking, advancing on 
Will Despirito’s single and scoring on Prairie’s hit up the middle.  

The Junior Black Knights travel baseball team takes the 
fall off before starting winter workouts. Tryouts will be held in 
January for the spring and summer seasons. 

Interested players between the ages 7-12 should contact Troy 
Prairie at Gordon.t.prairie.mil@mail.mil or Mark West at Mark.
West@usma.edu for more details.  

MEDDAC takes superintendent’s cup
MEDDAC celebrates after defeating the MP’s 11-10 in the championship game of the 
Superintendent’s Trophy Softball Tournament Aug. 15. Down 10-8 in the bottom of the 
seventh inning, MEDDAC came back to win on a game-winning home run by Chris Slapp. 
MEDDAC played a total of six games and finished 5-1. MEDDAC lost its first game to the 
MP’s that put the team in the loser's bracket. However, they came back strong by defeating 
the Department of Military Instruction 15-11, Math 9-4 and Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science 12-8 in order to compete for the trophy. MEDDAC then proceeded to 
beat the MP’s twice to take the title of the six-team military tournament.        Courtesy Photo
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Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

More than 600 athletes throughout the country competed 
Aug. 18 in the 24th annual West Point Triathlon at Camp 
Buckner. 

Capt. Chris Cordova, from Keller Army Community 
Hospital, has been involved the past couple years but this was 
his fi rst time as race director.

“Honestly, I think it was a huge success,” he said. “There 
might have been a couple hiccups along the way but I couldn’t 
have been happier with how the event turned out.”

The event is driven by the West Point Triathlon team and 
serves as its major fundraiser which allows them to train, 
travel and compete during the academic year. Various clubs 
and organizations volunteer their time at this event like the 
West Point Marathon Team, whose members organized the 
fl ow of traffi c for parking and later patrolled the bike route 
during the race. 

“I owe a huge thanks to all the volunteers from the West 
Point community,” Cordova said. “This race doesn’t happen 
without them and I can’t give enough credit to our volunteers.” 

Additionally, Cordova said the Ski Patrol Team was 
instrumental in providing medical services to care for those 
scrapes and cuts which naturally occur among highly-
competitive athletes and members of the Crew Team were 
vigilant on Lake Popolopen to ensure triathletes were safe 
during the swim portion. The Swim Team coach announced 
the names of all the competitors as they crossed the fi nish line.

“This is a large event and the Triathlon team alone could 
not handle all the tasks without the assistance of other clubs,” 
Cordova said. “The cadets of WKDT provided an incredible race 
environment with their music—really energized the crowd. The 
Women’s Boxing Team came through in a huge way, assisting with 
cleanup and breaking down all the equipment.”

Two members of the Triathlon team—Class of 2016 Cadets 
Catherine Sedy and Dylan Morgan—were able to compete in the 
race but afterward quickly changed back into cadet uniforms to join 

the team with race support. Sedy and Morgan passed out medals 
to all the fi nishers—commemorative dog tags befi tting a race held 
by and among a military community.

Sedy had no problem going from competitor to contributor. 
“Since this event is the main reason why we can still travel 

around the nation to compete against other top-performance 
collegiate teams, it was very important to us to take every 
opportunity to thank the participants and volunteers for their time 
and dedication,” she said. “We love racing, training, competing, 

and the participants who make it possible, so being able to give 
something back to them was fun and rewarding.”

Morgan fi nished fi fth overall with a time of 1:10:18 while 
Sedy recorded a 1:22:08 fi nish to place 63rd overall and the only 
female cadet among eight representing the Corps of Cadets.  Also 
in the crowd of competitor were several West Point instructors, 
staff and senior leaders—to include the superintendant, 
commandant, dean, USCC command sergeant major and brigade 
tactical offi cer.

“We had the support of the entire West Point leadership 
which was unbelievable,” Cordova said. “It changed the vibe 
of the race.”

Most students would probably prefer relaxing the day before 
class begins, but Sedy said the race was good preparation to get 
into “Beast Mode” for a busy season. 

“We end up front-loading most of our races within the fi rst 
two months of school, so this was a great way to jumpstart 
the training program and get right back into a hard-charging, 
successful season with the team,” Sedy said. “I felt great in the 
water, decent on the bike, and great on the run so I am pumped 
for this season. 

Sedy, who was a runner in high school, feels that bicycling is 
her strength in a triathlon. This season she’ll focus on the swim 
leg and the transition between biking and running. She said the 
schedule includes races that will challenge each team member 
and promises to be one of their best season. Sedy will compete 
in three Half Ironman competitions and wants to qualify for the 
world championships again.

“My ultimate goal for the year is to take back the National 
Championship title with the team, and place within the top 40 

collegiate fi nishers,” Sedy said. “This year’s world championship 
is in Las Vegas and I am excited to join two of my teammates as we 
compete against some of the best triathletes from around the world.” 

The day prior to the race, the 9th annual ToughKids Triathlon 
brought more than 300 young triathletes to Camp Buckner. The 
top three boys and girls in each specifi c age qualifi ed for the 
championship in September at Croton Point Park, Croton-on-
Hudson, N.Y.

The 24th annual West Point Triathlon
A collaborative effort made for a dynamic race experience

The fi rst wave of runners make their way into Lake Popolopen at the start of the 24th annual West Point Triathlon Aug. 18 at Camp Buckner. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Dylan Morgan fi nished fi fth overall with a time of 1:10:18 at the 
24th annual West Point Triathlon Aug. 18 at Camp Buckner. As a member of the West 
Point Marathon Team, after fi nishing the race Morgan helped distribute medals to 
fi nishers. The annual event is the team’s major fundraiser for the season which allows 
them to train, travel and compete. Other clubs volunteered to support the triathlon, 
like the Marathon Team, Ski Patrol, Women’s Boxing and WKDT Radio. 

More West Point Triathlon photos at 
www.fl ickr.com/photos/west_point/

Class of 2016 Cadet Catherine Sedy, a member of the West Point Triathlon 
Team, competed in the 24th annual West Point Triathlon a day before a new 
semester began at the U.S. Military Academy. She used the triathlon for training 
purposes, and fi nished with a time of 1:22:08.   She said that the schedule for 
the Triathlon team this year has races that will challenge each member on the 
team and promises to be one of the greatest seasons of West Point Triathlon 
yet. To learn more about the team, visit www.usma.edu/triathlon/SitePages/
Home.aspx.

Class of 2016 Cadet Catherine Sedy went from competitor 
to contributor during the event. As a member of the West 
Point Triathlon Team, Sedy passed out medals to fi nishers 
and helped with the awards ceremony.
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SPORTS

FEATURED EVENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WPWC Gift Shoppe
The WPWC Gift Shoppe is open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday 

and Saturday. 
The shoppe is located near Washington Road, just north of 

the cemetery in Bldg. 695.

Highland Falls Carnival
The Highland Falls Fire Department is hosting a carnival 

from 6-10 p.m. Thursday-Friday and 4-10 p.m. Saturday at Roe 
Park in Highland Falls.

The carnival includes rides, food and games of chance. 

CWOC Kickoff Dinner
Join the Catholic Women of the Chapel for its annual kickoff 

dinner at 6 p.m. Sunday at Most Holy Trinity Chapel.  
CWOC will be joined by speaker Meg Hunter-Kilmer (www.

piercedhands.com). Come join CWOC for a great night of food 
and fellowship. 

Visit “CWOC West Point” on Facebook for more details.

Buffalo Soldiers ceremony
The West Point Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers is hosting its 

annual event Sept. 1. The celebration kicks off with the dedication 
ceremony at Buffalo Soldiers Rock, near Thayer Gate, from 
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. 

The main event is the luncheon, which will be held from 3-6 

p.m. at Eisenhower Hall. A reception will precede the luncheon 
from 2-3 p.m. at Ike Hall. 

The guest speaker will be the recently retired Col. Kevin 
B. Owens.

PWOC events
The Protestant Women of the Chapel have several upcoming  

sneak peaks and sign-ups that include:
• Sept. 4, 9-11 a.m.—Morning program bible studies and 

childcare at Post Chapel Offices Lawn and Park. In event of bad 
weather, it will be held in the Post Chapel Basement; 

• Sept. 5, 7-8:30 p.m.—Evening Program Bible Studies at the 
Post Chapel. No childcare is available for the Evening Program;

• Sept. 11, 9-11 a.m.—Morning program official kickoff 
event at the Post Chapel;

• Sept. 12, 7-8:30 p.m.—Evening program official kickoff 
event at Post Chapel.

For details, contact West Point PWOC Facebook page or 
email PWOC at wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

West Point Women’s Club Super Sign Up
The West Point Women’s Club will be holding its annual 

Super Sign Up event from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Sept. 5 at the West 
Point Club.

This is a way for those new to West Point to get familiarized 
with community organizations and vendors, as well as a fun 
way to shop and have some fun for those who have been around 
a while. Tables are now available for vendors, home-based 
businesses and non-profit organizations. 

For details, visit www.westpointwomensclub.com or contact 
westpointwomensclub@gmail.com.

Branch Week
Branch Week is scheduled for Sept. 9-14 and is an annual, 

academy-wide effort within the Branch Education and 
Mentorship Program. The Corps of Cadets will be exposed to 
all 16 Army branches and will have an opportunity to directly 
mingle with Soldiers from around the Army.

There are more than 200 guests representing the branches 
attending this year’s Branch Week.

Each branch will have a static display in and around Central 
Area from Sept. 10-13.

There will be a Combined Arms Tailgate in Central Area 
from 7-9 p.m. Sept. 13. 

The tailgate is a celebration Army 16 branches and an 
opportunity for the hundreds of mentors on the USMA staff and 
faculty to interact with the Corps of Cadets. All staff and faculty 
are welcome to attend.

For details, contact Capt. Tom Dyrenforth, Department of 
Military Instruction and Field Artillery and Aviation Branch 
representative, at 938-4307.

WPWC Holiday Craft Bazaar
The West Point Women’s Club is now accepting vendors 

of handmade items and treats for this year’s WPWC Holiday 
Craft Bazaar. 

For a vendor application, volunteer information or 
other inquiries email wpwcbazaar@gmail.com. You can 
also visit WPWC’s website and Facebook page at www.
westpointwomensclub.com/Holiday_Bazaar.html and www.
facebook.com/WPWCHolidayCraftBazaar.

Mine Torne Road Closed to the public
Mine Torne Road is no longer a thoroughfare and is closed 

on both ends. 
This road is only for military training access and use by 

authorized patrons for access to hunting and fishing areas. 
If the gates are open, do not enter unless you have specific 

permission. 
Authorized users may sign out a key to Gate 63 (Mine Torne 

Road) from the range operations fire-desk (Bldg. 1403) between 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Accessibility to Mine Torne Road and all other venues 
within the West Point Training Complex are determined based 

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, contact diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.
kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Women’s Equality Day Observance Luncheon
The Women’s Equality Day Observance Luncheon is 

scheduled for 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday at the West Point 
Club. 

Illinois State Representative and USMA Class of 1987 
graduate Jeanne Ives is scheduled as guest speaker.

For details, call Sgt. 1st Class John B. Walker, USCC 
equal opportunity advisor, at 938-8456 or email john.walker@
usma.edu.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Storm King Run
The Rotary Club of West Point-Highland Falls will host the 

second annual Storm King Run at 9 a.m. Sunday. 
Runners and walkers are welcome to participate in this fun 

challenge that includes a 10K route along N.Y. State Route 218 
Storm King Highway from West Point’s Washington Gate, a 5K 
route and one-mile Kids Fun Run.

Register online/download registration forms and get other 
information at www.rotary-wphf.org.  

For details, call John Willis at 446-5483.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are five-day events 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Sept. 23-27;
• Oct. 7-11;
• Oct. 21-25;
Registration is required. Contact the ACAP Office at 938-

0634. 

Lunch and Learn Series with ACAP Financial Planner
If you want to learn more about investing, but have little to 

no previous experience, the Army Career and Alumni Program 
has a workshop for you. 

The workshop, Investing 101, will teach you about basic 
investments—stocks, bonds, mutual funds;  compound interest; 
investment risks; risk tolerance; passive investing versus active 
investing;  investment philosophy; and investment strategies.

Bring your brown bag lunch. The workshop is scheduled for 
noon-1 p.m. Tuesday at ACS’ Bldg. 622, Heritage Room.  

To register, call Sheri Conklin at 845-938-0629 or email 
Sheryl.Conklin@usma.edu.

This workshop is the first in a three-part series. Other 
workshops include:

• Sept. 17—Part 2–Creating an investment Policy Statement;
• Oct. 15—Part 3–Mutual Fund Investing.

Community

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

on military training requirements. 
For details, contact Alec M. Lazore, range officer, at 845-

938-3007.    
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JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

Teen Summer Boat Ride
All teens entering ninth grade at O’Neill High School this fall 

can join the CYSS Middle School Teen Center for a boat ride to 
meet fellow classmates. 

The boat leaves West Point’s South Dock at 1:30 p.m. Enjoy 
a cruise on the Hudson from 2-4 p.m. Wednesday. 

Admission is one two-liter bottle of soda or a bag of chips 
and your signed permission slip available at the Youth Center. 

For details, call 938-2092/0829.

Child, Youth and School Services Supply Drive
Join Child, Youth and School Services now through Sept. 3 

as CYSS is pleased to participate in a national supply drive to 
help our children start the school year right.  

Donate school supplies at the Disney Store in Woodbury 
Commons, Michael’s in Mohegan Lake, or by visiting www.
greatfutures.org/backtoschool. 

For details, contact Youth Services at 938-3727.

Wee Ones Hours
Wee Ones Open Play Group returns to regular hours from 

9:30-11 a.m. beginning Sept. 16. 
Wee Ones is open to parents with children birth-to-4 years 

old. Come join Wee Ones at its new location at the MWR 
Community Center. 

 For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 
Manager, at 938-3369.

Part-day Preschool Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Part-day Preschool Program for children ages 3 years 
and older.  

Programs will be offered 9 a.m.-noon Monday/Wednesday/
Friday or Tuesday and Thursday or Monday-Friday. 

For details, contact Parent Central to enroll in this program 
at 983-0939/4458. 

Fees are based on total family income.

Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program for children attending 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2013.  

The program will be offered 8:30-11:30 a.m. Monday-Friday. 
For details or enrollment, contact Parent Central at 938-

0939/4458. 
Fees are based on total family income.

Upcoming Employment Readiness Workshops
Army Community Service is offering several Employment 

Readiness Workshops during the months of August and 
September.

 The workshops include:
• Tuesday, 9-11:30 a.m.—One-on-One Résumé Review 

walk-ins. Part of the Career Fair Prep Workshops;
• Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.—Networking and Linked In Workshop;
• Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Résumé Workshop; 
• Wednesday, 1-3 p.m.—Dress to Impress Workshop;
• Sept. 24, 1-3 p.m.—Federal Résumé Workshop—We will 

provide tips for writing a winning federal résumé;
• Sept. 26, 1-4 p.m.—10 Steps to a Federal Job—Kathryn 

Troutman’s step-by-step guide to help you successfully navigate 
the Federal Job System, research vacancy announcements and 
apply for jobs. Participants receive a free copy of Troutman’s 
Jobseeker’s Guide.

All workshops are held at ACS, Bldg. 622, unless otherwise 
noted. 

Register for an upcoming class by calling 938-5658, emailing 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu or by visiting ACS’ webpage at 
www.westpointmwr.com/acs/employment_readiness.htm.

Arts & Craft Shop is moving 
If you have any supplies or projects currently at the West 

Point Arts and Crafts Shop, pick them up by Aug. 30 during 
regular business hours. 

This includes, but is not limited to, framing drawers, sewing 
materials, pottery items and stained glass projects.   

All items that remain after Aug. 30 will be discarded. 
The shop appreciates your help and support, and the 

employees look forward to serving you in a bigger and better 
location. 

Remembrance 5K
Join the MWR Fitness Center and West Point Club Sept. 7 

for the Remembrance 5K. 
This race will start and finish at the West Point Club, 

registration begins at 7:30 a.m. with a shotgun start at 8 a.m.  
Pre-registration is available at the MWR Fitness Center.  
Breakfast is after the race at the Club. For details, call 938-

6490.

MWR Fitness Center Co-op
The MWR Fitness Center Co-op is dedicated to helping 

parents who want to get fi t, but fi nd it diffi cult with an infant 
or toddler. 

The co-op runs between 8:45-11:15 a.m. Monday-Friday 
and is open for children from 6 weeks to 5 years old who are 
registered with the CDC. 

Every shift has at least two-to-three parents volunteering at 
a time, so you’re never on your own. 

The next session starts in late August and runs for 10 weeks. 
Sign up is scheduled for mid-August. 

For details, email jonijimstar@yahoo.com or msurry@
hotmail.com.

West Point Back to School Expo
Join Army Community Service from 3-4:30 p.m. Tuesday at 

ACS, Bldg. 622 for a Back to School Expo, which is a fun and 
informative event showcasing the programs, activities and events 
available for West Point school-age children and their families.  

Representatives attending include the Exceptional Family 
Member Program, Hearts Apart, Family Advocacy Program, 
Keller Hospital nutritionist, School Liaison Offi cer, West Point 
Homeschool Group, West Point Schools and more. 

For details, call Monica Orecchio or Erin Kidd at 938-3487.

Arts and Crafts Shop hot summer savings 
The Arts and Crafts Shop is offering savings during August 

as all crescent and artique matboards are 15 percent off. 
The shop offers a full-service professional frame shop for all 

of your custom framing needs. 
There are hundreds of frames to choose from to fi t your style 

and budget. Let us help you design the perfect presentation for 
your favorite things. 

For details, call 938-4812. 

Summer hours for West Point Arts and Crafts Shop
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop will have adjusted hours 

for the summer through Sept. 2. Summer hours will be: 
• Monday—by appointment;
• Tuesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Wednesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 

Staff and Faculty Flag Football
The MWR Sports Offi ce will be conducting the 2013 Staff 

and Faculty Flag Football League.
Teams wishing to enter may do so by calling Jim McGuinness, 

MWR Sports Offi ce, at 938-3066 or email Jim.McGuinness@
usma.edu. The deadline for entries is Tuesday.

The league is open to all USMA departments and units, 
Stewart Marines and Stewart Air National Guard Units.

The season starts Sept. 4 with exhibition games and regular 
season games start Sept. 9. All games are played at Shea Stadium.

Wine and Cheese Tasting
Come to the West Point Club from 5-8 p.m. Aug. 29 for its 

popular wine and cheese tasting event.
For details and to make reservations, call 938-5120.

Oktoberfest
Grab your lederhosen and join MWR from 4-9 p.m. Sept. 27 

and noon-7 p.m. Sept. 28 at the West Point Ski Area for traditional 
German food, drink and music with American fl air.  

There will be live bands, Stammtisch, Mr. and Mrs. 
Oktoberfest Contest, Weiner Dog Race and Kinder Korner (Sept. 
28). For details, call 938-4690.

Football Child Care
Child, Youth and School Services will be providing child 

care during the home football games. Hours of care are from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. during the games that begin at noon.  

Registration deadlines are Sept. 4 (for the Sept. 14 game), 
Sept. 11 (Sept. 21 game) and Oct. 2 (Oct. 12 game).

Labor Day Weekend Kennel Special
Morgan Farm is offering a kennel special with discounted 

rates during Labor Day weekend.  
Drop off your pet Aug. 30 and pick up on Sept. 3. Walks and 

grooming also available. For details, call 938-3926.

Community Activity Center Survey
In mid-September, School Age Services will be moving into 

the Lee CDC and MWR will be opening up a Community Activity 
Center in Bldg. 693. 

A survey will help MWR provide outstanding programs and 
classes to our community. 

Take a few moments to answer the following questions in an 
effort to better serve you at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
YNYWH5V. 

• Thursday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Friday—by appointment;  
• Saturday and Sunday—closed. 
The Arts and Crafts Shop will still be available for group 

events and birthday parties in the evenings and Saturdays. Call 
to schedule at least two weeks in advance. 

For a schedule of classes and locations, visit westpointmwr.
com/art. For details, call 938-4812.
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Friday—Monsters University, 
G, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Man of Steel, PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.
shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/
Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

• August Yard of the Month—Nominate any yard 
on post you feel deserves recognition for August Yard of the 
Month, including your own. 

Send the street and house number to jgellman@bbcgrp.
com. Winners receive a $25 gift card as well as the coveted 
“Yard of the Month” sign to display on the lawn. 

All nominations must be submitted by Wednesday.

• First Day of School Photo Contest—Take that 
special picture of the fi rst day of school Aug. 29 and email it 
to jgellman@bbcgrp.com. 

All entries will be judged and winners will receive a 
$25 gift card. Last day to submit picture for viewing will 
be Sept. 5.

• Teen Back to School Barbecue—Just because 
summer is over doesn’t mean the fun is. Meet new people, 
eat great food and participate in fun activities as BBC and 
the Youth Center partner for a Teen Back to School Barbecue 
from 3-5 p.m. Aug. 30.

Open to all registered youth in grades 6-12. 
Call Youth Services at 845-938-3727 for more details. 

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Hudson Valley Blood Drive
Keller Army Community Hospital has scheduled the 

annual Hudson Valley Blood Drive Monday-Aug. 29 at 
Eisenhower Hall. The blood drive hours will be 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Monday-Wednesday and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Aug. 29.

Walk-ins are always welcome, however, for convenience 
purposes appointments to donate whole blood can be made 
by calling Mary Mandia at 938-2583.

Keller Corner

USMA Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through Aug. 29
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Aug. 22-29
Channels 8/23

West Point Band presents Labor 
Day Concert with fi reworks display
By the West Point Band

 
The West Point Band will present its annual Labor 

Day celebration at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 1 at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. In the event of inclement weather, the 
performance will be held Sept. 2. 

The performance will feature The Hellcats, the Benny 
Havens Band and the concert band. The evening will end 
with a spectacular fireworks display. 

The concert is free and open to the public.
Following opening remarks, the concert band will open 

the concert with Rossini’s “William Tell Overture” and 
Egner’s “The Official West Point March.” Other selections 
on the concert include the “Armed Forces Service Medley” 
and “God Bless America.” 

The West Point Band’s field music group, The Hellcats, 
will perform a patriotic drum and bugle show, highlighting the 
precision and discipline that are hallmarks of the ensemble. 

The West Point Band’s rock band, the Benny Haven’s 
Band, will also be featured and perform a number of 
popular tunes, including “Come Sail Away,” “Hey Jude” and 
“September.” 

The concert will end with the concert band performing 
Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture” with live cannon fire, 
followed by Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever” as the 
fireworks display begins.

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 
845-938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. 

The West Point Band news can also be found by following 
the band on Facebook, YouTube and Twitter.

The West Point Band will present its annual Labor Day celebration at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 1 at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater.             Courtesy Photo

Military.com, the largest online military membership 
organization, and the Non-commissioned Offi cers Association, 
have joined forces to co-host the West Point Fall Career Expo 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sept. 12 at the West Point Club. 

The Expo is designed to place separating and retiring 
veterans and family members in direct contact with companies 
and corporations seeking individuals with military training 
and experience. 

This event is free for job seekers and while it targets 
military and their family members, it is open to the public.

Approximately 40 employers will participate, including 
Johnson & Johnson, New York City Police Department, 
New York Life, Northrop Grumman Corp., Person VUE, 
Pepperidge Farm, The Exchange, West Point Association 
of Graduates, Vinnell Arabia and the Department of Justice.

In addition, professional photographer Beth Shaw, of 

West Point Fall Career Expo
Elizabeth Shaw Photography, will be present. 

She will be providing free sittings for professional 
portraits that can be used during the job search, for LinkedIn 
profi les and other professional purposes.

With limited parking, park at Buffalo Soldier Field.  There 
will be a shuttle available to transport attendees to the West 
Point Club, approximately one mile away.

Pre-registration: For a complete list of employers and 
additional information about the event, pre-register at www.
military.com/career-expo.

Companies interested in exhibiting at the event are 
requested to contact the NCOA Executive Director, Scoop 
Davis, at execdir@ncoausa.org or call 800-662.2620, ext. 
241. 

For details, contact Christina Overstreet at 938-5658 or 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu.


