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Experiencing an exhausting obstacle course at the River 
Courts, the new cadets were challenged with a series of 
tasks to include a shuttle run, pull ups, Humvee push, 
litter carry, low crawl and tire fl ip during the Lambka 
Challenge July 19. This particular site was named 
Mission Boston, in honor of the nighttime parachute 
combat assault into Normandy, France by the 82nd 
Airborne Division in June 1944 as part of the D-Day 
landings. See Pages 8-9 for story and photos.              
                 mike StrASSer/pV
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Pointer View  news & Features

Hurricane Sandy did damage to the Northeast last year, but Hurricane Irene’s 
presence was felt strongly at West Point in 2011. Hurricane Irene, although it 
was classifi ed as a tropical storm by the time it hit West Point, made its mark 
by fl ooding many areas of the U.S. Military Academy, including South Dock.  

StAff Sgt. mAtt leAry (file photo)

By Dr. Christopher Hennen 
Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security Emergency 
Planner

Forecasters at all the major weather 
centers—including the Farmer’s Almanac—
are predicting a higher-than-average number of 
tropical storms for the Atlantic region this year. 
A typical year, based on weather records that go 
back to 1950, has 12 tropical storms and seven 
that turned into hurricanes.

The National Weather Service’s hurricane 
season outlook says there’s a 72 percent 
likelihood of 13 to 20 named storms (winds 
of 39 mph or higher), of which seven to 11 
could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or 
higher), including three to six major hurricanes 
(Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher). 

Last year, for the season that runs from June 
1-Nov. 30, there were 19 named storms, nine of 
which attained hurricane strength at some point.

“With the devastation of (Hurricane) Sandy 

fresh in our minds, and another active season 
predicted, we’re committed to ensuring our 
community has accurate information to properly 
prepare ahead of time,” Joe Colombo, West 
Point’s emergency manager, said. “As we saw 
fi rsthand with Sandy, it’s important to remember 
that tropical storm and hurricane impacts are 
not limited to the coastline. Strong winds, 
torrential rains, fl ooding and tornadoes often 
threaten inland areas far from where the storm 
fi rst makes landfall.”

The predictions for this year, coupled 
with the memory of Sandy, should provide 
the incentive for members of the West Point 
community to be ready for the next big storm, 
and that includes preparing pets as well. 

Preparedness today can make a big 
difference down the line, so update your family 
emergency plan and make sure your emergency 
kit is stocked. 

Learn more about how you can prepare 
for hurricane season at www.ready.gov/
hurricanes.

Hold on to your hats ... 
Hurricane season is here

4th Class Sponsorship Program in need of volunteers
    The 4th Class Sponsorship Program sign up will run through Aug. 13. 
Spread the word far and wide to qualifi ed personnel (Captains and above 
for offi cers, Sergeants 1st Class and above for enlisted, GS-9 and above for 
civilians) to sign up through AMS (https://apps.usma.edu) to offi cially sponsor 
Fourth Class Cadets during their freshman year at the U.S. Military Academy. 
The limit is no more than 10 cadets per person. Unlike the New Cadet Visitation 
Day, the cadets have a chance to select by-name their sponsor of choice from 
Aug. 14-29.  Mutual match-ups will be honored above all other affi liations. 
Sponsor confi rmation letters will be sent out from AMS in time for September 
activities. Thank you again for your continued support.
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New cadets earn a few hours to relax
West Point community members open their homes to the Class of 2017 during New Cadet Visitation Day

New cadets look for their names on a special Class of 2017 T-shirt 
at the home of Col. Russ Lachance, a Department of Chemistry 
and Life Sciences professor, during New Cadet Visitation Day.

Among the treats offered to new cadets at the home 
of Col. Russ Lachance was a plate of USMA-themed 
cookies, baked by a neighbor in the West Point 
community for New Cadet Visitation Day Sunday.

New cadets meet the family members who will offer them some much-needed respite during 
New Cadet Visitation Day Sunday. The West Point community members opened their homes 
for a few hours to allow new cadets to call home, email and catch up on current events.

A new cadet chats with Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth, U.S. Military 
Academy Preparatory School commandant Sunday during 
Cadet Visitation Day.

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

New cadets took a break halfway through 
Cadet Basic Training for a few hours Sunday 
for some well-deserved time off from training. 
Community members volunteer to host cadets 
while the new cadet cadre takes leadership 
responsibilities for the second half of basic 
training. During the cadet visitation day, cadets 
can relax, enjoy snacks and beverages and use 
phones to call home. Community members 
generally request the cadets they want to 
sponsor.

Col. Russ Lachance, Department of 
Chemistry and Life Sciences professor, hosted 
six cadets at his home.

“My son is a new cadet,” Lachance said. “I 
took three from his platoon, two are related to a 
girl we used to sponsor and one is a classmate 
of my daughter’s from high school.

“I found out through Facebook what kind of 
candy, ice cream (and snacks) the cadets liked,” he added.

Lachance said that new cadets enjoy the break in 
training to call home, use computers, talk about how 
things are going so far and relax.

“They spend a lot of time on the phones,” he said.
Cadet Visitation Day is the first time new cadets can 

use a phone.
New cadets talked about what prompted them to come 

to West Point and the Army.
“I wanted to come to West Point, but was medically 

disqualified for the first year that I applied due to an 

asthma attack during my first year in high school,” one 
new cadet said. “Doctors did some research on my lungs 
and it was decided that I didn’t have asthma. The attack I 
had in high school was due to a combination of allergies 
and exercise. I went to Notre Dame during that year.”

The new cadet said he wanted to major in history 
when he first came to West Point, but is now changing 
his mind when he looked into kinesiology.

Another new cadet entered the Citadel for a year, but 
found that he wanted a more rich experience and decided 
to enter West Point.

Lt. Col Stephen Ruth, U.S. Military Academy 

Preparatory School commandant, 
hosted 14 cadets at his home, some 
from Texas.

“I’m from Houston, Texas, and we 
have a great relationship with Class 
of 2007 Michael Eisenlohr’s family 
who is from Dallas and is a company 
commander now,” Ruth said. “His 
family is very close to ours. They have 
been to all my children’s baptisms. 
They send us names of new cadets 
entering West Point from Texas and 
I try to request a few for the Cadet 
Visitation Day.”

A few of  the  new cade t s 
reminisced about ‘R’ Day, when the 
new cadets entered West Point July 1 
and immediately were yelled at, while 
learning to march, salute and respond 
to the cadet cadre for the first time.

“The cadet in the red sash 

didn’t faze me much, but the first 
sergeant did,” a new cadet said. 
“It’s very daunting, he had eyes like 
screwdrivers.”

Another new cadet chimed in 
about meeting the first sergeant for 
the first time.

“I was a bit shaken a little with 
the cadet cadre. But you remember 
what to say until you get to the first 
sergeant,” he said.

With all that behind the new 
cadets, and four years to go, they 
seem determined to succeed and 
look forward to graduation and 
commissioning.

 “When I was about 10 years old, 
my parents began talking to me about 
the military academies,” one new 
cadet said.  “As far as I can remember, 
I wanted to be in the Army.”
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By Sgt. Terysa M. King
U.S. Army Africa Public Affairs

As the human population increases, 
natural resources are rapidly being 
diminished, which puts pressure on energy 
conservation, especially to those living in 
developing countries. In countries where 
locals depend on parks for resources, 
deforestation greatly affects their way 
of life.

In an effort to limit the effects of 
deforestation, five cadets traveled to 
Kasiisi, Uganda, to participate in the 
construction of a Biogas Digester during a 
Renewable Energy mission June 16–July 3 
as part of an ongoing cooperation between 
U.S. Army Africa and USMA. 

“This project is just one example 
of many projects and activities that 
West Point conducts each summer 
in all combatant command areas of 
responsibility,” Chuck Grenchus, Theater 
Security Cooperation Strategy Manager, 
U.S. Army Africa Security Cooperation 
Directorate, said. “For cadet activities to 
be performed on the African continent, 
West Point planners coordinate with 
specific USARAF staff elements including 
the SCD, G3 Current Operations Center 
and U.S. Country Teams in destination 
countries.”

The digester, which uses waste 
and food scraps to create methane for 
cooking and fertilizer, was constructed 
in conjunction with The Kasiisi Project, 
an organization focused on conservation 
education in Kibale National Park. 

Maj.  Adam Brady,  Department 
of  Geography and Environmental 
Engineering instructor, said the interaction 
with Ugandan engineer and construction 
workers on the digester allowed the cadets 
to gain a perspective on construction 
methods in the developing world.

“This project provided an opportunity 
for the cadets to gain an appreciation of the 

local community and the challenges they 
face. In doing so, cadets learned a valuable 
lesson on the importance of understanding 
the culture and resources available to the 
local population in Uganda,” Brady, a 
Missoula, Mont. native, said.

All the cadets felt their involvement 
with the construction of the digester 
provided skills they will need as future 
officers.

Class of 2014 Cadet Ethan Dewart, 
a Barker, N.Y. native, said this mission 
will be critical in future engagements with 
leaders from other militaries.  

“Working on a digester that converts 
waste into energy will be valuable in a 
military focusing more on sustainability 
with limited resources,” Dewart said. 
“There were many customs and ways 
of doing things that varied greatly from 
how we do them. I will remember this 
in the future as I train my Soldiers for 
deployment to foreign countries.”

Class of 2014 Cadet Bonny J. Bradway, 
a Quinton, N.J. native, said building a 
digester helped enhance her understanding 
of engineering and its importance to 
people in a developing country.

“I take away an appreciation for how 
hard the people in Uganda work to do 
simple things that Americans take for 
granted,” Bradway said. “Getting a taste 
of what it is like to haul water daily and 
mix concrete by hand gives me a better 
understanding of how other parts of the 
world function and also makes me think 
twice before wasting water.” 

With the cadets being directly involved 
with primary construction of the digester, 
it allowed them to have a connection to 
the people of Uganda and the continent 
of Africa.

Class of 2015 Cadet Courtland R. 
Adams, a Colorado Springs, Colo. native, 
said traveling to Uganda provided him 
an opportunity to broaden his global 
awareness and deepened his interest in 

Cadets help Uganda renew energy resources

cultural relations.
“While the primary purpose of the trip was to 

learn about renewable energy, I quickly realized 
that understanding Uganda’s culture was equally as 
important. My visit to Uganda offered me valuable 
lessons on what human beings are capable of 
accomplishing with very little,” Adams said. “After 
experiencing such an authentic trip, I now have 
aspirations of becoming a Foreign Area Officer 
where I can continue to learn new languages, 
cultures and ways of life.”

This is the second digester USMA has been 

involved with in the past two years in partnership 
with Green Heat Uganda, a company that supports 
small-scale biogas development in Uganda.

In addition to the lessons learned, this 
mission fostered partnerships between local 
organizations and companies that does not require 
U.S. involvement to flourish, which is the type of 
situation the military should strive for, Brady said. 

“Regardless of the future of our relationship 
with the Kasiisi Project or Green Heat Uganda, 
these two organizations will be connected and 
interact for the foreseeable future,” Brady said. 

Cadets build the pit latrine walls which will help feed the biogas digester. The digester, 
which uses waste and food scraps to create methane for cooking and fertilizer, was 
constructed in conjunction with The Kasiisi Project, an organization focused on 
conservation education in Kibale National Park.               U.S. Army photo by mAj. AdAm brAdy

mike StrASSer/pV

Cadet Basic Training
Regimental Run
The Cadet Basic Training cadre and new cadets ended the 
first half of CBT with a regimental run and awards ceremony 
Sunday. Company E garnered the most awards for the first 
iteration of CBT, having been named best overall company,  
and also best company for the Lambka Challenge. New Cadet  
Grant Manning of Co. E earned the best marksmanship award.  
Afterward, the members of the Class of 2017 enjoyed some rest 
during New Cadet Visitation Day while the cadre relinquished 
responsibilties to the next leadership detail. A Pointer View 
story is available online at www.usma.edu. Photos from this 
event can be found at www.flickr.com/photos/west_point/.
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R-DAY at USMAPS
The U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School Class of 
2014 arrived at USMAPS Tuesday. The Class of 2014 has 
245 new cadet candidates with 58 who have prior military 
service. There are 187 reservists, 208 male and 37 female 
students. There are 67 African-Americans, 51 Hispanics, 
four Native American with seven listed as ‘other.’ 
Ninety-fi ve are recruited athletes. The prep school is an 
avenue of opportunity to a selected group of civilians 
and Soldiers that provides a foundation of academics 
and physical skills to enter the rigorous academics and 
military training of West Point after their graduation. 
Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth, USMAPS commandant, referred 
to this incoming class as the “Vanguard of the USMA 
Class of 2018,” when he briefed the parents of the cadet 
candidates. (Above) The new cadet candidates take their 
oath of allegiance and (left) get their fi rst look at the New 
Cadet Candidate Handbook.
                       photoS by kAthy eAStWood/pV

Cadet Summer 
Training photos 

on

www.fl ickr.com/
photos/west_point
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The West Point Band’s Jazz Knights presented 
“The Music of Billy Joel” during the “Music Under 
the Stars” summer concert series Sunday at West 
Point’s Trophy Point Amphitheater. The performance 
included Billy Joel favorites such as  “Movin’ Out,” 
“New York State of Mind,” and “Tell Her About It.” 
The series continues at 7:30 p.m. this Sunday with 
“Brass and Percussion on the Hudson.”
                     photo by StAff Sgt. ChriSSy ClArk/WeSt point bAnd

Jazz Knights entertain Trophy Point crowd
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Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

New cadets got an early glimpse inside the Indoor 
Obstacle Course Test at Arvin Gymnasium and ran a 
modifi ed version of it during the Lambka Challenge July 19.

The culminating event for the fi rst iteration of Cadet 
Basic Training was a squad-level challenge and the IOCT 
tested their balance, strength and agility on seven obstacles 
they will become familiar with during plebe year.

One of the cadets operating that lane at Arvin said that 
for some plebes the Military Movement course will be the 
hardest class they take this academic year.

Yet, with so many to choose from, it was diffi cult to 
say which event was toughest at the Lambka Challenge. 

The course itself was sprawling—with squads moving 
from Buffalo Soldier Field near Thayer Gate all the way to 
Michie Stadium—against a sweltering heat wave.

New cadets were tested on drill and ceremony, 
communications, combat medical care, USMA and Army  
knowledge and physical fitness. 

The latter was manifested throughout the modified 
combat fitness test at the River Courts where new cadets 
worked together to complete an exhausting series of 
exercises to include tire flip, pull ups and Humvee push. 

This site was named Mission Boston in honor of the 
82nd Airborne Division’s nighttime parachute landing 
into Normandy on D-Day in 1944. Shortly before 10 a.m., 
Class of 2015 Cadet Dan Myers, the 4th Squad leader for 
Company E’s 1st Platoon, was able to congratulate his new 
cadets for securing the best score at this lane.

“This was all them ... doing everything they’ve learned 
this summer so far and they did an excellent job,” he said. 
“I was able to pretty much take a hands-off approach on 
this course, just a navigator and motivator.”

That’s not to say they sailed through the Lambka 
Challenge unscathed.

“The heat today was defi nitely a factor. But we also  got 
caught up on the communications lane and the knowledge 
portion,” Myers said. “We had to climb the stairs at Michie 
because we didn’t remember all our knowledge.”

Everyone had stairs to climb at Michie Stadium, but 
the height and distance of that climb was determined by 
answering questions correctly.

Class of 2015 Cadet Jordan Blanchard, Co. B’s 
3rd Platoon sergeant, tested new cadets on their sexual 
harassment and assault response training at the fi rst of 
three stations. 

“We work on the knowledge and mental aspect during 
CBT, but it’s still a big adjustment for new cadets to be put 
on the spot and have to recall knowledge so quickly,” she 
said. “SHARP training and Professional Military Ethic has 
been drilled into their heads during training and I would 
say a lot of them have it completely down.”

Not long after Myers’ squad fi nished Mission Boston, 
another Co. E squad was able to boast the best score. This 
time, Class of 2015 Cadet Ivan Martinez’s 1st Squad from 
1st Platoon earned bragging rights they hoped to maintain 
at the end of the day.

“I’m proud of my squad for everything they’ve 
accomplished, not only today but from the past three 
weeks,” Martinez said. “They’ve come together as a squad 

and performed well.”
Martinez said the Lambka Challenge was a good 

indicator that new cadets not only retained all they’ve 
learned this fi rst detail of CBT but can perform under 
pressure.

“It’s been a great assessment and I think they all realize 
that, when under pressure, things become more diffi cult so 
it is imperative to train hard and realistically to be ready for 
those stressful situations,” Martinez said.

After fi nishing Mission Boston, the new cadets of 2nd 
Squad, 2nd Platoon, Co. A, retreated to the shade to hydrate 
and cool down. New Cadet Danielle Failor felt elated at the 
fi nish and said having a good squad made all the difference.

“This was super motivating ... luckily we were able to 
help each other out and it was awesome,” she said.

Seeing another squad lumbering up the Ranger Wall 
prompted them to all get up and cheer their comrades to 
completion. Failor said although every squad wants to do 
well for themselves the challenge goes beyond that.

“We’re a team as brothers and sisters in arms here to 
support each,” she said. “We’re all in this together.”

Her squad leader, Class of 2015 Cadet Paul Srein, said 
it’s been rewarding to see the new cadets develop over the 
fi rst detail and succeed when put to the challenge.

“I’ve seen tremendous improvements in the new cadets 
these past few weeks,” Srein said. “They came here on 
R-Day kind of in shock, and a lot of knowledge has been 
put on them. They were overwhelmed but as the days went 
by my squad caught on pretty fast. You see them do the right 
things—here and there you have to make corrections—but 
they’re motivated.”

Lambka Challenge provides the ultimate team-building test for new cadets

Squads must work together to complete modifi ed combat fi tness test at the 
River Courts, otherwise known as Mission Boston, in honor of the 82nd Airborne 
Division’s nighttime parachute landing on D-Day in Normandy. Pictured, a new 
cadet gets some support from squad mates while she climbs the Ranger Wall. 
This was the fi nal obstacle on the course which also included a shuttle run, 
pull ups, Humvee push, tire fl ip, low crawl, litter and buddy carry.

Squads complete seven obstacles at the Indoor Obstacle Course Test inside Arvin Gymnasium during the Lambka 
Challenge. New cadets were timed on the low crawl, tires, vault, shelf climb, balance beam, modifi ed Ranger Wall 
and monkey bars. They’ll get the full version during the academic year when they take the Military Movement course.

(Above) Members of 2nd Squad, 4th Platoon, Company 
D, assemble two ASIP radios and communicate a 9-line 
medical evacuation report at the Communications 
Assessment lane at Buffalo Soldier Field. (Left) A new 
cadet demonstrates the position of Present Arms with 
a rifl e during the drill and ceremony lane at the Lambka 
Challenge. Other members of his squad were tasked 
with marching movements. (Below) Squads entering this 
lane had to read the wet bulb to determine the current 
heat category. Considering the blistering temperatures 
recorded during the Lambka Challenge July 19, this was 
a skill new cadets will fi nd useful throughout summer 
training at West Point. Knowing the heat category 
determines how much time can be spent training and how 
much rest time is required, in addition to knowing water 
consumption. After this task was complete, the squad was 
tested on tactical casualty care by applying a tourniquet 
on a wounded Soldier while maintaining fi re superiority.
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SPORTS

FEATURED EVENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camp Buckner closure during CST
Camp Buckner’s grounds, including its beaches, banks, 

picnic and recreation areas, are closed to all civilians, military 
personnel and their dependents until Saturday and from Aug. 
9-12, unless they are specifically assigned to or supporting Cadet 
Summer Training.  

The boat launch parking lot and Lake Popolopen are open 
only to boaters with a valid boating authorization pass from 
Round Pond.

Lake closures for summer training
During Cadet Summer Training, Popolopen Lake will 

be closed to the community all day Aug. 14 due to chemical 
treatment.

Protestant Women of the Chapel summer events
Starting Wednesday, the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

will host events on Wednesdays and Thursdays through Aug. 
8. Wednesdays are a time for fellowship and play time for the 
children as PWOC offers “Meet Us at the Park” from 10-11:30 
a.m. The upcoming park events are:

• Wednesday, Grey Ghost (Alexander Place);
• Aug. 7, Five Star Inn (Merritt Road);
T h u r s d a y s  i n c l u d e  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  a  c u p  o f 

c o f f e e  d u r i n g  t h e  P W O C ’s  “ S u m m e r  C o f f e e  
House” at the Post Chapel Basement at 7 p.m. There are six coffee 
dates to include Thursday, Aug. 1 and Aug. 8. There is no child 
care available for the coffee house events.

For details, contact wp.pwoc@gmail.com or visit the PWOC 
West Point Facebook page.

A West Point welcome
Join the West Point Women’s Club and the Daughters of 

the United States Army in extending a warm welcome to Mrs. 
Shelly Caslen. 

WPWC and DUSA will host a welcome reception from 
12:30-3:30 p.m. Aug. 1 in the Haig Room (sixth floor) of the 
Jefferson Library. 

Please RSVP by July 30 to WPWCreservations@gmail.com.

ID Card Office midday closure
In order to provide the best customer service, the ID Card 

Office will be closed 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Friday until 
further notice. This closure is due to staff shortages and the 
upcoming furlough. 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

For details, contact Earl D. Vass, personnel processing branch 
chief, at 938-8474.

WPWC Gift Shoppe
The WPWC Gift Shoppe will be open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Aug. 17, 23 and 24. 
The shoppe is located near Washington Road, just north of 

the cemetery in Bldg. 695.

Buffalo Soldiers ceremony
The West Point Chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers is hosting its 

annual event Sept. 1. The celebration kicks off with the dedication 
ceremony at Buffalo Soldiers Rock, near Thayer Gate, from 
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. 

The main event is the luncheon, which will be held from 3-6 
p.m. at Eisenhower Hall. A reception will precede the luncheon 
from 2-3 p.m. at Ike Hall. The guest speaker will be the recently 
retired Col. Kevin B. Owens.

2nd Infantry Division reunion
The 2nd (Indianhead) Infantry Division Association is 

searching for anyone who has ever served in the Army’s 2nd 
Infantry Division at any time for its upcoming reunion.  

For details about the association and its annual reunion in 
Columbus, Ga., from Sept. 17-21, contact Bob Haynes, secretary-
treasurer, at 2idahq@comcast.net or 224-225-1202.

Childcare workers needed
Workers are needed to provide childcare for the Post Chapel 

starting in August. Positions are available for Sunday mornings, 
Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings.  

For details, call 938-8619.

Do not disturb historic properties on post
All West Point personnel and families are reminded that the 

disturbance of any historical remains, rock walls and earthworks 
(historic fortifications) is a violation of Federal Law. 

The Cultural Resources Office asks everyone to help the 
office preserve these historic resources by not playing or climbing 
on them. 

If suspected historic artifacts are inadvertently discovered, 
do not disturb them and contact the Cultural Resources Office 
at 938-5853 or 938-7663 as soon as possible.

EEO Office Volunteer Solicitation
The Equal Employment Opportunity Office is looking for 

individuals who are interested in making a positive impact for 
everyone in the workforce. 

EEO currently has vacancies in three separate volunteer 
programs and is looking for people who would like to participate, 
as well as developing additional skills for their own career 
progression. 

EEO Informal Complaint Counselors assist the EEO Office 
in developing the facts surrounding potential workplace conflicts; 
EEO Mediation Specialists assist the EEO Office in resolving 
workplace conflicts; and EEO Special Emphasis Committee 
Members assist the EEO Office in identifying barriers that hinder 
certain demographic groups from participating fully within 
the workforce and developing and implementing programs to 
eliminate the barriers. 

All EEO volunteer positions are open to current Army 
employees at West Point. 

For details, contact Stephen Jenkins at 938-3052.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, contact diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.
kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are five-day events 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 

Concert Band’s brass and percussion performing 
at Trophy Point

The West Point Band will continue its Music Under the 
Stars series with a performance by the Concert Band’s brass 
and percussion at 7:30 p.m. Sunday at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. This concert is free and open to the public.

The West Point Band’s brass and percussion section has 
selected an exciting program. 

Highlights include “Irish Tune” from County Derry, also 
known as “Oh, Danny Boy,” music from Bizet’s “Carmen” 
and Steve Reich’s “Clapping Music.” Additionally, Staff Sgt. 
Josh Economy, who plays the trumpet, will be featured on 
“Malaguena,” a Latin tune made famous by Stan Kenton. 

The concert will close with a special brass arrangement 
of Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever.”

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 
938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found by following us 
on Facebook, YouTube and Twitter.

Community

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Volkssport Club at West Point walk
Join the Volkssport Club at West Point as it initiates a brand 

new walking trail in New Paltz. On Saturday, walkers are invited 
for a pre-walk breakfast at the registration point, The Bakery, 
13 North Front Street at 8 a.m. Register and walk are from 9 
a.m.-noon and finish by 3 p.m. The walk is free with AVA credit.

The 5km and 10km trails are on paved roads, sidewalks and 
a dirt rail trail. There are some hills not suitable for strollers 
or wheelchairs. The walk goes through downtown New Paltz, 
past original stone houses on “America’s oldest street,” through 
the SUNY campus and provides views of the Shawangunk 
Mountains.

For driving and parking directions, visit www.avaclubs.org/
WestPoint or call Gail Vorbach at 518-731-8607.

services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.mil/
eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Aug 5-9;
• Aug. 19-23;
• Sept. 23-27;
• Oct. 7-11.
Registration is required. Contact the ACAP Office at 938-

0634. 

Army Education Center
John Jay College Master of Public Administration Program 

at West Point is now accepting new students for the 2013-14 
academic year.

For details, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite administrator, at 
446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

FAST Class  
There is a Functional Academic Skills Training Class set for 

12:30-4:30 p.m. Aug. 21-Sept. 11 at the West Point Education 
Center.

FAST is an on-duty instruction to improve Soldiers’ 
job performance, meet re-enlistment eligibility or MOS 
reclassification.

A Test of Adult Basic Education is mandatory for all FAST 
Class participants. 

The tests are available Aug. 6, 15 and 19. Contact Nancy Judd 
or Neil Sakumoto for a memo and to schedule a diagnostic TABE.

The class can also help Soldiers improve their General 
Technical scores.

For details, call 938-3464/5389 or email nancy.judd@usma.
edu or neil.sakumoto@usma.edu.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

Bowling Center lanes closure
Due to equipment upgrades, the West Point Bowling Center 

lanes will be closed through Saturday. 
The snack bar will remain open during this time. 
For details, contact the Bowling Center at 938-2140. Sorry 

for the inconvenience.

Summer hours for West Point Arts and Crafts Shop
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop will have adjusted hours 

for the summer through Sept. 2. Summer hours will be: 
• Monday—by appointment;
• Tuesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Wednesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Thursday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Friday—by appointment;  
• Saturday and Sunday—closed. 
The Arts and Crafts Shop will still be available for group 

events and birthday parties in the evenings and Saturdays. Call 
to schedule at least two weeks in advance. 

The shop will be taking its show on the road every Friday 
in July.  

For a schedule of classes and locations, visit westpointmwr.
com/art. For details, call 938-4812.

 
Community Fair  

The 2013 West Point Community Fair will be held from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Aug. 8 at Eisenhower Hall Ballroom.

Join FMWR for the opportunity to meet with representatives 
from community agencies, organizations and local businesses. 

Representatives may provide food samples, display products, 
offer activities, discount coupons or conduct raffl es for prizes. 

For details, call 938-3487 or email monica.orecchio@usma.
edu.

Arts and Crafts Shop hot summer savings 
The Arts and Crafts Shop is offering savings during July by 

celebrating America by bringing in any photo, poster or print with 
an American fl ag in it and receive 15 percent off your entire order. 

In August, all crescent and artique matboards are 15 percent 
off. 

The shop offers a full-service professional frame shop for all 
of your custom framing needs. 

There are hundreds of frames to choose from to fi t your style 
and budget. For details, call 938-4812. 

WEST POINT FMWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

Choose Your Own Kennel Special
Owners can choose a stay of four consecutive nights and pay 

for only three with Morgan Farm in July.  
Mention the “pick your dates discount” at the time of 

reservation and receive the one night off discount.  
For details, call 938-3926.

ONGOING

West Point Post Library Summer Reading Program
The summer reading program at the West Point Post Library  

will run through Aug. 3.
The program is open to all West Point community children 

ages 3-12. 
To register, visit the library at Bldg. 622 or call 938-2974.

Wee Ones Open Play Group summer hours
The Wee Ones Open Play Group is scheduled for 10:30-11:30 

a.m. every Monday during the summer. 
Wee Ones is open to parents with newborns to age 4 and 

meets at the Lee Area CDC at Buckner Loop.
For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 

manager, at 938-3369.

Teen Summer Boat Ride
All teens entering ninth grade at O’Neill High School this fall 

can join the CYSS Middle School Teen Center for a boat ride to 
meet fellow classmates. 

The boat leaves West Point’s South Dock at 1:30 p.m. Enjoy 
a cruise on the Hudson from 2-4 p.m. Aug. 28. 

Admission is one two-liter bottle of soda or a bag of chips 
and your signed permission slip available at the Youth Center. 

For details, call 938-2092/0829.

Part-day Preschool Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Part-day Preschool Program for children ages 3 years 
and older.  

Programs will be offered 9 a.m.-noon Monday/Wednesday/
Friday or Tuesday and Thursday or Monday-Friday. 

For details, contact Parent Central to enroll in this program 
at 983-0939/4458. Fees are based on total family income.

Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program for children attending 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2013.  

The program will be offered 8:30-11:30 a.m. Monday-Friday. 
For details or enrollment, contact Parent Central at 938-

0939/4458. Fees are based on total family income.

FOR THE ADULTS

Two-Person Team Championship Golf Outing
A two-person team championship Golf Outing will be a two-

day event held Saturday-Sunday at the West Point Golf Course. 
This is a 36-hole, six holes scramble, six holes best ball and 

six holes alternate shot competition. 
Fee includes prize fund and dinner on Sunday. 
For details, call 938-2435.

Arts and Crafts Shop presents Creation Station
The Creation Station is a summer craft program held at Round 

Pond Recreation Area from 10 a.m.-noon and 1-3 p.m. every 
Friday through Aug. 2. 

There will be several craft stations to choose from, so visit 
one or visit them all. 

Also try one of the shop’s July classes. Ceramic painting 
classes will be held from 1-3 p.m. Thursday, July 18 and 25.

To pre-register or for details, call 938-4812.

Employment Readiness Program workshops
Army Community Service is offering an Employment 

Readiness Program workshop called “Hire Heroes,” which 
is a two-day career workshop from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Wednesday. 

The workshop is for active duty, Reserve veterans and 
military spouses. Breakfast and lunch are provided. The workshop 
is free. During this workshop, you will develop a résumé with 
one-on-one assistance, develop interviewing skills and participate 
in mock interviews. 

For details or to register, visit www.westpointmwr.com/acs/
employment_readiness.htm or call 938-5658.

Thinking about retiring?  
Civilian employees at West Point—Do you need help 

understanding your retirement options or assistance with 
completing your retirement paperwork?

Gayle Colacicco has more than 16 years experience with 
retirement counseling and conducting retirement seminars.  

If you would like to schedule a free appointment, email 
Colacicco at gaylec2013@gmail.com.

Is your car ready for the warm weather?
Stop by the West Point Auto Shop and schedule your 

appointment for coolant flushes, A/C charging or repair, 
alignments, brakes and oil changes.  

The shop is here to service all of your automotive needs.  
For details, call 938-2074 or stop by the West Point Auto 

Shop located behind the Post Offi ce.

FMWR Fitness Center Co-op
The FMWR Fitness Center Co-op is dedicated to helping 

parents who want to get fi t, but who fi nd it diffi cult with an infant 
or toddler. How does it work? You volunteer for shifts looking 
after children at the co-op (conveniently located at the FMWR 
Fitness Center). In return, you get to drop your kids off at the 
co-op and exercise in peace and quiet.

The co-op runs between 8:45-11:15 a.m. Monday-Friday 
and is open for children from 6 weeks to 5 years old who are 
registered with the CDC. 

Every shift has at least two-to-three parents volunteering at 
a time, so you’re never on your own. 

The next session starts in late August and runs for 10 weeks. 
Sign up is scheduled for mid-August. 

For details, email jonijimstar@yahoo.com or msurry@
hotmail.com.

USMA Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through Aug. 1
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of July 25-Aug. 1
Channels 8/23

Female-Only Softball All-Star Game
The FMWR Sports Offi ce is requesting information from all 

teams to see if there is enough interest in having a female-only 
all-star softball game.

At a minimum, there will be a need for 24-to-30 players.
The game would be played prior to the West Point Softball 

League Championship, sometime during the fi rst couple of weeks 
of August, possibly Aug. 8. Jim McGuinness will select two team 
player/coaches for each squad.

If interested, contact McGuinness at 938-3066 or email Jim.
McGuinness@usma.edu.
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West Point Schools receive educational partnership award

Congressman Sanford D. Bishop Jr. presents the Military Child Education Coalition’s Pete Taylor Partnership 
of Excellence Exemplary Partnership Award to James I. O’Neill High School Guidance Counselor Pattie 
Lofaro, Student 2 Student youth representatives, West Point Garrison Commander Col. Dane Rideout, 
West Point School Liaison Offi cer Michi Carl, Superintendent NY/VA/PR DDESS Michael Gould, James I. 
O’Neill HS Social Worker Chuck Giardina and IMCOM Commander Lt. Gen. Michael Ferriter at the MCEC 
National Training Seminar July 9 in National Harbor, Md.                               CoUrteSy photo 

Friday—The Internship, PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Man of Steel, 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Aug. 2—The Man of Steel, PG-
13, 7:30 p.m.
Aug. 3—Epic- 3D, PG, 7:30 p.m.
( F o r  m o v i e  d e t a i l s ,  v i s i t  w w w .
shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/
Movie-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

• July Bal-4 Safety Coloring Contest—Coloring 
pages can be picked up at 132 Bartlett Loop, at a LifeWorks 
event or check BBC’s website under events. 

Simply color the page, be creative and submit your entry 
no later than Monday. 

Winners will be chosen by age and prizes awarded. 

• Healthy Breakfast on the Go!—Hope you are 
hungry because we want to start your day right with a Healthy 
Breakfast on the Go. 

Drive by 132 Bartlett Loop between 7:30-9 a.m. Tuesday 
for a free bagged breakfast brought to your car window.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Submitted by West Point Schools 

The West Point community was recognized July 9 for its 
educational partnerships with West Point Elementary School, 
West Point Middle School and James I. O’Neill High School.

During the recent Military Child Education Coalition 
National Training Seminar in National Harbor, Md., West Point 
was recognized with the Pete Taylor Partnership of Excellence 
Exemplary Partnership Award. 

This annual award encourages and applauds the outstanding 
partnerships formed between military installations and school 
districts that serve military children. 

Award winners are selected from schools and military 
installations around the world by MCEC, a non-profi t organization 
dedicated to addressing the transition and educational issues 
affecting the highly mobile military child.

West Point community representatives on hand to accept 
the award included West Point Garrison Commander Col. 
Dane Rideout, West Point School Liaison Offi cer Michi Carl, 
Superintendent NY/VA/PR DDESS Michael Gould, James I. 
O’Neill High School Guidance Counselor Pattie Lofaro and 
James I. O’Neill High School Social Worker Chuck Giardina.

While informal inclusion of West Point personnel into school 
activities has been going on for decades, the Partners in Education 
program took on a more formal structure when the West Point 
Band formally partnered with the West Point Elementary 
School and West Point Middle School, while the Directorate of 
Emergency Services and Military Police Company expressed 
interest in partnering with James I. O’Neill High School. 

West Point has initiated numerous high-caliber partnerships 
that directly refl ect the dedication of the teachers, Soldiers, 
professors, civilians and administrators who strive to make 
a difference and enrich the educational experiences of local 
students. 

Partner relationships and activities focus on ensuring quality 
educational opportunities, easing transition, STEM education, 
cultural immersion, mentorship and role modeling. Partners 
include elements from the Corps of Cadets, Offi ce of the Dean, 
U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School, Garrison and the 
Offi ce of the Directorate of Intercollegiate Athletics.

The academy’s mission to educate, train and inspire the 
Corps of Cadets so that each graduate is a commissioned leader 
of character extends to the local students, schools and districts.  
The partnerships cultivated at West Point are without a doubt 
partnerships in learning. 

The support and encouragement of leaders at every level was 
instrumental in the success and sustainability of the West Point 
partnership in education program.

The Pete Taylor Partnership of Excellence Award was created 
in 2004 to recognize the work of former MCEC Chairman retired 
Lt. Gen. Pete Taylor in assisting the highly mobile military child. 
The award is designed to foster the sharing of lessons learned 
and to recognize Taylor’s long-held belief that “goodness starts 
at the local level.”

As part of that recognition, the Military Child Education 
Coalition awarded $3,000 to sustain, improve or expand local 
educational partnerships.
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West Point Summer 
Softball League 

Standings
STANDINGS        W   -   L
1. ODIA 1       22   -   1
2. MEDDAC 1          21   -   4
3. MPs       18   -   5  
3. ODIA 2       18   -   5
5. SE/CME       14   -  11
6. EECS/CLS/DPE      12   -  11
7. SOC/HIS       11  -  11
8. MATH       12   -  13
9. DPW       10   -  12
10. DMI       12   -  14
11. SCPME       11  -  14
12. BAND/NEC         6   -  15
13. WTU         6   -  21
14. MEDDAC 2        1   -  17
15. BTD         4   -  24
Standings are through Tuesday. 
Playoffs begin Aug. 5.
Monday and Tuesday games were 
cancelled due to weather.

         sPorts

New website to better serve fans attending football games

(Above) Office of the Directorate of Intercollegiate 
Athletics #1’s right-center fielder Alex Tragutt rips 
a base hit during ODIA #1’s 5-4 win over ODIA #2 
at the FMWR Softball Complex July 17. ODIA #1 
overcame a 4-0 deficit in the last two innings to 
rally to victory. (Left) ODIA #2 pitcher Reynold 
Arredondo pitched two strong games July 18 to 
help his squad beat the Warrior Transition Unit, 
11-1, and MEDDAC #2, 14-3. ODIA #2 is now in a 
tie for third place with the MPs.      
    photoS by mAdy SAlVAni/Army AthletiC CommUniCAtionS

By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

A new website has been launched to better 
serve fans attending football games at West 
Point, Army Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan 
announced.

ARMYgameday.com is now live and will 
serve as a hub of information for those visiting 
historic Michie Stadium.

At the new site, which was designed by 
CBS Interactive, fans will be able to access 
information on schedules, tickets, directions, 
parking and policies.

In addition, historical information, video 
features, Army football gear and much more 
will be offered.

To access the new site, visit www.
ARMYgameday.com. 

The Black Knights begin their 124th season 
at Michie Stadium Aug. 30 versus Morgan State. 
Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 

Army also hosts games versus Stanford 
(Sept. 14), Wake Forest (Sept. 21), Eastern 
Michigan (Oct. 12) and Western Kentucky 
(Nov. 9).

Season, mini-plan, group and individual 
tickets are on sale now. 

Fans can purchase tickets online at 
goARMYsports.com/tickets, by calling 
1-877-TIX-ARMY or by visiting the Army 
Athletic Ticket Office located near Gate 3 of 
Michie Stadium.

ARMYgameday.com is now live and will allow fans to be able to access information on schedules, tickets, directions, 
parking and policies. In addition, historical information, video features, Army football gear and much more will be offered.
                       tommy gilligAn (file photo)


