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ARMY BASEBALL TO FACE 
VIRGINIA AT 1 P.M. FRIDAY

On Monday, it was announced that Army 
baseball will travel to Virginia to play in the 
Charlottesville Regional. Army’s fi rst game is 
against host Virginia at 1 p.m. Friday. For ticket 
details, call 1-877-TIX-ARMY.
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Next stop: Cadet Summer Training 

DA furlough notices coming this week

Cadets pile into trucks to head for Camp Buckner for Cadet 
Leadership Development Training Tuesday. The cadets will 
spend about 19 days in training to better prepare them for what 
they are likely to face as leaders in the field in today’s Army.          
        Kathy Eastwood/PV

Cadets from the Class of 2014 and Class of 2015 await their turn to head out for Camp Buckner for Cadet Leadership Development Training Tuesday. With the 
U.S. Military Academy Graduation and class schedule now in the rear view, the cadets now look toward summer training opportunities.             

By the Civilian Personnel Advisory Center

Furlough proposal notices will be delivered 
within the next week to all Department of the Army 
appropriated fund civilians working at West Point. 

Since each command is providing the notices to its  
respective organizations, affected employees will not 
receive them on the same day, but all are expected to 
be sent in person or through regular and certified mail 
no later than Wednesday.

The furlough proposal notices will contain the 
official notification of the length and time that the 
furloughs will occur. 

Employees will also have 14 calendar days from 
the date the notice is received to respond with a request 
for exception to the furlough, clarifying personal or 
professional justification. 

Specific guidance on how an employee may request 
an exception or a reduction in the hours furloughed will 
be provided in the notice.

Decision letters from reply officials must be issued 
to affected employees by July 5 and furlough procedures 

will be activated no earlier than July 8.
Some exceptions from the furlough have already 

been approved at this time, to include non-appropriated 
fund employees; Sexual Harassment and Sexual Assault 
managers and specialists; and childcare workers (AF).  
Others may also be included.  

Each organization within the Army and at West 
Point—including the Garrison, U.S. Military Academy, 
Keller Army Community Hospital and others—has 
established furlough plans that fit their mission. 

Some organizations will be closing one day a week. 
Other organizations will remain open for the entire week 
but will have reduced staffing while some employees 
are in furlough status. 

There are other organizations with employees who 
may be furloughed more than eight hours a week. 
These arrangements have been carefully negotiated 
with management and the local union representatives.

Employees may continue to ask questions and obtain 
additional information by emailing FurloughQA2013@
usma.edu, or call Carol McQuinn, CPAC human 
resources officer, at 938-3943.
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By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

More than one thousand hats flew into the air at 
Michie Stadium May 25 and jubilation followed 
for the U.S. Military Academy’s Class of 2013. 

For West Point’s 215th graduating class and the Army’s 
newest group of second lieutenants, this was, as Secretary of 
Defense Chuck Hagel described it in his commencement address, 
“an important and historic occasion.” 

“Like every man and woman who has stepped forward 
to serve in uniform, you made a courageous decision to offer 
yourself for a very purposeful life,” Hagel said. “This institution 
has educated, trained and inspired you to help shoulder the weight 
in defense of our nation.” 

Hagel, who served in the 9th Infantry Division during the 
Vietnam War, said his time in the Army shaped him forever. 
Though tactics, training and technology have changed over 
time, he said the basic principles of soldiering and leadership 
is constant.

“Character and courage are still the indispensible requisites 
of both life and leadership,” Hagel said. “In Vietnam, I learned 
that combat is a furnace that can consume you or it can forge 
you into something better and stronger than you were before. 
But it requires leaders who help bring out the best in all of us.”

Hagel said the military is entering a time of historic 
transformation which will call for greater leadership and 
engagement.

“The only thing we can predict is that wars are unpredictable 
and they remain a fundamentally human endeavor,” Hagel said. 
“These great uncertainties have implications for the kinds of 
thinkers and leaders the Army and America will need you to be.”

Among the 1,007 graduates ready to take on this mantle of 
leadership was 2nd Lt. Bryan Robbins. 

“It’s a lifetime dream come true,” Robbins said. “I’ve wanted 

to graduate from West Point since I was little and finally being 
able to not only fulfill a lifelong goal but it shows that if you 
keep pushing yourself through the hard times and the good times 
you can do anything.” 

It’s the people he’s met along the way that helped him achieve 
this goal. 

“All the friends that I’ve made and the mentors I’ve gained 
have made all the difference for me,” Robbins said. 

The greatest impact, he said, came from the tactical officers 
and noncommissioned officers that oversee the Corps of Cadets 
during their 47 months at the academy. 

“Being a military brat, I grew up around officers from all the 
different services so that was nothing new to me at West Point,” 
Robbins said. “But interacting daily with our TACs and the 
Garrison NCOs and the other units who helped during summer 
training has been the most rewarding experience for me. It taught 
me what they expect to see from us as leaders, and then I had to 
work toward those expectations.” 

Another experience Robbins will not soon forget was being 
a member of the West Point Paintball Club. He rose the ranks of 
leadership positions, eventually overseeing the entire operation 
of the biannual Combat Classic. Being responsible for the safety 
and satisfaction of hundreds of demanding paintball fans is no 
easy task, but one Robbins—and the rest of the club, for that 
matter—embraces for the unique opportunities it presents. 

“The Paintball Club has definitely been one of the most 
challenging and rewarding experiences I’ve had,” Robbins said. 
“It taught me a lot about operational capacity and the importance 
of logistics and teamwork. And the camaraderie among the club 
members all four years has been amazing.” 

As much as he’ll miss his teammates, he looks forward to 
opportunities to reunite with some of the former members currently 
serving in the Army and maybe returning to West Point one day 
to see how the younger members are faring. 

“It’s kind of been a brotherhood within a brotherhood,” he said. 

After the ceremony concluded, Robbins returned to the Plain 
where just the day before the Class of 2013 conducted its final 
parade. At the Superintendent’s Box, his father and grandfather—
both retired Army—read the oath of office and commissioning 
orders. Robbins’ mother and grandmother placed the second 
lieutenant rank on his shoulder boards. 

“There’s a lot of family history involved with the bar 
pinning,” Robbins said. “The greatest feeling I’m having right 
now is the excitement of finally being able to go out there and 
lead troops. Now I can really prove that I can do that, not only 
to myself but my family and friends.” 

In the days leading up to graduation, Second Lt. Kevan 
O’Rear said the realization he would be leaving West Point hadn’t 
quite sunk, especially given the flurry of activities keeping those 
thoughts at bay. Receptions, banquets, awards ceremonies and 
parades mark the buildup of Graduation Week at West Point 
before the commencement ceremony. 

Still, he said he was excited and ready to take the oath and 
receive his second lieutenant bars and begin to “do what I’ve 
been training and studying to do these past four years.” 

O’Rear, a Portuguese and human geography major, 
commissioned as a Military Intelligence second lieutenant and 
will be stationed at Fort Campbell, Ky. 

“I’m going to remember most of all the friends I’ve made 
and all the time we’ve spent together,” he said. 

Second Lt. Timothy Berry, the class president, addressed 
his classmates May 24 during their last evening meal at the 
cavernous, elegant dining hall at Washington Hall among 
hundreds of family members and guests. 

“But before we depart, we must remember one lesson that 
can never leave us,” Berry said. “We didn’t learn it from a field 
exercise at Buckner or a classroom in Thayer or Bartlett Hall. 
The greatest lesson we learned from one another is ‘cooperate 
to graduate.’ These words brought us here today.” 

(Editor’s Note: See pages 8-9 for more graduation photos.)

Class of 2013 enters profession of arms
U.S. Military Academy Class of 2013 graduates take the oath of office during their commissioning ceremony May 25 at Michie Stadium.                                Eric BartElt/PV
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All in the Family: ‘13 Grads continue tradition
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Two newly commissioned second lieutenants, Cory Trainor 
and Benjamin (Ben) Jebb, entered West Point in 2009, along with 
1,295 other recruits for Reception Day, to eventually become two 
of 1,007 new members of the Long Gray Line. 

Although Trainor and Jebb were new recruits, they were 
familiar with the military and West Point. Both are children of 
parents who are West Point graduates and senior leaders. 

Trainor’s parents are Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor, Dean of the 
Academic Board, and retired Col. Donna Brazil, Class of 1983 
and former academy professor and director of the psychology 
program. 

West Point has become a family tradition in the Trainor 
family. Cory’s brother Daniel is a member of the Class of 2015 
at West Point and another brother Zach will enter USMAPS this 
summer as a cadet candidate.

Second Lt. Trainor had a glimpse of military life and 
leadership as the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
commander at James I. O’Neill High School in Highland Falls.

“I have grown up around the military,” Cory said. “I wasn’t 
sure exactly what I was going to do with it, but my parents were 
supportive of whatever I wanted to do.”

Cory said just by being here and seeing what her parents did 
helped in her decision to join the Corps of Cadets, and growing 
up in a military family and around military people, she sees the 
Army as one big family.

“We moved every two or three years, so you have to leave 
friends,” she said. “But you get to meet new friends.”

In high school, Cory excelled in just about everything she 
did. She maintained a 3.96 grade point average and graduated 
third in her class. 

She played on the soccer, basketball and lacrosse teams and 
was a member of the honor society, youth in government program, 
JROTC and school newspaper. 

Cory, a systems engineering major who branched into the 
Army Corps of Engineers, enjoyed her time at West Point among 

family and friends she made here and instructors who impressed 
her along the way.

“This past summer I worked with Maj. Nicole Ussery, the 
Company C-2 tactical officer, during Cadet Basic Training 
detail,” Cory said. “She taught me a lot about how to work with 
people. 

Ussery has a husband in the military and children and just 
knew how to balance military and family life. She was very 
impressive and gave me a lot of good guidance.”

Cory will spend part of the summer traveling to Oregon with 
friends and then to Arizona to see the Grand Canyon and see 
family and friends.

“I’m going to be gone for a long time, so I want to see 
everybody,” Cory added.

Cory will be heading to Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., in July for 
five months of the Basic Officer Leadership Course, and then to 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

Brig. Gen. Trainor said, as a parent, he is proud of all of his 
children and all the young men and women who came to the 
academy.

“We are honored to serve with all cadets who have chosen to 
serve their country in a time of war,” Trainor said.

Ben’s parents, Col. Cindy Jebb is a professor and department 
head of the Department of Social Sciences and retired Maj. 
Joel Jebb teaches English at USMAPS. Both are Class of 1982 
graduates who married three days after graduation.

“My parents encouraged me to branch out to see what was out 
there,” Ben said. “Plebe year was not so good, but the highlight 
of my past four years here has been being on the football team.”

Ben graduated from Cornwall Central High School in 2009. 
He enjoyed playing football and was captain of the team in his 
senior year for the “Cornwall Dragons.”  He was also recruited to 
play football at several colleges, including Navy and West Point.

Ben, a comparative politics major who branched into Infantry, 
said there were several people who inspired him along the way.

“I took summer school between my plebe and yuk year,” he 
said. “Maj. Tim Knoth was my philosophy teacher then and he 
really kind of changed the way I think about the world and a lot 

of other things.”
  Dr. Benjamin Mitchell, 

w h o  t a u g h t  p o l i t i c a l 
philosophies and ideas, and 
Maj. Jordan Becker, who 
taught politics of Sub-Saharan 
Africa, are two other favorites. 

“The two officers were 
both infantry, which inspired 
me to look to the Infantry 

Class of 2013 Cadet Cory Trainor receives congratulations from a tactical 
noncommissioned officer upon receving her diploma May 25.      Eric BartElt/PV

branch,” Ben said. “It was encouraging to see the Infantry officers 
were very down to earth, very cool people and, at the same time, 
very professional and good at their jobs. Dr. Mitchell and his class 
was probably the most favorite class I ever took.”

Joel Jebb said he is very proud of the choice Ben made in 
attending West Point.

“I really insisted he look at many different schools,” Joel said. 
“We visited a dozen schools and he was a good sport about it. 
One day he just sat us down and said West Point was for him and 
I think that was the best decision he could make. I can’t believe 
how much he has grown in the past four years.”

Ben will be heading to Fort Benning, Ga., in late July for his 
BOLC and then off to Fort Lewis, Wash.

“I have three weddings to go to this summer before I leave 
and I want to spend time with my brother and sister. I don’t get 
to spend a lot of time with them,” Ben concluded.

Class of 2013 Cadet Benjamin Jebb entered West 
Point in 2009 with nearly 1,300 recruits. He graduated 
May 25 as an Infantry second lieutenant. 
                                                             Kathy Eastwood/PV
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Story and photo by JoAnne Castagna
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District

“When our Soldiers are performing combat operations in 
villages and cities in Iraq and Afghanistan with complicated 
terrain, such as Baghdad and Fallujah, they’re in areas that are 
familiar to the enemy, but not to them,” Alec Lazore, range 
operations offi cer at the U.S. Military Academy and retired 
fi rst sergeant, said. “Training our Soldiers to maneuver in this 
unknown environment is important for them to sustain the fi ght, 
defeat the enemy and for their own survival.” 

Lazore knows this from personal experience having fought 
in Afghanistan and Iraq.

It’s because of this that Lazore supports the construction of 
West Point’s fi rst Urban Assault Course by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, New York District. Army Corps contractor Doyle 
Contracting of Pearl River, N.Y., is performing the work.

An Urban Assault Course is a series of training stations 
designed to increase the knowledge of combat in an urban 
environment. The cadets will work through stations on the course, 
which show the different urban settings they may encounter in 
combat. The course trains Soldiers, squads and platoons on tasks 
necessary to operate within a built-up urban area.

West Point’s Urban Assault Course will cover more than 11 
acres of property and include fi ve stations that are interconnected 
by roadways. The stations will include simple wood structures 
to simulate buildings, a large scale fi ring range, an underground 
tunnel system, an ammunition breakdown pad and support 
facilities.

Tim Pillsworth, project engineer for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, New York District, said, “The Urban Assault Course 
is benefi cial for the Soldiers because it is training them to fi ght 

like they are fi ghting right now. They are fi ghting in an urban 
environment with tight roadways and buildings that they’re 
defending and attacking. It makes it as real world as you can get.”

Construction of the Urban Assault Course will be completed 
this summer—six months ahead of schedule—making the 
complex available to cadets and Soldiers for summer training.

The Urban Assault Course at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point will help provide basic 
level training to individual Soldiers, squads and 
platoons for building and room clearing. The project 
includes construction of simple wood structures 
to simulate buildings, a large scale fi ring range, 
an underground tunnel system as well as support 
facilities and roads. 

Army Engineers support cadet training

Each year, a wreath is placed on Battle Monument at West Point’s Trophy Point on Memorial Day to honor 
the nation’s veterans. The West Point Band was proud to support the event led by the West Point garrison 
commander, Col. Dane Rideout.                                                                  Photo By staFF sGt. chrissy clarK/UsMa Band

Veterans honored at Memorial Day wreath laying

We’ve got all the acronyms 
covered this summer:

     CLDT...SLE...CFT...CBT
       If we’re missing any, call us at 938-2015.

We’ve got all the acronyms 
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Staff Reports

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond 
Odierno has had many opportunities to speak 
with the Class of 2013 over the course of the 
cadets’ 47 months at West Point. 

His final address to them was delivered 
the night before graduation, during a banquet 
at Washington Hall May 24.

Odierno said that as deployments dwindle 
and the drawdown continues, cadets may be 
concerned about not having an opportunity to 
lead in combat. 

“I wish, in fact, that was not the case, that 
you would not have to go to war,” Odierno 
said. “Training for the next conflict will be 
your responsibility.”

He said his own graduating West Point 
class had similar concerns in 1976. Following 
the end of the Vietnam War, the Army 
transitioned from a draft to an all-volunteer 
force and the nation struggled with inflation 
and unemployment. 

That class produced 33 general officers 
among its 855 graduates, he said, and through 

military deployments like Operation Just 
Cause in Panama, they renewed the trust of 
the American people.

Odierno spoke of the Class of 1915 which 
produced 59 general officers among its 164 
graduates. Generals Eisenhower and Bradley 
did not lead troops in World War I, but had 
leadership opportunities that would prepare 
them to take command during World War 
II. Odierno said they were shaping Middle 
Eastern policy and improving recruiting 
efforts. 

As for the Class of 2013, Odierno said 
most of these cadets were only 10 when the 
events of Sept. 11, 2001 forever changed the 
world. Given that less than 1 percent of the 
American population choose to serve in the 
armed forces makes each of them special, 
he said.

After they exchange their cadet gray for 
Army blue, Odierno asked the Class of 2013 
cadets to embrace the profession of arms in 
which they will enter after graduation. 

“Class of 2013, make your mark on 
history,” Odierno said.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond Odierno addresses the Class of 2013 at 
the Graduation Banquet May 24 inside Washington Hall. 
                                                                                     Photos By John PEllino/dPtMs

Odierno addresses 
USMA Class of 2013

Class of 2013 cadets, USMA faculty and staff and invited guests sing the “Alma 
Mater” during the Graduation Banquet at Washington Hall May 24.

Class of 2013 members of the Cadet Glee Club make their final singing performance 
at the Graduation Banquet at Washington Hall May 24. 

The Night before Graduation
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The Class Goat, Christopher Nguyen, celebrates after receiving his diploma and a bag full of money 
during the U.S. Military Academy Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony May 25.
               TOMMY GILLIGAN/USMA PAO

Class of 2013 cadets toss their hats in the air on the command of “Class dismissed” following the Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony at 
Michie Stadium May 25.              TOMMY GILLIGAN/USMA PAO

THIS IS THE 
CLASS OF 2013

► 1,007 cadets graduated and commissioned 
in the Class of 2013 on May 25, representing 
approximately 78 percent of those who entered 
the academy four years ago.

► All but two from the graduating class 
commissioned as Army second lieutenants. 
There was one commissioning in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and one in the U.S. Navy.

► The Class of 2013 has 85 cadets who are the 
sons or daughters of West Point graduates. Ten 
of these have parents who are both graduates.

► The Class of 2013 graduated 14 foreign 
cadets, representing Colombia, Georgia, 
Honduras, Latvia, Lebanon, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Romania, 
Slovenia, Taiwan, Thailand and Tunisia.

► The highest cumulative Academic Quality 
Point Average (Valedictorian) and highest 
cumulative Physical Program Score was 
earned by Cadet Adam Leemans, the brigade’s 
energy and environmental offi cer.

► The highest cumulative Military Program 
Score was earned by Cadet Bill Owens, the 
brigade’s command sergeant major.

► 14 cadets earned scholarships, to include 
Rhodes Scholarships, Fulbright Scholarships 
and Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarships.

► 40 members of the Class of 2013 earned the 
recognition as honor graduates, which reflects 
overall excellence in cadet performance— 
academic, military and physical.

► There were 54 recipients in the Class of 2013 
for the Superintendent’s Award for Excellence 
(cadets in the top 5 percent of the class based 
on the Cadet Award Score). There are 156 
Superintendent’s Award for Achievement 
recipients and 143 Gold Star recipients (cadets 
who achieve an Academic Grade Point Average 
of 3.67 or higher).

► The Class of 2013 has cadets graduating 
from all 50 states, with the top four being 
California, Texas, New York and Virginia.

► This is the U.S. Academy’s 215th graduating 
class and the 34th class to graduate women. 

► This year’s graduating class has 343 
(35 percent) graduates who committed to 
additional service obligations, allowing them 
to secure their branch of choice, their initial 
permanent duty station, or the guaranteed 
option to attend a fully-funded, full-time 
graduate degree program.

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

There are many traditions associated 
with West Point graduations leading up to the 
hat toss. Cadets who received distinction in 
academics or sports will enter the stage fi rst 
and then are called in alphabetical order by 
regiment.  Cheers ring loud and clear when the 
goat, or the cadet with the lowest grade point 
average, walks on stage to receive his or her 
diploma, who then waves to the crowd with a 
sack in his hand holding one dollar donated by 
each cadet. Once the First Captain of Cadets 
yells “Class dismissed,” the class will toss its  
hats in the air and children will make a running 
dash to capture one of the hats.

The traditions do not stop there. Beginning 
in the late 1990s, the 50-year affi liation class, 
the class that graduated 50 years before the 
current class, presents each cadet with his or 
her second lieutenant bars after each receive 
his or her diplomas engraved with the year of 
the affi liation class and the year of the current 
graduation class. 

This year, ‘63-‘13 was engraved on the 
back of the second lieutenant bars.

Following graduation, cadets will change 
into their Army Service Uniform for the fi rst 
time to attend their bar pinning ceremony.

Most of the ceremonies take place around 
West Point with friends, family, favorite 
instructors or tactical offi cers who will give 
the oath and place the second lieutenant bars 
on their shoulders.

Second Lt. Tyler Sutherland was still a 
little shell shocked while having his shoulder 
boards placed May 25 at Cullum Hall.

“It still hasn’t hit me yet,” Sutherland said. 
“But I believe I am very blessed.”

Sutherland branched Engineering Corps 
and will be headed to Fort Riley, Kan., as his 
fi rst duty station, a little more than 300 miles 
from his hometown of Liberal, Kan.

Sutherland’s sponsor for the bar pinning 
ceremony was retired Lt. Col. David Jones 
of the Simon Center for the Professional 
Military Ethic.

“We met Sutherland his yearling year, 
through another cadet we sponsored, and we 
became his sponsor,” Jones said. “He has been 
involved with our family, for cooking lessons, 
accompanying us at Army sporting events  and 
other events including the Super Bowl, march 
backs and summer assignments as platoon 
sergeant at Cadet Basic Training. 

“We have t ruly  enjoyed shar ing 
Sutherland’s West Point experience. We have 
gained as much being his sponsor as he has 
from us,” he added.

Jones said the best part of graduation was 
the bar pinning.

“As for the oath ceremony and bar pinning, 
this is my favorite part of the day, and certainly 
the most important part of the day,” Jones said. 
“It isn’t the hat toss, but the commissioning 
portion that takes center stage. This is all 
in preparation for them entering the Army 
profession, serving as Soldiers, the mission, 
our Army and our nation. There is no greater 
privilege, no greater responsibility over the 
years.”

Dustyn Ruble received his bars at Cullum 
Hall and had his shoulder boards placed by his 
parents Carlotta and David Ruble.

“He wasn’t raised in a military family,” 
Carlotta said. “My youngest is in the National 
Guard and his dad was in the Navy, but that’s 
about it.”

Dustyn’s sponsor was Maj. Michael Tobias 
of the Department of Foreign Languages.

“Dustyn is a natural leader who inspires 
those around him to achieve success,” Tobias 
said. “It’s been an absolute pleasure watching 
him develop these last three years and I look 
forward to serving with him.”

Ruble will be heading to Fort Rucker, Ala., 
as he branched Aviation.

Commissioning ceremonies—

a joyful rite of passage

Parents David and Carlata Ruble place Dustyn Ruble's shoulder boards on 
the newly-commissioned second lieutenant at Cullum Hall May 25 after the 
West Point graduation. Dustyn branched Aviation.

“Class dismissed,” Class of 2013 celebrates

Class of 2013 classmates hug each other following 
the Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony at 
Michie Stadium May 25.           ERIC S. BARTELT/PV 

A Class of 
2013 cadet 
c e l e b r a t e s 
r e c e i v i n g 
his diploma 
wi th  a  f is t 
pump.  The 
Class of 2013 
g r a d u a t e d 
1,007, which 
represented 
a b o u t  7 8 
percen t  o f 
the class that  
entered West 
Point. ERIC S. 

BARTELT/PV 

Members of the Class of 2013 share a laugh as they see one of their classmates lose his sash 
while coming back from receiving his diploma.                                ERIC S. BARTELT/PV
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OUTSIDE THE GATES

SPORTS

West Point Women’s Basketball Camp
The Army women’s basketball coaching staff will be offering 

a youth basketball camp from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. July 15-18 at Christl 
Arena.

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Volunteers needed
There are volunteers needed from the West Point community 

for a couple of upcoming events. The events include:
• Assist with assembly of issue bags for incoming cadets—8 

a.m.-until complete, June 11.
Volunteers will be asked to assist with filling duffle bags with 

items new cadets will be issued. 
Youth volunteers ages 16 and older are welcome with a signed 

parental permission form.  
S i g n  u p  a t  w w w . S i g n U p G e n i u s . c o m /

go/8050448ADAC2EAA8-plebe.
• Support R-Week—July 1-3.
Volunteers will assist with issuing new cadets clothing items 

on R-Day as well as R-1 and R-2 days. On July 1, the first shift 
starts at 6 a.m., while July 2-3, the first shift starts at 7:45 a.m.  

All days will go until issue is complete. 
Youth volunteers ages 16 and older are welcome with a signed 

parental permission form.  
S i g n  u p  a t  w w w . S i g n U p G e n i u s . c o m /

go/8050448ADAC2EAA8-rday.
For details, contact Christina Overstreet, Employment 

Readiness program manager, at 938-5658.

Vet Clinic schedule
The West Point Vet Clinic is conducting a weekly clinic every 

Tuesday to look at pets. 
The clinic is on an appointment-only basis. To schedule an 

appointment, call 938-3817. 

James I. O’Neill High School Class of 2013 Senior Bash
James I.O’Neill High School seniors can sign up now for the 

Class of 2013 Senior Bash. 
The bash is a celebration immediately following the June 20 

graduation ceremony.  
The event includes a Hudson River cruise, food, games, 

raffles and a Grand Prize drawing. 
Registration forms are available in the JIO main office and 

on the JIO website/graduation 2013 link. Sign up by June 14 
for a discount.  

For details, contact Jennifer Walton at 845-859-5005 or 
waltonjs@me.com.

West Point Museum’s Civil War exhibition 
The West Point Museum opened a special Civil War 

Sesquicentennial exhibition titled “Dark Blue is the National 
Color.” The exhibition is open for the next year. 

This special exhibit provides an overview of the uniforms 
of the Union Armies during the American Civil War from 
1861-65. 

The exhibit includes dress and field uniforms, caps and 
hats, while the displays show the variety of garments in 
common use during the war, including several pieces with 
wartime histories of usage.

The West Point Museum, located at 2110 South Post 
Road, is open seven days a week from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 
Admission is free.  

The exhibit is in the Foyer gallery located just within the 
main entrance to the Museum. 

USMA Change of Command set for July 17
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen will assume command as the 

59th Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy from Lt. 
Gen. David H. Huntoon, Jr. in a ceremony July 17 at Trophy 
Point. 

The community farewell is tentatively scheduled for 
June 7.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are five-day events 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• June 10-14; 
• *June 24-28 (Waiting list); 
• *July 8-12;
• *July 22-26;
• Aug 5-9.
(Note: *Executive/Retirement TAP Workshops include a 

full-day of retirement-specific presentations.)
Registration is required. Contact the ACAP Office at 938-

0634. 

Army Education Center
John Jay College Master of Public Administration Program 

at West Point is now accepting new students for the summer and 
fall sessions.

For details, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite administrator, at 
446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

Free computer training at Jefferson Hall
The IETD Computer Training Program, in its fourth year, is 

offering free basic computer courses on Word 2007,  Excel 2007, 
PowerPoint 2007, Outlook 2007,  SharePoint 2010, Windows 7, 
“How to Use an iPad” and “Basic Computer Skills.” 

Also offered is short “How To” courses on specific features 
such as “Managing Calendars” and “Scheduling Events and 
Meetings” in Outlook 2007. 

The courses are open to anyone working at or affiliated with 
the U.S. Military Academy such as cadets, staff and faculty, 
USMA spouses, participants of the Wounded Warrior program 
and USMA volunteers. 

The class schedule is available on the USMA Portal 
SharePoint Calendar. 

Contact Thomas A. Gorman for details at 845-938-1186 or 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu.

Vacation Bible School
A Vacation Bible School will be held from 9 a.m.-noon June 

11-14 at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School.  
The registration deadline is Monday. After that, children 

will be placed on a waiting list. You can register after chapel 
services on Sunday. Weekday registration is 4-6 p.m. Thursday 
or 1:30-3:30 p.m. Monday at the Most Holy Trinity Catholic 
Chapel Cloister Room. 

Children must be 4 years of age to attend. Pre-K and 
Kindergarten is open to children of volunteers only. The oldest 
children to participate are going into Grade 4. 

Those in grades 5-12 and adults may serve as volunteers.  
For details, contact Arlene Webb, director of Religious 

Education, at Arlene.Webb@usma.edu.

The West Point Women’s Basketball Camp welcomes  female 
players between the ages of 8-14 with a variety of skill levels.

There is also an elite camp for high school players from 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. June 16.

Visit www.goarmysports.com for more details and 
brochures on the women’s basketball camp and other camps 
offered by other Army sports teams.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. 

There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons 
when available. 

For details, contact diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.
kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

RiverFest offers food, music and fun
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 16th annual 

RiverFest from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 1 at Donahue Park on the 
shores of the Hudson River. 

The event features a full day of music and entertainment, 
children’s activities and a large craft and food fair. There is no 
charge to attend RiverFest and visitors are invited to bring a 
blanket or lawn chair.  

For details, visit www.river-fest.com.

Guns, Guns, Guns: Revolutionary War Cannon 
Firings at Knox’s Headquarters

Knox’s Headquarters, in part with New York’s Path Through 
History weekends, offers an educational experience about the 
use of 18th century artillery and how Americans prepared some 
of the guns, howitzers and mortars that were used at the siege 
at Yorktown, Va. 

The long barrel artillery piece or gun was a dominating 
presence on most of the battlefields of the American Revolution.  

Firing solid iron balls out to distances of 1,000 yards and 
deadly shotgun blasts of caseshot, small iron balls, in a tin 
canister, up to 300 yards, the gun devastated enemy formations.   

The event takes place from 1-4 p.m. June 9. See the gun 
fired every half-hour and, if you are ambitious, help drag it into 
position. 

For details, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22. Admission is free.  
Knox’s Headquarters is located at 289 Forge Hill Road in 

Vails Gate.

Search for Animal Signs
Come to the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Outdoor 

Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola 
Road, Cornwall, to learn how to search for Animal Signs at 10 
a.m. June 9.  

Spend the morning with environmental educator Carl 
Heitmuller learning the difference between an acorn chewed by 
a mouse, a squirrel or a chipmunk. 

Take a fun and informative hike with Carl to search for signs 
of animals beyond their tracks. 

This program is for adults with or without children, and 
children ages 5 and older. There is an entrance fee. 

For details, visit hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-534-
5506, ext. 204.

Children’s Day at the New Windsor Cantonment
There is a fun-filled day of family entertainment from 1-4 

p.m. June 16 at the New Windsor Cantonment. The event includes 
a two-by-two petting zoo, magician Mr. Bayly performs and 18th 
century games. Admission is free.  

For details, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES FOR THE ADULTS

Summer hours for West Point Arts and Crafts Shop
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop will have adjusted hours 

for the summer beginning Monday through Sept. 2.
Summer hours will be: 
• Monday—by appointment;
• Tuesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Wednesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Thursday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Friday—by appointment;  
• Saturday and Sunday—closed. 
The Arts and Crafts Shop will still be available for group 

events and birthday parties in the evenings and Saturdays. Call 
to schedule at least two weeks in advance. 

The shop will be taking its show on the road every Friday 
in July.  

For a schedule of classes and locations, visit westpointmwr.
com/art. For details, call 938-4812. 

Father’s Day Brunch
A Father’s Day Brunch will be held at the West Point Club’s 

Pierce Dining Room from 11 a.m-2 p.m. June 16. 
Club members receive a 15 percent discount. 
For details, call 938-5120.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
The Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps offer either 

WEST POINT FMWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

Basic Auto Maintenance Class
Learn how to check and fi ll oil, coolant, power steering fl uid 

and transmission fl uid with the West Point Auto Shop.  
Each class includes a half-hour safety orientation for use of 

the Auto Shop. 
The next class is scheduled 5-6:30 p.m. Thursday.  
Registration is required. 
For details, call 938-2074.

FMWR Fitness Center Co-op
The FMWR Fitness Center Co-op is dedicated to helping 

parents who want to get fi t, but fi nd it diffi cult with an infant or 
toddler to get to the gym. 

The co-op runs between 8:45-11:15 p.m. Monday-Friday 
and is open for children from 6 weeks to 5 years old who are 
registered with the CDC. 

Every shift has at least 2-3 parents volunteering at a time, so 
you’re never on your own. 

The next session runs until Wednesday. 
For details, contact msurry@hotmail.com or jonijimstar@

yahoo.com.

Membership Appreciation Night Barbecue
Join the West Point Club from 5-8 p.m. June 14 for a 

membership appreciation night barbecue. 
Bring in a new member who joins and receive a gift. Not 

Friday—Jurassic Park 3D, PG-
13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Oblivion, PG-13, 7:30 
p.m.

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, 
Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

FOR THE YOUTHS

Wee Ones Open Play Group summer hours
Starting Monday, the Wee Ones Open Play Group is scheduled 

for 10:30-11:30 a.m. every Monday during the summer. 
Wee Ones is open to parents with children birth-4 years old 

and meets at the Lee Area CDC at Buckner Loop.
For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 

manager, at 938-3369.

Part-day Preschool Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Part-day Preschool Program for children ages 3 years 
and older.  

Programs will be offered 9 a.m.-noon Monday/Wednesday/
Friday or Tuesday and Thursday or Monday-Friday.

For details, contact Parent Central to enroll in this program 
at 983-0939/4458. 

Fees are based on total family income.

Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program for children attending 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2014.  

The program will be offered 8:30-11:30 a.m. Monday-Friday. 
For details or enrollment, contact Parent Central at 938-

0939/4458. 
Fees are based on total family income.

Round Pond Playground Grand Opening 
Join FMWR for the grand opening of its brand new 

KidBuilders Inclusive Playground at Round Pond Campground 
3 p.m. Friday. 

Refreshments and cookies will be provided.

Arts and Crafts classes cancelled
The Arts and Crafts classes being offered for Saturday and 

June 8 have been cancelled.
For details, call 938-4812.

Flag Day 5K
The FMWR Fitness Center presents its Flag Day 5K June 14.  

Registration begins at 4:30 p.m. and the race starts at 5:30 p.m. 
The start and fi nish is at the FMWR Fitness Center. Pre-

registration begins June 7. The cost of the race is one FMWR 
Fitness Center coupon. Cadets are free, but must register. 

Strollers and leashed dogs are welcome. Free raffl e entry for 
those dressed in patriotic attire.

For details, call 938-6490 or visit westpointmwr.com.

Teen Summer Boat Ride
All teens entering ninth grade at O’Neill High School this 

fall can join the CYSS Middle School Teen Center for a boat 
ride to meet fellow classmates. 

The boat leaves West Point’s South Dock at 1:30 p.m. Enjoy 
a cruise on the Hudson from 2-4 p.m. Aug. 28. 

Admission is one two-liter bottle of soda or a bag of chips 
and your signed permission slip available at the Youth Center. 

For details, call 938-2092/0829.

Volunteering at West Point
Do you volunteer at West Point? If so, did you know you 

should be registered and logging hours in the Army’s online 
Volunteer Management Information System? 

There are numerous benefi ts to tracking your hours, both for 
you and for our community. 

In addition, registration in VMIS is an eligibility requirement 
for installation-level volunteer recognition, including Black and 
Gold Awards and attendance at the annual Volunteer Recognition 
event during National Volunteer Week.  

Step-by-step instructions for registering and logging 
hours can be found online at www.westpointmwr.com/avc/
volunteers_how_to_guide.pdf. 

For details, call 938-3655 or email christina.overstreet@
usma.edu. 

Is your car ready for the warm weather?
Stop by the West Point Auto Shop to schedule an appointment 

for coolant fl ushes, A/C charging or repair, alignments, brakes 
and oil changes. 

The auto shop can service all of your automotive needs.  
For details, call 938-2074 or stop by the West Point Auto 

Shop, which is located behind the Post Offi ce.

ONGOING

a member? No problem. Become a member and your dinner is 
on the club. 

This event is free for members with a minimal price for non-
members. For details, call 931-5120.

BOSS ‘80s Cruise
Cruise back to the ‘80s with Better Opportunities for Single 

Soldiers from 6-9 p.m. June 21. The cruise boat boards at South 
Dock at 5:30 p.m. 

There will be ‘80s jams, raffl es, a Madonna and Billy Idol 
look-alike contest and refreshments. 

For details, call 938-6497.

2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest
Whether you are a novice or an accomplished artist, there is 

a category for everyone: ceramics, digital art, drawings, fi bers/
textiles, glass, metals/jewelry, mixed media, paintings and wood. 

Submission dates for the 2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest 
runs through June 30.  

Enter online at https://apps/imcom.army.mil/apptracmain 
or call the Arts and Crafts Shop at 938-4812.

ACS Yarn Club
ACS is hosting a yarn group called “ACS Yarn Club.” 
The group will meet 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. every Wednesday 

at ACS, Bldg. 622 for fellowship, knitting and crocheting. 
To join the group, call Monica Orecchio at 938-3487 or email 

monica.orecchio@usma.edu.

English or Western style riding for beginners and one class for 
intermediate riders. 

The camps are scheduled June 28-Aug. 23 for a total of seven 
weeks. Morgan Farm offers three-day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Wednesday-
Friday; or fi ve-day riding camps, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

There is a minimal fee for these camps. 
For details, call 938-3926.
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New Pharamacy hours
The Keller Army Community Hospital  Pharmacy now 

has new hours of operations. The hours are: 
• Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.;  
• Closed Thursday afternoons from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

for training;
• Saturday: 8-10 a.m. (call ahead prescription and refill 

pick-up) and 10 a.m.-noon for full pharmacy services.
 

May is Women’s Health Month
KACH encourages all women to prioritize their 

physical well-being by scheduling annual screenings and 
exams. 

To make a preventative health care appointment, call 
938-7992.

Keller Corner
• Nature Strollers Walk—There will be a Nature 

Strollers Walk for families with children at the Hudson 
Highlands Nature Museum June 6. 

Families will follow the gentle trails of the Outdoor 
Discovery Center and explore the field, pond and forest. 
The event will include a hands-on nature lesson before 
the group heads out on the trails. The trails are stroller and 
toddler friendly. 

Everyone will meet at the Visitors Center at 9:45 a.m. To 
register for this event, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com with the 
name and age of each child attending by Monday.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

USMA Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through June 6
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 30-June 6
Channels 8/23

By Equal Employment Opportunity Office

The West Point Equal Employment Opportunity Office is 
looking for individuals who are interested in making a positive 
impact for everyone in the workforce. 

We currently have vacancies in three separate volunteer 
programs and are looking for people who would like to 
participate, as well as developing additional skills for their own 
career progression. 

EEO Informal Complaint Counselors assist the EEO Office 

EEO Office seeks Volunteers
in developing the facts surrounding potential workplace conflicts; 
EEO Mediation Specialists assist the EEO Office in resolving 
workplace conflicts; and EEO Special Emphasis Committee 
Members assist the EEO Office in identifying barriers that hinder 
certain demographic groups from participating fully within 
the workforce and developing and implementing programs to 
eliminate the barriers. 

All EEO volunteer positions are open to current Army 
employees at West Point. For details, contact Stephen Jenkins, 
EEO specialist, at 938-3052.

West Point Band Press Release

The West Point Concert Band will present a concert in 
Norwalk, Conn., at the historic Town Green at 5:30 p.m. June 9. 

The performance will be part of Norwalk’s 150th anniversary 
celebration and will feature patriotic music, bluegrass and 
contemporary favorites. The concert will close with traditional 
favorites “America the Beautiful” and the “Armed Forces 
Medley.” This concert is free and open to the public. 

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 938-
2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. 

West Point Band to 
perform in Norwalk
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Mankus, Thul receive AAA Award

A r i a n a  M a n k u s  r e c i t e s  t h e 
commissioning oath during the U.S. 
Military Academy Graduation May 
25. Mankus earned the female Army 
Athletic Association trophy as a 
four-time league all-star and two-time 
Patriot League Player of the Year in 
volleyball.    

Buckley earns the Senior CLASS Award 

sPorts

By Tracy Nelson 
Army Athletic Communications

Volleyball star Ariana Mankus and All-
America lacrosse player Garrett Thul were 
honored with Army’s highest athletic honor 
May 24 when they were presented with the 
Army Athletic Association Award during the 
Awards Convocation as a part of graduation 
week festivities at Robinson Auditorium. 

The prestigious Army Athletic Association 
trophy is awarded annually to the male and 
female cadets who display the “most valuable 
service to intercollegiate athletics during a 
career as a cadet.”

Mankus, a four-time league all-star and 
two-time Patriot League Player of the Year, 
was the female winner, while Thul, a four-time 

all-league selection and Army’s all-time goals 
leader, was presented with the male award.

This year marks the 109th anniversary of the 
award that was first presented to football player 
Horatio Hackett in 1904.

Mankus is the second volleyball player to 
win the award and first since 2009. Thul is the 
sixth lacrosse player to garner the award and 
second over the past three years. 

A native of Lisle, Ill., Mankus graduated as 
one of the top all-around volleyball players in 
Army history. She finished her career second on 
Army’s career kills (1,563) and digs (1,424) lists 
and is one of just three players all-time to reach 
the century mark in both statistical categories. 
The aforementioned statistics rank sixth and 
seventh in Patriot League history, respectively. 

A three-time first team All-Patriot League 
performer, including a unanimous selection in 
2012, she is one of two Black Knights to earn 
AVCA All-Northeast Region honors and was 
named ECAC Offensive Player of the Year 
last fall. Her career began as impressive as it 
ended, as Mankus became the first player in 
league history to win Player and Rookie of the 
Year honors in the same season. She was also 
a key kog in Army’s first Patriot League title 
in 15 years in 2009 and the team’s first NCAA 
Division I Tournament appearance. The Black 
Knights averaged 22 wins per season with 
Mankus on the court. 

A team captain, Mankus was a four-
time Patriot League Academic Honor Roll 
member and a two-time Academic All-Patriot 
League honoree. The Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee president entered the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and graduated with a degree 
in Art, Philosophy and Literature during the  
commencement ceremony. 

One of the most prolific goal scorers in the 
country, Thul became Army’s career leader in 
goals (163) this season and finished second 
on the Patriot League’s all-time goals list. A 
three-time All-American and three-time Patriot 
League first team honoree, he is the only player 
in program history to record three 40-goal 
seasons (2010, 2011, 2013). 

Thul has consistently ranked amongst the 
top goal scorers annually, including third in 2011 

and fifth as a senior. His four seasons all rank in 
the top 12 on Army’s single-season goals ledger. 

A starting attackman every game of his 
career, he garnered Patriot League Rookie of 
the Year honors and Inside Lacrosse National 
Rookie of the Year plaudits in 2010. Both 
honors came as Army took a magical ride to 
the conference title and quarterfinal round of 
the NCAA Tournament. 

Thul set the program’s freshman record for 
points (42) and goals (34) that season. He led 
Army to four Patriot League Tournament berths 
and a top 20 national ranking every season of 

his career. 
A native of Flemington, N.J., he helped 

Army author a 5-0 record against rival Navy and 
headlined the only class in program history to 
beat the Mids five times. Thul’s 19 career goals 
scored against Navy stand as a series record. 

Thul, who scored 29 career hat tricks, served 
as a team tri-captain in 2013. An Environmental 
Science major, he entered the Infantry branch of 
the U.S. Army upon graduation. The Hamilton 
Nationals drafted Thul as the 21st overall pick 
in the Major League Lacrosse Collegiate Draft 
last winter. 

Garrett Thul receives his diploma from Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel 
during the U.S. Military Academy Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony 
May 25. Thul earned the male Army Athletic Association Award for being the 
most prolific scorer in Army lacrosse history while earning All-American status 
three times.           Photos By Eric s. BartElt/PV    

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

Brendan Buckley is one of the most decorated Army lacrosse 
defensemen in program history and he added one of the most 
prestigious awards in the nation to his sparkling résumé. In an 
announcement by award officials, Buckley was named the 2013 
Senior CLASS Award winner in NCAA Division I lacrosse 
May 24. 

Buckley is the second Army lacrosse player to capture the 
award, joining 2010 winner Andrew Maisano. He is also the 
second cadet-athlete to garner the recognition during the 2012-
13 academic year as hockey senior Cheyne Rocha took home 
the hardware in April. 

Army is the only institution to produce multiple Senior 
CLASS Award winners in 2012-13. 

The award, chosen by a nationwide vote of Division I 
men’s lacrosse coaches, national lacrosse media and fans, is 
given annually to the most outstanding senior student-athlete in 
Division I lacrosse. 

To be eligible for the award, a student-athlete must be 
classified as an NCAA Division I senior and have notable 
achievements in four areas of excellence—classroom, 
community, character and competition.

An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and Achievement 
for Staying in School®, the Senior CLASS Award focuses on 
the total student-athlete and encourages students to use their 
platform in athletics to make a positive impact as leaders in 

their communities. 
“I am humbled and honored to accept this year’s Senior 

CLASS Award,” Buckley said. “I considered it a huge honor to 
be included amongst the finalists, all of whom are tremendous 
lacrosse players and could have easily won as well. This award 
is not about me; it’s about the amazing coaches and teammates 
I’ve had the pleasure of playing for and with during my time 
here at West Point.

“I’d also like to thank the fans, head coaches and media 
members for supporting me over the last couple of months,” he 
added. “We have some of the best fans in the country and their 
support, along with my teammates’ votes, did not go unnoticed. 
This is truly a thrill and something I will cherish for a very long 
time.”


