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GRADUATION ALERT
SCHEDULE CHANGE

The West Point Ferry that runs from 
South Dock to Garrison, N.Y., will 
not run Saturday. It is a change from 
years past when it ran continuously.
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Baseball wins back-to-back PL titles
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Army Softball

at the NCAAs

plays tough, but 
gets eliminated 

Photo by PaUl radEr

Army baseball junior pitcher Gunnar Carroll, seniors pitcher Chris Rowley, outfi elder Michael Sands and catcher Andrew Johnson and head coach Joe Sottolano 
pose with the Patriot League Tournament trophies after the team’s sweep of top-seeded Holy Cross Sunday in Worcester, Mass. Third-seeded Army won 9-4 
and 5-4, including a walk-off, two-out single by sophomore designated hitter Mark McCants, to earn back-to-back Patriot League Championship titles versus 
Holy Cross. Army is the fi rst team in the Patriot League to win consecutive Patriot League titles since the Black Knights accomplished the feat in 2004 and 
2005. For the story and team photo from the championship, see page 14.                                                             Photo CoUrtEsy of army athlEtiC CommUniCations
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Stand for Army values, fight 
sexual assault and harassment

Resources are available for the entire West Point community:
• DOD Safe Helpline—1-877-995-5247 (call or text) or visit www.safehelpline.org;
• SHARP Program Manager and SARC, Lt. Col. Linda Emerson—call 845-938-0508 
or 845-590-1249;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Missy Rosol—call 938-7479 or 845-401-3476;
• Garrison SARC, Shelley Ariosto—call 938-3369 or 914-382-8041;
• Installation Victim Advocate, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 or 914-382-8180;
• Mental Health Association in Orange County, Inc., Rape Crisis Program Helpline—call 
1-800-832-1200;
• Military Police Desk—call 938-3333;
• Keller Army Community Hospital Emergency Room—call 938-4004.

To all military and civilian employees,

Over the last 12 years of war, our Army 
has demonstrated exceptional competence, 
courage and resiliency in adapting to the 
demands of war and accomplishing the 
mission.  

Today, however, the Army is failing in its 
efforts to combat sexual assault and sexual 
harassment. It is time we take on the fight 
against sexual assault and sexual harassment 
as our primary mission.  It is up to every one 
of us, civilian and Soldier, general officer 
to private, to solve this problem within our 
ranks.

The Army is committed to the safety and 
security of every Soldier, civilian and family 
member. Our Army is based on a bedrock 
of trust—the trust between Soldiers and 
leaders that we will take care of each other.  
Recent incidents of sexual assault and sexual 
harassment demonstrate that we have violated 
that trust.  

In fact, these acts violate everything our 
Army stands for. They are contrary to our 
Army Values and they must not be tolerated. 

It is up to every individual to contribute 
to a culture in which our Soldiers, civilians 
and family members can reach their full 
potential. It is imperative that we protect 
potential victims from ever experiencing a 
sexual crime. We must provide compassionate 
care and protect survivors after a crime has 
been committed.  

Our people must be confident that 
complaints will be handled quickly and 

decisively, and that our system will deliver 
justice and protection throughout the 
reporting, investigation and adjudication 
process. 

Commanders, noncommissioned officers 
and law enforcement must ensure that every 
allegation of sexual assault and sexual 
harassment is thoroughly and professionally 
investigated and that appropriate action is 
taken. Leaders at every level are responsible 
for establishing a command climate and 
culture of mutual respect, trust and safety.  
Leaders must develop systems to “see” 
their units, and understand the extent to 
which their leadership promotes a positive 
command climate for all Soldiers. I urge 
everyone to start a conversation within 
your unit or organization, among leaders, 
peers and subordinates and with family and 
friends to better understand one another’s 
experiences and to develop better solutions 
to this problem.

Our profession is built on the bedrock of 
trust; sexual assault and sexual harassment 
betray that trust. They have a corrosive effect 
on our unit readiness, team cohesion, good 
order and discipline. We are entrusted with 
ensuring the health and welfare of America’s 
sons and daughters. There are no bystanders 
in this effort. Our Soldiers, their families and 
the American people are counting on us to 
lead the way in solving this problem within 
our ranks.

Raymond T. Odierno
General, 38th Chief of Staff

U.S. Army

Transit ion workshops: 
Getting the most out of them
By David Winfrey and Meg Pearson
IMCOM Army Career and Alumni Program

Under the Veterans’ Opportunity to Work 
Act, transitioning service members must 
attend five days of intensive transition-related 
classroom courses before they can separate 
from service. These courses cover the gamut 
of job-searching skills, résumés, education, 
goal-setting, financial management and many 
other vital skills for competing successfully in 
a crowded job market. 

Your Army Career and Alumni Program 
counselor is a valuable asset before, during 
and after attending the transition workshops to 
answer questions, clarify information and help 
you personalize all the information coming from 
departments of Labor, Veterans’ Affairs, Army 
and other organizations who present information 
during the workshops.

“The ACAP center and counselors play 
a critical role in helping lay the foundation 
for a successful transition to civilian life,” 
Command Sgt. Maj. Earl L. Rice said. “This is 
an opportunity Soldiers have that not everyone 
does and we need to make good use of it.”

Before attending the workshop, the ACAP 
counselor helps the transitioning service 
member set the stage for transition planning. 

During the pre-separation briefing and initial 
counseling, the ACAP counselor assists the 
service member with starting to set post-military 
goals, assess the state of current skills, education 
and training, and evaluate the steps needed to 
reach their desired goals.

This initial counseling and planning leads to 
developing a résumé—not just the typical dry, 
meaningless piece of paper, but a compelling 
document that makes the case for hiring its 
owner. 

A strong résumé is a targeted document 
that presents a clear-eyed, compelling personal 
vision for what the applicant wants to do and 
what relevant knowledge, skills and abilities he 
or she brings to the table. Such a résumé requires 
thought and direction. Before even starting to 
write, an ACAP counselor can help a service 
member define goals and assess strengths and 
experience. 

The ACAP counselor can also provide 
useful tools for translating military experience 
into transferrable skills and researching what is 
required in the service member’s next career. 
An ACAP counselor builds a relationship with 

a service member that will continue throughout 
the entire transition process. 

During the five-day workshop, an ACAP 
counselor is available as a subject matter expert 
and consultant for the service member. During 
the workshop, service members have many 
questions and start to really think about how to 
present their skills and strengths to their next 
employer. 

“ACAP has been available to transitioning 
service members for years, but with the new 
VOW Act legislation, the focus is much stronger 
on preparing people for their next careers,” Rice 
said. “We owe these heroes no less.”

In addition to setting goals and building 
a targeted résumé, the workshop classes 
provide excellent information on effective 
job-searching, which also begins with careful 
planning. 

The military occupational specialty 
crosswalk is a tool that provides the “gap 
analysis” between current experience and job 
goals. 

As service members start to realize the 
importance of having specific goals, and having 
a timeline to achieve those goals, they begin to 
formulate their Individual Transition Plans. The 
ITP is an important navigational tool for keeping 
transition focused and on track to where the next 
big opportunity lies.

The ACAP counselor contributes to the 
ITP with one-on-one guidance and feedback. 
Service members can reach back to their ACAP 
counselor to go over individual concerns, get 
help brainstorming and articulating skills, 
and get personalized guidance on how to best 
present skills and experience on a résumé. 

Transitioning service members will have a 
draft résumé by the end of the workshop. This 
is a great time to follow-up with an ACAP 
counselor for feedback and guidance on the 
next steps. 

Whether a service member needs help 
polishing off a résumé or even just getting 
started, an ACAP counselor is a valuable 
resource. 

The ACAP counselor can review a résumé 
to make sure it “pops” and strongly presents the 
service member’s value to that next employer. 
The counselor coaches a service member on 
how to tailor a résumé to the job he or she wants. 

And, of course, an ACAP counselor is a 
good second set of eyes to be sure the résumé 
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Cadet Drew Long earns 2013 Mason Award
Future Medical Corps officer cites research, internship as most rewarding West Point experiences
Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Class of 2013 Cadet Drew Long is among 13 future Medical Corps officers 
who will be attending medical school following graduation from the U.S. 
Military Academy Saturday. Having achieved the highest grade point average 
among them, he was presented with the 2013 Richard M. Mason Memorial 
Award by Col. Felicia F. Pehrson, commander of Keller Army Community 
Hospital Tuesday.

The Life Sciences major was accompanied by his family—father, Jeff; 
mother, Nancy; and brother, Air Force Capt. Brit Long. After the award 
presentation, he was joined by 10 other classmates as they were welcomed 
into the Army Medical Corps.

The award was established in honor of Mason, a 1968 USMA graduate 
and highly-decorated Vietnam War veteran who left the service to pursue a 
career in medicine. Mason died of cancer in 1977 at the age of 30 and his 
parents founded the award in his honor.

“To win an award named after a graduate who put his country before 
himself and then went to medical school to do great things is such an honor 
to me,” Long said. “I was very happy to learn about this great man.”

Like Mason, Long didn’t come to West Point already thinking about 
medical school.

“It was pretty far from my mind. I actually wanted to become an Infantry 
platoon leader, and I still have great respect for that branch and what they 
do,” Long said.

Long said he’s always had an interest in biology and knew midway 
through plebe year the academic path he would take. However, the Life 
Sciences major’s passion solidified while shadowing physicians at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center during an Academic Individual Advanced 
Development internship in the summer of 2011.

“Basically for three weeks I was able to follow doctors from different fields 
of medicine—surgery, pediatrics, cardiology—and one of the best experiences 
I had was helping those who had lost limbs in combat,” Long said.

That was in the Military Advanced Training Center, a state-of-the-art 
amputee care facility at Walter Reed for active duty, retired and military 
family members.

“When I was there I was able to help with physical therapy, help them 
get used to living with a prosthetic limb,” Long said. “I tell you, that was the 
most motivational and uplifting experience of my life. I’d come to work every 
day and these guys would come happy, motivated and ready to get better. It 
was absolutely inspirational to me, and made me focus outward—away from 
myself—so I could help others the best I could.”

Long said he’s grateful for the opportunities West Point provides cadets 
for professional, academic and personal growth. Another for him was going 
to Australia last summer, an experience which Long said he could talk hours 
about.

Joining him on that trip was Class of 2013 Cadet Kelley Cassidy. The three-
week AIAD at the Australian Army Malaria Institute in Brisbane allowed them 
to learn about the collaborative efforts between the Department of Defense 
and the Australian Defence Force while they worked with an ADF scientist on 
developmental drug research for malaria and also individual research projects. 

Long’s focus was on the study of secondary messengers involved in cellular 
signaling and parasite growth, according to the Department of Chemistry and 
Life Science. Long said this had never been measured in the parasite before 
and it was exciting to be involved in new scientific research, though for just 
a short period of time.

 “What they taught us was the latest techniques and scientific methods of 
malaria and the malaria parasite plasmodium falciparum, which is the most 
deadly strain,” Long said. “The scientists there are basically the top malaria 
researchers in the world. It was very humbling and very educational.”

He had no qualms about working so closely with a deadly disease. Long’s 
research on malaria began long before in the safe confines of the third floor 
malaria laboratory in Bartlett Hall where he said “safety, safety, safety” is 
drilled into cadet researchers and enforced as strongly as Soldiers moving 
onto a marksmanship range.

“We practice techniques such as—we call it the aseptic technique—which 
is basically sterilization procedures kind of the same thing you do in surgery. 

You have to be careful of all the instruments your using 
and being careful with the transfer of blood,” Long said.

It’s not like anyone would deviate from procedure, 
considering the risk of infection, Long said. 

“They definitely drill a lot of caution, a lot of safety 
techniques into us from day one at West Point,” Long said. 

The internship Long and Cassidy conducted in 
Australia was presented during Projects Day in the 
Department of Chemistry and Life Science on May 2. 
Long also presented the research he continued with Class 
of 2013 Cadets Aaron Brockshus and Taylor Neuman.

“Last semester, we were basically getting our culture 
up and running, which could be very difficult getting the 
right conditions for the parasite to grow,” Long said. “This 
semester, we tested five different drugs that had never been 
tested before to see if they had any impact on the parasite 
and in what concentration they inhibited the parasite.”

The team had limited success, Long said, nothing 
publishable, but still a worthwhile endeavor which 
yielded good methods and techniques while establishing 
a procedure for figuring out whether the drugs had any 
impact on the parasite and the doses needed to kill it.

According to the Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science website, about 10-20 cadets from each class—
beginning with the Class of 1979—have proceeded 
directly to medical schools. By law, no more than 2 percent 
of the graduating class at West Point is permitted. Just 
wanting to be a doctor won’t suffice, according to those 
familiar with the process. 

Cadets first have to be endorsed by the academy, delve 
into a pile of paperwork, study and pass the MCAT exam 
at their own expense and appear before medical boards 
before even learning which—if any—schools will accept 
them. Some may attend the Department of Defense’s 
Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences, and 
those going to civilian medical schools may receive 
financial support through the Army Health Profession 
Scholarship Program. 

Long will be attending Vanderbilt University School 

of Medicine where he wants to specialize in either general 
surgery or emergency surgery. 

“As of right now, given my limited experience 
shadowing physicians, those are the specialties I’m most 
interested in,” Long said.

Of course his interests could go to general practice, 
pediatrics or even an emergency room physician like his 
brother’s specialty. 

“He talks a good game about it, so I would definitely 
consider it,” Long said. “There’s a certain thrill not 
knowing what could be coming through those doors at 
any time.”

At Walter Reed, Long had the chance to scrub in with 
a general surgeon during a skin graft procedure.

“We grafted something like 1,200 centimeters onto 
this patient who suffered an (improvised explosive device) 
blast and for a large amount of his back he needed skin 
replacement,” Long said.

He also shadowed another surgery involving the 
removal of a tumor from a patient’s gall bladder.

“The attending physician who was there told me 
when the patient went to sleep he had cancer and when 
the patient would awake it would be gone. He said no 
other field can have such an impact on life as this field,” 
Long said. “It’s those kinds of experiences that really stick 
with you and makes you feel you can make a difference.”

INSIDE THE STORY
Class of 2013 Cadets Kelley Cassidy and Aaron 

Brockshus, mentioned in this story, also branched 
Medical Corps and will be attending medical school 
after graduation. 

Thirteen future Army physicians were invited 
to Keller Tuesday to receive their Army Medical 
Regimental Crest. See the photo at www.flickr.
com/photos/west_point.

Class of 2013 Cadet 
Drew Long accepts 
the Richard M. Mason 
M e m o r i a l  Aw a r d 
from Col. Felicia F. 
Pehrson, commander 
o f  K e l l e r  A r m y 
Community Hospital 
Tuesday during a 
presentation. Long 
earned the award by 
having the highest 
grade point average 
of any graduating 
c a d e t  a t t e n d i n g 
medical school. In all, 
13 cadets from the 
Class of 2013, who 
branched Medical 
Corps, will continue 
to medical school and 
were in attendance 
at the presentation 
to receive the Army 
Medical Regimental 
Crest.
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Picatinny supports patenting cadet inventions
By Timothy Rider
U.S. Army Research, Development and 
Engineering Command

There is no greater motivational sapper than 
being on an expeditionary mission and finding 
a 20-foot chasm with nobody on the far side to 
catch a rope.

The necessity to get across makes for a 
real mother of invention for which Class of 
2013 Cadets Killian Burns, Sungi Cho, Steven 
Davidson and Max Saurwein offer the “Light 
Weight Short Gap Defeat and Anchor System.”

Their gap defeater is small enough to fit 
into a ruck and looks like a cross between an 
egg and a barbell. To activate, a person only has 
to hurl it onto a flat surface on the other side of 
a gap. When the egg has righted itself—as its 
bottom-weighted design compels it to do—one 
initiates a potent powder charge nestled in the 
egg’s handle. 

The charge propels a carefully considered 
barb securely into most any surface. The barb 
has a wire attached which stretches the bridge 
device, made with steel wire and aluminum 
rungs, across the canyon. 

Having affixed the ropes on one end to a 
tree (or to handy pegs if a tree isn’t nearby), 

and tightened up the lines, that gulch is now 
a highway to restored motivation and mission 
success. 

Pretty clever, cadets. You ought to patent 
that.

In fact, the cadets were handed a business 
card with the words, “The ARDEC Patent Office 
believes your project may be patentable. Please 
report to Jefferson Hall Building 131 before 
1430 to have your project reviewed.”

After reporting to Bldg. 131, Burns, 
Cho, Davidson and Saurwein met a team of 
intellectual property experts from U.S. Army 
Research Development and Engineering 
Command’s armaments center at Picatinny 
Arsenal, N.J. 

They then filled out and signed the paperwork 
needed to submit an invention disclosure to the 
ARDEC Legal Office.

An invention disclosure is not a patent 
application, and by itself does not provide 
intellectual property protection, according to 
Henry Goldfine, a patent attorney for ARDEC. 
The disclosure provides the information 
necessary for the ARDEC legal team to research 
and decide whether to file for a patent. If they 
decide it’s a “go,” they will assemble the 
paperwork necessary to file a patent application.

Then, Goldfine explained, the patent team 
has a year from the date the invention was 
first disclosed outside the government, to file 
the patent application, although a provisional 
application to the USPTO provides an additional 
year, within which time the final non-provisional 
patent application would need to be filed.

If the patent research reveals that the device 
is sufficiently “new, useful and non-obvious” 
—shorthand description of the threshold that 
an invention must cross to be patentable—and 
the Army has an interest in obtaining the legal 
benefits a patent provides, the ARDEC Patent 
Office will file the patent paperwork with the 
USPTO and prosecute for the patent until a 
decision is ultimately reached.
  Picatinny team goes to Projects Day

The Picatinny team attended Projects 
Day on May 2 to capture some of what Dean 
of the Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy 
E. Trainor called in the welcome packet, “a 
transparent display of the intellectual capital of 
our students.”

“Some of these projects embody innovative, 
technical advances that may be useful to 
the Army or represent potential licensing 
opportunities, where obtaining a patent to 
protect the innovative intellectual property 
could be significant,” Goldfine said.

In addition to the Light Weight Short Gap 
Defeat and Anchor System, four other cadet 
teams filled out disclosure paperwork that the 
ARDEC team will explore for patent potential. 
These include:

• Low Altitude Radiation Sensor: A low 
and slow flying blimp that carries a sensors 
and communications payload. Its unique flight 
pattern is just right for mapping radiation so 
Soldiers can avoid hot spots.

• 40 mm Non-Destructive Windshield 
Obstruction: When a driver is speeding toward 
your checkpoint and you’re not sure if the driver 
has bad intentions or just doesn’t understand 
the word “stop,” you can use this non-lethal 
grenade to cover both bases. The only damage 
it will do to the windshield is covering it with an 
opaque goop that leaves the driver little choice 
but to halt.

• Thermo-Electric Cooling Tank: A water 
buffalo is a tank-on-wheels that provides 
Soldiers potable water. This device shades the 
buffalo from the sun while harnessing light 
energy to provide those hard-working Soldiers 
with cool, refreshing hydration.

• FOB Composting System: Using readily 
available shipping containers, this device reduces 
and recycles environmental contaminants.

With a backlog of 600,000 patent 
applications, it takes the USPTO an average 
of 40 months from the time of filing a patent 
application until a patent is granted, according 
to the USPTO website.
        Supporting an Army Neighbor

Picatinny began its patent support for West 
Point in 2010, when Goldfine filed a patent 
application for a member of West Point’s faculty, 
Lt. Col. Walter P. Cole. 

His patent application for a “Laser and 
Corner Cube Refractive-Index Structure 
Parameter System” was granted as U.S. Patent 
No. 8,253,932, in August 2012, according to 
Goldfine.

As for the Picatinny team attending 
Projects Day, “The whole thing started with 
the conversation with Derek on his Demon 
Eye,” Ralph Tillinghast, an ARDEC mechanical 
engineer who teaches other ARDEC employees 
about innovation and obtaining intellectual 
property, said.

“Demon Eye” is a low-cost device invented 
by former Cadet Derek Wales for his senior 
project that can quickly determine location 
coordinates for targets viewed through a scope.

While a patent application was not filed for 
Demon Eye, the experience got Tillinghast to 
consider if there were other patent opportunities 
being presented during Projects Day.

West Point doesn’t have an intellectual 
property office but Picatinny—which is 
approximately a 90-minute drive away—has 
patent attorneys to support its more than 2,500 
scientists and engineers. 

ARDEC also has a program that fosters 
innovation by providing the support of personnel, 
training, library resources and facilities called 
Innovative Developments Everyday.
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Civil War history explored at West 
Point Museum’s newest display

A uniform jacket on display at the West Point Museum, 
was worn by John Perkins who mustered into the 95th 
and is an example of the 114th Pennsylvania volunteer 
infantry Zouaves jacket. The West Point Museum’s 
new Civil War exhibit is titled “Dark Blue is the 
National Color.”  The exhibit began May 18. 

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

In honor of the sesquicentennial of the Civil War, the West 
Point Museum initiated the “Dark Blue is the National Color” 
exhibit May 18 displaying uniforms worn by the Union army. 
The display is expected to last for a year.

The display includes uniforms from known officers such 
as Maj. Gen. Gouverneur Kimble Warren’s coat and Maj. Gen. 
John Sedgwick’s cap he was wearing when he was killed by a 
confederate sharpshooter during the battle of Spotsylvania in 
Virginia. 

“The story of Sedgwick is he observed his men ducking 
at the sound of Whitworth rifles when Sedgwick uttered the 
words, ‘They couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance.’ A few 
seconds later, Sedgwick was felled by a bullet from a confederate 
sharpshooter about 500 yards away,” History Curator Michael 
McAfee said. 

Included in the uniform displays are some from West Point 
graduates who fought in the Civil War such as Warren from 
Cold Spring, N.Y. Warren graduated with the West Point Class 
of 1850. Warren was assigned to the engineers, and for several 
years was employed in survey work in the west, taking part in 
some expeditions against the American Indians. 

Warren was then assigned as an assistant instructor in 
mathematics at West Point in 1859, but at the beginning of the 
Civil War Warren was made lieutenant colonel of volunteers and 
posted to the 5th New York Volunteer Infantry. He saw action at 
Gaines’s Mill, Second Bull Run and Antietam. 

“These are the basic uniforms worn by Union soldiers and is 
part of the museum collection,” McAfee said. “These uniforms 
have not been on display for 40 years.”

Also on display is artwork by H.A. Ogden (1856-1936) 
considered the American authority on military uniforms.

“All the artwork on display is from the museum collection,” 
McAfee said. “Some were used as book illustrations.”

Included in the exhibit are different uniforms worn mostly by 
volunteers. These were a bit more colorful than most. A jacket 
worn by John Perkins is an example of the 114th Pennsylvania 
volunteer infantry Zouaves Jacket, which is dark blue with red 
piping and brass buttons.

The Warren coat and the Sedgwick cap are the oldest uniform 
pieces from the museum’s collection.

McAfee said there were no such things as Battle Dress 
Uniforms.

“You were expected to fight in full uniform,” he said.

A display of U.S. regular Army uniforms by H.A. 
Ogden (1856-1936), considered the American 
authority on military uniforms during the late 19th 
to early 20th centuries.
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The LifeWorks program of Balfour Beatty 
Communities hosted Sustainability Day May 
14 at Dragon Park in the Stony Lonesome II 
housing area.

“May is sustainability month,” Jodi 
Gellman, LifeWorks coordinator for West 
Point, said. “Balfour Beatty is very committed 
to sustainability. We distributed flowers to 
residents, provided a place where residents 
could dispose of their old televisions and 
computers and we had entertainment for the 
children.”

The entertainment included crafts, such 
as painting light switch plates and rooting 
containers for plants with environmentally 
friendly colors. Dirt cake consisting of chocolate 
cake, gummy worms and bugs, along with drink 
called bug juice (lemonade with frozen gummy 
worms), was an interesting snack that intrigued 
the youngsters. 

A recycling game was provided where 
children looked for drawings on cardboard 
representing recyclables, such as paper, glass, 
plastic and dirt, and placed them into the proper 
cardboard recycling containers. When placed 
correctly, children chose their prize from a 
treasure chest.

LifeWorks programs provide an atmosphere 
of community with opportunities to get to know 
the neighbors with social and learning activity 
events.  

Events generally are built around seven 
core areas: life management, physical, mind-
building, social, community service, personal 
safety and environmental.

Within the past month, the BBC LifeWorks 
program at West Point provided National 
Chocolate Chip Day, Nature Strollers walk and 
Healthy Breakfast on the Go. 

LifeWorks will host an outdoor barbecue 
at the Youth Center from 3-5 p.m. Wednesday. 

For details on LifeWorks events, call 446-
6407 or email jgellman@bbcgrp.com.

A Day to Sustain

Amai, Yetziel and Marianyelis Lopez play a recycling game with  Balfour Beatty 
volunteer Ashleigh Aemisigger at the BBC Sustainability event May 14 at Dragon 
Park in the Stony Lonesome II housing area.

The "dirt cake" made its debut May 14 at Sustainability Day. Attendees received free 
begonias with tips on growing them from Balfour Beatty Communities volunteers.
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USMAPS Class of 2013 
graduate with diplomas

(Above, left) Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth, U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School commandant, presents diplomas to about 215 graduating cadet candidates 
from the USMAPS Class of 2013. (Above, right) The cadet candidates anxiously await the start of the graduation ceremony at Eisenhower Hall Theatre.                                                                                                                                         
                                 Photos by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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OUTSIDE THE GATES

SPORTS

West Point Women’s Basketball Camp
The Army women’s basketball coaching staff will be offering 

a youth basketball camp from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. July 15-18 at Christl 
Arena.

The West Point Women’s Basketball Camp welcomes  female 
players between the ages of 8-14 with a variety of skill levels.

There is also an elite camp for high school players from 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. June 16.

Visit www.goarmysports.com for more details and 
brochures on the women’s basketball camp and other camps 
offered by other Army sports teams.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability to 
swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday and  
11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, contact diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.
kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WPWC Gift Shoppe
The West Point Women’s Club Gift Shoppe, just north of 

the West Point Cemetery, is open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday.
These are special hours during Graduation Week.
For details, email wpwcpublicity@gmail.com.

Volunteers needed
There are volunteers needed from the West Point community 

for a couple of upcoming events. The events include:
• Assist with assembly of issue bags for incoming cadets—8 

a.m.-until complete, June 11.
Volunteers will be asked to assist with filling duffle bags 

with items new cadets will be issued. Youth volunteers ages 16 
and older are welcome with a signed parental permission form.  

S i g n  u p  a t  w w w . S i g n U p G e n i u s . c o m /
go/8050448ADAC2EAA8-plebe.

• Support R-Week—July 1-3.
Volunteers will assist with issuing new cadets clothing items 

on R-Day as well as R-1 and R-2 days. On July 1, the first shift 
starts at 6 a.m., while July 2-3, the first shift starts at 7:45 a.m.  

All days will go until issue is complete. 
Youth volunteers ages 16 and older are welcome with a signed 

parental permission form.  
S i g n  u p  a t  w w w . S i g n U p G e n i u s . c o m /

go/8050448ADAC2EAA8-rday.
For details, contact Christina Overstreet, Employment 

Readiness program manager, at 938-5658.

Vet Clinic schedule
The West Point Vet Clinic will be conducting weekly clinic 

every Tuesday. 
The clinic is on an appointment-only basis. To schedule an 

appointment, call 938-3817. 

James I. O’Neill High School Class of 2013 Senior Bash
James I.O’Neill High School seniors can sign up now for the 

Class of 2013 Senior Bash. 
The bash is a celebration immediately following the June 20 

graduation ceremony.  
The event includes a Hudson River cruise, food, games, 

raffles and a Grand Prize drawing. 

West Point Museum’s Civil War exhibition 
The West Point Museum opened a special Civil War 

Sesquicentennial exhibition titled “Dark Blue is the National 
Color.” The exhibition is open for the next year. 

This special exhibit provides an overview of the uniforms 
of the Union Armies during the American Civil War from 
1861-65. 

The exhibit includes dress and field uniforms, caps and 
hats, while the displays show the variety of garments in 
common use during the war, including several pieces with 
wartime histories of usage.

The West Point Museum, located at 2110 South Post 
Road, is open seven days a week from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 
Admission is free.  

The exhibit is in the Foyer gallery located just within the 
main entrance to the Museum. 

USMA Change of Command set for July 17
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen will assume command as the 

59th Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy from Lt. 
Gen. David H. Huntoon, Jr. in a ceremony July 17 at Trophy 
Point. 

The community farewell is tentatively scheduled for 
June 7.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are five-day events 

designed to assist separating or retiring service members and 
their families in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior.

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Tuesday-May 31 (Waiting list); 
• June 10-14; 
• *June 24-28 (Waiting list); 
• *July 8-12;
• *July 22-26;
• Aug 5-9.
(Note: *Executive/Retirement TAP Workshops include a 

full-day of retirement-specific presentations.)
Registration is required. Contact the ACAP Office at 938-

0634. 

Army Education Center
John Jay College Master of Public Administration Program 

at West Point is now accepting new students for the summer and 
fall sessions.

For details, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite administrator, at 
446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

Free computer training at Jefferson Hall
The IETD Computer Training Program, in its fourth year, is 

offering free basic computer courses on Word 2007,  Excel 2007, 
PowerPoint 2007, Outlook 2007,  SharePoint 2010, Windows 7, 
“How to Use an iPad” and “Basic Computer Skills.” 

Also offered is short “How To” courses on specific features 
such as “Managing Calendars” and “Scheduling Events and 
Meetings” in Outlook 2007. 

The courses are open to anyone working at or affiliated with 
the U.S. Military Academy such as cadets, staff and faculty, 
USMA spouses, participants of the Wounded Warrior program 
and USMA volunteers. 

The class schedule is available on the USMA Portal 
SharePoint Calendar. 

Contact Thomas A. Gorman for details at 845-938-1186 or 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu.

Honor our Nation’s Fallen Soldiers at the New 
Windsor Cantonment

In honor of America’s Soldiers and their families on Memorial 
Day weekend, the New Windsor Cantonment will honor them 
with 18th century dress, perform a ceremony to honor our nation’s 
veterans at the site cemetery at 2 p.m. Monday.  

At 2:15 p.m., historic balladeer Linda Russell performs 
traditional American patriotic music in the Temple Building.  

Admission is free.  For details, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22. 
New Windsor Cantonment is located on Route 300 (374 

Temple Hill Road) in the Town of New Windsor, two miles east 
of Stewart Airport.  

Registration forms are available in the JIO main office and 
on the JIO website/graduation 2013 link. Sign up by June 14 
for a discount.  

For details, contact Jennifer Walton at 845-859-5005 or 
waltonjs@me.com.

RiverFest offers food, music and fun
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 16th annual 

RiverFest from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 1 at Donahue Park on the 
shores of the Hudson River. 

The event features a full day of music and entertainment, 
children’s activities and a large craft and food fair. There is no 
charge to attend RiverFest and visitors are invited to bring a 
blanket or lawn chair.  

For details, visit www.river-fest.com.

Guns, Guns, Guns: Revolutionary War Cannon 
Firings at Knox’s Headquarters

Knox’s Headquarters, in part with New York’s Path Through 
History weekends, offers an educational experience about the 
use of 18th century artillery and how Americans prepared some 
of the guns, howitzers and mortars that were used at the siege 
at Yorktown, Va. 

The long barrel artillery piece or gun was a dominating 
presence on most of the battlefields of the American Revolution.  

Firing solid iron balls out to distances of 1,000 yards and 
deadly shotgun blasts of caseshot, small iron balls, in a tin 
canister, up to 300 yards, the gun devastated enemy formations.   

The event takes place from 1-4 p.m. June 9. See the gun 
fired every half-hour and, if you are ambitious, help drag it into 
position. 

For details, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22. Admission is free.  
Knox’s Headquarters is located at 289 Forge Hill Road in 

Vails Gate.

Children’s Day at the New Windsor Cantonment
There is a fun-filled day of family entertainment from 1-4 

p.m. June 16 at the New Windsor Cantonment. The event includes 
a two-by-two petting zoo, magician Mr. Bayly performs and 18th 
century games. Admission is free.  

For details, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22. 

USMA Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through May 30
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 23-30
Channels 8/23
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JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

FOR THE ADULTS

Arts and Crafts Shop May classes
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop is offering sewing 

classes with Jana from 5-7 p.m. every Tuesday evening in May.
Registration and payment required for all classes. 
For details, call 938-4812.

Summer hours for West Point Arts and Crafts Shop
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop will have adjusted hours 

for the summer beginning June 1 through Sept. 2.
Summer hours will be: 
• Monday—by appointment;
• Tuesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Wednesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Thursday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Friday—by appointment;  
• Saturday and Sunday—closed. 
The Arts and Crafts Shop will still be available for group 

events and birthday parties in the evenings and Saturdays. Call 
to schedule at least two weeks in advance. 

The shop will be taking its show on the road every Friday 
in July.  

For a schedule of classes and locations, visit westpointmwr.
com/art. For details, call 938-4812. 

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
The Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps offer either 

English or Western style riding for beginners and one class for 
intermediate riders. 

The camps are scheduled June 28-Aug. 23 for a total of seven 
weeks. Morgan Farm offers three-day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Wednesday-
Friday; or fi ve-day riding camps, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

There is a minimal fee for these camps. 
For details, call 938-3926.

WEST POINT FMWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

Basic Auto Maintenance Class
Learn how to check and fi ll oil, coolant, power steering fl uid 

and transmission fl uid with the West Point Auto Shop.  
Each class includes a half-hour safety orientation for use 

of the Auto Shop. Classes are scheduled 5-6:30 p.m. Thursday 
and May 30.  

Registration is required the Wednesday of each week. 
For details, call 938-2074.

FMWR Fitness Center Co-op
The FMWR Fitness Center Co-op is dedicated to helping 

parents who want to get fi t, but fi nd it diffi cult with an infant or 
toddler to get to the gym. 

The co-op runs between 8:45-11:15 p.m. Monday-Friday 
and is open for children from 6 weeks to 5 years old who are 
registered with the CDC. 

Every shift has at least 2-3 parents volunteering at a time, so 
you’re never on your own. The next session runs until June 5. 

For details, contact msurry@hotmail.com or jonijimstar@
yahoo.com.

BOSS ‘80s Cruise
Cruise back to the ‘80s with Better Opportunities for Single 

Soldiers from 6-9 p.m. June 21. The cruise boat boards at South 
Dock at 5:30 p.m. 

There will be ‘80s jams, raffl es, a Madonna and Billy Idol 
look-alike contest and refreshments. For details, call 938-6497.

2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest
Whether you are a novice or an accomplished artist, there is 

a category for everyone: ceramics, digital art, drawings, fi bers/
textiles, glass, metals/jewelry, mixed media, paintings and wood. 

Submission dates for the 2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest 
runs through June 30.  

Enter online at https://apps/imcom.army.mil/apptracmain 
or call the Arts and Crafts Shop at 938-4812.

ACS Yarn Club
ACS is hosting a yarn group called “ACS Yarn Club.” 
The group will meet 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. every Wednesday 

at ACS, Bldg. 622 for fellowship, knitting and crocheting. 
To join the group, call Monica Orecchio at 938-3487 or email 

monica.orecchio@usma.edu.

There were no movie 
updates for this weekend 
prior to press time.
(For movie details, visit 
www.shopmyexchange.
com/ReelTimeTheatres/
Movies-WestPoint.htm.) 

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, 
Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

FOR THE YOUTHS

Part-day Preschool Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Part-day Preschool Program for children ages 3 years 
and older.  

Programs will be offered 9 a.m.-noon Monday/Wednesday/
Friday or Tuesday and Thursday or Monday-Friday.

For details, contact Parent Central to enroll in this program 
at 983-0939/4458. Fees are based on total family income.

Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program
Enrollment is available in the Child, Youth and School 

Services Pre-K Strong Beginnings Program for children attending 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2014.  

The program will be offered 8:30-11:30 a.m. Monday-Friday. 
For details or enrollment, contact Parent Central at 938-

0939/4458. 
Fees are based on total family income.

Wee Ones Open Play Group summer hours
Starting June 3, the Wee Ones Open Play Group is scheduled 

for 10:30-11:30 a.m. every Monday. 
Wee Ones is open to parents with children birth-4 years old 

and meets at the Lee Area CDC at Buckner Loop.
For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 

manager, at 938-3369.

Membership Appreciation Night Barbecue
Join the West Point Club from 5-8 p.m. June 14 for a 

membership appreciation night barbecue. 
Bring in a new member who joins and receive a gift. Not 

a member? No problem. Become a member and your dinner is 
on the club. 

This event is free for members with a minimal price for 
non-members. 

For details, call 931-5120.

Father’s Day Brunch
A Father’s Day Brunch will be held at the West Point Club’s 

Pierce Dining Room from 11 a.m-2 p.m. June 16. 
Club members receive a 15 percent discount. 
For details, call 938-5120.

Morgan Farm Memorial Day Weekend Kennel Specials 
Get four days of boarding for the price of three during Morgan 

Farm’s Memorial Day Weekend special. Drop your pet off 
Thursday during regular business hours and pick-up is Tuesday 
during regular business hours. 

Morgan Farm will also board rabbits, guinea pigs and other 
furry friends.

There are no pick-ups or drop-offs on Memorial Day.
Did you know Morgan Farm also has dog grooming services? 

For information on rates and to make an appointment, call the 
farm today. 

For reservations or details, call 938-3926. 

Volunteering at West Point
Do you volunteer at West Point? If so, did you know you 

should be registered and logging hours in the Army’s online 
Volunteer Management Information System? 

There are numerous benefi ts to tracking your hours, both for 
you and for our community. 

In addition, registration in VMIS is an eligibility requirement 
for installation-level volunteer recognition, including Black and 
Gold Awards and attendance at the annual Volunteer Recognition 
event during National Volunteer Week.  

Step-by-step instructions for registering and logging 
hours can be found online at www.westpointmwr.com/avc/
volunteers_how_to_guide.pdf. 

For details, call 938-3655 or email christina.overstreet@
usma.edu. 

Is your car ready for the warm weather?
Stop by the West Point Auto Shop to schedule an appointment 

for coolant fl ushes, A/C charging or repair, alignments, brakes 
and oil changes. 

The auto shop can service all of your automotive needs.  
For details, call 938-2074 or stop by the West Point Auto 

Shop, which is located behind the Post Offi ce.

• Outdoor Barbecue—Ready for the summer? BBC 
and CYSS invite all West Point 6-12 graders for an outdoor 
barbecue at the Youth Center 3-5 p.m. Wednesday.  

BBC will have great food, indoor and outdoor activities, 
games and prizes for this fun-fi lled afternoon. 

Call 938-3727 to register and for details.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

ONGOING
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Academy salutes Long Gray Line
Alumni Wreath Laying, Review, Distinguished Graduate Award presentation kicks off Graduation Week at West Point

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Wallace Speed found a seat on Thayer Walk 
and enjoyed a cool breeze on a warm and cloudless 
day at West Point. He was early for the Alumni 
Wreath Laying and Review Tuesday and watched 
as dozens of cadets hustled by, wearing their rucks 
and wiping sweat from their faces. 

Speed, a Class of 1963 graduate, learned the 
cadets were completing the ruck march needed to 
qualify for Air Assault School. Some things never 
change at West Point, he said.

“You never see anyone just lying around here,” 
Speed said. “Cadets are always doing something. 
It’s good to return and see some of the good 
things, the traditions, are still enforced and that 
the changes made are improvements.”

Speed was among more than 400 alumni 
attending the day’s events and was also here 
for his 50th reunion, a class which had 504 
graduates. Though the start of Graduation Week 
is all about the alumni, the culminating event is 
the graduation and commissioning of the Class 
of 2013. As a member of the 50-year affi liation 

class, Speed shares a unique bond with the soon-
to-be graduates. For him, that began in 2009 
when he made the trip from his Atlanta home and 
participated in the 12-mile trek called March Back 
to mark the completion of Cadet Basic Training 
for the Class of 2013. 

“We sort of moved up and down the march 
column and just talked with the cadets as we 
moved along,” Speed said. “I was tremendously 
impressed with them—their stamina, their 
enthusiasm—it was just great to see, and I get 
the sense it’s probably still there after four years.”

Speed took a shorter hike Tuesday as hundreds 
of alumni made their way from Jefferson Hall to 
Thayer Statue for the wreath laying ceremony. 
After a two-year hiatus due to inclement weather, 
the alumni were clearly enjoying themselves. The 
Class of 1963, wearing special gray caps for the 
occasion, was near the back of the formation. One 
graduate marked time for his colleagues with a 
sharp, “Hup, Hup” as they made their way along 
Diagonal Walk.

Five years ago, retired Maj. Gen. Neil Van 
Sickle joined the alumni while here for his 
70th class reunion. This year, the Class of 1938 

graduate had the distinction of being the “oldest grad” in 
attendance and laid the wreath of yellow roses at the foot 
of the statue. 

“It’s always a thrill to come back to West Point,” Van 
Sickle, 97, said. “You can always relive the best moments 
of your cadet chapter.”

Van Sickle fi rst enlisted in the North Dakota National 
Guard before receiving his appointment to the academy. 
In 1940, the Cavalry offi cer transferred to the Army Air 
Corps and served with the Army Air Forces Antisubmarine 
Command during World War II. In 1944, he fl ew combat 
missions over Japan and by the end of the war Van Sickle 
was deputy commander of the 497th Bombardment Group. 
He retired in 1968 as deputy inspector general at U.S. Air 
Force Headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

In his class yearbook, the Howitzer, he was described as 
“an archer of ability” who could “shoot the bull as well as 
the bow.” Still full of gusto today, the sole ’38 graduate in 
attendance spoke fondly of his time at West Point.

“Well, I was a pretty good archer,” Van Sickle said. “But 
my fondest memory was when a bunch of plebes and I built 
a ski jump up by Delafi eld Pond on the landing hill. In order 
to do that I went to the riding hall and borrowed a team of 
horses. I remember riding a horse up Professors Row to 
Delafi eld Pond where we hitched them up to horse-drawn 
shuttles. We had a lot of fun and it was a good operation.”

Six alumni were honored as this year’s Distinguished 
Graduates and were presented with medallions during 
the Review and feted at a special luncheon hosted by the 
Association of Graduates in Washington Hall. 

Retired Lt. Gen. Robert Yerks was among the recipients 

and said it was a wonderful feeling to have been chosen for 
the award.

“I tell people, in my case, it’s really a longevity award 
since it was 1951 when I graduated,” Yerks said. “It is a 
signifi cant recognition that at least you’ve tried to live by 
‘Duty, Honor, Country.’ At 85, when someone pays you a 
compliment you accept it. There’s not going to be many of 
them left.”

Yerks said he’s very proud to have graduated from the 
academy and has had two sons and a daughter also joining the 
Long Gray Line. In addition, a grandson recently graduated 
from the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School.

Yerks served as a company commander in the Korean 
War when he received the Silver Star with Valor, and then a 
battalion commander in Vietnam.

Even today, the Army slogan “Be All That You Can Be” 
resonates strongly in American pop culture. So successful a 
campaign, Yerks said everybody in the Army was claiming 
credit for it. As the Army’s deputy chief of staff for personnel, 
he was more involved than most. 

“Recruiting was in trouble and the public thought the 
Army was nothing but walking down dusty and muddy 
trails,” Yerks said. “But the Army was as sophisticated as 
any of the other services, of course, and so we did a survey 
and came up with the items and themes that America at that 
time would be attracted to.”

Yerks collaborated with a New York ad agency to explore 
and survey a variety of slogans. While the Army had always 
projected an image as one team, Yerks countered that a 
team cannot be formed until you successfully recruit the 
individual.

“And so, it didn’t go over very well with the Army staff 
… but I made a decision to go with ‘Be All That You Can 
Be.’ It was a great success.”

Retired Gen. John Foss, a Class of 1956 graduate, was 
also grateful to accept the title of Distinguished Graduate. 
The former commander of the Training and Doctrine 
Command and 18th Airborne Corps fi rst enlisted at 18 as a 
paratrooper before receiving his appointment to West Point. 

“I thought it developed us in such a way that we were 
able to do the jobs we had in the Army,” Foss said. “We 
graduated right after the Korean War and it looked like there 
was no more war. Well, it turned out we had plenty of wars.”

Two years in, his Airborne unit was deployed to Lebanon 
for three months, which he described as the fi rst penetration 
into the Middle East by U.S. forces. During his career, Foss 
served two combat tours in Vietnam and commanded 3rd 
Battalion, 12th Infantry.

The demands he said on the Army were great, and 
following the war there was a period of rebuilding the force 
and transitioning away from a draft Army to an all-volunteer 
one. During the Cold War, he served as commandant of the 
Infantry School where the light infantry unit was developed. 

Foss said the Class of 2013 cadets will have challenges 
ahead as they become second lieutenants, but also great 
careers ahead. If he had the opportunity to address the 
graduating class, Foss would tell them to adapt to changes.

“There are lots of things that change, and I would 
tell them not to worry about it,” Foss said. “The men and 
women who graduate from West Point today will fi nd they 
can have a very interesting and exciting life and do a lot for 
their country.”

The six alumni selected as the 2013 Distinguished Graduates joins leaders from the U.S. Military Academy, Garrison and Association of Graduates 
on the Plain to observe the Review by the Corps of Cadets Tuesday. 

Cadet First Captain Brandon Whittington assists retired Maj. Gen. Neil Van Sickle 
in laying a wreath of yellow roses at the foot of Thayer Statue.

The Corps of Cadets makes its way onto the Plain Tuesday during the Alumni Review. 
                                                                                                                            PHOTOS BY TOMMY GILLIGAN/USMA PAO
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Brushing Up

New Pharamacy hours
The Keller Army Community Hospital  Pharmacy now 

has new hours of operations. The hours are: 
• Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.;  
• Closed Thursday afternoons from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

for training;
• Saturday: 8-10 a.m. (call ahead prescription and refill 

pick-up) and 10 a.m.-noon for full pharmacy services.
These changes will help KACH provide safe and 

efficient pharmaceutical services. 
 

May is Women’s Health Month
KACH encourages all women to prioritize their 

physical well-being by scheduling annual screenings and 
exams. To make a preventative health care appointment, 
call 938-7992.

Certain ERs may not be TRICARE authorized
You may have noticed new kinds of “Emergency 

Centers” popping up in your area. It may seem like a 
tempting health care option; however, free-standing 
emergency rooms that are not affiliated with a hospital 
may not be TRICARE-authorized. If a provider, such as 
a free-standing ER, is not authorized then TRICARE is 
prohibited from paying its “facility fees.” 

TRICARE defines an emergency department as an 
organized, hospital-based facility available 24 hours a 
day providing emergency services to patients who need 
immediate medical attention. 

Beneficiaries who seek care at a free-standing ER need 
to ask if the facility is affiliated with a hospital-based 
emergency department. 

If it isn’t, the beneficiary will need to make a decision 
about getting care elsewhere or being responsible for the 
facility charges.

Keller Corner

Rose Emerson, of Girls Scouts at West Point Troop #00186, times a race among the participants of the 
inaugural Field Day May 3 at the West Point Middle School Sports Field.               Photo by laUra Cross

is sharp and error-free. 
Most of all, the ACAP counselor can help the service 

member make the résumé matter by assisting them with 
all the other important pieces of an effective job search— 
networking, researching and interviewing, to name a few.

ACAP Counselors have:
• Professional experience from varying backgrounds;
• Knowledge of best practices in résumés and job 

searches;
• Understanding of military careers as well as civilian 

careers;
• Masters degrees.
“Use your ACAP counselors to good advantage,” Rice 

said. “They are your enablers—your force multipliers as you 
take on the transition to your next phase of life.”

(Editor’s note: West Point offers Transition Assistance 
Program workshops through ACAP. The workshops 
provide information on entitlements and services available, 
including the Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans’ 
Benefits Briefing. Service members who are retiring can 
begin the ACAP process 24 months prior to release from 
active duty, and those separating can begin 18 months prior. 
For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.mil/
eligibility.aspx.htm. The next TAP workshop available at 
West Point starts Tuesday through May 31. Check page 8 
for future TAP workshop dates.)

TRANSITION, 
cont’d from Page 2

By Girl Scouts at West Point Troop #00186
  
A whopping 130 participants attended Girl Scouts at West 

Point’s inaugural Field Day May 3 at the West Point Middle 
School Sports Field. Contestants participated in a total of six 
entertaining games—a horseshoe toss, long jump, mafecking, 
health trivia, beanbag toss and a pentathlon. Additionally, 
participants were dazzled by the effervescence of the event: 
a beautiful, sunny day in a grassy, fresh field with excited 
children running about. 

Volunteers from Girl Scouts at West Point, Service Unit 
#222, and the West Point Middle School’s National Junior 
Honor Society were in charge of each station. 

All students who aided during the event learned 
responsibility, trust and leadership, and NJHS members earned 
service hours. 

When participants arrived at the event, they were greeted 
by Crystal Nelson, one of the Cadette Girl Scouts, and signed 
in at the main center, or “Command Central.”

After receiving a stamp card at “Command Central,” 
children reported to their team leader (assigned by the color 

Plenty of excitement at 
inaugural Girl Scout Field Day

of their card) and then the extravaganza began.  
Partakers ventured to different games, discovering fun and 

entertainment at every station. 
Upon completion of every game, contestants received a 

new stamp or sticker on their custom card. 
When the card was filled up, the “fun discoverers” would 

receive a special satin ribbon from their NJHS team captain.  
The ribbon, designed by Girl Scout Lauren Hamilton, was 

sky blue in color and adorned with a representative symbol 
of sports and Girl Scouts at West Point.  

Ultimately, the extravaganza was a success. Everyone 
had fun and volunteers gained valuable knowledge while 
increasing their levels of responsibility, leadership and trust.

The children who participated, when leaving, were all 
commenting on how much fun they had. 

Many said they’d return next year. Another said, “The 
event was organized, everyone was doing what they were 
supposed to be doing and it was a lot of fun.” 

Claire Wyszynski, a Girl Scout running the Health Trivia 
station said, “Working the station was really enjoyable, fun 
and a great experience for everyone.”  

By Madie Cousar 
Dental Clinic

Congratulations to all the new graduates from the West 
Point DENTAC.

We wish you all the best as you move forward in your 
profession of arms. 

DENTAC has begun a new initiative to concentrate on the 
dental wellness of the Soldiers at West Point. To “Go Dental 

First Class” is to ensure that your dental exam and cleaning 
are completed in one appointment.  

The Saunders USADC has the good fortune to have a new 
hygiene provider on board which maximizes our ability to 
support you and the “Go First Class” initiative.  

All active duty Soldiers serving USMA, the West Point 
Garrison and its tenant units are encouraged to be present 
for their annual exams and hygiene appointments during the 
upcoming summer months.  

Call 938-3121 or 938-2601 to make your appointment 
today.

Remember, anytime is a great time to “Go Dental First 
Class.”
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Army sweeps Holy Cross, next stop NCAAs
The Army baseball team celebrates after earning the Patriot League Tournament championship with a best-of-three game series sweep of Holy Cross Sunday. 
It is back-to-back Patriot League titles for Army as the Black Knights defeated the Crusaders 9-4 and 5-4 and the second straight year they beat Holy Cross for 
the championship.                                       Photo CoUrtEsy of army athlEtiC CommUniCations       

By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

The Army baseball team is heading back to 
the NCAA Regionals for the second consecutive 
season as the third-seeded Black Knights swept 
top-seeded Holy Cross to win the Patriot League 
Championship Series Sunday at Fitton Field in 
Worcester, Mass. 

Senior pitcher Chris Rowley tossed a 
complete game to lead Army (29-21) to a 9-4 
victory in the opening contest, and sophomore 
designated hitter Mark McCants delivered a 
walk-off single with two outs in the bottom of 
the ninth inning of the nightcap as the Black 
Knights posted a 5-4 win to complete the sweep. 

“I think today’s performance is a testament 
to how much this young team has developed 
this season,” Army head coach Joe Sottolano 
said. “It’s a testament to their toughness and 
their belief. I want to thank the entire West 
Point community for its commitment to us; it 
truly is a team and a family, and it shows. I’d 
like to thank our fans for coming out here today 
as well. I also want to thank the coaches and 
the players; everyone bought in, and we have a 
championship to show for it.” 

The Black Knights will learn of their NCAA 
Regional destination Monday when the entire 
64-team field is unveiled at noon on ESPNU. 
It will mark Army’s fifth NCAA appearance in 
the last 10 seasons, and sixth overall. 

Freshman second baseman Grant Van Orden 
went 3-for-3 with three RBIs, and junior first 
baseman Patrick Mescher was 2-for-5 with two 
RBI and two runs scored to help spark Army’s 
offense in the first game. 

McCants, freshman center fielder Jacob 
Page and senior catcher Andrew Johnson each 
posted two hits apiece as the Black Knights 

exploded for nine runs. 
Rowley (9-3) scattered 11 hits and struck 

out four batters en route to his second straight 
complete-game victory on the mound for the 
Black Knights. 

The Patriot League Tournament Most 
Valuable Player, Rowley retired eight batters 
in a row at one point and allowed just two hits 
between the second and seventh innings. 

“I thought Chris was outstanding today,” 
Sottolano said. “He kept his composure the 
entire game and really battled for us out there. 
Chris set the tone in the first game, and was in 
control throughout.” 

Sophomore third baseman Harold Earls 
went 4-for-5 with four runs scored, and McCants 
finished 3-for-5 with three RBIs and one run 
scored to pace Army’s offense in the second 
game. 

Earls, who finished a home run shy of the 
cycle, singled leading off the bottom of the ninth 
inning and eventually scored when McCants 
lined a two-out base hit down the left field line. 

“Harold set the tone in the second game with 
that triple in the first inning, and then he doubled 
his next time up,” Sottolano said. “Mark was 
obviously very clutch today as well; he came 
through with big hits in both games.” 

Sophomore pitcher Brian Hapeman (2-1) 
earned the victory on the mound for the Black 
Knights in the nightcap after tossing 3.1 innings 
of scoreless relief. 

“Brian settled down after getting out of 
the sixth inning, and he was in total command 
out there on the mound,” said Sottolano of his 
sophomore reliever. “Brian has come a long 
way this season; he has worked hard and made 
tremendous improvements.” 

Army took a 3-0 lead in the top of the first 
inning as the Black Knights put together a 

two-out rally against Holy Cross starter Tom 
Marra (4-5). 

The first two Army batters struck out, but 
sophomore shortstop Alex Jensen walked and 
McCants singled through the right side of 
the infield to put runners on first and second. 
Mescher then came through with an RBI single 
to center field, and Page delivered a two-run 
double down the right field line to cap the 
uprising. 

Holy Cross got two runs back in the bottom 
of the first to trim Army’s lead to 3-2. Evan 
Ocello reached on an infield single to begin 
the inning, moved to second base on Andrew 
Barry’s base hit, took third when Patrick Puentes 
bounced out to first base and scored on Jordan 
Enos’ groundout to shortstop. 

Barry, who moved around to third base on 
the consecutive groundouts, scored when Mike 
Ahmed reached on an infield single. 

Marra and Rowley both settled down after 
the first inning, and neither team was able to 
push across another run until the top of the 
seventh when the Black Knights batted around 
and scored five runs on three hits and two 
Holy Cross errors to extend its lead to 8-2. Van 
Orden’s two-run single capped the rally, which 
also included an RBI single by Johnson. 

Holy Cross made it 8-3 in the bottom of 
the eighth inning on Ahmed’s base hit, but the 
Black Knights got that run back in the top of the 
ninth on Van Orden’s run-scoring single. The 
Crusaders capped the scoring in the bottom of 
the ninth on Puentes’ RBI single. 

Puentes and Barry each finished 3-for-5 to 
lead Holy Cross offensively. Ahmed and Ocello 
both collected two hits, with Ocello scoring a 
pair of runs and Ahmed totaling two RBIs. 

Marra permitted three runs (two earned) on 
five hits and three walks in six innings. He had 

four strikeouts. 
Holy Cross stranded the bases loaded in the 

top of the first inning in the nightcap, and Army 
took a 1-0 lead in the bottom of the frame as 
Earls tripled over the head of Ocello in right 
field with one out and scored when McCants 
hammered a triple of his own into the gap in 
right center field. 

The Crusaders tied the score at 1-1 in the top 
of the third inning on Brandon Cipolla’s RBI 
double. Ahmed reached on a fielding error, stole 
second base and scored when Cipolla ripped a 
line drive into the gap in left center field. 

Army reclaimed the lead in the bottom of 
the third, scoring an unearned run to establish 
a 2-1 advantage. 

Earls doubled to right center field leading off 
the inning and scored when Ahmed committing 
a throwing error after fielding Jensen’s sacrifice 
bunt. 

Holy Cross knotted the score at 2-2 in the 
top of the fifth inning as the Crusaders scored a 
run without the aid of a hit. HC took advantage 
of three walks and one hit batsman to plate the 
game-tying run. 

The Black Knights responded in the 
bottom of the fifth with two runs on two hits 
to grab a 4-2 lead. Earls singled to begin the 
inning, stole second and scored when McCants 
grounded an RBI single through the drawn-in 
infield. McCants then advanced to third base on 
Mescher’s base hit and scored when Page lifted 
a sacrifice fly to center field. 

The Crusaders rallied again in the top of 
the sixth inning, scoring a pair of runs to tie the 
game at 4-4. 

Hapeman and Holy Cross reliever John 
Colella (2-4) held both offenses at bay in the 
seventh or eighth innings, setting the stage for 
Army’s ninth-inning dramatics. 
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Houston rallies to defeat Army at Regionals
Story and photos by Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

Haley Outon’s leadoff home run in the top 
of the fifth ignited a four-run rally as Houston 
erased a one-run deficit, and Bailey Watts threw 
shutout ball to record the save in a 7-5 defeat 
of Army (35-26) in an elimination game at 
the 2013 NCAA Austin Regional Tournament 
hosted by Texas at McCombs Field May 18. 

The Cougars (41-19) jumped out to a 1-0 
lead in the top of the first inning on Holly 
Anderson’s RBI double chasing home leadoff 
batter Katie St. Pierre, who was hit by a pitch. 

After stranding a runner at third base in 
the second inning, sophomore pitcher Morgan 
Lashley (29-14) was touched for a pair of runs 
as Houston padded its lead to 3-0 in the third 
inning after capitalizing on two hits, a pair of 
walks and a sacrifice fly. 

Army’s first opportunity to score came in the 
bottom of the third inning as the Black Knights 
took advantage of four hits, along with an error, 
to score four runs and pull ahead 4-3. 

Freshman designated hitter Bernadette 
Cardon drew a leadoff walk and moved to third 
when sophomore first baseman Ali Cleinmark 
reached on a fielding error by the second 
baseman for Army’s first scoring chance. Junior 
left fielder Amanda Nguyen’s infield single 
drove in Cardon. 

Freshman center fielder Christina McKone 
reached on a fielder’s choice with Nguyen 
moving to second and Cleinmark thrown out 
heading to third base. Freshman third baseman 
Kasey McCravey (2-for-4 with two runs scored) 
beat out an infield hit to load the bases. 

Senior second baseman Alex Reynolds’ bunt 
knocked in Nguyen along with chasing starter 
Summer Groholski as the Black Knights drew 
to 3-2 of the Cougars. 

After Diedre Outon (13-8) took over the 
circle with bases loaded, Army tied the score 
3-3 on junior shortstop April Ortenzo’s sac bunt 
that drove in McKone. Sophomore catcher Rae 

Anne Payleitner’s RBI single sent McCravey 
home for the go-ahead run (4-3) before Outon 
nipped Army’s rally as the Black Knights batted 
around in that inning. 

Lashley worked her way out of a bases-
loaded jam in the top of the fourth when 
McCravey turned a double play, getting the 
force at third and throwing out the runner headed 
to first base. 

Houston broke loose in the top of the fifth 
scoring four runs on five hits with the other half 
of the Outon twins, Haley, helping her sister’s 
cause with a leadoff homer that tied the game 
and ignited the Cougars rally as three of their 
five hits went for extra bases. Jaime Edwards 
drove in the tie-breaking run with Julia Pecina’s 
RBI triple and Katie St. Pierre’s single providing 
insurance runs as Houston pulled out to a 7-4 
lead. 

Army was not done yet as the Black Knights 
scored a run in the bottom of the fifth when 
Reynolds’ grounder was misplaced by the 
shortstop and drove in McCravey, who ripped 
a one-out double and moved to third on a wild 
pitch. Diedre Outon stranded runners at first 
and second. 

The Black Knights opened the sixth with 
three straight hits by Cardon, Cleinmark and 
Nguyen to chase Outon. Watts took over the 
circle and retired the side on back-to-back 
strikeouts and a flyout in getting out of the 
bases-loaded jam. 

Army challenged again in the seventh with 
Ortenzo leading off with a single up the middle 
and moving around on a fielder’s choice and 
single by junior right fielder Marina Northup. 
With runners in the corners, Watts got out on 
a strikeout and groundout as Houston takes 
on South Carolina, who fell to No. 4 Texas, 
11-2 (five), in another elimination game later 
in the day. 

The Black Knights collected 10 hits off three 
pitchers with Nguyen and McCravey with two 
and Reynolds with two RBIs in tying her school 
single-season record with 45. 

Senior second baseman Alex Reynolds catches a ball from freshman third 
baseman Kasey McCravey during Army’s 7-5 loss to Houston at the 2013 NCAA 
Austin Regional May 18.         

Freshman third baseman Kasey McCravey rips a base hit during Army’s 7-5 
loss to Houston at the 2013 NCAA Austin Regional May 18. McCravey finished 
the game 2-for-4 with two runs scored.         


