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Ninth straight title, NCAAs next
The Army women’s tennis team celebrates after winning its ninth consecutive Patriot League tournament title and 14th overall with a 4-1 victory over rival 
Navy Sunday at Malek Courts. Army will travel to Los Angeles to play UCLA in the fi rst round of the NCAAs May 10-11.          MaDy salVani/arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

For the third year in a row, Army and rival Navy squared 
off for the Patriot League Championship and, once again, the 
result remained the same as the Black Knights defeated the 
Midshipmen, 4-1, Sunday at Malek Courts. Winning its ninth-
straight conference title and 14th overall, Army earned the Patriot 
League’s automatic berth to the NCAA Tournament. 

Helping to provide the Black Knights fi rst (doubles) and last 
point (singles) of the match, junior Della Taylor took home the 
John “Pat” Rooney Award as the tournament’s Most Valuable 
Player. Taylor’s come-from-behind 6-2, 4-6, 6-1 win at No. 6 
singles clinched the match. 

Taylor opened the day playing alongside younger sister, 
Elle, atop the Black Knights’ doubles lineup. The pair took 
down Navy’s Erin Snook and Noelle Kaufmann, 8-2, and was 
the fi rst match to fi nish. 

Senior co-captain Erin Colton and junior Jamila Paul 
secured the doubles point in Army’s favor with an 8-1 win at 

No. 2 doubles, while junior Margaret Iliev and freshman Carolyn 
Pitman held a 7-2 advantage when play was called. 

Navy threw its only counter-punch of the day when it tied the 
match, 1-1, with a straight-set win at No. 1 singles. The bottom of 
Army’s lineup took care of business from that point on, fi nishing 
in order to secure the win. 

Pitman made quick work of Navy’s Logan Antill with a 6-1, 
6-1 win at No. 4 singles. Freshman Gabriella Spindler was not 

far behind as she edged out Midshipman Stefanie Ton, 6-4, 6-2, 
in the fi fth fl ight. Spindler’s win gave the Black Knights a 3-1 
lead with three matches still playing. 

Paul rebounded from a 3-6 loss in the opening set and was 
approaching a third-set win in the second fl ight, while freshman 
Eva Sung battled back-and-forth with Navy’s Darien Sears at No. 
3. However, across the way, Della Taylor dialed in and authored 
a dominating third-set performance in the match-clinching effort. 
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By the Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security

From 2-8 p.m. Friday, the Military Police will establish Traffic Control 
Points on Mills Road, on the east side of Michie stadium, to support the 
Army-Johns Hopkins lacrosse game, Black Knights Alley events and 
other activities.

During this time, Mills Road will be closed from the Stony/Mills 

Road intersection down to Herbert Hall.  
Anyone traveling up to the stadium during these traffic restrictions 

will be relegated to use Howze Place on the west side of the stadium.  
Plan your travel accordingly around this area during these necessary 

traffic measures.
For details about the road closure, contact Luke Pagan, DPTMS 

antiterrorism specialist, at 938-8859.

PV CORRECTION
The Page 4 article in the April 11 

Pointer View titled, “Cadets explore medical 
profession at Walter Reed” was incorrectly 
credited to Capt. John Zehnpfenning. The 
article and photo were both provided by 
Class of 2014 Cadet Michael Gotschall. We 
apologize for this mistake. 

Garrison names NCO/Soldier of the Year
Recently, the U.S. Army Garrison–West Point held its 2013 Noncommissioned Officer and Soldier of the Year competition. The mission was to select the 
outstanding NCO and Soldier to represent the USAG–WP at the Installation Management Command Regional NCO/Soldier of the Year competition in late 
April. This year’s winners were Sgt. John A. Shoemaker and Spc. Jesse D. Kane, both from the Military Police Company. The competitors were assessed on 
their depth of military knowledge in many subject areas, including weapons qualification, the Army Physical Fitness Test, appearance, hands-on performance 
testing, military bearing, reporting procedures, oral expression and military courtesy. (Above) Pictured from the left are Garrison Commander Col. Dane 
D. Rideout, Shoemaker, Kane, Greg Dyson, USAA representative; Wilfred Plumley, deputy garrison commander; and Command Sgt. Maj. Kevin Fauntleroy, 
the garrison CSM.                                  Courtesy Photo
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Cadets, midshipmen prepare for officership 
with a final focus on mission command

(Left) Today, Capt. Chris Cordova works at Keller Army Community Hospital, but 
it wasn’t long ago when he served as a squadron physician assistant at Combat 
Outpost Keating. Cordova and three other Soldiers shared their stories from 
that combat tour at the 2013 Mission Command Conference April 22-24. (Above) 
Command Sgt. Maj. Robin Duane (far left), the senior noncommissioned officer 
for the Corps of Cadets, joined a panel to discuss developing the Officer-NCO 
command team.           Photos by John Pellino/DPtMs 

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

A hundred officers and noncommissioned officers throughout 
the Army’s operational force and centers of excellence were 
hand-picked to serve as mentors for nearly 1,100 U.S. Military 
Academy and ROTC cadets and Naval Academy midshipmen 
at the 2013 Mission Command Conference April 22-24. 

The conference was hosted by the Simon Center for 
the Professional Military Ethic, which was established to 
develop, coordinate and integrate the professional military 
ethic into the curriculum and activities of the Corps of Cadets. 
This conference, however, is designed specifically for the 
graduating class.

“It focuses graduating cadets on why they’re really here at 
West Point because when that day arrives they’re also going to 
be commissioned as officers,” Col. George Donovan, SCPME 
director, said. “This conference serves to answer any questions 
they might still have about what it means to be an officer and 
what their lives might be like. It also motivates and inspires 
them to focus on receiving that commission and prepare for 
what comes after.” 

Retired Navy Capt. Mark Adamshick, the SCPME Class 
of 1969 Chair for the Study of Officership, describes mission 
command as blending the art of command with the science of 
control into warfighting functions. The doctrine was introduced 
in 2012 and replaced what was previously known as battle 
command, which was first taught more than a decade ago at 
the academy as an elective by retired Gen. Frederick Franks Jr.

“He covered what has essentially now grown into MX400, 
which is the capstone course that all seniors have to take at 
West Point,” Adamshick said. “After he did this for a couple 
semesters, it was realized a gap existed in the transition from 
being a cadet to being an officer. So what MX400 does is 
help bridge this gap between the cadet identity and the officer 
identity.”

The first day of the Mission Command Conference, now 
in its 16th year, was mostly about the mentors—during which 

they orientated themselves to West Point and how they would 
interact with cadets.

“We describe the goals of our program and then train them 
up for what they’ll be doing the next day,” Donovan said. “It’s 

a fairly long day of preparation—they have to understand their 
roles and get an idea for what type of questions they might be 
asked. We wanted to form a collective team that, in some ways, 
presents a unified vision of what it means to be an officer.”

The theme of this year’s conference centered on mission 
command in transition, framed in the concept of “Character, 
Competence and Leadership.” Franks addressed the mentors 
about what he hoped they would accomplish.

“In our end state, we want these cadets and midshipmen 
to have the truest understanding of what it means to be an 
officer in the discharge of their duties,” Franks said, “and to 
have these abstract principles validated in concrete reality in 
your stories and experiences.”

Franks, himself a mentor at West Point as the Class of 
1966 chair in the Professional Military Ethic, said it was their 
task to pass along “experience, wisdom, savvy know-how 
and the legacy of our profession.” Franks asked the mentors 
to talk to cadets about the warrior ethos, resiliency and the 
wide range of competencies developed and demonstrated in 
their field.

“How do you build character and how do you build that 
inner toughness in your organizations? Where does it come 
from and how do you sustain it when the going really gets 
tough? Please talk to them about that,” Franks asked.

During the conference, groups of cadets and midshipmen 
were paired with a junior officer and NCO for a variety of 
activities—the Leader-to-Leader Challenge which offered 
vignettes on operational adaptability in Afghanistan, NCO-
Officer Panels that discussed building those key relationships 
and a panel on planning and conducting real world training 
programs.

One session was led by four Soldiers who had been 
deployed to Combat Outpost Keating in Afghanistan during 
the battle for which Staff Sgt. Clinton Romesha received the 
Medal of Honor.

“Four guys who were there—a medic, a platoon leader, 
a company commander and a senior NCO—they stood up in 

See MISSION COMMAND, Page 5

Lt. Gen. Daniel B. Allyn, commanding general of the 18th 
Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, was the keynote speaker 
April 22 at the 16th annual Mission Command Conference.
The U.S. Military Academy Class of 1981 graduate spoke 
to roughly 1,100 cadets and midshipmen from West Point, 
the U.S. Naval Academy and more than 70 ROTC colleges 
and universities.                                            Mike strasser/PV



4 May 2, 2013 Pointer View  

Mock stadium explosion tests West Point’s readiness
Story and photos by 
Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

It’s a beautiful, sunny 
spring day. A perfect day for 
the U.S. Military Academy 
graduation at Michie Stadium. 
The last cadet has received his 
diploma and has returned to 
his seat. His hand is on his hat 
preparing to toss it high in the 
air while hundreds of  waiting 
children run in hopes to capture a hat; not only 
as a memento, but to retrieve treats cadets leave 
as parting gifts.

Suddenly, there is a deafening sound, loud 
enough to knock people off their feet—an 
explosion––and then another one––and there’s 
pungent smell.

The scene in the stadium was horrifying. 
Body parts scattered across the field and in 
the stands; people hurt––some with shrapnel 
embedded in heads, arms and limbs while others 
were running, trying to escape.

A simulated explosion occurred April 23 at 
Michie Stadium during a mock graduation. Two 
mock improvised explosive devices laced with 
chlorine gas went off within seconds of each 
other incurring mass causalities. 

As in a real-life emergency, traffic 
restrictions around the stadium were put in 
place as vehicles were rerouted around the west 
side of the stadium. 

Emergency response vehicles from Keller 
Army Community Hospital and HAZMAT 

units responded. 
An announcement was made over the public 

address system advising participants to exit 
the stadium. First responders, firefighters and 
hospital personnel tended to the injured and 
escorted people to waiting ambulances.

“Our exercise focus is broader than 
most,” Chris Hennen, an emergency plans 
specialist with the Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization and Security, said. 
“Many planners do a single event, several hours 
for first-responder exercises. In fact, IMCOM’s 
plan for supporting installation exercises is 
structured on a one-day event. We, however, see 
the necessity and value of engaging the entire 
community over a lengthier period and across all 
constituencies. Getting cadets to participate is 
a joint effort among the leadership with getting 
their support, USCC and Garrison.”

Nearly 500 cadets helped in the force 
protection exercises and many enjoyed the 
experience as well as learning something in 
the process.

“I’m excited,” Class of 2016 Cadet Madison 

West Point firefighters move a casualty to a secure staging area following a bombing 
at Michie Stadium April 23 during a mock force protection exercise. Two bombs 
went off during a simulated graduation ceremony which prompted West Point first 
responders into action.
Hill said. “This is the best detail I have been 
on all year.”

The weeklong force protection exercises 
that began April 19 were designed to assess 
the efficiency of West Point emergency 
preparedness. Organizations throughout the 
installation were tasked with updating and 
assessing their emergency action plans. 

The West Point Schools and Child 
Development Centers rehearsed bomb threat 
response procedures, and the Corps of Cadets 
conducted an evacuation drill from Central Area 
to the Holleder Center.

Each year, force protection exercises focus 
on different types of emergencies. Last year, 
it was responding to an active shooter, again 
involving the community. 

Lock downs (shelter in place) were initiated 
and lasted until an all-clear announcement was 

made. 
In 2011, force protection exercises involved 

a train derailment with a possible chemical spill, 
which involved medical, fire and hazardous 
material and emergency response personnel.

Planning for these exercises requires at 
least six months of planning and staging with 
representatives from a broad range of internal 
and area organizations. 

Exercises also include community awareness 
and emergency preparedness activities to inform 
and engage the community, implementation, 
assessment of USCC evacuation, relocation, 
accountability and recover procedures, and 
a simulated disaster, with response and 
consequence management activities occurring 
over a two-day period.

“I really think we do these exercises very 
well,” Hennen said.

Spc. Spencer Keck, West Point Military Police, and Maj. Timothy Valentine, 
regimental chaplain, were the first on the scene to assist Class of 2016 Cadet Jordan 
Wood during a force protection simulated exercise at Michie Stadium April 23.

Cadets evacuate Michie Stadium during the force 
protection exercise April 23.
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MISSION COMMAND, 
cont’d from Page 3

Retired Gen. Frederick Franks Jr., visiting scholar and Class of 1966 chair in the Professional Military 
Ethic, addressed the mentors April 22 on the importance of using their experience and expertise to convey 
mission command to roughly 1,100 graduating cadets and midshipmen during the 2013 Mission Command 
Conference, hosted by the Simon Center for the Professional Military Ethic.                          Mike strasser/PV

front of a roomful of cadets and mentors and shared their stories,” 
Adamshick, who served as a conference mentor, said. “It was 
really a cool, interactive experience for the cadets to actually see 
these Soldiers and hear their sides of the battle.”

The stories were paused while table discussions allowed 
participants to bring mission command into context and also 
rotate among other mentors for broader learning opportunities. 

Lt. Gen. Daniel Allyn, 18th Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg 
commanding general, was the conference’s keynote speaker and 
said the profession of arms is not only a passion but a sacred trust.

“If I could convey to you all one message above all from your 
time here tonight that we share together it would be to understand 
the passion of our calling and the passion of our profession,” 
Allyn said. “There is none other like it on our planet. None.”

In the transition to leadership, Allyn advised them to lean 
heavily on their noncommissioned offi cers, to whom he described 
as “the single greatest secret weapon on the planet.”

“It’s a Noncommissioned Offi cer Corps that, frankly, when 
I joined the Army in the early ‘80s was already on its rise as the 
professional envy of the world,” Allyn said. “They have much 
to teach you, you have much to learn and they will teach you 
in far greater magnitude and quantity if they know you are a 
listening leader.”

Allyn said mistakes will be made and leaders must allow for 
lessons to be learned as a team.

“You’re going to have an opportunity to create the 
environment that becomes the climate for which your platoon 
and company operates,” Allyn said. “I would encourage and 
inspire you to make it a learning environment.”

However, discovery learning is a bad leadership approach.
“That is where you stumble through life and discover all 

the things you could have learned from your teammates,” Allyn 
said. “A learning organization is one that seeks every opportunity 
to leverage the experience of their peers, their superiors and 
subordinates to ensure a mistake made a week ago, a month 
ago, three deployments ago is not revisited upon your Soldiers.”

What impressed Class of 2013 Cadet Stuart Caudill most 
about the conference was having a company-sized group of 
mentors who supplied practical information that would have 
immediate relevance to life after West Point.

“We got to hear a lot about what we will be experiencing after 
graduation, and I thought the NCO-Offi cer panel really explained 
the relationships we need to build,” Caudill said. “We also asked 
questions during another panel on how to lead training.”

Caudill said between the MX400 course and all the related 
military science and professional military ethic studies, cadets 
may have heard a lot of this before, but perhaps are more attentive 
now that commissioning day draws near. Adamshick said there 
is truth to that and the conference provides that fi nal forum to 
get any last-minute questions answered.

“My experience is that most West Point cadets, by the time 
they’re fi rsties, have heard it all and they are ready to get out of 
here,” Adamshick said. “But for them to be able to sit down one 
last time with some real leaders—many of them who know these 
mentors as former graduates—and say, ‘I’m going to be you in a 
couple of weeks, what’s it like?’ and to sit with NCOs with 15, 
maybe 18 years experience, and ask them what it takes to be a 
successful leader … it’s just an incredible opportunity for them.”

www.fl ickr.com/photos/west_point/

AT WEST POINT ON
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Cadet aCtivities Update

Scuba Club certifies 23 divers
Team members of the U.S. Military Academy Scuba Club 

certified 20 basic and three advanced divers during the last 
Open Water class of the academic year April 27-28. Basic 
students demonstrated their ability to remain calm underwater 
and toured the underwater dive park at Dutch Springs, Pa. 

The advanced students learned how to use a dry suit, 
what it takes to dive at night and how it feels to dive in 
deeper waters. The final dive of the weekend was a team 
tradition where the firsties wear their dress gray uniform 
in lieu of a wetsuit to say a final farewell to Dutch Springs 
and their career as a NAUI diving instructor at the academy. 
Pictured above are, from left: Class of 2013 Cadets Chris 
Dibiase, Matthew Fitzpatrick, Jared Rinehart and Luke 
Hutchison. 

Bass Fishing teams compete
Two Bass Fishing teams competed in the FLW College 

Fishing division April 26 at Smith Mountain Lake, Va. The 
team of Class of 2013 Cadet David Collins and Class of 2015 
Cadet Parker Hite landed two bass and finished in the top 
half of the 50-boat field. Collins and Hite missed qualifying 
for the Northern Regionals by only one pound. 

Cadets record with West Point Band
The Pipes and Drums Club completed its first recording 

session with Staff Sgt. Brandi Lane of the West Point Band. 
The cadets recorded on the main stage of Eisenhower Hall 
Theatre where they played their first of three sessions 
of recorded material. The cadets are learning a lot about 
fine tuning music, editing and the musical production 
process. This is an exciting project that will open up many 
opportunities for the band, and allow their music to be 
appreciated outside of the West Point community. 

Team Handball wins national championship
The Men’s Team Handball Club traveled to the University 

of North Carolina in Chapel Hill April 19-21 to compete 
in the College National Championships. West Point Black 
(Varsity) and West Point Gold (Junior Varsity) both had strong 
performances in their pool play games as Gold went 4-0 
behind the strong goalie play from Class of 2015 Cadet David 
Brown and defense from Class of 2014 Cadet Sean Boyle. 

Black also swept through their pool at 3-0 with Class 
of 2013 Cadet Jonathan Hunter impressing the crowd with 
his athletic defense and Class of 2013 Cadet James Jenkins 
dominating on the offensive end. In their semifinal matchups, 
Black was able to squeeze by North Carolina 23-20 after 
some timely late plays were made by Class of 2013 Cadet 
Dion Watts. Gold was also victorious by defeating the Tar 
Heels 32-17, which set up an all West Point final for the 
fourth straight year. 

A close game at half time, the Black team was able to pull 
away behind the senior leadership from its captains, Class of 
2013 Cadet Craig Champlin and Ian Emory. The West Point 
varisty team ended up winning 34-19. This was West Point’s 
seventh consecutive national championship and 26th overall. 

Women’s Lacrosse beats 
Air Force, Coast Guard

The West Point Women’s Lacrosse Team hosted the U.S. Air Force Academy and U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
at Daly Field April 27-28 and defeated both teams 15-13 and 17-4, respectively.                           Mike strasser/PV

G-1 cadets take on massive CDC project

Approximately 60 cadets from 
Company G-1 recently completed 
a community service project 
at the Stony Lonesome Child 
Development Center. These 
cadets spent hours spreading 
mulch on the playgrounds and 
made every effort to complete 
this massive project, which was 
spearheaded by Class of 2013 
Cadet Benjamin Ketchum with 
Capt. Matthew Rottinghaus, the 
tactical officer-in-charge. 
         Photos ProViDeD by Co. G-1
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Small Unit Tactics Club 
ends semester with FTX
Story and photos by the 
West Point Small Unit Tactics Club

The Small Unit Tactics Club conducted its  
final field training exercise in the West Point 
training areas April 27-28. 

The club conducted a forced foot march 
into sector, tactical movement over terrain, a 
dynamic air assault raid demonstration, two day 
and night raids and an ambush. 

Training ran continuously for more than 
24 hours, exposing cadets to the physical and 
mental challenges of long-duration operations. 
Class of 2014 Cadet Andrew Carlson, the 
platoon leader, was forced to lead his platoon 
under tough conditions at night under a 
compressed timeline. 

During the joint FTX, 25 members of the 
club teamed with six members of the U.S. Navy 
Sea Cadet Corps from the New England-based 
Harlan R. Dickson Division. 

While accomplishing their primary training 
objectives, club members also had to integrate 
their attachments and train them on primary 
equipment. This was excellent training for future 
officers who will most likely have to integrate 
host nation forces into operations during their 
careers. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Garrett Kennedy, 
the platoon sergeant, was recognized by 
the Sea Cadets as extremely professional, 
knowledgeable and key to their integration into 
training. With the camping grounds at Lake 
Frederick as their first objective, the SUTC gave 
an assault demonstration for the Scoutmaster’s 
Council’s annual Boy Scout Camporee. 

Members of the 2nd Aviation Detachment 
provided lift for the assault force with the 
USMA Lakota aircraft and exposed the cadets to 
the necessary planning and coordination needed 
for assaults. After his last operation with the club 

Members of the Small Unit Tactics Team participate in an air assault raid during 
their final field training exercise of the academic year.

The West Point Small Unit Tactics Team gathers with members of the U.S. Navy 
Sea Cadet Corps during a joint field training exercise.

The West Point Small Unit Tactics 
Team made an appearance at the 
Scoutmaster’s Council Camporee at 
Lake Frederick and  provided an assault 
demonstration for the Scouts there.
as the assault element lead, outgoing cadet-in-
charge Class of 2013 Cadet Matthew Berman, 
managed a static display of the club’s weapons 
and equipment. The SUTC demonstration set the 
tone for a great camporee and was recognized 
by the Scoutmaster’s Council as the best in 
recent memory. The FTX allowed the club to 
demonstrate proficiency on the tasks they have 
been training for all year and showcased their 
demonstration and outreach capabilities on 
behalf of the Department of Military Instruction 
and the U.S. Corps of Cadets.

The FTX was also a great way to bring new 
members into the club and strengthen esprit 
de corps.
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Graduating Mule Rider 
presented with trophy
Class of 2013 Cadet Nels Estvold was honored April 12 by the commandant 
of cadets at a ceremony where he was awarded the newly-cast Mule Rider 
perpetual trophy to recognize his four years of service, dedication and 
professionalism to West Point as a mule rider. Estvold is pictured above 
with fellow mule rider, Class of 2014 Cadet Katherine Deaton and Peter and 
Sherry Cashman, mule trainers.    Photo by beV CooPer/DPtMs

Celebrating our planet

Some of West Point’s youngest community members look in wonder at the 
stuffed wild beaver and lynx on display at the West Point Recycling Center 
during the facility’s open house April 26. 

EARTH DAY 2013

Cameron Robbins receives a free face painting at the West Point Recycling 
Center April 26 during an open house in celebration of Earth Day. The Recycling 
Center opens its doors for children and adults every year to show how they 
recycle boxes and paper to keep from polluting the earth. Photos by kathy eastwooD/PV
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Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Afghanistan has seen its fair share of war, from the Russian 
invasion in 1979, to tribal warfare and the U.S. invasion in 2001 
in response to terrorist attacks of 9/11.

Twelve years later, insurgent fighting still continues, but 
Afghanistan now has a new democratic government with the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan established under President 
Hamid Karzai in 2004. 

Although Afghanistan is ethnically diverse and ethnic 
groups are frequently in conflict with each other, Afghanistan’s 
leaders have increasingly recognized that if they are to sustain a 
democracy, the animosities of ethnic groups need to cease, thus 
the Afghan government established the Afghan National Army 
to help establish a new national identity. It was thought that one 
way to develop cohesion between the differing ethnicities is to 
recruit members from all ethnic groups, and the composition 
of the Army now represents the diverse population as a whole. 

In 2003, Afghanistan’s Ministry of Defense and the U.S. 
Army’s Office of Military Cooperation––Afghanistan (OMC–A) 
agreed to establish a military academy to provide the ANA with 
a well-educated and capable officer corps. The OMC-A decided 
on a four-year degree program modeled on the U.S. Military 
Academy. 

West Point had a prominent role in establishing the National 
Military Academy of Afghanistan when the Military Academy 
Implementation Team was created consisting of faculty and staff 
members from USMA who deployed to Afghanistan to lend 
their expertise in planning, admissions, military training, faculty 
development and academic disciplines. Many USMA faculty and 
staff members deployed or volunteered for the building mission.

The site of a temporary National Military Academy of 
Afghanistan in 2005, when the academy first opened its doors, 
was the former Air Academy near Kabul Airport. The academy 
moved last year near the Afghan National Defense University 
at Qargha, located on the far west side of Kabul.

In March, NMAA’s fifth graduating class was the largest class 
to date. It is estimated that the Class of 2015 will graduate 600.

Col. Steven Ressler, professor and department head of Civil 
and Mechanical Engineering, and other engineering faculty 
members who deployed to Afghanistan in the spring and summer 
of 2007 to establish the new program of civil engineering for 
NMAA wrote a paper describing enhancing the curriculum at 

National Military Academy of Afghanistan 
reaches milestone of fifth graduating class

NMAA.
“The new ANA is seen as an important tool for forging a true 

national identity and for subordinating ethnic and tribal loyalties 
to the democratically elected national government,” Ressler said. 
“As such, the ANA has been recruited from all of Afghanistan’s 
ethnic groups, and its composition is roughly representative 
of the population as a whole. The NMAA has been similarly 
constituted with cadets admitted and faculty hired in proportion 
to their respective ethnic groups’ representation in the Afghan 
population.”

Another engineering faculty member, Col. Donna Korycinski, 
academy professor in the Department of Systems Engineering, 
was also deployed to Afghanistan to lend her expertise to the 
newly developed military academy.

“I was deployed as an academic advisor to the Leadership 
and Management Department during the summer of 2009,” 
Korycinski said. “It was an amazing experience to work side-
by-side with the Afghanistan instructors and with a fellow 
academic advisor from Turkey. It personally gave me hope for 
their country’s future, and it was especially exciting to see the 
admission of female cadets.”

One of the faculty members deployed was Dr. Bruce Keith, 
professor and associate dean of the Academic Board.

“I deployed for three months in 2005-06 as the lead academic 
advisor,” Keith said. “I was responsible for developing the first 
five-year strategic plan for NMAA. Shortly after my arrival, I 
was also assigned the lead to select the second class of incoming 
students from approximately 1,005 applicants; with room for 
250.”

The NMAA admitted 120 men offering three academic majors 
in 2005 and 84 graduated in 2009. A medical program began and 
the first female cadet was admitted in 2009. 

“One thing we sought approval for in the strategic plan 
was the admission of female students into the academy,” Keith 
said. “This outcome occurred with 10 female students accepted 
into the academy around 2010. I considered this step a huge 
accomplishment. Essentially, we were attempting to establish 
a military academy that had the potential to build capacity for 
the country and leaders for the Afghan Army in much the same 
way as West Point has done in the U.S. I am pleased to learn that 
the academy has graduated yet another class of (275) students 
(March 13.)”

Afghan Army Col. Lajward Kanin, Leadership and 
Management Department head at the National 
Military Academy of Afghanistan, discusses in 2010 
the plan for launching the management major with 
Maj. Aram Donigian, an instructor at the U.S. Military 
Academy Department of Behavioral Sciences and 
Leadership.                   Photo ProViDeD by MaJ. araM DoniGian

Lt.  Col John Hartke, 
U.S. Military Academy 
p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e 
Department of Physics 
and Nuclear Engineering, 
in his role as senior military 
adviser and team chief 
at the National Military 
Academy of Afghanistan, 
with assistance from one 
of the French advisers, 
lowered and folded the 
American flag after flying 
it for the last time in 2012 
over the initial location of 
NMAA, as the school and 
the mentors moved to the 
new location in Qargha. 
Photo ProViDeD by lt. Col. John 
hartke
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A compass, map and four amazing races 
Orienteering Meet challenges runners of all ages
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

People who can’t see the forest for the trees should probably stay 
out of the woods. But those with an exceptional sense of direction, 
attention to details and fleet-footed reaction time are well-suited to 
the sport of orienteering.

The West Point Orienteering Club hosted the 2013 Orienteering 
Meet in and around Camp Buckner and West Point April 27-28 with 
more than 250 competitors participating in one or more of the four 
races.

It’s a physically and mentally taxing race against the clock. With 
only a map and compass, runners have to find a series of control points 
while moving—fast. Sure, some people stop for a few breaths to 
orientate themselves, but most of the navigation happens on the move. 
It’s no walk in the park, to be sure—sometimes there’s bloodshed. One 
bad stumble over a log or a narrow shortcut through some sharp brush 
is all it takes to leave some skin behind on the course.

“I think orienteering is a lot more mentally challenging as opposed 
to just running, which is purely physical,” one club member said. “In 
a running race, you turn left or right and move fast. Here you have to 
be at 12 exact locations and figure out how to get there.”

Based on a person’s physical ability, that might mean sprinting a 
steep incline or choosing a different route to avoid the hill.

Orienteering is very much a European sport. There was a couple 
from Denmark taking a U.S. vacation and spent the weekend competing 
at West Point. Another competitor hailed from the Czech Republic and 
several others were from Canada (Go Ottawa Orienteering!). 

Since land navigation is a basic Soldier skill, it might be 
presumptuous to think the sport attracts a large military crowd. The 
club’s officer-in-charge, Col. Michael Hendricks, said that while 
quite a few of the American competitors had prior military service, 
competitive orienteering is for all ages and experience levels. It may 
not be as popular in America, but there were plenty of representatives 
from across the states, to include some runners from the New Jersey 
Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps and students from the 
Fork Union Military Academy in Virginia.

It takes months of planning for the two-day event. Each of the 
four races—two middle and two sprint-level courses—were designed 
by cadets. Class of 2015 Cadet John Hensley Williams created the 
first day’s middle race at Camp Buckner and said the courses were 
sanctioned by USA Orienteering in February. He had experience 
designing two courses for local races in his hometown of Atlanta, but 
this was his first national-level race. The key, he said, was getting the 
right balance between horizontal distance and vertical climb.

Williams asked competitors at the finish line what they thought 

The final sprint race at the 2013 West Point 
Orienteering Meet started in the woody 
area near Flirtation Walk, but runners soon 
found themselves negotiating a more urban 
environment near Trophy Point.

(Above, right) All it takes is a map and a 
compass to compete in an Orienteering 
Meet, and more than 250 runners 
grabbed their gear for four races at West 
Point April 27-28.

Clutching her map in one hand, a competitor 
maneuvers around the trees as she moves downhill 
from the top of the Ski Slope during the 2013 West 
Point Orienteering Meet. 

about the race, and referred to the maps for areas that might 
have been too confusing, difficult or easy. 

“I’m looking to see if they had fun and if they thought 
it was challenging,” Williams said. “I don’t want it to be so 
challenging that it’s not fun, and not too fun that it’s easy.”

He said everything he learned from the racers would 
help them in future event planning. 

“The complexity of running an orienteering meet is 
good training for these future Army lieutenants,” Hendricks 
said. “The points on the course have to be exactly located 
in the right spot on the right side of the correct boulder so 

the level of detail they need 
is really good for them to 
learn.”

T h e  a f t e r n o o n ’ s 
sprint race—one that is 
much shorter distance and 
therefore a shorter time 
limit—is based in a more 
urban environment. At 
Camp Buckner, this meant 
that competitors had to 
orientate themselves in and 
around the barracks area. 

“The complexity of it—
trying to figure out which 
one you’re in can become 
very interesting,” Hendricks 
said. “And then on the next 
day, a race around Trophy 
Point offers a completely 

different environment that people are really interested to see.”
Before competitors could enjoy the afternoon’s scenic view 

around Flirtation Walk and Trophy Point, racers started the 
second day high up on the Ski Slope, which made for some 
interesting maneuvering down the rocky terrain and into the 
woods.

“West Point has a lot of technical navigation to it—lots of 
boulders, rocks and hills, so it makes for a lot of opportunities 
for challenging courses,” Hendricks said.

Hendricks said the meet, in its 34th year, also serves as a 
training event for the club. 

“We use the orienteering maps to set all the summer land 
navigation courses so we can plan the training faster and with 
great accuracy,” Hendricks said.

As good as the Orienteering Club is at running a meet, they 
are equally good at competing. The team recently secured its 35th 
intercollegiate national title and had two members selected as 
alternates on the 2013 Junior World Orienteering Championship 
Team.

“Indivudally, our cadets do very well against others in their 
age in competition,” Hendricks said. “We usually send two or 
three every other year to the World University Orienteering 
Championships. Getting on that team becomes a big deal for 
the cadets.”
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The 51st West Point Scoutmaster’s Council 
Camporee welcomed 187 Boy Scout, Girl Scout, 
Venture, Civil Air Patrol, Sea Base and other 
youth development troops from as far away as 
Michigan to one of the most anticipated scouting 
events of the year at Lake Frederick April 26-28.

This year’s event honored the memory 
of Class of 2011 graduate, 2nd Lt. David 
Rylander, who died May 2, 2012, in Logar 
Province, Afghanistan of injuries sustained 
when insurgents attacked his unit with an 
improvised explosive device. 

His family attended the camporee and most 
of the 200 cadet volunteers wore his name on 
red T-shirts. 

“Rylander was a prominent member of 
the Scoutmaster’s Council (and Eagle Scout) 
during his time as a cadet,” Col. John Graham, 
Scoutmaster’s Council officer-in-charge, said. 
“He was the cadet in charge of organizing and 
executing the closing ceremonies and the pass 
and review.”

Most of the cadets are or were Scouts and 
many, such as Class of 2015 Cadet Conor Haaser 
from Bristol, Tenn., host their hometown troops. 
This is the second time Haaser volunteered at 
the camporee and the second time demonstrating 
the M-240 machine guns to scouts.

One of the scouts who enjoyed handling the 
M-240 was 14-year-old Bradley Settele with 

Troop 358 from Barrington, N.H.
“I’ve been in the Scouts for four years and I 

love it,” Settele said. “I quit for awhile, but then 
I came back to it. I love learning things like what 
to do with a snake bite or how to treat frost bite.”

The camporee is packed with activities and 
competitions. Scouts compete for points and the 
troop with the most points will be recognized 
at the awards ceremony on the last day of the 
event. Many of the competitions expand on what 
Scouts have already learned such as knot tying 
and fire building. 

But fun competitions were in order such 
as a camouflage contest and grenade toss. The 
fitness challenge required Scouts to race with 
something heavy, such as a tire, over obstacles. 
Scouts then layed on their stomachs, legs around 
the neck of the person behind them, to attempt 
a single push-up in unison. 

Military weaponry seems to be a favorite 
curiosity among the troops. Kyle Leach, 16, 
with Troop 82 of Willington, Conn., enjoyed 
handling the AT-4 light armor rocket launcher.

“This is the first time I’ve been to the 
camporee,” Leach said. “It’s really great and I 
really want to go to West Point.” 

Leach said his grades are not that great, but 
he does love to volunteer and does so at his 
school and for his community.

“I come from a long line of firefighters, so 
I’m a firefighter at home,” he said. “I went to 
the Connecticut Fire Academy last summer and 
will be going again soon.”

Camporee welcomes thousands to Lake Frederick
This year, the Scoutmaster’s Council event honors 
memory of fallen ‘11 graduate 2nd Lt. David Rylander

Class of 2015 Cadet Francis (Alex) 
Beaudette enjoyed the experience of the 
camporee.

“One aspect of the camporee that I will not 
forget is sponsoring a troop,” Beaudette said. 
“It was one of the best experiences I’ve had as 
a cadet and it was all because of how motivated 
they were for each event. I definitely hope they 

will come next year so that I can sponsor them 
again. My only regret is that I was not a Scout 
for very long, so I could not relate to them very 
well on that level; however, I tried to use my 
experience as a cadet to illustrate the similarities 
between leadership at West Point and in a group 
such as the Boy Scouts, and how important 
quality leadership can be.” 

Class of 2016 Cadet Brady Carroll demonstrates the assembly of the 
M-240 machine gun to Troop 358 from Barrington, N.H., April 27, during the 
Scoutmaster’s Council Camporee at Lake Frederick.

Cadet volunteers help Scouts push off from the beach at Lake Frederick April 27 for the Zodiac Paddle challenge at the 51st annual Scoutmaster’s Council Camporee. 
Scout troops began arriving the afternoon of April 26 and camped for three nights.
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OUTSIDE THE GATES

SPORTS

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. All ages and experience levels are 
welcome. The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 
1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, contact diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.
kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vet Clinic schedule
The West Point Vet Clinic will be conducting weekly clinic 

every Tuesday. 
The clinic is on an appointment-only basis. To schedule an 

appointment, call 938-3817. 

Caregiver and Staff Appreciation Day May 10
The Parent Advisory Council is collecting money until May 

9 to pay lunch for the entire staff at Stony Area CDC, Lee Area 
CDC, School Age Services Building and the Youth Center as a 
way of saying “thank you.”  There are drop boxes at each building 
and any size donation is welcome. 

For details or to assist with this event May 10, email 
westpointpac@gmail.com.

Army Athletic Rummage Sale
There is an Army Athletic Rummage Sale from 10 a.m.-

7:30 p.m. Friday at Michie Stadium’s Gate 1.
There will be many items available to include football 

game jerseys, bowl game jerseys, practice jerseys, cleats, 
socks, T-shirts, shorts, sweatshirts, sweatpants, gym bags 
and duffel bags.  

West Point School Field Day
The Girl Scouts at West Point are hosting a Field Day 

from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Friday at the field behind the West Point 
Schools. The students must be registered through the Youth 
Center to participate. 

For details, email cadetteandupgirlscoutswp@gmail.com.

West Point Cadet String Ensemble spring concert
The West Point Cadet String Ensemble, under the 

direction of the U.S. Military Academy Band Commander, 
Lt. Col. Jim Keene, will perform its spring concert at 1 p.m. 
Sunday in the Haig Room of Jefferson Hall.  

Celebrate the closing of the academic year with classic 
pieces by Bach and Vivaldi as well as some more modern 
favorites. Light refreshments will follow.

For details, contact Maj. Benjamin T. Gatzke at 938-5660.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or five-day 

events designed to assist separating or retiring servicemembers 
in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• May 28-31; 
• June 10-14; 
• *June 24-28. 
(Note: *Executive/Retirement TAP Workshops include a 

full-day of retirement-specific presentations.)
Registration is required. Contact the ACAP Office at 938-

0634. 

Army Education Center
John Jay College Master of Public Administration Program 

Zumba Master Class at Sacred Heart gym
The West Point/Highland Falls Rotary Club is hosting a 

Zumba Master Class from noon-1:30 p.m. Saturday at the Sacred 
Heart gym, 7 Cozzens Avenue in Highland Falls. Registration 
will start at 11:30 a.m.

There will be five Zumba instructors providing new moves 
and more action. 

There is a small donation per person, with proceeds going to 
the Rotary Club’s Scholarship Fund.

For details, visit http://rotary-wphf.org/zumba.html.

4 Paws Humane Society Yard Sale
There is a 4 Paws Humane Society Yard Sale from 9 a.m.-2 

p.m. May 4-5 at 63 Old State Road in Highland Falls.
Donations are also being accepted at the Yard Sale.                 
For details, contact Dr. Nancy Beeman at 845-499-9646.

West Point/Town of Highlands Farmers Market
The West Point/Town of Highlands Farmers Market will 

sponsor a Spring Market Preview event from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. May 
11 at the Holy Innocents Church, Main Street. 

There will be an array of food, locally handmade crafts items, 
cakes and cupcakes, guitar music and grilled lunch specials. 

For details, visit the West Point/Town of Highlands Farmers 
Market Facebook page or call Olga Anderson at 917-509-1200.

Guided Mother’s Day Hike
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum is offering a Guided 

Hike for Moms at the Outdoor Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, 
across from 174 Angola Road, in Cornwall at 10 a.m. May 12. 

Take the family on a guided walk along the stroller friendly 
and gentle trails of the Outdoor Discovery Center to seek out the 
sights and sounds of spring. 

For details, visit www.hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-
534-5506, ext. 204.

CoMMunity
Volkssport Club of West Point

Join the Volkssport Club at West Point May 11 for its annual 
spring walk in conjunction with the West Point FMWR 5/10 
km run.

Walkers will leave the start point after the runners begin their 
race at approximately 9 a.m.

Register for the 11km and 6km trails beginning at 8 a.m. near 
the entrance to the West Point Bowling Alley. 

Parking is available at Buffalo Soldier Field. A Photo ID is 
required for entrance to West Point.

This walk passes Kosciuszko’s Garden, onto Target Hill Field 
and joins Flirtation Walk. The 6 km trail passes South Dock and 
parallels the Hudson River. 

Trails are primarily sidewalks but there is some grass and 
natural surface. A walking stick is recommended.

For details, call Joan Kimmel at 845-462-6845 or visit www.
ava.org/clubs/westpoint.

Graduation Regimental Reception Volunteers needed
This year, Lt. Gen. and Mrs. David H. Huntoon will host four 

receptions for all graduating cadets, families and guests in the 
Eisenhower Hall Ballroom.  

An event like this takes a great deal of work, so there is a need 
for your help, as a volunteer, to create a memorable experience 
for our guests.  

Volunteers will represent the superintendent as servers for 
the event, serving beverages and light snacks at each of the 
refreshment tables. 

If you are a civilian, the reception location is your official 
duty station during the session you volunteer for. 

There are four shifts to choose from:  
• Shift 1—1:30-3 p.m. May 22 (1st Regiment);
• Shift 2—3:30-5 p.m. May 22 (2nd Regiment);
• Shift 3—1:30-3 p.m. May 23 (3rd Regiment);
• Shift 4—3:30-5 p.m. May 23 (4th Regiment);
If you are interested in donating your time as a server, contact 

the USMA Protocol Office no later than May 15. For details, 
contact Christina Overstreet at Christina.overstreet@usma.edu 
or Jesse Hernandez jesse.hernandez@usma.edu.

 
DFAC closure

The Dining Facility at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School will be closed to outside guests during lunch hours May 
17. This closure is so the DFAC can provide a graduation award 
lunch for cadet candidates and their parents.  

Dinner will also not be served due the graduation banquet 
at 5 p.m.

The DFAC will reopen May 20 at normal feeding times.

at West Point is now accepting new students for the summer 
and fall sessions.

For details, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite administrator, at 
446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

Free computer training at Jefferson Hall
The IETD Computer Training Program, in its fourth year, is 

offering free basic computer courses on Word 2007,  Excel 2007, 
PowerPoint 2007, Outlook 2007,  SharePoint 2010, Windows 7, 
“How to Use an iPad” and “Basic Computer Skills.” 

Also offered is short “How To” courses on specific features 
such as “Managing Calendars” and “Scheduling Events and 
Meetings” in Outlook 2007. 

The courses are open to anyone working at or affiliated with 
the U.S. Military Academy such as cadets, staff and faculty, 
USMA spouses, participants of the Wounded Warrior program 
and USMA volunteers. 

The class schedule is available on the USMA Portal 
SharePoint Calendar. 

Contact Thomas A. Gorman for details at 845-938-1186 or 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu.



13May 2, 2013Pointer View  

• Sustainability Day—Sustainability Day is scheduled 
from 1:30-4:30 p.m. May 8 at Dragon Park in Stony II. There 
are free fl owers available for BBC residents, children’s 
craft activities, information about community supported 
agriculture and a great opportunity to recycle your old 
electronics, including computer equipment, televisions and 
cell phones. 

• National Chocolate Chip Day—Stop by 132 Bartlett 
Loop May 15 to sit, chat and have freshly made chocolate 
chip cookies. We’ll also be serving your favorite Java or tea.

Friday—Escape from 
Planet Earth, PG, 7:30 
p.m.
Saturday—Snitch, PG-
13, 7:30 p.m.
S a t u r d a y —
Admission, PG-13, 
9:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.
com/ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.) 

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

USMA Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through May 9
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 2-9
Channels 8/23

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

By Sherman L. Fleek
USMA Command Historian

 
One of the greatest tactical victories in 

American history occurred near a small, rural 
intersection of turnpikes and overland roads 
near the Chancellor Inn a few miles west of 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

There some 150,000 Americans were locked in 
vicious combat April 30-May 6, 1863, where more 
than 3,000 were killed in action, another 20,000 
wounded and the added grief of yet another major 
bloodbath in the American Civil War. 

Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army of 
Northern Virginia triumphed over Maj. Gen. 
Joseph Hooker’s Army of the Potomac with less 
than half the strength. It was Lee’s incredible 
boldness that won this very complex tactical battle. 

Lee (USMA Class of 1829) acted in the face 
of overwhelming numbers in enemy soldiers, 
artillery and advantageous tactical positions by 
dividing his smaller army no less than three times 

and presided over a crushing defeat to Hooker’s 
army. 

By any standard, the Confederate victory was 
an astounding achievement especially when one 
realizes that initially Hooker (USMA Class of 
1837) had maneuvered half of his army, crossed a 
major river and advanced upon Lee’s rear gaining 
a tactical surprise in the process.

Reacting with sheer audacity while risking 
his army, Lee regained the initiative, conducted 
a circling fl anking movement, attacked at every 
chance he could, delayed and repelled superior 
Union elements and then drove Hooker and his 
routed army north across the Rappahannock River.

After a string a signifi cant victories through 
the summer, fall and winter of 1862, except at 
Antietam in September, Lee and his vaunted Army 
of Northern Virginia gained the laurels of victory 
they deserved. 

Lee also by this time in the spring of 1863 
considered his men and army invincible; but, he 
soon learned the opposite in July at Gettysburg.

Lee’s Masterpiece: Chancellorsville 1863Arbor Day planting
T e e n s  f r o m 
the West Point 
c o m m u n i t y 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
W e s t  P o i n t 
Youth Services 
assisted in an 
Arbor Day tree 
planting Apri l 
17. The nearly 20 
teens assisted 
B o b  J o n e s , 
the West Point 
agronomist, in 
planting the tree 
near the Youth 
Services facility.  
          Courtesy Photo

By Lt. Col. Kay L. Emerson
West Point Diversity Offi cer

There are two reporting options for sexual assaults: restricted 
reports and unrestricted reports. 

Sexual assault affects individuals, families, the workplace 
and communities.  Men and women suffer the short- and long-
term trauma of sexual assault.  

Sexual assault victims often suffer in silence—silence 
brought on by fear, shame and embarrassment. Fear, that if 
they seek help, they will be blamed for the assault; shame, in 
which the victim questions, “How could I allow this to happen 
to me?”; and embarrassment, where the victim thinks “I don’t 
want anyone to know this happened to me.”

Restricted reporting of sexual assault: Intended to give 
a victim additional time and increased control over the release 
and management of personal information and to empower the 
victim to seek relevant information and support to make informed 
decisions about participating in a criminal investigation. 

This reporting option is for victims, who desire confi dentiality, 
medical care, treatment and counseling, but do not desire 
the involvement of law enforcement offi cials or an offi cial 
investigation by CID. Available to all Soldiers and cadets, 
restricted reports can be made only to the following: 

• Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC); 
• An individual known to the victim to be a trained Victim 

Advocate; 
• Family Advocacy Clinical Social Worker;
• Health care provider.  
Reporting to anyone else could result in an unrestricted report. 

A restricted report does not trigger an offi cial investigation as law 
enforcement and the command are not notifi ed.  Communications 
with legal assistance attorneys and chaplains are confi dential.  

Discussing the situation with a legal assistance attorney or 
a chaplain does not initiate a restricted report.

A restricted report provides the victim the opportunity for 
safety planning, counseling, medical care (to include a forensic 
examination) if requested or needed for the victim A restricted 
report can be changed to unrestricted at any time.  

Under New York State Law, there is no requirement for 
mandatory reporting of sexual assault by a victim to law 

Sexual Assault reporting options 
and resources: We are here for you

enforcement.  
Unrestricted reporting of sexual assault: Available to all 

active duty military and Cadets. Unrestricted reports can be made 
to the SARC, an individual known to the victim to be a trained 
Victim Advocate, a Family Advocacy Clinical Social Worker, 
a health care provider, law enforcement (CID or the Military 
Police), Unit Commanders and/or First Sergeants.  

An unrestricted report will trigger an offi cial investigation 
through law enforcement and command leadership will be 
notifi ed.  Coaches, instructors, cadet sponsors, and fellow cadets 
are required to report allegations of sexual assault if they are 
aware of incidents.

An unrestricted report provides the victim with safety 
planning to include the option for expedited transfer to another 
unit or assignment, opportunity for counseling, medical care 
(to include a forensic exam) if requested or needed, and an 
assessment of the situation with supportive services provided.  
The command leadership is a part of this process and will issue 
a Military Protection Order as required.  An unrestricted report 
cannot be changed to restricted. 

Listed below are some of the resources available in our 
community (on and off post) for all Soldiers, cadets, civilian 
employees and adult family members:

• West Point SHARP Helpline (call or text)—845-659-7467; 
• DOD Safe Helpline—1-877-995-5247 (call or text) or visit 

www.safehelpline.org;
• SHARP Program Manager and SARC, Emerson—call 

845-938-0508 or 845-590-1249;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Missy Rosol—call 938-7479 or 845-

401-3476;
• Garrison SARC, Shelley Ariosto—call 938-3369 or 914-

382-8041;
• Installation Victim Advocate, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 

or 914-382-8180;
• Mental Health Association in Orange County, Inc., Rape 

Crisis Program Helpline—call 1-800-832-1200;
• Military Police Desk—call 938-3333;
• Social Work Service—call 938-3441 or 845-591-7215;
• Keller Army Community Hospital Emergency Room—call 

938-4004.
  Preventing sexual assault is everyone’s responsibility.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE YOUTHS

2013 AER Campaign ends May 15 
The 2013 AER Campaign goal for the West Point community 

is set at $75,000. As the campaign heads into the fi nal weeks, 
consider supporting this worthwhile cause.  

The money you contribute today directly supports Soldiers 
emergency needs—providing them the peace of mind to focus 
on their mission.  

Contributions can be made by contacting your unit key-
person, visiting www.aerhq.org or contacting Amy Weyhrauch 
at 938-5839.

Morgan Farm Memorial Day Weekend Kennel Specials 
Get four days of boarding for the price of three during Morgan 

Farm’s Memorial Day Weekend special. Drop your pet off May 
23 during regular business hours and pick-up is May 28 during 
regular business hours. Morgan Farm will also board rabbits, 
guinea pigs and other furry friends.

There are no pick-ups or drop-offs on Memorial Day.
Did you know Morgan Farm also has dog grooming services? 

For information on rates and to make an appointment, call the 
farm today.

 For reservations or details, call 938-3926. 

Volunteering at West Point
Do you volunteer at West Point? If so, did you know you 

should be registered and logging hours in the Army’s online 
Volunteer Management Information System? 

There are numerous benefi ts to tracking your hours, both for 
you and for our community. 

In addition, registration in VMIS is an eligibility requirement 
for installation-level volunteer recognition, including Black and 
Gold Awards and attendance at the annual Volunteer Recognition 
event during National Volunteer Week.  

Step-by-step instructions for registering and logging 
hours can be found online at www.westpointmwr.com/avc/
volunteers_how_to_guide.pdf. 

For details, call 938-3655 or email christina.overstreet@
usma.edu. 

FMWR Fitness Center Co-op
The FMWR Fitness Center Co-op is dedicated to helping 

parents who want to get fi t, but fi nd it diffi cult with an infant or 
toddler to get to the gym. The co-op runs between 8:45-11:15 
p.m. Monday-Friday and is open for children from 6 weeks to 5 
years old who are registered with the CDC. 

Every shift has at least 2-3 parents volunteering at a time, so 
you’re never on your own. The next session runs until June 5. 

For details, contact msurry@hotmail.com or jonijimstar@
yahoo.com.

The Million T-Shirt March Against Bullying
The West Point community is participating in the nation’s 

largest and most ambitious anti-bullying rally ever attempted, 
The Million T-Shirt March Against Bullying. 

West Point wants to be a part of more than a million people 
nationwide—all wearing the same anti-bullying shirt. This is also 
an attempt to set a Guinness World Record of “the most people 
wearing the same shirt on the same day.” 

Community support in the fi ght against bullying is vital. 
This event is scheduled from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Thursday at the 

FMWR Fitness Center. Registration/sign in begins at 2:45 p.m. 
T-shirts are limited and will be on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 

basis. For details, call 938-0628.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Enjoy our traditional Mother’s Day Brunch at the West Point 

Club from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. May 12 in its Grand Ballroom. 
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Kids Fishing Derby
The Kids Fishing Derby, presented by FMWR and the West 

Point Bass Club, is scheduled from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday at 
Round Pond Recreation Area. It is open to all anglers ages 5-15 
who are residents of West Point, Stewart Air Base and the Town 
of Highlands or a child of a West Point employee. 

A safety clinic will be held from 9-9:30 a.m. Lunch will be 
served at 11 a.m. Awards and a raffl e will be held at 12:15 p.m. 

There is a minimal cost for youth and adults.
It is free for families of deployed Soldiers. Pre-registration 

is recommended. For details, call 938-2503.

ONGOINGMilitary Spouse Appreciation Day
Join FMWR for an instructional cooking class provided by 

the West Point Club from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Friday at the Lee CDC 
Demonstration Kitchen for Military Spouse Appreciation Day.  

There will be door prizes, light refreshments and free jewelry 
cleaning by Warrior Gems.  

Reservations are required, email amy.rodick@usma.edu or 
call 938-0628 for details.

Summer Softball Leagues
The FMWR Sports Offi ce will conduct a summer softball 

league open to all eligible USMA personnel 18 years of age 
and older. Personnel interested in entering a team, contact Jim 
McGuinness at 938-3066 or email jim.mcguinness@usma.edu.  

Deadline for team entries is May 9. Games are played from 
6-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday. League play will start May 28.

‘80s Night
Slip back to the past with ‘80s Night from 7-11 p.m. May 

10 at the West Point Club’s Benny Haven Lounge. There will be  
‘80s music and dancing. 

For details, call 938-5120. 

West Point 5K/10K
Registration is now open for the annual West Point 5K/10K 

scheduled for 8 a.m. May 11 at Buffalo Soldier Field. 
The 10K race is a qualifi er for the FMWR and BOSS-

sponsored teams for the Army 10-Miler.
To register, go to active.com, keyword “West Point” or call 

938-4690 for details. 

USAG Golf Scramble
Come out to the West Point Golf Course for a 1 p.m. shotgun 

start May 16 for a four-person team golf scramble tournament. 
It is open to all Garrison Soldiers and employees, as well as 

the West Point community. USAG Soldiers and employees can 
have up to three guests on their team. Price includes a golf cart, 
prizes and dinner. Greens fees are not included. Mulligans will 
also be available.

Day of tournament check-in will be from 11:45 a.m.-12:45 
p.m. Call the Pro Shop at 938-2435 or email megan.shapiro@
usma.edu to sign your team up now.

2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest
Whether you are a novice or an accomplished artist, there is 

a category for everyone: ceramics, digital art, drawings, fi bers/
textiles, glass, metals/jewelry, mixed media, paintings and wood. 

Submission dates for the 2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest 
runs through June 30.  

Enter online at https://apps/imcom.army.mil/apptracmain 
or call the Arts and Crafts Shop at 938-4812.

Children 5 years and younger always eat free. 
For details, call 938-5120.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
The Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps offer either 

English or Western style riding for beginners and one class for 
intermediate riders. 

The camps are scheduled June 28-Aug. 23 for a total of seven 
weeks. Morgan Farm offers three-day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Wednesday-
Friday; or fi ve-day riding camps, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Friday. 
There is a minimal fee for these camps. 

For details, call 938-3926.

Strong BANDS Fitness events
Join the FMWR Fitness Center during regular operating 

hours May 16 for a bench press competition and May 21 for the 
pull-up competition.

Winners of the bench press and pull-up competition will have 
their names featured on our Brag Wall. They will also have the 
opportunity to enter online to win prizes. 

For details, call the FMWR Fitness Center front desk at 
938-6490.

Arts and Crafts Shop May classes
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop is offering sewing 

classes with Jana from 5-7 p.m. every Tuesday evening in May.
The shop is also offering other classes in May to include:
• Mommy and Me class to create a Mother’s Day plate or 

mug, 10-11 a.m., Saturday;
• Army stepping stones class for the garden, 5-7 p.m., May 9;
• A photography class with Jana, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., May 

11;
• Baking class with Wendy. Baking perfect cupcakes, 5-7 

p.m., May 16 at the Lee Area CDC.
Registration and payment required for all classes. 
For details, call 938-4812.

Summer hours for West Point Arts and Crafts Shop
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop will have adjusted 

hours for the summer beginning June 1 that runs through Sept. 2.
Summer hours will be: 
• Monday—by appointment;
• Tuesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Wednesday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Thursday—9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
• Friday—by appointment;  
• Saturday and Sunday—closed. 
The Arts and Crafts Shop will still be available for group 

events and birthday parties in the evenings and Saturdays. Call 
to schedule at least two weeks in advance.  

Fridays in July, the shop will be taking its show on the road.  
For a schedule of classes and locations, visit westpointmwr.

com/art. For details, call 938-4812. 
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Senior second baseman Alex Reynolds’ two home runs 
led Army to a sweep of Lafayette Sunday. Reynolds 
finished the weekend going 6-for-15.            Courtesy Photo

sPorts

Softball sweeps Lafayette, reaches 30 wins
By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

The Army softball team closed out regular season Patriot 
League competition by sweeping a doubleheader from 
Lafayette Sunday en route to completing a four-game weekend 
sweep of the Leopards at Metzgar Fields in Easton, Pa. 

Army posted its second straight 30-win season and third 
in the last four years. 

The Black Knights (30-20, 12-8 PL) made excellent use 
of the long ball in both wins. Sophomore catcher Rae Anne 
Payleitner’s two-run blast in the top of the seventh snapped 
a tied game in lifting Army to a 7-5 win in the opener, and 
senior second baseman Alex Reynolds, 3-for-4 with four RBI 
and three runs scored, smacked a pair of homers in an 8-3 
nightcap decision. 

Sophomore pitcher Morgan Lashley (24-10) provided 
Army solid pitching in both wins Sunday and all four over 
the weekend posting a 1.63 ERA over 30 innings as the 
Black Knights retained their hold as the No. 2 seed for the 
tournament in May. 

Army jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the opener on junior 
right fielder Marina Northup’s RBI fielder’s choice and 
junior shortstop April Ortenzo’s RBI groundout in the first 
inning chasing home junior left fielder Amanda Nguyen and 
freshman center fielder Christian McKone, who led off with 
back-to-back singles. RBI singles by McKone and freshman 
third baseman Kasey McCravey in the second inning boosted 
Army’s lead to 4-0. 

The Black Knights added a single run in the top of the 
fourth on McCravey’s RBI single scoring Nguyen, who led off 
with a single, stole second and advanced to third on McKone’s 
groundout, to pad Army's lead to 5-0. 

The Leopards (11-41, 4-16 PL) rallied with five straight 
runs to tie the score behind three runs in the fourth and two in 
the sixth inning. Amy Gebhardt’s two-run double closed out a 
three-run fourth with Jordan Parsons’ two-run single knocking 
in Bryn Gronick, hit by a pitch, and Victoria Vergona, who 
doubled, with one out in the sixth. 

With the go-ahead run at second base, Lashley, who 
scattered seven hits, fanned four and did not walk a batter, 
stranded the runner on a groundout and strikeout. After Army 
went ahead in the top of the seventh, Lashley mowed down 

the side on back-to-back groundouts and a strikeout in the 
bottom half. 

Army snapped the 5-5 tie in the top of the seventh with 
two outs. Sophomore designated hitter Jewels Steurer drew the 
lone walk off reliever Gornick (2-13) followed by Payleitner’s 
home run to center field delivering the go-ahead and insurance 
runs. The round-tripper was her first of the season and career 
fifth. 

The Black Knights raked two Lafayette pitchers for 14 hits 
with Nguyen and McCravey collecting three each along with 
two by McKone with six others getting a hit. 

In the nightcap, Army again jumped out to a 2-0 lead in 
the first inning keyed by Reynolds’ home run with McCravey, 
who walked, aboard. 

After stranding four runners over the next three frames, 
Army drove in a pair of runs in the top of the fifth inning on 
Northup’s RBI single scoring Reynolds, who reached on an 
error and stole second, for the first run and she crossed on the 
second error in that inning for a 4-0 advantage. 

Lafayette added a run in the bottom half on Madeline 
Allen's two-out single to center field. After failing to get a hit 
in the sixth inning, Army raked Gornick (2-14) for four hits and 
four runs in the seventh keyed by Reynolds and Payleitner’s 
two-run homers. Reynolds knocked in McCravey, who led 
off with a single, and Payleitner drove in Northup, who 
doubled. It was Reynolds second round-tripper of the game 
and Payleitner's second in the twinbill. 

Lafayette scored a pair of runs in the bottom of the seventh 
off freshman pitcher Braetana Roy before the young hurler 
nipped the rally on a grounder to the first baseman with runners 
at second and third. 

The Black Knights collected 12 hits off Gornick with three 
each by Reynolds and Northup along with two by Ortenzo. 

Army outhit Lafayette 26-14 the final day with Reynolds 
and McCravey each batting .571 (4-for-7). Reynolds drove in 
four runs and scored three times, with McCravey knocking 
in two and scoring twice. Nguyen scored three times and 
Payleitner drove in four runs. 

Army batted .301 in the weekend series with Nguyen 
hitting .500 (8-for-16) followed by Reynolds and McCravey at 
.400 (6-for-15). Reynolds had six RBI and Payleitner had five 
in the series. Reynolds scored four runs and posted a slugging 
percentage of .800. 

S o p h o m o r e  p i t c h e r 
Morgan Lashley pitches 
a solid weekend against 
Lafayette with four wins 
and a 1.63 earned run 
average over four games. 
Lashley now has 24 wins 
during the season that 
has led to Army’s second 
consecutive 30-win season. 
With the four wins, Army 
has solidified the second 
seed in the Patriot League 
Tournament in May.    
M a D y  s a lVa n i /a r M y  a t h l e t i C 
CoMMuniCations
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Thursday—Baseball vs. 
Hartford, Doubleday Field, 3:30 
p.m.

Saturday—Softball vs. Fairleigh 
Dickinson (DH), Doubleday 
Field, 1 p.m.

Saturday—Baseball vs. Nyack, 
Doubleday Field, 1 p.m.

Sunday—Baseball vs. Chestnut 
Hill, Doubleday Field, 1 p.m.

Home schedule
May 2-9

Featured event: Friday, 7:30 p.m.
By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Marcus Plunkett was named 
Rookie of the Year and sophomore Robby Hill 
and junior Brandon Baerwaldt earned all-league 
honors as Army finished third at the Patriot 
League Championship, Sunday at Saucon Valley 
Country Club.

Plunkett placed second and became just 
the second Army golfer to earn Rookie of the 
Year plaudits. 

Hill and Baerwaldt both placed in the top-10 
to collect second-team all-league honors. It is the 
first Patriot League honor for all three golfers.

"Congratulations to Marcus, Robby and 
Brandon," said Army golf coach Brian Watts. 
"They fought back and were able to finish in 
the top-10."

Army finished third as a team, shooting a 
915 over 54 holes. Host Lehigh won the event 
and earned the Patriot League’s automatic berth 
to the NCAA Tournament with an 898. Navy 
was second at 905. 

Bucknell finished fourth (929), followed by 
Lafayette (948), Holy Cross (950) and Colgate 
(965).

“We knew we needed to get off to a good 

start in order to put pressure on the teams in 
front of us,” Watts said. “Unfortunately, we 
struggled early and were never able to do that. 
But, the team battled back on the back nine. This 
will be a learning experience for the team and, 
hopefully, we can grow from that. Hopefully, the 
guys will come back next fall ready to play as 
our tournament schedule gets tougher.”

Army finished third as a team, shooting a 
915 over 54 holes. 

Host Lehigh won the event and earned the 
Patriot League's automatic berth to the NCAA 
Tournament with an 898. Navy was second at 
905. Bucknell finished fourth (929), followed by 
Lafayette (948), Holy Cross (950) and Colgate 
(965).

Plunkett fired a final round three-over-par 
75 and finished second by a stroke over Chris 
House of Navy at 220. 

Plunkett earned first-team all-league 
accolades and joins senior Matt Philie as the 
only two Army Rookies of the Year.

Hill came through with a 76 in the final 
round and tied for sixth with a 227. Baerwaldt 
played his way onto the second team by shooting 
a 75 on Sunday and tying for ninth. 

Both Baerwaldt and Hill improved by two 
spots when they started the final round.

Plunkett finishes second at 
PLs, named Rookie of the Year

Coach K Awards
The seventh annual Mike Krzyzewski Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Character Through Sport Awards were presented to three coaches and three 
cadet athletes at the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center April 25. 
While Coach Krzyzewski wasn’t there to honor the awardees, Col. Gregory 
Daniels, Department of Physical Education director, presented the awardees 
with their certificate and Coach K medal. The awards are given to an athlete 
and coach in each sport category within the Corps of Cadets—Corps Squad, 
Competitive Club and Company Athletics. The 2013 recipients were Class of 
2013 Cadet Ella Ellis (Corps Squad, men’s basketball), Class of 2013 Cadet 
Anne Lee (Competitive Club, women’s rugby) Class of 2013 Cadet Robert 
Downey (Company Athletics, team handball), Zach Spiker (Corps Squad, 
men’s basketball coach), Capt. David Lai (Competitive Club, men’s crew 
coach) and Maj. Laura McKenna (Company Athletics, floor hockey). These 
awards recognize the outstanding commitment to the development of noble 
character through athletic participation and leadership of the recipients.  
        Photos by toMMy GilliGan/usMa Pao

(Above) Col. Gregory Daniels, Master of the Sword, presents the Mike 
Krzyzewski Award for Excellence in Teaching Character Through Sport Award 
to Class of 2013 Cadet Ella Ellis. Ellis, Class of 2013 Cadets Anne Lee (far 
left) and Robert Downey earned the cadet awards. 


