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Recognizing national champs
U.S. Military Academy Superintendent David H. Huntoon Jr. recognizes the Judo team for its recent success at the 2013 Judo Collegiate Nationals in the 
Thayer Award Room April 4. Team members earned 62 wins in several categories while earning the men’s and women’s novice national championship. The 
superintendent also acknowledged the pistol and orienteering club teams for their recent national championships at the same ceremony.    Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao
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In support of Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment Prevention Month and 
Month of the Military Child, Army Community Service sponsors the annual 
Walk A Mile event near Thayer Statue April 3. (Above) Cadets, faculty and 
community members walked a mile in observance of adults and children 
affected by sexual assault, harrassment and abuse. Pinwheels were also 
placed on the lawn in support of Month of the Military Child.    
                                Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao

By Dr. Christopher G. Hennen
DPTMS Emergency Plans Specialist

Although West Point has served as an 
impregnable citadel of Army values for more 
than 200 years, it is not similarly invincible from 
the acts of a determined adversary. As members 
of this community, we all must be prepared—
through education and action—to respond 
rapidly and capably to a full range of potential 
natural and manmade hazards. Readiness is our 
most potent defense against any threat, however, 
the question is, “Are you ready?” 

West Point authorities are committed to 
ensuring the health, safety and welfare of lives, 
the protection of property and the sustainment 
of essential operations should an incident occur.  

Normal day-to-day procedures usually are 
not sufficient for assessing effective emergency 
preparedness and response, as extraordinary 
emergency measures must be implemented 
quickly if loss of life, property, utilities and 
operations are to be kept to a minimum. 

A full-scale exercise provides a way to 
put theory to the test in a real-time, real-world 
environment and gain the in-depth learning that 
only a special experience can provide.

After almost six months of planning, 

a multi-day, multi-phased, community-
wide exercise will occur Monday-April 24, 
incorporating elements of community awareness 
and preparedness, antiterrorism, shelter-in-
place and evacuation, chemical detection and 
decontamination, and mass casualty and mass 
care.  

This period of drills, activities and exercises 
will enable West Point leaders and managers, 
emergency first-responders and care-givers, 
host and tenant organizations, off-post mutual 
aid partners and volunteers throughout our 
community to participate in an assessment 
of emergency preparedness procedures and 
capabilities in realistic settings. 

“This year’s emergency preparedness 
exercise will be a great test of our capabilities. 
Each aspect of our weeklong activities is 
designed to look at the gaps that may exist in 
our readiness and response strategies and to 
eliminate them,” Joe Colombo, Chief of Plans 
and Operations, DPTMS, said. “Emergency 
readiness at West Point must be a team effort. 
Preparedness and partnership are two volumes 
of the same book.”

Throughout April, threat awareness and 
preparedness information will be disseminated 
post-wide to inform and engage the West Point 

community. 
Community participation activities will 

be the focus of the readiness strategy from 
Monday-April 19; organizations throughout the 
installation will be updating and assessing their 
emergency action plans.     

On April 22, the monthly Random 
Antiterrorism Measures will be assessed. That 
afternoon, the Corps of Cadets will conduct a 
hasty-evacuation drill from Central Area to the 
Holleder Center. 

At approximately 10 a.m. April 23, the 
exercise will continue with a simulated explosion 
occurring during a mock USMA graduation at 
Michie Stadium. 

During this simulated incident, Keller Army 
Community Hospital personnel will exercise 
their response and care of mass casualties, both 
at the scene and at the hospital. 

To extend the value but not the duration 
of the day’s activities, the exercise resumes on 
the morning of April 24 with the West Point 
Alternate Emergency Operations Center and the 
Emergency Family Assistance Center using the 
same scenario. 

The West Point Schools and Child 
Development Centers will rehearse their bomb 
threat response procedures.

As an incident of this scale would necessitate 
an elevation of the installation security posture, 
the Washington, Stony and Thayer gates will be 
closed for 10-15 minutes between 10:30 and 
11:30 a.m. April 23. 

Additionally, the usual graduation-day 
traffic restrictions around the stadium will be in 
place; vehicles will be rerouted around the west 
side of Michie Stadium from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

While the exercise scenario, extent of 
damage and level of threat are based on a 
hypothetical situation and are not intended as a 
forecast of future terrorist-related events, they 
do reflect the current threat to the United States.

This exercise—the most comprehensive 
undertaken at West Point this year—is part 
of West Point’s continuing commitment to 
obtaining valuable insights to guide our future 
preparedness and response efforts.  

At the final planning meeting, Colombo 
counseled those in attendance: “The safety and 
security of the West Point community is our 
most sacred duty.” 

For details regarding the activities for this 
year’s exercise, contact Joseph Colombo at 
938-2516 or joe.colombo@usma.edu, or Dr. 
Christopher Hennen at 938-7092 or christopher.
hennen@usma.edu. 

Submitted by the Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization and Security

The West Point annual Spring Yard Sale 
is scheduled from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. 
This event will take place rain or shine without 
a makeup date.

Due to the amount of vehicle and foot 
traffic, the Military Police will increase patrols 
throughout the installation, but in particular, all 
the housing areas.  

Residents and guests are reminded to 
remain cautious while driving in and around the 
housing areas and to ensure strict compliance 
with all posted West Point traffic restrictions. 

In accordance with force protection 
directives, all vehicles entering the installation 
without proper identification will be stopped 
and searched. 

General public attending the Spring Yard 
Sale are allowed to enter through all three of 
the Installation’s gates.

Remain vigilant and contact the Military 
Police Desk at 938-3333 if anyone observes 
suspicious individuals or acts such as persons 
taking atypical photographs or asking abnormal 
questions about the installation or West Point.  

Housing residents should report any 
suspicious vehicles that remain in the housing 
areas after the conclusion of the yard sale into 
Sunday.  

Please note that if calling 911 while on 
West Point, you must tell the operator that 
you’re on West Point.  

The operator will divert your call to the 
West Point Military Police.

For  de ta i l s ,  contac t  Luke  Pagan, 
antiterrorism specialist, at 938-8859.   

Yard Sale force 
protection message

Walk A Mile
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Engineering majors welcomed into new Army family

Robert Wolf (left), executive director of the Society of American Military 
Engineers, and Lt. Gen. Thomas Bostick, chief of engineers and commanding 
general of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, present Class of 2013 Cadet Ryan 
Leets with the David M. Fraser Award for Engineering Excellence and Leadership 
at the annual Engineer Dinner March 28 at Eisenhower Hall.

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Society of American Military Engineers 
and the Army Engineer Association honored 
127 engineering majors from the Class of 2013 
into the Army Engineer Regiment March 28 at 
Eisenhower Hall.  

Lt. Gen. Thomas P. Bostick, the 53rd U.S. 
Army chief of engineers and commanding 
general of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
spoke at the ceremony of his years at West Point. 

“I get nervous every time I come back to 
West Point,” Bostick, a Class of 1978 graduate, 
said. “I never thought I should be here. I applied 
to West Point, but I received a letter from my 
congressman that said I wasn’t accepted.”

Bostick said he also wrote to his other 
congressman and senator to no avail. He was 
about to settle for community college when 
someone spoke to him about another way of 
entering West Point.

“He sa id  tha t  s ince  my dad i s  a 
noncommissioned officer, there are presidential 
nominations,” Bostick said. “I got in that way. 
I felt really lucky. I loved West Point; I love 
the sports and the camaraderie. Although I 
remember coming to West Point when there 
used to be a sign that said ‘to West Point’ and 
another one that said, ‘no turning back.’”

Jack O’Neill, executive director of the 
Army Engineer Association, spoke about the 
meaning of the Army Engineer Regiment and 
how it embraces engineers of all ranks and the 
civilian corps.

“Your engineer branch is one of the 
cornerstones of the Army right after the 
infantry,” O’Neill said. 

O’Neill said the American Engineer 

Association fraternity is the nucleus of 
the engineer branch and each cadet in the 
engineering branch is a member of the AEA 
fraternity.

The annual banquet featured the presentation 
of the David M. Fraser Award and the Sapper 
Spirit Award to two outstanding engineering 
cadets. 

Col. Stephen Ressler, professor and head 
of the Department of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering, spoke about the Class of 2004 
graduate whom the award for engineering 
excellence and leadership is named after. 
Fraser’s parents, Helen and Richard, flew 
from Houston to attend the dinner and award 
ceremony.

“David Fraser was among the very best of 
our civil engineering majors of the Class of 
2004, a superb scholar, cross-country athlete 
and a natural leader,” Ressler said. “David 
and his classmate Seth Chappel designed and 
built the pedestrian bridge at the West Point 
Youth Center. The bridge was David’s personal 
creative vision. He conceived it, he sold the 
idea to project sponsors and took on most of 
the design and personally assembled a ragtag 
group of volunteers.”

Ressler said the bridge had a design flaw 
which Fraser couldn’t ignore.

“I watched as David was in deep conversation 
with his cross-country teammate Seth Chappel,” 
Ressler said. “Chappel argued to leave the wall 
as it was, it was functional. There was a long 
pause. Then David said the words I will always 
remember to this day, nine years later, “It will 
only take three or four hours to move the wall, 
the bridge will be here forever.”

Two years later, in 2006, Fraser was killed 
by an improvised explosive device on his final 

Fiscal constraints prompt change in locale for 2013 Sandhurst Competition

day of his tour of duty in Iraq.
“David was worried that the commander 

of the incoming unit hadn’t had enough time 
to familiarize himself with this new area of 
responsibility and he volunteered to take the 
commander out on one last drive to be sure he 
would be set up for success,” Ressler said. “The 
tragedy of that day is that David didn’t have to 
be on that patrol, but in a way he did. That was 
who David was.” 

Ressler presented the Fraser award to Class 
of 2013 Cadet Ryan Leets, a member of the 
Army hockey team who was named the Atlantic 
Hockey Association athlete of the year and 
maintained a 4.0 grade point average.

“Receiving the David M. Fraser Award was 
extremely humbling for many reasons,” Leets 
said. “I think it goes without saying that Col. 
Ressler’s introduction spoke volumes of the 
leadership and character qualities Capt. Fraser 
possessed. To receive an award after hearing 
his words was awe-inspiring and something 
I will surely never forget. Not only is this 
award special for whom it represents, but also 
because it was my classmates who determined 

its recipient. To know I made an impact on them 
as they have made an impact on me is rewarding 
in and of itself.”

The Sapper Spirit Award was presented to 
Class of 2013 Cadet Adam Leemans, a student 
member of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. 

The Sapper Spirit Award recognizes the 
top ranking cadet, majoring in engineering, 
branching to the Corps of Engineers, and 
recognized for excellence by the West Point 
faculty. Leemans, the Corps of Cadets’ brigade 
energy and environmental officer, was recently 
selected among 15 students to the 2013 New 
Faces of Engineering College Edition.

Ressler was presented the Silver Order 
Francois de Fleury Medal. 

The Silver Medal may only be awarded to 
an individual who has rendered outstanding and 
significant support or service to the Engineer 
Regiment. 

The award is named after the French 
engineer in the American Continental Army who 
received a congressional medal for his service 
at Stony Point. 

U . S .  A r m y  C h i e f 
o f  E n g i n e e r s  a n d 
Commanding General 
of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers Lt. Gen. 
Thomas Bostick presents 
Class of 2013 Cadet Adam 
Leemans with the Sapper 
Spirit Award for the top 
ranking cadet majoring 
in engineering at the 
annual Engineer Dinner 
March 28 at Eisenhower 
Hall. Leemans serves 
as the Corps of Cadets’ 
br igade energy and 
environmental officer 
and was recently named 
among the 2013 New 
Faces of Engineering 
College Edition.

Due to fiscal constraints, the Department of Military Instruction has decided to change the location of the 2013 Sandhurst Military Skills Competition from Camp 
Buckner to areas within West Point. Visitors hoping to witness some of the action are advised on parking restrictions during the competition. For details, visit 
www.usma.edu/dmi/SitePages/Visitor%20Information.aspx.
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The West Point Tax Center, located in Bldg. 626, will see clients on an appointment only-basis 
from 8:30 a.m.-noon and 1:15-4:30 p.m. weekdays through Monday. Active-duty servicemembers, 
cadets, reservists with at least 30 days of consecutive duty time, family members and retirees are 
eligible to get their taxes completed at the center. 

To schedule an appointment, call 938-5920.

West Point Tax Center open until Monday

Cadets explore medical profession at Walter Reed
Story and photo provided by 
Capt. John Zehnpfenning

As members of the international pre-medical 
fraternity, Phi Delta Epsilon, more than 30 
cadets visited Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center recently to learn more about 
what it means to be a physician in the Armed 
Forces.  

These cadets represent a small group of 
the Corps who hope to attend medical school 
directly after graduation from the academy.  
While most of the cadets in the program study 
biology or chemistry, many different academic 
majors are represented including engineering, 
social studies and foreign languages.

During the first two days of the trip, the 
cadets shadowed doctors at Walter Reed, 
many of whom were West Point graduates.  
Cadets were assigned to different specialties 
all throughout the hospital based on their 
preferences, and they were exposed to a 
different department on each day of shadowing. 
Many cadets rushed to the operating rooms to 
observe various orthopedic or general surgeries, 
while others chose to spend their time in 
specialties such as pediatrics, internal medicine 
or psychiatry.  

After two long days of living the life of an 
Army doctor, the group got a chance to have 
any remaining questions answered by a panel 
of physicians of various specialties.

On the following day of the trip, the cadets 
took a tour of the Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences.  With a focus on military 
medicine and trauma care, USUHS presents 
a unique and invaluable medical education 
for potential Army Doctors. The cadets were 
guided around the grounds of the university by 
first- and second-year students, some of whom 
already had illustrious careers in the military 
and some of whom who had only just graduated 
from West Point.  

One unique opportunity presented to the 
cadets on the trip was a visit to the USUHS 
Simulation Center located just a few short 
miles from the university. In the SIM Center, 
cadets explored practice examination rooms, 
where medical students practice taking patient 
histories while under scrutiny from their peers.  
The cadets also experienced a virtual reality 
simulator, where medical students practice 
caring for a patient in a combat environment.  
A $7 million project, the simulator consists 
of two rooms with tall, glass panels as well 
as smoke machines, speakers, heat lamps and 
other additions designed to make the simulator 
more realistic. While wearing 3-D glasses, the 
cadets were taken aback at the realism of the 
simulation, as they were “flown” via helicopter 
to a virtual field hospital to attend to a wounded 
“patient.”

For many of the cadets, this trip confirmed 
the decision to pursue medicine as a career.  

Cadets visit Walter Reed National Military Medical Center to learn more about 
the medical profession in the Armed Forces.                                          CoUrTeSy PhoTo

Others even discovered a hidden passion for 
certain specialties they had never considered 
before.  One thing is for sure, the cadets returned 

to the last half of the spring semester with a 
renewed vigor and determination to make their 
medical aspirations a reality.

Story by 2nd  Lt. Brendan Hickey
ODIA Athletic Intern

The Army Black Knights Swim and Dive 
team took to the pool for a very special post-
season event April 6. 

Team members were honored to be joined by 
members of Team Red, White and Blue looking 
to advance some of their own swimming skills. 
Members of Team RWB were eager to get their 
feet wet with training to meet what they needed 
the most. 

Whether it was someone who has only swam 
a handful of times in his or her life or someone 
who is looking to really hone his or her stroke to 
become better at triathlons, everyone increased 
his or her swimming ability.

Many Team RWB members felt it was a day 
well spent with some extremely valuable lessons 
and skill improvements. 

“My instructor, Matt (Kane), was great 
and really took the time to instruct me in every 
angle of my swimming technique,” Garrett 
Stacy, a veteran from Newburgh, N.Y., said. 

“I was able to walk away more confident in 
my swim as I prep for a triathlon. This type 
of instruction you can’t buy anywhere. I look 
forward to participating in more events with 
RWB in the future.”  

Tom Lee, a wounded veteran from New 
Jersey, also had a great day with the cadets.

“Lots of tools and tips to work on to improve 
my swim and I met some great future leaders 
as well. Thanks to Team RWB for putting that 
together,” Lee said. 

Maj. Jeff Higgins emerged confident after 
the clinic. 

“They fixed me,” the commandant’s 
executive officer said. “I can now participate in 
a lap swim comfortably.”

The cadets also found the day to be just 
as beneficial and full of learning on their end 

of the pool, too. One of the highlights was 
the opportunity to enjoy a luncheon and some 
bonding with members of Team RWB. Cadets 
were fortunate enough to not only coach in the 
pool, but also to gain some life and military 
lessons out of the water. Team Red, White and 
Blue also felt the experience was just as valuable 
as the time spent in the pool. Maj. Ashok Deb, 
an instructor in the Department of Mathematical 
Sciences, thought it was great to have the cadets 
take the reins.

“In the classroom I am in control because I 
am the resident expert of the material, but in the 
pool these cadets know more about swimming 
than I do.”

Overall, the day turned out to be a great 
success with both Army Swim & Dive Team and 
Team RWB, leaving grateful for the experience. 

Army Swimming and Diving gives back to veterans
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Cadet aCtivities Update
Civil and Military Engineering Club:  The Civil and  

Military Engineering Club teamed up with the Mechanical 
Engineering Club to support the White Plains Annual 
Engineering Expo Sunday. 

Eleven cadets from the Department of Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering presented models of internal 
combustion engines, K’Nex sets for bridge building 
competitions and 10 workstations for the West Point Bridge 
Designer program. 

Hundreds of parents with their middle and high school 
students cycled through West Point’s station—one of the 
largest at the expo. Cadets aptly answered questions about 
the admissions process to West Point, cadet life, how 
they enjoyed studying engineering and what they hope to 
accomplish in their future Army career. 

Handball: West Point Team Handball (Black) secured 
a berth in the Elite Division of Open Nationals by finishing 
second in the Northeast League. 

After a slow start in the first 20 minutes of the game 
against the DC, West Point Black team competed hard 
to gain the lead in the second half and finished the game 
strong, earning the first victory of the day (24-21). In a close 
game against New York City, the cadets fought until the last 
seconds of the game and came up short (27-24), but ended 
the day on a high note by defeating Boston (24-18). 

Cadet Gospel Choir: The 105th Airlift Wing of the 
Stewart Air National Guard Base hosted the West Point 
Cadet Gospel Choir April 5 in support of the annual Family 
Prayer Breakfast. 

With more than 300 families, friends and staff of the 
Airlift Wing in attendance, the Gospel Choir presented two 
musical offerings to the assembled guests. Class of 2013 
Cadet Michael Joyner led the participants in a rousing 
rendition of the National Anthem. 

The Choir, led by Class of 2013 Cadet Amanda Darling, 
represented the Corps of Cadets in song. The guest speaker, 
nationally renowned writer Leslie Haskin, gave a powerful 
talk on perseverance that only a survivor of the World 
Trade Center could deliver. The Choir was able to share 
questions and statements of appreciation with Haskin after 
the breakfast. 

Sailing Team: The West Point Sailing Team competed 
in the Mid-Atlantic Intercollegiate Sailing Association 
North Qualifier Regatta at Cornell University March 30-31. 

Army finished 14th out of 15 teams in the overall 
scoring, however, the B fleet boat skippered by Class of 
2015 Cadet Jack Pinnell and crewed by Class of 2014 Cadet 
Meagan Brosnan finished 12th overall in their division. 
They totaled seven top 10 finishes on the weekend. Racing 
was suspended early Sunday morning due to weather.

Snowboarding Club: The Snowboard Club recently 
participated in its last competition for the season, the USA 
Snowboard Association Nationals Competition at Copper 
Mountain, Colo. The club had a total of six members 
qualify. Three members competed in the Slopestyle event. 
Class of 2015 Cadet Wes Sickman was able to earn an 11th 
place finish in his debut at nationals. This is the highest a 
West Point cadet has placed in the competition. 

Debate (Speech and Parliamentary Forum): 
West Point novice teams traveled to Ithaca, N.Y., March 30, 
and picked up first and second place at the Cornell American 
Parliamentary Tournament. Class of 2015 Cadet Jeremy 
Hunt and Class of 2016 Cadet Meyer Ungerman bested 
Class of 2016 Cadets Matthew Waldrep and Dalton Combs. 

Staff Reports

The West Point Chemical Engineering Club took first place 
in the Mid-Atlantic Region American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers Conference Chemical Engineering Jeopardy 
Competition April 5 at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, 
N.J. 

The AIChE Spring Regional Conference Chemical 
Engineering Jeopardy competition is a collegiate “Jeopardy”-
style competition among chemical engineering majors, which 
consisted of two rounds of chemical engineering questions from 
select topics and a final jeopardy round. 

Students across the nation competed at regional meetings 
this spring for the opportunity to compete at the fall nationals to 
become the chemical engineering grand champion. With more 
than 15 student teams from Virginia to New York State competing 
this year, the competition was as heated as ever. 

The winning chemical engineering team of Class of 2015 
Cadets John Bohnhoff, Lauren Ng, Reed Pyers and Nijel Rogers 
brought home its first West Point Chemical Engineering victory 
in this competition. The team has been awarded an invitation to 
compete at the Fall AIChE National Meeting in San Francisco. 
The next day, the ChemE Club received more accolades as 
cadets also competed in the Undergraduate Research Poster 
Competition. 

Class of 2013 Cadet Matt Letarte, club president, and Class 
of 2014 Cadet Aaron Beyea, club secretary, presented research 
this year along with Class of 2015 Cadets Seamus Bann, Matt 
Bryan and Mark McCormick, Ng, Pyers and Bohnhoff. 

McCormick won first place for the student research poster 
competition for the Spring AIChE Mid-Atlantic Regionals 
Chemical Engineering Conference. 

McCormick’s poster was titled “Modeling the circulatory 
system by considering the effects of heart rate variability and 
fluid flow pressure dynamics.” 

During the conference, cadets also toured the Bristol Myers 
Squib facility in New Brunswick, N.J., career and graduate 
school workshops and the annual chemical engineering car 
competition. Rogers worked with students from other schools 
on a future concept for a West Point Chemical Engineering Car.

ChemE cadets claim first conference win

Proving that they were "In it to win it," the chemical 
engineering team of Class of 2015 Cadets Reed Pyers, 
Nijel Rogers, John Bohnhoff and Lauren Ng brought 
home its first West Point Chemical Engineering victory 
from the Mid-Atlantic Region American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers Conference April 5.

Class of 2013 Cadet Matthew Gallup has become 
the first West Point recipient of a Saint Andrew's 
Society scholarship and now has the opportunity 
to attend the University of Glasgow, Scotland. The 
mechanical engineering major will serve in the 
Aviation branch of the U.S. Army after graduation in 
May. The Saint Andrew's scholarship offers one year 
of graduate study valued at $30,000. Gallup plans 
to earn a Master of Science in Aerospace Systems 
while in Scotland.                      Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao

Gallup earns scholarship
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West Point Boxing Team earns fifth national title

CoUrTeSy PhoTo

The West Point Boxing team fights to its fifth 
national championship title and Class of 2014 
Cadet Sebastian Mims earns Boxer of the Night 
(119-147 lbs.) April 6 at the National Collegiate 
Boxing Association Championships. The three-
day tournament was held at the Fox Theater at 
Foxwoods Resort & Casino in Mashantucket, 
Conn., and the Army boxers left claiming six of 
the dozen division titles. These honors went to: 
• Class of 2013 Cadet Ceon Harris, 119lbs.;
• Class of 2014 Cadet Jeramias Ortiz, 125lbs.;
• Class of 2013 Cadet Emmanuel Osei, 139 lbs.;
• Class of 2014 Cadet Sebastian Mims, 147 lbs.;
• Class of 2013 Cadet Zach Hildebrandt, 156 lbs.;
• Class of 2013 Cadet Jon Maddux, 195 lbs.
The U.S. Air Force Academy and the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy both earned two division titles 
apiece. Mims earned the title over his Coast Guard 
opponent and Ortiz defeated his opponent from the 
U.S. Air Force Academy. Maddux and Hildebrandt 
got their wins over Navy. This was West Point’s 
first national title since 2011, which the team had 
held for four consecutive years but had never won 
until 2008. The head coach for Army Boxing is Dr. 
Ray Barone, who has served as the director of 
boxing for the U.S. Military Academy since 1999.
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Submitted by Defense and Strategic 
Studies

Fifteen cadets from the Defense and Strategic 
Studies course DS310–Tactics completed their 
second major event at the West Point Simulation 
Center March 30.  

The students have been studying the 
purpose of military doctrine, discussing tactical 
principles through historical case studies and 
have conducted a brief battlefield staff ride to 
Fort Montgomery and Stony Point earlier in the 
semester. The academic course complements 
the academy’s military program by considering 
how commanders have historically used tactical 
art and science to successfully employ their 
units and weapons in various situations. While 
the case studies demonstrate the importance 
of tactical concepts relating to offensive and 
defensive operations, the staff ride allowed 
cadets to visualize how terrain influences their 
effective use.  

Although these approaches provide some 
wisdom and a limited opportunity to visualize 
a battle through a commander’s eyes, neither 
provides the experience of combat. The cadets 
somewhat closed this gap by gaining first-hand 
experience during a defensive simulation fought 

at the brigade-level earlier in the semester, later 
conducting a more challenging scenario. It 
required them to make a combined arms attack 
with a Stryker Brigade Combat Team against 
a capable, determined enemy holding better 
terrain. With limited opportunity to prepare, 
the cadets developed a plan that mostly met the 
modern characteristics of the offense: surprise, 
concentration, tempo and audacity.  

“We were able to put the basic tactical 
principles we learned about in class into action 
and watch how they played out on the computer 
scenario,” Class of 2015 Cadet Patrick Bauk 
said. “We quickly saw that there is much more 
to tactics than laying out a plan on a map, which 
is something you just can’t get from reading a 
textbook.”  

The group’s success was hard fought, as two 
of their own played the opposing forces, making 
for a completely unscripted simulation.  

The Command and General Staff College 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., helped build the 
scenarios to fit the instructor’s specific design, 
providing crucial support to the West Point 
Simulation Center and its two personnel. The 
Tactics students are looking to complete one more 
simulation at the end of the semester, focusing 
on smaller unit tactics in a stability environment.

DSS cadets conduct tactical simulation

Cadets review a tactical plan at the West Point Simulation Center as they complete 
their second major event in the Defense and Strategic Studies course. 
              CoUrTeSy PhoTo
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JUST ANNOUNCED

FOR THE FAMILIES

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE YOUTHS

Preschool registration
Enrollment for children in the Child Development Center 

part-day preschool for academic year 2013-14, will be held at 9 
a.m. for all dates listed below. 

• Military Families children enrollment dates are Monday-
April 26;

• DOD civilian children enrollment dates are April 29-May 3.
The following classes will be offered:
• Three-day session from 9 a.m.-noon, Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday;
• Five-day session from 9 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday;
• Two-day session from 9 a.m.-noon, Tuesday and Thursday.
For details, call 938-3921.

2013 AER Campaign 
This year, ACS is hoping to reach an Army Emergency Relief 

Campaign goal of $75,000 as a community total contribution. 
Consider donating to the AER Campaign which runs through 

May 15.   
For details, call Amy Weyhrauch at 938-5839 or email amy.

weyhrauch@usma.edu.

Arts & Crafts Shop April Classes
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop offers a sewing class 

with Jana every Tuesday evening in April from 5-7 p.m.
During the month of April, arts and crafts classes also include: 
• Couples Night Out, various ceramics class, 5-7 p.m., April 

18;
• Celebrate Kite Month Family class, 10-11 a.m., April 20;
• Couples Night Out, stained glass Moravian tar, 5-7 p.m., 

April 25. 
Registration and payment are required. For details, call 

938-4812.

Spring Trips with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for the Broadway performance 

of “Motown the Musical” Thursday. The van leaves West Point 
at 5 p.m. for an 8 p.m. curtain.

The fi rst LTS trip to the Bronx Zoo/New York Botanical 
Garden is April 26. The van leaves West Point at 9 a.m.; leaves 
the Bronx at 3:30 p.m.

For details, call LTS at 938-3601.

WEST POINT FMWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

Teen Dating: Violence Prevention Program
There is a Teen Dating: Violence Prevention Program 

workshop scheduled from 3-4 p.m. Tuesday at the Youth Center.
The workshop will provide information on what constitutes 

dating-violence, the warning signs, safety planning and 
prevention techniques, the impact of stereotypes and media 
infl uence, healthy relationships and respect. 

The workshop is for youths in grades 6-12. For details, call 
938-3550.

Post Library Spring Story Hour
The West Point Library Spring Story Hour is scheduled on 

Tuesdays through April 30. Two story hours are available at 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

This program is opened to all West Point community children 
ages 3-5. Pre-registration is required since space is limited. 

Children must be signed up each week, prior to that week’s 
story hour. 

For details, call 938-2974.

ONGOING

USAG West Point Spouse Sponsorship Program
Have you ever arrived at a new installation with more 

questions than answers? What do you wish you had known about 
West Point prior to arriving? Here is your chance to help the 
next round of newly arriving spouses by serving as their Spouse 
Sponsor at West Point.  

Training will be offered to prepare you to assist new spouses 
and to provide you with the information you will need. 

Call today to reserve your spot in one of the upcoming 
trainings being offered in April.  

Upcoming training schedules are: 
• Thursday—5:30-6:30 p.m.; 
• April 18—9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
• April 25—5:30-6:30 p.m.
All training takes place in the ACS Heritage Room, Bldg. 622. 
RSVP ahead of time to reserve your spot. For details, call 

938-3487.

Earth Day Hudson River clean up
In honor of Earth Day, the West Point Better Opportunities 

for Single Soldiers is teaming up with the Directorate of Public 
Works for a Hudson River cleanup project. 

This annual event is scheduled from 2-5 p.m. April 18 at 
North Dock. Refreshments will be provided at the North Dock 
picnic area. Everyone is welcome to participate.

For details and to volunteer, call Courtney Chidgey at 938-
6497.

Country, Karaoke and ‘80s Nights
Come out for Country Night from 7-11 p.m. April 19 at the 

West Point Club’s Benny Haven Lounge. Bring your hats and 
boots for a night of country music. 

Try the Club’s Karaoke Night from 7-11 p.m. April 25. There 

will be prizes for the best and worst voices. 
Slip back to the past with ‘80s Night from 7-11 p.m. May 10 

with ‘80s music and dancing. 
For details, call 938-5120. 

West Point Volunteer Recognition event
The 2013 West Point Volunteer Recognition event is 

scheduled from 3-5 p.m. April 25 at the West Point Ski Lodge.
Each year, West Point recognizes all of its volunteers for their 

contributions during National Volunteer Week. 
This year’s theme is “Volunteers: Strengthening a Nation.” 

This event is free for volunteers and is open to all. 
To view the e-invitation and RSVP, visit http://ow.ly/ikQl0 

or call 938-3655.

West Point 5K/10K
Registration is now open for the annual West Point 5K/10K 

scheduled for 8 a.m. May 11 at Buffalo Soldier Field. 
To register, go to active.com, keyword “West Point” or call 

938-4690 for details. 

Family Night Out at the West Point Club
Did you owe Uncle Sam taxes? If so, come to the Club for 

Poor Man’s Dinner Family Night Out. This specially-priced 
dinner will be held from 5-7 p.m. Friday. 

Dine on our traditional American buffet featuring a magic 
show, clown and face painting. Children 12 and younger are half 
price. For details, call 938-5120. 

Earth Day Open House
Come out to the West Point Recycling Center from 11:30 

a.m.-2 p.m. April 26 for its open house.
Join in the celebration of Earth Day with recycled crafts, 

T-shirts, giveaways and food. 
The Recycling Center is located on Route 293 across from 

the Round Pond entrance. For details, call 938-8229.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Enjoy our traditional Mother’s Day Brunch at the West Point 

Club from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. May 12 in its Grand Ballroom. 
Children 5 years old and younger always eat free. 
For details, call 938-5120.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
The Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps offer either 

English or Western style riding for beginners and one class for 
intermediate riders. 

The camps are scheduled June 28-Aug. 23 for a total of seven 
weeks. Morgan Farm offers three-day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Wednesday-
Friday; or fi ve-day riding camps, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Friday. 
There is a minimal fee for these camps. 

For details, call 938-3926.

New Golf Pro at the West Point Golf Course
As the West Point Golf Course season recently opened, the 

new season introduced a new Golf Pro, Andy Crane.  
To set up a training session, email Crane at andycrane19@

aol.com or call Megan Shapiro at 938-2435. 

Month of the Military Child Carnival
April is the Army’s Month of the Military Child and 

celebrates all children who are proud, ready and resilient. FMWR 
will be celebrating West Point’s military children from 1-4 p.m. 
April 27 at the Victor Constant Ski Lodge with a Month of the 
Military Child Carnival. 

The event will include bounce houses, photo booth, children’s 
carnival and more. Admission is free.  

For details, call 938-3921.

2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest
Whether you are a novice or an accomplished artist, there is 

a category for everyone: ceramics, digital art, drawings, fi bers/
textiles, glass, metals/jewelry, mixed media, paintings and wood. 

Submission dates for the 2013 Army Arts and Crafts contest 
run from May 1-June 30.  

Enter online at https://apps/imcom.army.mil/apptracmain 
or call the Arts and Crafts Shop at 938-4812.

The Million T-Shirt March against Bullying
The West Point community is participating in the nation’s 

largest and most ambitious anti-bullying rally ever attempted 
May 2, The Million T-Shirt March Against Bullying. 

West Point wants to be a part of more than a million people 
nationwide—all wearing the same anti-bullying shirt. This is also 
an attempt to set a Guinness World Record of “the most people 
wearing the same shirt on the same day.” 

Community support in the fi ght against bullying is vital. 
This event is scheduled from 3:30-4:30 p.m. May 2 at the 

FMWR Fitness Center. Registration/sign in begins at 2:45 p.m. 
T-shirts are limited and will be on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 

basis. For details, call 938-0628.
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 See COMMUNITY EVENTS, Page 10

FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vet Clinic schedule
For the month of April, the West Point Vet Clinic will be 

conducting weekly clinics every Tuesday and Wednesday. 
These clinics are on an appointment-only basis. To schedule 

an appointment, call 938-3817.

Hunter College-West Point performance
A public concert by the West Point Glee Club, U.S. Military 

Academy Band’s Jazz Knights, Hunter College Choir and the 
Hunter College Jazz Ensemble Rhythm Section is scheduled for 
3 p.m. Sunday at Eisenhower Hall Theatre. 

The concert will feature Duke Ellington’s Best of the Sacred 
Concerts. It is open and free to the public. 

Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi induction ceremony
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, U.S. Military Academy 

West Point Spring Yard Sale
The West Point Spring Yard Sale is scheduled from 8:30 

a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, rain or shine.

Military Tattoo
The U.S. Military Academy will host its 31st annual 

Military Tattoo from 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Sunday at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater.

The West Point Band, U.S. Corps of Cadets Field Music 
Group and Pipes and Drums are scheduled to perform along 
with other groups in the area.

The event is open to the public and all visitors should 
enter through Thayer gate.  

In case of inclement weather, a rain date is scheduled 
for April 28.

Child Safety Seat check
The West Point Fire and Emergency Services in 

conjunction with the Orange County Child Passenger Safety 
Program will be conducting a Child Safety Seat Check event 
at West Point from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. April 20 at Bldg. 1203, West 
Point Fire Station 2, on Stony Lonesome Road.  

All vehicles attending the event must enter the rear 
parking lot of Station 2 via Ordnance Road by the Stony 
Lonesome Gate. The event will take place rain or shine.

For details, call Fire Inspector Paul Cheski at 938-7484.

Kosciuszko observance and conference
  The academy will hold its annual Kosciuszko observance 

at 12:30 p.m. April 27 at the Kosciuszko Monument. 
The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at 

West Point will hold its annual conference from 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. April 26 at the Thayer Hotel.  

Everyone is invited to attend these events. For details, visit 
www.kosciuszkoatwestpoint.org or contact Steve Olejasz at 
stephen.olejasz@us.army.mil.

Chapter 2013 induction ceremony is scheduled for 7:45 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Haig Room at Jefferson Hall.

Join faculty members and cadets from the classes of 
2013 and 2014 as they are inducted into the nation’s oldest 
multidisciplinary honor society.  

Scholastic achievement awards and certificates of achievement 
for outstanding plebes and yearlings will also be presented. 

There is a cost for food and refreshments.
The event’s guest speaker is Col. Stephen J. Ressler, 

Professor and Head of the Department of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering.

Night of the Arts
The Cadet Fine Arts Forum presents Night of the Arts 2013 

from 6:30-8:30 p.m. April 19 in the Haig Room at Jefferson Hall.
The evening celebrates cadets artistic excellence in the art 

categories of prose, film, photography, poetry, studio art and the 
spoken word.

For details, contact Lt. Col. Mike Saxon at 938-0925 or 
michael.saxon@usma.edu.

West Point History Virtual Walking Tour
The Lower Hudson Valley Chapter of the Military Officers 

Association of America is privileged to have Lt. Col. Craig 
Morrow present some of the more interesting historical aspects 
of West Point.  

Morrow received his degree in military history from West 
Point in 1991. Morrow will speak at the Pershing Room of Cullum 
Hall from noon-2:30 p.m. April 21. 

The event is catered and for a cost includes hors d’oeuvres, 
soda, beer or wine for all who wish to attend.

For details, contact Lt. Col. Matt Clark at mgclarkphd@
gmail.com or call 301-613-2416 no later than Monday.

West Point Schools PTO Book Fair
West Point Schools Parent Teacher Organization is hosting 

a Book Fair April 22-25 at the West Point Elementary School. 
The book fair is open to the public.  
Shopping hours are 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and 3:30-6 p.m. for 

“Family Fun Night” April 22, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. April 23-24 
and 8:30 a.m.-noon April 25.

Re-registration for school
It’s re-registration time at West Point Elementary and Middle 

Schools. A personalized re-registration packet was already sent 
home with third quarter report cards.  

Re-registration for both the elementary and middle schools 
will take place April 22-25. All returning families are asked to 
attend re-registration—please do not send packets back to school 
with students. The school will only accept withdrawal forms 
from students. 

Re-registration will be held in the Elementary School 
Conference Room from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. each day. Additionally, 
student information assistants will be available during the PTO’s 
Scholastic Book Fair Family Night from 5-8 p.m. April 22.

New student packets will be available during re-registration 
or you may pre-register new students at the following website 
https://registration.dodea.edu/.  

AFTB volunteer instructors needed
Volunteer instructors are needed for Army Family Team 

Building. AFTB is offered through Army Community Services, 
which has just completed an extensive curriculum revision to 
improve content and infuse active learning techniques for all 
learning types. 

The updated levels focus around Knowledge of the Army 
life and culture, growth in life skills and leadership proficiency 
enhancement. There are 30 classes in all. Volunteer instructors 
are needed to help teach classes to a variety of audiences. 

If you are a teacher looking to keep your platform skills 
polished, this is the opportunity for you. 

If you are a former AFTB instructor, this is the time to come 
back to the program.

FAST/GT improvement training
The Army Education Center at West Point is offering a 

Functional Academic Skills Training class to strengthen skills 
measured in the General Technical score from the Armed Forces 
Classification Test. 

The class will meet 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, May 
1-20. A diagnostic TABE is required for attendance (8:30 a.m. 
April 22 or 11 a.m. April 25). 

For details and enrollment, call 938-3464. 

Employment Readiness Workshops 
There are two Employment Readiness Workshops provided 

by Army Community Service in April. The workshops include:
• Ten steps to a federal job workshop, 1-4 p.m. April 18—We 

provide Kathryn Troutman’s proven tips to help you successfully 
navigate the federal job system, prepare a federal résumé and 
apply for jobs with USAJOBS;

• Targeting your résumé workshop, 10 a.m.-noon April 29—
Do you realize you should be targeting your résumé for every 
job you apply to? We will offer some tips for improving your 
résumé’s effectiveness. 

Workshops are held at Army Community Service, Bldg. 
622. Register for an upcoming class by calling 938-5658, 
emailing christina.overstreet@usma.edu or by visiting www.
westpointmwr.com/acs/employment_readiness.htm.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian 
life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• May 28-31; 
• June 10-14; 
• *June 24-28. 
(Note: *Executive/Retirement TAP Workshops include a 

full-day of retirement-specific presentations.)
Registration is required. Contact the ACAP Office at 938-

0634. 

Army Education Center
John Jay College Master of Public Administration Program 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Join us at 10 a.m. May 2 at ACS Bldg. 622 for an information 
session and meet and greet with program managers. 

Send questions or register by calling ACS at 938-4621 or 
email christina.overstreet@usma.army.mil.  

Caregiver and Staff Appreciation Day May 10
The Parent Advisory Council is collecting money until May 

9 to pay lunch for the entire staff at Stony Area CDC, Lee Area 
CDC, School Age Services Building and the Youth Center as a 
way of saying “thank you.”  

There are drop boxes at each building and any size donation 
is welcome. For details or to assist with this event May 10, email 
westpointpac@gmail.com.

USMA Change of Command set for July 17
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen will assume command as the 59th 

Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy from Lt. Gen. 
David H. Huntoon, Jr. in a ceremony July 17 at Trophy Point. 

The community farewell is tentatively scheduled for June 7.
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Mark your calendars
• Thursday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.—National Alcohol 

Screening Day at KACH Lobby;
• April 24, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.—National Prescription 

Drug-Turn In Day at KACH Lobby.

Keller Corner

• Yard Sale—The West Point Community Yard Sale is 
scheduled for 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday.

• National Window Safety Week—Check your 
windows and screens to make sure they are secure. Keep 
children and pets away from open windows. Let’s keep our 
homes safe.  

Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop, through Saturday, for a 
Window Safety Activity Book and Bal-4 coloring page.

• Kai Chi Do—Join BBC for Kai Chi Do, featuring  
Eric Lehrer, an experienced instructor and owner of Vastu, 
a Holistic health and wellness studio in Warwick, N.Y.  

Lehrer will be at Lee CDC from 10:30 a.m.-noon April 
18 to practice Kai Chi Do with the residents of West Point.  

All level of fi tness is invited and can participate. 
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Monday. 
This event is for adults only. Light refreshments will 

be served.

Friday—Silver Linings 
Playbook, R, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday—Snitch, PG-
13, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday—Jack the 
Giant Slayer, PG-13, 
9:30 p.m.

(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.
com/ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.) 

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

USMA 
Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through April 18
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of April 11-18
Channels 8/23

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Zumba Master Class at Sacred Heart gym
The West Point/Highland Falls Rotary Club is hosting a 

Zumba Master Class from noon-1:30 p.m. April 27 at the Sacred 
Heart gym, 7 Cozzens Avenue in Highland Falls. Registration 
will start at 11:30 a.m.

There will be fi ve Zumba instructors providing new moves 
and more action. There is a small donation per person, with 
proceeds going to the Rotary Club’s Scholarship Fund.

For details, visit http://rotary-wphf.org/zumba.html.

RiverFest offers food, music and fun
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 16th annual 

RiverFest from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 1 at Donahue Park on the 
shores of the Hudson River. 

The event features a full day of music and entertainment, 
children’s activities and a large craft and food fair. There is no 
charge to attend RiverFest and visitors are invited to bring a 
blanket or lawn chair.  RiverFest will accept vendor applications 
until May 15.

For details, visit www.river-fest.com.

SPORTS

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 

at West Point is now accepting new students for the summer and 
fall sessions.

For details, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite administrator, at 
446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

Free computer training at Jefferson Hall
The IETD Computer Training Program, in its fourth year, is 

offering free basic computer courses on Word 2007,  Excel 2007, 
PowerPoint 2007, Outlook 2007,  SharePoint 2010, Windows 7, 
“How to Use an IPad” and “Basic Computer Skills.” 

Also offered is short “How To” courses on specifi c features 
such as “Managing Calendars” and “Scheduling Events and 
Meetings” in Outlook 2007. 

The courses are open to anyone working at or affi liated with 
the U.S. Military Academy such as cadets, USMA staff and 
faculty, USMA spouses, participants of the Wounded Warrior 
program and USMA volunteers. 

The class schedule is available on the USMA Portal 
SharePoint Calendar. 

Contact Thomas A. Gorman for details at 845-417-1186 or 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

COMMUNITY EVENTS, cont’d from Page 9
Development Center. All ages and experience levels are welcome. 
The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 
1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, contact diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.
kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Army Community Service honors the Black and Gold Volunteer Award and Volunteer of the 2nd Quarter 
awardees April 1 at ACS, Bldg. 622. From left to right with Garrison Commander Col. Dane Rideout are 
awardees Elizabeth Tomlin, Kellyn Wilson, Faith Terzic, Maria Estelle, Kathleen Foerster, Bernadette 
Champine, Joseph Collery, Jacqueline McNally, Kim Heyman, Jean Ailinger, Sarah Soyka, Jennifer 
Wright, Gwenn Wallace and Claire Fursman. The Volunteer of the Quarter is Tomlin. Other recipients 
who were not pictured are Dr. Todd Crowder, Jennifer Lyle, Collette Minto and Julia Realini.  
                       Vinnie GUariGlia/DPTmS ViD

Black and Gold volunteers
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Saturday—Track, Army Quad 
Meet, Shea Stadium, noon.

Sunday—Men’s Golf, Last 
Chance Classic, West Point Golf 
Course, All Day.

Tuesday—Softball vs. Iona (DH), 

Home schedule 
April 11-20

Women’s tennis defeats Navy in inaugural “Star” match

Army Softball Complex, 3:30 
p.m. 

Wednesday—Women’s Tennis 
vs. NJIT, Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center or Malek Courts, 3 p.m. 

Wednesday—Baseball vs. 
Manhattan, Doubleday Field, 
3:30 p.m. 

April 20—Softball vs. Bucknell 
(DH), Army Softball Complex, 1 
p.m. 

By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

In what was the closest outdoor star meet 
since 2007, the Army women’s track and field 
team suffered a 107-96 setback at Navy’s 
Ingram Field April 6. Despite the loss, a number 
of individual performances highlighted the 
annual academy showdown, including a record-
setting performance by senior tri-captain Mary 
Prakel.

Army was edged in track events 62-53 and 
throws 23-21, while jumps were split 22-22. 

Prakel won the day’s first track event, the 
3,000-meter steeplechase, to mark the third 
consecutive meet she captured gold in the event. 
Prakel exploded away from the field, winning 
by nearly nine seconds by crossing the line in 
10:51.77 to establish an Army record. 

The time, which shaved seven seconds 
off her previous personal best, snapped Myra 
Markey’s (USMA ’06) program record of 
10:53.51 established at the NCAA Regionals 
in 2004. 

Sophomore Rachel King made the 
steeplechase even more valuable as she claimed 
third place with the fourth-fastest time in 
academy history, 11:06.32, as Army collected 
seven points in the event. 

Including Prakel’s gold medal, the Black 
Knights won eight of the day’s 19 events 
including a three-peat by Prakel’s fellow captain 
Kaitlyn Love. 

Love won both hurdle events before capping 

Prakel sets Steeplechase record as Navy edges Army
the afternoon  as a member of a winning relay 
squad.

Love won the 100-meter hurdles for the 
second consecutive Star Meet, snapping the tape 
in 14.84 seconds to outrun the No. 2 finisher 
from Navy by well over one second. The senior 
then followed by winning the 400-meter hurdles 
for the second time in three seasons, crossing 
the line in 1:03.96 as the only competitor to 
finish under 1:05. 

In the day’s final running event, Love 
teamed with fellow captain Ashley Gordon, 
junior Allie Sutherland and sophomore Katrina 
Donarski to run the quickest 4x400-relay since 
2008 to win in 3:55.08. 

Donarksi rounded out Army’s winners on 
the track as she captured the 400-meter title for 
the second consecutive season. The sophomore 
maintained her hold on the No. 9 spot on Army’s 
all-time list with her finish of 56.85. 

The Black Knights captured two jumping 
event titles, including a 1-2 performance in the 
pole vault. 

Freshman Megan Gemar put more space 
between herself and the No. 3 pole vaulter on 
Army’s all-time performance list as the plebe 
won the event by eclipsing the bar at 3.72 
meters. 

Anna Diko and Hallie Huggins are in a tie 
for third all-time behind Gemar with heights 
of 3.50 meters. Gemar is .03 meters shy of the 
academy standard set by Kaci Clark in 2011.

Senior McKenzie Majchrzak capped her 
Army-Navy career with her first long jump 

title. Majchrzak bested Navy’s top jumper by 
.04 meters with a winning leap of 5.42 meters. 

Sophomore Azeezat Olatunde rounded 
out Army’s event winners on the afternoon as 
Olatunde recorded a personal-best throw in the 
shot put of 13.00 meters. Army finished 1-3 in 
the event as freshman Emily Ezerins claimed 
third place (12.15 meters). 

Navy’s win marked its 10th consecutive Star 
Meet victory, including fifth straight outdoor 

triumph. With the Navy men defeating Army 
earlier in the day, the Midshipmen captured their 
second consecutive season sweep over the Black 
Knights. With two wins this season, the Navy 
women gained the all-time advantage against 
Army, 27-26-1. 

Army’s 11-point setback was its closest 
outdoor loss to Navy since the 2007 meet which 
saw the Midshipmen edge the Black Knights 
by nine points.

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications 

History was made Sunday morning 
as Army and Navy met for the first 
“Star” match in women’s tennis. The 
first regular-season meeting belonged 
to Army in a 6-1 decision. The teams 
had met in the previous two Patriot 
League Tournaments, during which 
Army defeated its rival, but never for 
a regular-season dual match.  

The Army victory kept the Black 
Knights perfect in Patriot League play 
and ended the Midshipmen’s 17-match 
win streak. Army improved to 18-4 
overall and won its 59th-straight 
regular-season Patriot League match. 

Army swept the doubles matches in 
just under an hour and a half. The team 
clinched the doubles point with wins 
at Nos. 3 and 1 in that order. Junior 
Margaret Iliev and freshman Carolyn 
Pitman led their Navy counterparts 
nearly the entire way. The most 
lopsided of the matches, Iliev and 
Pitman broke a 4-4 tie with a 4-0 run 
to win 8-4. 

Playing atop the order, sisters Della 
and Elle Taylor collected an 8-5 win 
over Navy’s Noelle Kaufmann and 
Erin Snook. The Taylors battled back 

from down 2-1 to lead 3-2. The sisters 
later led 7-4 and hung on for the 8-6 
victory. The win secured the doubles 
point in Army’s favor for the third-
straight match. 

Senior tri-captain Erin Colton and 
junior Jamila Paul outlasted Navy’s 
Sam Troop and Emani Decquir at No. 
2. In a back-and-forth bout, the duo 
turned a 5-4 lead into an 8-5 win and 
registered its team-best 17th win of 
the year. 

Army won five of six singles 
matches and four were decided in 
straight sets. Colton downed Decquir 
handedly at No. 1, 6-3, 6-2, as did 
Pitman and Della Taylor at Nos. 4 and 
6, respectively. Not long after Colton 
won atop the flight, freshman Gabriella 
Spindler clinched the match with a 
6-1, 7-5 win at No. 5. Spindler trailed 
Stephanie Ton 5-2 in the second set and 
rallied to win 7-5 and give the Black 
Knights a 4-1 advantage. 

In the longest matches of the 
afternoon, Paul came up on the short 
end of a 7-6 (9-7), 6-3 decision to Erin 
Snook at No. 2. Meanwhile in the third 
flight, freshman Eva Sung and Navy’s 
Darien Sears battled for three hours in 
the final match of the day. Sung rallied 
to defeat Sears 2-6, 6-2, 7-6 (7-0). 

Senior tri-captain Erin Colton (above), teaming with junior Jamila Paul, returns a ball during 
their 8-5 doubles victory over Navy Sunday. Colton also won at No. 1 singles with a 6-3, 6-2 
straight sets win over Emani Decquir.           Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao
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Army clinches in dramatic fashion, defeats Navy 4-3

Junior Henry Jang-Milsten (above) and 
sophomore Peter Sienko win, 8-1, at No. 3 
doubles over Navy Sunday.  
               Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao

By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

With a 3-0 lead and a comfortable 
advantage in two other singles contests, the 
win seemed all but sealed for Army men’s 
tennis in its annual ‘gold star’ showdown 
with Navy. But the Midshipmen mounted a 
comeback to tie it 3-3 before freshman Caison 
Best broke his competitor in the third set to 
clinch the Black Knights’ 4-3 win Sunday at 
the Lichtenberg Tennis Center.

Army (14-5, 4-0 Patriot League) 
sophomore Peter Sienko and junior Henry 
Jang-Milsten took less than half an hour to 
win their doubles match, 8-1, over Navy’s 
(14-10, 2-1 PL) Alex Gaines and Alex Sisk at 
No. 3. The other two doubles contests were a 
different story as both proved to be a battle.

Down quickly 4-1 at No. 2, senior Rashad 
Shelton and freshman Austin McCasin would 
not go away. The pair found themselves 
behind 5-2 before mounting an incredible 
comeback by winning three of the next four 
games to close the gap to 6-5.

Meanwhile on Court 1, junior Asika Isoh 
and freshman Harrison McCormick attempted 
to give themselves some room by breaking 

Navy (Calvin Mark, Peter McDonald) to 
take a 5-3 advantage. The Midshipmen broke 
right back to take a 6-5 lead over Isoh and 
McCormick.

Down 7-6, Shelton and McCasin used a 
rowdy crowd to capture the momentum and 
win two straight to clinch the doubles point, 
9-7. Isoh and McCormick needed an extra set 
to dispose of Mark and McDonald as well, 
as the Black Knights swept all three doubles 
contests with a 9-8 (7-4) victory at No. 1.

The Black Knights switched from their 
all-black uniforms to all-white for the 
singles matches as Army came out white hot. 
McCormick made the lead 2-0 after a straight-
set win, 6-2, 6-4, at No. 6 over Alex Gaines. 
Shortly after, Isoh pushed Army to the brink 
of clinching by defeating Calvin Mark 6-3, 
6-3 at No. 1.

The match appeared to be all but over 
after Sienko won his first set 6-1 and was one 
game away from clinching the second before 
Navy’s Nicholas Gutsche battled back in the 
second for a 7-5 win.

The Midshipmen captured the next two 
points as Shelton fell at No. 2 and sophomore 
Alex Van Velzer lost at No. 4, both in straight 
sets.

The match came down to Sienko fighting 
in the third set and freshman Caison Best 
trying to complete a straight-set victory at 
No. 3. Sienko fought hard at No. 5 but was 
noticeably hampered in the final set as Gutsche 
clinched the point with a 7-5 third-set win.

Best and fellow plebe Austin Jones traded 
sets and then went point for point in the third 
as the tension grew at Lichtenberg. Best served 
back-to-back aces in the ninth game en route 
to taking a 5-4 lead. Jones struck just once in 
what proved to be the final game of the match 
as Best broke Jones to clinch the Gold Star win 
for the Black Knights.

“That was a great match,” Army head 
coach Jim Poling said. “We had Navy down 
and they’re fighters and came back. It was 
tremendous. I’m proud of both teams—that’s 
what college tennis is all about. The way 
Caison Best battled—he’s shown he can do 
that all season. He played great down the 
stretch; it was amazing.”

The day’s score marked the fourth 
consecutive Star Match that was decided 
by 4-3 and eighth time out of the last nine. 
Despite Army winning three of the last four 
Star Matches, Navy maintains an all-time 
advantage of 49-29 and 58-33 overall.


