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Toni Morrison visits West Point
Toni Morrison speaks to the Class of 2016 at the 36th Sol Feinstone Lecture March 22 on “The Meaning of Freedom,” hosted by the Department of English and 
Philosophy. Morrison, recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature, resides in Grand View-on-Hudson and considers herself a neighbor of West Point, though this 
was her first visit.                                                                                                                                                                                                          Photo by Mike StraSSer/PV

Nobel laureate, author, professor spends time with cadets, reads from ‘Home’
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Parking, force protection measures 
for Army-Yankees baseball Saturday

Department of Defense civilians and supervisors listen to U.S. Military Academy Chief of Staff Col. Charles 
Stafford during a discussion on the plan for budget cuts that also include a DOD civilian furlough. 
                       toMMy GilliGan/USMa Pao  

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Two town hall meetings about the impending furlough 
were convened March 21 for Department of Defense civilians 
and supervisors at Robinson Auditorium with the prevailing 
message to prepare for the worst, even if it’s unclear when that 
may happen.

In between the two sessions at Robinson Auditorium, the 
Pentagon announced a two-week delay for furlough notices—
originally expected to be sent March 23—which could affect the 
effective furlough start date of April 26 and continue through 
Sept. 30, the end of the fiscal year. To date, no furlough letters 
have been issued at West Point and the Civilian Personnel 
Advisory Center is unaware of how it may affect the original 
time table presented at the town halls. 

“There is no certainty in this fiscal moment,” U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. David H. Huntoon said at 
the first town hall session. “We are going to talk today about the 
plan that we have to execute (that) is directed by the Department 
of Defense and the United States government to furlough our 
employees.”

Huntoon attended the town halls to thank the workforce for 
their loyalty and commitment to the mission of the U.S. Military 
Academy. He also wanted to pass as much information as he 
could provide.

“We’re here to tell you everything that we know,” Huntoon 
said. 

USMA Chief of Staff Col. Charles Stafford led the discussion 
on how to plan for the inevitable budget cuts, followed by 
a question-and-answer period. Afterward, individuals could 
meet with Civilian Personnel Advisory Center counselors for 
additional queries.

The furlough extends to roughly 2,000 employees throughout 
West Point, each affected with a loss of 176 hours of labor, 
equivalent to 22 days of non-paid time. No government service 
employee is exempt from furlough. In addition, employees will 
not accrue any leave or sick hours during those furlough days. 

“Not only are we losing income, the academy is losing 
productivity,” Stafford said. “That’s an important piece in all 
of this. That will be a challenge across the board in everything 
we do.”

Non-appropriated fund personnel may be furloughed for 
business-based reasons, due to a loss of appropriated funds, 
Stafford said. Currently, there is no guidance from the Department 
of the Army to do so. The only exceptions are:

•  Employees who are 100 percent funded for fiscal year 2013 
whose pay comes from non-DOD account;

• Employees who are 100 percent non-DOD reimbursable 
funded (for example, FBI personnel working in the Combating 

Submitted by the Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security

The Army baseball team is set to play an exhibition game 
against the New York Yankees Saturday at Johnson Stadium. 
First pitch is scheduled for 2:26 p.m. 

With an abudance of people expected in Central Area for 
the game and parking at a premium, the following parking 
measures will be in effect to support the event:

Reserved Parking—Doubleday, Clinton, Thayer Roof, 
Tennis Courts, Kosciuszko, Clinton Place, 639 Upper, 639 
Lower and Eisenhower Hall parking lots are all reserved 
parking for the game.

General Parking—A, AAA, F, D and G letter parking 
lots are available for general parking. There will be a shuttle 
service that will run from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m. A shuttle bus 

for the handicapped will also be available throughout the day.
Due to the amount of vehicle and foot traffic, there will 

be an increase of Military Police patrols throughout the 
installation.  

Residents are reminded to remain vigilant and contact the 
Military Police Desk at 938-3333 if they observe any suspicious 
individuals or acts such as persons taking atypical photographs 
or asking abnormal questions about the installation.  

Please note that if calling 911 while on West Point, you 
must tell the operator that you’re on West Point. 

The operator will divert your call to the West Point Military 
Police.

Point of contact for the force protection message is Luke 
Pagan, Antiterrorism Specialist, at 938-8859. 

Security is everyone’s responsibility: Remember if you 
see something, hear something, say something.
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West Point welcomes Morrison to Class of 2016 lecture   

Toni Morrison laughs while reading from her latest novel “Home” and answers 
questions from cadets during the 36th Sol Feinstone Lecture for the Class of 
2016 March 22. 

Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Toni Morrison, the first African-
American woman to win the Nobel 
Prize in Literature, and only the 

eighth female author among its recipients, 
honored the U.S. Military Academy and the 
Class of 2016 as its guest lecturer March 22.

The occasion was the 36th Sol Feinstone 
Lecture, hosted by the Department of English 
and Philosophy, which has presented an eclectic 
range of authors like Carl Sagan, Elie Wiesel, 
Milton Friedman and Tom Wolfe among its 
speakers. 

Col. Scott Krawczyk, head of the Department 
of English and Philosophy, introduced Morrison 
to the stage at Robinson Auditorium for a 
standing ovation from a standing-room-only 
audience inside Thayer Hall. 

Krawczyk referenced a rich lifetime of her 
work that includes fiction, children’s books, a 
libretto and essays. He described “Playing in 
the Dark,” as one of the most influential pieces 
of literary criticism written in the 20th century. 

“Through that book Toni Morrison has 
allowed us to see that the meaning of freedom 
in America and American literature is always 
mediated by the material fact and long, long 
shadow of slavery,” Krawczyk said.

Morrison’s latest novel, “Home,” was read 
by the Class of 2016 earlier this semester in its 
literature course.

 The protagonist in “Home” is a Korean War 
veteran suffering from post traumatic stress, 
a subject Krawczyk said Morrison examines 
repeatedly in her work, which is “not the sole 
province of the Soldier.” The trauma of slavery 
is captured in the literature of Morrison as a 
defining condition of the African-American 
experience.

“The novel, which was read by all cadets in 
EN102, forces us to confront moral ambiguity, 
an absolute imperative for the development of 
our cadets,” Krawczyk said. 

He said cadets study literature for more than 
just the leadership lessons embedded within the 
pages of authors like Morrison.

“We also study Toni Morrison at West Point 
in order to become better citizens,” he said. 
“More informed members of society who are 
deeply conscious of our nation’s past as we 
move forward together into the future; striving 
alongside each other, military and civilian, to 
shape that future.”

This was Morrison’s first visit to West 
Point. Residing in Grand View-on-Hudson, 
though, she considers herself a neighbor, with 
only the rare occasion where she passed by the 
academy—once by boat.

Morrison read three passages from “Home” 
and then answered questions from cadets in 
the audience about the characters in her book, 
modern-day racism and race relations. Morrison 
said racism can be seen as a substitute for 
something else ... “for feeling bad.”

“Can you imagine how little and how low 
they must feel about themselves? How cowardly 
...,” Morrison said.

On the subject of “Home,” Morrison said 

she became interested in writing about the 1950s 
and Korean War because it was an era in which 
the national narrative had become “scabbed over 
and veiled” with time.

Later in her discussion, she hinted an 
interest in writing a more contemporary story,   
given her affinity to writing on stories set in 
decades past. She also mentioned the play she 
collaborated on called “Desdemona,” based on 
Shakespeare’s “Othello.”

Her inspiration for that was simple.
“I would only do it if I could take out Iago,” 

she said, of Shakespeare’s villain.
She also spoke of the Nigerian-born novelist 

Chinua Achebe, whose death was reported the 
same day as her visit. 

She described him as a writer of real 
consequence who inspired her deeply. Morrison 
said as Tolstoy or Dostoyevsky became the 
literary voice of Russia, Achebe served as 
the definitive voice for his country and an 
inspiration for African-American writers.

Morrison, a Robert F. Goheen Professor in 
the Humanities Emerita at Princeton University, 
said her favorite part of any appearance is taking 
questions from students.

“After years and years of teaching at 
Princeton, it’s the give-and-take and the queries, 
I enjoy that,” Morrison said. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Katherine Bullard, the 

cadet-in-charge of the African-American Arts 
Forum, joined Morrison on stage for a moment 
and presented her with a bouquet of flowers 
and a hug.

“To share the stage with such an 
accomplished, powerful and confident woman 
as Professor Toni Morrison, was extremely 
humbling,” Bullard said. 

Bullard also sat with Morrison and other 
club members for lunch at the Cadet Mess.

“In our short interaction, she explained that 
her writings illustrate the melodic rhythms that 
have touched her throughout life,” Bullard said. 
“We discussed artistry and how music such as 
jazz, poetry and other art forms intermingle as 
they are linked to the same rhythm that touches 
the essence of one’s spirit. When we capture 
these emotions, feelings and passions produced 
by this rhythm, in forms of art, we are released 
from ourselves through expression.”  

Morrison said she rarely eats before a 
lecture, but made an exception given the unique 
opportunity to explore the inside of the historic 
dining hall.

“That was very impressive. First of all, that 
hall is astonishing. It’s the kind of place you 
want to tour when no one is there,” Morrison 
said. “There’s something about being there that 
made me hungry. I had a good time there.”

Class of 2013 Cadet John Miele was unable 

to attend the lecture but managed to be the first 
cadet in line afterward for the book-signing 
appearance at Cullum Hall. In his hand was a 
copy of Morrison’s “Song of Solomon,” which 
he said offered some guidance on transitioning 
to adulthood.

“I read this when I was a senior in high 
school, and I feel like it really added to my 
final preparations of leaving my hometown and 
coming to West Point,” Miele, a Harrington 
Park, N.J., native, said. 

Miele, a future infantry officer, didn’t prepare 
any questions or comments for Morrison.

“I just want to tell her how appreciative I 
am that she is such a great author who helped 
me in my life,” Miele said.

The line stretched outside along the sidewalk 
and nearly to the West Point Club. For a short 
spell, Class of 2016 Cadet Thomas Hinds was 
at the end of the line.

“I was very impressed with her lecture. We 
were talking beforehand about how amazing it 
was when William Faulkner came to West Point 
51 years ago,” Hinds said. “I was just thinking 
how Morrison’s visit will be compared in the 
future.”

Soon, others joined him. Tammy Bongi from 
the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School’s 
Department of English was teaching at the time 
of the lecture. 

The new dean there gave her permission 
to get her book signed and she brought along a 
cadet candidate.

“I’ve read a lot of her books before but I 
haven’t read the new one yet,” Bongi said. “‘The 
Bluest Eye’ is one of those experiences that you 
can’t forget because it has such universal themes 
and everyone can connect with it at some level.”

That evening Morrison was hosted by 
the Association of Graduates at Herbert Hall 
with a dinner and entertainment. Cadets read 
excerpts of her novels. Class of 2015 Cadet 
Krystal Onyema sang “He Is By” from the 
opera “Margaret Garner” for which Morrison 
provided the text.

“It was an unforgettable day, and a priceless 
experience,” Bullard said. “The experience of 
being able to attend the lecture, validated to 
me, how powerful words are. I had never seen 
someone be able to command the attention of so 
many for so long by just reading from a book. 
The sound of 1,000 pages turning voluntarily 
at the same time while following Professor 
Morrison’s voice was breathtaking.  I was truly 
inspired.”

A photo gallery from Toni Morrison’s 
visit is available on the USMA 
Flickr page at www.flick/photos/
west_point/. 

Another article and video from the 
Association of Graduates is available 
at www.westpointaog.org/WestPoi
ntNews?=&storyid27666=9280&n
cs27666=3.

More online
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Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

(Editor’s Note: Last week’s article focused on the Flying 
Team and its members. This week, the Pointer View looks into the 
Ground School and the competitive origins of the Flying Team.)

The reasons cadets attend Ground School vary. Some are 
considering aviation as one of their branch choices. Others are just 
eager to set in motion the process of earning their private pilot’s 
license. In either case, membership in the West Point Aviation 
Club will get them where they need to be. 

It costs roughly $10,000 for a private pilot’s license, and 
most of the required training is up to the individual to pursue. 
The Ground School offers an opportunity for cadets with no 
aviation experience to learn a signifi cant amount of knowledge 
with minimal cost. The academic syllabus prepares cadets 
to pass the Federal Aviation Administration’s Private Pilot 
Written Test. 

“That gets them started and if it piques their interest and 
have the resources available they can get the rest of the training 
on their own,” Air Force Lt. Col. Ronald Whittle, Ground 
School instructor and Aviation Club offi cer-in-charge, said. “If 
they follow through and pass the written FAA test, then they 
can join the Flying Team as a non-fl ying member.”

What the Ground School can’t supply is the fl ight training 
required to pass the FAA practical test for a private pilot’s 
license. Whittle said the costs for aircraft, fuel and training 
would be too great and he wouldn’t be surprised if half the Corps 
signed up for it.

“Even if a cadet doesn’t branch aviation and, say, chooses 
infantry, the things you will learn about aviation make you a 
more knowledgeable consumer,” Lt. Col. Tanya Markow, Ground 
School instructor, said. “So when you call for air support you 
will have the understanding behind what you need and what you 
can ask for.”

Markow recalled a trainee in fl ight school who quit after 
discovering a fear of fl ying behind the controls of an aircraft.

“That’s probably not the best time to fi gure something like 
that out. So for some, joining an Aviation Club might help confi rm 
whether that could become a factor,” Markow said. “Or maybe 
it’s not even the fl ying. It could be all the planning that a person 
fi nds unappealing. Better to fi nd out now and make an intelligent 
and informed decision about the branch.”

Though cadets are exposed to branch choices through summer 
training, the Cadet Troop Leader Training and other opportunities, 
there is value in joining clubs with military-related focus.

“It’s a good way to validate your interests. The direction we 
are taking with the club really allows cadets to do that,” Whittle 
said.

Following Ground School, cadets can join the Flying Team 
as non-fl ying members. This would allow cadets to train and 
compete in navigation events, participate in the message drop 
and pre-fl ight evaluations. 

“After they fi nished Ground School and passed the FAA 
written test, they can apply this knowledge at a higher level,” 
Whittle said. “Even if they can’t wiggle the stick and fl y the 
airplane, they’ll gain greater insight into what this means because 
they can see it in action. This can help them become a better 
aviator later on.”

Flying Team History
No one associated with the Aviation Club today knows for 

certain when it fi rst originated, though Markow remembers 
joining as a plebe in 1991. 

“It has evolved a lot since then,” the Ground School instructor 
said. “Originally, the club was a way to give cadets an opportunity 
to continue fl ight instruction on their own. When I was a cadet 
here—I don’t remember if there was a Ground School—we would 
have trip sections to the airport in Poughkeepsie and that was 
basically it. You’d pay for your own instruction, just as cadets 

would have to do today to earn their pilot license. But there was 
no Flying Team and the concept of competitive fl ying was not 
an option then.”

She returned as an instructor in 2004-07, and served as the 
club’s OIC for a couple years.

“The club had not fl own for many years and my big push 
was getting them in the air again,” Markow said. “We offered 
the free Ground School, which I taught, and that was an exciting, 
busy time.”

When she returned to the academy a few years later, she was 
excited to see the progress made within the club.

“The creation of the Flying Team gives cadets a goal beyond 
just getting a pilot license,” Markow said. “Now they can compete 
at this and become more profi cient. The nice thing about the 
competitive events is that it makes you a safer pilot.”

Whittle agrees.
“These events really stretch the skills—your aviation skills, 

your judgment skills,” he said. “As an aviator it has benefi ts 
beyond any competitive award.” 

For the senior members, Class of 2013 Cadets Nevada 
Shelton and Bryan Wilson consider their sophomore year as the  
rebirth of the Flying Team. 

“It was sort of re-founded, or resurrected that year and we 
were the fi rst members,” Shelton said. “It went dormant for a few 
years before Maj. (Zachary) Mundell got it going and had the 
idea of bringing back a competitive Flying Team.”

Mundell graduated from West Point in 1999 as an armor 
offi cer but had enlisted in 1993 as a Black Hawk helicopter 
repairer and crew chief. 

Shelton, Wilson and a few others received an email from 
Mundell, who taught in the Department of Behavioral Sciences 
and Leadership, prior to Club Night in 2010 about visiting the 
Aviation Club booth. Any cadets who had their pilot license could 
join the new Flying Team.

“I want to say we had around 10 cadets sign up that year,” 
Wilson said. “We had a couple meetings where we talked about 
the competition in general and the funding issues. When it came 
down to fi guring out what we needed to do and how we were to 
pay for it, there ended up being only the three of us.”

“Well, we were the three who liked fl ying enough to pay to 
go compete, and that’s sort of how we got started,” Shelton said. 

In that fi rst year, the cadets paid their own way into the 2010 
regional competition and had only one offi cial day of fl ight 
training prior to the event. 

“It kind of all came together quickly,” Shelton said. “We 
were sort of learning on the go, and Maj. Mundell was learning 
as were we all along.”

Shelton said that Mundell managed to get a recently-
graduated Air Force Academy lieutenant to provide some 
guidance on the road trip to regionals.

“Basically on the car ride, the lieutenant brought us up to 
speed the best he could,” Shelton said. “The fi rst event was that 
night, and for the rest of the weekend we were pulling late nights 
studying, getting up early to prepare in between events.”

“It was like you competed in one event and then prep for 
the next one, doing that again and again,” Wilson said. “It was 
sort of like preparing for fi nals without going to class the entire 
semester, and then the day before the exam you have someone 
coach you on what you missed.” 

Mundell, the acting OIC at the time, said they did well, 
despite having only one day to practice. It also prepared them 
for the next go-around.

“In the fall of 2011, we were able to fi eld a slightly larger 
team and thanks to the generosity of an aircraft owner in Long 
Island, we were able to practice our fl ying skills throughout the 

year,” Mundell, who is currently assigned to the 7-17 Cavalry 
Regiment, 159th Combat Aviation Brigade in Fort Campbell, 
Ky., said.

That year, Joe and Pete Scherer from the Class of 2015 were 
among the new team members, and Wilson said the training was 
more concentrated on being competitive. They placed fourth in 
the regional competition.

“We defi nitely improved that year and did a lot better in 
competition,” Wilson said. 

“I think we fell short only three points from third,” Shelton 
said. “It was something miniscule like that.”

Flying Team wins
The West Point cadets won the 2013 Northeast Collegiate 

Regional Flying Team Competition early in March. But from the 
way the awards ceremony was conducted, it wasn’t a sure thing.

“They started with the awards from the ground events, 
which we did OK, but not that well in,” Class of 2014 Cadet 
Frank Arnold, the team’s cadet-in-charge said. “When they were 
announcing those I thought, ‘I guess we’re going to have to make 
a ‘good effort’ speech.”

Instead, the team returned to West Point with the championship 
trophy and seven others. 

“I was a little surprised,” Arnold said. “During the award 
presentations I looked around the room, and comparatively, we 
had a lot of trophies. All of us scored pretty highly in every event.”

Arnold said other teams were equally surprised. For a team 
that had competed only twice previously, the win was unexpected.

“We weren’t exactly a joke team before, but that fi rst year 
we didn’t know what we were walking into,” Arnold said. “We 
went from competing after only one practice to a full-training 
schedule this year. Apparently, it made a difference.”

During the club meeting March 18, Whittle reminded the 
cadets the secret to their success.

“Teamwork. You all did well individually, but because we 
trained together, helped each other and made sure everybody 
understood what they needed to know, that’s the reason you 
won,” Whittle said.

Specifi cally, the team dominated in the power-off landing 
events due to their development of techniques.

“Just the fact that we had a specifi c technique to go out and 
apply, and then could deviate from, made a big difference,” 
Whittle said. “That’s what being a professional pilot is all about.”

Col. Glenn Goldman, the director of the Department of 
Military Instruction which sponsors the Aviation Club, appeared 
at the club meeting to congratulate the team and present them 
each with a certifi cate of achievement.

“It’s pretty amazing what you accomplished, especially given 
how busy you all are, and the amount of effort that went into it,” 
Goldman said. “We are all very proud of you.” 

Ground School, Flying Team offer insight into aviation

Where’s the photos?
Admittedly, the reporter went beyond the average word 

count for a feature story, which explains the lack of visual 
representation on this page. Our apologies. We uploaded  
some photos of the Aviation Club on the USMA Flickr site 
at www.fl ickr.com/photos/west_point. Thanks for reading!                                    

           — The Pointer View staff

Pointer View  

Second in Two-Part Series
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Cadet aCtivities Update
Climbing team: The West Point climbing team 

traveled to Wallingford, Conn., March 23 and competed  
in its fourth Collegiate Climbing Series of the season. The 
team arrived at the Prime Climb climbing gym and was 
surprised to see that the U.S. Naval Academy team was 
also competing. 

For nearly an hour, cadets scoped out potential rope 
climbs and boulder problems in order to strategize and 
develop a game plan before the competition started. The 
format was similar to past competitions, with participants 
tasked to complete the three hardest boulder problems 
and two hardest roped climbs in the allotted four hours 
of climbing. 

Members of the Army team competed well individually, 
but also functioned very well as a group, with good team 
cohesion. Cadets worked together to figure out the most 
efficient way to complete various climbs and supported 
each other while they were climbing, which served to both 
bolster confidence and to keep motivation high throughout 
the full four hours. Again, several cadets placed in the top 
10, with the team’s captain, Class of 2014 Cadet Chris 
Price, showing definite improvement and recovery from a 
recent finger injury, to place fourth in the male category. 
Class of 2016 Cadet Julian Barker placed third overall in 
the male category. 

West Point finished in second place, behind RIT, but 
succeeded in its “Beat Navy” goal. Though several of the 
midshipmen on Navy’s climbing team were strong, the 
Army team persevered and returned to West Point with an 
authoritative victory against Navy.

Skeet and Trap: The West Point skeet & trap team 
reinforced its position as the pre-eminent collegiate shotgun 
team in the northeastern U.S. at the annual Yale Invitational 
shoot March 24. The shoot, held on the grounds of the 
Hartford Gun Club and organized by the Yale Skeet & Trap 
team since 2009, featured 30 shooters representing West 
Point, Yale and Trinity College. 

The cadets dominated the competition, winning the team 
overall trophy with 668 targets to second-place Yale’s 643. 
Class of 2014 Cadet Andrew Laib won the award for high 
overall individual shooter, with Class of 2015 Cadet Robert 
Sterling taking third place in the overall competition. 

Laib’s individual victory came after an exciting shoot-off 
for the top spot against Yale shooter Richard Riddle. Laib 
also took second place in the American skeet competition, 
as well as second place in American trap. Top honors in the 
American trap competition went to Class of 2015 Cadet 
Robert Sterling who edged out Laib by one target in a 
shoot-off. The competition provided one final opportunity 
to hone their skills in competition before the team heads to 
San Antonio for the 2013 Collegiate National Clay Target 
Championships. The weekend victory provided a boost in 
confidence for the team right before Nationals, where over 
300 shooters from nearly 70 colleges will compete.  

Staff Reports

The Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science recently reported on some interesting activities by cadets 
and faculty. On March 1-2, the newly-formed Cadet Competitive 
Cyber Team, or C3T, competed in its first competition since 
forming this January. 

The C3T participated in the Codegate 2013 YUT Challenge, 
an international cyber security competition hosted in Seoul, 
Republic of Korea. The team participated remotely, occupying 
computer labs in Thayer Hall, and spent 36 hours straight solving 
a series of cyber challenges in the areas of digital forensics, 
software vulnerabilities, web application exploitation, and binary 
data analysis. This was an open challenge, so participating teams 
consisted of groups of undergraduates, graduate students and 

Cyber Team competes in Codegate; 
cadets build temperature sensors

network security professionals. 
The C3T placed 79th out of 285 competitors, a respectable 

showing for its first team competition, especially considering the 
experience level of the competitors.

In February, cadets enrolled in IT105, the Introduction to 
Computing and Information Technology course, conducted a 
two-hour lab where they soldered and built a temperature sensor. 
This was the last semester for the older model of the sensor. It 
will be replaced in future semesters by the new sensor designed 
last year and piloted in 10 sections over the two semesters in the 
2013 academic year. 

On March 4, cadets had the opportunity to attend a dinner 
and a presentation by the department’s Electronic Experimenter’s 
Club to learn how to use the new sensors in additional ways 
including hacking into them.

Pipes & Drums project links 
Corps with USMA Band
Submitted by the Pipes and Drums Clubs

The U.S. Corps of Cadets and the USMA Band recently 
worked together in their first of four sessions of the “Pipes & 
Drums Recording Project.” For the 40th anniversary of the Pipes 
& Drums Club, members were determined to do something 
different and out of their comfort zone. Under the guidance 
of Staff Sgt. Brandie Lane and Staff Sgt. Joseph Skinner of 
the USMA Band, the cadets set the groundwork for the first of 
three recording sessions in an effort to produce digital music 
recordings. 

The band performed all of its arrangements and took guidance 
from the noncommissioned officers on how to professionally 
record music and develop an album. This is the first time that the 
Pipes & Drums will record an album in the 40-year history of 
the band. The band performed on the stage of Eisenhower Hall 
and ran through a number of arrangements, working with Lane 
and Skinner to get “the sound right.”

All recording sessions will be held on the main stage of 
Eisenhower Hall Theatre from 6:30-8:30 p.m., on April 24, 29 
and May 1.

For the first time in club history, Pipes & Drums 
cadets are working with the USMA Band to record an 
album in support of its 40th anniversary. CoUrteSy Photo

CoUrteSy Photo

Pointer View  
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Cadets aren’t allowed to 
take education tax benefits 

Terrorism Center);
• And employees who are 100 percent Cadet 

Fee funded, such as personnel in the Information 
and Educational Technology Division.

Scheduling the required furlough days over 
the course of 11 pay periods (a loss of 16 hours 
per pay period) will vary based on mission 
requirements, but would equate to one less work 
day per week. Furlough days can be coordinated 
through supervisors and combined with annual 
leave or compensatory time for longer periods 
of time off. 

Those who schedule a furlough day both 
before and after a federal holiday would 
not receive holiday pay. Also, those seeking 
to recover some income through outside 
employment can arrange an accommodating 
work schedule with their immediate supervisor.

“We can’t give you a ‘one-size-fits-all’ 
policy, it won’t work,” Stafford said. “Each 
of you has an individual life. It’s important at 
every level, at your office, at your directorate 
and department, that we have equity among 
employees.”

In addition: 
• There will be no complete office closures 

during the furlough;
• Furloughed employees may not substitute 

paid leave or other time off for furlough time;
• Employees will not earn overtime or 

compensatory time on furloughed days.
Stafford said two mission priorities through 

this fiscal year are the Class of 2013 Graduation 
and Reception Day for the Class of 2017. 

“These are the two primary missions, and 
directorates need to ensure they are sufficiently 
manned to accomplish those missions,” Stafford 
said.

Don Hale, president of the American 
Federation of Government Employees Local 
2367, emphasized employees may not volunteer 
their time to work on furloughed days. Even 
responding to an email or answering a phone 
call sent from the office while on furlough would 
violate the Fair Labor Standards Act.

“I understand that you’ve always stepped up 
to the plate in order to get things done, but you 
would be violating a law that there is no defense 
for,” Hale said. “You have to refrain from that. 
I haven’t spoken this much about not working 
on furlough days to any other group. What’s in 
your heart, you just have to let go.”

U.S. Military Academy Chief of Staff Col. Charles Stafford goes over slides that 
pertain to the DOD civilian furlough, which extends to roughly 2,000 employees 
at West Point and 800,000 throughout DOD.          toMMy GilliGan/USMa Pao  

By Capt. Michael Sandberg
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate

The West Point Tax Center has fielded many 
questions this tax season about whether cadets 
can take the American Opportunity Credit, 
Lifetime Learning Credit, or Tuition and Fees 
deduction for books and other education-related 
expenses incurred while attending USMA.  

Cadets cannot claim these education 
tax benefits, and in doing so may commit 
a fraud upon the government that can have 
serious financial and security clearance-related 
consequences.  

To legally claim any of these education tax 
benefits, you must have “qualified education 
expenses” from an “eligible educational 
institution.”  While the first prong is frequently 
met, the United States Military Academy does 
not meet the definition of “eligible educational 
institution.”  

The IRS defines “eligible educational 
institution” in Publication 17 as follows:

“An eligible educational institution is 
generally any accredited public, nonprofit, 
or proprietary (private) college, university, 
vocational school, or other postsecondary 
institution. Also, the institution must be 
eligible to participate in a student aid program 
administered by the Department of Education. 
Virtually all accredited postsecondary 
institutions meet this definition.”

While this last sentence is leading many 
cadets and even some tax preparers to believe 
that USMA is an eligible educational institution, 
USMA does not accept any federal financial aid, 
nor does it participate in a student aid program 
under the Department of Education.  

Rather, USMA (as well as USNA and 
USAFA) falls under the Department of Defense 
and is not within the IRS’ definition of eligible 
educational institution. This has been verified 
with the Army’s Legal Assistance Policy 
Division at the Pentagon.  

These education tax benefits are valuable, 
and often amount to an additional $1,000 refund 
for a cadet who wrongfully claims them versus 
one who does not. 

However, interpreting this rule is black and 
white: USMA is not an eligible educational 
institution for purposes of education tax benefits.  
Therefore, cadets do not qualify to take any of 
these education credits or deductions.  

The IRS takes the claiming of valuable credits 
seriously. A 2011 investigation by the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration 
revealed that 1.7 million taxpayers erroneously 
claimed $2.6 billion in education credits during 
the 2010 tax filing season.  

Already in this current tax season, the IRS 
reported that more than 600,000 returns have 
errors on Form 8863, the form where education 
credits are claimed. The IRS has increased the 
scrutiny of education credits. The IRS will 
demand not only recoupment on the original 
amount wrongfully claimed, but it will also seek 
stiff penalties and interest.  

The West Point Tax Center advises all cadets 
to refrain from claiming any education credit 
or deduction for expenses incurred at USMA. 

If you erroneously claimed an education tax 
credit or deduction on a prior return, the West 
Point Tax Center can help you file an amended 
return. 

Contact the West Point Tax Center at 938-
5920 if you have any questions.

The West Point Tax Center, located in Bldg. 626, will see clients on an 
appointment only-basis from 8:30 a.m.-noon and 1:15-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
through April 15. 

Active-duty servicemembers, cadets, reservists with at least 30 days of 
consecutive duty time, family members and retirees are eligible to get their taxes 
completed at the center. To schedule an appointment, call 938-5920.
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Gospel Service celebrates first year at Rob Aud
Story and photos submitted by 
Chaplain (Capt.) Miller J. Eichelberger

It was a celebration for one year of service at Robinson 
Auditorium. On Sunday, community members gathered inside 
Thayer Hall to mark the occasion since the West Point Gospel 
Service relocated from the Post Chapel to Robinson Auditorium. 

Previously the Gospel Service began at 12:30 p.m. in the Post 
Chapel, but Chaplain (Capt.) Miller “Ike” Eichelberger envisioned 
the service starting at the same time as West Point’s other Sunday 
worship services, thus began the quest to relocate. 

Eichelberger serves as the 3rd Regimental chaplain in the Corps 
of Cadets, as well as the Gospel Service pastor.

The Gospel Service celebration theme “Living Worship” 
was led by the senior garrison chaplain, Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Ray 
Robinson. 

Robinson encouraged those attending the Gospel Service 
to live a life which is pleasing to God. A life pleasing to God is 
demonstrated by love and sacrifice for the good of others.

Attendees came to the podium during service testifying what 
the Gospel Service meant to them. 

“Family is what the Gospel Service means to me,” Class of 

2015 Cadet Dillon Aiken said. “Where I am from the worship 
service is not as active as here and I did not know what to expect 
from the Gospel Service. 

“Chaplain Ike and the Gospel Service have opened their arms 
to receive me as a family member and I have been welcomed in 
homes, fellowships and into the personal lives of different folks 
in this service, which makes it a family away from family,” Aiken 
added.

The Gospel Service has been instrumental in connecting people 
together as family. 

Whether dressed in a suit standing up and clapping, in jeans 
and a T-shirt sitting in silence, or in the cadets’ various uniforms 
saying amen out loud; all are welcomed to come and be a part of 
this family.

“I have not had the opportunity to express myself freely 
in a service before, but the Gospel Service allows Christians 
from different backgrounds to do that,” Fonta Mitchell said. “I 
have connected with sisters in Christ from different ages and 
backgrounds and we are family.”

Following prayer and communion, Eichelberger ended the 
service with a simple message: “Live for God and serve man 
every day.” 

One year after relocating its services to Thayer Hall’s 
Robinson Auditorium, the West Point Gospel Service 
congregation celebrated its anniversary March 24. 

African Children’s Choir arrives April 7

CoUrteSy Photo

The African Children’s Choir will be making 
itsthird visit to West Point 10:30 a.m. April 7, with 
a combined congregation worship service.

Founded in 1984, this choir is made up of children 
ages 7 to 12 from several African nations such as 
Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda and South Africa. Many of 
the children have lost one or both parents to AIDS 
and other poverty-related diseases, and all of them 
are victims of extreme poverty.  

The choir serves as the main fundraising branch 
for its parent organization, Music for Life Institute, 
with proceeds from the choir’s work used to fund 
education and relief efforts for African children 
affected by poverty and disease.  

More than 7,000 children in several African 
nations are currently being supported through the 
program. 

One year after relocating its services to Thayer 
Hall’s Robinson Auditorium, the West Point 
Gospel Service congregation celebrates its 
anniversary Sunday. 

Members of the West Point Gospel Service congregation sing during their one-year anniversary of relocating their services Sunday. 
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By Army and Air Force Exchange Service 
Public Affairs

The West Point/Fort Hamilton Exchange has 
been awarded the Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service’s highest honor for operational excellence, 
the Director/CEO Cup. 

The award, specific to leadership, expert customer 
service, innovation and business results, is awarded 
annually to one large, medium and small operation. 

The West Point/Fort Hamilton Exchange took 
home the trophy for the medium category at the 
organization’s worldwide Main Store Manager/
General Manager conference in Dallas March 18.

The Exchange’s West Point/Fort Hamilton 
location played a critical role in supporting 
servicemembers and first responders before, during 
and after Superstorm Sandy. 

In October, associates at Brooklyn’s Fort 
Hamilton joined coworkers from their sister 
Exchange at West Point to serve more than 2,000 

troops helping New York City recover from the 
deadly and destructive tropical cyclone. 

A mobile field exchange at Bennett Field 
supported an additional 1,600 troops in the wake of 
the storm.

Beyond Sandy, the West Point/Fort Hamilton 
Exchange engaged active-duty troops, military 
retirees, spouses, National Guard members and 
Reservists at various community events and meetings. 

Management forged personal bonds with 
installation leadership, and kept their shopping 
destination extraordinarily exciting with regular 
customer contests and prizes, ranging from gift 
cards to trips.

“We are ecstatic to receive this great honor,” 
General Manager Michele Weisshaar said. “Our team 
takes great pride in helping servicemembers thrive in 
difficult times. This award will serve as a reminder in 
the years to come of how the Exchange can and does 
make the lives of Soldiers, Airmen and their families 
better even in the face of adversity.”

West  Po in t /For t  Hami l ton 
Exchange awarded for excellence

A career expo was held at the West Point Club March 19 to 
provide community members and transitioning military job 
seekers a chance to speak to 39 employers and receive training 
in workshops, like Networking Success and Resumé Success 
provided by the West Point Army Career and Alumni Program. 
Although 580 job seekers pre-registered for the event, the 
attendance was reduced due to a snowstorm the day before and 
on the day of the event. The next expo is scheduled for Sept. 12 
at the West Point Club.    Photo by Vinnie GUariGlia/DPtMS

Job seekers gather at West Point

Pointer View  Read next week’s Pointer View for the next 
installment of our newspaper redesign as we’re 
going to introduce the new “Flag.”
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JUST ANNOUNCED

FMWR Fitness Center Co-op
The FMWR Fitness Center Co-op is dedicated to helping 

parents who want to get fi t, but who fi nd it diffi cult with an infant 
or toddler to get to the gym. How does it work? You volunteer for 
shifts looking after children at the co-op, conveniently located at 
the front of the FMWR Fitness Center. In return, you get to drop 
your children off at the co-op and work out in peace and quiet.

The co-op runs between 8:45-11:15 p.m. Monday-Friday and 
is open for children from 6 weeks to 5 years old who are registered 
with the CDC. Every shift has at least 2-3 parents volunteering 
at a time, so you’re never on your own. The next session starts 
Monday and runs until June 5. 

For details, contact msurry@hotmail.com or jonijimstar@
yahoo.com.

Walk a Mile
The third annual “Walk a Mile” in observance of Sexual 

Assault Awareness Month is scheduled from 11:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Wednesday, with the start and fi nish behind Thayer Statue.  

The rain or snow date is April 12.  
For details, call Shelley Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program 

manager, at 938-3369 or email shelley.ariosto@us.army.mil. 

USAG West Point Spouse Sponsorship Program
Have you ever arrived at a new installation with more 

questions than answers? What do you wish you had known about 
West Point prior to arriving? Here is your chance to help the 
next round of newly arriving spouses by serving as their Spouse 
Sponsor at West Point.  

Training will be offered to prepare you to assist new spouses 
and to provide you with the information you will need. All 
spouses regardless of rank or time at West Point are welcome to 
volunteer to serve in this crucial role. Call today to reserve your 
spot in one of the upcoming trainings being offered in April.  

Upcoming training schedules are: 
• April 4—9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
• April 11—5:30-6:30 p.m.; 
• April 18—9:30-10:30 a.m.; 
• April 25—5:30-6:30 p.m.
All training takes place in the ACS Heritage Room, Bldg. 622. 
RSVP ahead of time to reserve your spot. For details, call 

938-3487.

Arts & Crafts Shop April Classes
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop offers a sewing class 

with Jana every Tuesday evening in April from 5-7 p.m.
During the month of April, arts and crafts classes also include: 
• Italian cooking class with Sue, 5-7 pm April 4 at the Lee 

CDC;
• Mommy and Me class, free choice of ceramic painting, 

10-11 a.m. April 6 at the arts and crafts shop.
Registration and payment are required. For details, call 

938-4812.

Spring Trips with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services April 6 for the International Food 

Tour of New York City. The van leaves West Point at 9 a.m. and 
leaves NYC at 4 p.m.

Enjoy the Broadway performance of Motown the Musical 
April 11. The van leaves West Point at 5 p.m. for an 8 p.m. curtain.

For details, call LTS at 938-3601.

FOR THE FAMILIES

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE YOUTHS

2013 AER Campaign 
This year, ACS is hoping to reach an Army Emergency Relief 

Campaign goal of $75,000 as a community total contribution. 
Consider donating to the AER Campaign which runs through 

May 15.   
For details, call Amy Weyhrauch at 938-5839 or email amy.

weyhrauch@usma.edu.

Easter Brunch
Join the West Point Club Sunday for its traditional Easter 

Brunch. Two seatings are available, from 11 a.m. -1 p.m. in the 
Pierce Dining Room, and from 2-4 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom.  

Reservations are required, call 938-5120.

Family Night Out at the West Point Club
Did you owe Uncle Sam taxes? If so, come to the Club for 

Poor Man’s Dinner Family Night Out. This specially-priced 
dinner will be held from 5-7 p.m. April 12. 

Dine on our traditional American buffet featuring a magic 
show, clown and face painting. 

Children 12 and younger are half price. For details, call 
938-5120. 

Mother’s Day Brunch
Enjoy our traditional Mother’s Day Brunch at the West Point 

Club from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. May 12 in its Grand Ballroom. 
Children 5 years old and younger always eat free. Members 

receive a 15 percent discount. Reservations are required. 
For details, call 938-5120.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
The Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps offer either 

English or Western style riding for beginners and one class for 
intermediate riders. 

WEST POINT FMWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

Post Library Spring Story Hour
The West Point Library Spring Story Hour is scheduled on 

Tuesdays through April 30. Two story hours are available at 10 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

This program is opened to all West Point community children 
ages 3-5. 

Pre-registration is required since space is limited. 
Children must be signed up each week, prior to that week’s 

story hour. 
For details, call 938-2974.

ONGOING

Earth Day Open House
Come out to the West Point Recycling Center from 11:30 

a.m.-2 p.m. April 26 for its open house.
Join in the celebration of Earth Day with recycled crafts, 

T-shirts, giveaways and food. 
The Recycling Center is located on Route 293 across from 

the Round Pond entrance. For details, call 938-8229.

West Point 5K/10K
Registration is now open for the annual West Point 5K/10K 

scheduled for 8 a.m. May 11 at Buffalo Soldier Field. 
To register, go to active.com, keyword “West Point” or call 

938-4690 for details. 

Preschool registration
Enrollment for children in the Child Development Center 

part-day preschool for academic year 2013-14, will be held at 9 
a.m. for all dates listed below. 

• Military Families children enrollment dates are April 15 -26;
• DOD civilian children enrollment dates are April 29-May 3.
The following classes will be offered:
• Three-day session from 9 a.m.-noon, Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday;
• Five-day session from 9 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday;
• Two-day session from 9 a.m.-noon, Tuesday and Thursday.
For details, call 938-3921.

CYSS Youth Sports volunteers
Child, Youth and School Services’ Youth Sports is seeking 

volunteer coaches for the 2013 Spring season. 
CYSS has openings in the following programs:
• Division A Soccer—5-6 year olds;
• Division B Soccer—7-9 year olds;
• Division C Soccer—10-13 year olds;
• Minor League Baseball—7-9 year olds;
• Major League Baseball—10-12 year olds.
If you are interested in coaching, call the Youth Sports offi ce 

at 938-8896/3550.

2013 Bull Pond Lottery
If you’re looking for an affordable family vacation close to 

home, we have just the place for you. 
The Bull Pond recreation area, located off Rt. 293 on the 

West Point Reservation, offers fully equipped cottages for rent 
and is available through a lottery.

The Bull Pond Lottery is scheduled at the Victor Constant Ski 
Slope Lodge at 9 a.m. April 6 for active duty military.  

Any remaining dates will be open to other eligible personnel 
at 8 a.m. April 8 at the Round Pond Offi ce.  

To register, call 938-2503 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
For details, visit www.westpointmwr.com/outdoor.

Earth Day Hudson River clean up
In honor of Earth day, the West Point Better Opportunities 

for Single Soldiers is teaming up with the Directorate of Public 
Works for a Hudson River cleanup project. 

This annual event is scheduled from 2-5 p.m. April 18 at 
North Dock. Refreshments will be provided at the North Dock 
picnic area. 

Everyone is welcome to participate.
For details and to volunteer, call Courtney Chidgey at 938-

6497.

Country, Karaoke and ‘80s Nights
Come out for Country Night from 7-11 p.m. April 19 at the 

West Point Club’s Benny Haven Lounge. Bring your hats and 
boots for a night of country music. 

Try the Club’s Karaoke Night from 7-11 p.m. April 25. There 
will be prizes for the best and worst voices. 

Slip back to the past with ‘80s Night from 7- 11 p.m. May 
10 with ‘80s music and dancing. 

For details, call 938-5120. 

The camps are scheduled June 28-Aug. 23 for a total of seven 
weeks. Morgan Farm offers three-day, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-
Friday; or fi ve-day riding camps, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Wednesday-
Friday. 

There will also be a horse show every Friday at the farm. 
There is a minimal fee for these camps. 

For details, call 938-3926.
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Rabbits are coming to the Nature Museum
Visit the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Outdoor 

Discovery Center at 10 a.m. Saturday to learn about some funny 
bunnies. 

Participants will join environmental educator Megan 
Hoffman to learn answers to questions such as: what do rabbits 
eat, how do they protect themselves and where do they nest? 

The center is located on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola 
Road in Cornwall. 

Members of the Warwick Valley Chapter of the Future 
Farmers of America will be at the program with their pet rabbits 
for participants to meet and touch. 

For details, visit hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-534-
5506, ext. 204.

RiverFest offers food, music and fun
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 16th annual 

RiverFest from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 1 at Donahue Park on the 
shores of the Hudson River. 

The event features a full day of music and entertainment, 
children’s activities and a large craft and food fair. There is no 
charge to attend RiverFest and visitors are invited to bring a 
blanket or lawn chair.  RiverFest will accept vendor applications 
until May 15.

For details, visit www.river-fest.com.

Easter Sunrise Service
The Easter Sunrise Service is scheduled for 6:30 a.m. Sunday 

at the West Point Club Grand Ballroom. 
Breakfast will be served at no cost, however tickets are 

required.

ACAP Office closure
The West Point ACAP Office will be closed Monday and 

will re-open Tuesday. 
Any questions or concerns can be directed to Rachel Coleman, 

ACAP counselor, at 938-0634.

Vet Clinic schedule
For the month of April, the West Point Vet Clinic will be 

conducting weekly clinics every Tuesday and Wednesday. 
These clinics are on an appointment-only basis. To schedule 

an appointment, call 938-3817. 

Holocaust Remembrance/Days of Remembrance 
Observance

The Installation Equal Opportunity Office and the William E. 
Simon Center for the Professional Military Ethic will be hosting 
this year’s Holocaust Remembrance/Days of Remembrance 
Observance Luncheon from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. April 10 at the 
West Point Club Grand Ballroom.

This year’s theme is “Never again—heeding the warning 
signs.”

You can purchase a ticket in advance from unit/department 
representative or at the door. Cadets can eat free.

For details, contact Sgt. 1st Class John B. Walker, USCC 
EOA, at 938-8456 or Master Sgt. Joe Willis, USMA EOA, at 
938-7082.

Notre Dame Club of the Mid-Hudson membership 
drive

Anyone interested in learning more about the Notre Dame 
Club of the Mid-Hudson—what the club does and possibly 
joining—should contact Co-Presidents Linda Legault Quinn at 
llquinn@earthlink.net or Matt Wopperer at matthewopperer@
gmail.com. 

For details, visit www.mhv.undclub.org.

West Point History Virtual Walking Tour
The Lower Hudson Valley Chapter of the Military Officers 

Association of America is privileged to have Lt. Col. Craig 

Managing Engineering Projects lecture
Tim Pillsworth of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, West 

Point Area Office, will present a lecture to cadets enrolled 
in EV490, Advanced Environmental Process Design, titled 
“Managing Engineering Projects at West Point,” from 9:50-11:55 
a.m. April 10 in Washington Hall, Room 5327. 

Cadets, staff and faculty are invited to attend.   
For details, call Dr. Michael Butkus, Environmental 

Engineering professor, at 938-2820. 

Army Education Center 
John Jay College Master of Public Administration Program at 

West Point is now accepting new students for the Spring sessions.
For details, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite administrator, at 

446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

FAST/GT improvement training
The Army Education Center at West Point is offering a 

Functional Academic Skills Training class to strengthen skills 
measured in the General Technical score from the Armed Forces 
Classification Test. 

The class will meet 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, May 
1-20. A diagnostic TABE is required for attendance (8:30 a.m. 
April 2 and 22 or 11 a.m. April 25). 

For details and enrollment, call 938-3464.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or five-day 

events designed to assist separating or retiring servicemembers 
in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. For ACAP eligibility information, visit 
www.acap.army.mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• May 28-31; 
• June 10-14; 
• *June 24-28. 
(Note: *Executive/Retirement TAP Workshops include a 

full-day of retirement-specific presentations.)
Registration is required. Contact the ACAP Office at 938-

0634. 

Free computer training at Jefferson Hall
The IETD Computer Training Program, in its fourth year, is 

offering free basic computer courses on Word 2007,  Excel 2007, 
PowerPoint 2007, Outlook 2007,  SharePoint 2010, Windows 7, 
“How to Use an IPad” and “Basic Computer Skills.” 

Also offered is short “How To” courses on specific features 
such as “Managing Calendars” and “Scheduling Events and 
Meetings” in Outlook 2007. 

The courses are open to anyone working at or affiliated with 
the U.S. Military Academy such as cadets, USMA staff and 
faculty, USMA spouses, participants of the Wounded Warrior 
program and USMA volunteers.   

The class schedule is available on the USMA Portal 
SharePoint Calendar. 

Contact Thomas A. Gorman for details at 845-417-1186 or 
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu.

SPORTS

The Exchange Easter Egg hunt 
The Exchange is having an Easter Egg hunt from 11 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. Saturday.
There are plenty of giveaways to include swimming pools, 

video game consoles, gift cards and Easter baskets. Activities 
will include face painting and balloon animals, with a special 
appearance by the Easter Bunny.

West Point Spring Yard Sale
The West Point Spring Yard Sale is scheduled from 8:30 

a.m.-4 p.m. April 13, rain or shine.

West Point Volunteer Recognition event
The 2013 West Point Volunteer Recognition event is 

scheduled from 3-5 p.m. April 25 at the West Point Ski Lodge.
You are invited to the volunteer recognition celebration, 

where West Point will recognize the contributions of 
volunteers over the past year. Registered volunteers in 
attendance will receive a token of appreciation.  

To view the e-invitation and RSVP, visit http://ow.ly/
ikQl0 or call 938-3655.

2nd Lt. Laura Walker Invitational Tournament
The West Point Women’s Team Handball will host its annual 

2nd Lt. Laura Walker Invitational Tournament Friday-Sunday at 
the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center.  

The tournament is named in honor of Walker, a 2003 USMA 
graduate and former team handball player, who was killed in 
action in 2005 while deployed to Afghanistan. This year, in 
addition to West Point’s two teams, there will be seven teams 
from across the U.S. and Canada competing in the tournament. 

For details, call Maj. Vashaun Wrice at 938-4029.

Youth Wrestling sign-up
The West Point youth wrestling season continues. 
Practices are 6:15-7:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays in 

the wrestling room on the second floor of Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center.  

If interested, call Youth Services at 938-3550 or Coach Enock 
Francois at 561-319-6717.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. All ages and experience levels are welcome. 
The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also noon-1 p.m. and 
1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons when available. 

For details, contact diving coach Ron Kontura at ron.
kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Line dancing at Thayer Hotel
Move over mom and dad, line dancing isn’t what it used to 

be. Try this fun, modern line dancing class and experience the 
hottest moves happening on the dance floors. 

The event is scheduled from 6-10 p.m. Friday at Thayer Hotel, 
and includes professional dance instruction, a DJ, a barbecue 
buffet and open dancing. There is a cost.

For details and reservations, call 446-4731, ext. 7914 or email 
egarcia@thethayerhotel.com.

RECREATION

Morrow present some of the more interesting historical aspects 
of West Point.  

Morrow received his degree in military history from West 
Point in 1991. Morrow will speak at the Pershing Room of Cullum 
Hall from noon-2:30 p.m. April 21. 

The event is catered and for a cost includes hors d’oeuvres, 
soda, beer or wine for all who wish to attend.

For details, contact Lt. Col. Matt Clark at mgclarkphd@
gmail.com or call 301-613-2416 no later than April 15.
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New York State Law Hydrocodone 
and Tramadol prescription refi ll 
changes 

Recently, New York State Law changed 
the controlled status of hydrocodone products 
to a Controlled II status (hydrocodone was 
previously a Controlled III medication) 
and tramadol will be assigned a Controlled 
IV status (tramadol was previously a non-
controlled medication).  

In accordance with federal and N.Y. 
state laws, Controlled II medications are 
not authorized refi lls, and the prescription 
numbers for tramadol and hydrocodone will 
be changing in our system to meet the law.  

For patients who received a prescription 
from a West Point Military Treatment 

Facility Pharmacy for a hydrocodone 
product to include combination products 
with acetaminophen or ibuprofen (Vicodin®, 
Lortab®, Tussionex®) or tramadol to include 
combination products containing tramadol 
(Ultram®, Ultacet®, Ryzolt™), you will 
need to obtain a new prescription from your 
Provider.   

Old prescriptions written with refills 
remaining for hydrocodone or tramadol 
products will be canceled. 

MTF Pharmacies affected by the changes 
in N.Y. State Law are Keller Army Community 
Hospital, Ainsworth Occupational Health 
Clinic, and the Mologne Cadet Health Clinic. 

For any questions or concerns, contact the 
Main Keller Pharmacy at 938-2271. 

Keller Corner
Friday—Warm Bodies, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey, 
       PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.com/
ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.) 

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

USMA Command Channel 
Channels 8/23

For the week of March 28-April 4
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday 
through April 4

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Submitted by the Directorate of 
Logistics

In an effort to conserve valuable 
government resources for essential functions, 
West Point is cancelling its regular weekday 
post shuttle service that runs from 6:15 a.m.-4 
p.m. and the weekend shuttle service that runs 
from noon-4 p.m.. 

 The Post Taxi will continue to operate. 
Service will be from 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. on 
weekdays. 

The Post Taxi is restricted for business use. 
This does include transporting from an on-post 
parking location to your work site or meeting.

Dial the West Point Transportation Motor 
Pool Dispatch Office at 938-4486 for the 

Post Taxi.  
The DOL has introduced a Central Parking 

Area Weekday Service that commenced 
Monday. The service will make one run in the 
morning and afternoon. Start times are 6:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Service in the morning will be provided 
from Spellman Hall to Buffalo Soldier Field 
to the Central Parking Area (Library Corner) 
to K Lot and return. 

Service in the afternoon will start at the 
Library Corner and proceed to K Lot, back 
to Library Corner and then to Buffalo Soldier 
Field and end at Spellman Hall.

The service that runs at 6:30 a.m. and 4:30  
p.m. will drop off any passenger at any area 
on the route. 

Reminder: 
Shuttle service changes

(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.com/

By Caryn Schroeder 
Health Net Federal Services

As part of its monthlong colorectal cancer 
awareness campaign, staff at Health Net Federal 
Services, LLC, the managed care support 
contract for the TRICARE North Region, spoke 
with a U.S. Air Force offi cer about his recent 
colon cancer diagnosis.

For U.S. Air Force Col. Wayne Monteith, 
work came fi rst. He was responsible for more 
than 5,000 people and worldwide operations, 
including flying the GPS constellation. He 
considered that his priority above routine 
health care.

In December 2010—at the insistence of 
his secretary who rescheduled the appointment 
three times—Monteith had his fi rst colonoscopy 
at age 51, almost a year after his doctor’s initial 
recommendation. One reason for the delay was 
what Monteith called “institutional,” but he also 
felt he didn’t need one.

“We are raised in our careers with a warrior 
ethos, to not complain and not get sick. For me, 
having rarely been sick, I construed it as a sign 
of weakness,” he said.

He’s not alone. Health Net Federal Services’ 
goal is to increase the number of benefi ciaries 
in the TRICARE North Region who obtain the 
recommended colorectal cancer screenings to 
save lives.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention lists colorectal cancer as the second 
leading cause of cancer-related deaths in the 
United States among cancers affecting men and 
women. Colorectal cancer screenings can, in 
many cases, prevent colon and rectal cancers, 
by fi nding polyps before they turn cancerous.

Heading to his appointment, Monteith 
felt he was in great health. He had been a 
competitive runner and his physical fi tness score 
put him in the top one percent of the Air Force. 

Don’t roll the dice on 
cancer screenings

It wasn’t until the physician assistant came 
to speak with him after his colonoscopy and 
started crying, that he realized something was 
wrong.

“My doctor informed me I had an aggressive 
tumor that could kill me if not removed,” 
Monteith said. “I’m not sure if it sunk in 
immediately, but I certainly knew they had to 
be wrong. I had no symptoms. Zero.”

Yet, according to the American Cancer 
Society, most people diagnosed with early 
colorectal cancer do not experience symptoms. 
Symptoms such as blood in the stool, persistent 
stomach pain and unexplained weight loss may 
not appear until the disease has progressed.

Because of the size of his tumor, surgery was 
scheduled within the week. He said even then, 
he didn’t quite accept what they were going to 
do. He didn’t even bring an overnight bag with 
him to the hospital. 

The surgery resulted in the removal of 
one-third of his large intestine and the adjacent 
lymph nodes, and a four-day hospital stay. 
Pathology reports confirmed stage 3 colon 
cancer.

About two weeks later, chemotherapy 
treatments started. 

“To be blunt, chemo sucks,” Monteith said. 
“If I can help one person avoid chemotherapy, 
then I’ve done my job.” 

He describes one side effect, cold sensitivity 
—especially while receiving treatments in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., during winter—as 
“drinking a cupful of glass” when breathing in 
the cold air.

The American Cancer Society indicates 
as many as one in fi ve people diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer have a family history of the 
disease. 

For Monteith, he didn’t learn his family 
history until he was already diagnosed. 

“While still in the hospital, my father told 

me he had polyps removed when he was 40,” he 
said. “Had I been armed with that information, 
my doctor told me I would have been instructed 
to be screened at least 10 years earlier. We may 
have avoided this entirely.” 

Monteith’s message about the importance 
of discussing family medical history is simple: 
“It’s vital that you ask; it could save your life.”

Monteith is in remission and looking 
forward to celebrating the fi ve-year mark when 
he can offi cially declare he is cured. 

“That’s the big event we are looking to 
celebrate,” he said. 

He describes another positive to his 
colorectal cancer experience—the discovery of 
early-stage melanoma during a routine follow-
up last year. 

He says the finding and removal of the 

melanoma would not have occurred had he not 
been going through this. 

“My family describes it as, ‘Wayne: 2, 
Cancer: 0.’ I’m not looking to go 3-0. And 
certainly not 2-1,” he added.

To his fellow military community, Monteith 
offered, “Don’t roll the dice.” He said it’s not 
about feeling lucky. He feels fortunate, not lucky 
that the screening caught the disease. 

“I believe people think, ‘It won’t happen to 
me.’ I would have said the same thing the day 
before my colonoscopy,” he concluded.

TRICARE covers routine colorectal cancer 
screenings at no cost to TRICARE benefi ciaries 
when they see a network provider. 

For more information, facts and tips, visit 
www.hnfs.com and like Health Net Federal 
Services on Facebook.
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Friday—Track and Field, Dick 
Shea Open, Shea Stadium, noon.

Friday—Women’s Tennis vs. 
Manhattan, Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center, 3 p.m. 

Friday—Women’s Tennis vs. 
Colgate, Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center, 4 p.m.

Saturday—Track and Field, Dick 
Shea Open, Shea Stadium, 9 
a.m.

Saturday—Softball vs. Colgate 

Home schedule 
March 28-April 4 Army sweeps Lehigh, 

stays perfect in league

SPortS

Thul, Glesener lead lacrosse past Lafayette

Sophomore attackman John Glesener matches a career-high with four goals 
and sets a career-high with eight points in Army’s 15-6 win over Lafayette March 
23.                             toMMy GilliGan/USMa Pao (File Photo)

(DH), Army Softball Complex, 1 
p.m.

Saturday—Baseball vs. N.Y. 
Yankees, Doubleday Field, 2 
p.m. 

Sunday—Baseball vs. Navy 
(DH), Doubleday Field, noon.

Sunday—Softball vs. Colgate 
(DH), Army Softball Complex, 1 
p.m.

Monday—Baseball vs. Navy 
(DH), Doubleday Field, noon.

Tuesday—Men’s Tennis vs. 
Fairleigh Dickinson, Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center, 3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday—Softball vs. Delaware 
(DH), Army Softball Complex, 
3:30 p.m.

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

The Army women’s tennis team won its 
eighth-straight match and stayed perfect in 
Patriot League play following a 7-0 win over 
visiting Lehigh Sunday afternoon at Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center. 

The Black Knights improved to 13-3 and 
extended their Patriot League regular-season 
win streak to 57 matches. 

A day after defeating Lafayette and Holy 
Cross by identical 7-0 scores, it was déjà vu for 
head coach Paul Peck and his Black Knights 
Sunday as they improved to 25-2 all-time 
against Lehigh. 

Once again, Army opened the match by 
sweeping the doubles point and taking a 1-0 
lead into singles action. 

Junior Della Taylor and sophomore Elle 
Taylor won for the third-straight time at No. 1 
doubles, while senior Erin Colton and junior 

Jamila Paul recorded their team-best 14th 
doubles win this season. 

Junior Margaret Iliev and freshman Carolyn 
Pitman teamed to win their fourth-straight 
doubles match at No. 3. 

Army won five of six singles matches in 
straight sets. 

The lone three-set test of the afternoon 
came at No. 2 as freshman Eva Sung outlasted 
Lehigh’s Abby Farrell, 6-3, 4-6, 10-7. 

Paul improved to 7-0 when playing atop 
the singles lineup following a 6-4, 6-4 triumph 
against Jenai Belloria. 

Pitman collected her 11th singles win of the 
year at No. 3, while Elle Taylor won her ninth 
match of the season in the fourth flight. 

Iliev blanked Lehigh’s Molly Brooks at No. 
5, and freshman Gabriella Spindler stepped in 
to stretch her singles win streak to six matches 
and improve to 20-6 on the season. 

Spindler is the first Army player to eclipse 
the 20-win plateau this year. 

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

Attackmen senior Garrett Thul (6 goals) and 
sophomore John Glesener (4 goals, 4 assists) 
combined for 14 points as the Army lacrosse 
team clicked on all cylinders in a 15-6 win over 
visiting Lafayette March 23 at Michie Stadium. 

Earning their first Patriot League win of the 
season, the Black Knights recorded a season-
high number of goals and held a sixth opponent 
to single-digit scoring in front of nearly 2,000 
spectators. 

Thul’s six goals led all players, while 
Glesener matched a career-high four goals and 
set a career best with eight points. 

Sophomore midfielder Alex Newsome and 
a quartet of freshmen—attackman Tim Coll, 
midfielder Mike Perettine, attackman Will 
Mazzone and midfielder Alex Daly—each 
registered single goals. 

In one of the team’s most effective defensive 
performances this season, Army (5-3, 1-1 Patriot 
League) caused 12 of Lafayette’s (2-7, 0-3) 26 
turnovers on the day. The Black Knights also 
held a 43-35 advantage in ground balls. 

Sophomore long stick midfielder Jimbo 
D’Aprile led all players with three caused 
turnoves, while Daly amassed a career-high 
seven ground balls. 

The New Market, Md., native won 11-of-21 
face-offs, while junior Matt Mezer went 3-of-5 
in the “x.”

“We really focused on bettering ourselves 
this week in practice and certainly accomplished 

that today,” head coach Joe Alberici said. “We 
played hard and fundamentally sound for 60 
minutes. We took care of the ball and shot it 
much better today, which are things we really 
harped on this week.”

Army dominated the game offensively 
from the onset and never took its foot off the 
gas. The Black Knights carried an 8-1 lead into 
the halftime locker room after scoring all five 
second-quarter goals. Lafayette got going early 
in the second half, scoring two of the first three 
goals of the third quarter, but Army answered 
with three-straight goals to stave off any notion 
of a rally. 

Lafayette’s Sonny Round paced the 
Leopards with a pair of goals, while Brendan 
DunLap finished with one goal and the team’s 
lone assist. 

“Every facet of the game came together for 
us today, which is what we needed,” Glesener 
said. “It was an all-around effort from everyone, 
and that’s what we need going forward. Using an 
all-out effort is exactly the way we want to win.”

Glesener and Thul got things rolling early 
for the Black Knights, each scoring unassisted 
goals in the opening three minutes as Army went 
on top 2-0. Round got Lafayette on the board 
at the 4:13 mark, but Army quickly made it 3-1 
as Thul found the net at 4:05. His second goal 
of the game came thanks to a Daly face-off win 
and quick transition with the assist to freshman 
Connor Cook. 

The Black Knights went on to score all five 
second-quarter goals, including three from Thul 
and two from Glesener. While four of the five 

goals went unassisted, freshman middie A.J. 
Canara recorded his first collegiate point on 
an assist in transition to Thul at the 9:48 mark. 
Glesener’s goal with 11 seconds left gave the 
Black Knights a comfortable 7-1 lead, but Daly 
won the ensuing face-off and scored his first 
collegiate goal with five seconds on the clock 
to make it 8-1 at intermission. 

The Leopards got some offense going in the 
second half, scoring five of their six goals over 

the final 30 minutes. 
Lafayette, however, inched no closer than 

six goals the rest of the way. After a Cory 
Scheuele goal pulled the Leopards within 9-3 
with 5:39 left in the third quarter, Army reeled 
off three unanswered goals to hold a 12-3 lead 
heading into the final quarter. 

Each team scored three fourth quarter goals, 
but the damage was already done for Lafayette 
as it suffered its third league loss of the season. 


