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Boxers exhibit warrior spirit
The West Point Women’s Boxing Club presented a phenomenal inaugural invitational despite the massive winter snowstorm that prevented many of the registered 
boxers from competing Feb. 9. Still, the 2013 West Point Women’s Boxing Invitational featured 12 bouts at the North End Boxing Room in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center in front of many family members, friends, colleagues and community members. Pictured is Class of 2015 Cadet Victoria Rao boxing against 
an opponent from the University of San Francisco. See Page 9 for story and photos.          Mike strasser/PV
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News and Features

Two weeks ago, several members of Company H-2 traveled to the Yorkville Common Pantry in New York City to deliver food collected from the West Point 
Food Drive held at the commissary in December, and to help out in the food kitchen. The company delivered more than 372 pounds of food to the largest 
food kitchen in NYC. The Yorkville Common Pantry provides an array of services to those who need help in the city, including groceries, hot meals, haircuts, 
showers, laundry service and job placement. Cadets helped sort and package food, as well as placing food orders. Many thanks to Class of 2013 Cadets 
Ryan Doerzbacher, Michael Woods, Claudia Caso and Katlin Christian and Class of 2015 Cadets Austin Semmel and Cody Noonan for their hard work, and to 
everyone who made donations at the food drive.                                                       Courtesy Photos 

Making a difference in NYC
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Flipper Dinner celebrates academy’s 
first African-American graduate
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

West Point and the Corps of Cadets conducted 
the 2013 Henry Ossian Flipper Dinner Feb. 
7 at the Cadet Mess Hall where the Henry O. 

Flipper Award was presented to Class of 2013 Cadet William 
Alfonsi, Company C-1 commander.

The Flipper Dinner has been a tradition since 1977 
to honor Henry O. Flipper, the first African-American to 
graduate from the U.S. Military Academy in 1877––just 12 
years after the end of the Civil War when resentment toward 
African-Americans was still held by many.

The award presented to Alfonsi is annually given to a 
graduating cadet who demonstrates the highest qualities of 
leadership, self-discipline and perseverance in the face of 
unusual difficulties. 

According to a statement by Maj. William Richardson, 
Alfonsi’s tactical officer, “Cadet Alfonsi originates from 
humble beginnings and was not afforded many of the 
advantages and support that most college-bound students 
enjoy.

“He was the first of his family to attend college and 
cared for his mother while attending high school. The family 
struggles of his early life have given him a perspective on 
hard work, ethics and life that few cadets possess. Cadet 
Alfonsi continued to effectively lead the company and excel 
in the classroom when his mother unexpectedly passed away 
this semester.”

Alfonsi took this in stride as he said the thought of 
leaving or quitting never entered his mind.

“Well, it’s never really a choice whether or not you 

Class of 2013 Cadet William Alfonsi greets the 
members of the Henry O. Flipper family after receiving 
the Flipper Award Feb. 7 at the Cadet Mess. The 
annual dinner is given in honor of Henry O. Flipper, 
who was the first African-American to graduate from 
the U.S. Military Academy in 1877.

continue,” he said. “My family had no option but to 
continue moving forward. We supported each other, 
and that is what got us all through. I didn’t go through 
adversity in a bubble. The people around me––my 
family, my friends––were the reason I got through. I 
never doubted their kindness and love.”

Col. Irving Smith, Department of Behavioral 
Sciences and Leadership instructor and a 1987 graduate 
of the U.S. Military Academy, was the guest speaker at 
this year’s dinner. 

 In his remarks, Smith presented a list of derogatory 
names often heard directed toward African-Americans 
during the time Flipper was at West Point.

 “I know some of you are shocked, some are appalled, 
and others are offended,” Smith said. “I want you to feel 
uncomfortable for a moment. I want you to understand 
what Henry O. Flipper must have felt every single day.

“My guess is that with people these categories fall 
to, it is not the first time they have heard those words,” 
Smith said. “We should never use those words. My 
feeling during my time as a cadet, as I sat at these very 
same events in this very same mess hall and I would ask 
myself, “Why do we keep dwelling on the past?” After 
all, we have come so far.” 

Smith said Flipper underwent racial slurs and 
physical punishment but rather then dwell on these 
transgressions, he developed a way to overcome those 
transgressions.

Smith said Flipper was assigned at Fort Sill, Okla., 
as the post’s engineer and was ordered to drain a number 
of ponds responsible for spreading malaria. 

The Corps of Engineers had tried twice before, but 

did not succeed. Flipper was the only one who was successful 
in his duty. It is called Flipper’s Ditch and in 1977, the site was 
designated as a National Historic Landmark.

Col. Irving Smith, Department of Behavioral 
Sciences and Leadership instructor, was the guest 
speaker at the annual Henry O. Flipper Dinner Feb. 
7 at the Cadet Mess Hall. He spoke to attendees 
about the trials and tribulations of Henry O. Flipper 
who persevered to become the first African-
American graduate at the U.S. Military Academy.

Commandant of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Richard Clarke 
presents Class of 2013 Cadet William Alfonsi with the 
Henry O. Flipper Award Feb. 7 at the Cadet Mess. The 
annual award is given to a senior who has demonstrated 
exceptional qualities of leadership, self-discipline and 
perseverance in the face of unusual difficulties while 
a cadet.
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West Point firefighters conduct rescue training
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point firefighters conducted ice 
rescue training at Lusk Reservoir Feb. 7 as 
part of their recertification.

Firefighting isn’t just about putting out 
fires. Firefighters engage in all kinds of rescue 
to include ice rescue, small confinement and 
auto extraction to name a few. 

Although ice rescues are rare, there are 
many lakes and ponds around West Point 
where people ice skate in the winter and 
firefighters respond to ice-related incidents, 
such as falling through the ice. 

“All firefighters are required to complete 
120 hours annually of basic firefighting 
training,” Mike Reilly, West Point Fire 
Department training and safety officer, said. 
“Rescue certifications are above and beyond 
those requirements.”

During ice rescue training, firefighters 

wear suits of sealed cell neoprene or nylon 
shell and need to learn how to move and 
maneuver in them as they are bulky, but can 
withstand extreme cold for at least 45 minutes 
to an hour.

Reilly said the fire department certifies 
in rescue technician basic or core rescue 
training, auto extrication, rope rescue 
technician 1 and 11, boat operations, surface 
water technician, swift water technician and 
ice rescue technician.

Reilly said each rescuer is required 
to complete a self-rescue and a victim 
removal while wearing the required personal 
protective suits and equipment.

Although it may be comforting to know 
there are people who can help in case tragedy 
strikes, avoiding tragedy is the key. 

“Poor judgment causes accidents,” Reilly 
said. “Stay off the ice, especially where you 
do not know the depth of the ice. If you are 
unsure, stay off the ice.”

West Point firefighter Arthur Lanzer pulls fellow firefighter Michael McCormick out of the icy water Feb. 7 at Lusk Reservoir. West Point firefighters conduct various 
types of rescue training annually to include confined space, water rescue and height rescue.

West Point firefighters practice ice rescue operations Feb. 7 on Lusk Reservoir. 
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Snowstorm Nemo no match for cadets
Though the snowstorm disrupted many weekend plans for West Point community members, these 
cadets made the most of it. At least 10 inches of snow fell in this area causing event cancellations, 
postponements and facility closures. Snow clearing operations were continuous on post over the weekend 
and into Monday as West Point schools announced a two-hour delay in opening and a Code White went 
into effect that morning due to icy road conditions.                   Photos by Class of 2013 Cadet Matthew bunker/howitzer

Cadet aCtivities Update
Portuguese Club: The Portuguese Club Soccer team 

competed in the 15th annual Philadelphia Flames Soccer 
Club Indoor Tournament Feb. 3, in Warminster, Pa. 

The cadets finished second in their division with three 
wins and a loss. Afterward they played against IUP Black 
from the other division to finish in third overall after a 
hard-fought 2-1 loss. They then played IUP Black from 
the other Division for third place. The Portuguese Soccer 
team lost a hard fought game to IUP Black 2-1.

Women’s Team Handball: The West Point Women’s 
Team Handball claimed third place at the University of 
North Carolina’s annual Blue Cup Invitational Feb. 3. 

Competing with teams from across the United States 
and Canada, West Point’s Handball team displayed its 
speed and endurance throughout the tournament and 
especially during the Bronze Medal game. 

Every team member scored in the Bronze Medal game, 
crushing the NYC team, 29-16. Class of 2014 Cadet 
Christine Esachina and Class of 2014 Cadet Jennifer 
Alonso added pivotal goals early in the game to sway 
momentum in West Point’s favor. Class of 2016 Cadet 
Abigail Toth held her own in her first tournament as 
goalkeeper. The team heads to Los Angeles Feb. 23 for 
its first tournament in California. 
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See MEDAL OF HONOR, Page 7

Romesha awarded Medal of Honor
President awards Medal of Honor to hero of COP Keating during White House ceremony Monday
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

 
President Barack Obama placed the 

Medal of Honor around the neck of former 
Army Staff Sgt. Clinton Romesha during a 
ceremony Monday in the East Room of the 
White House.

R o m e s h a  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  l i v i n g 
servicemember to receive the medal for 
service in Operation Iraqi Freedom or 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The former Soldier earned the Medal of 
Honor for actions Oct. 3, 2009, at Combat 
Outpost Keating, Kamdesh District, Nuristan 

Province, Afghanistan.
On that morning, Combat Outpost, or 

COP Keating, manned by only 53 Soldiers 
and situated at the bottom of a steep valley, 
came under attack by as many as 300 Taliban 
fighters.

During the fight, the perimeter of 
COP Keating was breached by the enemy. 
Romesha, who was injured in the battle, 
led the fight to protect the bodies of fallen 
Soldiers, provide cover to those Soldiers 
seeking medical assistance, and reclaim the 
American outpost that would later be deemed 
“tactically indefensible.”

“Throughout history, the question has 

President Barack Obama awards former Staff Sgt. Clinton Romesha the Medal 
of Honor for conspicuous gallantry, during a ceremony in the East Room of the 
White House Monday.                                     Photo by ChuCk kennedy/white house

often been asked, why? Why do those in 
uniform take such extraordinary risks? And 
what compels them to such courage?” the 
president said. “You ask Clint and any of these 
Soldiers who are here today, and they’ll tell 
you. Yes, they fight for their country, and they 
fight for our freedom. Yes, they fight to come 
home to their families. But most of all, they 
fight for each other, to keep each other safe 
and to have each other’s backs.”

The White House ceremony was attended 
by several hundred, including lawmakers, 
defense leaders, Romesha’s family and team 
members from Romesha’s own Bravo Troop, 
3rd Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division. 
Also there was Secretary of Defense Leon E. 
Panetta, Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Ray 
Odierno and Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond 
F. Chandler III.

The president said that upon learning he 
would receive the Medal of Honor, Romesha 
displayed the brand of humbleness typical of 
many Soldiers.

“When I called Clint to tell him that he 
would receive this medal, he said he was 
honored, but he also said, ‘it wasn’t just me 
out there, it was a team effort,’” the president 
said. “And so today we also honor this 
American team, including those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice.”

Included among those who died in the 
fighting that day in Afghanistan were Staff 
Sgt. Justin Gallegos, Sgt. Christopher Griffin, 
Sgt. Joshua Hardt, Sgt. Joshua Kirk, Spc. 
Stephan Mace, Staff Sgt. Vernon Martin, 
Sgt. Michael Scusa and Pfc. Kevin Thomson.

“Each of these patriots gave their lives 
looking out for each other,” Obama said. 
“In a battle that raged all day, that brand of 
selflessness was displayed again and again 
and again, Soldiers exposing themselves to 
enemy fire to pull a comrade to safety, tending 
to each other’s wounds, (and) performing 
‘buddy transfusions,’ giving each other their 
own blood.”

The president said on that day, it wasn’t 
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MEDAL OF HONOR, cont’d from Page 6

Medal of Honor: www.army.mil/medalofhonor/
Profi le on Staff Sgt. Clinton Romesha: www.army.

mil/medalofhonor/romesha/profi le.html
Part I of a series on Staff Sgt. Clinton Romesha and 

the COP Keating battle: www.army.mil/article/95790
The Department of Defense Medal Of Honor site: 

www.defense.gov/home/features/2010/1110_moh/

IN ADDITION

President Barack H. Obama and former Army Staff Sgt. Clinton L. Romesha stand at attention for the reading 
of the citation during the Medal of Honor ceremony in honor of Romesha at the White House in Washington, 
D.C., Monday. Romesha received the Medal of Honor for his courageous actions during a daylong firefight 
at Combat Outpost Keating, Afghanistan, in October 2009.                       Photo by leroy CounCil, aMVid

just Romesha who earned recognition for his actions, it was 
dozens of Soldiers. 

From that battle, Soldiers earned 37 Army Commendation 
Medals, 27 Purple Hearts, 18 Bronze Stars and nine Silver 
Stars, the president said.

“These men were outnumbered, outgunned and almost 
overrun,” Obama said. “Looking back, one of them said, ‘I’m 
surprised any of us made it out.’ But they are here today. And 
I would ask these Soldiers, this band of brothers, to stand and 
accept the gratitude of our entire nation.

“God bless you, Clint Romesha, and all of your team,” 
the president said. “God bless all who serve. And God bless 
the United States of America.”

The president then asked that the Medal of Honor Citation 
be read, and following that, he placed the medal around 
Romesha’s neck. 
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Chemical Engineers host 4-H Club visit
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The laboratories remained opened 
Monday evening inside Bartlett Hall 
North to welcome some visitors into 
the world of chemical engineering at 
the U.S. Military Academy.

The West Point chapter of the 
American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers hosted nearly 20 students 
and several of their parents from the 
Animals Around the World 4-H Club 
of New Paltz.

The students, ranging from ages 8 to 
18, received some hands-on instruction 
from chemical engineering majors on 
how to chemically power a small model 
car. Then they field tested their work to 
see if they applied the right science to 
make the cars move a specified distance. 

Class of 2013 Cadet Josh Dillard 
joined the club after deciding his 
major in October 2010. The chemical 
engineering cadet is also part of the 
five-member ChemE Car Team.

“I think what interested me the most 
was being able to use these chemical 
theories and then find its applications to 
powering the fuel cell car,” Dillard said. 

Lt. Col. Robert Bozic, the club’s 
officer-in-charge, asked Class of 2013 
Cadet Matt Letarte last year what 
change he would make as president. 

“I said I would like to do a K-12 
outreach event, which is something I 
thought would be beneficial for both  
cadets and for the community we 
impact,” Letarte said.

Letarte, who previously served as 
club treasurer and secretary, has three 
younger brothers and enjoys working 
with students.

“I love working with kids and this 
was a good opportunity to show students  
our chemical engineering projects,” 
Letarte said. “The ChemE Cars are an 
easy way to show them what we do and 
how we can use chemical engineering 
for cool stuff.”

Other club members shared similar 
sentiments. The sweetest smelling area 
on the fourth floor of Bartlett Hall 
is home to the West Point Chocolate 
Factory. Two of its head confectioners 
agreed that spending time with the young 
students was a rewarding experience. 
The cadets enjoyed their reaction to the 
chocolate samples, something they are 
used to getting from classmates every 
time they pass around their creations.

“Kids are just fun to be around,” 
Class of 2013 Cadet Amy Hill, head 
confectioner, said. “I enjoy spending 
time with them and teach them new 
things ... and hopefully make an impact 
on what they choose to do.”

Making chocolate makes people 
happy and that’s one of the reasons 
Class of 2013 Cadet David Arrowchis 
chose to work in the club’s Chocolate 
Factory. 

“I’m always super-critical of myself 
and what I do, so being able to make 
chocolate and seeing everybody smile 
and happy about it is fun,” Arrowchis 
said.

Chemical Engineering and Life 
Science faculty also participated in 
the event, imparting their expertise 
to the STEM service project. Maj. 
Andy Kick and Dr. Michael Labare 
welcomed students into the physiology 
lab where they tested their strength 
using electronic muscle measurement 
equipment.

Class of 2013 Cadets Josh Dillard and Nathan Nguyen assist the young 
engineers at the start of the ChemE Car race.

(Above) Class of 2013 Cadet 
Matt Letarte, the Chemical 
Engineering Club president, 
provides instruction on how 
to power up the fuel cell 
car during the 4-H Club visit 
Monday. (Left) A couple of 
4-H Club members feel the 
pressure as they gauge their 
strength in a muscle stress 
test. (Below) Class of 2013 
Cadet Amy Hill and Class of 
2014 Cadet David Arrowchis 
explain the process and 
provide samples from the 
West Point Chocolate Factory 
inside Bartlett Hall North.
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Women’s Boxing storms into West Point
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

There’s really no way to ignore the 
fact that a snowstorm made a mess of the 
inaugural West Point Women’s Boxing 
Invitational Feb. 9.

The storm was to blame for creating 
Code Red conditions at West Point, thus  
eliminating the first of what was billed 
as a two-day event. 

It also rendered a significant 
number of boxers registered to miss 
the invitational, and for the 90-minute 
delay Saturday while coaches scrambled 
to create a bout card with those who 
were available to fight.

None of this seemed to matter, 
though, to the audience assembled at the 
North End Boxing Room eager to see 
women’s boxing at West Point.

Class of 2013 Cadet Giovanna 
Camacho, the team captain, even 
apologized for the late start and promised 
that a good performance would reward 
their patience. “Don’t worry about it,” 
one audience member, a parent perhaps, 
said reassuringly. Along with a number 
of cadets and officers in attendance were 
quite a few family members and friends 
who made the trip into the recently-
plowed installation.

Once the boxing began, a dozen 
bouts delivered on that promise for an 
exciting and competitive invitational. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Jocelyn Lewis 

provoked the first collective gasp from 
the audience when she landed a fierce 
punch that staggered her opponent from 
the University of San Francisco.

“That was my first fight ever,” 
Lewis said. “I was really nervous at first 
because I heard my opponent had some 
experience. After I settled down I had 
a lot of fun.”

Lewis expected her mind to be filled 
with instructions while she fought but 
that didn’t happen.

“I was trying to think of the 
fundamentals, but there were no 
thoughts going through my head,” 
Lewis said. “It was completely quiet 
and I was focused.”

Also fighting her first bout was 
Class of 2014 Cadet Erin Kocher, who 
faced fellow club member Class of 
2016 Ivellisse Velez-Morey. Fighting a 
colleague didn’t diminish the intensity 
of the fight.

“If nothing else, we showed a lot 
of endurance,” Kocher said. “By the 
third round, that’s when I know I’m at 
my strongest. We train so much on the 
bags that I know I can hit for three sets 
of two minutes with no problem. I can 
keep going.”

Coach Jackie Atkins paid attention 
to Kocher’s opponent, one of the newest 
members of the club.

“She led with that power hand and 
her punches were so straight,” Atkins 
said. “She placed every single punch and 

she’s very green. That impressed me.”
Atkins was also impressed by the 

all-around team effort going into the 
invitational. 

“I was so proud to see them get in 
there and execute like we’ve been doing 
all along in training,” Atkins said.

Class of 2014 Cadet Austen Boroff  
has boxed previously at the Brigade 
Boxing Open, but said the experience of 
this invitational was entirely different. 

“I had no idea who I was fighting 
until I got into the ring,” Boroff said. 
“It was good, though, I had to keep her 
off me with the jab and use my reach.”

She said boxing in front of her 
family, Company E-1 colleagues, 
tactical officer and noncommissioned 
officer provided extra encouragement.

“It’s the best feeling in the world,” 
Boroff said. 

 The club’s motto, “Get Hit, 
Move Forward,” seemed even more 
appropriate considering the pummeling 
West Point got from the storm. 

“When we heard the weather reports, 
we said, ‘OK, we’re cadets, we have 
determination and we can do this.’ We 
figured as long as we stayed focused and 
we kept the gym open there would be 
an invitational and people would show 
up,” Kocher said. 

The club’s ability to recover and 
move forward with the invitational 
demonstrated the tenacity of both cadets 
and coaches.

It was her first fight ever, 
but Class of 2014 Cadet 
Jocelyn Lewis represented 
the U.S. Military Academy 
well against her opponent 
from the University of San 
Francisco at the 2013 West 
Point Women’s Boxing 
Invitational inside the 
North End Boxing Room 
at the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center Feb. 
9. Originally slated to be a 
two-day event, a massive 
winter snowstorm created 
a unique situation for the 
competitive club’s cadets 
and coaches who had to 
revise their program at the 
last minute to include all 
the boxers who were able 
to attend. The inaugural 
event featured 12 bouts, 
with more than a few West 
Point cadets fighting at 
home for the first time.

Inaugural West Point Women’s Boxing Invitational weathers the storm to feature 12 all-female bouts

Class of 2013 Cadet Giovanna Camacho fights the 
final bout at the 2013 West Point Women’s Boxing 
Invitational Feb. 9. As the West Point Women’s Boxing 
Club captain and only senior member, Camacho 
has been involved since her freshman year in its 
development from a hobby sport into a competitive 
club. 

“We ended up with a lot of really good fights,” Kocher 
said. “I was impressed. The coaches did an incredible job of 
matching boxers evenly with those time constraints.”

 If the club was able to execute its first home invitational 
under the worst possible conditions, Coach Jackie Atkins 
said, it will serve as a preamble for better events in the future.

“The ladies did a phenomenal job,” Atkins said. They 
dealt with a lot of challenges and so compared to this one, 
the next will be a piece of cake.” 
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Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. The N.Y. Department of 
Labor also conducts an extensive Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• March 4-8;
• March 25-29.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Mass Transit Benefit Program
The rising cost of gasoline and increased commuter 

traffi c on the roadways have many people considering mass 
transportation alternatives, including bus transportation, rail 
travel and vanpooling. 

With the aid of the Mass Transit Benefi t Program, federal 
employees can receive up to $125 a month to supplement 
their commuting costs. The funds are managed monthly on a 
personal debit card and can be used like cash for bus tickets, 
train rides or van-pooling related costs. 

Interested employees should contact Rosanne Chess 
at 938-2873 or by email for information about Mass 
Transportation Benefi t Program. 

Visit www.militaryvanpool.com or www.vride.com 
to learn more about vanpooling and take a tour of the vans.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. All ages and experience levels are 
welcome. The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-
Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also 
noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons when available. 

For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 
at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Youth Wrestling sign-up
The West Point youth wrestling season has started. 
Practices are 6:15-7:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays in 

the wrestling room on the second fl oor of Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center.  

If interested, contact Youth Services at 938-3550 or Coach 
Enock Francois at 561-319-6717.

  

Legal announcement/notice of availability
There is a notice of availability on a Draft Supplemental  

Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Signifi cant 
Impact that was prepared for addressing the proposed 
construction of the New Cadet Barracks Building within 
central area at the U.S. Military Academy.

The documents are available for public review at the West 
Point Community Library, Bldg. 622 and the Highland Falls 
Public Library, 298 Main Street. 

The deadline for public comments on the proposed 
action is March 11. Send all comments to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, New York District; Nancy Brighton, 
chief of Watershed section and NEPA coordinator; at 
Nancy.J.Brighton@usace.army.mil or call 917-790-8703.

Tillman Military Scholars Program  
The Tillman Military Scholars Program supports our 

nation’s active and veteran servicemembers and their spouses 
by removing fi nancial barriers to completing a degree program 
of choice. 

The scholarship funds cover not only direct study-related 
expenses such as tuition and fees, but also other needs, 
including housing and child care.

Since the program’s inception, the Pat Tillman Foundation 
has invested more than $3.2 million in fi nancial support to 
230 scholars. 

These scholarship funds are just a portion of the Tillman 
Military Scholars experience, which also focuses on guiding 
an engaged community and providing essential resources that 
empower scholars to serve and lead in their local communities 
and ease the transition from military to civilian life.

Go to www.pattillmanfoundation.org/tillman-military-
scholars/ to learn more about the criteria and application 

process, learn about the benefi ts and expectations and meet a 
few of the current scholars.

The application period for the Tillman Military Scholars 
Program closes Friday.

Celebrate Presidents’ Day Weekend at the 
Continental Army Winter Encampment and 
Washington’s Headquarters

During the winter of 1782-83, the Soldiers of the northern 
Continental Army anxiously waited, in New Windsor, for 
news of the peace treaty.  

Though peace might be announced, Washington still 
ordered his Soldiers to train for battle.  

On Presidents’ Day Weekend—from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday, 1-4 p.m. Sunday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday—
Soldiers will bring to life the Continental Army’s fi nal winter 
encampment with musket and cannon fi rings, blacksmithing, 
medical demonstrations and other aspects of daily life at the 
New Windsor Cantonment. 

The state historic site is co-located with the National 
Purple Heart Hall of Honor on Route 300, 374 Temple Hill 
Road.

For more information, call 845-561-1765 (ext. 22).
At Washington’s Headquarters, 84 Liberty Street, in 

Newburgh, there is a full schedule of activities for the 
Presidents’ Day Weekend to honor our nation’s founding 
fathers and the Soldiers who fought for our independence.  

Washington’s Headquarters is open from noon-4:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Monday.  For more information, call 845-562-1195. 

For more information about New York State Parks and 
historic sites, visit www.nysparks.com.   

 
DUSA 2013 Community Grant applications

The Society of the Daughters of the U.S. Army 2013 
Community Grant applications are now available at the DUSA 
Gift Shop in the West Point Museum. Deadline is Tuesday.

For more information, contact Patty Bastianelli at 
DUSAGrants@gmail.com.

GEHA Service Day 
Mark Denfeld from GEHA is coming to West Point 

to assist with questions regarding medical, dental, vision, 
Medicare A,B,C, and/or D as well as questions regarding 
those turning 26 years old.  

Everyone is welcome and you do not have to be covered 
under GEHA to benefi t from the wealth of information offered 
at the service day event.

He will be at the Civilian Personnel Advisory Center, Bldg. 
626, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Feb. 21.

If you cannot attend and need some answers to your 
questions, do not hesitate to drop Denfeld an email at mark.
denfeld@geha.com.

West Point Force Sustainment Ball
The West Point Force Sustainment Association invites 

fellow sustainers and supporters of the sustainment 
community to the annual West Point Force Sustainment Ball 
March 1 at the West Point Club Grand Ballroom.

Social Hour starts at 6 p.m., with offi cial ceremonies 
starting at 6:45 p.m. 

The event’s guest speaker is Col. Edward M. Daly, 
commandant, U.S. Army Ordnance School.

RSVP at https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/index.
cfm?i=140975&k=036542007C52.

For more information about prices and formal wear dress, 
contact Capt. Kelly Thompson at kelly.thompson@usma.edu 
or call 938-4371.

Friday—The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
              Journey, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Rise of the Guardians, PG, 
           7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Jack Reacher, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
THE THEATER SCHEDULE ALSO CAN BE FOUND 

AT www.shoPMyeXChanGe.CoM.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, 
Bldg. 752

NOW SHOWING

• Home Depot Workshop for Kids—Bring children 
ages 4-11 to the Home Depot Workshop for Kids from 3:15-
4:30 p.m. Feb. 21 at the Lee Child Development Center. 

BBC will supply everything for your children to make a 
wonderful project. Register via email to jgellman@bbcgrp.
com by today. 

• Kai Chi Do—Join BBC for Kai Chi Do from 9:30 
a.m.-11 a.m. Wednesday at Lee CDC. People at any level 
of fi tness can participate. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Monday. 
Space is limited. This event is for adults only. Light 
refreshments will be served after.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Feb. 14-21

Command Channel 
8/23

Army Newswatch 
Today, Friday and Monday 

through Feb. 21
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
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instructors for a cardiovascular workout with 
music from 9-11 a.m. March 2. 

A fun-filled, two-hour ride is sure to 
inspire, entertain and help you achieve your 
fi tness goals. 

Bring a towel and a water bottle. Sports 
drinks and light refreshments will be available.  

Earn six points toward the Fittest Loser 
Contest.  

For more information, call 938-6490.

Post Library Spring Story Hour
The West Point Post Library Story Hour 

program begins March 5 and runs through 
April 30 with two story hours at 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. every Tuesday.

This program is open to all West Point 
community children ages 3-5. Pre-registration 
is required since space is limited. 

Children must be signed up each week. 
Registration must be completed at least 

one hour before the story hour begins. 
For more information, call 938-2974.

Winterize Your Vehicle
Don’t get frozen in your tracks, check 

your coolant. Why is it important to check 
your coolant/antifreeze mix? 

Frozen coolant can cause your engine to 
overheat, your engine block to crack, radiator 
and heater cores to split open, and hoses and 
coolant bottles to pop or crack. 

These are costly repairs that can be 
prevented. Get your coolant checked today. 
West Point Auto offers coolant/antifreeze 
checks and fl ushes at an affordable price. 

We carry universal coolant for all makes/
models and can advise if a coolant fl ush is 
necessary. We offer appointments for your 
convenience and are located on post behind 
the Post Offi ce.  

Let our A.S.E certifi ed technicians help 
you make it safely through the winter.  

For more information, call 938-2074.

CYSS Hired! Program
The CYSS Hired! Program is for teens 15-
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Arts & Crafts Shop February classes
A Sewing class with Jana takes place 

every Tuesday evening in February from 5-7 
p.m. at the West Point Arts and Crafts Shop.

During the month of February, classes 
available are:

• Ladies Night Out scrapbooking, 4-7 
p.m., tonight;

• Cedar Bird House class with Chris, 5-6 
p.m., Feb. 21.

• Stained Glass Moravian Star, 4-7 p.m., 
Feb. 28.

Registration and payment are required. 
For more information, call 938-4812.

Valentine’s Day Dinner and Dance
Enjoy a Valentine’s Day Dinner and 

Dance 6:30-10:30 p.m. tonight at the West 
Point Club’s Pierce Dining Room. 

The dinner includes a fi ve-course meal 
and a complimentary glass of champagne or 
wine and a rose for the ladies. 

For reservations or more information, 
call 938-5120.

Free Ice Skating at Bear Mountain 
State Park

Join ACS from 1-2 p.m. Friday for an hour 
of free outdoor skating. This event is open to 
all military ID card holders.

Participants will meet at Bear Mountain 
State Park at 1 p.m. 

To reserve your spot for this activity, call 
938-3487 by today or Monica.Orecchio@
usma.edu.

Morgan Farm Presidents’ Day 
Weekend special

Morgan Farm is offering a Presidents’ Day 
Weekend special for four days of boarding for 
the price of three.  

Drop off is Friday and pick up is Tuesday.  
For more information or to make 

reservations, call 938-3926.

Evening Volleyball League
The FMWR Sports Offi ce will conduct 

the 2013 Unit Intramural Evening Volleyball 
League. The league is open to all USMA 
units, departments and civilian personnel 18 
years of age or older. 

Deadline for team entries is Wednesday 
and play will start Feb. 28. Games will be 
played on Monday and Thursday evenings 
starting at 6:30 p.m. in the Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center.  

For  more  informat ion ,  ca l l  J im 
McGuinness at 938-3066 or email jim.
mcguinness@usma.edu.

Polar Fest
The 2013 Polar Fest will be held from 

noon-7 p.m. Feb. 23 at West Point Ski Slope. 
Pre-registration runs through Feb. 22 at 

the ski sales offi ce.  
Pricing includes food, drink and activities. 
Activities include Buffalo chicken wing 

eating contest, live band and children’s 
activities. 

For more information, call 938-8810.

Arts & Craft Shop February Framing 
sale

During the month of February, the Arts 
and Crafts Shop is having a framing sale.

Bring one project and receive 5 percent off 
everything. Bring two projects and receive 10 
percent off everything. Bring three projects 
and receive 15 percent off everything. 

For more information, call 938-4812. 

Father and Daughter Dance
The CYSS Father and Daughter Dance 

is scheduled from 6-9 p.m. March 2 at the 
Lee CDC.   

Light refreshments will be served.  Dress 
attire is Girl’s Sunday Best and Father’s 
Military Blues or suit.  

This event is open to the fi rst 150 guests.  
For more information or to make 

reservations, call 938-4458/0939.

Spin-a-thon (updated)
Join the FMWR Fitness Center’s Spin 

18 years of age to work 12 weeks, 15 hours a 
week and get paid.

Available Hired! placement sites include 
the West Point Bowling Center, Post Library, 
Arts & Crafts Shop, School Age Center and 
Victor Constant Ski Slope.

For more information, contact Marion 
DeClemente at 938-8889 or email marion.
declemente@usma.edu.

Private yoga lesson at the FMWR 
Fitness Center 

Ring in the New Year with private yoga 
lessons with Angie. Give yourself the gift of 
better health and mental fi tness through yoga. 

For more information, call 938-6490.

Military Saves Week workshops
In support of Military Saves Week, 

the ACS Financial Readiness Program in 
coordination with the following financial 
institutions will present two workshops. The 
topics will cover saving and investing your 
money. 

The Navy Federal Credit Union workshop 
will be held from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Feb. 25. The Pentagon Federal Credit Union 
will be held from noon-1 p.m. Feb. 26. Both 
workshops will be held at ACS, Bldg. 622. 

For more information, call 938-5653. 

West Point Career Expo
Join ACS from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. March 19 

at the West Point Club for the West Point 
Career Expo. 

ACS wants West Point’s transitioning 
U.S. Military servicemembers, veterans and 
military spouses to participate. 

Meet with top companies to discuss 
career opportunities. Learn how to advance 
your career by meeting with top colleges and 
universities. This event is free to job seekers. 

To pre-register, please visit www.military.
com/career-expo. 

For more information, call 938-5658.
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TRICARE Online provides quick, easy healthcare 
access

Are you tired of standing in a line or waiting on 
hold? Visit TRICARE Online to book, view and cancel 
your appointment right now. 

 TRICARE Online is a great way to access your 
healthcare information and services. 

It is the Military Health System patient portal and is 
designed to provide online capabilities and information 
for beneficiaries of the TRICARE program. 

Some of the services that can be accessed 
through TRICARE Online are the ability to make 
appointments, refill prescriptions and view up to five 
years of personal health data.

New Pharmacy/Primary Care Hours
Our number one priority is to provide you and your 

family with the best possible care.  
As a result, the Pharmacy and Primary Care 

Department will close early every Thursday afternoon 
for mandatory training. This weekly training is an 
Armywide requirement to ensure we continue to 
provide world-class healthcare.  

The Pharmacy Department will be closed from 

1:30-3:30 p.m. and the Primary Care Department from 
noon-5 p.m. every Thursday. 

Seeking research volunteers (shoulder 
surgery rehabilitation)

If you had shoulder surgery in the past year or are 
scheduled to have shoulder surgery, excluding rotator 
cuff repairs, then you may qualify for this study. 

Participants will be asked to perform the upper 
quarter Y-balance test and other assessments for 
strength, function and motion on both shoulders. 

In doing so, participants will learn how operative 
shoulder function compares to your non-operative 
shoulder. 

For more information, contact the Arvin Sports 
Physical Therapy Clinic at 938-3067.

Immunization Clinic hours
The new Immunization Clinic hours are 8-11 

a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday and 8-11 a.m. Thursday. The clinic is closed 
Thursday afternoons for training.

Please remember patients with appointments have 
first priority.  

Keller Corner

See SUDOKU SOLUTION, Page 2

Snowmaking isn’t always easy at the Ski Slope
By Nils Anderson
Garrison Public Affairs Officer

The process of making snow is pretty simple; mix 
compressed air and water in cold weather and you will make 
snow. While this seems easy enough, there are a lot of other 
factors that come into play, which can make snowmaking 
very challenging. 

The Ski Slope snowmaking equipment is designed to make 
an abundance of snow. Some snow guns have the capability 
to flow in excess of several gallons per minute based on the 
weather conditions. That’s a large quantity of water being 
converted into snow. 

Ski slopes use commercial air compressors, water pumps 
and a sophisticated matrix of above and below ground valves 
and pipes to feed the snow guns. 

Snowmaking is very weather dependent. A common 
misconception is that you can make snow anytime the outside 
temperature drops below freezing (32ºF). That is not true.  

The temperature should be 25 degrees or less with less 
than 50 percent relative humidity—because snowmaking goes 
by the wet bulb temperature. This is the ambient temperature 
with the humidity level factored in. 

It should be noted that it is rare to make snow above 30ºF 
unless the humidity is very low. The higher your wet bulb 
temperature, the wetter your snow quality will be. As the 
wet bulb temperature drops, your snow quality will increase 
by getting drier. Another misconception is that snow can be 
made during a snowstorm. That is also not true because during 
a snowstorm the humidity levels are too high to make snow. 

There are two types of snow guns—internal mix and 
external mix. Internal mix snow guns mix the compressed air 
and water inside of the snow gun. External mix snow guns 
mix the compressed air and water on the outside of the snow 
gun. Each design has it benefits and drawbacks.

Internal mix snow guns tend to be more efficient because 
they use less compressed air and tend to work better in 
marginal snowmaking conditions. Since the air and the water 

mix inside of the snow gun, internal mix snow guns rarely 
have problems in windy snowmaking conditions. It is for 
these reasons that many of our snow guns are internal mix. 

External mix snow guns require more air in order to 
operate. The nucleation nozzle set up on external mix snow 
guns don’t work well in windy conditions. Often, the mist 
from the nucleation nozzles blows behind the snow gun if the 
wind is blowing against your snow gun. This prevents efficient 
snow making in windy conditions. External mix snow guns 
are also highly prone to freezing on windy or very cold nights 
at the nucleation nozzles.

Another factor is that natural snow is not as dense as 
“manmade.” Twelve inches of natural snow will compress 

or settle when significantly packed down, while 12 inches of 
manmade snow will not.

Up to this point, we have only discussed how snow is 
made. The men and women that make the snow are exposed 
to some of the harshest winter conditions. Their safety is a 
paramount concern to the operation. 

Cold and windy weather combined with snow and ice-
crusted equipment makes snowmaking a very dangerous 
event.  

The West Point Victor Constant Ski Slope snowmakers 
are among the most dedicated employees at West Point and 
their goal is to provide the best snow conditions possible for 
the community.

Conditions aren’t always favorable to make snow at the West Point Victor Constant Ski Slope.   Courtesy Photo
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Black and Gold Game at Fort Hood ceased

Friday—Women’s Tennis 
vs. Massachusetts (3 
p.m.) and St. Bonaventure 
(7 p.m.), Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center.

Friday—Track, Patriot 
League Championships, 
Gillis Field House, All Day.

Saturday—Rifle, USP 
NCAA Qualifer, Tronsrue 
Marksmanship Center, 9 
a.m.

Sa t u r d ay—Women ’ s 
Tennis vs. Fairleigh 
Dickinson, Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center, 11 a.m.

Saturday—Track, Patriot 
League Championships, 
Gillis Field House, All Day.

Saturday—Lacrosse vs. 
VMI, Michie Stadium, 
noon.

Saturday—Hockey vs. 
Bentley, Tate Rink, 7:05  
p.m.

Sunday—Track, Patriot 
League Championships, 
Gillis Field House, All Day.

We d n e s d ay — M e n ’ s 
Basketball vs. Colgate, 
Christl Arena, 7 p.m.

Attention: Tickets are 
still available for basketball 
and hockey. Stop by Gate 
3 of Michie Stadium (8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.), 
visit goarmysports.com 
or call 1-877-TIX-ARMY. 

Army Sports 
home schedule 

Feb. 14-21

Drill champions
The West Point Drill Team competed in the Tulane University Mardi Gras Drill Meet, which is a college
level national drill team championship, Feb. 8. This national-level event drew teams from institutions 
such as Norwich University, Texas A&M, the Citadel and the U.S. Air Force Academy. At the 
conclusion of the competition, the cadets took first place in Platoon Exhibition as well as second 
place in Individual Exhibition. The head judge’s comments were “The U.S. Military Academy (Drill 
Team) took the field with complete dominance this year with a routine that was more intricate than 
in seasons past.” By defeating all of its opponents at the platoon level and maintaining an undefeated 
record since the beginning of the academic year, the team reaffirmed its position as one of the top 
exhibition drill teams in the nation. To see the drill team’s performance from the event, go to www.
youtube.com/watch?v=kaEn15B4k_0.                     Courtesy Photo

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

The U.S. Military Academy Director of Athletics Boo 
Corrigan announced Tuesday that the Army Black Knights 
football team will not travel to Fort Hood for its annual 
Black and Gold Game. The culmination of the spring 
football season was scheduled to be at Hood Stadium in 
Killeen, Texas, March 8. 

“Given the timing of the event, we feel it is in the best 
interests of all Army programs to keep our spring game at 
West Point this season,” Corrigan said. 

USMA played its 2012 spring game in front of a soldout 
crowd comprised mainly of Soldiers and their family 
members at Fort Benning, Ga. 

“We value our relationships with the U.S. Army 
installations around the country, and will revisit the idea 
of bringing our spring football game to an Army base next 
year,” Corrigan said. “It is important to connect our program 
to the Army as a whole and exposing our cadet athletes to 
the great Army communities and facilities where they will 
serve is very important in their leader-development.” 

The Black Knights began spring practice Tuesday. The 
team is scheduled to hold 14 spring workouts. 

The annual Black and Gold Game has not been decided 
upon at this time and may end up being another practice.

Written reports and video coverage will be available 
on www.goarmysports.com throughout the spring season. 

Sophomore running back Larry Dixon will show off 
his skills to Army football fans during spring practice 
at West Point. The Black Knights began spring 
practice Tuesday and will hold 14 spring workouts 
through early March. The annual Black and Gold 
Game has not been decided upon at this time. 
              toMMy GilliGan/usMa Pao

Army and Community Sports
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By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Despite entering the final four minutes of 
the game shooting just two of 16, senior guard 
Anna Simmers did not let it deter her as she 
went on an eight-point scoring outburst to push 
Army Women’s Basketball to a 44-35 win at 
Bucknell Feb. 9. 

Simmers had just two points at halftime, but 
went on to tie for an Army-best 14 along with 
freshman guard Kelsey Minato. The win over 
the Bison is the second of the season for Army 
as the Black Knights earn the season sweep of 
Bucknell for the second consecutive season.

Neither team ever got into an offensive 
rhythm as Army (17-6, 6-2 Patriot League) 
sputtered to just a 26.2-percent shooting clip 
and was barely outshot by the Bison (26.7 
percent), who fell to 13-10 on the year and 4-4 
in conference play. 

The combined 79 points scored mark the 
lowest total in the 52-game Army-Bucknell 
series which dates back to 1983-84.

Army led for nearly the entire first half 
until the Bison scored a two-point lead with 
just under a minute to play, and went up by 
as much as four before Minato sank a pair of 
free-throws with no time left on the clock as 
Army trailed 19-17 at intermission. 

Army was held under 20 points in the first 
half for the third time in the past four games.

Both teams came out of the break struggling 
as just one point was scored through the first 
six minutes. Junior guard  Jen Hazlett broke 
Army’s scoreless streak after 6:21 played 
with a weak-side feed from sophomore guard 
Jordan Elliott which Hazlett caught in the air 
and laid it in. 

Bucknell maintained a single-possession 
lead until midway through the second when 
Hazlett made a three-pointer to give Army its 
first lead in over 12 minutes with 10:06 left on 

the clock. The lead would change hands three 
more times and be knotted an addition three 
occasions before Simmers swooped in. Hazlett 
finished with eight points.

Simmers and Minato combined for Army’s 
final 14 points, including four free-throws by 
the rookie point guard in the final 24 seconds 
of the game. 

Simmers had now led Army in scoring nine 
times while Minato has had team-high points in 
eight games, including five Patriot League tilts.

Freshman forward Aimee Oertner led the 
rebounding effort as the Black Knights won 
the battle of the boards for the 15th time this 
season, 39-36. 

Oertner grabbed 12 caroms, matching her 
career best and totaling double-digit rebounds 
for the eighth time in 2012-13. Oertner also 
rejected five shots, one shy of her career 
standard. She entered the weekend ninth among 
all Division I players in blocks per game (2.95). 

“A win is a win,” Army head coach Dave 
Magarity said. “We struggled about as bad 
as we could have offensively. How often are 
you going to win a game on the road shooting 
26 percent? It speaks to the toughness of this 
group, their fortitude, they wouldn’t quit, they 
wouldn’t go away. 

“Our defense was tremendous. Olivia 
(Schretzman) and Aimee (Oertner) struggled 
to get going offensively, but their ability to 
block shots and change shots was essential,” 
he added. “We overcame foul trouble and Anna 
who struggled shooting—but how big were the 
shots she hit down the stretch?

“Here’s the thing, she’s always covering 
the other team’s best player. Shelby Romine is 
a great player,” Magarity concluded. “To have 
to run and chase her around for 40 minutes is 
a tough task for any player. To have one of our 
top offensive players do that, she was having a 
rough night. But when you need her and Kelsey 
Minato, they just step up.” 

Simmers’ late heroics push Army past Bucknell

Senior guard Anna Simmers knocked down eight points in the final four minutes 
to help Army defeat Bucknell 44-35 Feb. 9. Simmers finished with a team-
high 14 points, tied with freshman guard Kelsey Minato. The Black Knights 
are now 17-6 overall and 6-2 in the Patriot League.  toMMy GilliGan/usMa Pao

Army Wrestling rallies to defeat BU, Barnes with pin
By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Bryce Barnes pinned his 
opponent at 197 pounds, and senior Ryan 
Tompkins recorded a major decision at 184 
pounds as the Army wrestling team rallied for 
a 22-18 victory against Boston University in 
a non-conference dual match Sunday evening 
at Gillis Field House.

Army (7-6) trailed 12-0 after two bouts 
before charging back for its second win of 
the night. Tompkins’ major decision gave the 
Black Knights their first lead of the match (16-
15) with two bouts remaining, while Barnes’ 
pin sealed the deal.

Boston University (7-7) took an early 6-0 
lead when Army sophomore Hunter Wood 
was forced to take an injury default at 125 

pounds. The Terriers extended their advantage 
to 12-0 as Dane Harlowe pinned Black 
Knight senior Jordan Thome in 6 minutes, 
21 seconds. 

Army then won six of the final eight 
bouts to earn the hard-fought victory. The 
Black Knights got on the scoreboard in 
the 141-pound matchup as senior Connor 
Hanafee posted an 8-6 overtime win opposite 
Tyler Scotton. Hanafee rallied to tie the match 
late in the third period, and he took Scotton 
to the mat early in the sudden victory period 
to collect his second win of the day.

Army junior John Belanger followed 
with a 4-3 victory versus Nick Tourville at 
149 pounds as the Black Knights trimmed 
BU’s lead to 12-6. Belanger trailed for most 
of the match, but scored a takedown with just 
20 seconds remaining in the third period to 

secure the win.
Boston University reestablished its nine-

point cushion as Nestor Taffur took an 8-2 
decision from Army senior Patrick Marchetti 
at 157 pounds. 

Taffur recorded three takedowns and 
earned the riding time point to help the 
Terriers take a 15-6 lead at the midway point 
of the contest.

Army junior Paul Hancock began Army’s 
comeback bid when he rallied for a 9-8 
victory against Mitchell Wightman at 165 
pounds, pulling the Black Knights to within 
15-9. Hancock trailed 7-6 entering the third 
period, but he opened the final stanza with 
an escape and scored a takedown later in the 
frame to earn the win.

Army continued to chip away at its deficit 
in the 174-pound bout as sophomore Cole 

Gracey registered a commanding 5-0 decision 
versus Kyle Czarnecki at 174 pounds. Gracey 
racked up four minutes of riding time to 
secure the win, which cut BU’s lead to 15-12. 

The Black Knights then moved in front for 
the first time (16-15) as Tompkins recorded 
an 18-4 major decision opposite Eric Des 
Lauriers at 184 pounds. 

Tompkins totaled four takedowns, two 
near falls and one reversal en route to the 
dominant victory.

Barnes sealed the victory for the Black 
Knights when he pinned Alex Najjar in 2:47. 
Barnes took Najjar to the mat midway through 
the first period and was able to turn him and 
earn the pin.

BU’s Kevin Innis edged Army senior 
Collin Wittmeyer, 4-3, in the heavyweight 
bout to account for the final margin.


