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Scalia speaks to Class of 2015
Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonin Scalia speaks to the Class of 2015 during the Yearling Winter Weekend banquet Feb. 2 in the Cadet Mess. Scalia, the 
event’s guest speaker, is currently the longest serving justice on the Supreme Court as he was appointed to the court by President Ronald Reagan in 1986. The 
Yearling Winter Weekend allowed cadets a chance to plan and execute their first major event, which is similar to 500th and 100th Nights for the junior and senior 
classes, respectively. The event included the Dean’s reception, banquet and the traditional hop.                  Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao
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News and Features

Critical jobs still 
open for hire on 
Army installations
Submitted by the U.S. Army Installation Management 
Command

Army installations will continue to hire the critical career fields from 
firefighters to child care workers, Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter, commander of 
the U.S. Army Installation Management Command, announced Jan. 29.

Earlier in the week, Department of the Army headquarters provided 
guidance regarding a department-wide hiring freeze and release of term 
and temporary civilian personnel.  

In that guidance, authority to approve exceptions to the hiring freeze is 
delegated to commanders of Army Commands, Army Service Component 
Commands, Direct Reporting Units and the Administrative Assistant to 
the Secretary of the Army for Headquarters, Department of the Army and 
its Field Operating and Staff Support Agencies.  

The above authority delegates hiring authority to the Commanding 
General, U.S. Army Installation Management Command.

“I am authorizing the hiring to continue in the following program areas 
to ensure we continue to provide programs and services in support of 
critical missions, national security, safety of human life and the protection 
of private property,” Ferriter said. 

Garrisons are given approval to hire firefighters, security guards, 
civilian police, air traffic controllers, lifeguards, Sexual Harassment/
Assault Response and Prevention program staff (permanent and term), 
Alcohol and Substance Abuse Program counselors and—regardless of 
funding source—Child, Youth and School Services staff in accordance 
with IMCOM Command and Headquarters, Department of the Army 
hiring guidelines.

“Because of the important nature of installation management business, 
we will review hiring requests at each garrison and can make additional 
approvals to ensure critical missions continue,” Ferriter emphasized. “We 
have spoken with every garrison commander or deputy and command 
sergeant major throughout IMCOM this week to ensure they understand 
the importance our mission. The Army leadership remains committed to 
providing the best possible support to Soldiers, families, civilians and 
our Soldiers for Life.”

Civilian Personnel Advisory Center chief Carol McQuinn said from a 
West Point perspective,“The CPAC continues to work with our customers 
at West Point and Fort Hamilton to fill positions that the Army deems 
mission critical such as the firefighters, security guards, child care workers, 
SHARP counselors and police.” 

The U.S. Military Academy graduation dates for the Classes of 2014-16 have been confirmed 
by academy officials.

The Class of 2014 graduation ceremony is now Wednesday, May 28, a slight change from 
the previously planned date. This graduation has been moved in order to de-conflict academic, 
graduation, pre-commissioning and summer training events. 

Additionally, this date better facilitates the systematic movement of cadets and equipment 
timed to the phases of barracks construction and renovation and, ultimately, allows for a more 
relaxed and eventful graduation week experience.

The Class of 2015 graduation is scheduled for Wednesday, May 27, 2015. The Class of 
2016 will graduate on Wednesday, June 1, 2016.  

The graduation date for the Class of 2013 will not be affected by this policy and remains 
May 25, 2013.

USMA graduation dates for 
Classes of 2014-16 have changed

By Class of 2013 Cadet Katlin Christian

Relay for Life is a nationwide fundraising event for 
the American Cancer Society, an organization dedicated 
to raising awareness and money to fight cancer. 

West Point has been hosting the Cadet Relay for Life 
event for the past four years and always has incredible 
success. 

In the past, the cadets have raised nearly $90,000 
for ACS. This year’s event will take place from 8 a.m.-
8 p.m. April 13 at the Highland Falls Middle School.

The day consists of a variety of fun events, food, 
music and a “relay” in which each team is supposed 
to keep one person walking/running on the track at all 
times. Usually, companies, sports teams, or members 
of the community form different “teams” in a friendly 
competition to see who can raise the most money. 

In preparation for the 2013 Cadet Relay for Life, we 
are holding a kickoff event in Grant Hall from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Tuesday. 

This hourlong event will serve as a way to promote 
the event within the Corps of Cadets and West Point 

community. 
Money raised through Relay for Life allows the 

American Cancer Society to help pay for lodging at 
an American Cancer Society Hope Lodge. Last year, 
nearly 38,000 patients and caregivers stayed at the 
Hope Lodge Facility. 

It helps cancer patients get to treatment and back 
home again through the “Road To Recovery” program. 
The American Cancer Society helped more than 15,000 
patients to and from treatment last year. 

It supports Reach to Recovery volunteers as they 
visit nearly all diagnosed breast cancer patients. 

The money covers the cost of providing information 
to those facing cancer. Every day, more than 2,200 
people call the American Cancer Society for help and 
information. Help guide patients through their cancer 
journey through the American Cancer Society Patient 
Navigator Program and fund groundbreaking research 
and new clinical trials. 

For more information on the relay, contact Class of 
2013 Cadet Katlin Christian at katlin.christian@usma.
edu or call 910-603-0373. 

Helping a good cause—Cadet 
Relay for Life kickoff Tuesday
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Armor, Infantry unite for Maneuver Ball
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

West Point hosted the third 
annual Maneuver Ball Feb. 1 
at the West Point Club with 

nearly 350 community members, staff and 
faculty attending, including 150 Class of 
2013 cadets branching Armor or Infantry. 

Class of 2013 Cadet Caleb Bloom, who 
branched Armor and will be headed to Fort 
Hood, Texas, is pumped up to get to his 
first Army job.

“I like the mission and the camaraderie 
of Armor,” he said. “When I went to Fort 
Benning, I felt at home and the leaders were 
very helpful.” 

Bloom committed to additional years of 
service to get Fort Hood, where the Houston 
native will feel at home.

Class of 2013 Cadet Jonathan Kaicher 
branched Infantry and received his first 
choice posting in Hawaii. 

“My experience of the last four years 
here has pushed me in the direction of 
Infantry,” Kaicher said. “My dad was in 
the Coast Guard and my brother is in the 
Army. Most of my family has served in 
some capacity.”

The Maneuver Ball included a reception, 
dinner, dancing and a punch bowl ceremony 
with the making of the grog, an interesting 
mixture with every ingredient having some 
significance. One example is a Soldier’s 
boot signifying the servicemen’s long treks 
and battles.

 The event included the presentation of 
the Order of Saint Maurice to Maj. Matt 
Dawson, Maj. Jeff Higgins and Capt. Mark 

Moretti. The Order of Saint George was 
awarded to Sgt. 1st Class David Pakulak, 
who could not attend. 

The Noble Patron Saint of Armor was 
presented to Maj. Dallas Cheatham and 
the Order of Saint Joan D ‘Arc Award was 
presented to Sarah Soyka and Staci Silk. 

The Order of Saint Maurice is awarded 
by the National Infantry Association for 
outstanding or conspicuous contribution 
to the Infantry; The Order of Saint George 
Award is given to the finest members of 
Armor’s tankers and cavalrymen; the 
Nobel Patron Saint of Armor is awarded 
to outstanding supporters of the armor 
forces and the Order of Joan D ‘Arc Award 
is bestowed on people, generally spouses, 
who have voluntarily made contributions of 
great significance to the morale, welfare and 
spirit of armor cavalry units in the United 
States Army.

Maj. Gen. H.R. McMaster, commanding 
general of the U.S. Army Maneuver Center 
of Excellence at Fort Benning, Ga., and a 
1984 U.S. Military Academy graduate, was 
the guest speaker.  

“One of things I have to keep in mind is 
we have now only one half of one percent 
of our population serving,” McMaster said. 
“The size of our Army now has been reduced 
by about 45,000. Now think about what 
our Army was facing in the threat of Nazi 
fascism and Japanese imperialism. Between 
World War I and World War II, the Army of 
149,000 was expanded to an Army of eight 
million during World War II. Think about 
what the officers faced in World War II.”

McMaster said he mentioned this 
because with the drawdown in Afghanistan 

and Iraq, he has spoken to Soldiers at Fort 
Benning who questioned whether they 
would have the chance to lead in combat.

“That is not the case,” he said. “And 
the scope of history bares that out. Imagine 
again, you are member of the Class of 1950, 
and in May of 1950, you are going to what 
you think is a cushy job in Japan. Many 
did not go to a basic course, they deployed 
directly to their units. A month later, North 
Korea invades South Korea, and you are 

leading your Soldiers in a desperate battle.”
Speaking directly to cadets, McMaster 

said they are this generation of leaders and 
will be the ones to adapt to the changing 
Army, and  they will develop in their 
platoons and battalions, the toughness, 
the confidence in themselves and in their 
Soldiers.

“Soldiers will follow a good leader 
anywhere and under any conditions of 
battle,” he said. “Be that leader.”

Maj. Gen. H.R. McMaster, commanding general of the U.S. Army Maneuver Center 
of Excellence and guest speaker at the third annual Maneuver Ball Feb. 1 at the 
West Point Club, places the Noble Patron Saint of Armor Award on Maj. Dallas 
Cheatham, instructor in the Department of Military Instruction. The United States 
Armor Association awards its Noble Patron of Armor Award to individuals who 
have contributed considerably to the operational success of armor and cavalry 
organizations. The award is bestowed upon civilians or servicemembers who are 
not branched armor.

Brass and percussion members of the 
West Point Concert Band represented 
the U.S. Military Academy at the Grand 
Central Terminal centennial celebration 
Feb. 1. In addition to performing a 
world premiere fanfare, the appearance 
also featured the Cadet Color Guard. 
Notable participants included Caroline 
Kennedy, New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, actor Cynthia Nixon, former 
New York Mets star Keith Hernandez 
and former poet laureate Billy Collins.      
       PhoTo by STaff SGT. Torin olSen/USma band

USMA Band 
performs 
at Grand 

celebration
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‘There is no honor without courage’
Vietnam POW speaks to Class of 2014 on leadership 

Retired Air Force Col. Lee Ellis addresses the Class 
of 2014 on leadership lessons learned as a prisoner 
of war during the Vietnam War.

Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

He shared with the Class of 2014 the thrill of being a 
pilot and the sensation of flying 500 miles per hour no more 
than 500 feet off the ground.

There were probably more than a few future aviators in 
Robinson Auditorium Feb. 4 taking in retired Col. Lee Ellis 
and his adventures in flight. But it was what happened to him 
on the ground that proved most absorbing.

Ellis graduated out of the ROTC program at the 
University of Georgia in 1965 to pursue his lifelong dream 
of being a pilot. Fresh out of Air Force training, Ellis was 
bound directly to southeast Asia for the Vietnam War.

“...Which meant that as quick as they could get us trained, 
we were going to war,” Ellis said. “The war in 1966 was 
building up and we were headed there.” 

During an armed reconnaissance mission on Nov. 7, 
1967, Ellis ejected from the aircraft that had been hit and 
exploded into several pieces. No sooner than he parachuted 
to the ground, Ellis was surrounded. The enemy was shouting 
at him “Surrender. No die.”

“I figured that was the best advice I was going to get all 
day,” Ellis said. 

Stripped to his shorts, Ellis said it took two weeks to 
arrive to the prisoner of war camp. His thoughts immediately 
turned to escape. Captivity, he said, is the single worst 
personal and professional nightmare.

It became a new war, a defensive one, for the prisoners 
of war, Ellis said. The infamous Hanoi Hilton, a maximum 
security complex, would become his battleground for the 
next five years. The enemy had its objectives, to induce 
compliance, gather intelligence and indoctrinate the 
prisoners. The POWs had theirs, live up to the code of 
conduct, minimize loss and keep faith. Additionally, the goal 
wasn’t simply about returning home. It had to be with honor.

“To lead and live honorably, you have to have courage, 
and you have to lean into the pain of your fears,” Ellis said.

Life in a POW camp strips a person down to his or her  
core values and character. There is no hiding from yourself 
or pretending to be anyone but your true self, Ellis said, and 
it is important to keep character guarded.

“We are all one step away from violating our character,” 
Ellis said. “You have to wrestle with character issues every 

day if you’re to be a good leader. I have friends I go to test 
my ideas and decisions because I know they can be close to 
the line and I don’t want to go over that line.”

Among the occupants of Hanoi Hilton with Ellis were 
Robinson Risner, Jeremiah Denton, John McCain, Ken Fisher 
and Jim Warner. Ellis told the story of James Bond Stockdale, 
a Medal of Honor recipient, who refused to make a filmed 
statement by beating his own face with a wooden chair  so 
as to be unpresentable for camera. Warner was placed in 
solitary—the Tank—for seven months. He emerged having 
composed a thousand-line epic poem in iambic pentameter 
which he recited to his cellmates. 

“Leadership always makes a difference and it made a 
difference for us,” Ellis said. “Communication kept us alive—
you have to always be communicating.”

Ellis told cadets that leadership is not only hard, but it’s a 
full-time challenge.

“You’re always facing challenges as a leader. You have to 
accomplish the mission and you have to take care of people. 
And underneath all of that you have to guard your character 
and integrity,” Ellis said.

Perhaps the greatest lesson he could impart, Ellis said 
courage enables honorable leadership.

“There is no honor without courage,” Ellis said. “You have 
to learn to lean into the pain of your fear to do what you know 
is right. You know what is right ... but it’s scary sometimes 
to do it. That’s courage and that’s how you keep your honor 
and live with honor. You do your duty. You keep your word.”

Leadership lessons such as these are reinforced often at the 
academy, and the Simon Center for the Professional Military 
Ethic provides a speaking engagement to each cadet class 
every year through the Professional Military Ethic Education 
Program, or PME2.

Class of 2014 Cadet Chase Pedron, a member of the 
Combat Weapons Team and Company I-2 Sandhurst Team, 
had a copy of “Leading with Honor” signed by Ellis afterward 
and said he was interested to learn more about the author’s  
experiences and methods on how to maintain character and 
honor in times of hardship.

“I appreciate opportunities such as this because the advice 
given by Col. Ellis is such a wealth of knowledge to learn 
from,” Pedron said. “It makes a world of difference when 
someone has events and stories to back up the advice they give 
because it shows that advice has been tried and validated.”
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Cadet aCtivities Update
Skeet and Trap Team: The West Point Skeet and 

Trap Team traveled to the Mt. Pleasant Sportsman’s 
Club Feb. 3 and shared food, fun and a 50 clay target 
competition with the host club’s members. The shooters 
turned out strong scores under the adverse winter 
conditions, with the high-gun of the day award going to 
a three-way tie among the attending cadets. 

Raquetball Team: The Cadet Racquetball Team 
traveled to State College, Pa., Feb. 1-3 for the Eastern 
Collegiate Racquetball Conference Meet 4. 

Results: Winner—Men’s 2 Collegiate Gold Doubles: 
Cadets Albert Casas and James Sutter; Winner—Men’s 
2 Collegiate Red Singles: Cadet Albert Casas; Runner-
up—Women’s 4 Collegiate Red Singles: Cadet Michaela 
Gallien; Winner—Men’s 4 Collegiate Red Singles: Cadet 
John Hendler; Winner—Men’s 4 Collegiate Gold Doubles: 
Cadets John Hendler and Michael Trainin; Winner—
Men’s 3 Collegiate Blue Doubles: Cadets Patrick Innes 
and John Markham; Runner-up—Women’s 1 Collegiate 
Blue Singles: Cadet Apphia Kim; Winner—Men’s 2 
Collegiate Blue Doubles: Cadet James Sutter. 

Coaches Maj. Christopher Weld and Dr. Drew 
Wilkerson additionally paired up to finish as runner-up 
in the Alumni Men’s Doubles competition. 

Climbing Team: The West Point Climbing Team 
competed in the first of five competitions Feb. 2 that 
comprise the Collegiate Climbing Series Regional 
Championship. The team arrived at the Gravity Vault 
climbing gym in Upper Saddle River, N.J., ready to 
take on archrival Rochester Institute of Technology as 
competitors had ample time to complete the hardest five 
climbs they could. 

The competition was a first time for many on the 
Army team and served as a learning experience in terms 
of strategy, preparation and the mental game required 
for peak performance. Class of 2016 Cadet Zhaina 
Myrzakhanova placed second in the women’s category.

Judo Team: The West Point Judo team traveled to 
Tech Judo in North Bergen, N.J., for the annual Super 
Bowl Judo Competition Feb. 3. West Point earned nine 
first place, two second place and five third-place finishes:

Class of 2016 Cadet Peter Stanley—Gold; Class of 
2014 Cadet Joel Puritz—Gold; Class of 2014 Cadet Wes 
Talley—Gold; Class of 2016 Cadet Pat Hogan—Gold; 
Class of 2013 Cadet Anthony Sciuva—Gold; Class of 
2013 Cadet Catherine Clarke-Pounder—Gold; Class of 
2013 Cadet Carson Reed—Gold; Class of 2013 Cadet 
Larisa Tudor—Gold; Class of 2014 Cadet Patrick Diehl—
Gold; Class of 2014 Cadet Juliet Talavera—Silver; Class 
of 2016 Cadet Carly Patton—Silver; Class of 2014 Cadet 
Carson Giammaria—Bronze; Class of 2014 Cadet Daniel 
Sprouse—Bronze; Class of 2013 Cadet John Barnes—
Bronze; Class of 2014 Cadet Mike Miranda—Bronze; 
Class of 2013 Cadet Catherine Donohoe—Bronze.

Class of 2013 receives first duty assignments
Class of 2013 cadets at Arnold Auditorium and other locations around West Point learned the locations 
of their first duty assignment and start dates for the Basic Officer Leadership Course Jan. 31 during Post 
Night.                                                                            PhoTo by debra dalTon/WeST PoinT ParenTS ClUb
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Women’s Boxing to host, 
compete at inaugural invite
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The enthusiasm is so great it couldn’t be limited to just 
one day.

That’s the anticipation building as the West Point Women’s 
Boxing Club prepares to host its first invitational, Friday and 
Saturday at Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center’s North 
End Boxing Room.

Class of 2013 Cadet Giovanna Camacho, team captain, 
said the number of women wanting to participate poured in 
early and didn’t stop. The two-day invitational will feature 
more than 50 female boxers from across the country—
the University of Michigan, Penn State, University of 
Massachusetts, University of Maryland and Rutgers 
University, among others registered to compete at West Point. 

The site is the same as when the team made its home debut 
as a hobby club in April 2011 and hosted an exhibition in 
the cadet gymnasium. The team has since earned status as a 
competitive club through the Directorate of Cadet Activities. 

“It’s going to be pretty awesome,” Camacho said. “We’ve 
come so far since our first exhibition. We’ve been able to 
promote this one a lot more and got more interest right away.” 

Camacho, a California native, looks forward to seeing 

(Above, right) Members of the West 
Point Women’s Boxing Club train daily 
with the emphasis now on sparring 
as they prepare for nationals in April. 
Until then, the boxers can look forward 
to hosting their first invitational Friday 
and Saturday.

some home state boxers as well, arriving from UCLA and the 
University of San Francisco.

“There are teams from across the country flying in, so 
it’s nice to see some fellow Cali girls represent on the East 
Coast,” Camacho said.

For the West Point cadets, the chance to box in their first 
home invitational is an obvious motivator.

“They’re working really hard for this,” Camacho said. “I 
know a lot of them are excited to have a fight here at home.”

In 2012, the cadets traveled to California for the L.A. 
Collegiate Boxing Invitational—their first appearance as a 
competitive club. 

“A major milestone, and our first success,” Coach Jackie 
Atkins, owner and trainer at Gleason’s Gym Jersey Shore, said.

The club launched a fundraising effort to afford the costs 
for the L.A. trip where Camacho earned a championship belt 
after defeating her opponent from Texas Southern University. 

“Our team was able to bring home a belt and this was a 
huge eye-opener for our team realizing that we are capable 
of much more than we think outside Arvin Gym,” Camacho 
said. “Walking into the gym with the belt inspired the ladies 
to train harder, realizing that our training is preparing us for 
success. We just have to grab every opportunity.”

With a huge turnout expected for the weekend invitational, 
team members and coaches have worked long after daily 
practices in preparation for the USA Boxing sanctioned 
event. Camacho said the team is responsible for organizing 
and executing the event with support from classmates and 
other clubs. 

The cadet disc jockeys from WKDT are taking requests 
and compiling playlists for the boxers and the Glee Club is 
scheduled to perform the national anthem. 

(Editor’s Note: An expanded version of this article was 
posted earlier in the week at www.usma.edu.)

A recent practice at Arvin Cadet Physical Development 
Center begins with some shadow boxing before the 
cadets paired off for sparring. 

READY TO RUMBLE
The West Point Women’s Boxing Invitational, 

a two-day, all-female boxing event is scheduled 
6-9:30 p.m. Friday and noon-3:30 p.m. Saturday at 
Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center’s North 

End Boxing Room.
Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

It was not a typical training day for the West Point 
Women’s Boxing Club. Eleven members laced up their 
gloves Jan. 29 but temporarily traded their boxing shorts 
and headgear for black evening dresses and heels.

“Such a girl day,” one cadet commented as they 
fixed their hair and makeup in preparation for a team 
photo shoot. 

That’s the idea, Class of 2013 Cadet Giovanna 
Camacho, team captain, said afterward. They may be able 
to throw and take punches, but they’re still women. And 
so they mixed up the poses with smiles and sneers (or 
glares, really) to reinforce this obvious contrast inherent 
with the sport of women’s boxing. 

The coaches got in the spirit, too. Jackie Atkins, a 
two-time National Golden Gloves champion, had no 
problem putting on a dress for the occasion.

The credit for this photo concept actually goes to 
the University of Notre Dame Women’s Boxing Team 
whose inspirational photo of similar design is featured 
on its website. 

“I liked the symbolism behind it,” Camacho said. 
“When I first saw their picture I thought it was cool 
because they all looked so feminine but had that boxing 
attitude. So I really wanted to do this for our girls.”

The West Point version will be featured inside 
the programs at the club’s inaugural invitational, 
scheduled Friday and Saturday at Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center’s North End Boxing Room.

To learn more about the West Point Women’s 
Boxing Club, find them on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/pages/Womens-Boxing-at-West-
Point/100247350054780.

Boxers strike a pose

Members of the West Point Women’s Boxing Club 
fit a photo shoot into the training schedule in 
support of the upcoming invitational. 
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Engaging the nation’s 
youth in STEM activities
Information provided by the West Point Society 
of Hampton Roads

On Jan. 19, the West Point Center for Leadership 
and Diversity in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM), visited the CCDC Fox Hill 
Community Center in Hampton, Va., and engaged 46 
middle school students, ages 10-14, in a high-tech 
workshop.

The STEM program is designed to inspire under-
represented youth to embrace the world of STEM 
studies and to gain an awareness of exciting career 
opportunities. The workshop challenged the students 
through a friendly robotics competition using newly 
learned problem solving, communication, engineering 
and leadership skills. 

The genuine and ardent instruction provided by the 
West Point Department of Mathematical Sciences, led 
by Lt. Col. Don Outing and assisted by Dr. Kendall 
Williams, contributed to the participants’ engagement 
and imparted a belief that attending one of the top 
schools in the nation is possible. 

The students had no problem preparing themselves 
for the robotics competition that would take place at 

the end of the day. 
A few extraordinary participants received National 

Society of Black Engineers pins, which they wore 
all day among their fellow classmates during the 
session. The height of achievement was reflected on 
their faces at the culminating event where winners 
were acknowledged and certificates presented. The 
students beamed as their names were called to receive 
certificates of achievement and, for a few, to claim the 
title as the winner of the robot competition.

On this National Day of Service event, while 
students built and programmed robots, the dignitaries, 
parents, sponsors and volunteers were briefed on 
continuing the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
by utilizing their talents and experience. They were 
encouraged to mentor the youth and sustain their 
excitement and interest. Coaching and follow-on 
programs were the business at hand as the parents 
reviewed a sheet with multiple possible programs for 
the students. Outing gave a final presentation about the 
need for community support to continue developing 
the new skills. 

This was the third West Point STEM workshop 
conducted in Virginia.

Class of 2016 Cadet Arjin Harris, a member of the West Point 
Chapter of the National Society of Black Engineers, assists two 
students in a robotics project.                              CoUrTeSy PhoTo



 February 7, 20138 Pointer View  News and Features

Panetta, Dempsey speak on war, women in combat 
By Terri Moon Cronk
American Forces Press Service

Three-quarters of the Afghan population is under the 
security responsibility of its country’s own forces because 
of the progress those forces, the U.S. military and its 
coalition partners have achieved in the war there, the 
nation’s defense chief said Sunday.

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta and Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey 
spoke during interviews on CNN’s “State of the Nation” 
and on NBC’s “Meet the Press” about the war’s drawdown, 
the U.S. military’s responsibility in Afghanistan after its 
combat mission ends in late 2014 and the recent decision 
to lift the combat exclusion for servicewomen.

“We’ve made good progress in the war,” Panetta said. 
“We’ve been able to diminish the Taliban’s capabilities. 
Violence has gone down. We’re also developing an Afghan 
army that’s increased its operations skills to provide 
security. We’re on the right path to give (Afghanistan) the 
opportunity to govern itself.”

With significant gains in building their army’s numbers 
and skills, he said, “(The Afghans) have developed their 
ability to provide security.”

The secretary added, “We couldn’t make a transition 
in the areas that need transition … if there weren’t an 

Afghan army that was becoming much more capable of 
doing their jobs.”

Panetta said the rate at which Afghan forces gain 
competency will, in part, determine “the level of enduring 
presence that we will have once we reach the end of 2014.”

He reiterated that the core U.S. and coalition mission 
in Afghanistan is to make sure al-Qaida never again 
establishes a safe haven there.

Dempsey said the military will live up to its commitments 
to maintain a long-term partnership and relationship with 
the Afghan government.

The U.S. military’s top-ranking officer also said 
that post-war U.S. and NATO missions with the Afghan 
government will “largely relate to the counter-terror 
mission, continuing to keep pressure on transnational 
global terrorism, (and) the continued development of the 
Afghan security forces. My instinct … (is) that our numbers 
after 2014 can be modest.”

About 68,000 U.S. troops continue to serve in 
Afghanistan, Dempsey noted. And while the number of 
U.S. troops that will maintain a presence there beyond 
2014 hasn’t yet been determined, he added, that decision 
will be based on several factors.

“The ultimate number will be based on the mission and 
how deeply we want to be involved with their continued 
development, and what they want … literally, what the 

sovereign nation of Afghanistan wants,” he said. “You 
can also count on us to match the mission to the number 
of troops and to keep three things in equilibrium as we get 
there … the mission, retrograding equipment and people 
out, and the protection of the force.”

“Meet the Press” host Chuck Todd told Dempsey that as 
women begin to fill combat roles following the end to the 
ban against their serving on front lines, there is a movement 
on Capitol Hill to pass a law to make sure standards aren’t 
lowered for them.

Dempsey said there’s no need for such legislation.
“We are going to make sure that we have the right 

standards for the right jobs that maintain the readiness of 
the force,” he said.

“My primary responsibility is the readiness of the force, 
and I would do nothing to allow that to be undermined,” 
the chairman said, adding that a requirement exists for 
Congress to review the department’s actions in opening 
occupational specialties to women.

At that point, he noted, Congress will “have the 
opportunity to ask us what we’ve done to standards.”

Lifting the ban, Dempsey said, “really is about changing 
the paradigm from one of exclusiveness to inclusiveness; 
to do the best job to make the best force for Joint Force 
2020. We’ve got to … make sure we’ve got the right talent 
force, and this is part of that.” 

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

 Last month, Secretary of Defense Leon E. 
Panetta announced an end to the Direct Ground 
Combat Exclusion Rule for female Soldiers. 
But the Army wants commanders in the field 
to know that it will be some time before they’ll 
be able to make any changes in their units.

“There will be no immediate changes,” 
Col. Linda Sheimo, chief of the Command 
Programs and Policy Division at the Human 
Resources Policy Directorate, Army G-1, said. 
“In order to open any position that is closed, 
whether it is due to the military occupational 
specialty, or the unit’s mission, all the services 
have to submit a detailed request outlining 
the MOS, the unit, the numbers and also a 
legal analysis that has to go through the Army 
leadership to the Secretary of Defense.”

The Secretary of Defense then has to notify 
Congress of the intent to open those positions, 
and Congress has a specific amount of time 
to consider the issue before anything in the 
services can change, Sheimo said.

“The very soonest that anything could 
happen would be this summer,” Sheimo said.

The Army now has more than 450 MOSs, 
about 20 of which are currently closed to 
female Soldiers. Additionally, there are units 

in the Army that are closed to women, based 
on the mission of those units. So, within those 
units, even if there are jobs with MOSs that 
women are allowed to do elsewhere in the 
Army, women would not be allowed to serve 
in those MOSs within those specific units.

The SecDef’s announcement is expected to 
change the current policy, and could open up 
new opportunities for women in the Army and 
in the other services, Sheimo said.

“The intent of the policy change is to make 
every position open, by Jan. 1, 2016, regardless 
of gender, unless we get an approved exception 
to policy to keep it closed,” Sheimo explained.

Such exceptions, Sheimo said, must be 
approved by the SecDef and the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The announcement by the SecDef amounts 
to a “reversal” of the current policy, Sheimo 
said. Where today, women are excluded from 
some jobs and units and a special exception 
must be approved in order to get women into 
those particular jobs; in the future, the policy 
will be that all jobs are open to women and if 
the services want to exclude women they must 
get a special approved exception that explains 
why they should be excluded.

The Army has not completed the analysis it 
needs in order to open any more MOSs or units 
to women, but the Army already has an effort 

Army must complete 
analysis before opening 
jobs to female Soldiers

underway to meet the SecDef’s suspense date.
“The Army is pursuing a very careful and 

deliberate approach,” she said. “As we move 
forward we will open units and/or MOSs as we 
complete the appropriate assessments, and we 
will submit those requests to Congress to open 
those positions.”

When the Army does eventually open units 
and MOSs to women, the service will focus not 
only on recruiting from the outside—but will 
also look for volunteers from inside the Army 
in order to fill important leadership roles in 
those units and MOSs, Sheimo said, for both 

enlisted Soldiers and officers.
“Leadership is a key element of success in 

this effort,” Sheimo said. “It’s very important 
to have a leadership cadre in place. Initially 
it will have to come from other MOSs and 
specialties.”

But for now, Sheimo said, commanders in 
the field should know that no new positions 
are open to women. 

“The Army will not open any position 
before congressional notification has been 
done and the notification period is complete,” 
Sheimo said. 

Last month, the Secretary of Defense announced an end to the Direct Ground 
Combat Exclusion Rule for female Soldiers. However, the Army wants commanders 
in the field to know that it will be some time before they'll be able to make any 
changes in their units. Pictured here, Pvt. Cicely Verstein practices marksmanship 
on a Fort Jackson, S.C., rifle range. Verstein will be the first female 91M Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle System maintainer, one of six military occupational specialties 
previously restricted to men.                                           PhoTo by WallaCe mCbride
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The funds are managed monthly on a personal debit card 
and can be used like cash for bus tickets, train rides or van-
pooling related costs. 

Interested employees should contact Rosanne Chess 
at 938-2873 or by email for information about Mass 
Transportation Benefi t Program. 

Visit www.militaryvanpool.com or www.vride.com 
to learn more about vanpooling and take a tour of the vans.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability 
to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-
Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also 
noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons when available. 

For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 
at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Youth Wrestling sign-up
The West Point youth wrestling season has started. 
Practices are 6:15-7:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays in 

the wrestling room on the second fl oor of Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center.  

If interested, contact Youth Services at 938-3550 or Coach 
Enock Francois at 561-319-6717.

  

Tillman Military Scholars Program  
The Tillman Military Scholars Program supports our 

nation’s active and veteran servicemembers and their spouses 
by removing fi nancial barriers to completing a degree program 
of choice. 

The scholarship funds cover not only direct study-related 
expenses such as tuition and fees, but also other needs, 
including housing and child care.

Since the program’s inception, the Pat Tillman Foundation 
has invested more than $3.2 million in fi nancial support to 
230 scholars. These scholarship funds are just a portion of 
the Tillman Military Scholars experience, which also focuses 
on guiding an engaged community and providing essential 
resources that empower scholars to serve and lead in their 
local communities and ease the transition from military to 
civilian life.

Go to www.pattillmanfoundation.org/tillman-military-
scholars/ to learn more about the criteria and application 
process, learn about the benefi ts and expectations and meet a 
few of the current scholars.

The application period for the Tillman Military Scholars 
Program closes Feb. 15.

GEHA Service Day 
Mark Denfeld from GEHA is coming to West Point 

to assist with questions regarding medical, dental, vision, 
Medicare A,B,C, and/or D as well as questions regarding 
those turning 26 years old.  

Everyone is welcome and you do not have to be covered 
under GEHA to benefi t from the wealth of information offered 
at the service day event.

He will be at the Civilian Personnel Advisory Center, Bldg. 
626, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Feb. 21.

If you cannot attend and need some answers to your 
questions, do not hesitate to drop Denfeld an email at mark.
denfeld@geha.com.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Monday-Feb. 15;
• March 4-8;
• March 25-29.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Calling on Viva volunteers
Mark your calendars for the West Point Women’s Club 

10th annual Viva from 6-11 p.m. Feb. 15 at the West Point 
Club. 

Be a part of the best party for a worthy cause. However, 
many volunteers are needed to make this event a success.

Volunteer benefi ts include a lowered admission price, 
double casino chips and the rewarding feeling that a small 
deed helps the greater good. 

It is fi rst come, fi rst served for the choice of shifts. 
Don’t be late because this year only the Viva volunteers 

who sign up before the event get the rewards. 
To volunteer, contact Jen Wright, Viva volunteer 

coordinator, at vivavolunteer@aol.com.

Celebrate Presidents’ Day Weekend at the 
Continental Army Winter Encampment and 
Washington’s Headquarters

During the winter of 1782-83, the Soldiers of the northern 
Continental Army anxiously waited, in New Windsor, for 
news of the peace treaty.  Though peace might be announced, 
Washington still ordered his Soldiers to train for battle.  

On Presidents’ Day Weekend—from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Feb. 
16, 1-4 p.m. Feb. 17 and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Feb. 18—Soldiers will 
bring to life the Continental Army’s fi nal winter encampment 
with musket and cannon fi rings, blacksmithing, medical 
demonstrations and other aspects of daily life at the New 
Windsor Cantonment. 

The state historic site is co-located with the National 
Purple Heart Hall of Honor on Route 300, 374 Temple Hill 
Road.

For more information, call 845-561-1765 (ext. 22).
At Washington’s Headquarters, 84 Liberty Street, in 

Newburgh, there is a full schedule of activities for the 
Presidents’ Day Weekend to honor our nation’s founding 
fathers and the Soldiers who fought for our independence.  

Washington’s Headquarters is open from noon-4:30 p.m. 
Feb. 16-18.  For more information, call 845-562-1195. 

For more information about New York State Parks and 
historic sites, visit www.nysparks.com.   

 
DUSA 2013 Community Grant applications

The Society of the Daughters of the U.S. Army 2013 
Community Grant applications are now available at the DUSA 
Gift Shop in the West Point Museum. Deadline is Feb. 19.

For more information, contact Patty Bastianelli at 
DUSAGrants@gmail.com.

West Point Force Sustainment Ball
The West Point Force Sustainment Association invites 

fellow sustainers and supporters of the sustainment 
community to the annual West Point Force Sustainment Ball 
March 1 at the West Point Club Grand Ballroom.

Social Hour starts at 6 p.m., with offi cial ceremonies 
starting at 6:45 p.m. 

The event’s guest speaker is Col. Edward M. Daly, 
commandant, U.S. Army Ordnance School.

RSVP at https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/index.
cfm?i=140975&k=036542007C52.

For more information about prices and formal wear dress, 
contact Capt. Kelly Thompson at kelly.thompson@usma.edu 
or call 938-4371.

Mass Transit Benefit Program
The rising cost of gasoline and increased commuter 

traffi c on the roadways have many people considering mass 
transportation alternatives, including bus transportation, rail 
travel and vanpooling. 

With the aid of the Mass Transit Benefi t Program, federal 
employees can receive up to $125 a month to supplement 
their commuting costs. 

Feb. 7-14
Command Channel 8/23

Army Newswatch 
Today, Friday and Monday 

through Feb. 14
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Friday—Skyfall, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
              Journey, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
THE THEATER SCHEDULE ALSO CAN BE FOUND 

AT WWW.ShoPmyeXChanGe.Com.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, 
Bldg. 752

NOW SHOWING

• Valentine essay—Why do you love your Valentine? 
Do they make sacrifi ces for you and your family, go out 
of their way to make your life easier? Or are they a stay-
at-home mom or dad who devotes all their time to taking 
care of their family? Tell us about it. 

Submit your essay to jgellman@bbcgrp.com by 
Saturday. The winner of the essay contest will win a gift 
certifi cate to Lu-Lu Hair Salon.

• Fat Tuesday celebration—Stop by 132 Bartlett 
Loop from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday to celebrate Fat Tuesday. 

Soft drinks and Mardi Gras King Cake will be served 
with a plastic baby hidden in the cake. The person who gets 
the baby is supposed to have good luck for a year.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities
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Winterize Your Vehicle
Don’t get frozen in your tracks, check 

your coolant. 
Why is it important to check your coolant/

antifreeze mix? 
Frozen coolant can cause your engine to 

overheat, your engine block to crack, radiator 
and heater cores to split open, and hoses and 
coolant bottles to pop or crack. 

These are costly repairs that can be 
prevented. Get your coolant checked today. 
West Point Auto offers coolant/antifreeze 
checks and fl ushes at an affordable price. 

We carry universal coolant for all makes/
models and can advise if a coolant fl ush is 
necessary. We offer appointments for your 
convenience and are located on post behind 
the Post Offi ce.  

Let our A.S.E certifi ed technicians help 
you make it safely through the winter.  

For more information, call 938-2074.

CYSS Hired! Program
The CYSS Hired! Program is for teens 15-

18 years of age to work 12 weeks, 15 hours a 
week and get paid.

Available Hired! placement sites include 
the West Point Bowling Center, Post Library, 
Arts & Crafts Shop, School Age Center and 
Victor Constant Ski Slope.

For more information, contact Marion 
DeClemente at 938-8889 or email marion.
declemente@usma.edu.

Private yoga lesson at the FMWR 
Fitness Center 

Ring in the New Year with private yoga 
lessons with Angie. Give yourself the gift of 
better health and mental fi tness through yoga. 

For more information, call 938-6490.

Noontime Volleyball League
The FMWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 

2013 Staff and Faculty Noontime Volleyball 
League. Departments or units interested in 

Pointer View  

Arts & Crafts Shop February classes
A Sewing class with Jana takes place 

every Tuesday evening in February from 5-7 
p.m. at the West Point Arts and Crafts Shop.

During the month of February, classes 
available are:

• Italian Cooking class with Sue, 5-7 p.m., 
tonight at the Lee CDC;

• Ladies Night Out scrapbooking, 4-7 
p.m., Feb. 14;

• Cedar Bird House class with Chris, 5-6 
p.m., Feb. 21.

• Stained Glass Moravian Star, 4-7 p.m., 
Feb. 28.

Registration and payment are required. 
For more information, call 938-4812.

SAC Night—Pajamas and a Movie
The next School Age Center Night will 

be held 6:30-9:30 p.m. Friday at the Lee Area 
CDC. It is open to all registered children in 
grades 1-5. 

Reservations are required and payment is 
due at the time of reservations. 

There is a minimal activity fee for the 
event. 

For more information and reservations, 
call the School Age Center at 938-8530.

Spin-a-thon
Join the FMWR Fitness Center’s Spin 

instructors for a cardiovascular workout with 
music from 9-11 a.m. Saturday. 

A fun-fi lled, two-hour ride that is sure to 
inspire, entertain and help you achieve your 
fi tness goals. 

Bring a towel and a water bottle. Sports 
drinks and light refreshments will be available.  

Earn six points toward the Fittest Loser 
Contest.  

For more information, call 938-6490.

Valentine’s Day Dinner and Dance
Enjoy a Valentine’s Day Dinner and 

Dance 6:30-10:30 p.m. Feb. 14 at the West 
Point Club’s Pierce Dining Room. 

The dinner includes a fi ve-course meal 

and a complimentary glass of champagne or 
wine and a rose for the ladies. 

Reservations are required by Monday. 
For reservations or more information, 

call 938-5120.

Free Ice Skating at Bear Mountain 
State Park

Join ACS from 1-2 p.m. Feb. 15 for an 
hour of free outdoor skating. This event is 
open to all military ID card holders.

Participants will meet at Bear Mountain 
State Park at 1 p.m. 

To reserve your spot for this activity, call 
938-3487 by Feb. 14 or Monica.Orecchio@
usma.edu.

Morgan Farm Presidents’ Day 
Weekend special

Morgan Farm is offering a Presidents’ Day 
Weekend special for four days of boarding for 
the price of three.  

Drop off is Feb. 17 and pick up is Feb.  21.  
For more information or to make 

reservations, call 938-3926.

Polar Fest
The 2013 Polar Fest will be held from 

noon-7 p.m. Feb. 23 at West Point Ski Slope. 
Pre-registration runs through Feb. 22 at 

the ski sales offi ce.  
Pricing includes food, drink and activities. 
Activities include Buffalo chicken wing 

eating contest, live band and children’s 
activities. 

For more information, call 938-8810.

Father and Daughter Dance
The CYSS Father and Daughter Dance 

is scheduled from 6-9 p.m. March 2 at the 
Lee CDC.   

Light refreshments will be served.  Dress 
attire is Girl’s Sunday Best and Father’s 
Military Blues or suit.  

This event is open to the fi rst 150 guests.  
For more information or to make 

reservations, call 938-4458/0939.

entering a team, contact Jim McGuinness at 
938-3066 by Friday.  

League play will start Feb. 19. Games are 
played at 12:15 and 12:40 p.m. Monday-Friday 
in the Arvin Cadet Physical Development 
Center.   

For additional information, email jim.
mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Evening Volleyball League
The FMWR Sports Offi ce will conduct 

the 2013 Unit Intramural Evening Volleyball 
League. The league is open to all USMA 
units, departments and civilian personnel 18 
years of age or older. 

Deadline for team entries is Feb. 20 and 
play will start Feb. 28. Games will be played 
on Monday and Thursday evenings starting 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center.  

For  more  informat ion ,  ca l l  J im 
McGuinness at 938-3066 or email jim.
mcguinness@usma.edu.

Arts & Craft Shop February Framing 
sale

During the month of February, the Arts 
and Crafts Shop is having a framing sale.

Bring one project and receive 5 percent 
off everything. Bring two projects and receive 
10 percent off everything, 

Bring three projects and receive 15 
percent off everything. 

For more information, call 938-4812. 

Post Library Spring Story Hour
The West Point Post Library Story Hour 

program begins March 5 and runs through 
April 30 with two story hours at 10 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. every Tuesday.

This program is open to all West Point 
community children ages 3-5. Pre-registration 
is required since space is limited. 

Children must be signed up each week. 
Registration must be completed at least 

one hour before the story hour begins. 
For more information, call 938-2974.

At Your Leisure

The Post Taxi
The free Post Taxi is available for use by 

the following West Point workforce (including 
tenants):

• Military;
• Civilian government employees;
• Cadets;
• Government contractors.
Hours of Operation  
The Taxi will be operational between the 

hours of 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
How is the Taxi acquired?
• Customers may call the TMP Taxi at 845-

938-4486.  This number is only for the taxi.
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TRICARE Online provides quick, easy 
healthcare access

Are you tired of standing in a line or waiting 
on hold? Visit TRICARE Online to book, view 
and cancel your appointment right now. 

 TRICARE Online is a great way to access 
your healthcare information and services. 

It is the Military Health System patient portal 
and is designed to provide online capabilities and 
information for benefi ciaries of the TRICARE 
program. 

Some of the services that can be accessed 
through TRICARE Online are the ability to make 
appointments, refi ll prescriptions and view up to 
fi ve years of personal health data.

New Pharmacy/Primary Care Hours
Our number one priority is to provide you 

and your family with the best possible care.  
As a result, the Pharmacy and Primary Care 

Department will close early every Thursday 
afternoon for mandatory training. This weekly 
training is an Armywide requirement to ensure 
we continue to provide world-class healthcare.  

The Pharmacy Department will be closed 
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. and the Primary Care 
Department from noon-5 p.m. every Thursday. 

Seeking research volunteers (shoulder 
surgery rehabilitation)

If you had shoulder surgery in the past 
year or are scheduled to have shoulder surgery, 
excluding rotator cuff repairs, then you may 

qualify for this study. 
Participants will be asked to perform 

the upper quarter Y-balance test and other 
assessments for strength, function and motion 
on both shoulders. 

In doing so, participants will learn how 
operative shoulder function compares to your 
non-operative shoulder. 

For more information, contact the Arvin 
Sports Physical Therapy Clinic at 938-3067.

Immunization Clinic hours
The new Immunization Clinic hours are 

8-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday and 8-11 a.m. Thursday. 
The clinic is closed Thursday afternoons for 
training.

Please remember patients with appointments 
have fi rst priority.  

Upcoming Developmental Screenings
Not all children develop the same way—

some need extra help. If you have concerns with 
your child’s communication skills, motor skills, 
self-help skills, learning, behavior and/or social 
interactions, join us at our Free Developmental/
Hearing Screenings.   

The screenings will be conducted at the Lee 
CDC (140 Buckner Loop) in conjunction with 
Audiology, EDIS and the West Point School 
for ages birth to 5 years old. 

It is scheduled from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Tuesday. For details, call 938-2698/6868.

Keller Corner

See SUDOKU SOLUTION, Page 2

Sgt. Shaun Kennedy and his wife Elizabeth, with son, file their taxes Monday with 
the help of Erin Kidd at the West Point Tax Center, located in Bldg. 626. Active duty 
servicemembers, cadets, reservists with at least 30 days of consecutive duty time, 
family members and retirees are eligible to get their taxes done at the center. The 
Tax Center operates until April 15 and sees clients on an appointment-only basis. 
The Tax Center is open from 8:30 a.m.-noon and 1:15-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
To schedule an appointment, call 938-5920.           KaThy eaSTWood/PV

Tax Center is open

In late December, the Army released the 2013 Basic Allowance for Housing 
rates for all locations in the continental United States. The 2013 rates refl ect an 
overall average increase of 1.4 percent for West Point. While most ranks increased 
slightly, there were some rank decreases.

The new rates, which went into effect Jan. 1, applies to all personnel except 
those who have a decrease. Please note—for military members already stationed at 
West Point, rate protection will be applied and will remain in effect for the length 
of their tour here. 

Servicemembers will continue to receive their prior amount.  If promoted during 
their tour, they will receive the 2013 rate only if it is a higher amount, they will not 
see a decrease in their housing allowance. The Basic Allowance for Housing rates 
for all locations can be viewed on the Defense Travel Management Offi ce website 
at http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/perdiem.cfm. 

For more information, call Eileen Kaczkin at the Housing Services Offi ce at 
845-938-2500.   

2013 BAH rates at West Point
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F r i d a y — W o m e n ’ s 
Tennis vs. Stony Brook, 
Lichtenberg Tennis Center, 
3 p.m.

Friday—Hockey vs. 
American International, 
Tate Rink, 7:05 p.m.  

S a t u r d a y — Wo m e n ’ s 
Tennis vs. Connecticut, 
Lichtenberg Tennis Center, 
9 a.m.

Saturday—Men’s Tennis vs. 
Stony Brook, Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center, 1 p.m.

S a t u r d a y — M e n ’ s 
Basketball vs. Bucknell, 
Christl Arena, 4 p.m.

Sunday—Men’s Tennis vs. 

Connecticut, Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center, 9 a.m.

Sunday—Women’s Tennis 
vs. Fordham, Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center, 1 p.m.

Sunday—Men’s Tennis vs. 
Vassar, Lichtenberg Tennis 
Center, 5 p.m.

Sunday—Wrestling vs. 
American (5 p.m.) and 
Boston University (7 p.m.), 
Gillis Field House.

Wednesday—Lacrosse 
vs. Manhattan, Michie 
Stadium, 3 p.m.

Wednesday—Women’s 
Basketball vs. Lafayette, 
Christl Arena, 7 p.m.

Army Sports 
home schedule 

Feb. 7-14

Army excels at Bucknell Invitational
By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Nick Treiberg shattered the plebe record in 
the 50-yard freestyle and several other members of the 
Army swimming and diving teams authored personal-
best performances as the Black Knights competed in 
the non-scoring Bucknell Invitational Feb. 2 at Kinney 
Natatorium in Lewisburg, Pa.

Treiberg led the Army men throughout the meet, 
winning the 50 free and recording four other top-five 
finishes. 

Sophomore Renee Mihail and freshman Carolyn 
McCarty each authored a pair of top-eight showings to 
pace the Black Knight women. 

“I was very pleased with the effort turned in by the 
contingent that we brought to Bucknell,” Army head 
coach Mickey Wender said. “It was a great opportunity 
for some of our younger athletes to develop in a 
competitive meet against some talented teams. 

“I am extremely proud of this group,” he added. 
“They went out and swam hard and came away with a 
plebe record and several lifetime bests. Today’s result 
sets us up nicely for the Patriot League Championships.”

Treiberg led an Army sweep of the top three positions 
in the 50 free, touching the wall in an Army plebe-record 
time of 20.90 seconds. 

Sophomore Dion Hart (21.42) and junior John Blickle 
(21.56) completed the Black Knights’ sweep, placing 
second and third, respectively. 

Treiberg added runner-up finishes in the 200-yard 
individual medley (1:56.91) and 100-yard freestyle 
(46.50), while placing fourth in the 100-yard breaststroke 
(58.80). 

The first-year swimmer also teamed with fellow 
freshmen Pierre Archambeau, Zach Blankenbeker and 
Colin Kanzari to win the 200-yard medley relay in a 
clocking of 1:34.13.

Junior Brendan Lorton, sophomore Tyler Sowell, 
freshman Austin Kong, Blankenbeker and Kanzari added 
individual wins in the pool for the Army men. 

Lorton took gold in the 200 IM (1:55.39), Sowell 
outswam the field in the 200 back (1:53.68), Kanzari won 
the 200 breast (2:03.40), Blankenbeker was victorious in 
the 200 fly (1:52.02) and Kong touched first in the 100 
breast (57.28).

Sowell and Kong also helped Army win the 200-yard 
freestyle relay as the two underclassmen teamed with 
Hart and Blickle to take gold with a time of 1:23.69.

McCarty set the tone for the Army women, placing 
runner-up in the 200 IM with a clocking of 2:12.36. She 
later finished eighth in the 200 back (2:12.66). Mihail, 
meanwhile, was second in the 200 fly (2:14.63) and fifth 
in the 1,650 free (18:22.61).
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Women’s Basketball defeats Lehigh, now 5-2 in PLs

Senior guard Anna Simmers lead the Black Knights to a 61-56 win at Lehigh Feb. 2, helped halt Army’s 
two-game losing streak by scoring a game-high 21 points. The win gave Army a share of second-place 
with American in conference play with a 5-2 record. Simmers recorded her first double-digit total 
in three games. The Black Knights also got double-digit scoring from junior guard Jen Hazlett (15), 
freshman guard Kelsey Minato (11) and freshman forward Aimee Oertner (10).   eriC S. barTelT/PV

Army and Community Sports

By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Army women’s basketball finished the first seven-game cycle 
of Patriot League games with a 61-56 win at Lehigh Feb. 2, its first 
win at Stabler Arena since 2007. 

The Black Knights halted their two-game losing streak thanks 
to a resurgence by senior guard Anna Simmers who tallied a game-
high 21 points despite getting into early foul trouble. 

Army is 5-2 through the first half of conference play for the 
first time since 2007-08 as the Black Knights sit in a tie for second 
place in the league standings.

Simmers recorded her first double-digit scoring effort since 
getting 11 against Navy on Jan. 20 after averaging just 3.7 points 
per game the previous three contests. Army’s lone senior to see the 
court tonight, Simmers had a game-high 11 at intermission despite 
picking up her third foul with over four minutes remaining in the 
stanza. 

Army (16-6, 5-2) boasted four double-digit scorers on the night 
for the second time this season. Simmers was joined by junior guard 
Jen Hazlett who had her second consecutive 15-point game, as 
well as freshmen guard Kelsey Minato (11) and freshman forward 
Aimee Oertner (10). The Black Knights went into the locker room 
at halftime with the lead (25-24) for the first time in three games, 
yet the one-point differential told little of the story. 

Army broke out to a 10-3 lead after Simmers and junior Jen 
Hazlett sunk a pair of three-pointers, and the Black Knights led by 
as many as nine with six minutes left in the half before the Mountain 
Hawks began chipping away. Lehigh (10-12, 2-5) finished the 
half on a 10-2 run, capped by a last-second three-pointer by Kelly 
Peterson. 

The game remained within two possessions for the first 10 
minutes of the second half, with Army not getting more than five 
points away from the Mountain Hawks even with a bevy of fouls 
called against the Black Knights. 

Lehigh was into the bonus after just seven minutes in the 
second as Simmers, Hazlett, Oertner, Minato and sophomore Olivia 
Schretzman were all playing with three fouls apiece. 

Thankfully for Army, the Mountain Hawks shot below their 
free-throw percentage average of nearly 72 percent, making just 
14 of 21 attempts on the night. 

Army gained its largest lead of the night with 7:39 to play, 47-37, 
after Oertner laid it in off the dish from Hazlett. Lehigh rebounded 
with a 6-0 run to cut the difference to 51-47 in favor of the Black 
Knights with 4:41 left, before Simmers notched back-to-back layups 
before the under-four media timeout. 

Lehigh answered Simmers’ buckets with another 6-0 run to make 
it a two-point game, 55-53, with 1:56 left. After that, however, it 
was all Army, highlighted by a game-changing inbounds feed from 
Hazlett to Oertner from in front of Army’s bench into the paint, 
where Oertner laid it in uncontested with 52 seconds left. 

After Peterson missed a three-point attempt with 21 seconds 
left, Minato was fouled and made both free-throws to nearly seal 
the game. Lehigh made one last charge with a three by Elizabeth 
Jordan with five seconds left, but Army was able to get the ball 
inbounds and run out the clock. 

The Black Knights shot above 40 percent for the first time 
since Jan. 20, totaling a 43.1-percent clip on the night on 22-of-51 
shooting. 

Even more impressive, Army was clutch from the charity stripe, 
making 11 of 13 attempts, including 8-of-9 in the second half. The 
Black Knights also won the battle of the boards, 38-33, led by 
Simmers’ and Schretzman’s eight caroms apiece. 

With Navy’s win over Bucknell, the Midshipmen stand alone 
in first place after the first round of Patriot League play with a 6-1 
record – their one loss being against the Black Knights. Army is 
in a tie for second place with American, both sporting 5-2 marks. 
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Rifle takes “Star,” defeats Navy

Four Army wrestlers place runner-up at All-Academy

By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

Juniors Michael Matthews and Richard 
Calvin earned medalist honors in smallbore 
and air rifle, respectively, as Army outshot 
service-academy rival Navy, 5,822-5,755, 
Feb. 2 at Tronsrue Marksmanship Center. 
The victory marked the Black Knights’ 
fourth-straight “Star” match win over the 
Midshipmen. 

In addition to winning the five-man 
scoring used in a service-academy match, the 
No. 5 ranked Black Knights (7-3) defeated the 
No. 15 Midshipmen (3-3) 4663-4620 in the 
NCAA four-man format in posing their third 
highest mark of the season. and second best 
mark in air rifle (2352). 

It is the second straight weekend that 
Matthews captured medalist honors in 
smallbore and sixth time this season after 
outpointing his nearest rivals in teammates 
Joseph Todaro and Calvin, who scored 578s, 
to lead an Army sweep of the top three places. 
Senior team captain William Mengon shared 
fourth place with Navy’s Jodi Cull-Host with 
574s. 

Calvin’s 591 in air rifle edged teammate 
Zachary Wells by a point to earn first-place 
honors for the second time this season. It is 
the third straight meet Calvin has scored in the 
590 range and sixth time this season. Wells’ 

590 tied his career high that he set last year. 
Jacob Costa (572) rounded out Army’s 

five-man smallbore unit, made up of 
Matthews, Todaro, Calvin and Mengon, that 
outpointed Navy 2,883-2,850. 

Calvin, Matthews and Todaro were also 
members on the air rifle team, along with 
freshman Alyssa Gestl (582) and Wells, which 
defeated Navy 2,939-2,905, in sweeping both 
disciplines. Army’s four-man 2,352 score in 
that discipline is the second highest of the 
season, trailing the record-tying mark of 2357 
set last week. 

“I mixed up the team format today to 
decide the top five for both teams,” coach 
Ron Wigger said. “In training, Zach (Wells) 
has shown that he has the ability to shoot a 
high number in air rifle, and I put him on the 
team today to give him his shot to do well in 
the team format. 

“This is a milestone for the program in 
my tenure at West Point. I now have a record 
over .500 against Navy (7-6), and that is after 
starting off 0-5,” he added. “That should tell 
you that we have dominated Navy since 2006. 
We are 7-1 against them in the last eight years. 
We completely turned the tide after losing the 
first five years. 

“I feel that is a great credit to the cadets 
and teams we have had in the past,” Wigger 
concluded. “This is my first class to have 
beaten Navy all four years.”

By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

Senior Jordan Thome (133 pounds), junior 
Paul Hancock (165), junior Tyler Rauenzahn 
(141) and freshman Bryce Barnes (197) placed 
runner-up in their respective weight classes 
to lead the Army wrestling team to a fourth-
place showing at the 19th annual All-Academy 
Championships Feb. 2 at Gillis Field House.

The Black Knights finished with 71 points 
to place within the top half of the eight-
team field. Navy produced seven individual 
champions and piled up 128.5 points en route 
to its fifth consecutive team crown. Air Force 
finished a distant second with 92.5 points 
followed by The Citadel (72).

Merchant Marine (17.5 points), VMI (15.5), 
Coast Guard (12.5) and Norwich (0) rounded 
out the eight-team field, placing fifth, sixth, 
seventh and eighth, respectively.

Thome, the top-seeded wrestler at 133 
pounds, opened the tournament by pinning 
Merchant Marine’s Tom Healey in exactly 2 
minutes. The four-year performer then edged 
Air Force’s Dylan Hyder, 1-0, to reach the title 
bout. Thome’s championship hopes were cast 
aside in the final, however, when he was upset 
by Navy’s second-seeded Colton Rasche, 6-2.

Hancock cruised into the championship 
match at 165 pounds as the draw’s top-seeded 

wrestler pinned Merchant Marine’s Nic Watson 
(4:51) and scored a major decision opposite 
Norwich’s Dave Pinto (13-5). The third-year 
performer was pinned by Navy’s second-
seeded Peyton Walsh (1:36) in the final and 
settled for second place.

Rauenzahn began his run through the 
141-pound draw by posting a dominant 18-3 
technical fall victory against Norwich’s Tyrell 
Carstarphen. The second-seeded Rauenzahn 
then edged Navy Joe Locksmith, 6-4, in sudden 
victory to reach the title bout. Rauenzahn’s 
run ended in the championship match when 
he suffered an 8-4 setback to top-seeded Ugi 
Khishignyam. 

Barnes opened the tourney with a 
convincing 15-0 technical fall win versus 
Norwich’s Sam Kent. The third-seeded Barnes 
then upset second-seeded Joshua Mohr of 
Air Force to make the finals. Barnes hung 
tough with Navy’s top-seeded Peter Huntley, 
but ultimately dropped an 8-5 decision in the 
championship bout.

Army also totaled a pair of third-place 
finishes as juniors John Belanger (149 pounds) 
and Patrick Marchetti (157) both successfully 
navigated the consolation draw. 

Senior Collin Wittmeyer (285 pounds), 
sophomore Cole Gracey (174) and freshman 
Austin Wilding (184) each placed fourth in 
their respective weight classes.

Junior Paul Hancock finished as a runner-up in the 165-pound weight class 
at the 19th annual All-Academy Championships Feb. 2 at Gillis Field House. 
Hancock was joined by senior Jordan Thome (133 pounds), junior Tyler 
Rauenzahn (141 pounds) and freshman Bryce Barnes (197 pounds) with 
runner-up honors at the championships.             Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao

Senior Garrek Hojan-Clark turned in his strongest performance during his 
final appearance at the West Point Gymnastics Open by laying claim to the 
individual title on pommel horse Feb. 2 at Christl Arena. He is just the fourth 
Black Knight crowned a champion in that event, and first since 2011 when 
former teammate Jonathan Hoey earned medalist honors. Ranked No. 1 in 
the country since the first poll of the season, and unbeaten this year in his 
signature event, Hojan-Clark outdistanced the field with a 15.0 in besting his 
closest competitors, Temple's Brendan Williams and Alex Tighe, by eight-tenths 
of a point.                  Tommy GilliGan/USma Pao

Pommel Horse champ


