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Cadets could be seen returning 
to West Point in droves last week, 
lugging travel bags, recreational 
gear, laundry and duffel bags  
as they arrived back in time for 
Reorganization Week Jan. 3-7. 
Commonly referred to as “Reorgy 
Week,” this is the time when 
cadets receive textbooks and visit 
the Admissions Offi ce to add and 
drop courses. Many will undergo 
training for their respective duties, 
like the Respect and Honor staff. 
Still more will attend informational 
briefings by class, regiment or 
selected personnel. 

For Class of 2013 cadets this 
marks their fi nal semester before 
graduation and commissioning, and 
it will be highlighted with events 
such as Post Night—where they 
choose their fi rst duty station—
and 100th Night—a milestone 
celebration and countdown of their 
fi nal days as cadets. 

The Class of 2016 completed 
its first of eight semesters and 

has Plebe-Parent Weekend to 
anticipate this spring. 

Some of these highlights and a 
review of 2012 were presented to 
the Corps during a leaders’ briefi ng 
at Eisenhower Hall Theatre Jan. 
5. It’s also an opportunity the 
academy’s command team takes 
at the start of every semester to 
set the tone, the focus and the 
priorities for the remainder of the 
academic year.

Superintendent Lt. Gen. David 
H. Huntoon Jr. delivered a message 
about leadership and referred to 
the “educate, train and inspire” 
mission statement as the focus 
which guides everything at West 
Point. 

“This is what matters in your 
47 months here at the United 
States Military Academy. That’s 
your focus,” Huntoon said. “It 
is your preparation to lead the 
sons and daughters of America, 
to serve the nation in a selfl ess 
and courageous manner. That’s 
the point of everything you do 
here. And that’s why we start 
the beginning of every term by 

Reorgy Week kicks off second semester for USMA cadets
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Reorgy Week kicks off second semester for USMA cadets
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GRAPHIC BY MIKE STRASSER/PV

The Corps of Cadets assembled at Eisenhower Hall Theatre Jan. 5 where they were addressed by 
senior leaders of the U.S. Military Academy prior to the start of the second semester. 

SEE PAGES 7-10
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News and Features

Preparing Soldiers and Families for life after the Army
Submitted by the U.S. Army 
Installation Management Command 
Headquarters

The U.S. Army Installation Management 
Command is committed to assisting 
Soldiers and families transition into civilian 
employment and America’s communities. 
In response to the President’s and U.S. 
Army’s emphasis on a career-ready military, 
IMCOM is highlighting job fairs, expanding 
its transition services and keenly focused on 
identifying employment opportunities within 
the command as well as business and industry.  

“Our Soldiers deserve the best we can 
offer them, including the best opportunities 
for the future,” Lt. Gen. Mike Ferriter, 
commanding general, U.S. Army Installation 
Management Command, said. “We’re making 
sure Soldiers can’t slip through the cracks.  

“We will do everything we can to help 
prepare them for civilian life as thoroughly 
as we equip them for battle,” he added. “We 
owe that to our veterans in exchange for their 
life of service and sacrifice to this nation.”

All transitioning Soldiers, from those 
retiring to first-term enlistees, have a wealth 
of opportunity at their fingertips thanks in 
large part to the Veterans Opportunity to Work 
Act, which Congress approved in October 
2011. 

The VOW Act is the driving force behind 
the completely revamped transition program, 
according to Kenric Echols, chief of Military 
Personnel, IMCOM G1.

“Changes went into effect on Nov. 21,” 
Echols said, “but we’re already getting 
lots of phone calls and inquiries about the 
new transition program. The intent is to 
better prepare transitioning Soldiers and 
their families and get them in touch with 
potential employers—hopefully resulting in 
job offers.”

That’s good news for Soldiers, the Army 
and the nation, according to Ferriter.

What does the new program look like? 
Soldiers transitioning this fiscal year will 

receive mandatory pre-separation counseling 
that includes in-depth discussion of veterans 
benefits, financial planning, civilian 
employment readiness training and a heavy 
emphasis on individualized transition plans 
over a longer time period. 

Transitioning Soldiers can also expect 
more individual attention and counseling 
on resumé writing and practice interviews.  
And depending on a Soldier’s preference, 
the program will include a detailed workshop 
focusing on one of three areas—education, 
technical skills or small business ownership.  

Spouses are highly encouraged to 
participate in the five-day transition program 
as well, according to Echols.

“We highly encourage spouses to attend 
the entire session alongside their Soldier,” 
Echols said. “They can attend all sessions or 
some and we have resources to help them in 
their search for employment as well.”  

IMCOM has already found that engaged 
and educated spouses are a key enabler to a 
successful transition from military service.

Job fairs are a critical part of the process.  
Echols emphasized that they provide a 
meeting place for military members and 
employers to connect, provide valuable 
networking opportunities and give Soldiers 
better insight into the pay available within 
the private and public sectors.  

Garrisons around the globe are now 
required to host a minimum of two 
employment events, such as community 
job fairs, each fiscal year. Many garrisons 
are exceeding that goal by partnering with 
other agencies, such as the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, which has a proven track 
record for connecting business to our talented 
Soldiers.  

“We are also expanding the use of job 
fairs, allowing Soldiers to engage potential 
employers remotely, even from overseas,” 
Echols said.  

Soldiers can sign up for a virtual career 
fair program at https://www.acap.army.mil/. 
A listing and details on all the IMCOM job 

fairs is available at http://www.imcom.army.
mil/Organization/G1Personnel/ACAP/
JobFairMap.aspx. 

Federal employment is another great 
avenue available to Soldiers. It’s estimated 
that as much as 60 percent of the federal 
civilian workforce will be retiring in the next 
decade. 

This opens a wide variety of federal jobs, 
and few people will be more qualified to fill 
those positions than today’s Soldiers.  

Those who have served in combat, have 
been decorated for valor, or have combat 
related injuries or disabilities, may find entry 
into federal service easier due to veterans’ 
preferences and streamlined hiring practices. 

The Army relies heavily on Army civilians 
every day. Army civilians write contracts, 
deliver goods, manage networks and provide 
support functions that would otherwise 
present distractions to training and wartime 
operations.  

Civilians man the training ranges, run 
the finance offices and, in some cases, cook 
the meals and manage the personnel actions.  
From the sound of reveille to when a Soldier 
turns out the lights in the barracks at the end 
of the day, Soldiers are supported by their 
civilian counterparts.

“There’s not much difference in how you 
feel about your job and how you conduct 

business in and out of uniform,” retired 
Command Sgt. Maj. Willie Wilson, who today 
runs the Army’s World Class Athlete Program 
for the Installation Management Command, 
said. “And in most Army civilian positions, 
you’re still taking care of Soldiers and their 
families. I’m glad that’s still part of my job 
description.”

The skills sets and training Soldiers 
receive during active duty, whether they serve 
for four years or 20, directly translate to the 
Army civilian workforce.  

Making the switch from uniformed to 
civilian service is easier than ever before 
and IMCOM’s Transition Services Programs 
are working to ensure Soldiers and their 
families are educated on how to cross-walk 
the Military Occupational Specialties to 
requirements of civilian positions. 

We are keenly focused on providing 
Soldiers and families relevant training, 
programs and services for seamless transition.

“I’m certain that in the coming decades 
our Soldiers will give this country as much as 
they have in the past 10 years of war,” Ferriter 
said. “While it’s important to do all we can 
to support them no matter what path they 
choose after separating or retiring, we’re also 
positioning the Army of 2020 to retain their 
knowledge, skills, enthusiasm, patriotism and 
willingness to serve.”

A spouse  peruses 
literature at the Military 
S p o u s e  B u s i n e s s 
All iance Hiring Fair 
and Career  Forum 
in November at the 
Graham Res i l i ency 
Training Campus at Fort 
Sill, Okla. 
        Photo by Cannoneer staff
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If you have been a victim of sexual assault, 
contact the West Point Helpline... 
• At West Point, call or text, 845-659-7467;
• Visit www.preventsexualassault.army.mil;
• Visit the DOD Safe Helpline at www.SafeHelpline.org;
• Call the Safe Helpline at 877-995-5247 or text 55247 
inside the U.S. or 202-470-5546 outside the U.S.

U.S. Military Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. David H. Huntoon Jr. chats with 
cadets prior to the leaders briefing Jan. 5 at Eisenhower Hall Theatre.

reminding ourselves of our true azimuth.” 
The command briefing addressed issues 

such as the SHARP program—the Army’s 
sexual harassment and assault program, 
suicide prevention and hazing. 

Huntoon said trust is the foundation of 
leadership and those types of incidents are 
detrimental to establishing and building 
trust in a unit.

“Every one of you here shoulders the 
responsibility for every member of our 
team. And part of that mantle of leadership 
includes no tolerance for the criminal 
misbehaviors that are part of SHARP, that 
means no assault, no harassment to other 
members of our team,” Huntoon said. “It 
means respecting each other and respecting 
boundaries. 

“You need to build and sustain the trust 
that I know exists in the Corps all the time. 
That is your duty. And it will certainly be 
your duty as officers in the United States 
Army where you will stand in front of a 
formation and say the same words and hold 
your organization accountable as they trust 
you with their lives.” 

Commandant Brig. Gen. Ted Martin 
said even one instance of sexual assault 
or harassment shocks him, and he doesn’t 
like the fact that a Google search on hazing 
inevitably will find reference to West Point 
and of practices nearly a century ago. 

“Because that was the flavor of the day 
here. It wasn’t too long ago when hazing was 
out of control at West Point. If we don’t fight 
every single day and stamp it out wherever 
it shows itself, it’ll come back,” Martin said. 
“It’s the tool of the weak. It’s the tool of a 
weak leader. The only way Soldiers will 
follow you in combat is if they trust and 
respect you. When push comes to shove and 
it’s their life or yours, they have to give it to 
you; you can’t take it. And they have to trust 
you. We can build that trust by not having 
hazing as part of our leadership lexicon.”

Martin said what was developed by the 
senior leadership from the Class of 2012, 
which is now being confirmed by the Respect 

staff from the Class of 2013, is that the most 
progress in this fight can be made at the 
company level.

“It’s been a while since I’ve been a 
company commander, so I listened when 
the cadets talked. It’s the tone that is set at 
the company level, it starts with language, 
attitude, the words that we say—some of 
which are very hurtful,” Martin said. “It’s 
not that we’re not strong and we can’t take it 
… but personal attacks, going after someone 
because of their gender, race, religious 
orientation or sexual orientation is not how 
you develop leadership. It’s not how we 
develop the type of tone and atmosphere in a 
company where we all go about the business 
of studying physical development, military 
development, professional development.”

Dean of the Academic Board Brig. 
Gen. Timothy Trainor opened his remarks 
with a reminder about how well the Corps 
is doing—citing two Rhodes Scholarship 
recipients, the Model UN Team earning 
three Best Delegation awards in competition 
among the accolades and the many cadets 
representing the academy throughout the 
world in the Semester Abroad program.

He also provided advice to each class 
for the upcoming semester and beyond. For 
the seniors, Trainor said “finish strong and 
graduate” and assist underclassmen to also 
succeed.

“And as the leaders of the Corps I ask that 
you continue to enforce study conditions in 
the barracks. We’ve been doing pretty well 
in that area, at least from what I’ve seen,” 
Trainor said. 

To the entire Corps he emphasized a 
message of starting strong and finishing 
stronger.

“We throw a lot at you here in developing 
you to be scholars and warriors,” Trainor 
said. “There’s a lot on your plate but it’s 
very purposeful because you need to seek 
excellence in all of those to be successful as 
an Army officer, for what the demands of the 
Army are, and what our Soldiers deserve from 
their leaders of character.”
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By Maj. Andrew Pfluger 
and Maj. Barrett Thomas 
Department of Geography and 
Environmental Engineering

For the third consecutive year, the 
U.S. Military Academy has joined the 
RecycleMania tournament and is ready to 
out-recycle more than 600 other colleges 
and universities across the U.S. and Canada.  

This year’s strategy focuses on community 
involvement.  RecycleMania is not just about 
the Corps, but the entire installation. 

So, what is RecycleMania?  
R e c y c l e M a n i a  i s  a 
f r iendly competi t ion 
a n d  b e n c h m a r k i n g 
tool for colleges and 
universities to promote 
recycling programs 
and waste reduction. 
The competi t ion is 
run  by  the  Co l l ege 
and University Recycling 
Council, in coordination with Keep American 
Beautiful and the EPA’s WasteWise program.  
RecycleMania is also sponsored by a number 
of major corporations who have been 
instrumental in spreading the word on 
recycling at West Point. This year, the eight-
week competition runs from Feb. 3-April 5.  

West Point will participate in four major 
categories of waste and recycling, which are 
reported weekly by weight: paper, cardboard, 
bottles/cans and trash. 

While there are several competition 
categories, the academy will most likely 
be competitive in the “Stephen K. Gaski 
Per Capita Classic” category, that measures 
which college or university can collect 
the largest combined amount of paper, 
cardboard and bottles/cans per person during 
the competition period. Last year, West 
Point fi nished 11th of 338 universities that 
competed in this category.  

Of signifi cant note, West Point placed 
third in the cardboard category in 2012 and 
could be competitive again in this category if 
everyone reinforces their cardboard recycling 
efforts.

Garrison Commander Col. Dane Rideout 
is fully supportive of the recycling effort and 
has dedicated resources to support recycling 
initiatives on post.  

In the cadet barracks, cadets will soon 
see new cardboard recycling dumpsters for 
the common areas and new bins for each 
of the cadet company areas. West Point’s 
Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation has also worked hard to develop 
a RecycleMania advertising campaign to 

begin in January 2013, which will 
include posters, fl iers and 

advertisements in every 
major social medium at 
West Point.     

Not only will West 
Point participate against 

other schools, but for the 
second year it will compete 
in a separate category against 

other service academies and 
military schools in the Commander-in-

Chief’s Recycling Challenge. 
Last year, USMA contended with the 

U.S. Coast Guard Academy, the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, the Citadel and the Virginia 
Military Institute to see which military school 
could recycle the most. The Coast Guard, due 
mainly to its robust food recycling program, 
won the inaugural challenge.   

In the Corps, an energized team of cadets 
is taking on the RecycleMania effort this 
year.  Class of 2013 Cadet Christine Esachina 
(Company C-3) is the cadet in charge of the 
effort. 

Assisting her is Class of 2014 Cadets Asia 
Hernandez (Co. I-2), Bonny Bradway (Co. 
B-1) and Mckenzie Hudgins (Co. F-3). Each 
of the participating cadets is a member of the 
Engineers and Scientists for a Sustainable 
World Club, which is the parent organization 
for RecycleMania in the Corps.  

Also critical to success is the Energy 
and Environment chain of command 
headed by Class of 2013 Cadet Adam 
Leemans (Co. G-2), the brigade energy and 
environment offi cer. In addition, each cadet 
company has an energy and environment 
offi cer who is charged with developing a 

RecycleMania competition spreads across West Point

Cadets are doing their part in recycling around the academy, but the Corps needs 
the help of the entire West Point community during the annual RecycleMania 
tournament. This is the third year cadets have participated in the national recycling 
competition which kicks off Feb. 3.                                   Photo by Kylee nielsen-Pfluger

recycling strategy to win the cadets’ internal 
recycling competition. Cadet companies 
compete against each other, not just for the 
intrinsic value of recycling, but for prize 
money supplied by the Directorate of Cadet 
Activities.   

So, what can you do to support the 
installation and help West Point win 
RecycleMania? One word: recycle. Save 
plastic bottles and cans and store cardboard 
and paper until they can be disposed in the 

recycling receptacles. Those who live on 
the installation housing areas, ensure that 
recyclables are disposed of in a container that 
FMWR picks up and brings to the West Point 
Recycling Center.  

Any questions concerning recycling 
locations should be directed to Stan Brown, 
West Point Recycling Center director, at 
938-4281.   

For more information about RecycleMania, 
visit www.recyclemaniacs.org/.  

the Corps, but the entire installation. 
So, what is RecycleMania?  

R e c y c l e M a n i a  i s  a 
f r iendly competi t ion 
a n d  b e n c h m a r k i n g 

include posters, fl iers and 

Point participate against 
other schools, but for the 

second year it will compete 
in a separate category against 

other service academies and 
military schools in the Commander-in-

SANDHURST TRAINING BEGINS
The Sandhurst Military Skills 
Competition is scheduled April 
19-20 at West Point, and 
training began this week for 
U.S. Military Academy cadets. 
Look for coverage to begin in 
the Pointer View as squads hone 
their military skills in preparation 
for the annual event. Additional 
information and photos will 
appear at www.usma.edu and 
on social media.
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Traditionally, West Point graduation occurs in May, but 
for 22 cadets from the Class of 2012, Dec. 21 was their 
day to celebrate. The ceremony at Thayer Hall’s Robinson 
Auditorium included the traditions customary to class 
graduations like the hat toss. 

Cadets who were not able to graduate with their class 
due to injuries, family emergencies or illness, or academic 
weaknesses, reached this academic milestone through 
determination and persistence.

Dean of the Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor 
was the guest speaker as well as the dispenser of diplomas. 
Cadets received their commissioning bars from Association 
of Graduates President Robert McClure.

“What a great day,” Trainor said. “This is truly a very 
special occasion. Here in front of us today, are our 22 
newest graduates and soon-to-be officers, who successfully 
completed the unique program this institution can deliver, 
and who are now ready to begin a rich and rewarding Army 
career. I know during the past four years you were unsure this 
day would ever come. But you made it. Congratulations.”

Trainor spoke about each graduating cadet with personal 
anecdotes, often peppered with humor. Although some 
graduates, like 2nd Lt. Jordan Pleasants, were disappointed 
they didn’t graduate with the class, they were simply proud 
to have completed their West Point experience.

Pleasants, who majored in environmental geography and 
branched infantry, will be going to Fort Benning, Ga., for 
basic officer leadership course training after enjoying some 
much-deserved leave.

“I have no big plans,” he said. “I just plan on sitting down 
with some friends.”

Class of 2012 graduate Lee Summerlin will also catch up 
with friends in Las Vegas before reporting to Fort Campbell, 
Ky.

“I just want to relax and have some fun before it all starts 
all over again,” he said. 

December graduates celebrate their commissioning

Twenty-two Class of 2012 cadets waited their turn to climb onto the stage at Robinson Auditorium to receive 
their diplomas from Dean of the Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor Dec. 21. Trainor addressed the 
cadets and spoke about their determination to overcome hardship in order to graduate from the U.S. Military 
Academy. Although the newly-commissioned officers were not able to graduate with the rest of their class 
in May, many expressed pride in finally completing their West Point experience.

Two Class of 2012 graduates congratulate each 
other after the Dec. 21 graduation inside Robinson 
Auditorium.
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West Point residents gathered Dec. 21 to participate in "Walk 27," a global event 
for the victims and families of Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. 
Community members walked for 27 minutes from the Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation Fitness Center to Trophy Point where Renee Callahan read the 
names of each victim and blew bubbles in their memory. A prayer was led by 
Jen Hartney before the group returned to the FMWR facility, braving the rain, 
wind and cold to pay their respects.                    Photos by elizabeth shaw PhotograPhy

The names of each victim of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting were 
read during a gathering of West Point community members Dec. 21.

A community member bows in prayer during the “Walk 27” event at West Point 
Dec. 21 in honor of the victims of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting.

West Point pays respect 
to Newtown community
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The Pointer View staff took a 
look back at 2012 and the photos 
that made the year memorable. 

Each photographer chose his or her 
favorites and explained what made them 
personally noteworthy. Online, the Army.
mil website features an interactive Year in 

Photos slideshow, with the U.S. Military 
Academy well-represented in its 2012 
retrospective. Check out the photos, find 
and “like” your favorites at www.army.mil/
yearinphotos/2012/. As always, these USMA 
photos and more can be found on our Flickr 
site at www.fl ickr.com/photos/west_point.

ERIC BARTELT

Shooting sports often offers a great adrenaline rush for the photographers who take the lasting images. This was my favorite sports shot in 2012 after J.T. Watkins  
hit a three-run homer in the seventh inning of the third and deciding game of the Patriot League Championship series against Holy Cross May 22. After the home 
run, the atmosphere at a rain-soaked Doubleday Field was electric and this moment—the fist pump and scream by Watkins—signified the return to PL championship 
status for the baseball team for the sixth time since 1997, and the high spirits savored a year after losing a heartbreaking three-game championship series to Navy.

(Above) Every year a shot like this can be taken at graduation, but for the Class 
of 2012 cadets this was their moment in the sun. The smiles and camaraderie 
showed the excitement of graduating with the bonds and friendships that will 
never be broken. (Left) I’ll admit that I’m not an artistic photographer like fellow 
PAO photographer Tommy Gilligan, but I got a lot of good feedback on this photo 
with the silhouette honoring one of our country’s great president’s during the 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt birthday commemoration. I felt good about this 
being one of my best photos in 2012.   
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TOMMY GILLIGAN
The U.S. Military Academy lends itself to be one of the fantastically unique places in the 

world to shoot. With so many different events that go on throughout the year, there is always 
something new to capture. The challenge as a photographer is to seek these moments out at 
their peak while in a unique perspective to show our viewership.  

Each photo should bring the viewer into that moment in time and tell a story—no matter 
what the event is.

I spent a large majority of the summer with the cadets in the fi eld. With so many memorable 
moments, it was hard to choose from. In clockwise order, the fi rst photo is simply explained, 
“Fire Mission.” Capturing the round at the exact time it leaves the mortar is rarely scene or 
captured. 

On the dry obstacle course cadets are challenged mentally and physically as they tackle 
each event. In this particular photo, I especially liked how the sun was breaking through the 
trees as these two cadets approached the top of the 70-foot wooden ladder. 

This past fall I shot nearly 30 professional and college football games, however, senior 
Nate Combs hit in the Boston College game was the best I saw all season. From the ball being 
dislodged from the receiver and the back judge’s expression, it became one of my favorite 
sports moments of the year.

The Reception Day parade signifi es the end of a trying fi rst day for the new cadets. While 
it is only one day of the 47-month experience here at the academy, the transformation from 
civilian to cadet is for all to see on a gorgeous summer afternoon as they take the Oath of 
Allegiance on the Plain.    



9January 10, 2013Pointer View  2012—A Year in Photos

MIKE STRASSER

(Above) This was one of those moments you wait all of Cadet 
Summer Training to capture on camera, a perfect storm of 
action everywhere. I kept shooting this sequence until the 
chopper landed and even after it knocked the hat off my head, 
much to the amusement of those watching.

On the road with the West Point Marathon team for 24 hours in December was not an easy 
assignment, but it was easily my most memorable of 2012. I wasn’t sure how much of the team’s 
Army Ball Run to Philadelphia I could document from inside a van, but this photo of the team 
nearing the end of the journey with a national veterans support group providing escort was one 
of my favorites. The team’s spirit and enthusiasm never wavered at all as night turned to day and 
back to night. One time I ventured out and tried to catch up with the runners. They were too fast 
and I gasped a plea to slow down so I could get a photo. Back in the van, I wrote in my notebook, 
“This is absolutely the team you want running the Army Game ball.” I’ve been running every day 
since in the hope I can follow them again, but maybe next time on foot. 

The first detail of Cadet Basic Training ended July 22 and the cadet cadre would relinquish command 
to a fresh cadre following an awards ceremony in front of Washington Hall. The event itself was 
brief and I was hunting for a story about what this was all about. A tactical officer nearby told 
me to stick around and see what Company F was planning. Fortunately I did, and saw a pretty 
poignant moment I felt uncomfortable intruding on. The upperclassmen could have easily parted 
ways and started their summer leave, but instead they chose to huddle one last time with the new 
cadets and celebrate their achievements and offer words of encouragement.

If you work in public affairs 
long enough you begin to 
think you’ve seen everything, 
especially when it comes 
to annual observations. The 
2012 Black History Month 
event was truly a celebration, 
and the cadets who organized 
and performed shamed me for 
having thought it was going 
to be business as usual. The 
event was filled with song, 
dance, poetry reading and 
engaging talk of the highest 
quality.
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KATHY EASTWOOD

Wayahsti Richardson, one of the Redhawk Native American Arts Council Dance 
Troupe performs the "Fancy Dance" at the Native American Indian Heritage 
Festival Nov. 16 at the West Point Club. I like this photo because of the various 
bright colors in the costumes and it shows the spirit of the dance.

(Below) Retired Col. Tim J. 
Creamer spoke at a colloquium 
consisting of the staff and 
faculty of West Point  Nov. 8 
at Thayer Hall. The idea of an 
astronaut standing in front of 
a photo of the earth seemed 
perfect for this shot.

(Left) Climbing team member 
and Class of 2013 Cadet 
Mauri Dimeo threads his rope 
through the holds he bolted 
into the cliffs located south of 
South Dock Sept. 19. I liked 
this shot because it depicts 
action and shows most of the 
gear used in rock climbing.

Thomas Cook, (left) after several tries, finally throws the ball right on target to 
soak his sister Maria (in yellow shirt) from a water balloon at the Pitch Blast 
game at the Child Development Center Sept. 14 for "A Day for Kids.” This was 
fun to shoot, full of action and expressions.

It’s rare to be able 
t o  pho tog r aph  a 
great diplomat on 
a visit to see the 
superintendent, so 
this was a treat when 
Henry Kissinger met 
with Lt. Gen. David  
H. Huntoon Jr. April 
5. Kissinger also spoke 
with cadets during a 
lecture.
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M. Lazore, range manager, at 938-3930. 

Wacky and Wild Weather at the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents “Wacky 
and Wild Weather,” at 10 a.m. Jan. 19 at the Outdoor 
Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola 
Road, Cornwall. 

Join Environmental Educator Judy Onufer to fi nd out the 
truths and myths behind weather prediction. 

“Today’s Farmer’s Almanac bases its forecast, in part, on 
sunspot activity,” Onufer said. “Many weather predictors that 
date back from maritime culture centuries ago are based on 
valid scientifi c climatology principles.”  

Is it true that when there is a red sky bad weather is 
coming? Or if the leaves of the trees show their underside a 
big storm is on the way? 

Long before Doppler radar, weather was predicated by 
observing patterns in nature and animal habits. Come learn 
the fascinating science behind weather folkore.  

For more information, visit the museum’s website at www.
hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204. 

 
DUSA Continuing Education Grant applications

The Society of the Daughters of the U.S. Army is accepting 
applications for Continuing Education Grants through Feb. 1.  

Applications are available at the DUSA Gift Shop, which 
is located inside the West Point Museum.

Applicants must be a member of DUSA by Sept. 30.

DUSA 2013 Community Grant applications
The Society of the Daughters of the U.S. Army 2013 

Community Grant applications are now available at the DUSA 
Gift Shop in the West Point Museum. Deadline is Feb. 17.

For more information, contact Patty Bastianelli at 
DUSAGrants@gmail.com.

Youth Wrestling sign-up
The West Point youth wrestling season has started. 
Practices are 6:15-7:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 

in the wrestling room on the second fl oor of Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center.  

If interested, contact Youth Services at 938-3550 or Coach 
Enock Francois at 561-319-6717.

Garrison Awards and Retirement Ceremony
The West Point community is invited to attend the 

Garrison Awards and Retirement Ceremony from 3-4:30 p.m. 
Friday at the Hudson Room of the West Point Club.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Monday-Jan. 18;
• Feb. 11-15;
• March 4-8;
• March 25-29.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Reading Efficiency Course enrollment
There will be a Reading Effi ciency Course, also known 

as the Speed Reading Course, that is open to all cadets, staff 
and faculty Monday-Feb. 11.

There will 10 easy lessons as part of the course.
For more information, call 938-2871. The course point of 

contact is 2nd Lt. Kaitlyn Kelly at 938-6213. 

Calling on Viva! Las Vegas volunteers
Mark your calendars for the West Point Women’s Club 

10th annual Viva! Las Vegas from 6-11 p.m. Feb. 15 at the 
West Point Club. 

Be a part of the best party for a worthy cause. However, 
many volunteers are needed to make this event a success.

Volunteer benefi ts include a lowered admission price, 
double casino chips and the rewarding feeling that a small 
deed helps the greater good. 

It is fi rst come, fi rst served for the choice of shifts. 
Don’t be late because this year only the Viva! volunteers 

who sign up before the event get the rewards. 
To volunteer, contact Jen Wright, Viva! volunteer 

coordinator, at vivavolunteer@aol.com.
See page 13 for information about the Viva! Las Vegas 

event.

Mass Transit Benefit Program
The rising cost of gasoline and increased commuter 

traffi c on the roadways have many people considering mass 
transportation alternatives, including bus transportation, rail 
travel and vanpooling. 

With the aid of the Mass Transit Benefi t Program, federal 
employees can receive up to $125 a month to supplement 
their commuting costs. 

The funds are managed monthly on a personal debit card 
and can be used like cash for bus tickets, train rides or van-

pooling related costs. 
Currently, 90 employees at West Point are taking 

advantage of this benefit and are greatly reducing their 
monthly commuting costs.  

Interested employees should contact Rosanne Chess 
at 938-2873 or by email for information about Mass 
Transportation Benefi t Program. 

Visit www.militaryvanpool.com or www.vride.com 
to learn more about vanpooling and take a tour of the vans.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability 
to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-
Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. 

There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons 
when available. 

For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 
at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Army Education Center 
John Jay College Master of Public Administration 

Program at West Point is now accepting new students for the 
Spring sessions.

For more information, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite 
administrator, at 446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

  
Mine Torne Road closure

Mine Torne Road will be closed intermittently between 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Saturday for military training.  

For more information on the road closure, contact Alec 
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Friday—Wreck-It Ralph, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Alex Cross, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Argo, R, 9:30 p.m.
Jan. 18—Wreck-It Ralph, PG, 7:30 p.m.

THE THEATER SCHEDULE ALSO CAN BE FOUND AT 
www.shoPmyeXChange.Com.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752
NOW SHOWING

Jan. 10-17

Command 
Channel 

8/23
Army Newswatch 

Today, Friday and Monday 
through Jan. 17

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

At Your Leisure

Yoga with Angie
Combat stress and tension with yoga, no 

experience required.  
Classes with Angie are scheduled at 5 p.m. 

Mondays for beginners. 
All levels yoga is at 6:15 p.m. Mondays 

and Wednesday. 
Vinyasa Flow starts at 10:10 a.m. Tuesdays 

and Thursdays.  
For more information, call 938-6490.

FMWR West Point Youth Services 
Fine Arts festival

Come out to the CYSS Middle School 
Teen Center, Bldg. 500, from 4-6 p.m. Friday 
for its 10th annual Fine Arts Festival.

The Fine Arts Festival is an integral part 
of The Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 
Fine Arts Program, encouraging artistic 
expression and cultural enrichment among 
Club members ages 6-18 through drawing, 
painting, print making, collage, mixed media 
and sculpture. 

For more information, call 938-3727.

FMWR Fitness Center 5th Annual 
Wellness Fair and Fittest Loser Kickoff

Join the Directorate of Family and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation from 7-11 
a.m. Saturday for its 5th annual Wellness Fair 
and Fittest Loser Kickoff. 

There will be group fitness samplers, 
fi tness assessments, raffl es and blood pressure 
screenings. 

For more information, call 938-6490.

Winterize Your Vehicle
Don’t get frozen in your tracks, check 

your coolant. 
Why is it important to check your coolant/

antifreeze mix? 
Frozen coolant can cause your engine to 

overheat, your engine block to crack, radiator 
and heater cores to split open, and hoses and 
coolant bottles to pop or crack. 

These are costly repairs that can be 
prevented.  

Get your coolant checked today. West 
Point Auto offers coolant/antifreeze checks 
and fl ushes at an affordable price. We carry 
universal coolant for all makes/models and 
can advise if a coolant fl ush is necessary.  

We offer  appointments  for  your 
convenience and are located on post behind 
the Post Offi ce.  

Let our A.S.E certifi ed technicians help 
you make it safely through the winter.  

For more information, call 938-2074.

Family Night Out at the West Point Club
Bring the family from 5-7 p.m. Jan. 17 to 

the West Point Club for a night out. 
The dinner includes a magic show, 

children’s entertainment and other fun 
activities. Dine on the Club’s traditional 
American buffet in the Pierce Dining Room. 

Children 5 and under always eat free. 
For more information, call 938-5120.

Teen Strength Program
A Teen Strength Program will teach your 

teens the importance of physical activity, as 
well as how to safely and effectively workout 
within a fi tness facility. 

The goal is to stress the importance 
of proper technique and instruct how to 
use the strength training equipment and 
cardiovascular machines.  

The purpose is to create safe and healthy 
habits for your teens while they exercise.  

Upon completion of this three-day course, 
your teens should have the basic knowledge, 
skills and abilities to effectively exercise 
within a fi tness facility.  

They will also be added to our teen roster,  
which will allow them to use the FMWR 
Fitness Center on their own, without a parent 
or guardian present. Classes will be offered 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Jan. 22, 24 and 25. 

Registration is available at the Fitness 
Center, or call 938-6490.

Guinness Dinner Night with Irish Music
There will be a Guinness Dinner Night 

held from 7-11:30 p.m. Jan. 25 at the West 
Point Club. 

This dinner includes a magic show, 
children’s entertainment and other fun 
activities. 

The menu includes Triple threat Guinness 
cheese spread, Guinness beer bread, Guinness 
French onion soup, Guinness marinated 
London broil or beer battered fi sh and chips 

and Guinness gingerbread cake. 
Child care will be available from 6-11 

p.m. at the Lee CDC for Parents Night Out. 
There is a minimal cost per child. 
For child care reservations, call 938-3921. 
For more information about the dinner, 

call the Club at 938-5120.

Polar Fest
The 2013 Polar Fest will be held from 

noon-7 p.m. Feb. 23 at West Point Ski Slope. 
Pre-registration begins Feb. 1 and runs 

through Feb. 22 at the ski sales offi ce.  
Pricing includes food, drink and activities. 
Activities include Buffalo chicken wing 

eating contest, live band and children’s 
activities. 

For more information, call 938-8810.

AFAP Conference postponed (updated)
The 2013 West Point Army Family Action 

Plan Conference and all Army mid-level 
AFAP Conferences are postponed.  

Any AFAP issues which have been 
submitted to date will be forwarded to the 
West Point Garrison Town Hall Meeting.  

Direct any questions to the West Point 
AFAP program manager at 938-3655 or email 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu. 

BRUSHING UP
Happy New Year from the staff at 

Saunders Dental Clinic.
Currently, we are focusing on our 

graduating seniors.  
Attention senior cadets, by Army 

regulation, you will need to have an updated 
annual dental exam in order to graduate in 
May.                             

Contact your tactical officer for further 
information, as we are scheduling exams for 
seniors by companies at this time.

We look forward to seeing you in our 
newly-renovated clinic.
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New Pharmacy/Primary Care Hours
Our number one priority is to provide you and your family 

with the best possible care.  
As a result, the Pharmacy and Primary Care Department 

will close early every Thursday afternoon for mandatory 
training. This weekly training is an Armywide requirement to 
ensure we continue to provide world-class healthcare.  

The Pharmacy Department will be closed from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. and the Primary Care Department from noon-5 p.m. 
every Thursday. 

January Health Observances
• National Blood Donor Month
• National Glaucoma Awareness Month
• National Cervical Cancer Awareness Month

Seeking research volunteers (shoulder surgery 
rehabilitation)

If you have had shoulder surgery in the past year or are 
scheduled to have shoulder surgery, excluding rotator cuff 
repairs, then you may qualify for this study. 

Study: Participants will be asked to perform the upper 
quarter Y-balance test (above) and other assessments for 
strength, function and motion on both shoulders. 

Benefits: Learn how your operative shoulder function 
compares to your non-operative shoulder. 

Keller Corner

See SUDOKU SOLUTION, Page 2

At Your Leisure

Time Requirement: Participants are requested to volunteer 
for one (40-minute) visit. 

From more information, contact the Arvin Sports Physical 
Therapy Clinic at 938-3067.

Flu season
Flu season in the U.S. appears to be off to its earliest 

start in nearly a decade. While flu activity usually peaks in 
mid-winter, suspected flu cases have already jumped in five 
Southern states: Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee 
and Texas. Experts at the Centers for Disease Control say 
that this year’s flu season could be a bad one. 

The good news is that the nation seems fairly well 
prepared with more than a third of Americans having already 
been vaccinated; more than 110 million Americans have 
been vaccinated so far. 

In addition, the flu vaccine formulated for this year is 
well-matched to the strains of the virus seen so far.

The best way to prevent influenza is to get immunized.  
There is still time to receive your seasonal flu vaccine.  Speak 
with your primary care provider about the vaccine at your 
next scheduled visit.  

The flu vaccine can also be received at the Keller Army 
Community Hospital Immunization Clinic on a walk-in basis 
from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday-Wednesday and Fridays and 
from 8-11:30 a.m. Thursdays. 

In addition, TRICARE retail network pharmacies are 
authorized to administer seasonal influenza at no cost to 
eligible beneficiaries.  

You can call 1-877-TRICARE (874-2273) or go online 
at www.express-scripts.com/TRICARE/pharmacy/ or 
www.hnfs.com to find a participating pharmacy near you.

Celebrating a decade of entertainment and games for a good cause
By Ginger Levine
West Point Women’s Club

On Feb. 15, the West Point Women’s Club will host its 
annual Viva! Las Vegas casino night and auction. Celebrating 
a decade of entertainment and games, Viva! will be hosted this 
year at the scenic West Point Club from 6-11 p.m.

Julie Horton, WPWC Ways and Means chairperson, 
headed up the first Viva! Las Vegas event 10 years ago.  

“One of my favorite memories of Viva!,” she recalled, 
“was watching Woody Held (former head of the Foreign 
Language Department) perform in the floor show with a large 
basket of fruit on his head.”   

Horton said the floorshows were always a big hit.  
“Over the years, we’ve had ladies dressed as dancing dice, 

a ‘Riverdance’ performance, and ‘Nair Spray,’ a bald version 
of the hit Broadway show ‘Hair Spray,’” Horton said.

Janet Brown (2006-08 WPWC president) and Renee 
Callahan (2011-current president) bring to mind a different 
side of Viva!; how it brings the community together.  

Brown remembers seeing the Cadet Strings all dressed in 
their white uniforms at Viva ready to play with a foot of snow 
on the ground outside. 

“It was like seeing a choir of angels and I immediately 
relaxed. It’s that comforting feeling that you know you can 
really count on people at West Point,” Brown said.  

Callahan couldn’t agree more. 
“My favorite Viva moment,” she said, “is after the event, 

reminiscing about how much fun we had as we give all the 
money away to the community.”

VIVA! LAS VEGAS
The WPWC is dedicated to having 

fun while giving back to the community.  
Last year alone, more than $36,000 

was given away at its annual Grants and 
Scholarship luncheon.  

Awardees included several rising 
seniors, local school activities, Boy 
Scouts of America, American Red Cross, 
TAPS, USO and many more.

This year, along with dancing and 
light hors d’ouevres, guests attending 
Viva! can expect to find classic casino 
style games including craps, blackjack, 
roulette and bingo.  

There will also be a Texas Hold ‘em 
poker tournament and a silent auction 
room.  

Prizes will be awarded throughout the 
night at the Casino Chance gallery and a 
new activity, the Wine Cork Pull, will be 
introduced.  

Pre-sale tickets are on sale now. 
The price is less than paying at the 

door and includes entrance to the event, chips 
to begin playing and a complementary glass of 
champagne.  

For more information or to purchase pre-sale 
tickets for Viva can log on to the WPWC website 
at www.westpointwomensclub.shutterfly.com 
and click on the Viva button.

Elvis (Aaron Ashley) marries Renee and Devon Callahan at the Viva! 
Chapel Of Love in 2012.          Courtesy Photo

To volunteer, contact Jen Wright, Viva! volunteer coordinator, at 
vivavolunteer@aol.com. For more information about volunteering 
benefits, see page 11 of the Pointer View.

Viva! volunteers needed
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By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

In its final game before the start of Patriot League play, Army 
women’s basketball defeated Morgan State, 63-59, at the Bears’ 
Hill Field House Sunday in Baltimore. Senior Anna Simmers led all 
scorers with 21 points while sophomore Olivia Schretzman tacked 
on her fourth double-double of the season as the Black Knights 
finished with their best nonconference record since 2006-07.

Army (11-4) nearly doubled its shooting percentage from last 
game, shooting 40.7 percent (22-54), including a 44-percent clip 
(11-25) in the second half, to improve to 6-0 when shooting 40 
percent or better. Simmers led the way by connecting on eight of 
15 attempts en route to her team-best fifth 20-plus point game of 
the season and first since Dec. 4.

MSU (4-9) was held to just 28 percent shooting (21-75) for 
the lowest output by an Army opponent all season.

Schretzman totaled 16 points and a game-high 15 rebounds 
for her first double-double since Nov. 28. 

The 15 caroms are the most by a Black Knight since Erin 
Anthony (USMA, 2011) corralled 17 against Quinnipiac on Dec. 
11, 2010. Freshman Aimee Oertner narrowly missed a double-
double of her own, tallying 10 points, nine rebounds and six blocks.

A pair of Oertner’s blocks came in the most crucial of times, 
as Army clung to a two-possession lead (63-57) with under 20 
seconds to play and the Bears firing a fury of shots in the lane. The 
Black Knights found themselves in the precarious situation despite 
leading by as much as 11 with 13 minutes remaining.

Army held a seven-point lead (30-23) at the half following 
a powerful first frame by Schretzman. The sophomore forward 
totaled 12 points on 4-of-6 shooting to go along with seven 
rebounds to lead the game in both categories at the break.

The Black Knights held the momentum out of the gate in the 
second as Morgan State was whistled for its first of two technical 
fouls. 

Army’s lead stretched to double digits with 17 minutes left 
after sophomore Krishawn Tillett drained a three en route to a 
career-high nine points. Tillett earned her first career start against 
the Bears after starting-lineup mainstay junior Jen Hazlett missed 
her first game since freshman year with an illness.

Morgan State battled back to cut Army’s lead to five with 10 
minutes remaining as Bianca Jarrett started heating up following 
just a two-point first half. Jarrett would lead MSU in scoring with 
a 14-point showing.

Simmers responded with a scoring burst of her own, totaling 
11 straight points for Army between 13:14 and 3:39. Oertner’s 
bucket at 3:29 would prove to be the Black Knights’ final field 
goal of the game as Army led 61-51.

Both teams went on a scoring drought between 2:39 and 
1:12 as Army clung to a nine-point lead before MSU’s Whitney 
Southerland scored her lone bucket of the game—a three pointer. 
Simmers was whistled for a foul shortly after, as Jarrett made 
both free-throws to shrink the margin to 61-57 with 53 seconds 
remaining. 

Oertner responded with a pair of freebies of her own, before 
making those two key rejections to clinch the game for Army. The 
Bears would add two more free-throws before the final buzzer, but 
the Black Knights would escape Baltimore with the win.

“We’re not going into league play in a tailspin after a tough 
loss at Brown, so that’s a huge win for this team,” said Army 
head coach Dave Magarity. “That was a character win right there. 
Morgan State was a tough team, very tough to defend, tough to 
be able to execute against given their unorthodox style of running 
and jumping and trapping, just a scramble-style defense. Heading 
into league play, it should help us prepare for things you just don’t 
see every day.”

Up next, Army will lift the lid on Patriot League play at home 
against Bucknell at 1 p.m. Jan. 12.

Women’s Basketball defeats Morgan State, now focused on PL

Freshman forward Aimee Oertner narrowly missed a double-double as she tallied 10 points, nine rebounds 
and six blocks during Army’s 63-59 victory over Morgan State Sunday in Baltimore.      eriC s. bartelt/PV

By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Playing on national television, Army goalie Rob 
Tadazak posted his second consecutive shutout and four 
players scored goals to beat nationally-ranked Robert 
Morris, 5-0, Jan. 4 at Tate Rink.

The Black Knights scored three times in the second 
period to pull away from the Colonials who are ranked 
19th nationally and had been on a seven-game unbeaten 
streak in a game broadcast live by the CBS Sports 
Network. 

Army, coming off a 1-0 overtime victory over 
Canisius, improved to 7-8-2 overall and 7-3-2 in league. 
The Black Knights are now in second-place in the AHA 
standings, three points behind Niagara.

The Black Knights played disciplined hockey and 
beat a nationally-ranked team for the first time since 
dispatching #2 Miami on Jan. 3, 2009. 

Robert Morris fell to 9-5-2 overall and 4-4-1 in league 
games as Army tied its season-high with five goals.

Freshman forward Willie Faust scored twice, 
freshman defenseman Jonathan Gehrt had a goal and 
assist, and forwards sophomore Josh Richards and 
freshman R.J. Burns posted two assists to help Army win 
its second consecutive game. Sophomore defenseman 
Maurice Alvarez also added a goal.

Freshman forward Thane Heller also scored for 
the Black Knights while sophomore forward Zak 
Zaremba, senior forward Andy Starczewski, sophomore 

Hockey defeats nationally-ranked Robert Morris 5-0 

defenseman Mac Lalor and junior forward Brian Schultz 
registered assists.

Tadazak turned in his second straight shutout, making 
fives saves in the first, nine in the second and eight in the final 
period. The last time Army shutout consecutive opponents 
was Feb. 15-16, 2008. 

However, Army came up short from a weekend sweep as 
Robert Morris won 4-1 Jan. 5.

Sophomore goaltender Rob Tadazak posted his 
second straight shutout during Army’s 5-0 win over 
nationally-ranked Robert Morris Jan. 4 at Tate Rink. 
The last time Army shutout opponents consecutively 
was Feb. 15-16, 2008.      tommy gilligan/west Point Pao
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Saturday—Track, Army Six-Way Meet, Gillis 
Field House, 9 a.m.

Saturday—Women’s Basketball vs. Bucknell, 
Christl Arena, 1 p.m.

Wednesday—Men’s Basketball vs. Lafayette, 
Christl Arena, 7 p.m.

Attention: Tickets are still available for 
basketball and hockey. Stop by Gate 3 of 
Michie Stadium (8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.), 
visit goarmysports.com or call 1-877-TIX-
ARMY. 

Army Sports
home schedule 

Jan. 10-17

Track and field achieves records at Open 
Story by Pamela Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Army track and field rang in the New Year by hosting the 
Crowell Open at Gillis Field House Jan. 4-5, featuring nearly 
20 schools and hundreds of entrants. The Black Knights came 
away winning six events, while four cadet-athletes recorded 
postseason-qualifying marks.

Sophomore standout Lisa Junta, who became Army’s 
first ECAC track champion last outdoor season, continued 
her long-distance success in the indoor season’s first meet. 
Junta won the 3,000-meter run in a field of 17 with a time of 
9:50.04, the third-fastest time in academy history. The time 
bested ECAC qualifying standards and edged the runner-up 
finisher, former Army runner Chelsea Prahl, by 22 seconds.

Senior Mary Prakel, the cross country team captain, 
finished third in the 3K, crossing the line in 10:22.15. Senior 
McKenzie Majchrzak qualified for the ECACs for the fifth 
time in her career. 

Majchrzak eclipsed the bar in the high jump at 1.70 meters 
to place second of 13 in the event.

Sophomore Katrina Donarski also moved up Army’s all-
time top-10 list with her first-place time in the 500-meter dash. 

Donarski, who entered the day ranked 10th on Academy’s list, 
moved up to fifth with a time of 1:17.02.

Junior Allie Sutherland and sophomore Jennifer Comfort 
rounded out the women’s individual event winners. Sutherland 
won the 800 meters in a field of 19 with a time of 2:20.60, 
while Comfort captured the 1,000 meters, besting a field of 
11 by crossing the line in 3:02.71.

The women’s 4x400-meter relay team, composed of 
Donarski, captains Ashley Gordon and Kaitlyn Love, and 
sophomore Samantha Reid, also took gold, besting out 14 
teams with a time of 4:05.86.

On the men’s side, 2012 NCAA Regional qualifier Nick 
Snoad punched his postseason ticket in the weight throw in 
his first attempt of the year. Snoad placed third of 22 with an 
IC4A-qualifying heave of 17.20 meters.

The Army men dominated the 3,000-meter run, as the 
Black Knights took seven of the top-eight finishes led by 
senior Mark Castelli’s winning time of 8:39.02. 

Junior Christopher Smith clinched a postseason berth in 
the 500-meter dash by finishing second of 30 with a time 
of 1:05.72, while senior Brian Cobbs narrowly missed the 
60-meter standard with a seventh-place time of 7.08—just 
one-tenth of a second shy of postseason standards.

Army freshman Kyle Wilson was named the Patriot League Men’s Basketball 
Rookie of the Week Monday for his performance in the Black Knights’ games 
versus Houston Baptist and Columbia. It is the third time this season that Wilson 
has captured the weekly honor. Wilson averaged 17.5 points, including a 24-point 
outburst at Houston Baptist Dec. 31, in the two games. Wilson is the Black Knights’ 
second-leading scorer at 12.5 points per game, despite not starting a game and 
playing just more than 21 minutes per game. He currently stands as the highest 
scoring rookie in the Patriot League. The Mission Viejo, Calif., native is the first 
plebe to win the Patriot League rookie honor at least three times in the same season 
since Julian Simmons earned three certificates during the 2008-09 campaign.  
                    tommy gilligan/west Point Pao

Wilson earns rookie honors again


