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Cadets, faculty assist Hurricane Sandy relief efforts

Many volunteers stepped up to help in the massive cleanup in New York and New Jersey from Hurricane 
Sandy in late October. The volunteers included community members from West Point, cadets, faculty, 
Department of Military Instruction staff and the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School cadet candidates.
               Courtesy Photo

Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

It’s been weeks since super storm Sandy hit the tri-state 
area with a vengeance destroying neighborhoods, flooding 
homes and leaving families with no power anywhere in parts 
of New York and New Jersey.

Since the late October storm, governmental and local 
agencies assessing the situation realized that getting back to 
normal could take months. To that end, many volunteers have 
stepped up to help with donations while others helped with 
the massive physical clean up, including community members 
from West Point, cadets, faculty, Department of Military 
Instruction staff and U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School cadet candidates.

 “I was struck by the amount of work that needed to be 
done,” Lt. Col. John Grantz, DMI Military Training Division 
chief, who helped with the efforts in New York, said. “It was 
every single house. Imagine how many houses that is in that 
neighborhood with house after house on street after street.”

Grantz said the National Guard was controlling the 
logistics and inflow of donations and removing debris from 
the streets as the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
was assessing damages and coordinating volunteers.

“What was striking is that there was no manpower to go 
into the houses and clear molding drywall, insulation and 
appliances,” Grantz said. “It was literally a race against the 
mold that was spreading into the upper parts of the houses.

“With six people, we cleared six houses in six hours,” he 
added. “It would have taken the homeowners weeks to do 
their houses on their own. We felt pretty good after a day’s 
work, but it was humbling as we drove past rows and rows 
of houses on the way out of town that evening.”

Volunteers, such as Class of 2016 Cadet Aaron Churchill, 
departed West Point to the distribution points in Bayonne and 
Jersey City N.J., to deliver needed items such as comfort kits 
that consisted of flashlights, food and blankets.

“Pallets of supplies were delivered to the Red Cross 
warehouse,” Churchill said. “Those pallets were moved 
by forklift to an assembly area where all the boxes of bulk 
supplies were opened by volunteers who placed individual 
flashlights, blankets, etc. into empty bags held by a separate 
volunteer, who was a member of a human assembly line that 
made circles around the boxes of supplies. That assembly line 
would then toss a completed bag to a truck loader and find 
another empty bag, continuing the cycle.”

Churchill said once 1,000 care packages were loaded 
onto the truck, volunteers tasked with communication would 
find out the destination and dispatch a team of two volunteer 
drivers to deliver the care packages. 

Other volunteers maintained the empty trucks by keeping 
them fueled and staged them inside the warehouse to be 
loaded.

Because the warehouse was small and cramped, the 
volunteers encountered some logistical problems.

“The cramped warehouse made it difficult to conduct 
all of these tasks at the same time,” Churchill said. “My 
responsibility was to be a bridge between all of the task 
groups, coordinating with all of the group leaders in a way 

that helped to keep the whole operation moving efficiently.
“I was excited to help out with the project,” Churchill 

added. “I heard about it the night before and, when I arrived, 
I thought I would just be filling bags or loading trucks, but I 
was asked to help out with the whole logistics of the situation 
since I had experience working in warehouses and with UPS 
in high school.”

Churchill said the Red Cross staff seemed very 
appreciative that the group of volunteers helped them out. 

“So I decided I would go help for another two days,” he 
said. “I’m just glad that I got to help out people in need. I 
came to West Point because I felt a calling toward service 
to others, so it was only natural to volunteer my time that 
weekend to those in genuine need.”

Capt. Kelly Thompson, DMI Force Sustainment Branch, 
volunteered in New York not really knowing where they 
would be needed, but assumed that they could help in some 
way.

“There were blocks of houses with excessive water 
damage that needed to be cleaned out,” Thompson said. “We 
thankfully had a crew of strong backs and generous hearts 
who could lift a burden that many of the elderly or families 
simply couldn’t do on their own. This will no doubt be a 
long-time recovery for the families affected and I’m reminded 
that we can continue to serve the affected communities for 
what (may be) months or years to come.”

USMAPS Cadet Candidate Derick Hanna worked with 

donated clothing and used items to fill vans, which were 
then driven to a Salvation Army relief center working 
in conjunction with other relief organizations near Fort 
Monmouth, N.J. 

“Several generous families around post donated clothing 
and used items which our group sorted and loaded into vans,” 
Hanna said. “It was absolutely amazing to see how many 
people were donating and volunteering. Lines of cars packed 
with donations were waiting patiently for volunteers to sort 
and unload their lifesaving cargo.”

Hanna said the atmosphere was cheerful and he could 
tell people were grateful for the opportunity to help those 
affected by the storm in any way they could. 

He and other cadet candidates continued to help after 
delivering the clothes and other items, but he was more 
impressed with how many volunteers took the time to do 
what they could to help those in need. 

Volunteers were making their second and third trips to 
help people they didn’t know.

“My experience in New Jersey was extremely gratifying 
and opened my eyes to just how generous American 
people can be,” he said. “This nation’s strength was clearly 
demonstrated to me in the actions of ordinary citizens and 
their willingness to sacrifice for those in need. I have no doubt 
that Americans will continue to weather whatever storms the 
future may hold and I am inspired by our ability to continually 
come together in times of trouble and adversity.”
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Submitted by the Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization and Security’s 
Antiterrorism/Force Protection Office

  
The holiday season gives us the 

opportunity to spend time with family and 
friends, reflect on the past year and look 
forward to future opportunities.  

As always, situational awareness is 
paramount and we encourage everyone 
to remain observant and aware of their 
surroundings regardless of where their travels 
may take them.  

Remember: If you hear something, see 
something, say something! 

To ensure we continue to stay proactive 
in force protection and crime prevention 
measures, the following items should be 
incorporated into pre-holiday procedures for 
all West Point organizations:

• Coordinate shopping trips with friends 
or family members. There is safety in 
numbers;

• Park in a well-lit space and be sure 
to lock the car, close the windows and hide 
shopping bags and gifts in the trunk. Make 
sure to have your keys out and ready before 
you get to your car. As you approach your 
vehicle, scan the area, glance underneath the 
vehicle and take a quick look inside before 
entering;

• Return to the mall or store for assistance 
if you spot suspicious activity near your 
vehicle. If someone approaches you at your 
vehicle and you feel threatened, get in and 
lock up until the person leaves the area. If 
the person loiters, drive away immediately;

• As you shop, be alert in crowded places.  
Among pickpockets’ favorites are revolving 
doors, jammed aisles, elevators and public 
transportation stops and vehicles, especially 
at rush hour;

• Be extra careful with purses and wallets.  
Carry a purse under your arm. Keep wallets 
in an inside pocket. Men should always carry 
their wallet in their front pocket;

• Thieves often target food courts. Never 

Force Protection Holiday Message—keep situationally aware

December is 3D Month—Drugged, 
Drunk, Driving Prevention

Submitted by the Army Substance 
Abuse Program

The Army Substance Abuse Program 
would like to remind you about 3D Month.  

It is an annual campaign that cautions 
you to take extra care during the hectic and,  
sometimes, frenzied activities throughout 
December. The holidays are here and with 
all the preparations and celebrations, we 
may drink more than we normally do. In 
addition to drinking more alcohol than we 
are used to, we must remember how alcohol 
can impair us.  

Do not drink on an empty stomach.  
Drink one standard drink per hour, one ounce 
per drink and no more than two to three 
drinks a day. These are low risk guidelines 
and should not present any problems. 

If you are ill and on medication, do 
not drink alcohol in conjunction with your 
medication because you may find yourself 
run-down and tired, so do not drink alcohol 
because impairment may increase under 
these circumstances.  

Remember alcohol is a depressant. It 

slows you down. 
Do not talk on a phone while driving at 

any time. If alcohol is in your system your 
responses are diminished, you do not need 
additional distractions.  

Remember you are not the only person  
on the road. There are others out there who 
are drinking. Be alert. If you intend to drink, 
please plan on a designated driver.  

If you are having a party at home, you are 
responsible for your guests. Have someone 
tending bar who measures the amount of 
alcohol in a drink and do not leave this up 
to your guests. 

Have plenty of food and non-alcoholic 
beverages available. Do not let anyone drive 
after drinking if you believe they have had 
too much. Have safe transportation available 
or plan on having house guests for the night. 
You too can be charged if a guest has an 
accident. 

The ASAP office presents 3D Month to 
you because it is our job and commitment to 
give you information that keeps you safe to 
enjoy a wonderful holiday season and to be 
sure of a Happy New Year.

leave handbags or gifts unattended; 
• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.  

Pay for purchases with checks or credit, 
charge or debit cards;

• Be aware of where your purse is when 
you go to restaurants or hotel lounges. 
Thieves prey on purses hung over the back 
of a chair or left on the floor;

• If you’re using an ATM, choose an 
active location during daylight hours or one 
inside a mall. Don’t waste time. Have your 
card ready, complete your transaction and 
leave as soon as possible. Don’t flash cash 
around and always withdraw only the amount 
of cash you need.

For military, civilian government 
employees and cadets, if you have not 
completed your annual Antiterrorism Level 
I training, it is strongly recommended that 
you do so before the holidays. If you have 
to, revisit the training and incorporate the 
procedures into your leave plans.

While this is not an all-inclusive list, 
these are just a few measures to remember 
as you prepare for the holidays with friends 
and family.  

Developing personal habits and practices, 
like those noted above, can frustrate criminals 
and go hand-in-hand with combating 
terrorism. Incorporating these measures 
will help effectively reduce the criminal’s 
advantage.

As a reminder, residents can send reports 
of suspicious activities or observations by 
using the iWATCH site found at www.usma.
edu/.  

Our force protection program relies 
largely on the support of our residents and 
workforce and everyone plays a key role in 
force protection.  

Even a minute long detail being reported 
can stop an incident from happening.  

Vigilance and awareness are the key 
words to remember during this holiday 
season.  

Please remember to promptly report 
suspicious persons, vehicles and crimes to 

the local law enforcement 
agency if you are away from 
West Point. But, for suspicious 
behavior or activity on the 
Installation, report it to the 
West Point Military Police 
Desk at 938-3333. 

For additional information 
or assistance, contact the 
DPTMS AT/FP Office at 938-
3650/8859.  

Have a joyful and safe 
holiday!
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“Atlas” carries this year’s cadet recycling sculpture competition
News and Features

By Maj. Andrew Pfluger
Department of Geography
and Environmental Engineering

At times the Mess Hall can be littered 
with recyclable bottles, cans, cardboard and 
plastic containers, but only once a year are 
they considered works of art, which was the 
case during the annual Brigade Recycling 
Sculpture Competition held Dec. 6.  

The 36 cadet companies submitted 17 
entries into this year’s competition. Of 
the four cadet regiments, First Regiment 
submitted the most with eight entries.  

Class of 2013 Cadet Adam Leemans, 
the brigade energy and environment 
officer, submitted a sculpture featuring the 
headquarters and headquarters troop mascot—
the Husky—in a cardboard doghouse.  

However, the top entrant this year came 
from Company C-1 (Crusaders), who created 
a five-foot tall rendition of Atlas, the Greek 
mythological figure who carries the world on 
his shoulders.  

In this competition, Atlas consisted of 
a cardboard torso and feet, plastic legs and 
aluminum arms that carried a cardboard world 
on his shoulders.  

Class of 2016 Cadet Justin Fenn chose 
to create a recyclable Atlas because it is a 
respectable piece of art that symbolizes how 
“mankind is responsible for maintaining or 
holding up the earth and its resources.”  

Fenn said the recyclable Atlas took four 
days to create.

Class of 2014 Cadet Bonny Bradway, 
the brigade energy and environment non-
commissioned officer, said the Atlas was her 
favorite “because of its size and complexity.”    

Aside from Bradway, other recycling 
competition judges included Col. Russ 
Lachance (Chemistry and Life Science); 
Lt. Col. Mark Smith (Geography and 
Environmental Engineering); Stan Brown, 
who runs the West Point recycling center; 
April Phair, the director of marketing for the 
Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation at West Point; and Leemans.

The winning entry was announced at the 
Army-Navy Spirit Dinner later that evening.  
The top prize this year was $300 given by 
FMWR, which can be used at any of its  

facilities on-post. 
Earning the second prize, and $125 from 

FMWR, was the “Greek Christmas Tree” 
created by Co. G-1 (Greeks).  

The green plastic bottle tree bore wire 
limbs made from coat hangers donned with 
aluminum can ornaments.  

The entrant’s most prominent ornaments 
were cardboard signs stating “Go Army” and 
“Beat Navy” written with intricately carved 
letters from aluminum cans.  

 Third prize, which was a $75 prize from 
FMWR, was a “War Diagram” by Co. A-4 
that included recyclable airplanes, tanks and 
left over operations maps from a military 
science class.  

The purpose of the competition is to 
increase recycling awareness in the Corps of 
Cadets and to make sure recycling is on the 
Corps’ mind as the semester comes to a close.  

“There are so many recyclables in the 
barracks,” Leemans said. “We want to do our 
best to improve systems and send as many as 
possible to the recycling center instead of a 
landfill.” 

Each entrant in the competition must be 
created with only recyclable materials. Upon 
completion of the competition, each piece was 
broken down and sent to Brown’s recycling 
center located on Route 293.  

In February, Leemans and Class of 2013 
Cadet Christine Esachina (Co. C-3) will 
continue the recycling buzz when West Point 
enters the annual RecycleMania tournament 
(http://recyclemaniacs.org/). 

The annual competition features more 
than 600 colleges and universities in the 
United States and Canada. During the last 
two competitions, West Point has done very 
well, finishing in the top 10 percent of most 
recycling categories.

Esachina, Leemans and the recycling team 
are looking to expand 
the competition from 
the Corps to the greater 
West Point community 
this year.  

“We would like to 
make this a community 
effort,” Leemans said. 
“Everyone  on  pos t 
should be involved.”  

The top prize for the 2012 Brigade Recycling Sculpture Competition went to 
Class of 2016 Cadet Justin Fenn of Co. C-1 (Crusaders), who created a five-foot 
tall Atlas. A total of 36 cadet companies submitted 17 entries into this year’s 
competition.            Photos By Kathy eastwood/PV

The “War Diagram,” created by Co. A-4, won third prize and 
included recyclable airplanes, tanks and left over operations 
maps from a military science class. 

The season of goodwill
Members of West Point’s 
Chapter of Omicron Delta 
Kappa, Class of 2014 Cadet 
Ricky Patrick Hester and Class 
of 2015 Cadet Jessica Cattley, 
pose in front of the Toys for Tots 
box in Company B-3. The B-3 
Bandits are currently leading 
(as of Monday) for the most 
toys gathered in the brigade. 
On Wednesday, the company 
that raised the most toys, 
along with the Orange County 
Marines, delivered toys to the 
Newburgh Boys and Girls Club, 
where many families were 
hit hard by Hurricane Sandy. 
However, the Toys for Tots 
Drive continues through Friday 
throughout post and the cadet 
areas. For more information 
about donating, visit facebook.
com/westpointtoysfortots.
       Courtesy Photo
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If you have been a victim of sexual assault, contact the 
West Point Helpline at 845-659-7467 (call or text).

By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Holiday leave is generally a time when cadets look 
forward to spending time with family and friends. 

Class of 2014 Cadet William Carson and Class of 2016 
Cadet John Carson had something a little different in mind. 
The two brothers opted instead of visiting family to climb 
a mountain in New Hampshire, just for the sake of the 
adventure.

 “We found that plane tickets home to Louisiana were 
way over-priced for a four-day holiday, but we still wanted 
to do something exciting with our time off,” William said. 
“We chose to spend Thanksgiving Day with Maj. Riley 
Post (sociology instructor) and his wonderful family who 
graciously invited us for Thanksgiving dinner. His wife made, 
undoubtedly, the best apple pie I have ever had.”

William said he had long desired to climb Mount 
Washington in New Hampshire and the ability to reach the 
summit with his brother John made the experience even 
more rewarding.

The two do not have much climbing experience, but since 
William was a plebe he has been climbing on weekends at the 
PI (poison ivy) wall used by the Rock Climbing Team and in 
the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. 

They had practiced climbing, but they didn’t need the 
technical climbing skills because it was more of a long, 
strenuous hike. The two are also members of the West Point 
Karate Team and have qualified for nationals next semester.

William borrowed a truck the day before Thanksgiving 
leave and they drove seven hours to the mountain.

“When we arrived, we picked up maps of Mount 
Washington and reconfirmed the route we hoped to take,” 
he said. “That night we slept in our base layers and woke the 
next morning with eager anticipation of the climb. When we 
stepped outside, we found that it was already snowing, but 
we drove about an hour until we reached the check-in station 
at the head of Tuckerman’s Trail.”

The brothers wrote down the route they intended to use 
and began preparing their gear. Their packs included sleeping 
bags, climbing rope, harnesses, climbing ice axes, crampons, 
multiple layers of clothing and a pair of plastic expedition 
boots. They felt they were well prepared.

“We began our hike at nine in the morning and quickly 
found that we were wearing too many layers,” William said. 
“It is crucial not to overheat because at higher elevations, 
sweat will chill and can lead to hypothermia. We conducted 
most of the hike in just our base layers, a pair of snow pants 
and a sweatshirt. That was it, until we entered the Alpine 
Zone.”

They began their hike of two miles to the base of Mount 
Washington and continued onto the Lion Head Trail.

“This trail becomes much steeper requiring some actual 
basic climbing and teamwork,” he said. “This steep section 
was about a mile in length and was probably the most difficult 
part of the trip because the side of the mountain was at about 
a 75-degree slope for most of the way.”

They managed to push through it, often reaching back to 
lend a helping hand to each other. The trail protected them 
from the winds coming from the West as the whole trail 
approached from the East and was a crucial aspect they had 
actually considered in their planning.

When they reached the Alpine Zone, the hike became less 
steep, but it was covered with snow and ice.

“It was then the hoses to our CamelBaks froze and we 
were forced to drink directly from the cap,” William said. 
“With fear of the CamelBaks freezing entirely, we frequently 
hit each other’s CamelBaks to keep ice from forming too 

Brothers forgo leave with family for adventure

quickly.”
It was in the Alpine Zone the two began to face a strong 

wind from the West and put their balaclavas (a type of face 
mask) and goggles on and continued forward.

“It was here in the Alpine Zone that we looked down upon 
the amazing mountains around us, before entering into the 
clouded summit,” he said.

William said the last mile through the Alpine Zone was the 
hardest because by then, they were exhausted after carrying 
probably 30 pounds of gear with them and were unable to 
see the summit.

“We reached the summit at about two in the afternoon 
and waited for a short time hoping that another group would 
reach us,” he said. “Eventually, another team of two arrived 
and took our picture for us. We wanted to take more pictures, 
but our batteries died from the cold.”

The cadets had about three hours of daylight left to 
descend the mountain and the weather was getting worse. 
There was almost no visibility at the summit and they were 
only able to see 20-feet clearly 
in front of them.

“We began a rapid descent, 
taking no breaks, but being 
careful not to make a wrong 
step while in the cloud,” he 
said. “We brought flashlights 
and extra batteries, but we 
had no desire to descend 

using them as we needed both our hands for a portion of 
the descent.”

They made it to the base without using flashlights, as there 
was still a little light left and they made good time, despite 
occasional slips on patches of ice.

“The trip was an absolute success and one of those 
memories that my brother and I will cherish for years to 
come,” William said. “I was glad that John, who is a plebe in 
F-4 Company, was able to get out and do something exciting 
away from West Point. As for myself, I was proud to have 
carried the A-3 Company flag to the summit with me. One of 
my favorite quotes by Abraham Lincoln is ‘In the end it is not 
the years in your life that count, but the life in your years.’” 

The Carson brothers said they will return home to visit 
friends and family during the Christmas break and are hoping 
for enough time to go hunting and camping.

“I look with eagerness toward the future, at the adventures 
my brother and I will undertake both in the Army and outside 
of it,” he said.

Class of 2014 Cadet William Carson and Class of 2016 Cadet John Carson had an interesting adventure during 
their Thanksgiving leave and the brothers look forward to more leisure over the Christmas break. Courtesy Photo



5December 13, 2012Pointer View  News and Features

Cadet aCtivities Update

Glee Club: The West Point Band was joined by the 
U.S. Naval Academy Band and the West Point Glee Club, 
who performed the service songs of the Navy, Marine 
Corps and Army during halftime festivities Dec. 8 at the 
Army-Navy Game. 

This feature was a partnership between the U.S. 
Military Academy Band and the History Channel. 
The production showcased new music and video 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the famous “Duty, 
Honor, Country” speech by Gen. Douglas MacArthur.  
               Photo By staff sgt. Chrissy ClarK

Pipes and Drums: The U.S. Corps of Cadets Pipes 
and Drums supported Army-Navy Weekend at West Point 
and Philadelphia. The band supported the spirit bonfire, 
competed against the U.S. Naval Academy’s Pipes and 
Drums in a band competition and supported Army game 
day activities. 

The Pipes and Drums was victorious in the band 
competition and soundly defeated the Navy band at a 
graded performance at COMCAST Center Plaza. The 
team now leads Navy 2-1 in the third annual competition 
hosted by the St. Andrews Society. The band performed 
at tailgates around the stadium, performed for the Corps 
for March On and played for the Army Football team as 
it entered Lincoln Financial Field.

Submitted by the Department of Social Sciences

Cadets in the American Politics, Policy and Strategy 
program enjoyed a unique opportunity to examine public 
policy this semester by partnering with a client in nearby 
Newburgh.  

As part of their capstone course, the cadets in SS480, 
“Advanced American Politics, Policy and Strategy,” partnered 
with the Board of the proposed Hudson Scholars Charter 
School, which aims to start a charter school targeting children 
in low-income, single-parent homes.  

This partnership allowed cadets to apply their knowledge 
of politics, strategy and policy analysis in the service of a 
real-world client.

Starting in September, the cadets made numerous trips 
to Newburgh to meet with members of the Hudson Scholars 
Board, conduct research interviews and examine the complex 
field of education policy. 

The partnership enabled the cadets to apply their policy 
analysis tools to two specific problems for the client: how 
to design a policy proposal that meets the requirements of 
the New York Charter Institute and how to incorporate best 
practices from the field of education based upon the expected 
demographics of the proposed charter school.  

Maj. Lee Robinson, course instructor, found the 
partnership with the Hudson Scholars Board served several 
goals for the course.  

“To address this problem holistically, the cadets had to 

Cadets collaborate with Newburgh Group for capstone project

consolidate their knowledge of state 
and local government, public policy 
development and policy analysis to 
address a very complicated issue,” he 
said. “As policy analysts, not advocates 
of a particular solution, the cadets were 
able to provide the Hudson Scholars 
Board with a very objective assessment 
of their policy proposal.”

The culminating event for the 
project occurred Dec. 4 when the cadets 
traveled to Newburgh to brief members 
of the board on their findings.  

The cadets provided the board with 
specific recommendations for each of 
the problems proposed by the client 
in an oral presentation and a more 
extensively written report. 

Class of 2013 Cadet Devin Adams 
said he hopes the client benefits from 
their analysis of successful public and 
charter schools “because we were able 
to give them generally the best practices 
for what makes a low income urban 
charter school successful.”

Reflecting on the experience 

following the client outbrief, Class of 
2013 Cadet Sean Minton said he was 
“extremely challenged” by the process,  
but feels “rewarded now that it is over.”  

The work on the project also helped 
the cadets to see “the level of detail 
that making public policy requires,” 
according to Class of 2013 Cadet 
John Cronin. The Hudson Scholars 
Board plans to incorporate the research 
provided by the cadets in SS480 to 
submit a proposal to the New York 
Charter School Institute in 2013.

Class of 2013 Cadets Michael Bradley, Brandon Morroni and John Cronin (standing) brief members of the 
Hudson Scholars Board on their project Dec. 4.                     Photo By Maj. lee roBinson/dePartMent of soCial sCienCes



 December 13, 20126 Pointer View  News and Features

USMA team developing algorithm to shape future ops
By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The Network Science Center hosted a 
briefing Dec. 5 about an algorithm which 
could help shape future operations against 
terrorist organizations. 

The team of Maj. Devon Callahan and 
Maj. Paulo Shakarian, instructors in the 
Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science; Lt. Col. 
Anthony Johnson, Department of 
Mathematical Sciences professor; 
and Class of 2013 Cadet Jeffrey 
Nielsen is developing this algorithm 
with the premise that attacking the 
head of a terror cell is not effective 
if its leadership can be replenished 
quickly. 

Callahan, a Signal Corps officer, 
said U.S. forces learned this directly 
in 2006 after eliminating former Al-
Qaida leader, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, 
who was replaced two weeks later.

“The problem is that cutting off 
the head of an angry beast is not 
necessarily the right way to target 
these terrorist networks,” Callahan 

said. “We feel the more traditional methods 
of targeting leadership are successful if the 
network is more centralized, or star-like.”

Actual terrorist networks aren’t shaped 
like a star network and are more complex, 
Callahan said. 

“Our intuition is rather than attacking the 
network as it is, we should drive the network 
to a more star-like shape prior to attacking 

the leadership,” Callahan said.
Identifying and removing an organization’s 

“middle management” before targeting 
leadership would first centralize power and 
make the whole organization vulnerable. 

The research team tested the theory and 
its mathematical model against the data sets 
of several real-world terror cells and other 
real-world social networks. 

They also tested their approach to targeting 
terrorist organizations against other network 
analysis techniques and Callahan said their 
method clearly outperforms against the others 
in terms of preparing the network and making 
it more vulnerable to a leadership strike.

“The key idea here, which we believe is 
different from the traditional methods used,  
is that we’ve decided to shape the network 
based on a characteristic of the entire network 
rather than a characteristic of a single node,” 
Callahan said. 

To make this happen—creating a more 
centralized network—the research team used 
methods from mathematical sociology to 
derive a way to determine how centralized 
a network is. The researchers introduced 
their fragile measurement and used a greedy 
heuristic to speed an otherwise slow process.

“The idea behind it is to  repeatedly select 
those nodes that provide the greatest increase 
in the network’s fragility,” Callahan said. 
“We feel it runs pretty fast and gives us an 
accurate solution.”

The algorithm itself is called GREEDY_
FRAGILE and was implemented in Python, 
a popular programming language. Their 
work is being funded by the Army Research 
Office and Callahan will present their team’s 
paper at the 2012 Academy of Science and 
Engineering Social Informatics Conference 
in Washington, D.C., Friday.

“This work is a new line of research for 
the West Point Network Science Center. 
Though it is only our first step into this new 
study, I believe we’ve obtained some rather 
exciting results,” Shakarian, the primary 
project investigator, said.  

Shakarian hopes that this new research not 
only gains traction in the Army, but also opens 
up new opportunities for cadet education.  

“Projects like these are important because 
it gives cadets like Jeff Nielsen an experience 
that they just can’t get in the classroom,” he 
said. “It allows them to explore problems 
from different perspectives—an important 
trait for a future Army officer.”

Provided by the Network Science Center, this 
chart demonstrates the star-like reshaping of 
a terror organization as a method of attacking 
the network.
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Staff Sgts. Brad Eissons and Dwight Aloma relax in the West Point Finance 
Office located in Bldg. 626 near Buffalo Soldier Field Dec. 6. The office is 
decorated to honor the Soldiers from West Point who are currently deployed. 
The names of the Soldiers are written on gold hearts above the fireplace.           
                          Kathy eastwood/PV

Enjoying festive surroundings in Finance

By Class of 2013 Cadet Catherine Clarke-pounder
West Point Judo Team

The West Point Judo team traveled to Drexel University Dec. 7 to compete in the Collegiate 
Team Tournament which features Army and Navy athletes before the annual Army-Navy 
Football Game Dec. 8. 

For this event, the cadets were represented by two teams. Team Gold was comprised of 
Class of 2013 Cadets Larisa Tudor, John Barnes, Joe McKenna, Aaron Jacobson, Carson 
Reed and Class of 2014 Cadet Steven Patten. Team Black was comprised of Class of 2013 
Cadet Katherine Donohoe, Class of 2014 Cadets Carson Giammaria, Joel Puritz, Pat Diehl, 
Richard Mendoza and Class of 2016 Cadet Pat Hogan. 

Both cadet teams went undefeated and collectively won 46 out of 50 matches against 
two teams from Drexel, two from Navy and one from the University of Pennsylvania. The 
cadets displayed tremendous tenacity and great performance, winning most of the matches 
by Ippon, losing only two and ending with two tied matches. In head-to-head competition 
versus Navy, the team won 18 out of the 20 matches with one tie and one loss. 

West Point Judo dominates Navy
Class of 2014 Cadet Carson Giammaria defeats his Navy opponent. Courtesy Photo
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Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Twenty-four hours after accepting the 
Army-Navy Game ball during the spirit rally 
at West Point, the U.S. Military Academy’s 
Marathon team ended its long-distance relay 
run as it entered Lincoln Financial Field in 
Philadelphia.

They had just encountered the friendliest 
of welcoming parties in downtown Philly 
around 7 p.m. Dec. 7, with people cheering, 
cars honking and excitement growing the 
further they moved into the city. 

But it was quiet inside the empty stadium 
… just the team and a group of veterans and 
military supporters who escorted them on the 
fi nal stretch of road from King of Prussia, Pa., 
into Philadelphia.

After 150 miles of pounding rubber soles 
onto cold concrete, the road-weary travelers 
exchanged handshakes, hugs, words of 
appreciation and called it a night. The team 
would make the moment more offi cial Dec. 8  
when they returned to the stadium again with 
the world watching the ceremonial handoff of 
the game ball.

In 1984, volunteers from the Corps of 
Cadets made the fi rst delivery of the Army 
game ball. That tradition faded away until 
the Marathon team revived it in 1994 and 
they’ve been running the ball ever since. It’s 
only logical the academy’s best long-distance 
runners would represent the Army in the 
annual Ball Run.

Case in point, every team member who ran 
the Richmond Marathon in November earned 
a spot to compete in the Boston Marathon 
this April. For West Point marathoners, that’s 
like playing in the Army-Navy Game itself or 
competing in the Olympics. It’s the pinnacle 
of their collegiate athletic careers. 

They’ve certainly got the legs and stamina 
to run the ball cross-country, but better yet, 
they’ve got the right spirit. It doesn’t diminish 
in below freezing weather or falter by erratic 

roadways. When Class of 2015 Cadet Leora 
Reyhan jumped back into the van after 
completing several miles, her damp hair was 
frozen stiff. Every time runners returned to the 
van, the chill could actually be felt extending 
off their bodies for nearly a minute until their 
circulation returned to normal. 

“It’s cold, but you get used to it,” she said, 
straightforwardly. 

Her fellow co-captain, Class of 2013 
Cadet Nate Einfeldt, puzzled her because he 
chose to wear a tank top and shorts.

“How is he doing that?” Reyhan asked.
The best guess was he’s part Alaskan, but 

Einfeldt hails from Atlanta, so he’s not exactly 
a native of winter weather. Class of 2016 Cadet 
Nicholas Juliano resembled a human popsicle, 
nursing a frozen mouth with a drop of blood 
on his teeth caused by cracked lips. Still, they 
weren’t complaining about anything—merely 
stating facts, nor did it keep them from going 
back out again. Even when they were given 
a shift that became mostly an uphill run, it’s 
spoken about more with pride for tackling the 
incline than aggravation for getting it. What 
mattered more to Juliano was that his English 
instructor, who just happens to be the team's 
offi cer-in-charge, Lt. Col. Scott Chancellor, 
had assigned him homework over Army-Navy 
weekend. With term-end exams and deadlines 
for papers approaching, their minds were still 
very much in the classroom at times.

That spirit goes especially for the 
“graveyard shift.” Of the three vans of 
runners, the second one, led by Maj. Sharon 
Kircher, is notorious for having to endure 
running in the darkest of night, in the coldest 
of temperatures and with the least amount 
of sleep. They may have more right to claim 
hardship, but didn’t. 

“This is my favorite shift,” Class of 2012 Cadet Meg-Ann Braun 
said. “During my fi rst year, all the plebes got stuck on this shift—well, 
there were only two of us—but all the plebes and yearlings were in this 
van and I’ve loved it since.”

“There’s no one else out there, so it's like we own the place,” Class 
of 2016 Cadet Tiffany Matthews said.

The only distinguishable difference in this group from the others is 
its enthusiasm was tempered—intermittent bursts, usually after a pair 
of runners returned to the warmth of the van—but then, like a switch, 
the chatter turned off abruptly for a quick nap. 

Class of 2013 Cadet Benjamin Karn, running his fourth and fi nal 
Army Ball Run, said those in the graveyard shift are all about the business 
at hand—running that football.

“After a while the conversations will end when you realize, OK, it’s 
three in the morning and I need a little nap before it’s my turn to run 
again,” Karn said.

Remarkably, Braun and Matthews emerged quickly from their rest 
and returned to the road for their second shift as if they were waking 
from a good night’s sleep for a morning run. They returned invigorated 
and animated after clearing a four-mile stretch.

“It was warmer out this time, which is good,” Matthews said. “More 
hills, but not bad.”

She’s already looking forward to three more years of running the 
game ball.

“I cannot wait to do this again—three more times,” Matthews said. 
“This is a blast, so much fun.”

Her running partner, however, had done her share of fi ve Army Ball 
Runs, having had an extended stay at the academy for double shoulder 
surgery.

“The fi fth and fi nal time … it’s awesome as always,” Braun said. 
When Class of 2016 Marc Samland thought he only had about fi ve 

or six miles left in him, he ran much further—even running in place 
for a bit while the convoy fi gured out a detour route around the heavy 
main road traffi c. 

“Once I started going I couldn’t stop,” Samland said. “It felt great and 
the countryside was beautiful. It’s been great seeing people from these 
different states and just being out there is unique. Generally, people are 
supportive. I passed an older lady who was running and she was cheering 
me on. It was a great experience … fun.”

No prizes could be awarded for most energetic on this overnight 
trip—they were equally prolifi c in storytelling, jokes and shop talk on 
running. Class of 2013 Cadet Johannes Olind argued the marathon is a 
perfect test of human endurance—just enough mileage to truly push the 
body to its limits. The ultramarathon runners in the van countered that 
theory, having found 50 miles to be just as rewarding an experience as a 
regular marathon. Hours earlier, faced with spine-shivering temperatures, 
Capt. Mark Davis, an instructor in the Department of Physical Education, 
provided a short discourse on cold-weather training—a lesson he just 
gave in class that day. 

With nothing to see but the runners illuminated by headlights for 
hours at a time, sometimes analysis was doled out on their particular 
gait, form and little quirks in movement. Even a hundred miles away 
from the academy, there are teaching opportunities. 

Braun amused herself by teasing Class of 2015 Cadet Daniel Schlich, 
for being a road machine, but it’s all good-natured. 

In Richmond, he placed 20th among a fi eld of nearly 5,000—fi fth 
in his age division with a 2:38 time. Likewise, Reyhan might encounter 
friendly fl ak for not being knowledgeable about classic rock, yet she’s a 

rock star on the road after fi nishing fi rst in Richmond for her age division 
with a time of 3:21:12. Juliano is mocked for being—of all things—too 
verbose when he admitted to overextending the word count on a research 
paper for which he received an A- grade.

Midshipman Tom Rowland would seem the perfect target for ridicule—
being the sole runner from the exchange program with the U.S. Naval 
Academy—but, no. Midshipmen have long been welcomed onto the 
Marathon team for the semester they attend West Point and are treated no 
differently. However, the idea of handing over the Army football to a Navy 
runner does bring up conspiracy theories. At one point he faked a fumble, 
which caused a mild eruption of shock inside the van. That wasn’t as much 
concern as the way Juliano was clutching the game ball with one hand. 
Einfeldt yelled from inside the van for the freshman to cradle it properly. 

Sitting up front in the van, Reyhan was the fi rst to welcome runners 
back in and asked how they were feeling—like when Class of 2015 Cadet 
David Richardson recorded the most road time during the fi rst leg of the 
run.

“I was having fun, and it was kind of motivating being out there with 
people cheering ‘Go Army’ out their windows,” Richardson said.

Later, Olind and Class of 2013 Cadet Colin Chapman would go even 
further—running roughly 80 minutes before readily tagging out for the 
next pair. Each van had differing strategies for completing its leg of the run. 
Some ran in pairs, triplets and infrequently in larger groups; sometimes it 
would be a solo run to conserve the energy of others for longer distances. 

There was never the mass gathering of onlookers like they experienced 
in downtown Philadelphia, but occasionally people outside a tavern 
or apartment complex had just enough time to catch sight of the spirit 
messages painted on the sides of the vans and realized what this convoy was 
all about. Making out the “Go Army, Beat Navy” motif on the windows, 
spectators had just enough time to frame the action on their camera phones. 
Sometimes, a guest runner would join them, like Col. Tom Kastner, the 
former offi cer-in-charge of the Marathon team, who met up with Einfeldt 
and Richardson for part of the run. Kastner retired from the Army after 
30 years of service to the nation, last having served as the director of the 
dean’s staff and professor in the Department of Mathematical Sciences at 
the U.S. Military Academy.

West Point Class of 1948 graduate Roger Conover enjoyed blasting 
Army fi ght songs on his car stereo. Conover has participated at least three 
times before and ran a quarter mile with Karn and Class of 2015 Cadet 
Ben Shields. 

“He’s in great shape,” Karn said, impressed by this fi t member of the 
Long Gray Line. “He talked for a little bit and told us it was nice to be 
able to come out and run with us.”

“He was pretty serious when he said we have to beat Navy … with 
conviction,” Shields said.

The team doesn't have many opportunities for overnight travel, let alone 
overnight distance running so the annual Ball Run allows them a full day 
to build camaraderie and team cohesion, mostly in the confi nes of a van.

“Well, we got to spend a lot of time together, and it has been a unique 
experience that no one else has,” Maj. Sarah Wolberg, assistant offi cer-
in-charge, said.

At times the journey seemed more than just about a football or even 
a football game. Part extreme team-building exercise and part goodwill 
tour, the marathoners proved to be exceptional at both. Every stopping 
point turned into an occasion to meet the public and represent the U.S. 
Military Academy. 

At one fi re station, a construction worker was eager to get a photo of 
him holding the game ball, but fi rst got to know the cadets carrying the ball. 
They also received a warm reception at Reagent Chemical in Ringoes, N.J. 
The company has been hosting the Marathon team during their Army Ball 
Run since 2005. Greg Huljack, a human resource manager, was among the 
fi rst to greet the marathoners outside the offi ce building. He said everyone 
is familiar with the annual Army-Navy Game but in 2005 the Ball Run 
was something of a surprise to them.

“The route that they run just happens to pass this offi ce and one day 
one of our employees happened to see them approaching,” Huljack said. 
“So everybody went out and started cheering.” 

Just a day earlier, the Girls Scouts had been delivering their cookies 
in the area, so the runners were treated to some refreshments. Since that 
fi rst year, the gathering has become like a homecoming, with lots of food 
to eat while reminiscing and introducing new faces. The walls, decorated 

with poster boards of past Ball Run photos, documents all the West Point 
Marathon teams over the years. Once, they organized an appearance by 
a 100-piece high school band to welcome the runners with Army songs. 
Huljack said it’s a little ironic for him to be so supportive of the Army team 
when his own son is a U.S. Naval Academy graduate and marathon runner.

“But this has always been a good-spirited and honorable exchange,” 
Huljack said.

The Marathon team had much praise for the seamless escort provided 
by state and local police through every county, township and borough 
across three states. When they could, the marathoners would stop and 
chat before presenting them with commemorative Army T-shirts. When 
they couldn’t, a few waves and words of thanks got the message across.

A fi re truck led the way at one point, bringing the runners to the King 
of Prussia Volunteer Fire Company, where a large crowd gathered to 
meet them. After speaking with the cadets, a few photos were taken with 
community members who then fi lled the team van with snacks for the 
remainder of the trip.

Maj. John Dvorak was clearly a happy runner as he completed nearly 
20 miles at the end of the trip. “The adrenaline just carries you out there,”  
Dvorak said, joined by the entire team for the last few miles. “This is the 
part that makes it all worthwhile … bringing it home.”

Dvorak was a member of the “Glory Van,” the group of marathoners 
who run the fi nal stretch of road with most of the fanfare along the way. 
No matter how tired or cold, the entire team musters the energy for the 
grand entrance into the stadium.

“The last few miles were incredible. We were pumped up, it was great,” 
Samland said. “The people, the energy the lights…it was great. That, and 
knowing we were almost at the end.”

(Editor’s Note: An extended version of this story is available on the 
USMA website at www.usma.edu/news/SitePages/2012%20Army%20
Ball%20Run.aspx. A photo gallery can be found on Flickr at www.fl ickr.
com/photos/west_point/sets/72157632187210864/.)

Members of the West Point Marathon team ran night and day, and then night again to deliver the Army Game ball to Philadelphia 
prior to the 113th Army-Navy Game at Lincoln Financial Field. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Benjamin Huff and the West Point Marathon team paid a 
visit to the King of Prussia Volunteer Fire Company and spoke with firefighters 
and veterans during a short break en route to Philadelphia.

Class of 2014 Cadet Mackenzie Vaughn, a civil engineering 
major, runs solo while her teammates conserve their energy 
for their shifts in the 150-mile journey from West Point to 
Philadelphia. Vaughn said she couldn’t imagine even a year ago 
about running a marathon but credits her team for helping her 
qualify to compete in the Boston Marathon this April.

West Point sends its best to run Army Game ball
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Army Spirit
The traditional bonfire complete with a sacrificial wooden boat marked the 
send-off of the Army Football team to Philadelphia Dec. 6. The Corps of 
Cadets were there to watch the bonfire burn a boat representing Navy in the 
hopes of bringing a victory back to West Point.          Kathy eastwood/PV

MessageHoliday

Celebrating
volunteers

Army  Commun i t y  Se r v i c e 
celebrated the Black and Gold 
Volunteer Award and Volunteer of 
the Quarter at a ceremony Dec. 
6 at ACS, Bldg. 622. Deputy 
Garrison Commander Wilfred 
Plumley (far left) stood with 
awardees Hillary Murphy, Cara 
Lee, Lisa Glen, Veronica Jaffett, 
Marvin Moffatt, Elisabetta Coletto, 
Suzie Henderson, Alice Huntoon, 
Maj. Brian Champine, Megan 
Garrison, Col. Michael Meese, 
Christine Weld, Jody Miller, Sgt. 
Donald Scudder and Clare Miller. 
The Volunteer of the Quarter was 
Meese for his volunteer work with 
the Boy Scouts.    
         Vin guariglia/dPtMs Vid
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supporting the conference.  
Registration forms are due no later than 

Jan. 31.
For more information or to register, visit 

www.westpointmwr.com/afap.htm or email 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu. 

Yoga with Angie
Combat stress and tension with yoga, no 

experience required.  
Classes with Angie are scheduled at 5 p.m. 

Mondays for beginners. 
All levels yoga is at 6:15 p.m. Mondays 

and Wednesday. 
Vinyasa Flow starts at 10:10 a.m. Tuesdays 

and Thursdays.  
For more information, call 938-6490.

Wee Ones Open Play Group takes 
holiday break 

The Wee Ones Open Play Group will not 
meet Monday, Dec. 24 and 31. 

Wee Ones will return 9:30-11 a.m. Jan. 7 
at the Lee Area Child Development Center.   

For more information, call Shelley 
Ariosto, Family Advocacy Program manager, 
at 938-3369.

Literacy at home and in the classroom 
parent training

There is a literacy parent training class 
that will be held from 6-8 p.m. Jan. 16 at the 
Lee Child Development Center, Bldg. 140. 

Information from the training class 
includes the value and importance of literacy 
development, factors that effect literacy 
development, early literacy competencies, 
strategies and skills to organize the home 
or class environment and evidence based 
instructional practices. 

This training is offered by Independent 
Living, Inc. 

To register, contact Kim Tague at 938-
3921. 

Register by Jan. 3. The snow date is Jan. 
23, at the same time and place. 

Golf ProShop Holiday sale
Get yourself ready for the next golf season 

during the ProShop holiday sale at the West 
Point Golf Course. 

Purchase your 2013 annual pass at the 
2012 rates. 

Draw chances to win from 5-30 percent 
off your merchandise purchases. 

The ProShop is open from 9 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

For more information, call 938-2435.

Morgan Farm holiday kenneling
Heading out for the holidays? Give your 

family pet a home away from home for the 
holiday season at Morgan Farm.  

For more information, call 938-3926.

Call for AFAP issues  
If you have a suggestion on how West 

Point and the Army can improve your quality 
of life, the Army Family Action Plan program 
wants to hear about it.  

Issues will be reviewed and prioritized at 
the annual installation AFAP conference in 
February 2013. Issue forms can be submitted 
anonymously.  

Submit an issue, complete a form at www.
westpointmwr.com/afap.htm. Issues are due 
no later than Jan. 15.  

Call 938-3655 or email christina.
overstreet@usma.edu  for addit ional 
information.

Be an agent of change with Army 
Family Action Plan

Community members are invited to 
participate in the 2013 AFAP Conference 
Feb. 4-7,  2013.  

Soldiers, family members, civilian 
employees, retirees and youth can serve as 
delegates. 

With supervisor approval, the conference 
will be the place of duty for Soldiers and 
civilian employees.  

Lunch will be provided throughout the 
conference. On a case-by-case basis, limited, 
free childcare is available for volunteers 

Army Digital Photography Show
The Army Digital Photography Show can 

be seen through Friday at the West Point Club.  
Make sure to vote for your favorite photo 

during the club’s regular operating hours. 
The people’s choice winner of the show 

will win a free framing class at the Arts and 
Crafts Shop. 

For more information, call 938-4812.

ACS Community Holiday Party
Join ACS for a community holiday party  

from 4-6 p.m. Friday at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
Light refreshments will be served and  you 

can have your child’s photo taken with Santa. 
RSVP to Monica Orecchio at 938-3487.

CYSS Friday Night SAC Night at the 
Lee CDC

Drop your children off from 6:30-9:30 
p.m. Friday for Pajamas and a Movie Night 
at the Lee CDC.

Open to all children in grades 1-5. There is 
a minimal activity fee for the evening event. 

To make reservations, call 938-8530.
Payment is due at the time reservations 

are made.

Arts and Crafts Shop December class
The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop is 

offering a class on how to make a holiday 
apron or gloves and head band with two 
sewing classes from 5-7 p.m. Tuesday.

Please bring two yards of fabric or an 
old sweater. 

Registration and prepayment are required. 
For more information, call 938-4812.

ACS’ Relocation Readiness workshops
There are several ACS’ Relocation 

Readiness workshops available in the month 
of December. The workshops include:

• PCS workshops, 9-10 a.m. Dec. 20;
• Overseas Briefi ng workshop, 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Dec. 21;
• Sponsorship Training workshop, 9-10 

a.m. Dec. 28.
All workshops are held at ACS Bldg. 622. 

For more information, call 938-3487.

Community Holiday Party for your 
department

Looking for a special place with a festive 
atmosphere for your holiday party? Look no 
further then the West Point Club. 

You can have your holiday party from 
5-10 p.m. Dec. 20 in the Grand Ballroom, 
with music provided all night. 

The Club will provide a miniature tree 
and you will need to bring the decorations to 
personalize your table’s centerpiece.  

Dinner and a cash bar will be available 
for a minimal price per person. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-5120.

Membership Appreciation Night 
Dinner and Drive

Join the West Point Club from 5-8 p.m. 
Dec. 21 in the Hudson Room for a free dinner 
for Club members.

Bring someone who joins and receive a 
gift. 

Not a member? No problem. Become a 
member and your dinner is on us. 

There is a dining fee for non-members. 
For more information, call 938-5120.

Round Pond 2013 Seasonal Campsite 
Lottery

Applications are now available for the 
Seasonal Campsite Lottery at the Round 
Pond offi ce. 

Nine seasonal sites are available. Lottery 
selections will be made Jan. 3. Applications 
must be received by Jan. 2.

The categories are as follows:
Category 1: Active duty Army assigned 

to West Point;
Category 2: Active duty Army not 

assigned to West Point;
Category 3: Active duty other branches 

not assigned to West Point;
Category 4: Retired military; 
Category 5: All other eligible.
For more information, call 938-2503/3860.
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Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. 
There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons 

when available. 
For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 

at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

FAST Class
The West Point Education Center is offering a FAST Class 

to improve ASVAB/AFCT scores from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Jan. 
8-28. An enrollment form can be obtained from your education 
counselor.

A prior TABE D test is mandatory for all FAST Class 
participants, which is scheduled Dec. 20, as well as a memo 
from the student’s commander. Contact the  Education Center 
for the commander’s memo.  

AFCT (in-service ASVAB) is administered to Soldiers 
wanting to raise their ASVAB scores, including GT score, 
after the class completion. DA Form 4187 is required to take 
AFCT; other eligibility requirements also apply.

For more information, call 938-3464/5389 DSN 688-
3464/5389 or email nancy.judd@usma.edu.

Youth Wrestling sign-up
The West Point youth wrestling season starts Jan. 7.  
Practices are 6:15-7:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays in 

the wrestling room on the second fl oor of Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center.  

Contact Youth Services at 938-3550 or Coach Enock 
Francois at 561-319-6717.

Garrison Awards and Retirement Ceremony
The West Point community is invited to attend the 

Garrison Awards and Retirement Ceremony from 3-4:30 p.m. 
Jan. 11 at the Hudson Room of the West Point Club.

Calling on Viva! Las Vegas volunteers
Mark your calendars for the West Point Women’s Club 

10th annual Viva! Las Vegas Feb. 15. 
Be a part of the best party for a worthy cause. However, 

many volunteers are needed to make this event a success.
Volunteer benefi ts include a lowered admission price, 

double casino chips and the rewarding feeling that a small 
deed helps the greater good. 

It is fi rst come, fi rst served for the choice of shifts. 
Don’t be late because this year only the Viva! volunteers 

who sign up before the event get the rewards. 
To volunteer, contact Jen Wright, Viva! volunteer 

coordinator, at vivavolunteer@aol.com.

Army Education Center 
John Jay College Master of Public Administration 

Program at West Point is now accepting new students for the 
Spring sessions.

For more information, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite 
administrator, at 446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

MILCHEM Lecture
A MILCHEM lecture will be given at 7:30 a.m., 9:50 a.m. 

and 1:55 p.m. Friday in Arnold Auditorium (Mahan Hall).  
The lecture will cover the basic science behind current 

Army systems: C-RAM (Counter Rocket, Artillery and 
Mortar), SWIPES (Soldier Worn Integrated Power Equipment 
System), SPM (Squad Power Manager) and explosive devices.  

There will be displays supporting each of the systems and 
time after the lecture to talk to representatives.

For more information, call Lt. Col. Charles Elliott at 
938-4190.

Celebrate Christmas at Knox’s Headquarters State 
Historic Site

For two Christmases, John and Catherine Ellison shared 
their home with the offi cers and soldiers of the Continental 
Army. Over the winter of 1780-81, Gen. Henry Knox, his 
wife Lucy and children were there, while two years later it 
was Gen. Horatio Gates and his military family of aides de 
camp who shared in the season’s festivities.  

From 5-8 p.m. Saturday and 2-6 p.m. Sunday, tour the 
1754 Ellison house that is decorated for Christmas and staffed 
by Revolutionary War era costumed interpreters.  

Knox’s Headquarters is located at 289 Forge Hill Road, in 
Vails Gate, New York, three miles southeast of the intersection 
of I-87 and I-84.  

For more information, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22.

West Point Band’s holiday concert
The West Point Band will present its annual holiday 

celebration, “A West Point Holiday,” at 3 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday. Featuring the Quintette 7, and the combined forces 
of the Concert Band and Jazz Knights, the concert promises 
to be a multi-media extravaganza celebrating the spirit of 
the season. 

If you have the opportunity to arrive early, the West Point 
Steel Band will be performing in the lobby beginning at 2 p.m. 

The performances will take place at Eisenhower Hall 
Theatre and are open and free to the public. 

Free tickets can be downloaded at www.usma.edu/band. 
For more information, including a detailed map, visit 

www.westpointband.com or call 938-2445.
For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 

938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com.

Santa’s Toy Box
It is Highland Falls Mayor Joe D’Onofrio’s goal that no 

child goes without a present to open this Christmas.
For the 20th year, the mayor has placed a “Toy Box” in 

the lobby of the Village Hall for residents to kindly donate a 
new, unwrapped toy that will make its way to a child within 
the community.

Gifts for children in the categories of “tot,” “child,” or 
“teen” can be dropped of in the Village Hall lobby from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday through Tuesday.

For more information, call 845-446-3400.

Write a letter to Santa
Children have a chance to write Santa and Highland Falls 

Mayor Joe D’Onofrio will make sure the letter gets to Old 
Saint Nick.

Letters should be sent to Santa, c/o The Mayor, 303 Main 
Street, Highland Falls, NY 10928. To get the letters to Santa 
on time and get an answer back to the children, the letters 
need to be at Village Hall by Wednesday.

To ensure a response, the letters must include the child’s 
name and address, preferrably written by a parent or guardian.

Transition Assistance Program workshops (updated)
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Jan. 7-11;
• Jan. 14-18;
• Feb. 11-15;
• March 4-8;
• March 25-29.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Reading Efficiency Course enrollment
There will be a Reading Effi ciency Course, also known 

as the Speed Reading Course, that is open to all cadets, staff 
and faculty Jan. 14-Feb. 11.

There will 10 easy lessons as part of the course.
For more information, call 938-2871. The course point of 

contact is 2nd Lt. Kaitlyn Kelly at 938-6213. 

Trees for Troops
Trees for Troops organization is coming to West Point 

again. Community members have the opportunity to receive 
one of the free, live Christmas trees by registering on the 
Army Community Service facebook page at www.facebook.
com/WestPointArmyCommunityService and clicking on 
the Trees for Troops tab.  

You must “like” the page in order to enter. It is open only 
to eligible military ID card holders: Active duty, Reserve, 
National Guard, retirees and their family members.  

For more information, call 938-4621. 

Mass Transit Benefit Program
The rising cost of gasoline and increased commuter 

traffi c on the roadways have many people considering mass 
transportation alternatives, including bus transportation, rail 
travel and vanpooling. 

With the aid of the Mass Transit Benefi t Program, federal 
employees can receive up to $125 a month to supplement 
their commuting costs. 

The funds are managed monthly on a personal debit card 
and can be used like cash for bus tickets, train rides or van-
pooling related costs. 

Currently, 90 employees at West Point are taking 
advantage of this benefit and are greatly reducing their 
monthly commuting costs.  

Interested employees should contact Rosanne Chess 
at 938-2873 or by email for information about Mass 
Transportation Benefi t Program. 

Visit www.militaryvanpool.com or www.vride.com 
to learn more about vanpooling and take a tour of the vans.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability 
to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-



13December 13, 2012Pointer View  

Upcoming Blood Drive                                                                                                                  
The Armed Services Blood Program will be conducting a 

blood drive Jan. 7-10 at Eisenhower Hall on the second Floor. 
The drive is scheduled from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Jan. 7-9 and 

from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 10.  
Walk-ins are always welcome, however, for convenience 

purposes, appointments to donate blood can be made by 
calling Mary Mandia at 938-2583.  

Individuals who wish to register with the C.W. Bill Young/
DoD Bone Marrow donor program will be able to do so at 
the time of the drive.

New Pharmacy/Primary Care Hours
Our number one priority is to provide you and your 

family with the best possible care.  
As a result, the Pharmacy and Primary Care Department 

Keller Corner

Friday—Paranormal Activity 4, R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Fun Size, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Argo, R, 9:30 p.m.
Dec. 21—Alex Cross, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 22—Closed for the holidays.
The TheaTer schedule also can be found aT 

www.shoPMyexChange.CoM.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, 
Bldg. 752

NOW SHOWING

• Letters to Santa—Write a letter and drop it into 
Santa’s special letterbox at 132 Bartlett Loop by Monday 
for a guaranteed delivery to Santa before Christmas. 

BBC will get it to the “Big Man” at the North Pole 
just for you.

• Holiday Candy Guess—Stop by 132 Bartlett 
Loop through Monday to take an educated guess as to 
how many candies are in the jar. 

You could be the one who wins it all. The winner will 
be announced Tuesday.

• Mitten Tree—To help those who need a little more 
warmth this season, Balfour Beatty Communities will 
have its annual Mitten Tree at 132 Bartlett Loop. 

The mitten tree is decorated with your donations of 
gently used or new mittens, hats, gloves and scarves. 

All items will be donated to a local shelter on Tuesday. 
If you would like to donate, just come in and help us 

decorate. 
Let’s make our tree the warmest at West Point.

• Holiday House Decorating Contest—Show 
your holiday spirit by decorating your house. BBC 
encourages everyone to get in on the fun. 

Homes must be nominated in order to be judged. To 
nominate your home or anyone’s home, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com. 

All nominations must be submitted by Wednesday. 

• Coloring contest—Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop to 
pick up the Bal-4 Coloring Lights Contest. Simply color, 
be creative and submit your entry by Dec. 28.

Winners will be chosen by age category.

• New Year’s Eve celebration—Start New Year’s 
Eve with a continental breakfast at 132 Bartlett Loop from 
9-11 a.m. Dec. 31. 

There will be fresh bagels, muffins, fresh fruit, coffee, 
tea and sparking juice.

This is BBC’s way of saying thank you to its residents.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Dec. 13-20
Command Channel 8/23

Army Newswatch 
Today, Friday and Monday 

through Dec. 20
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

See SUDOKU SOLUTION, Page 2

will close early every Thursday afternoon for mandatory 
training.  

This weekly training is an Armywide requirement to 
ensure we continue to provide world-class healthcare.  

The Pharmacy Department will be closed from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. and the Primary Care Department from noon-5 p.m. 
every Thursday. 

At Your Leisure
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West Point contributions to U.S. history/war
Celebrating the centennial birthday of a true West Point pioneer

Santa’s Coming to Town
The West Point Fire Department will be bringing Santa Claus to the West 

Point housing areas at 10 a.m. Dec. 22, starting in Stony Lonesome II housing. 
It’s estimated to be a four-hour route.

Santa will travel through both Stony Lonesome housing areas exiting frm 
New Stony, Lusk housing, Old English South, the North apartments (along 
Washington Road), New Brick side of Washington Road, Lee housing area, the 
Band quarters and the Coaches quarters.

During the Santa visit, firefighters will walk along the fire apparatus, 
where Santa will be stationed, handing out cookies and candy canes. The fire 
department will also hand out pamphlets about its fire prevention services.

By Sherman Fleek
West Point Historian

December 18, 2012, marks the centennial 
birthday of a pioneering African-American 
who achieved many firsts in the Army, 
military aviation and the armed forces.

Gen. Benjamin Oliver Davis Jr., who 
graduated from West Point in 1936, along 
with Creighton Abrams and William 
Westmoreland, would have turned 100 
Tuesday. 

In his memory, it’s time to reflect back on 
the historical career of a man who knew no 
bounds considering the times he lived in and 
the color of his skin. 

Gen. Davis was the first:
• U.S. Military Academy black graduate 

in the 20th century, and the fourth overall;
• Black to receive aviation wings;
• Black to command a squadron, group 

and then a wing in the U.S. Army Air Forces 
and an integrated unit in the U.S. Air Force;

• Black general officer in the Air Force.
Appointed from Illinois, while attending 

the University of Chicago, Davis arrived 
at West Point in the summer of 1932 to an 
unwelcoming Corps of Cadets. 

For the next four years, he was “silenced” 
based on his race and certainly not his class 
standing, scholarship and leadership ability. 

Instead of failing out or losing hope as 
other recent blacks had in the early 20th 
century, he refused to allow the prevailing 
racial prejudice of society to defeat him. 

He excelled at West Point, but it was 
also a difficult experience of loneliness and 
isolation. He had no roommates and ate alone, 
had no friends or social interaction with his 
peers for four years.

These years of isolation toughened him 
greatly while he earned a letter in lacrosse 
and made the swim team. But he never went 
to a “hop” because, as he said, “I realized that 
I was not welcome, and I never received any 

dinner invitations” at the homes of professors 
or officers.

He applied for a vacancy in the Army 
Air Corps to learn to fly, but he was rejected 
based on the policy that no blacks could serve 
as pilots.

In June 1936, Davis graduated 35th of 278 
and was then one of only two commissioned 
African-American officers in the entire 
Regular Army—he and his father Col. 
Benjamin O. Davis Sr., who was the first 
black to become a general officer in 1940. 

He then attended infantry officer training 
and later reported to the 24th U.S. Infantry 
(an all black regiment) at Fort Benning, Ga. 

In 1941, the War Department established 
a flight training school at the Tuskegee Army 
Air Field in Alabama. Now Capt. Davis was 
accepted, underwent training and graduated 
in the first class of “Tuskegee Airmen” in 
March 1942. With America at war, Davis was 
promoted to major and then lieutenant colonel 
within two weeks. In June 1942, Davis took 
command of the first-ever black aviation unit, 
the 99th Pursuit Squadron. The squadron 
arrived in Tunisia, North Africa, and on June 
2, 1943, the 99th conducted its first combat 

mission against German targets in Italy flying 
old Curtis P-40s.

In September 1943, Davis was in 
Washington, D.C., at the newly completed 
Pentagon, when he learned there was an 
attempt by some congressional leaders and 
senior army officers to remove the 99th 
Pursuit Squadron from combat operations and 
to close the Tuskegee flight program. 

Davis met with governmental and Army 
leaders and then held a very spirited press 
conference heralding his squadron’s combat 
record. 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. George Marshall, 
ordered an inquiry into the accusations, but 
allowed the squadron to continue serving. 

Davis also learned that a new unit, the 
322nd Fighter Group of all black pilots and 
servicemen, was being formed and he was to 
take command.

The 322nd Fighter Group commenced 
combat missions in early 1944 in Italy. It 
covered the Anzio beachhead where 12 
German fighters were shot down in two days. 

Promoted in May 1944, Col. Davis now 
led the 322nd in bomber escort missions from 
Italy into Germany and Austria. The group 
painted their aircraft tails red, thus the famous 
“Red Tails.” Eventually the Tuskegee pilots 
flew P-47 Thunderbolts and finally the sleek, 

P-51 Mustang.
During the war, the “Tuskegee Airmen” 

and the 322nd Fighter Group had a 
distinguished record flying 15,000 combat 
sorties, downing 111 enemy aircraft and 
destroying another 273 on the ground. 

The Red Tails engaged Messerschmitt 
jets, ME-262s in aerial combat and also sank 
a German destroyer. They lost only 25 allied 
bombers during hundreds of missions.

Davis received the Silver Star, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and several Air 
Medals. Continuing his career in the U.S. 
Air Force, Davis fought in Korea flying F-86 
Sabre-jets and commanded the 51st Fighter-
Interceptor Wing, the first African-American 
to command an integrated aviation unit. 

He was promoted to brigadier general 
in 1954, the first black general officer in 
the U.S. Air Force. His final years were in 
positions of senior staff authority, culminating 
with his promotion to lieutenant general and 
commander of the 13th Air Force at Clark Air 
Base in the Philippines during the Vietnam 
War. 

Davis retired from active duty in 1970, 
but was advanced to the rank of general in the 
Air Force in 1998 by President Bill Clinton. 

He died at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center on July 4, 2002.

Gen. Benjamin O. Davis Jr.  Courtesy Photo
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Tonight—Women’s Basketball 
vs. Merchant Marine Academy, 
Christl Arena, 7 p.m.

Friday—Men’s Basketball vs. 
Maine, Christl Arena, 7 p.m.

Dec. 22—Men’s Basketball vs. 
Rosemont, Christl Arena, 
7 p.m.

Dec. 27—Hockey vs. Russian 
Junior All-Stars, Tate Rink, 
7:05 p.m.

Dec. 30—Women’s Basketball 
vs. Bryant, Christl Arena, 
1 p.m.

Jan. 4—Track, Crowell Open, 

Gillis Field House, noon.

Jan. 4—Hockey vs. Robert 
Morris, Tate Rink, 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 5—Track, Crowell Open, 
Gillis Field House, 9 a.m.

Jan. 5—Men’s Basketball vs. 
Columbia, Christl Arena, 
3 p.m.

Jan. 5—Hockey vs. Robert 
Morris, Tate Rink, 7:05 p.m.

Attention: Tickets are still 
available for basketball and 
hockey. Stop by Gate 3 of Michie 
Stadium (8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri.), visit goarmysports.
com or call 1-877-TIX-ARMY. 

Army Sports home schedule 
(Dec. 13-Jan. 10)

Army close, but loses heartbreaker to Navy
Army and Community Sports

Army Wrestling tops Drexel 
By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

Junior Paul Hancock pinned his opponent in 
the 165-pound bout and junior Tyler Rauenzahn 
registered a major decision at 149 pounds to lead 
the Army wrestling team to a 22-15 victory versus 
Drexel in a non-conference dual match Dec. 6 at 
Gillis Field House. 

Army (2-2) won five of the first six bouts to 
grab a 19-3 lead, and the Black Knights coasted 
to their second dual win of the season. 

Drexel, meanwhile, saw its modest two-match 
win streak snapped as the Dragons fall to 3-5 on 
the year. 

The match began at 125 pounds and Army 
sophomore Hunter Wood gave the Black Knights 
an early 3-0 lead following a 9-5 decision versus 
Drexel’s Jacob Goodwin. Drexel leveled the 
score at 3-3 following Clayton Lutzow’s 9-5 
victory opposite Army senior Jordan Thome in 
the 133-pound matchup. 

Army moved back in front, 6-3, thanks to 
senior Connor Hanafee’s 8-7 decision against 
Drexel’s Frank Cimato at 141 pounds. 

Rauenzahn then took a 19-7 major decision 
from Nicholas Maccini in the 149-pound bout to 
extend the Black Knights’ cushion to 10-3. 

Freshman Brian Harvey made it three straight 
Army wins as the first-year performer slipped past 
Kenyatta Brown, 2-0, at 157 pounds, which gave 
Army a comfortable 13-3 advantage at the midway 
point of the match. 

Hancock followed with a pin of Charles 
Aungst in the 165-pound bout as Army opened 
up a 19-3 lead. Hancock needed just 4 minutes, 3 
seconds to record the win by fall. 

Drexel cut into Army’s lead in the 174-pound 
match as Kevin Matyas pinned Army freshman 
Travis Mallo in 4:28. The six-point victory pulled 
the Dragons to within 19-9 with three bouts 
remaining. 

Senior Collin Wittmeyer clinched the match 
for Army with his 9-4 decision opposite Bryan 
Sternlieb at 184 pounds. Wittmeyer parlayed 
three takedowns and one reversal into the victory, 
which gave the Black Knights an insurmountable 
22-9 lead. 

Drexel won the final two bouts to account for 
the final margin of 22-15. 

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

Navy freshman quarterback Keenan Reynolds rushed for 
an eight-yard score late in the game to lift the Midshipmen to 
a 17-13 victory over Army Dec. 8 in the 113th annual Army-
Navy Game presented by USAA in front of a soldout crowd 
of 69,607 at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. 

Navy overcame a second-half deficit to claim the 
Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy and improve to 8-4 this 
season. 

Army outrushed Navy 370-167 but the Midshipmen forced 
five fumbles, three of which they recovered, and the Black 
Knights closed the 2012 season at 2-10. 

Junior running back Raymond Maples paced the Black 
Knights’ rushing attack with 156 yards on 27 carries while 
senior quarterback Trent Steelman carried 17 times for 96 
yards and a score. Sophomore running back Larry Dixon 
picked up 61 yards and senior running back Malcolm Brown 
57. 

Steelman connected on 4-of-5 passes for 48 yards. 
Sophomore wide receiver Chevaughn Lawrence caught 
three passes for 44 yards and Maples had one reception for 
four yards. 

Sophomore linebacker Geoffrey Bacon led an Army 
defense that held Navy to 297 yards of total offense with 14 
tackles and a sack. Freshman linebacker Alex Meier had 10 
tackles and recovered a fumble, while senior linebacker Nate 
Combs made eight stops. 

Navy got on the scoreboard first after a scoreless first 
quarter with a nine-play, 66-yard drive that took more than 
five minutes. Noah Copeland, who rushed for 99 yards on 22 
carries, capped the possession with a 12-yard scoring run and 
a 7-0 Navy lead after Nick Sloan’s point after. 

Army quickly tied the score, going 75 yards in three 
minutes. Steelman gained 20 yards, Maples picked up 11 and 
then Brown went off tackle for 14. After Maples collected 

four yards, Steelman called his own number for an 11-yard 
touchdown. Senior kicker Eric Osteen kicked the PAT. 

Sloan kicked a 31-yard field goal on the next possession,  
but Osteen matched the score with a career-long 41-yard kick 
to knot the game at 10 at halftime. The field goal hit the left 
upright and went through. 

Army took its first lead of the game in the third quarter 
when Osteen converted a 21-yard field goal with 3:36 left in 

the session for a 13-10 Army advantage. 
The Black Knights missed a 37-yard field goal on their 

first possession of the final quarter and Navy went back on 
top when Reynolds scored from eight yards out with 4:41 
left to play. 

Army had one final possession but Navy recovered a 
fumble on its own 13-yard line with nearly a minute left in 
the game and then ran out the clock after the turnover. 

Senior quarterback Trent Steelman high steps into the end zone to tie up the score at 7-7 in the second 
quarter. Army would go on to lose 17-13 Dec. 8 at Lincoln Financial Field.              toMMy gilligan/usMa Pao


