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As the seats inside Eisenhower Hall 
Theatre filled with anxious Class of 2013 
cadets Nov. 29 awaiting their branch 
notification, a slide show revealed the 
numbers.

220 cadets will join the Infantry …
117 are branching Aviation …
148 cadets will receive Field Artillery 

insignia …
51 are entering the Air Defense Artillery…

and so on down the list of 16 Army branches.
All that was left was putting names to 

those numbers, and for 1,060 cadets Branch 
Night was the revelation they’ve all been 
waiting for … for 1,250 days, to be exact. 
Inside individually sealed manila envelopes, 
they would see exactly how they’ll be serving 
six months from now.

“This evening we take one of the final 
steps of our 47-month journey to becoming 
officers in the United States Army,” First 

Captain Brandon Whittington said, addressing 
his class. “While we now have a new 
identity, we can all rally together under one 
unifying fact—we will all be members of the 
Profession of Arms, charged with the honor 
and privilege of leading America’s sons and 
daughters.”

Strong emotions always weigh heavily at 
this ceremony … from the immediate whoops 
and cheers that echo throughout the theater 
to the somber, sometimes silent acceptance 
of a new reality. 

Class of 2013 Cadet Drexel Martin was 
among the first to burst into euphoria after 
receiving his top choice of Engineers Corps. 

“This means so much, I’m so happy,” 
Martin said. “The energy of this room is so 
great, being here with our friends, you can’t 
beat it.”

Receiving the branch insignia brings 
about confidence, Martin explained, because 
the remaining 170-plus days have new focus 
on his future career. “I’m an engineering 

Class of 2013 cadets receive new insignia at Branch Night

See BRANCH NIGHT, Page 4

At the conclusion of the branch notification ceremony, Class of 2013 cadets 
found colleagues, tactical officers and instructors to pin on their new branch 
insignia. Eisenhower Hall Theatre was the site for Branch Night Nov. 29, which 
is a significant milestone before graduation for these future Army officers.

Feeling that 
holiday spirit
The West Point community gathered at 
Daly Field Monday for the annual Holiday 
Tree Lighting Ceremony and to enjoy some 
fellowship before the holidays. Attendees 
appreciated a medley of carols led by local 
Scouts and the Protestant Cadet Chapel Choir 
with music by the U.S. Military Academy 
Band’s Brass musicians. The West Point Fire 
Department arrived on the scene with sirens 
blaring to announce the arrival of Santa Claus. 
Following the sing-along which included such 
holiday classics as “Winter Wonderland” and 
“Deck the Halls,” community members walked 
over to the West Point Club for refreshments 
and children had a chance for some one-on-
one time and photos with the visitor from 
the North Pole. Others lingered longer at Daly 
Field to take photos in front of the lighted 
tree and simply treasured the moment. The 
annual event was hosted by the West Point 
Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation and supported by the U.S. Family 
Health Plan and the West Point Club.  
                                      Photo by Mike StraSSer/PV
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Army-Navy Spirit Week

By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

For years West Point and the U.S. Naval Academy 
have swapped their cadets and midshipmen for a 
semester-long exchange to foster closer interservice 

relations between the sister academies. 
But every year things get interesting around Army-Navy 

Week and exchange students become, in a sense, “prisoners” 
to be released to friendlier territory right before kickoff of 
the Army-Navy Game. 

Those cadets temporarily attending the Naval Academy 
cross the fi eld and return to the warm embrace of the Corps 
of Cadets in the bleachers and those middies at West Point 
take their seats among the Brigade of Midshipmen. 

As the 113th iteration of this classic confrontation 
approaches, cadets and midshipmen may feel the need to 
stay alert as they fi nd clothes missing just before class or 
other unusual mishaps. After all, most have heard stories of 
the kidnapping of mascots and other pranks pulled all in the 
spirit of this friendly rivalry. 

Today, things may have changed a little, but cadets and 
midshipmen still fi nd differences and similarities between 
their academies and pranks are still the norm.

 Class of 2014 Midshipman Benjamin Huggins, a current 
West Point exchange student, said he likes West Point because 
it is a beautiful school with excellent people.

“West Point has much nicer facilities,” Huggins said. 
“The cadets complain consistently about the barracks being 
rundown or in need of repair, but I would take their rundown 
barracks over Navy’s, if I could have a room as big as 
theirs. West Point also has an amazing gym. 
Navy has no such gym for NARPs (non-
athletic regular people.)”

Huggins said the Naval 
Academy receives a lot more 
tourists and their formations 
are conducted without the 
type of vocal displays of 
enthusiasm associated with 
an Army formation. He also 
noticed how cadets have developed 
a pretty extensive lexicon to describe 
a midshipman.

“Cadets commonly refer to 
us through various names such 

West Point, Naval exchange students gear up for big game

It is customary for a cadet honor guard to march the “prisoners” across the field 
and release them to the Brigade of Midshipmen during the pre-game ceremonies 
of the Army-Navy Game. Likewise, cadets attending a semester at the U.S. Naval 
Academy cross over to join the Corps of Cadets in the bleachers to cheer on the 
Black Knights. The 113th iteration of this interservice rivalry happens 3 p.m. 
Saturday at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia.                        eric S. bartelt/PV

as  “Chie f , ”  “Squ id ,” 
“ S q u i d w a r d , ”  a n d 
“Middie,” but we have 
come to consider them 
terms of endearment,” he 
said. “Once though, I was 
doing self-service laundry 
one night. I was returning 
to pull my laundry from 
the dryer when I found two 
cadets standing over my 
laundry. They pulled it out 
to use the dryer and noticed 
it was Navy apparel. They 
were consulting one another 
as to whether they should 
place the laundry in the 
trashcan when I arrived. I 
settled the debate for them. 
I took it with me.”

As far as who is going 
to win the most anticipated 
football game this year?

“Army has a shot if 
they don’t fumble in the red 
zone,” he said. “Why dwell 
on childish dreams though, 
Navy will win.”

C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 4 
Midshipman Colton Peterson also pointed out some 

differences from the Naval Academy.
“The fi rst thing I noticed about West Point 

was they have an entirely different set 
of acronyms,” Peterson said. “My 

fi rst month or so was spent trying 
to get caught up on lingo, but 
I think I’ve been doing OK. 
Fortunately, I have not been 
subject to any pranks, just some 

good-natured ribbing. Don’t 
worry, I give it right back. I think 

the cadets are jealous of my uniforms, 
not to brag, but apparently the gray is 
not very popular in the Corps,” he said.

“On the whole, I’ve had a great 
time, met a lot of great people and 

learned a lot about the Army.”
Peterson’s thoughts on the game are, well, typical for a 

middie. 
“I’m going to have to go with America’s number one triple 

option, the Navy Midshipmen.”
Class of 2014 Cadet Robert Mayville said he enjoyed 

his time at Annapolis and has gained a different perspective 
during his time away from West Point.

“Although I may be in a different uniform, my company 
embraced me like family and I feel like I’ve known them 
since I was a plebe,” he said. “Naturally there are times where 
everyone likes to joke around about our differences with each 
other, but it’s all in good fun and I’ve enjoyed celebrating the 
rivalry. I honestly could not have asked for more from my 
experience here this semester.”

(Editor’s Note: All cadets and midshipmen in the 
exchange program were contacted for this story.)
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Cadets set for overnight delivery of Army-Navy Game ball
West Point Marathon team has participated in this long-distance Ball Run since 1994

Recalling a “13th Man” 
Army-Navy Game tradition
By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Before Army spirit videos 
went viral there was a time when 
support from West Point was 
delivered on foot and on paper.

In 1987, then Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Dave Palmer and Army 
Football Coach Jim Young wanted 
to bolster community spirit prior to 
the Army-Navy Football game, and 
called on the “13th Man” to show 
its support for the Black Knights.  
Frank Giordano was then deputy 
department head in Mathematical 
Sciences and helped organize the 
fi rst Spirit Gram Run to Veterans 
Stadium in Philadelphia. 

The faculty collected spirit 
messages from the West Point 
community and personal ly 
de l ive red  these  words  o f 
encouragement to the team  before 
the big game.

“The fi rst year, we mustered 
13 runners  from the Math 
Department,” Giordano said. 
“Each of us ran two legs for a total 
of about 12 miles each. Then we 
all ran the last mile so each of us 
ran 13 miles. I believe the route 

we ran was about 169 miles, and 
we did everything we could to 
symbolize the 13th Man.”

Lt. Gen. Rhett Hernandez, 
U.S. Army Cyber Command 
commanding general, was an 
instructor in the department then 
and remembers being amazed at 
the bags of spirit messages they 
collected from the schools and 
community.

“Their letters to players were 
really special,” the Class of 1976 
graduate said. “Tory Crawford, the 
quarterback, was my daughter’s 
and most kids’ idol. You can 
imagine how much mail we had 
for him.  I suspect there are players 
who still have a letter today.”

P a u l  H e i n e y,  a  s e n i o r 
math instructor at USMAPS, 
participated in the run in 1988 as 
a fi rst-year instructor. 

“It was a lot of work but it 
was well worth it,” he said. “We 
had fun and we felt good about 
providing something positive to 
the team as part of that 13th Man, 
as we were called.”

(Editor’s Note: This story has 
been expanded online at www.
usma.edu.)

Advice from a teammate in Morocco:
‘Don’t drop the ball’ 

It’s fun, it’s exhausting, but it’s also serious work. 
During the annual Army-Navy Game Ball Run, the West 
Point Marathon team does what they do best—run a 
very long distance. 

It also comes with an unofficial, yet ominous 
caveat—don’t drop the game ball.

Class of 2014 Cadet Alexander Jefferies has run 
the ball twice before and recalled the fi rst time in 2010 
when he decided to make things interesting. Stuck in the 
second van—which traditionally has the “night shift” 
runners—he chose to run his 10 miles shirtless at 4 

a.m. Today he recalls having sprinted to warm himself 
against the cold, early morning air. 

“When I was done, I couldn’t feel my hands, my 
face or, basically, any part of my upper body, but what 
I could defi nitely feel was the weight of that ball after 
running with it for 10 miles and the relief I felt that I 
did not drop it at all,” Jefferies said. 

Although he’s currently studying for a semester 
in Morocco, Jefferies wishes his teammates well this 
weekend and offered these words of encouragement:

“Beat Navy, run hard and don’t drop the ball.”

Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

For 19 years West Point marathoners have been an 
integral part of Army-Navy Game history as the long-
distance ball handlers representing the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.

Tonight, the West Point Marathon team continues 
the tradition. 

Eighteen cadets, one midshipman and several Army 
offi cers will depart from Daly Field during the Spirit 
Rally to run nearly 150 miles and deliver the ceremonial 
game ball to Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia on 
Friday evening. 

Marathon Team Captains Cadets Nate Einfeldt and 
Leora Reyhan are expected to receive the handoff from 
the Black Knights around 7 p.m., before making their 
way through the Corps of Cadets to start the overnight 
delivery.

“The Army-Navy Ball Run is such a special 
tradition—one that the team is very lucky to be a part 
of,” Reyhan said. “This is an event that we look forward 
to all year long.” 

The Class of 2015 cadet is an international relations 
and German major who said sometimes after a long day 
of academics it can be hard to muster the motivation to 
end every day with a long-distance run. Yet once the 
team assembles and begins training, there’s nothing 
else she’d rather do.

“Being a member of the team is a really special 
experience … we inspire each other and cheer each 
other on at practice and in races,” Reyhan said. “I’ve 
developed so much as a runner since being on the team, 
and I know I couldn’t do it without my teammates.” 

Last year, two midshipmen in the exchange program 
between the two academies became temporary team 

members for a semester and participated in the Ball 
Run. Today, Midshipman Thomas Rowland is the sole 
middie running the ball for the Army team.  

“I’m excited to run the ball with the Marathon team 
this year and get to see what the Ball Run means to 
them,” Rowland said. “It will be a great experience, 
especially being on the fi eld for the ‘prisoner exchange’ 
and being able to join Navy on the sideline. I can’t wait 
for Navy to get the Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy 
back.”

The Naval Academy also conducts a Ball Run,  
which fi rst began in 1982, according to a 2009 press 
release on the U.S. Navy website. However,  their roster 
of runners comes from the 13th Company. 

The West Point Marathon team has carried the 
weight since 1994 when the cadets made their fi rst 
150-mile trek to Veterans Stadium. The team took up 
the run after a several-year hiatus when the Corps of 
Cadets—one representative from each company— 
would carry the ball. That tradition began in 1984 
and four years later faculty from the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences developed their own spirit run 
(See side bar). Like the saying about old Soldiers, those 
traditions faded away until the Marathon team renewed 
the effort and the entire team is ready to represent the 
“12th Man,” once again.

“This is Army’s year, and running the ball to the 
greatest football rivalry of all time shows our support 
for an Army victory,” Class of  2015 Cadet Connor 
Roche said.

Look for the Marathon Team on the fi eld minutes 
before kickoff to offi cially hand over the game ball 
Saturday during the 113th meeting of the Army Black 
Knights and the Navy Midshipmen. 

Game time coverage begins at 3 p.m. on CBS with 
the March On scheduled for 12:15 p.m.

The West Point Marathon team leaves tonight to deliver the 
game ball in support of the annual Army-Navy Game Saturday.

On the Road with the West 
Point Marathon Team

The Pointer View will provide hourly coverage of the Marathon 
Team’s Ball Run on Twitter. You can follow @WestPoint_USMA 
(#ArmyNavy), and look for the post-run story on the USMA 
website and Army.mil Saturday morning, along with a photo 
gallery at www.fl ickr.com/photos/west_point/.

On the Road with the West 
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BRANCH NIGHT, cont’d from Page 1

Class of 2013 cadets shared the news among colleagues following the Branch 
Night ceremony at Eisenhower Hall Theatre Nov. 29.

Cadets conduct recon 
before Army-Navy Week
By Capt. Andrew P Betson 
Defense and Strategic Studies Program 

Though the nation’s oldest service 
academies’ football teams will soon face each 
other on the fields of friendly strife, six West 
Point cadets, enrolled in DS385: Sustaining 
the Force, visited Naval Submarine Base New 
London in Connecticut Nov. 28 to learn about 
undersea warfare logistics.  

DS385, an elective in the Defense and 
Strategic Studies Program, focuses on 
how military logistics influences national 
security. In accordance with the objectives 
of the course, the cadets gained firsthand 
understanding of the history of supplying a 
war and solving complex modern problems 
in joint logistics.  

During the visit, the cadets learned from 
the “Chop” (Naval Supply Officer, Ensign 
Patrick Coughlin) of the USS New Hampshire 
fast-attack nuclear submarine how supply 
officers sustain submariners while underway.  

They also learned about strategic logistics 
and high-level submarine maintenance during 
an academic discussion with representatives 
from various logistics support elements at 
the base.

The officers and sailors of the Virginia-
Class USS New Hampshire (SSN 778) 
treated the group to a tour and lunch. The 
tour included the entire forward area of the 
submarine, to include the torpedo bay, the 
vertical launch bay where guided missiles 

can be launched while submerged and on 
the move, and the galley. The cadets gained 
appreciation for logistics and for how little 
space is available on the boats.  

“(The country) can successfully project 
power due to the fact that the submariners are 
good at accounting for their supplies and they 
can manage space like no one’s business,” 
Class of 2013 Cadet Gordon McElroy said.  

Class of 2013 Cadet Lauren Lybbert said 
it was “interesting how everything is stored 
and how the sub is resupplied when it is 
deployed” after learning that submariners 
must “walk on their food” as it must be kept 
along the corridors under plywood when they 
first get underway.

One highlight of the tour was meeting 
the boat’s captain, Commander John 
McGunnigle, while having lunch in the 
Officer’s Wardroom. The cadets appreciated 
the opportunity to see the differences in 
officer life across the branches.

In addition to discussing submarine 
logistics,  cadets toured the Naval Submarine 
School’s Reconfigurable Submarine Piloting 
and Navigation Trainer, Damage Control 
(Wet) Trainer, Submarine Escape Trainer and 
Submarine Bridge Trainer.  

Naval Submarine Base New London 
is the home of the U.S. Navy’s Submarine 
School that trains basic knowledge and skills, 
provides refresher training and furnishes 
operationally-oriented support to submariners 
of all ranks. 

If you have been a victim of sexual assault, contact the 
West Point Helpline at 845-659-7467 (call or text).

major and I love it, so this branch was the 
natural choice for me,” Martin said.

Martin is one of 127 cadets entering the 
Corps of Engineers. Class of 2013 Cadet 
Lauren Heiliger, along with 33 others, will 
be joining the Ordnance Corps. The wait 
beforehand was excruciating for many, 
and although she received her third choice, 
Heiliger felt good about all her options.

“Over the course of tonight, I felt a little 
bit at peace that whatever happens will work 
out and I’d be proud to serve in any branch I 
was given,” Heiliger said. 

Ten members of the Army Football team 
will become infantry officers, to include 
Class of 2013 Cadet Nate Combs. The senior 
linebacker said it was a huge, time-consuming 
decision to make.

“I’ve been back and for th from 
quartermaster to infantry, aviation, military 
intelligence and, ultimately, it came down to 
what do I want to do for the next five years of 
my life …,” Combs said. “I really like leading 
people and I think (being in the infantry) is 
my best opportunity to do that.”

After most of the cadets exited the 
theater for further celebration, Class of 2013 
Cadet Catherine Clarke-pounder remained, 
with aisles of empty seats surrounding her. 
Hunched over, it was hard to tell whether the 
news was good or bad. In fact, it was good, 
and she was punching in the text to her parents 
on a phone. 

Clarke-pounder is branching Military 
Police and admitted having wanted to be a 
police officer long ago. It wasn’t her first 
choice, but the margin of satisfaction between 
that and what she got was miniscule, she said.

“It’s great news,” she said. “I’ve always 
wanted to be a cop in the civilian world, so it 
really appealed to me doing this in the Army.”

Several members of the Class of 1963—
the 50-Year Affiliation Class—were in 
attendance to share in the celebration with 
the Class of 2013 and sponsored the event, 
to include the guest speaker, retired Lt. Gen. 
Tom Carney.

“There’s really no wrong answer in that 
envelope, trust me on that,” Carney said. “We 
in ’63 have watched you all with great pride 
for three and a quarter years. We’re confident 
you’re going to do your duty for your country 
and you’re going to bring honor to your alma 
mater and the Long Gray Line, no doubt in 
my mind.”

Col. Glenn Goldman, Department of 
Military Instruction director, thanked the 
Class of 2013 for proving the new branching 
process successful. Since 1802 the order of 
merit has been the primary branching solution 
for every West Point class. Goldman said the 
Class of 2013 became the pioneers of a new 
model.

“We sincerely believe the new process 
will better serve the Army by more accurately 
aligning the vast and diverse amount of talent 
we have at this institution with the needs of 
the Army,” Goldman said. 

Goldman said the cadets fully participated 
in surveys and assessments, while taking 
advantage of opportunities through mentoring 
and branch education to make informed 
decisions unlike their predecessors. 

“Additionally, you very carefully 
considered the external assessment of your 
talent before making a final branch selection,” 
Goldman said. “I congratulate you, I salute 
you and I wish you all the best as you take this 
very significant step in your path to officership 
and to the profession of arms.”

(Editor’s Note: Managing Editor Eric 
Bartelt contributed to this report.)
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Cadet aCtivities Update
Judo Team: West Point Judo athletes participated at 

the Northeastern Collegiate Judo Championships Dec. 2 
in Paterson, N.J. This event was open to everyone and the 
athletes were challenged and demonstrated their warrior 
ethos in every division. The team brought back a total of 
23 medals. Cadets Chase Snow (Class of 2015), Patrick 
Hogan (2016) and Richard Mendoza (2014) captured gold 
in their respective novice divisions. Cadets also performed 
well in the brown belt divisions earning two gold medals, 
two silver and two bronze. Cadets Carson Giammaria 
(2014) and Stephen Patten (2014) won their divisions. 

Notable performances were given by Cadets John 
Barnes, Giammaria, Austin Bowman (2014), Patrick Diehl 
(2014) and Patten who fought well in the elite black belt 
divisions. The divisions were full of Olympic hopefuls 
and international athletes from Canada and South Africa. 
Diehl and Patten both placed third in very competitive and 
heavily-populated divisions. 

Inline Hockey Club: The West Point Inline Hockey 
Club traveled to Bridgeport, Conn., and beat the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy, 6-1, Dec. 1.

Speech Team: The West Point Speech Team 
competed against eight other universities at Vassar 
College’s American Parliamentary Debate Tournament in 
Poughkeepsie Nov. 30-Dec. 2. West Point’s novice teams 
placed second and third in the competition. 

Elsie Sannes Pinnell Art Forum: Seven cadets 
from the Elsie Sannes-Pinnell Art Appreciation Forum 
traveled to the Museum of Modern Art Dec. 1 in New 
York City. Highlights from the visit included viewing  
Van Gogh’s “The Starry Night,” Edvard Munch’s “The 
Scream,” and Picasso’s “Les Demoiselles d’Avignon.” 
The trip concluded with a nighttime view of the NYC 
skyline from the Rockefeller Center observation deck. 

The Cadet Strings recently presented its winter 
concert in the Haig Room Dec. 1. Conducted by 
U.S. Military Academy Band commander Lt. Col. 
Jim Keene, the performance featured Vaughn 
Williams' “Fantasia on Greensleeves” as well as 
other solo and chamber works. Members of the 
West Point Band also collaborated with the cadet 
ensemble in performing Mozart’s 25th Symphony 
and a medley of sing-along holiday selections. 
               PhotoS by MaSter Sgt. eric Miller/WeSt Point band

In tune for the holiday
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

West Point cadets strive for excellence 
academically, militarily and ethically. 
Approximately 289 cadets who are members 
of at least one honor society at West Point 
exemplify this. 

Cadet members of West Point honor 
societies attended the Phi Kappa Phi Dean’s 
Honor Society Luncheon Nov. 28 at the Cadet 
Mess Hall. 

The PKP is involved in the promotion 
of scholarly excellence. For this reason, 
a student-led luncheon was held to bring 
together the various cadet honor societies 
and provide a venue to present their missions 
to the Dean.

There were 36 cadet members of the Phi 
Kappa Phi, the oldest academic honor society 
in the United States, attending. 

“Phi Kappa Phi is from the initial letters of 
the Greek words forming its adopted motto: 
‘Philosophia Krateito Photôn, Let the love 
of learning rule humanity,’” Maj. Stephen 
Lewandowski, geography instructor in the 
Department of Geography and Environmental 
Engineering and public affairs officer 
representative of the club, said. “The mission 
is to recognize and promote academic 
excellence in all fields of higher education 
and to engage the community of scholars in 
service to others.” 

The local chapter of Phi Kappa Phi at 
West Point carries this mission on.

Class of 2013 Cadet John Costello, a 
member of Eta Kappa Nu, the society of 

electrical engineers said his chapter conducts 
trip sections outside of West Point to broaden 
cadets’ experience in engineering.

“One of the trips we are planning for 
next semester will include a trip to General 
Electric Research Labs and a trip to the IEEE 
Integrated STEM Education Conference of 
the Eta Kappa Nu Iota Phi Chapter,” Costello 
said.

With all the other responsibilities that a 
cadet has, it’s a wonder Costello has the time. 

“I enjoy the society because it helps 
me work on time management,” he said. 
“I also enjoy talking to younger cadets and 
challenging our instructors to help us enhance 
our knowledge.”

The West Point honor societies not only 
challenge themselves to excel, but also 
encourages others.

“We go out and encourage younger cadets 
to do well at West Point,” Class of 2015 
Cadet Barry Ball, president of The West Point 
National Society of Black Engineers, said. 
“Once a year we go to high school engineer 
expos and talk to students about math and 
engineering.”

The NSBE also encourages minorities 
and promotes public awareness to stimulate 
and develop student interest in the various 
engineering disciplines.

All the societies do some sort of outside 
work. Omicron Delta Kappa is an honor 
society dedicated to scholarship, athletics, 
campus/community service, social/religious 
activities, campus government, journalism, 
speech and the mass media and creative and 
performing arts. 

Honor societies present missions at Dean’s Luncheon

From left, Class of 2013 Cadet Orlando Sonza, Dean of the Academic Board 
Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor, the statue of Sylvanus Thayer, Class of 2013 Cadet 
Joseph Durso and  Lt. Col. Brian DeToy, Defense and Strategic Studies director, 
pose after Trainor and Thayer were presented with an honorary membership in 
the Phi Kappa Phi honor society. The Dean’s Honor Society Luncheon Nov. 28 
brought together cadet honor societies such as Phi Alpha Theta, the National 
History Honor Society and the National Society of Black Engineers and presented 
information about their respective honor societies.

Cadet members can be found collecting 
toys at Christmas for the Toys for Tots 
program and volunteering at the Special 
Olympics.

“It’s nice to be able to watch what 
everyone is doing and how they give back to 
society,” Lt. Col. Todd Woodruff, academy 
professor in the Department of Behavioral 
Sciences and Leadership, said. “Volunteer 
work is part of the charter and development 
process. Running Special Olympics and 

planning takes about 20 cadets who have the 
responsibility to run a large organization.”

Cadets who are asked to join the variety 
of honor societies at West Point must achieve 
at least a 3.0 grade point average.

At the end of the event, Dean of the 
Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor 
and a cardboard cutout of Sylvanus Thayer, 
known as the “father of West Point,” were 
made honorary members of the Phi Kappa 
Phi.

Lt. Col. Kenneth McDonald, Engineering Management program director for the Department of Systems 
Engineering, talks to cadets in the National Society of Black Engineers during the Dean's Honor Society 
Luncheon Nov. 28 at the Mess Hall. The luncheon brought a number of honor society members together for 
the first time to introduce and talk about their respective honor societies. Luncheon attendees included Phi 
Sigma Iota, the International Foreign Language Honor Society, Alpha Nu Sigma Honor Society for Nuclear 
Science and Engineering and Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society.
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Each year, the American Red Cross 
assists servicemembers by providing various 
means of support. They also spread cheer 
by enlisting the help of military and family 
members to write Christmas cards for active 
duty Soldiers. 

The West Point Girl Scouts did just that 
Sunday by creating Christmas cards during 
the “Caring Hearts Day,” part of the Red 
Cross Mail for Heroes Campaign. 

Carmen Kuhn, one of the Girl Scouts 
working on a card, said she enjoys helping 
to put a smile on a Soldier’s face.

“It’s a good idea,” Kuhn said. “They will 
enjoy getting a card, just to know people do 
care. If I were a Soldier, I would enjoy getting 
cards like this.”

Although the cards were the main purpose 
of the gathering, they were also there to 
congratulate Gabi Martinez, who received her 
Girl Scout Silver Award. Martinez’s project 
while working toward her award was a flag 
exchange. 

“I was reading about the flag and about 
Flag Day, so I decided to start an exchange of 
flags,” she said. “Anyone who had a torn or 
worn flag could exchange it for a new one.”

Martinez was presented with a cake––
with a flag decoration. She is passionate about 
the American flag. Last year, she wanted 
to do a project about celebrating Flag Day 
(June 14) and have people remember it by 
planting flags along the bridge near the Youth 
Center. Because of logistical problems, that 

unfortunately never happened. However, she 
did receive her Silver Award pin this year for 
her project and wears a duplicate of the pin as 
a necklace given to her by her parents.

“I’m a little proud (of the award) because 
most Scouts quit before they get one,” she 
said. “I am going to start working on my Gold 
Award when I can.”

Martinez said she’s in the Scouts for life, 
and although she enjoyed receiving the Silver 
Award, she was looking forward to sending 
cards to Soldiers.

“I’m so glad that so many people came 
out to make cards,” she said. “This will make 
Soldiers smile and it is worth it.”

Girl Scouts send greetings to deployed servicemembers

Isabelle Swank puts the final touches on a Christmas card Dec. 2 as she and other 
Girl Scouts crafted personal messages for Soldiers. The program is sponsored 
by the American Red Cross as part of the Mail for Heroes Campaign.

Gabi Martinez takes a look at the 
flag cake made in recognition of her 
receiving the Girl Scout Silver Award.
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Story and photo by Linda Mastin
Command Information Chief

More than 125 volunteers, including 
U.S. Military Academy cadets, USMA 
Preparatory School cadet candidates, a 
contingent of Vietnam veterans from the 
NAM Knights motorcycle group, local 
scouts and others from the greater West 
Point area gathered at the West Point 
Cemetery Dec. 1 to distribute some 850 
wreaths received from the Wreaths Across 
America program as part of the West Point 
“Remember-Honor” Ceremony. 

The event was organized by Todd 
Crowder, Ph.D., an associate professor 
in the Department of Physical Education, 
with assistance from Christina Overstreet, 
West Point Volunteer Coordinator; Kathleen 
Silvia, Cemetery director; and Jackie 
McNally, the mother of a West Point Class 
2008 graduate and track team member from 
Pennsylvania, who introduced Crowder to 
WAA and coordinates the donations and 
administrative duties with WAA for the 
West Point event and who also brings a 
contingent of volunteers to the West Point 
ceremony.

This is the third year West Point has 
participated in the program, which began 
in 1992 when founder Morrill Worcester, a 
wreath company owner from Maine, joined 
a dozen others in honoring the nation’s 
veterans by placing 5,000 wreaths on 
headstones at Arlington National Cemetery. 

Twenty years later, the wreath-laying 
effort continues across the country at 
veterans’ cemeteries and monuments with 
West Point being one of them.

Inspired by the mission of the nonprofit 
organization and West Point’s mission of 
producing leaders of character, Crowder 
and McNally established West Point as a 
registered cemetery in 2010. 

Crowder coordinates the West Point 
piece and works with McNally, Overstreet 
and Silvia to ensure the wreaths are properly 
distributed by the volunteers. 

While the primary focus for this year’s 
wreath laying was in Sections 35 and 36 
at the back of the cemetery, volunteers 
were encouraged to honor individuals with 
wreaths on their gravesites as well.

To learn more about the program 
and how to participate, visit www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org/.

West Point community gathers to “Remember-Honor”

The Corps of Cadets was represented Dec. 1 among the West Point community 
members participating in “Remember-Honor” Ceremony at West Point Cemetery. 
(Above) Class of 2016 Cadets Othie Freeny (standing in front), Stevyn Spees and 
Lindsay Gabow (in the background) place wreaths along the headstones.
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CYSS Friday Night SAC Night at the 
Lee CDC

Drop your children off from 6:30-9:30 
p.m. Dec. 14 for Pajamas and a Movie Night 
at the Lee CDC.

Open to all children in grades 1-5. There is 
a minimal activity fee for the evening event. 

To make reservations, call 938-8530.
Payment is due at the time reservations 

are made.

Membership Appreciation Night 
Dinner and Drive

Join the West Point Club from 5-8 p.m. 
Dec. 21 in the Hudson Room for a free dinner 
for Club members.

Bring someone who joins and receive a 
gift. Not a member? No problem. Become a 
member and your dinner is on us. 

There is a dining fee for non-members. 
For more information, call 938-5120.

Round Pond 2013 Seasonal Campsite 
Lottery

Applications are now available for the 
Seasonal Campsite Lottery at the Round 
Pond offi ce. 

Nine seasonal sites are available. Lottery 
selections will be made Jan. 3. Applications 
must be received by Jan. 2.

The categories are as follows:
Category 1: Active duty Army assigned 

to West Point;
Category 2: Active duty Army not assigned 

to West Point;
Category 3: Active duty other branches 

not assigned to West Point;
Category 4: Retired military; 
Category 5: All other eligible.
For more information, call 938-2503/3860.

Benny Haven Bar open three nights 
weekly 

The West Point Club’s Benny Haven Bar 
is open three nights weekly with a bar menu 
available.

The hours of operation are 4-10 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 4-11 p.m. Thursdays and 4-11 
p.m. Fridays.

Come to the bar Fridays from 4-6 p.m. for 
Happy Hour while enjoying the bar menu.

All departments are welcomed. 
For more information, call 938-5120. 

Point and the Army can improve your quality 
of life, the Army Family Action Plan program 
wants to hear about it.  

Issues will be reviewed and prioritized at 
the annual installation AFAP conference in 
February 2013. Issue forms can be submitted 
anonymously.  

Submit an issue, complete a form at www.
westpointmwr.com/afap.htm. Issues are due 
no later than Jan. 15.  

Call 938-3655 or email christina.
overstreet@usma.edu  for addit ional 
information.

Be an agent of change with Army 
Family Action Plan

Community members are invited to 
participate in the 2013 AFAP Conference 
Feb. 4-7,  2013.  

Soldiers, family members, civilian 
employees, retirees and youth can serve as 
delegates. With supervisor approval, the 
conference will be the place of duty for 
Soldiers and civilian employees.  

Lunch will be provided throughout the 
conference. On a case-by-case basis, limited, 
free childcare is available for volunteers 
supporting the conference.  

Registration forms are due no later than 
Jan. 31.

For more information or to register, visit 
www.westpointmwr.com/afap.htm or email 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu. 

Arts and Crafts Shop December 
classes

The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop has 
several classes in the month of December.

• Try a cooking class with Maggie with a 
Polish night out theme at 5-7 p.m. tonight at 
the Lee CDC Kitchen;

• Take a lunch hour class making a cadet 
ornament from 11:30 a.m-1:30 p.m. Friday;

• Bring the family for a Felt Stocking class 
from 10-11 a.m. Saturday;

• Try a free cake decorating class from 
5-7 p.m. Saturday and bring your own frosting 
and cake decorating bags and tips;

• From 5-7 p.m. Tuesday and Dec. 18,  
make a holiday apron or gloves and head band 
with two sewing classes. 

Please bring two yards of fabric or an old 
sweater. Registration and prepayment are 
required for all classes. 

For more information, call 938-4812.

Yoga with Angie
Combat stress and tension with yoga, no 

experience required.  
Classes with Angie are scheduled at 5 p.m. 

Mondays for beginners. All levels yoga is at 
6:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesday. 

Vinyasa Flow starts at 10:10 a.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.  

For more information, call 938-6490.

Morgan Farm Army-Navy weekend 
special

Morgan Farm Kennels is offering three 
nights for the price of two for Army-Navy 
weekend. 

Drop off your pet Friday and pick it up 
on Monday. 

Morgan Farm offers spacious climate-
controlled accommodations. Grooming will 
also be available. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-3926.

Radio City Music Hall Christmas 
Spectacular (updated)

Leisure Travel Services is selling tickets 
for the Monday viewing of the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular  in the 3rd Mezzanine 
seating. The two other showings are now 
sold out.

All performances begin at 5 p.m. 
Departure from West Point is at 1 p.m. as 
the trip includes motor coach transportation. 
Return to West Point will be immediately after 
the performance.  

For more information, call LTS at 938-
3601.

Project Angel Tree
The Project Angel Tree program is 

presented by BOSS, ACS and the Exchange 
and will be held through Tuesday. 

Pick a decoration with the age and gender 
of a West Point child and purchase an age 
appropriate gift with wrapping paper.  

Put the gift and the decoration from the 
tree in a box and return it under the tree. 

Thank you for your generosity and 
making a child’s Christmas morning special. 

For more information, call 938-4690.

ACS Hearts Apart Support Group
Join Army Community Service and 

Hearts Apart for a monthly gathering to build 
resiliency, camaraderie and self-reliance.  

Each event will begin with valuable 
education and training and follow up with 
optional crafting time with friends.  

The next session will be held at ACS from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 13 with the class “Stress 
Management for the Holidays.”

Snacks and activities for kids will be 
provided.

For more information, call 845-938-3487 
to reserve your spot today. 

Space is limited. 

Army Digital Photography Show
The Army Digital Photography Show 

can be seen through Dec. 14 at the West 
Point Club.  

Make sure to vote for your favorite photo 
during the club’s regular operating hours. 

The people’s choice winner of the show 
will win a free framing class at the Arts and 
Crafts Shop. 

For more information, call 938-4812.

ACS Community Holiday Party
Join ACS for a community holiday party  

from 4-6 p.m. Dec.14 at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
Light refreshments will be served and  you 

can have your child’s photo taken with Santa. 
RSVP to Monica Orecchio at 938-3487.

Parents Night Out
The Stony CDC is giving parents the night 

off from 4:30-11:30 p.m. Dec. 15. 
Reservations are required by Tuesday. 
Children must be six weeks to 10 years 

old. All children must be registered with 
CYSS to participate. 

A light snack will be served. There is a 
minimal fee for this event. 

For more information, call 938-3921.

Community Holiday Party for your 
department

Looking for a special place with a festive 
atmosphere for your holiday party? Look no 
further then the West Point Club. 

You can have your holiday party from 
5-10 p.m. Dec. 20 in the Grand Ballroom, 
with music provided all night. 

The Club will provide a miniature tree 
and you will need to bring the decorations to 
personalize your table’s centerpiece.  

Dinner and a cash bar will be available 
for a minimal price per person. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-5120.

ACS’ Relocation Readiness workshops
There are several ACS’ Relocation 

Readiness workshops available in the next 
two months. The workshops include:

• PCS workshops, 9-10 a.m. Dec. 20;
• Overseas Briefi ng workshop, 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Dec. 21;
• Sponsorship Training workshop, 9-10 

a.m. Dec. 28.
All workshops are held at ACS Bldg. 622. 
For more information, call 938-3487.

Golf ProShop Holiday sale
Get yourself ready for the next golf season 

during the ProShop holiday sale at the West 
Point Golf Course. 

Purchase your 2013 annual pass at the 
2012 rates. Draw chances to win from 5-30 
percent off your merchandise purchases. 

A great time to get that special gift for a 
special golfer in your life. 

The ProShop is open from 9 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

For more information, call 938-2435.

Morgan Farm holiday kenneling
Heading out for the holidays? Give your 

family pet a home away from home for the 
holiday season at Morgan Farm.  

For more information, call 938-3926.

Call for AFAP issues (updated)  
If you have a suggestion on how West 
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monthly commuting costs.  
Interested employees should contact Rosanne Chess 

at 938-2873 or by email for information about Mass 
Transportation Benefi t Program. 

Visit www.militaryvanpool.com or www.vride.com 
to learn more about vanpooling and take a tour of the vans.

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. The ability 
to swim is a prerequisite. 

Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-
Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. 

There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons 
when available. 

For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 
at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

 
African Cities and Globalization lecture

Join the EV485 Topics in African Development and  
Geography class for a guest lecture by Dr. Garth Myers 
on African Cities and Globalization from 9:50-10:45 a.m. 
Monday in Washington Hall, Room 6302.

The lecture concentrates on urban studies analyses of 
globalization and that globalization has profoundly impacted 
African cities in diverse and complicated ways.

Cadets and staff and faculty are invited to the lecture.
For more information, contact Kristine Ringler, Minerva 

Research Initiative research associate, at 938-7947.

Antlerless take reopens
The antlerless take will reopen for the late part of the 

muzzleloader/archery season starting Monday. At this time, 
antlerless deer may be taken at West Point.

For those interested, Natural Resources still has a number 
of the nuisance deer management permits available. These are 
for the on-post ‘J’ areas only. 

Interested hunters may sign out a tag for the whole season. 
There are also some for a one-day borrow, for those who aren’t 
sure they will be needing a tag long term.

You can pick them up at the Natural Resources Building 
#144 on Ruger Road starting Friday. Call ahead at 938-
7122/2314 to make sure someone is in the offi ce. 

If you have more questions, call Chris Pray, Natural 
Resources manager, at 938-7122.

Hanukkah Lighting Ceremony
There will be a Hanukkah Lighting ceremony from 7-7:30 

p.m. Tuesday in front of the Jewish Chapel.
For more information, contact Max Maxfi eld, Chapel 

administrator, at 938-2710/2766.

MILCHEM Lecture
A MILCHEM lecture will be given at 7:30 a.m., 9:50 a.m. 

and 1:55 p.m. Dec. 13-14 in Arnold Auditorium (Mahan Hall).  
The lecture will cover the basic science behind current 

Army systems: C-RAM (Counter Rocket, Artillery and 
Mortar), SWIPES (Soldier Worn Integrated Power Equipment 
System), SPM (Squad Power Manager) and explosive devices.  

There will be displays supporting each of the systems and 
time after the lecture to talk to representatives.

For more information, call Lt. Col. Charles Elliott at 
938-4190.

Civilian Health Benefits Fair
The 2012-13 Federal Health Benefi ts Open Season is 

through Monday. The fair will include representatives from 
FEHB providers (health, dental, vision), Occupational Health 
(fl u shots), American Federation of Government Employees 
and the Civilian Personnel Advisory Center.

For more information, contact Karen Wood at 938-2253 
or karen.wood@usma.edu.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Tuesday-Dec. 14;
• Jan. 7-11;
• Jan. 15-18;
• Feb. 12-15;
• March 5-8;
• March 26-29.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Celebrate Christmas at Knox’s Headquarters State 
Historic Site

For two Christmases, John and Catherine Ellison shared 
their home with the offi cers and soldiers of the Continental 
Army. Over the winter of 1780-81, Gen. Henry Knox, his 
wife Lucy and children were there, while two years later it 
was Gen. Horatio Gates and his military family of aides de 
camp who shared in the season’s festivities.  

From 5-8 p.m. Dec. 15 and 2-6 p.m. Dec. 16, tour the 1754 
Ellison house that is decorated for Christmas and staffed by 
Revolutionary War era costumed interpreters.  

Knox’s Headquarters is located at 289 Forge Hill Road, in 
Vails Gate, New York, three miles southeast of the intersection 
of I-87 and I-84.  

For more information, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22.

West Point Band’s holiday concert
The West Point Band will present its annual holiday 

celebration, “A West Point Holiday,” at 3 p.m. Dec. 15-16. 
Featuring the Quintette 7, and the combined forces of the 
Concert Band and Jazz Knights, the concert promises to be a 
multi-media extravaganza celebrating the spirit of the season. 

If you have the opportunity to arrive early, the West Point 
Steel Band will be performing in the lobby beginning at 2 p.m. 

The performances will take place at Eisenhower Hall 
Theatre and are open and free to the public. 

Free tickets can be downloaded at www.usma.edu/band. 
The concerts will feature a wide variety of holiday tunes, 

ranging from Silent Night to You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch. 
Also included are The Chanukah Story, The Twelve Days of 
Christmas and Santa Claus is Coming to Town. 

In attendance will be a certain visitor from the North Pole, 
so make sure to bring the children.

Free shuttle bus service will be available to the public for 
both performances. Patrons are encouraged to drop off their 
guests at Eisenhower Hall and use the free service. 

More information, including a detailed map, can be found 

by visiting www.westpointband.com or by calling 938-2445.
For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 

938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com.

Santa’s Toy Box
It is Highland Falls Mayor Joe D’Onofrio’s goal that no 

child goes without a present to open this Christmas.
For the 20th year, the mayor has placed a “Toy Box” in 

the lobby of the Village Hall for residents to kindly donate a 
new, unwrapped toy that will make its way to a child within 
the community.

Gifts for children in the categories of “tot,” “child,” or 
“teen” can be dropped of in the Village Hall lobby from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday through Dec. 18.

For more information, call 845-446-3400.

Write a letter to Santa
Children have a chance to write Santa and Highland Falls 

Mayor Joe D’Onofrio will make sure the letter gets to Old 
Saint Nick.

Letters should be sent to Santa, c/o The Mayor, 303 Main 
Street, Highland Falls, NY 10928. To get the letters to Santa 
on time and get an answer back to the children, the letters 
need to be at Village Hall by Dec. 19.

To ensure a response, the letters must include the child’s 
name and address, preferrably written by a parent or guardian.

Reading Efficiency Course enrollment
There will be a Reading Effi ciency Course, also known 

as the Speed Reading Course, that is open to all cadets, staff 
and faculty Jan. 14-Feb. 11.

There will 10 easy lessons as part of the course.
For more information, call 938-2871. The course point of 

contact is 2nd Lt. Kaitlyn Kelly at 938-6213. 

Trees for Troops
Trees for Troops organization is coming to West Point 

again. Community members have the opportunity to receive 
one of the free, live Christmas trees by registering on the 
Army Community Service facebook page at www.facebook.
com/WestPointArmyCommunityService and clicking on 
the Trees for Troops tab.  

You must “like” the page in order to enter. It is open only 
to eligible military ID card holders: Active duty, Reserve, 
National Guard, retirees and their family members.  

For more information, call 938-4621. 

Public Administration Program at AEC
John Jay College’s Master of Public Administration 

Program at West Point is now accepting new students for Fall 
II and Spring I sessions.

For more information, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite 
administrator, at 446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com

Mass Transit Benefit Program
The rising cost of gasoline and increased commuter 

traffi c on the roadways have many people considering mass 
transportation alternatives, including bus transportation, rail 
travel and vanpooling. 

With the aid of the Mass Transit Benefi t Program, federal 
employees can receive up to $125 a month to supplement 
their commuting costs. 

The funds are managed monthly on a personal debit card 
and can be used like cash for bus tickets, train rides or van-
pooling related costs. 

Currently, 90 employees at West Point are taking 
advantage of this benefit and are greatly reducing their 

At Your Leisure
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January Blood Drive Kickoff meeting                                                                                               
There will be a Kickoff Campaign Meeting from 2-3 p.m. 

today in the Army Education Center Bldg. 683, Training 
Room #10, in preparation for the upcoming Armed Services 
Blood Program’s Blood Drive Jan. 7-10.  

It is requested that appointed key personnel from each 
activity attend this meeting. 

Provide the names of those attending to Mary Mandia 
at 938-2583 or via email at Mary.Mandia@amedd.army.mil 
before the meeting today.

Hospital closure
The Pharmacy Department will be closed Saturday 

for a scheduled power outage. We apologize for any 
inconvenience and thank you for your understanding.

Not all children develop the same way … some 
need extra help                                                       

If you are a military family that resides at West Point 
and have a child ages birth to 3 years old with concerns 

Keller Corner

Friday—Won’t Back Down, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Closed because of Army-Navy Game.
The TheaTer schedule also can be found aT 

WWW.ShoPMyexchange.coM.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752
NOW SHOWING

 • Holiday celebration—Join Balfour Beatty 
Communities for a holiday celebration from 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 13 at a location to be named. 

There will be seasonal treats, toys and a variety of 
holiday crafts for all participants. 

If you plan on joining us for this event, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com to register by Friday. 

Holiday attire is optional as Santa will be joining us. 
Don’t forget to bring a camera for a photo moment 

with Santa.

• Letters to Santa—Write a letter and drop it into 
Santa’s special letterbox at 132 Bartlett Loop by Dec. 17 
for a guaranteed delivery to Santa before Christmas. 

BBC will get it to the “Big Man” at the North Pole 
just for you.

• Holiday Candy Guess—Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop 
through Dec. 17 to take an educated  guess as to how many 
candies are in the jar. 

You could be the one who wins it all. 
The winner will be announced Dec. 18.

• Mitten Tree—To help those who need a little more 
warmth this season, Balfour Beatty Communities will have 
its annual Mitten Tree at 132 Bartlett Loop. 

The mitten tree is decorated with your donations of 
gently used or new mittens, hats, gloves and scarves. 

All items will be donated to a local shelter on Dec. 18. 
If you would like to donate, just come in and help us 

decorate. 
Let’s make our tree the warmest at West Point.

• Holiday House Decorating Contest—Show your 
holiday spirit by decorating your house. BBC encourages 
everyone to get in on the fun. 

Homes must be nominated in order to be judged. To 
nominate your home or anyone’s home, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com. 

All nominations must be submitted by Dec. 19. 

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Dec. 6-13
Command Channel 8/23

Army Newswatch 
Today, Friday and Monday 

through Dec. 13
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

See SUDOKU SOLUTION, Page 2

relating to communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior and/or social 
interactions, contact the Educational and Developmental 
Intervention Services office.  

At West Point, the EDIS office is located at Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Bldg. 900.  

The number to call for information and assistance is 
938-2698/6868.

 

FAST CLASS
ASVAB/AFCT Score Improvement

The West Point Education Center is offering a FAST 
Class to improve ASVAB/AFCT scores from 12:30-4:30 
p.m. Jan. 8-28. An enrollment form can be obtained from 
your education counselor.

A prior TABE D test is mandatory for all FAST 
Class participants, which is scheduled Dec. 20, as well 
as a memo from the student’s commander. Contact the  
Education Center for the Commander’s memo.  

AFCT (in-service ASVAB) is administered to 
Soldiers wanting to raise their ASVAB scores, including 
GT score, after the class completion. DA Form 4187 is 
required to take AFCT; other eligibility requirements 
also apply.

For more information, call 938-3464/5389 DSN 688-
3464/5389 or email nancy.judd@usma.edu.

West Point contributions 
to U.S. history/war

The Battle of Fredericksburg
Nearly 150 years ago, on Dec. 13, 1862, the Union 

army forces under Maj. Gen. Ambrose P. Burnside 
attacked the Confederate army commanded by Gen. 
Robert E. Lee at Fredericksburg, Va. 

The Battle of Fredericksburg was a major battle and 
one of the bloodiest engagements of the war. 

Burnside, USMA Class of 1847, commanded the Army 
of the Potomac after Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan 
was relieved on Nov. 5, 1862, and developed his plan to 
march on Richmond, the Confederate capital, through 
Fredericksburg. 

After delays and logistical problems, the Union army 
of 114,000 soldiers crossed the Rappahannock River, 
fought through the town and then deployed along a four-
mile front at the base of some hills west of the city. 

Lee, USMA Class of 1829, had anticipated this move, 
but also desired a defensive battle. Therefore, his Northern 
Virginia force of some 72,000 troops were well entrenched 
and prepared for the onslaught.

Burnside organized his army into major “Grand 
Divisions” of several corps each and assaulted the 
Confederate positions, but the attacks were not well 
coordinated. 

There was much confusion because of leadership 
failures and the limitations of communications of the era. 

Eventually, Burnside had to withdraw his army across 
the river in defeat and losing some 13,000 casualties. Lee’s 
triumphant Rebel army repulsed nearly a dozen separate 
attacks that day, losing about 5,000 men as a result. 

The Battle of Fredericksburg led to Lee’s 
greatest tactical victory months later in May 1863 
at Chancellorsville, and also added to his and the 
Confederate army’s growing luster as nearly invincible. 

Burnside was eventually replaced in early 1863 and 
the Army of the Potomac went back into camp north of the 
Rappahannock and awaited spring and a new campaign 
season.

(Editor’s note: West Point history notes were provided 
by Sherman Fleek, U.S. Military Academy historian.) 
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Q  AA player’s perspective ... Nate Combs
   ARMY-NAVY FOOTBALL

&
By Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor

Each season has its fair share of challenges 
that football players must contend with both 
mentally and physically. This year proved 
to be another gauntlet that Army senior 
linebacker Nate Combs was willing to accept 
and conquer.

Combs dealt with injury again, missing 
two games due to a shoulder problem, much 
like in 2010 when he missed all but one drive 
when he injured his knee in the season opener. 
However, when Combs is on the field, he is a 
playmaker, a game-changer and the ultimate 
leader on the defensive side of the ball.

The 113th installment of the Army-Navy 
rivalry takes place Saturday at Philadelphia’s 
Lincoln Financial Field with the big incentive 
of the Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy at stake. 
The CIC Trophy is on the line due to Navy’s 
(7-4) 28-21 overtime win over Air Force and 
the Black Knights’ 41-21 victory over the 
Falcons earlier in the season.

While the season as a whole has been a 
disappointment for Army because of a 2-9 
record, defeating the Midshipmen would 
wash much of the pain away.

If Army were to beat Navy this year, 
chances are Combs will be a major part of it; 
such has been the case in the last two academy 
games he’s played. 

Last season, in his first Army-Navy Game 
start, Combs made a career-high nine tackles, 
two sacks and recovered a fumble. Then, this 
season versus Air Force, he finished with eight 
tackles, a fumble recovery for a touchdown 
and an interception that ended Air Force’s 
final drive.

It’s been an up and down year, but when 

the Pointer View sat down with Combs for a 
Q&A feature, the focus was on the positives, 
including the Air Force victory, his style of 
play, leadership and the road that lies ahead 
for the newly-branched future infantry officer.

Pointer View: Despite the loss against 
Navy last year, what did it mean to you to 
have a big game on that platform and to be 
involved in the Army-Navy rivalry?

Nate Combs: “It felt good. I’m kind 
of glad I was a part of that because it makes 
me that much more confident going into this 
one. We had a lot of defenders who actually 
got some experience during that game, so 
we won’t have the “huge” eyes when we go 
out there Saturday … because we are young 
all around.

“I felt good about my play, but the one 
thing I felt bad for was our seniors, guys like 
(Steven) Erzinger and Andrew Rodriguez— 
those guys had been my mentors here, guys I 
looked toward and to see their (emotion) after 
the game was kind of depressing. I don’t want 
any of the seniors to look like that this year.”

PV: You lead the team in a bunch of 
defensive categories (sacks, tackles for loss, 
forced fumbles, fumble recoveries) this year; 
describe your style of play at linebacker that 
allows you to be a playmaker on defense?

NC: “I try to get in the backfield every 
play and cause chaos—every play—and 
that’s my goal, to cause chaos and have the 
offensive coordinator to not know what to do 
the next play. 

“How is he going to defeat this? I try to 
make sure I set up other plays as well. I always 
try to make sure (sophomore linebacker) 
Geoffery Bacon’s involved and (sophomore 
defensive back) Hayden Pierce too. We’ve 
got to get those guys involved in the game 

Senior linebacker Nate Combs and sophomore defensive lineman Joe Drummond dive 
for a loose ball in the end zone versus Air Force Nov. 3. Combs  (front) came up with 
the ball and touchdown that sealed Army’s 41-21 victory over the Falcons.           
                         PhotoS by toMMy gilligan/USMa Pao

and make sure they are mentally in the game 
as well.”

PV: How has coaching proved to be a 
catalyst in your development as a player?

NC: “I think (Coach Rich Ellerson) has 
given me the big picture of things. When 
I first came here, I only knew my position 
group in a sense that I would only know 
what the linebackers do, but Coach E really 
breaks it down well and where the defense is 
supposed to fit accordingly. 

“He knows where everybody needs to 
be on every play with different fronts and 
so forth, and me getting that knowledge 
has helped me tremendously as a player, 
especially these last two seasons.”

PV: You bring a lot of energy to the field, 
emotionally-charged some would say. How 
important is it for you to know you’ve left 
everything on the field at the end of the day?

NC: “I think that’s a given, I think my 
brothers on the team would say that I’m 
giving it all every play and I would expect 
the same from them. That’s one of the things 
as a leader of the team you make sure you are 

doing because there’s a trickledown effect that 
will affect everybody on the team. 

“People like Trent (Steelman), myself 
(and other leaders) must make sure we’re 
giving it our all every play because the team 
will emulate that and follow you—that means 
a lot to me and I try to make sure I do that 
every game.”

PV: You’ve scored two career touchdowns 
—against Fordham last year and Air Force 
this year—but let’s talk specifically about 
scoring against Air Force and describe the 
energy on the field and in the stadium after 
what had basically cemented the victory? 

NC: “It felt good. When I saw that ball 
out, I was wondering who was going to grab 
it. I kind of had that feeling last year against 
Navy too because I was actually blocking for 
whoever was going to grab it, then nobody 
grabbed it so I finally fell on it (in the Navy 
game). 

“It’s one of those instances, a surprise 
effect, where I kind of cancel out the energy 
from the fans and stuff, but to see my 

See COMBS, Page 13
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Swimming and Diving shatter academy records at Brown Big Bear Open  
Army and Community Sports

COMBS Q&A, cont’d from Page 12
teammates come up to me and congratulate me is an amazing 
feeling and seeing the coaches (happy), knowing that we 
finally did what we’ve been working for, for this long, and to 
give us the opportunity to win the CIC was amazing.”

PV: With the Air Force victory, was there a big weight 
lifted from the team’s shoulders after beating one of the 
academy rivals for the first time in seven years?

NC: “I think there was, not only with the football team, but 
I felt like the school itself … people were walking differently, 
a lot more confident in a way. We still have Navy obviously, 
but going into Navy I think we have more confidence because 
we played so well against Air Force. 

“That was the Army team we were looking for all season 
and it showed up, and now we have another chance to show 
up on a bigger stage.”

PV: Like the Air Force victory, how special would a victory 
against Navy be, not only to sing the alma mater second, but 
to capture the CIC Trophy that hasn’t been here since 1996?

NC: “It would be unbelievable, not only for the team 
and the seniors, but also for the Army itself. I think the Army 
has been waiting to erupt to get that CIC back finally and to 
brag about it. That will give us a chance for something to 
brag about, especially right now that we’ve been in a decade 
of war—our guys need something, and maybe this will do 
something that they can grasp around and cheer for.”

PV: I know you mentioned about your brothers, talk about 
guys like Trent Steelman, going back to the U.S. Military 
Academy Preparatory School, and  your senior brothers, 
all the victories, all the defeats and adversity you’ve been 
through —how special is this group?

NC: “This group is phenomenal. We’ve been with each 
other for some, the direct admits, four years and a lot of us 
prepsters five years, and the things we’ve been through. Most 
of us, like myself, we were recruited by Coach (Stan) Brock 

and then we had Coach E come in, the adversity that erupted 
from that was the unknown, such as, am I still going to be 
playing football? 

“We lost a lot of guys going through our four years, not 
only from the football team but school, who we were all pretty 
close to … we really got close and really understood what’s 
at stake here, we see the big picture of the Army football 
program and we’re trying to leave that legacy behind. I think 
the CIC Trophy is one way we can leave our legacy on the 
Army football program.”

PV: Injuries have played a big part of your collegiate 
career. How tough was it from a competitive aspect to watch 
from the sidelines knowing you can be a difference maker 
out there?

NC: “That is a huge thing being a guy like myself. I hate 
watching that kind of stuff especially after losing those two 
games this season. I told myself after my sophomore season 
that I would never watch another game from the sidelines 
and this season was the first time I had to sit out (since then).

“I was kind of disappointed in myself because I wish I 
could have done something. I’m still disappointed that I could 
have somehow done something in some way to play in those 
games to help our team, maybe be a difference in our record. 
But, I just try to focus on the next target, and right now that’s 
Army-Navy.”

PV: This is your last game, there’s no bowl game, and 
in 2010, you basically missed the whole season except for 
one drive with a knee injury. How tough was it to be on the 
sidelines when the team beat SMU in the bowl game and, with 
that, can the CIC Trophy be a nice substitute?

NC: “You know some of the players still joke around about 
that, that I wasn’t really a part of that season. It would be kind 
of cool to actually make sure I contribute to something like 
this (winning the CIC) because, yes, I was a part of the team 

(in 2010) but I didn’t really contribute as much as I wanted 
to. But, to contribute to something like this, a victory in my 
last game would be a tremendous feeling.”

Senior linebacker Nate Combs scored his first 
collegiate touchdown last season in the snow versus  
Fordham. He returned the fumble 52 yards for the 
score during a 55-0 win Oct. 29, 2011.

By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Natalie Beale had a hand in a 
pair of academy records to spark the Army 
women, and senior Ayman Andrews and 
freshman William Dempsey shattered school 
marks on the men’s side as the Black Knights 
closed out competition at the Brown Big Bear 
Open in Providence, R.I., Sunday.

The Black Knight men finished the three-
day meet with 735.5 points to place third 
overall. Princeton took the men’s title with 
1,008 points, while Dartmouth (772) edged 
Army for second place. 

Brown (466.5), Columbia (450.5) and 
Rider (236.5) occupied the bottom half of 
the six-team field.

The Army women, meanwhile, racked up 
352 points to place fifth as a team. Princeton 
won the women’s meet with 1,024 points. 
Yale (802) finished runner-up, followed by 
Brown (618), Dartmouth (538) and Army. 
New Hampshire (256), Rider (125) and 
Columbia (64) rounded out the eight-team 
field.

“I am extremely proud of all of our 
athletes,” Army head coach Mickey Wender 
said. “It was a very good mid-season 

experience for both of our teams. We learned a 
lot, and it will serve us well moving forward.”

Beale, who enjoyed a remarkable 
weekend, began the evening session by 
establishing the academy standard in the 200-
yard backstroke. 

The first-year standout placed third 
overall with a clocking of 2 minutes, 0.40 
seconds. Beale then joined junior Grace 
Hamilton, junior Juliette Wallerstein and 
freshman Molly Mucciarone on Army’s 400-
yard freestyle relay team that shattered that 
school record with a time of 3:28.13.

Hamilton also excelled individually, 
finishing eighth in the 100-yard freestyle 
(51.61) after clocking the third-best time 
in school history during the preliminaries 
(51.58). 

Mucciarone authored a 10th-place finish 
in the 100 free with the second-fastest time 
in academy history (51.53). 

Wallerstein, meanwhile, placed 14th in the 
100 free (52.36) after posting the fifth-best 
time in Army history during the preliminaries 
(52.09).

Sophomore Keeli McNeary added an 
11th-place showing in the 200 backstroke, 
touching the wall in 2:04.46. 

Andrews broke the 25-year-old school 

record in the 200-yard butterfly, finishing 
second overall with a clocking that meets the 
NCAA “B” standard (1:47.59). 

Freshman Zach Blankenbeker finished 
fifth in the 200 fly, touching the wall in the 
fifth-best time in academy history (1:50.71). 

Three other Black Knights scored points 
in the 200 fly with junior Wesley Trumbauer 
(1:51.18), freshman Sam Mo (1:53.14) and 
sophomore Will Viana (1:54.46) placing 
sixth, 13th and 16th, respectively.

Dempsey led the way for Army in the 200-
yard backstroke as the first-year swimmer 
broke the school record and placed fourth 
overall with a clocking of 1:49.50. 

Junior Kenny Yacynych chipped in a 
13th-place showing in the 200 back (1:52.96).

Sophomore Joon Chung finished fifth in 
the 200-yard breaststroke to lead a strong 
showing for the Black Knights in the event. 
Chung touched the wall in 2:03.81 in the 
finals after clocking the fifth-fastest time in 
Academy history during the preliminaries 
(2:02.58). 

Three other Army breaststrokers scored 
points for the Black Knights in the 200 breast 
with freshman Colin Kanzari (2:06.06), senior 
Carter Kelly (2:04.64) and junior Ben Quay 
(2:06.63) placing seventh, 10th and 16th, 

respectively.
Sophomore Casey Woudenberg paced 

Army’s contingent of distance freestylers, 
placing sixth in the 1,650-yard freestyle with 
a time of 15:59.67. 

Junior Daniel Ruckman finished ninth in 
the mile (16:07.86), while freshman Richard 
Xue (16:11.60) and sophomore Matthew 
Kane (16:22.21) placed 10th and 13th, 
respectively.

Sophomore Michael Dustin led the Black 
Knights in the 100-yard freestyle, placing 
11th with a time of 45.86. Freshman Chris 
Szekely was 12th in the 100 free (46.01), 
while freshman Adam Sjoholm took 15th in 
that same event (46.30).

Army’s foursome of Szekely, Dustin, 
Sjoholm and senior Dan Foky closed the 
night by teaming to place third in the 400-yard 
freestyle relay (3:02.08).

The Army women broke five academy 
relay records during the course of the 
weekend.

Army returns to its dual meet schedule 
today when the Black Knights travel to 
Philadelphia, to face archrival Navy. 

The annual “Star” meet, which will be 
contested at the Kroc Center, is set to begin 
at 6 p.m.
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By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Three different players scored goals as 
Army beat American International College 
3-2 Dec. 1 in an Atlantic Hockey Association 
game at an emotional Tate Rink.

Army honored one of its former players 
killed in action prior to the game and then 
freshmen forwards Thane Heller and Shane 
Hearn and defenseman Christian Pomarico 
scored goals to lead the Black Knights to their 
second consecutive win and a weekend sweep 
following a 3-2 victory over Bentley Nov. 29. 

The last time Army swept a weekend 
series was Feb. 18 and 19, 2011.

Sophomore defenseman Mac Lalor 
had a pair of assists while senior forward 
Andy Starczewski, freshman forward Josh 
Roberts, sophomore forward Josh Richards 
and freshman forward Joe Kozlak registered 
assists for Army.

Army improved to 5-6-1 overall and 5-2-
1 in league games while AIC fell to 3-7-3 
overall and 0-5-3 in conference matchups.

Senior goaltender Ryan Leets made 31 
saves for the Black Knights who have won 
three of their last four games.

Prior to the game, the Army Athletic 
Association honored former player and 
Officer Representative Maj. Tom Kennedy 
who was killed in action in Afghanistan in 
August.

Kennedy’s wife, Kami, twin children 
Brody and Maggie, parents George and 
Patricia and brothers, John and George, were 
all part of a pregame ceremony that included 
remarks from Army hockey head coach Brian 
Riley, a jersey presentation of Kennedy’s #14 
and a ceremonial puck drop.

The Army players wore black jerseys, 
with Kennedy on the back and an American 

Army Hockey skates past AIC 3-2 on TK Night

Freshman forward Thane Heller scored during the second period during Army’s 
3-2 win over American International Dec. 1 in an Atlantic Hockey Association 
game at Tate Rink.          PhotoS by toMMy gilligan/USMa Pao

flag, while all fans in attendance were 
presented with “TK” stickers, similar to what 
the players wore on their helmets. 

After an emotional start to the game, Army 
was flying early with numerous chances. 

Kozlak hit the post midway through the 
period in the best scoring opportunity.

Each team had nine shots on goal, but 
Leets and AIC’s Ben Meisner kept the game 
scoreless after 20 minutes.

AIC, idle since Nov. 25, scored the first 
goal of the game early in the second period. 

With an Army player in the penalty box 
for interference, Blake Peake scored his third 
goal of the season 40 seconds into the second 
session.

Heller tied the game with 2:37 left in the 
second period, blasting in his fifth goal of the 
season. Lalor and Starczewski set the play up.

Heller took the puck from the AIC end and 
collected his ninth point of the season. It was 
the 10th assist of the season for Starczewski 
and the third for Lalor.

Pomarico gave Army its first lead three 
minutes into the final period. Lalor took a 
shot from the blue line, Roberts picked up 
the loose puck after the save and Pomarico 
skated in for the goal. It was the fourth assist 
for Lalor and the first for Roberts.

The Black Knights extended their lead to 
3-1 with five minutes left as Hearn picked up 
his third of the season. Richards and Kozlak 
were credited with the assists.

AIC answered with a goal from Chris 
Porter to cut its deficit to 3-2 with three 
minutes left to play. The Yellow Jackets pulled 
Meisner and used their timeout but Army held 
on for the win.

Following the game, AIC stood on its 
blue line, Army at center ice and gloves and 
helmets were placed on the blue line while the 
West Point alma mater was played.

Members of the Army Hockey team wore Kennedy on the back of their jerseys to honor fallen 
former player, officer representative and mentor Maj. Tom Kennedy during "TK" Night Dec. 1 
at Tate Rink. On the ice, his initials TK were painted with an American Flag accompanying it.

Kami Kennedy, wife of Maj. Tom Kennedy, drops the puck during 
the ceremonial faceoff Dec. 1.
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Simmers knocks down 24 points, leads Army past Yale

Senior guard Anna Simmers scored a game-high 24 points to lead 
Army past Yale 53-47 Dec. 1 at Christl Arena. She also added seven 
rebounds and a game-high five steals to help the Black Knights to 
a 7-1 start, their best since 2000-01.         eric S. bartelt/PV

Army and Community Sports

Tonight—Wrestling vs. Drexel, Gillis Field House, 6 p.m.

Monday—Women’s Basketball vs. Loyola (Md.), Christl 
Arena, 7 p.m.

Dec. 13—Women’s Basketball vs. Merchant Marine 
Academy, Christl Arena, 7 p.m.

Dec. 14—Men’s Basketball vs. Maine, Christl Arena, 7 
p.m.

Dec. 22—Men’s Basketball vs. Rosemont, Christl 
Arena, 7 p.m.

Dec. 27—Hockey vs. Russian Junior All-Stars, Tate 
Rink, 7:05 p.m.

Attention: Tickets are still available for basketball 
and hockey. Stop by Gate 3 of Michie Stadium (8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.), visit goarmysports.com or call 
1-877-TIX-ARMY. 

Army Sports home 
schedule (Dec. 6-27)

By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Senior guard Anna Simmers scored a game-high 
24 points to lead Army women’s basketball to a hard-
fought 53-47 win over visiting Yale Dec. 1 at Christl 
Arena. Simmers sparked both the Army offense and 
defense as the Black Knights held the Bulldogs, who 
entered the game averaging 70 points per game, to a 
season-low scoring output. 

Along with her 24 points, Simmers added seven 
rebounds and a game-high five steals, the most by a 
Black Knight since Feb. 25, 2012, to bump Army to 
a 7-1 record and drop Yale to 1-6. 

Army’s 7-1 mark is its best start since the 2000-01 
season when the Black Knights began with a 10-1 clip. 

Yale came out firing as the Bulldogs jumped out 
to a quick 10-0 lead just four minutes into the game.  
The tide changed after that, however, as Yale managed 
just 10 more points the final 16 minutes of the half, 
while going without a field goal the final 9:32 of the 
first stanza.

Freshman Kelsey Minato, who finished with 13 
points and seven rebounds, drove to the basket with 
seconds remaining in the first half and scooped in a 
layup to give Army its first lead of the game, 22-20. 

The Black Knights entered the game 5-0 when 
leading at the half and would improve to 6-0 at game’s 
end. 

No lead was safe for Army, however, as the 
Bulldogs seemed to make a big three-point basket just 
when they needed it. 

Yale finished the game shooting 9-24 from 
outside, the most threes Army has allowed all season. 
Conversely, the Black Knights struggled from deep, 
shooting just 1-8. Army has made just five threes over 

its last three games.
The second half proved to be more of a back-and-

forth battle as the lead changed six times, including 
four times before the first media time out. 

Yale seemed to capture the momentum after 
sophomore Olivia Schretzman was whistled for her 
third foul of the game with just under 14 minutes to 
play before getting hit with a technical, her second of 
the year, at 13:26. 

Megan Vasquez made both free throws for the 
Bulldogs to put them back on top, 32-31, but Simmers 
and Minato responded with the next seven points to put 
the Black Knights back on top with 13:14 remaining.  

Army held on to the lead from that point on but not 
without Yale threatening. The Black Knights stretched 
their lead to as much as eight before the Bulldogs cut 
it to a one-point game, 43-42, with 7:16 left before 
Army got the margin back up to three possessions, 
49-42, with just under four minutes left. 

Yale’s Nyasha Sarju made one of her game-high 
five threes followed by a pair of free throws by Sarah 
Halejian to trim Army’s advantage to two with 1:40 
left, but Schretzman made a game-clinching layup 
with 36 seconds left to seal it for Army. 

Sarju finished with a team-high 15 points, while 
Halejian listed second among the Bulldogs with 12. 

The Black Knights shot 41.2 percent for the 
game, their second-best outing of the season, while 
holding the Bulldogs to just 31.4 percent shooting. 
Army outrebounded its opponent for the sixth time 
this season, 41-29, led by freshman Aimee Oertner’s 
eight-carom performance. 

With seven nonconference wins this season, Army 
has surpassed its six-game total from 2011-12. This is 
the most wins since going 11-6 in non-league games 
in 2008-09.

Army wrestlers Hancock, 
Young place at Keen Invitational
By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

Junior Paul Hancock placed seventh at 165 
pounds, and senior Daniel Young finished eighth in 
the 149-pound draw to lead the Army wrestling team 
on the second and final day of competition at the 31st 
annual Cliff Keen Invitational Dec. 1 in Las Vegas.

Hancock, who began the tournament unseeded 
in the 165-pound bracket, finished the weekend with 
an impressive 5-2 mark. He posted a 3-1 record Nov. 
30 to reach action Dec. 1, and the third-year grappler 
began the day’s competition by upsetting Boise State’s 
Holden Packard, 10-4. 

Then, after falling to 10th-ranked Taylor Mass of 
Michigan, Hancock responded with an emphatic 16-3 
major decision opposite South Dakota State’s Joseph 
Brewster in the seventh-place bout.

Young, seeded 10th at 149 pounds, wrapped up the 
weekend with a 4-3 overall record. He forged a 3-1 
mark Nov. 30 and then opened Saturday’s competition 
with an impressive 2-1 victory versus 12th-ranked 
Derek Valenti of Virginia. 

Young then dropped a 5-2 decision to Oregon 

State’s fourth-ranked Scott Sakaguchi, and medically 
forfeited the seventh-place match.

Army racked up 19 points as a team and finished 
tied for 24th out of 32 schools. Ohio State (124.5 
points) edged Missouri (123.5) for the tournament title. 
Cornell (104.5), Oregon State (98.5) and Nebraska 
(89.5) rounded out the top five.

The Black Knights return to action tonight when 
they host Drexel in their home debut. The non-
conference dual match will get under way from Gillis 
Field House at 6 p.m.

Senior Daniel Young finished eighth in the 
149-pound draw at the Keen Invitational in Las 
Vegas Dec. 1.            eric S. bartelt/PV


