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Community service project helps lift holiday spirits

Cadets from Company F-3—(from left to right) Class of 2014 Cadet Henry Yoder, Class of 2013 Cadets Steve 
Burroughs and Brandon Wood and Class of 2014 Cadets Jae Yu and Shawn Rogers—helped prepare dessert 
for the nearly 80 people who ate a Thanksgiving meal at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen in Newburgh Nov. 
20. This was part of Company F-3’s community service project where, outside of offering its serving and 
waiting services, it provided 13 turkeys, stuffing, cranberry sauce, potatoes and juice through its donations 
that helped cater the meal.                                  Courtesy Photo

Compiled by Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor

The holiday season, which kicked off with Thanksgiving 
Nov. 22, is an excellent time of the year for families to gather 
together to break bread, eat a large meal and converse with 
family members and friends about the good times. However, 
not all times are good, and for some people, the holidays can 
be a difficult time to enjoy without family members, friends, 
a good meal to eat or a nice home to call their own.

Cadets from Company F-3 decided they would take it upon 
themselves to help some of the less fortunate throughout the 
local area through their company community service project.

While all cadet companies do a service community project 
in some way, Class of 2013 Cadet Jessica Williams took the 
lead, collecting the company’s donations of approximately 
$2,000 and turning it into a moment of solace for those 
burdened with current economic concerns or devastated by 
Hurricane Sandy.

Williams, the Co. F-3 community service representative, 
coordinated with the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen in 
Newburgh and helped provide 13 turkeys, stuffing, cranberry 
sauce, potatoes and juice for a Thanksgiving meal for about 
80 people there Nov. 20. 

It took about one week for Williams to plan out buying 
and delivering the food and the transportation needed to get 
her and nine other cadets to the site to help serve the meal.

Williams came up with the idea because her family 
provides turkeys to families every Thanksgiving where she 
grew up in Mississippi. 

But, it was her own family’s plight that encouraged her 
to be a giving person in life.

“When I was a young girl, my dad went into a sugar coma 
and the doctors said that it was likely he would not make it,” 
Williams said. “My mom did not bring in enough money to 
support a family of five. During that time, my family was in 
need and there were kind people who blessed us with food 
and funded my brother and I so we could continue our training 
in karate.

“Those same people paid for my brother and I to travel and 
fight on the AAU USA Karate team,” Williams added. “Those 
people helped my mom provide us with gifts for Christmas 
and helped with some of the food for our holiday meals. 
Being a kid and seeing people who did not know anything 
about my family giving all that they could to help us, it made 
me want to help as many people as I can for as long as I have 
the ability to do so.” 

Fortunately, her father did get better as he was able to 
control his diabetes, but it left an indelible mark on her as 
she has been volunteering with different organizations since 
she was 12 years old. 

During the Thanksgiving meal, she helped with the food 
and drink orders and spent time talking to the attendees while 
learning a little bit about their lives. The experience she had 
is one that she will not soon forget.

“It was the most gratifying experience I’ve had since I’ve 
been at West Point,” Williams explained. “It is one thing to 
give money to those in need, but to be able to see their faces 
as they enjoy all the things you helped provide to them—it 
was truly amazing. 

“The thanks in their eyes were enough to make me want 
to do it all over again,” she added.

The other members of Co. F-3 who gave their time to the 
service project were Class of 2013 Cadets Steve Burroughs, 
Benjamin Stone and Brandon Wood and Class of 2014 Cadets 
Hannah Faughn, Henry Yoder, Shawn Rogers, Oscar Restrepo, 
Jae Yu and Chloe Drummond.

Each cadet helped in some way by serving rice and 
beans, mashed potatoes and stuffing or organizing the pie 
distribution, but each of them were privileged to help in any 
way possible, especially Burroughs.

Burroughs said he grew up never really getting a chance to 
enjoy the traditional Thanksgiving dinner that many families 
experience. 

His mom immigrated to the United States from Taiwan, 
and she raised him and his sister alone.

“We struggled to keep the lights on and she worked two 
jobs just so we could get by,” Burroughs said. “A turkey 
with stuffing was a distant luxury, chicken nuggets from 
McDonald’s was the close reality. 

“Fortunately, we’ve been blessed to move past that phase, 

but I will never forget the people who have helped us along 
the way—people who took the time to help out strangers in 
need,” he added. “A commitment to a lifetime of service and 
helping others is the least I can do to honor the altruism that 
has helped my family reach where we are today.” 

Burroughs and Stone were grateful to help serve those 
in need and felt a responsibility to come out and help local 
neighbors especially during the holiday season.

 Stone said his involvement was “simply the realization 
that I’m pretty privileged on a daily basis compared to some 
of the people out there just trying to get by day-to-day,” and 
he was more than happy to give back to his community.

While those 10 cadets helped do their part within the 
community, another cadet from F-3 shared part of the 
company’s donations in helping families displaced from 
Hurricane Sandy nearly four weeks ago.

Class of 2016 Cadet Samir Abdelkhalek traveled down to 
Staten Island, N.Y., over the Thanksgiving holiday to provide a 
family, who lost almost all their belongings to the storm, a gift 
card to a local supermarket to help them in their time of need. 

See HOLIDAY SPIRITS, Page 3
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West Point bids farewell to a truly dedicated NCO
Commentary by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

So there I was … one early summer 
morning in 2011, sitting near the shore 
of Long Pond waiting for the first group 
of cadets to paddle over during the Neel 
Challenge event for Cadet Basic Training. 
Cadets and Soldiers tasked with organizing 
this lane were chatting quietly—too early to 
be overly animated, and it was a long day 
ahead. 

I could see another uniformed man 
approaching in the distance—moving with a 
purpose, as they say—and making a beeline 
to a Special Forces noncommissioned officer 
where a handshake and conversation were 
exchanged. This was executed several times 
over to each cadet and Soldier in the area and 
only then did I have the pleasure of meeting 
the Corps of Cadets’ new command sergeant 
major. 

Besides that one time, I’ve only spoken 
with Command Sgt. Maj. Todd Burnett 
twice—both interviews for stories—in the 
past two years. That probably makes me the 
least qualified person at West Point to write 
about his imminent retirement. However, in 
the capacity of reporting, I have seen Burnett 
at nearly every event I’ve covered for as long 
as he’s been here so his name is written all 
over my reporter’s notebook.

I asked Class of 2013 Cadet Bill Owens, 
the brigade command sergeant major, about 
Burnett’s optemp here, and he assured me 
the command sergeant major never had an 
off switch. His presence was a constant and 
one the Corps of Cadets came to appreciate.

“That’s the amazing thing about him and 
what sets him apart from every other leader 
I’ve met,” Owens said. “He sacrifices so 
much of his personal time because he loves 
his job and loves what he does. He loves 
taking care of Soldiers and he loved taking 
care of cadets.” 

Class of 2013 Cadet Chris Boldt said 
Burnett inspired him a great deal and was 

a fixture at many of the sports practices and 
competitions. Boldt wrote in a recent edition 
of The FortKnight Corps Update, “Here 
at West Point CSM Burnett has brought 
enthusiasm and knowledge to each cadet 
and has motivated the Corps to strive for 
excellence in all we do. He has instilled the 
attitude that, ‘You have to care that much,’ 
and that legacy will continue to inspire the 
Corps of Cadets for years to come.”

Many cadets have shared similar 
sentiments. Class of 2013 Cadet Mark Pohl 
said, “He is the most professional NCO I 
have ever met, and the Corps has an immense 
amount of respect for his leadership.” 

This is what Class of 2013 Cadet Amanda 
Darling will remember: “He is always 
involved. He went down and tried to pole 
vault with some of the guys on the track team, 
and that’s something you don’t see from such 
a high-ranking person.” 

Command Sgt. Maj. Cal Christensen, the 
West Point Band’s senior enlisted Soldier, 
organized a luncheon in Burnett’s honor 
Monday, and I asked him to share his thoughts 
on the fellow noncommissoned officer.

“First, I would say having seen many 
command sergeants major come and go here 
at the academy, I put him up at the top with 
a very few individuals who embody all of 
the traits required to lead and take care of 
Soldiers,” Christensen said. “His compassion 
and unrelenting commitment to the Army and 
its Soldiers are evident for everyone to see on 
a daily basis. Just spend a few minutes with 
him and you’ll experience it immediately.  
The Corps of Cadets has a great respect for 
him, which has been built by his interaction 
with as many cadets as humanly possible. I 
said at his luncheon that I’m convinced that 
he must be from a set of triplets stationed 
here with him because he’ll be seen at three 
different functions at seemingly the same 
time.”

Christensen said Burnett gained the 
trust and confidence of an entire installation 
through his passion and commitment to 

teaching and enforcing the Army standards.
“This trust is further built upon his 

integrity and courage to stand up for what 
he believes is right,” Christensen said. “The 
bottom line comes from his signature block 
‘You have to care that much.’ I believe that 
his success in life revolves around that saying 
because he not only says it, he lives it.”

Owens, a cadet with prior service, has met 
numerous NCOs in his career, but remembers 
that first encounter with Burnett as unique. 

“He’s the epitome of what it means to 
be an NCO, and I got the sense of that from 
the very first meeting as he was talking with 
cadets,” Owens said. “He’s truly affected 
change in our organization by giving us 
an amazing example of what it means to 
be an NCO, a professional and a leader of 
character.”

As a member of the Combat Weapons 
Team, Owens said Burnett’s presence could 
be counted on even during the late-night 
training. 

“We practice late ... and there he was 
with his son, and that showed me how much 

he was willing to give of his own time to be 
with cadets,” Owens said. 

I’ll end with a few more sentiments from 
the Corps of Cadets.

Class of 2013 Cadet Daniel Allen said, 
“We all gained a lot of respect for him after 
his foot surgery because that didn’t stop him 
from being with cadets; he was still out there 
on the parade field and in the mess hall with 
cadets.” 

Class of 2013 Cadet Rachel Miller said 
one of her company mates struggled during 
the Survival Swim Test last year, where 
cadets had to jump from the 6-meter high 
board. “... he came in and stayed with her for 
an hour and a half until she finally jumped.”

Class of 2013 Cadet Bradford Schaufert 
had this to say: “He took time for me, while 
retiring, to sit down and have a personal 
conversation about his experiences ... 
he really cares about his people and his 
Soldiers.”

A retirement ceremony for Command Sgt. 
Maj. Todd Burnett is scheduled for 12:45 
p.m. Friday at the West Point Club Ballroom.

Cadet Mitch McKnight cheers alongside Command Sgt. Maj. Todd Burnett during 
the Army-Air Force game at Michie Stadium.                   Photo by Cadet LesLie davis
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Force protection, parking message for Army-Navy Week

HOLIDAY SPIRITS, cont’d from Page 1
Abdelkhalek also gave the principal 

of a local high school three gift cards to 
distribute to students of families who 
lost their homes and possessions due 
to the storm. Each gift card was for 
$100, a little something to help them 
through an extraordinarily challenging 
situation.  

“It was very gratifying seeing how 
happy the family was to receive the 
gift card,” Abdelkhalek said. “They are 
going through such a hard time and to 
be able to help them in some way made 
me feel good. I am very happy I could 
help make a difference in their lives.”

The giving won’t stop there for the 
cadets of Company F-3. Williams said 
that the remainder of the donation money 
not spent during the Thanksgiving 
holiday will go toward their Christmas 
initiative to help the community.

( E d i t o r ’s  n o t e :  T h i s  s t o r y 
was compiled through emails and 
information sent by Williams and other 
members of Company F-3.)

On behalf of Company F-3, Class of 2016 Cadet Samir Abdelkhalek 
presented a supermarket gift card to the Rosenblum family, who were 
displaced due to severe damage to their Staten Island home and vehicle 
caused by Hurricane Sandy. Abdelkhalek also presented three more 
gift cards to the principal of a local high school in Staten Island to be 
given to students of families who were also displaced by the storm.     
                                                   Courtesy Photo

By Matthew Cassidy
Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and 
Security 

Army-Navy Week starts Sunday at West Point and the 
following discusses various activities, force protection 
and parking measures throughout the week.

Sunday—First Captain’s briefing: Traffic along 
Washington Road in front of the Superintendent’s 
quarters and Ruger Road, from the traffic dummy to the 
Washington and Jefferson roads intersection, will be 
blocked for approximately 20 minutes beginning at 7 p.m. 
to support cadet formations moving to Eisenhower Hall.

Monday and Tuesday—March-on rehearsal: 
Traffic along Washington Road in front of the 
Superintendent’s quarters and along Ruger Road leading 
to Shea Stadium will be blocked to support the movement 
of formations marching to the stadium. 

Traffic will be blocked in the vicinity of Shea Stadium  
throughout the rehearsal. The rehearsal period for both 
days is from 4-6:30 p.m.  

Members of the workforce who park in the Eisenhower 
Hall parking lots and near Bldg. 667A may be delayed 
by marching units from approximately 4-4:30 p.m. and 
again from 6:30-7 p.m.  

Wednesday—Goat-Engineer games/Cadet 
barbecue: The Goat-Engineer football games will take 
place at Michie Stadium this year. 

The women’s game starts at 5 p.m. and the men’s 
game at 6:30 p.m. 

In support of the events, the following measures will 
be in effect: 

• Mills Road in front of Michie Stadium from the 
intersection with Stony Lonesome Road to Howze Place 
intersection will be closed to traffic from 3 p.m. until 
the activities are complete at approximately 7:30 p.m.;

• Off-post personnel attending the games are 
encouraged to enter the installation through the Stony 
Lonesome gate and use A, AAA and C lots for parking; 

• Stadium gates 1 and 3 will be open to access Michie 
Stadium. Fenton Road will remain open for movement 
during the games.

Dec. 6—Bonfire/Army Team send off: Parking 
will be allowed in Clinton and Doubleday lots during 
the bonfire. 

Vehicles exiting Clinton and Doubleday lots during 
the activities must turn right onto Cullum Road toward 
the West Point Club.  

Blocking positions on Cullum Road at the Quarters 
101 intersection and Doubleday Lot entrance will deny 
vehicle access to the Trophy Point area beginning around 
5:30 p.m. 

Parking will be available in the Thayer Hall Roof 
Lot. Personnel going TDY or on leave are reminded not 
to park in Clinton Lot.  

As always, we ask that everyone—Soldiers, civilian 
employees, family members and contractors—remain 
vigilant and aware of their surroundings and report 
any suspicious activities to the Military Police Desk at 
938-3333.  

As a reminder, residents can send suspicious behavior 
and activity reports by using the iWATCH website found 
at www.usma.edu/.

Remember ... If you hear something, see something, 
say something!

For more information, contact Matt Cassidy, West 
Point Antiterrorism Officer, at 938-3650.

Cadets enjoy many activities during Army-Navy Week, which starts Sunday, to include the Bonfire/Army Team 
Send Off Dec. 6 at Daly Field. Keep current on all Army-Navy Week activities and what force protection and 
parking measures are in place throughout the week. For more information, contact Matt Cassidy, West Point 
Antiterrorism Officer, at 938-3650.                                               Mike strasser/Pv
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By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Two U.S. Military Academy seniors were 
named Rhodes scholars and will join 30 other 
American representatives at the University of 
Oxford in 2013 to pursue a master’s degree 
in their chosen field of study. 

Class of 2013 Cadets Kiley Hunkler, 
from St. Louis, and Evan Szablowski, from 
Bakersfield, Calif., spent the weekend in 
their respective districts competing for the 
scholarships before the announcements were 
made Nov. 17.

Class of 2013 Cadet Kiley Hunkler
Hunkler, an engineering psychology 

major with the highest academic average 
in the Department of Behavioral Sciences 
and Leadership, said she was informed 
by the Rhodes selection panel after an 
intense deliberation period that followed two 
interviews.

“I was elated at the news, and I feel 
incredibly humbled to have been selected 
out of the 13 incredibly talented finalists in 
my district,” Hunkler said. “Being named a 
Rhodes scholar means that I have a unique 
opportunity to work, study and live with 
incredibly talented individuals from all over 
in an effort to make a difference in the world. 
Now, I have to truly take advantage of this 
unbelievable opportunity.”

Hunkler first called home to deliver the 
announcement to her family, but news reached 
the Corps of Cadets soon after.

“My first phone call was to my mother, 
who immediately started crying. My 
colleagues have been extremely supportive 
throughout this whole process and they were 
thrilled about this accolade,” Hunkler said. “I 
owe many thanks to all of those who helped 
me in this process and throughout my entire 
experience at West Point.”

Hunkler is also among a select few seniors 
endorsed to attend medical school following 
graduation in May 2013. She has interned at 
Walter Reed Medical Center and traveled to 
Ghana for an advanced individual academic 
development program, or AIAD, where she 
worked at regional hospitals. 

“My experiences at West Point have 
shaped my desire to pursue military medicine,” 
Hunkler said. “My leadership detail, the 
Walter Reed internship and the trip to Ghana 
were truly the driving factors.”

Hunkler plans to pursue her master’s in 
global health science at Oxford, a field of 
study she grew passionate about from her 
work in Ghana.

“Army physicians treat servicemen 
and servicewomen as well as the local 
population,” Hunkler said. “Therefore, I 
believe an understanding of global health will 
help me understand the needs of my future 
patients. Furthermore, addressing health 
issues can help improve a region's stability 
and security.”

Hunkler is also the commander of 

1st Battalion, 1st Regiment, where she is 
responsible for 366 fellow members of the 
Corps of Cadets, and is co-captain of the 
Army Women’s Lacrosse team. 

“The Women’s Lacrosse team is my 
support system at the academy,” she said. 
“As a member of this team, I found it easier 
to balance my schedule because I have had 
this terrific group of women pushing me to try 
my best both on and off the field. Whether we 
are working out together, studying together, or 
playing together, I know those women will be 
there for me and I will do anything for each 
and every one of them.”

The scholarship application process 
began last spring and Hunkler was advised 
throughout by Maj. Keith Benedict, Maj. 
Brian Babcock-Lumish and Dr. Terry 
Babcock-Lumish, all from the Department 
of Social Sciences. 

“They have been incredibly helpful in 
providing resources and guidance and truly 
prepared me for every step in this very long 
process,” Hunkler said.
Class of 2013 Cadet Evan Szablowski

Szablowski said he felt overwhelmed 
upon hearing his name called by the Rhodes 
selection panel. 

“After it was announced, there was just 
pure joy and peace,” Szablowski said.

This was an achievement he had strived 
for long before he came to West Point—a 
childhood dream, he said—and will determine 
many of the decisions he makes later on in 
his career.

“This is the biggest goal I’ve ever set for 
myself, and I’ve achieved it,” Szablowski 
said. “It’s absolutely humbling to be selected. 
It really is a dream come true.”

Szablowski is a mathematics major 
whose interests are in data analytics and mass 
collaboration. With the Rhodes scholarship, 
Szablowski would like to pursue a master’s 
research degree in applied statistics where 
he would study data analytics and machine 
learning—a computer science field of study.

“I see huge opportunity in the field of 
‘big data,’ which is kind of the buzzword 
right now, and I’d like to become familiar 
with the techniques of analyzing large data 
sets,” Szablowski said. “Specifically in the 
Army, I believe there is huge potential for 
applications, everything from visual imagery 
processing to linguistics. I want to be right in 
the middle of that.”

Szablowski said he spent his childhood 
overseas on the island of Sumatra, Indonesia, 
and expanded his foreign travel experience 
as a West Point cadet when he studied at Al-
Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco. 
He has also participated in various academic 
projects overseas. 

Szablowski traveled to Ethiopia through 
the West Point Network Science Center to 
create a network model of the country’s 
economy with a focus on entrepreneurs. The 
highlight, he said, was when they presented 
their work to economists at the Ethiopian 

Two Class of 2013 cadets named Rhodes scholars

embassy. 
Szablowski also traveled to the Czech 

Republic and participated in a capital markets 
project, also through the Network Science 
Center. Every cadet at West Point is required 
to complete a cadet troop leadership training 
assignment, and Szablowski traveled to 
Seoul, South Korea, for three weeks where he 
shadowed junior officers in the 524th Military 
Intelligence Battalion, Yongsan Garrison. He 
hopes to pursue an Army career in military 
intelligence after graduating from West Point, 
and he’ll know for certain tonight when the 
Class of 2013 cadets receive their branch 
notification.

According to the Rhodes Trust press 
release, “The 32 Rhodes scholars chosen from 
the United States will join an international 
group of scholars chosen from 14 other 
jurisdictions around the world … Scholars 
are also selected from Australia, Bermuda, 

Canada, the nations of the Commonwealth 
Caribbean, Germany, Hong Kong, India, 
Jamaica, Kenya, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
Southern Africa (South Africa, plus Botswana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia and Swaziland), 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Also in the Rhodes Scholarship Class 
of 2013 are two midshipmen from the U.S. 
Naval Academy and an ROTC cadet from 
the University of Virginia. Szablowski and 
Hunkler were among 838 endorsed candidates 
from 302 colleges and universities. West Point 
cadets have earned 92 Rhodes Scholarships 
since first competing in 1923. 

“Our cadets continue to receive high 
praise in National scholar competitions. 
Having two Rhodes Scholars is a tribute to 
the excellence of our cadets, our programs and 
our faculty who educate and inspire them,” 
Dean of the Academic Board Brig. Gen. 
Timothy Trainor said.

Class of 2013 Cadets Kiley Hunkler and Evan Szablowski were named Rhodes 
scholars Nov. 17 and will continue their academic endeavors next year while 
attending the University of Oxford.               usMa Photos
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Cadet aCtivities Update
Cycling Team: The West Point Cycling Team 

competed at the Cheshire Cyclocross Race Nov. 17. Class 
of 2016 Cadet Kenny Dailey placed fifth in the Men’s Cat 
4 Race on a very technical course. The team also competed 
Nov. 18 in the Hop Brook Cyclocross Race in Middlebury, 
Conn. The competition was fierce with an extremely large 
field of racers and the team performed well against other 
collegiate teams present.  

Domestic Affairs Forum: On Nov. 14, 16 cadets and 
one officer representative from the West Point Domestic 
Affairs Forum traveled to Boston with a particular focus 
on how state government functions and coordinates with 
the other levels of government. 

The club’s first event was at the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University. While at the Kennedy 
School’s Belfer Center, the club was briefed on some of 
their latest research efforts and how the Kennedy School 
and Harvard Business School used different problem 
solving methods to address the greatest issues of our 
time. Cadets met with Judy Kugel, the Associate Dean 
of Students for the Kennedy School. Kugel spoke about 
the admissions process to the Kennedy School. The club 
then met Capt. Aaron Miller, the president of the Harvard 
Armed Forces Club and current Kennedy School student, 
and attended two lectures. Professor Todd Rogers spoke 
about voter participation from a social standpoint while 
Professor Matthew Bun discussed the current state of 
nuclear security around the world. 

After leaving the Kennedy School, the club met 
Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray at the Massachusetts 
State House, and he explained his role in enacting 
and promoting policy measures for the citizens of 
Massachusetts. Later, cadets visited the Massachusetts 
State Police’s Marine Aquatic Unit, which provided 
insight into how increased interagency cooperation 
and federal support from the Department of Homeland 
Security has changed the mission and capabilities of state 
law enforcement officials. As the final event on the trip, 
cadets walked along the Freedom Trail in Boston and 
visited historical sights such as Faneuil Hall, the Old 
North Church and Paul Revere’s Home.  

Glee Club: The Knight Caps of the Glee Club traveled 
to Chicago for Military Appreciation activities sponsored 
by the Chicago Bears Nov. 9-12. Cadets sang at the 
Captain James Lovell Veterans Hospital for long-term 
care patients, whom they met during an intermission of 
their performance. The group also performed a 90-minute 
community concert at a local church that included an open 
question and answer period with the audience. The Knight 
Caps sang the National Anthem at the Chicago Bears game 
as part of a well-orchestrated salute to veterans, which 
included more than 100 active duty servicemembers 
holding a “Field Flag” and a fireworks show to accompany 
the lyrics of the Anthem. 

The West Point Women’s 
Boxing Team had a successful 
trip to Los Angeles for 
the L.A. Collegiate Boxing 
Invitational at the Los 
Angeles Athlet ic Club 
Nov. 17. Class of 2013 
Cadet Giovanna Camacho 
(far left) was awarded 
a championship belt for 
defeating Jennifer Morales 
f rom Texas  Southern 
University. Class of 2015 
Cadet Tor i  Rao made 
her debut in the ring for 
an exhibition bout with 
Nargis Shaghasi from the 
University of San Francisco. 
Rao held her own against 
a much larger and more 
experienced opponent, 
but lost the match in the 
end. Overall, the cadets 
represented West Point well 
to the West Coast collegiate 
boxing community and set 
the stage for competitions 
in the future.  Courtesy Photo

Boxer brings home championship belt from LA trip
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By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The installation of solar panels on the roof of the 
Lichtenberg Tennis Center—780 panels, to be exact—in 
recent weeks represents West Point’s continuing efforts to 
achieve energy sustainability.

Since becoming a Net Zero Energy pilot installation 
last April, West Point has been making strides toward the 
ultimate goal of producing as much energy as it uses by 
2020. According to an environmental assessment for the U.S. 
Army Environmental Command and West Point Garrison, the 
installation currently generates less than .02 percent of the 
energy it consumes from renewable sources. Matt Talaber, 
Department of Public Works engineer and director, said the 
solar panels will be a step in the right direction.

“The solar panels are very visible and a very recognizable 
part of our renewable energy initiative that can immediately 
click with the general public,” Talaber said. “It’s a positive 
image that shows West Point is interested in renewable energy 
and is working on its Net Zero energy goals.”

The work began Oct. 15 with minor roof repairs before 
the panels were attached to a metal rack system. When the 
wiring to the interior controls is completed, the photovoltaic 
technology will service approximately 50-60 percent of the 
building’s energy consumption annually. The tennis center 
was an ideal location for the panels due to its southern 
exposure—lots of light—and an uninterrupted rooftop—no 
parking or other activity. 

“We have our projections about how well these panels 
will do, but now we have a real functional lab, if you will, 
in a single building where we can really track current usage 
against past usage,” Talaber said.

Talaber admits the solar panels are high on the list of 
visible achievements for Net Zero, but they’re not the sole 
accomplishment to date. Talaber cited several multi-million 
dollar projects underway––all designed to improve energy 
savings so the installation will reach its goals. 

“These (projects) are energy saving related projects 
happening in mechanical rooms and rooftops that aren’t as 
widely recognized as, say, solar panels or wind turbines,” 
Talaber said. 

Paul Simihtis, DPW’s Energy Branch chief, said as the 
Net Zero process continues at West Point, it’s important to 
acknowledge that a major component in the end state is general 
conservation—reducing the post’s energy consumption.

“That’s the kind of thing that isn’t visible and hard for most 
people to see because those are the things we do inside the 
buildings—the controls and HVAC upgrades,” Simihtis said. 
“Creating renewable energy becomes the next piece in this.”

Behavior change is hard, Talaber said, but the message 
needs to be constant and continual in this process.

“It’s about getting into the basics of cutting back … 
shutting the window or turning the air condition down or the 
lights off,” Talaber said. “If many people do a lot of small 
things, we will realize great gains, and that’s the area we need 
to attack first.”

That’s where garrison tenants meet with academic 
departments to combine expertise, explore research 
opportunities and provide meaningful capstone projects for 
cadets to become involved. Talaber also credited the West 
Point Energy Council for its role in integrating subject matter 

Solar panels deliver new energy to West Point’s Net Zero initiative

experts to solve the installation’s energy problems.
Even before West Point was named a Net Zero 

installation, Talaber said it’s been a longstanding goal 
for all new construction to go beyond minimal energy 
efficiency standards. 

As the Science Center and Bartlett Hall continue 
to take shape, signs have been posted around this 
construction indicating compliance to this mission. Any 
new building construction, Simihtis said, is targeted with 
an aggressive BTU-per square foot number to ensure 
optimal energy efficiency. He cited the Science Center and 
barracks projects as measuring up to these high standards.

“We’re on track to have one of the most efficient new 
barracks designs in the Army right now,” Simihtis said.

“When we renovate now we are much more sensitive 
to energy standards and new energy codes,” Talaber said. 
“But because we are Net Zero we’ve tried to go above 
and beyond the simple things like glazing of windows 
and building insulation. Part of our Energy Savings 
Performance contract, the first one we had, the company 
is conducting work on behavioral change and getting the 
message out about conservation.”

 There’s a host of other energy savings initiatives 
being explored at DPW, from micro-hydro power and 
waste-to-energy projects to geothermal systems on the 
waterfront. 

“There’s a wide array of possibilities and corresponding 
research being done,” Talaber said. “Our effort is being 
complemented by three different research labs across the 
country with foremost experts in energy conservation and 
renewable energy.”

The deadline to become energy efficient is several years 
away, but there’s still much to do to achieve its goals. 

“We have quickly moved into project execution and are 
well on our way,” Talaber said. “Net Zero really helped focus 
us across the academy with this common goal.”

The installation of solar panels on top of the Lichtenberg Tennis Center has become a visible sign of progress 
in West Point’s Net Zero Energy goals.                                                             Photo by NiCoLe CiaraMeLLa/dPW

Progress is constant, if not always 
visible, toward Net Zero Energy goals, 
says West Point DPW personnel

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for Energy and 
Sustainability Richard Kidd recently met with NORESCO 
contractors at the sight of West Point’s first large 
scale renewable energy project that is both grid tied 
and a source of clean power. Among its many glowing 
attributes, this project will be funded by the energy it will 
save West Point.               Courtesy Photo
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Three Korean War veterans spoke 
to cadets Nov. 16 during a panel 
discussion inside Thayer Hall and 

shared their experiences of “The Forgotten 
War.” 

Ron Rosser, Medal of Honor recipient; 
David Mills, former prisoner of war; and Jim 
Ferris, president of the Korean War Veterans, 
were introduced by Col. David Clark, Army 
staff director of Foreign Intelligence, Army 
G2 at the Pentagon and executive director 
of the 60th Anniversary of the Korean War 
Commemoration.

“For the past two and a half years, 
the Department of Defense set up a 
commemoration honoring Korean War 
veterans on the 60th anniversary of the war,” 
Clark said. “The purpose is to educate the 
American public about why the war is an 
important chapter in our history. Today, these 
three extraordinary men, who played a part 
in our history, are here to talk to cadets about 
their experiences in the Korean War.”

The veterans travel around the country 
to speak to Americans, especially the young, 
about the war.

Jim Ferris from Liverpool, N.Y., is 
the president of the Korean War Veterans 
Association, the largest in the United States 
with more than 16,000 members. He has been 
active in getting congressional approval to 
grant IRS-recognized veteran status to those 
who served in the Korean Demilitarized Zone 
since the war ended in 1953. 

 “I arrived in Korea in January 1953 with 
the 3rd Marine Division in an engineering 
battalion,” Ferris said. “However, I went to 
Japan first and then I was transferred from 
engineering to G-2 (intelligence) for some 
reason. I was part of a liaison team between 
the 1st Marine Division and the 3rd and 
was skipping back and forth from Japan to 
Korea passing information back and forth. 
Eventually, I was transferred to Okinawa 
and Iwo Jima after the war, doing the same 
thing, passing information. I thought it was 
very interesting because I was able to see both 
sides of the war.”

After the Korean War, Ferris was sent to 
Vietnam on a rescue mission.

“The French were having a hard time 
in Indochina, which is known as Vietnam 
today,” he said. “We were ordered to go and 
bring back as many French Nationalists as 
we could find. It was a touchy situation; we 
were not allowed to take any weapons, not 
even a jackknife with us.”

One cadet asked Ferris how morale was 
among Marines with a war that came five 
years after the end of World War II—a war 
that was to end all wars.

“Exceptional,” he said. “That doesn’t 
change. The morale was good for the most 
part. They had their bad days, naturally, but 

we all knew why we were there. It was a 
good cause. Without the United States and 
South Korean nationals, South Korea would 
not exist today.”

David Mills was a 17-year-old Army 
private and a member of Company F, 15th 
Infantry Regiment of the 3rd Infantry 
Division. He deployed to Korea on a mission 
to hold Outpost Harry “at all cost,” a directive 
of the Eighth Army, to prevent Chinese troops 
from taking control of the outpost. It was 
there where Mills was shot nine times and 
taken prisoner by the Chinese, spending four 
months in captivity.

“It was the last week in June 1953 at about 
8 a.m.,” Mills said. “I’m walking on the only 
level ground in our camp. A Caucasian could 
be singled out very easily, not just because of 
our height, but also because of our gait. We 
walk differently than they do. Suddenly, I see 
the ground jumping all around me and hear 
gunfire all around me.

“As I was taken off that hill by the 
Chinese, I saw death everywhere,” Mills 
added. “Most of them were Chinese, but 
there were many Americans too. We had two 
platoons on that hill, 88 men. There were 72 
American casualties.

“I know what battle is, I’m not afraid 
of battle because I was trained well,” he 
explained. “I felt fear and helplessness as 
a prisoner and I thought I was the only one 
alive.”

Fifty-three years later, he met another 
veteran of Outpost Harry, who happened to 
be the one who called for artillery support 
who told him about other survivors. Mills 
also received the Purple Heart 57 years after 
the Korean War.

Recipient of the Medal of Honor, Ron 
Rosser from Columbus, Ohio, was a corporal 
and served as a forward observer during the 
war, although he ended his Army career as a 
sergeant first class. He is one of 17 children 
and brother of a Soldier killed in the Korean 
War. Rosser first enlisted in 1946, got out of 
the Army in 1949, but re-enlisted in 1951 
after learning of his brother’s fate. He was 
a member of a heavy mortar company with 
the 38th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry 
Division and was acting as forward observer 
during an assault on a Chinese fortified 
mountain near Ponggilli, Korea.

“By the time we got to the top of the 
mountain, out of 170 of us, there were 
35 left,” Rosser said. “I ended up as the 
commander—command can drop on you at 
any time, folks. I ordered the men with me 
to follow me up the mountain. By the time 
I looked back, I thought I was the only one 
left because my men were wounded or dove 
for cover. You get a funny feeling (when 
that happens.) I just let out a war whoop 
and jumped into the trenches right on top of 
the Chinese. I kept going to all the trenches. 
Then I ran out of ammunition. I ran down 
and retrieved about 13 or 14 grenades and 

Korean War veterans share their experiences with cadets

ammunition and just kept charging as well 
as bringing down the wounded.”

Rosser said that as far as he knew, he 
didn’t do anything that anybody else hadn’t 
done; he was just doing his job. 

“About three days later, all of my men that 

survived put me in for the Medal of Honor,” 
Rosser said. “The funny thing about it though, 
no one knew my name.”

Rosser received the Medal of Honor from 
President Harry S. Truman at the White House 
on June 27, 1952.

(Above) Three Korean 
War veterans,  Jim Ferris, 
president of the Korean 
War Veterans; David Mills, 
prisoner of war; and Ron 
Rosser, Medal of Honor 
recipient, spoke to cadets 
Nov. 16 at Thayer Hall in 
a panel discussion where 
the three described their 
experiences in the Korean 
War. David Mills (left) spoke 
to the cadets. The event 
was part of the Department 
o f  D e f e n s e ’ s  6 0 t h 
anniversary of the Korean 
War  Commemora t ion 
Committee that recognized 
Korean War veterans. The 
three were also honored 
Nov. 17 at the Army 
Football game against 
Temple. (Above left) Rosser 
served in a heavy mortar 
company with the 38th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Infantry Division, when he 
was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his actions as a 
forward observer. 
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Sgt. Kerilyn Schwartzkopf, West Point Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers’ president, 
arranges the shelves of dry goods with Sgt. Craig Troop, BOSS treasurer, at the Buffalo 
Soldier Pavilion Nov. 12. The BOSS Soldiers were assisted by the local Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts during the recent food drive and Fall Clean-up of the pavilion (BOSS building).  
             CourtNey Chidgey/boss Photo

BOSS helps out during the holidays Highland Falls Mayor Joseph E. D'Onofrio invited veterans to dine 
with cadets in honor of Veterans Day Nov. 15. Eighteen veterans 
of the Vietnam, Korean and Iraq wars accepted the invitation to 
share lunch with cadets, hosted by senior members of the U.S. 
Military Academy staff. Several veterans proudly wore Purple 
Hearts and other medals received during their service to the 
nation.          kathy eastWood/Pv

Honoring our veterans
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Submitted by Capt. James Machado
Department of Military Instruction

One of the key measures of success for cadets at the U.S. 
Military Academy is to communicate effectively with all 
audiences, to include the media.  

On Nov. 19, cadets from the Defense and Strategic 
Studies’ Military Communication Course (DS350) received 
just that opportunity. They conducted a joint exercise in the 
Department of Military Instruction Simulation Center with 
Professor Yvonne Latty’s Graduate Journalism students 
from the Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute at New York 
University.  

The exercise challenged cadets to coordinate efforts in 
the War Simulation Center to hold a mock press conference 
in which the NYU students questioned the acting public 
affairs representatives about the previous events. The day 
also included the opportunity for NYU students to fire the 
EST2000 weapons after they were properly trained by cadets.  

During the exercise, cadets played the role of lieutenants 
on the battlefield with an NYU student assigned to each of 
them as embedded reporters. They faced real-world scenarios 
based on situations in Iraq where local police forces shot a 
civilian for throwing rocks and U.S. forces were called in to 
help disperse a newly-formed mob. 

In addition, cadets supported local political leaders 
in securing an area of civilian unrest—all while ensuring 
accountability and protection of their embedded reporters. 

They made real-time decisions on whether to engage the 
mobs and used the proper procedures in calling on higher 
elements for advice during the events.

However, the real challenge began after the WARCEN 
simulation when cadets held press conferences to brief the 
previous events and then received a multitude of questions 
regarding their decisions. In addition to facing questions about 
the Iraqi police and mobs, one group found themselves in a 
predicament when one reporter’s avatar accidentally died after 
being ejected from a moving helicopter. Cadets had to explain 
where the lack of training occurred and what would be done 
to rectify the issue. The questions tested the communication 
abilities of the cadets to not only describe their actions and 
justify why they made each decision, but to also steer away 
from military jargon while keeping their explanations in 
layman’s terms.  

To prepare for this exercise, cadets practiced delivering 
press releases and fielding prepared questions from the 
audience. This provided them with a basic understanding 
of media relations that they applied to the NYU exercise. 
By applying these skills, the exercise resulted in cadets 
understanding the additional responsibilities and issues of 
working with attached battlefield correspondents as well as 
briefing at a press conference.  

NYU students gained a unique insight of military and 
embedded journalism while also enhancing their skills of 
examining and writing about military action.  Almost all of 
the students had never been on a military post or participated 

in any military training, but truly enjoyed the experience, 
especially with firing in the EST2000.  

“It was really cool.  I could feel the weight and pull-back of 
the weapon as I fired,” Timothy Weisberg, NYU student, said.   

As both parties expanded their media relations and 
communication skills, this exercise will continue to be held 
each semester to continue developing this valuable talent.  

NYU students embed with cadets on war simulation

Cadets take on the role of public affairs officers during 
a press conference as they field questions from New 
York University journalism students Nov. 19 during a 
joint exercise at the Department of Military Instruction 
Simulation Center.                               Courtesy Photo
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

November was designated as Native 
American Indian Heritage Month in 1990 and 
the West Point Community celebrated with 
the fourth annual Native American Heritage 
Festival Nov. 16 at the West Point Club. 
The event was hosted by the Cadet Native 
American Forum and sponsored by the Simon 
Center for the Professional Military Ethic. 

The festival included the Redhawk 
Native American Arts Council dance troupe 
that performed traditional Native American 
dances in full traditional costumes. The dance 
performers are the highlight of the evening 

because of the array of beautiful and intricate 
costumes and participating in the dances.

Cliff Matias, RNAAC director, narrated 
the dances as the performers danced to the 
drumbeat of the earth.

“The drumbeat represents the heartbeat 
of the Earth,” Matias said. “Each dance tells 
a story. The Grass Dance, performed by Rob 
White Magpie, tells the story of healing. The 
dance is performed at certain places and at 
certain times.”

The Grass Dance tells the story of a 
man who is wounded, but lies in tall grass 
and cannot be seen. Suddenly, he hears 
crickets that rush in to flatten the grass. He is 
eventually seen and rescued by his friends. 

Native American heritage comes alive at annual festival 

Matias also spoke about the real first 
Thanksgiving and how it was that Native 
Americans, who knew how to live off the 
land, provided food for the Pilgrims and 
educated them on how to grow their food 
to survive.

“This is one of the best festivals,”  
community member Sally Hamner said. “I 
really enjoy this venue. I think I’ve come to 
this venue for the past few years. My kids 
make me come.”

Hamner said they try to support all of 
the festivals, like the Asian Pacific Festival 
in the spring.

Spc. Amanda Chischilly demonstrated 
how to make fry bread, a Native American 
staple that consists of flour, sugar and baking 
powder, which is pan-fried or deep-fried. Fry 
bread generally is used as a complement to 
meals or can have toppings such as honey 
or beef. 

Chischilly’s grandfathers were Navajo 
code talkers in World War II. Code talkers 
were involved in every assault the U.S. 
Marines conducted in the Pacific from 1942-
45 and the codes were unbreakable.

“Navajo code used the first letter of the 
English equivalent in spelling, but was in the 
Navajo language,” Chischilly said. “The code 

talkers would speak in Navajo and translate it 
using the English equivalent. Then they used 
the first letter of the English spelling.”

Capt. Ed Gantt took his Naval Junior 
ROTC students from the Frederick Douglass 
High School in Upper Marlboro, Md., to the 
event. It was his first visit to West Point.

“One of our alumni, Capt. Gary Wade, 
has been hosting us and showing us around 
West Point,” Gantt said. “We’ve been on a 
whirlwind trip. All my years in the Army and 
this is the first time I have been here. I had no 
idea it would be this scenic.”

Class of 2014 and Cadet-in-Charge of the 
festival Sallena Samuel spoke to attendees 
about the Redhawk Native American Arts 
Council.

“The RNAAC provides the Corps of 
Cadets the chance to learn about various 
Native American cultures,” Samuel said. 
“The cadets also have the opportunity to 
attend events outside of West Point, such 
as powwows and outreach to other Native 
American cultures.” 

The festival is also a chance for community 
members to learn about and participate in 
dances, traditions and eliminate common 
stereotypes. The RNAAC also performs 
powwows at West Point in the spring.

Mamisol Emerson concentrates on creating a colorful bead necklace during 
the Native American Indian Festival Nov. 16 at the West Point Club. The event 
celebrates Native American Indian History Month and honors the contributions 
of Native Americans in United States history.

The annual Native American 
Festival was hosted by the Cadet 
Native American Forum and 
sponsored by the Simon Center 
for the Professional Military 
Ethic. The theme for the event 
was “Serving Our People, Serving 
Our Nations: Native Visions 
for Future Generations.” The 
event included native dances, 
displays of traditional artifacts, 
food samplings and crafts for 
children.
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Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

It wasn’t quite Thanksgiving yet, but it felt like a real 
homecoming when a large group of Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters gathered with their younger friends Nov. 18 at West 
Point. 

Cadets from the West Point Big Brothers Big Sisters Club 
celebrated the holiday at the Lee Child Development Center 
with an afternoon of activities—ranging from thoughtful and 
creative, energetic and hilarious, to culinary and tasty.

The group made good use of the facility’s gymnasium, 
playing with the inflatables, trying out the basketball nets, 
hula hoops and jump ropes and other recreational activities.

Red-faced and slightly perspiring, the kids cleaned up 
and began making the holiday meal. Valentine Pooley, a 
longtime volunteer and self-employed caterer, has prepared 
the Thanksgiving meal herself in the past. This year, it turned 
into a collaborative effort with cadets and children getting 
into the kitchen to add ingredients for the turkey stuffing and 
making batches of batter for cupcakes.

They also designed holiday cards with drawings and 
personal messages for deployed servicemembers. The cards 
will be delivered through the American Red Cross Holiday 
Mail for Heroes program, which teaches children the value 
of expressing gratitude during the holiday season.

Although the “Bigs” spend time each week with their 
“Littles” at the Highland Falls Intermediate School, it’s these 
monthly, much larger organizational gatherings that help 
foster the spirit of togetherness between the cadets and the 
children from the Highland Falls area.

“That’s really our goal with the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
program, to really cultivate that one-on-one mentor-mentee 
relationship and it has worked out beautifully,” Gretchen 
Faunce, mentoring manager for Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Orange County, said.

Class of 2015 Cadet Josh Norris serves as a club cadet-
in-charge with Class of 2014 Cadet Jessica Wagner. Norris 
said cadet life can become quite insular and focused at times, 
so community service is a good way to connect again with 
“the outside world.”

“It was important for me to give back and get involved,” 
Norris said. 

Norris began the process as a freshman and was matched 
up pretty quickly, he said, with his “Little,” who just turned 
10 this summer.

“During the school year, I’ve helped him out with his 

Bigs and Littles unite for holiday fun at Lee CDC

homework, or we’ll go outside and play and just talk about 
life,” Norris, a systems engineering major, said. “My ‘Little’ 
is kind of like me.”

One of the newest members of the club is Class of 2014 
Cadet Calla Glavin who was recently matched with her new 
pal Grace this semester.

“She’s just like me,” Grace said about her Big Sister.
They’ve been able to bond quickly through a lot of 

interesting activities—like attending an Army Women’s 
Soccer game to enjoying a West Point Band concert at Trophy 
Point. 

One thing they both agreed not to do together was 
homework.

“We play in the gym a lot. Sometimes we’ll read 
magazines, but mostly play games and talk a lot,” Glavin said.

Glavin, a member of the Army Women’s Lacrosse team, 
looks forward to showing Grace her skills on the field once 

the season starts up next semester. “Oh, she’s definitely 
invited to a game or two,” Glavin said. “She can sit on the 
bench with us.” 

Class of 2015 Cadet Aaron Kilner first joined Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters while attending the U.S. Military Academy 
Preparatory School when it was located in Fort Monmouth, 
N.J. 

“It was just a matter of wanting to help and so you then 
look for places where you can,” Kilner said. “The best option 
I found was with Big Brothers and Big Sisters.” 

Kilner has three younger brothers at home and said that 
experience helps, but he also shares a common interest in 
sports with his “Little.” Class of 2014 Cadet Katie Doody 
is the oldest of four siblings and sometimes experiences 
homesickness when she sees kids out and about.

“Being a part of Big Brothers Big Sisters has been like 
getting a little sister back again,” Doody said. 

Cadets from the West Point Big Brothers Big Sisters Club celebrated Thanksgiving early with their Littles 
at the Lee Child Development Center Nov. 18 with an afternoon of activities—ranging from thoughtful and 
creative, energetic and hilarious, to culinary and tasty.
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By New York National Guard Warrant 
Officer Ubon Mendie and Eric Durr, NYS 
Division of Military and Naval Affairs

Three New York Army National Guard 
Soldiers who were part of the state response 
to Hurricane Sandy’s devastation, got a first-
hand look at the U.S. Military Academy here 
as guests of their commander, Brig. Gen. 
Michael Swezey, on Nov. 17. 

Swezey, a 1980 USMA graduate and the 
commander of Joint Task Force Sandy, the 
New York National Guard force responding 
to the weather disaster, has made it his goal 
to get more New York Army National Guard 
Soldiers enrolled at West Point.

The academy reserves 85 slots in each 
class annually for Guard and Reserve 
Soldiers and Swezey wants to get as many 
New York Soldiers as possible to apply 
for those positions. So far four New York 
Army National Guard Soldiers have enrolled 
through this program.

He figures if he can get more New York 
National Guard Soldiers to visit West Point, 
he can get more who are willing to apply to 
attend the Aacademy, Swezey said.

“I knew nothing about West Point until 
my dad showed me the campus while we 
were on a road trip,” Swezey explained. “I 
immediately started the application process 
following the visit and it truly changed my 
life.”

So Swezey decided New York Army 
National Guard Pfc. Douglas Dolan, a 

member of the 466th Medical Company 
from Argyle, N.Y.; Spc. Naseer Carter, 
from Glen Cove, N.Y. and assigned to the 
204th Engineer Battalion; and Pvt. Rebecca 
Rousseau, a Brooklyn resident who serves in 
the 1156th Engineer Company, should get the 
same chance to see West Point he had.

They were among the more than 4,000 
New York National Guard Soldiers and 
Airmen who were called to duty by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo in response to Hurricane 
Sandy.

The “Get to Know West Point” event gave 
the Soldiers a chance to meet cadets and see 
what life is like at the military academy.

The half-day visit started at 8 a.m. 
and consisted of a morning briefing then 
attended classes and ate lunch with a cadet in 
Washington Hall, the cadet mess facility, said 
Maj. Brian Wire, the National Guard officer 
charged with recruiting Guard Soldiers as 
cadets. 

“The visits are a great opportunity for 
Soldiers to get to know a cadet and get a 
sense of what life would be like for them at 
the military academy,” Wire said.

“I could definitely see myself becoming 
a student here,” Carter said. “I always knew 
about the football and other sports, but I never 
considered actually attending this school; it 
just never crossed my mind.”

“I had no clue this was even an option,” 
Dolan added. “Someone opened the door, so 
I would be a fool not to follow this through. 
I’m thankful to have been on this trip, and I 

N.Y. Guardsmen get insight into cadet life
Three National Guard Soldiers deployed in response to Hurricane Sandy receive insider’s look at West Point

will surely follow up.”
West Point currently offers two special 

programs for current enlisted National Guard 
Soldiers seeking admission to the academy. 
Soldiers may gain accession through the 
Soldier Admissions Program directly to the 
military academy or to its preparatory school 
located at West Point.

The program can be of monumental 

help since servicemembers have the 
ability to become underclassmen without 
congressional or senate endorsement, which 
is a longer selective process, Wire said.

To receive more information on how 
to apply for the Soldier Admissions 
Program visit www.westpoint.edu or www.
nationalguard.com/careers/lead-from-the-
top/west-point.

New York Army National Guard Spc. Naseer Carter, Pfc. Douglas Dolan and Pvt. 
Rebecca Rousseau listen to Class of 2014 Cadet Jordan Lee of Queens, N.Y., 
as he explains his experiences at the academy during their visit here Nov. 17. 
                                         Photo by NeW york NatioNaL guard WarraNt offiCer uboN MeNdie 
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Parents Night Out
The Stony CDC is giving parents the night 

off from 4:30-11:30 p.m. Dec. 15. 
Reservations are required by Dec. 11. 
Children must be six weeks to 10 years 

old. All children must be registered with 
CYSS to participate. 

A light snack will be served. There is a 
minimal fee for this event. 

For more information, call 938-3921.

Golf ProShop Holiday sale
Get yourself ready for the next golf season 

during the ProShop holiday sale at the West 
Point Golf Course. 

Purchase your 2013 annual pass at the 
2012 rates. 

Draw chances to win from 5-30 percent 
off your merchandise purchases. 

A great time to get that special gift for a 
special golfer in your life. 

The ProShop is open from 9 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Monday-Saturday. 

For more information, call 938-2435.

Be an agent of change with Army 
Family Action Plan

Community members are invited to 
participate in the 2013 AFAP Conference 
Feb. 4-7,  2013.  

Soldiers, family members, civilian 
employees, retirees and youth can serve as 
delegates. 

With supervisor approval, the conference 
will be the place of duty for Soldiers and 
civilian employees.  

Lunch will be provided throughout the 
conference. On a case-by-case basis, limited, 
free childcare is available for volunteers 
supporting the conference.  

Registration forms are due no later than 
Jan. 31.

For more information or to register, visit 
www.westpointmwr.com/afap.htm or email 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu. 

Call for AFAP issues  
If you have a suggestion for how West 

Point and the Army can improve your quality 
of life, the Army Family Action Plan program 
wants to hear about it.  

Issues will be reviewed and prioritized at 
the annual installation AFAP conference in 
February 2013. Issue forms can be submitted 
anonymously.  

To submit an issue, submit an issue form 
at www.westpointmwr.com/afap.htm.  
Issues are due no later than Jan. 31.  

Call 938-3655 or email christina.
overstreet@usma.edu  for additional 
information.

Morgan Farm holiday kenneling
Heading out for the holidays? Give your 

family pet a home away from home for the 
holiday season at Morgan Farm.  

For more information, call 938-3926.

Hearts Apart for a monthly gathering to build 
resiliency, camaraderie and self-reliance.  

Each event will begin with valuable 
education and training and follow up with 
optional crafting time with friends.  

The next session will be held at ACS from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Dec. 13 with the class “Stress 
Management for the Holidays.”

Snacks and activities for kids will be 
provided.

For more information, call 845-938-3487 
to reserve your spot today. 

Space is limited. 

Community Holiday Party for your 
department

Looking for a special place with a festive 
atmosphere for your holiday party? Look no 
further then the West Point Club. 

You can have your holiday party from 
5-10 p.m. Dec. 20 in the Grand Ballroom, 
with music provided all night. 

The Club will provide a miniature tree 
and you will need to bring the decorations to 
personalize your table’s centerpiece.  

Dinner and a cash bar will be available 
for a minimal price per person. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-5120.

Army Digital Photography Show
The Army Digital Photography Show 

can be seen from Friday-Dec. 14 at the West 
Point Club.  

Join West Point Arts and Crafts Shop from 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Friday for the opening 
reception held at the West Point Club. 

The club will be serving coffee and 
cookies. 

Make sure to vote for your favorite photo 
during the club’s regular operating hours. 

The people’s choice winner of the show 
will win a free framing class at the Arts and 
Crafts Shop. 

For more information, call 938-4812.

Morgan Farm Army-Navy weekend 
special

Morgan Farm Kennels is offering three 
nights for the price of two for Army-Navy 
weekend. 

Drop off your pet Dec. 7 and pick it up 
on Dec. 10. 

Morgan Farm offers spacious climate-
controlled accommodations. Grooming will 
also be available. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-3926.

ACS Community Holiday Party
Join ACS for a community holiday party  

from 4-6 p.m. Dec.14 at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
Light refreshments will be served and  you 

can have your child’s photo taken with Santa. 
RSVP to Monica Orecchio at 938-3487.

Arts and Crafts Shop November 
classes

The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop is 
offering one more class in November with a 
make a keepsake gift box with Angela from 
5-7 p.m. tonight. 

Registration and prepayment required for 
all classes. 

For more information, call 938-4812.

Arts and Crafts Shop Holiday Framing 
Savings

The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop is 
offering 30 percent off everything, excluding 
ready made frames, from noon-4 p.m. today. 
There is a special for self-framers. 

Receive 25 percent off all moulding 
through Friday.

For more information, call 938-4812.

ACS’ Relocation Readiness workshops
There are several ACS’ Relocation 

Readiness workshops available in the next 
two months. The workshops include:

• Sponsorship Training workshop, 9-10 
a.m. Friday and Dec. 28;

• PCS workshops, 9-10 a.m. Dec. 20;
• Overseas Briefi ng workshop, 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Dec. 21.
All workshops are held at ACS Bldg. 622. 
For more information, call 938-3487.

2012 Army Digital Photography 
Contest

Calling all creative photographers 
to submit entries to the Army Digital 
Photography Contest. Submissions for the 
contest are due Friday. 

For more information, contact the West 
Point Arts and Crafts Shop at 938-4812 or 
armymwr.com/recleisure/artsandcrafts.

Santa Sprint 5K
The FMWR Fitness Center is hosting a 

Santa Sprint 5K Saturday with registration 
beginning at 7 a.m. and a shotgun start at 
8 a.m.  

Pre-registration begins one week prior to 
the race. The start and fi nish lines are at the 
FMWR Fitness Center. Strollers and leashed 
dogs  are welcomed.  

For more information, call 938-6490.

Wreaths Across America volunteers 
needed

Volunteers are needed to support Wreaths 
Across America Saturday with more than 
1,500 wreaths being delivered to the West 
Point Cemetery.  

Volunteers are asked to come out and 
assist with unloading and unpacking the 
wreaths at 10 a.m. Volunteers are also asked 
to assist with wreath laying following a brief 
1:30 p.m. ceremony.  

There is no need to sign up to participate, 
but if you have any questions, contact 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu.

Breakfast with Santa
Come join FMWR at the West Point Club 

from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday for a Breakfast 
with Santa in the Grand Ballroom. 

Enjoy a traditional breakfast buffet, visit 
Santa and have your photo taken with him. 

Reservations are recommended. 
For pricing and information, call 938-

5120.

West Point’s annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony

The West Point annual Tree Lighting  
Ceremony will take place at 6 p.m. Monday 
at Daly Field. Parking will be available at 
Clinton Lot. 

There will be holiday caroling and a 
special guest appearance by Santa Claus. 

Performances by the West Point Brass 
of the USMA Band and Protestant Cadet 
Chapel Choir.  

There will be refreshments, crafts and 
photos with Santa to follow at the West Point 
Club. 

For more information, call 938-4690.

Fall Story Hour 
Join the West Point Post Library for 

preschool story hour at 10 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday. It is the last story hour of the 
fall schedule.

Story hour is open to all West Point 
community children, ages 3-5. 

Pre-registration is required. 
For registration and more information, 

call 938-2974. 

Radio City Music Hall Christmas 
Spectacular

Leisure Travel Services is selling tickets 
for the Radio City Christmas Spectacular on 
three separate dates—Dec. 10, 3rd Mezzanine 
seating; Dec. 13, 2nd Mezzanine seating and 
Dec. 20, Orchestra Seating.  

All performances begin at 5 p.m. 
Departure from West Point is at 1 p.m. as 
the trip includes motor coach transportation. 
Return to West Point will be immediately after 
the performance.  

For more information, call LTS at 938-
3601.

Project Angel Tree
The Project Angel Tree program is 

presented by BOSS, ACS and the Exchange 
and will be held through Dec. 11. 

Pick a decoration with the age and gender 
of a West Point child and purchase an age 
appropriate gift with wrapping paper.  

Put the gift and the decoration from the 
tree in a box and return it under the tree. 

Thank you for your generosity and 
making a child’s Christmas morning special. 

For more information, call 938-4690.

ACS Hearts Apart Support Group
Join Army Community Service and 

At Your Leisure
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Celebrate Christmas at Knox’s Headquarters State 
Historic Site

For two Christmases, John and Catherine Ellison shared 
their home with the offi cers and soldiers of the Continental 
Army. Over the winter of 1780-81, Gen. Henry Knox, his 
wife Lucy and children were there, while two years later it 
was Gen. Horatio Gates and his military family of aides de 
camp who shared in the season’s festivities.  

From 5-8 p.m. Dec. 15 and 2-6 p.m. Dec. 16, tour the 1754 
Ellison house that is decorated for Christmas and staffed by 
Revolutionary War era costumed interpreters.  

Knox’s Headquarters is located at 289 Forge Hill Road, in 
Vails Gate, New York, three miles southeast of the intersection 
of I-87 and I-84.  

For more information, call 845-561-1765, ext. 22.

Santa’s Toy Box
It is Highland Falls Mayor Joe D’Onofrio’s goal that no 

child goes without a present to open this Christmas.
For the 20th year, the mayor has placed a “Toy Box” in 

the lobby of the Village Hall for residents to kindly donate a 
new, unwrapped toy that will make its way to a child within 
the community.

Gifts for children in the categories of “tot,” “child,” or 
“teen” can be dropped of in the Village Hall lobby from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday through Dec. 18.

For more information, call 845-446-3400.

Write a letter to Santa
Children have a chance to write Santa and Highland Falls 

Mayor Joe D’Onofrio will make sure the letter gets to Old 
Saint Nick.

Letters should be sent to Santa, c/o The Mayor, 303 Main 
Street, Highland Falls, NY 10928. To get the letters to Santa 
on time and get an answer back to the children, the letters 
need to be at Village Hall by Dec. 19.

To ensure a response, the letters must include the child’s 
name and address, preferrably written by a parent or guardian.

Reading Efficiency Course enrollment
There will be a Reading Effi ciency Course, also known 

as the Speed Reading Course, that is open to all cadets, staff 
and faculty Jan. 14-Feb. 11.

There will 10 easy lessons as part of the course.
For more information, call 938-2871. The course point of 

contact is 2nd Lt. Kaitlyn Kelly at 938-6213. 

Civilian Health Benefits Fair
The 2012-13 Federal Health Benefi ts Open Season is 

through Dec. 10. The fair will include representatives from 
FEHB providers (health, dental, vision), Occupational Health 
(fl u shots), American Federation of Government Employees 
and the Civilian Personnel Advisory Center.

For more information, contact Karen Wood at 938-2253 
or karen.wood@usma.edu.

Transition Assistance Program workshops (updated)
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. 

The N.Y. Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Dec. 11-14;
• Jan. 7-11;
• Jan. 15-18;
• Feb. 12-15;
• March 5-8;
• March 26-29.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Mass Transit Benefit Program
The rising cost of gasoline and increased commuter 

traffi c on the roadways have many people considering mass 
transportation alternatives, including bus transportation, rail 
travel and vanpooling. 

With the aid of the Mass Transit Benefi t Program, federal 
employees can receive up to $125 a month to supplement 
their commuting costs. 

The funds are managed monthly on a personal debit card 
and can be used like cash for bus tickets, train rides or van-
pooling related costs. 

Currently, 90 employees at West Point are taking 
advantage of this benefit and are greatly reducing their 
monthly commuting costs.  

Interested employees should contact Rosanne Chess 
at 938-2873 or by email for information about Mass 
Transportation Benefi t Program. 

Visit www.militaryvanpool.com or www.vride.com 
to learn more about vanpooling and take a tour of the vans.

Public Administration Program at AEC
John Jay College’s Master of Public Administration 

Program at West Point is now accepting new students for Fall 
II and Spring I sessions.

For more information, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite 
administrator, at 446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. 
The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 
Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-

Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. 
There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons 

when available. 

For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 
at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Trees for Troops
Trees for Troops organization is coming to West Point 

again. Community members have the opportunity to receive 
one of the free, live Christmas trees by registering on the 
Army Community Service facebook page at www.facebook.
com/WestPointArmyCommunityService and clicking on 
the Trees for Troops tab.  

You must “like” the page in order to enter. It is open only 
to eligible military ID card holders: Active duty, Reserve, 
National Guard, retirees and their family members.  

For more information, call 938-4621. 

Garrison Command’s new Facebook page
The West Point Garrison Command is the new owner of 

a Facebook page. 
The primary purpose of this page is for the West Point 

Garrison leadership to communicate directly to the entire West 
Point military community while highlighting or emphasizing 
specifi c information, issues and activities that affect the 
community. 

You can reach the page at www.facebook.com/
WestPointGarrison.

 

Beeswax Candle 101 
Come to the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Wildlife 

Education Center at 10 a.m. Saturday for a Beeswax Candle   
101 class where you create a rolled candle from harvested 
beeswax. 

Learn how bees make wax in their hive, its purpose to 
the colony and its many uses by humans from environmental 
educator Pam Golden. 

Create beeswax candles, which are highly regarded as 
environmentally friendly. Also visit The World of Bees 
Exhibit, which features a live colony of honeybees in a 
thriving observation hive. 

For more information, call 845-534-5506, ext. 204. To 
register for the program and to purchase candle making kits 
online, visit hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-534-5506, 
ext. 204.

The Museum is located at 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-
Hudson.

West Point Cadet String Ensemble
The West Point Cadet String Ensemble, under the direction 

of the USMA Band Commander, Lt. Col. Jim Keene, will 
perform its Winter Concert at 3 p.m. Saturday at the Haig 
Room in Jefferson Hall.

Celebrate the holiday season with classic pieces by Mozart 
and Beethoven as well as some seasonal favorites.  

Light refreshments will follow the concert.

Interested in Army Medicine?
Are you interested in Army Medicine commissioning 

training opportunities as a PA, nurse, MD, DO, dentist, 
veterinarian, social worker, physical therapist and psychologist? 

There will be informational briefing from 8:30-9:30 
a.m. and 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tuesday at the West Point 
Education Center (Room 10) and 2:30-3:30 p.m. Tuesday at 
Keller Army Community Hospital 4th fl oor classroom.

For more information, contact Capt. Christopher B. 
Cordova, Department of Orthopaedics physician assistant, 
at 938-6986.

At Your Leisure
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Ergonomic Lab Open House
Preventive Medicine’s Industrial Hygiene Department 

invites the community to attend the opening of the Ergonomic 
Lab from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. today at Bldg. 606, Room B-8.

There will be an information session at 10:15 a.m. and a 
technical presentation at 10:30 a.m.

Kent Webb, Industrial Hygiene program manager, will 
conduct a presentation “Ergonomics: A problem solving tool.”

For more information, contact Webb at 938-5837 or email 
Kent.Webb@amedd.army.mil.

New Pharmacy/Primary Care hours
Our number one priority is to provide you and your 

family with the best possible care.  As a result, the Pharmacy 
and Primacy Care Department will close early every 
Thursday afternoon for mandatory training.  

This weekly training is an Armywide requirement to 
ensure we continue to provide world-class healthcare.  

Starting Saturday, the Pharmacy Department will 
be closed from 1:30-3:30 p.m. and the Primary Care 
Department from noon-5 p.m. 

World AIDS Day 
Each year on Dec. 1, this Saturday, is an opportunity for 

people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV, show their 
support for people living with HIV and to commemorate 
people who have died. 

World AIDS Day is an opportunity for you to learn the 
facts about HIV and put your knowledge into action. 

Keller Corner

Friday—End of Watch, R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—House at the End of the Street, 
    PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
The TheaTer schedule also can be found aT 

WWW.shoPMyexChaNge.CoM.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752
NOW SHOWING

• Mitten Tree—To help those who need a little more 
warmth this season, Balfour Beatty Communities will have 
its annual Mitten Tree at 132 Bartlett Loop. 

The mitten tree is a Christmas tree decorated with your 
donations of gently used or new mittens, hats, gloves and 
scarves. All items will be donated to a local shelter on 
Dec. 18. 

If you would like to donate, just come on in and help 
us decorate. Let’s make our tree the warmest at West Point.

• Letters to Santa—Write a letter and drop it into 
Santa’s special letterbox at 132 Bartlett Loop by Dec. 17 
for a guaranteed delivery to Santa before Christmas. 

Balfour Beatty Communities will get it to the “Big 
Man” at the North Pole just for you.

• Holiday House Decorating Contest—Show your 
holiday spirit by decorating your house. BBC encourages 
everyone to get in on the fun. 

Homes must be nominated in order to be judged. To 
nominate your home or anyone’s home, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com. All nominations must be submitted by Dec. 19.  

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Nov. 29-Dec. 6
Command Channel 8/23

Army Newswatch 
Today, Friday and Monday 

through Dec. 6
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
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For more information, visit www.worldaidsday.org.

TRICARE: Separating from Active Duty
Health Net Federal Services will present “Separating 

from Active Duty” via live webinar at 3 p.m. Dec. 11.  Space 
is limited, so register today at www.hnfs.com/go/webinars.   

Not all children develop the same way … some 
need extra help                                                       

If you are a military family that resides at West Point 
and have a child ages birth to 3 years old with concerns 
relating to communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior and/or social 
interactions, contact the Educational and Developmental 
Intervention Services office.  

At West Point, the EDIS office is located at Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Bldg. 900.  

The number to call for information and assistance is 
938-2698/6868.

 
January Blood Drive Kickoff meeting                                                                                               

There will be a Kickoff Campaign Meeting from 2-3 p.m. 
Dec. 6 in the Army Education Center Bldg. 683, Training 
Room #10, in preparation for the upcoming Armed Services 
Blood Program’s Blood Drive Jan. 7-10.  

It is requested that appointed key personnel from each 
activity attend this meeting. Provide the names of those 
attending to Mary Mandia at 938-2583 or via email at Mary.
Mandia@amedd.army.mil by Dec. 6.

At Your Leisure

Celebrate the season with the West Point Band
Submitted by the West Point Band

The West Point Band will present its annual holiday 
celebration, “A West Point Holiday,” at 3 p.m. Dec. 15-16. 
Featuring the Quintette 7, and the combined forces of the 
Concert Band and Jazz Knights, the concert promises to be a 
multi-media extravaganza celebrating the spirit of the season. 

If you have the opportunity to arrive early, the West Point 
Steel Band will be performing in the lobby beginning at 2 p.m. 

The performances will take place at Eisenhower Hall 
Theatre and are open and free to the public. 

Free tickets can be downloaded at www.usma.edu/band. 
The concerts will feature a wide variety of holiday tunes, 

ranging from Silent Night to You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch. 
Also included are The Chanukah Story, The Twelve Days of 
Christmas and Santa Claus is Coming to Town. 

In attendance will be a certain visitor from the North Pole, 
so make sure to bring the children.

Free shuttle bus service will be available to the public for 
both performances. 

Patrons are encouraged to drop off their guests at 
Eisenhower Hall and use the free service. 

More information, including a detailed map, can be found 
by visiting www.westpointband.com or by calling 938-2445.

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 
938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com.

The West Point Band will present its annual holiday celebration, “A West Point Holiday,” at 3 p.m. Dec. 15-
16 at Eisenhower Hall Theatre.                Photo by staff sgt. Chrissy CLark/West PoiNt baNd 
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Salute to Service

The West Point 
Band performed 
a t  M e t L i f e 
Stadium for the 
halftime show of 
the N.Y. Giants 
and Green Bay 
Packers NFL game 
Sunday. The show 
included patriotic 
favorites like God 
B less  Amer ica 
and the Armed 
Forces Medley. 
In keeping with 
the NFL's Salute 
to Service, those 
who are serving or 
have served in the 
U.S. military were 
recognized.  
Photo by staff sgt. 
toriN oLseN

FAST CLASS
ASVAB/AFCT Score Improvement

The West Point Education Center is offering a FAST 
Class to improve ASVAB/AFCT scores from 12:30-4:30 
p.m. Jan. 8-28. An enrollment form can be obtained from 
your education counselor.

A prior TABE D test is mandatory for all FAST 
Class participants, which is scheduled Dec. 20, as well 
as a memo from the student’s commander. Contact the  
Education Center for the Commander’s memo.  

AFCT (in-service ASVAB) is administered to 
Soldiers wanting to raise their ASVAB scores, including 
GT score, after the class completion. DA Form 4187 is 
required to take AFCT; other eligibility requirements 
also apply.

For more information, call 938-3464/5389 DSN 688-
3464/5389 or email nancy.judd@usma.edu.

Signif icant West Point 
contributions to U.S. history
November events during War of 1812 

and Civil War
November 1812—Maj. William McRee, Class of 

1805, was cited for valor and distinguished service during 
the American invasion of Canada in the fall of 1812.

Though the campaign was ultimately a failure, McRee’s 
service resulted in a brevet promotion to lieutenant colonel.

Nov. 5, 1862—President Abraham Lincoln relieved 
Maj. Gen. George McClellan, Class of 1846; Maj. 
Gen. Ambrose Burnside, Class of 1847, was appointed 
commander of the Army of the Potomac.

(Editor’s note: West Point history notes provided by 
Sherman Fleek, U.S. Military Academy historian.)

BTD, DMI Turkey Bowls

(Above) The Department of Military Instruction’s 
annual Turkey Bowl was held under the lights 
of Michie Stadium Nov. 19. The contest was 
between the officers and noncommissioned 
officers within the Military Science Division 
(MS) and those from the Military Training, 
Accessions and Defense and Strategic Studies 
Divisions (MAD). The Military Science team 
boasted an early lead in the first quarter, one 
which they would never relinquish in the 43-20 
win against their department colleagues. (Right) 
The Brigade Tactical Department officers and 
NCOs met for their annual Turkey Bowl Nov. 19 
at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School 
Football Stadium. BTD Officer wide receiver Jay 
Johnston eludes BTD NCO cornerback James 
Reed during the first half of the BTD Officers’ 
24-8 win over the NCOs. Johnston scored 
a touchdown in the second half to help the 
officers win for the second straight year.
   Photos by Mike strasser (above) aNd eriC s. barteLt (right) 
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Sophomore Olivia Schretzman scored 18 points and grabbed 10 rebounds, her second double-double of the 
season, to help Army defeat Air Force 72-68 Nov. 23 at the U.S. Air Force Academy.  toMMy giLLigaN/usMa Pao

Saturday—Women’s Basketball vs. Yale, Christl 
Arena, 3 p.m. (Promotions: West Point Women’s Club/
DUSA Day, West Point Schools Day—ticket specials 
available.) 

Saturday—Hockey vs. AIC, Tate Rink, 7:05 p.m. (Join 
us for “TK Knight” as we remember an American Hero, 
former Army Hockey player and Officer Representative, 
Maj. Tom Kennedy. The team is planning to recognize 
his family prior to the game and all fans in attendance 

will receive a commemorative TK sticker.)  

Tuesday—Men’s Basketball vs. Marist, Christl Arena, 
7 p.m. (Promotions: Battle of the Hudson.)

Dec. 6—Wrestling vs. Drexel, Gillis Field House, 6 p.m.
Attention: Tickets are still available for basketball 

and hockey. Stop by Gate 3 of Michie Stadium (8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.), visit goarmysports.com or call 
1-877-TIX-ARMY. 

Army Sports home schedule (Nov. 29-Dec. 6)

Pointer View  Army and Community Sports

By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Kelsey Minato set an Army women’s basketball 
record with 13 made free throws as Army defeated academy 
rival Air Force, 72-68, Nov. 23 at Clune Arena at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. 

Minato had a team-high 20 points to lead four Black 
Knights in double figures as Army improved to 5-1 on the 
season, including a flawless 4-0 mark on the road.

The win did not come easy for the Black Knights as Air 
Force (0-4) shot nearly 50 percent (26-53) from the floor, but 
seven points from Minato, including five from the charity 
stripe, in the final 1:57 sealed the victory for Army.

Sophomore Olivia Schretzman had her second double-
double of the season with 18 points and 10 rebounds, while 
freshman Aimee Oertner chipped in 14 points and nine 
rebounds. 

Senior Anna Simmers rounded out Army’s double-digit 
scorers with her 13-point effort.

Air Force’s defense smothered Army for most of the game 
and especially in the first half, as the Black Knights were 
forced to settle for numerous last-second shots as the shot 
clock nearly expired. 

The rushed shots resulted in Army shooting just 10-29 
(34.5 percent) from the floor in the first 20 minutes, including 
a combined 3-18 clip by Simmers and junior Jen Hazlett.

Despite a pair of scoreless streaks which stretched nearly 
eight minutes in the first half, the Black Knights still took a 
lead into halftime, 32-30, led by nine first-half points from 
Simmers. Army entered the game 3-0 when leading at the half.

Army’s lead evaporated just three minutes into the second 
stanza as the game’s leading scorer Alicia Leipprandt scored 
four of her 23 points in the opening minutes of the half. 

The Black Knights battled back, recapturing the lead at 
13:50 after Minato went 3-for-3 from the line after getting 
hit on a three-point attempt.

The Falcons made one more strike with just over five 
minutes remaining, taking a 57-56 advantage, which they 
held for nearly 90 seconds.

Oertner rallied Army with a layup basket and a foul 
shot, giving the Black Knights a two-point edge with 3:41 
remaining, which they would never relinquish. Army made 
eight free throws in the final three minutes to clinch the win.

The victory for Army broke the all-time series tie with 
Air Force as the Black Knights took an 8-7 advantage in the 
15-game series.

“It was a tremendous second-half effort by our team,” 
Army head coach Dave Magarity said. “I felt Olivia 
Schretzman was remarkable—one of the best games of her 
young career. She showed great toughness and leadership. 
And once again Kelsey Minato came up big in the clutch 
and down the stretch with her free throws.

“Despite poor shooting overall, 
we found a way to win which is very 
encouraging for such a young team. It’s a 
very big win for us; anytime you beat an 
academy it is,” he added. “To win three 
silver stars in a row and beat them on 
their home court two straight times, it just 
shows how much we battle.

“Credit Air Force for playing a great 
game—Alicia Leiprandt is a big-time 
player,” Magarity concluded. “To win 
this game showed tremendous character 
and toughness because Air Force probably 
played their best game of the year so far.”

Women’s Basketball tops Air Force 72-68, improves to 5-1
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Ellis scores 37 points, but Army loses in double OT

By Christian Anderson
Army Athletic Communications

Army and Binghamton split 10 bouts, but the 
Black Knights won on the third tie-breaker to 
sneak past the Bearcats, 16-15 and earn their first 
victory of the young season Saturday afternoon 
at the Northeast Duals. 

Army (1-1) and Binghamton (0-3) both won 
five bouts by decision and the score was tied 
at 15-15 at the end of the match, but the Black 
Knights earned the win because they outscored 
the Bearcats, 37-36, in total match points. 

Sophomore Hunter Wood gave the Black 
Knights an early 3-0 lead following his 8-2 
victory over Mike Sardo in the 125-pound bout. 

Army’s advantage was short-lived, however, 
as Binghamton won the next three matches to 
move in front of the Black Knights, 9-3. Army 
freshman Brian Harvey began a run of four 
straight Black Knight wins by taking a 7-6 
decision from Brian Conrad at 157 pounds. 

Juniors Paul Hancock and Ryan Tompkins 
followed with victories of their own to supply 
Army with a 12-9 edge. Hancock knocked off 
Vincent Grella, 8-2, in the 165-pound bout and 
Tompkins earned a 5-3 verdict opposite Caleb 
Wallace at 174 pounds. Black Knight senior 
Collin Wittmeyer capped Army’s run with a 2-0 
blanking of Cody Reed in the 184-pound contest. 

Binghamton rallied to win the final two 
weights, forging a 15-15 tie. With both teams 
winning five bouts, and neither team producing a 
fall or technical fall victory, the third tie-breaker 
had to be used, and Army came out on top thanks 
to its one-point edge in total match points. 

Wrestling drops Binghamton at the Northeast Duals

Senior Daniel Young, who is ranked 20th in the 
nation in the 149-pound weight class, lost 1-0 
in a close match to #4-ranked Donnie Vinson of 
Binghamton during the Northeast Duals Nov. 24.   
                  eriC s. barteLt/Pv

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

Senior forward Ella Ellis scored 
a career-high 37 points, including 
16 of Army’s 17 points in overtime, 
but the Yale Bulldogs came away 
with an 86-83 double-overtime 
victory at John J. Lee Amphitheater 
Nov. 24. The loss snapped Army’s 
(3-2) three-game winning streak, 
while the Bulldogs (2-5) ended a 
two-game skid. 

Ellis’ hit  10-of-20 shots, 
including a 3-for-8 showing from 
three-point range. He knocked 
down 14 of his 15 free throw 
opportunities, including all six in 
the overtime periods. 

It was the highest-scoring game 
by an Army player since Mark 
Lueking scored 41 against Wesley 
on Jan. 30, 1996. It was the best 
scoring performance against a 
Division I opponent since Lueking 
went for 43 against Bucknell on 
March 4, 1995. 

Three other Army players 

scored in double figures. Junior 
Josh Herbeck, freshmen Kyle 
Wilson and Matt Gramling each 
had 10 points. 

It was the fourth time in five 
games that Wilson scored at least 
10 points, while Gramling reached 
the mark for the first time in his 
young career. 

Rookie Dylan Cox grabbed 
seven rebounds, including four on 
the offensive end, and led the team 
with three assists. 

Austin Morgan paced the 
Bulldogs with 19 points. Sam 
Martin scored 11 points, including 
the game-winning three-pointer 
with less than 30 seconds left 
in the second overtime. Matt 
Townsend, Michael Grace and 
Justin Sears added 15, 14 and 10 
points, respectively. 

Army ou t rebounded  the 
Bulldogs, 44-41, and shot 50 
percent after halftime (20-40). The 
Black Knights were just 7-for-28 in 
the first 20 minutes, and trailed at 
halftime, 21-19. 

Senior forward Ella Ellis scored a career-high 37 points, including 16 points in overtime, in Army’s 
86-83 double overtime loss to Yale Nov. 24. It was the highest point total by an Army player since 
Mark Lueking’s 41 points on Jan. 30, 1996.                   toMMy giLLigaN/usMa Pao


