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SCUSA delegates discuss in policy development

Delegates congregated throughout the Jefferson Hall Library for roundtable discussions on a wide variety of topics concerning American priorities in an age 
of austerity during the 64th annual Student Conference on United States Affairs at West Point Nov. 7-10. (Below) The many faces of SCUSA reflected the 
great diversity of this conference. More than 250 students, service academy cadets and servicemembers participated in this year’s conference, including 
representatives of 30 international schools and militaries. The theme of the 2012 SCUSA conference was “Leading in Lean Times.”
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See SCUSA, Page 3

‘Leading in Lean Times’ 
theme is focus for deep 
roundtable discussions

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Class of 2013 Cadet Hamid Nasir was understandably 
thrilled in the opening hours of the 2012 Student Conference 
on United States Affairs.

The group of SCUSA delegates he would lead through a 
series of roundtable discussions were perfectly matched to the 
task ahead. They would spend the next three days discussing, 
pondering, debating and drafting a thorough policy-focused 
paper on American priorities in South and Central Asia 

beyond 2014.
“We have an amazing group of delegates—from Sri Lanka, 

Afghanistan, Lebanon—who are natives from those regions,” 
Nasir said. “It’s a phenomenal opportunity to work with this 
group of people. I mean, there are some Rhodes (Scholar) 
finalists here.” 

Nasir was also pleased to have such a relevant topic to 
discuss with a roomful of brilliant minds.

“The caveat is the subject is in an austere environment 
where we don’t have many resources anymore,” Nasir said. 
“Over the last 10 years, we’ve given American lives to develop 
this region forward, and all of a sudden in 2014 we’re going to 
get out. So the question is: how in a time of limited resources 
are we going to preserve the gains we’ve made in this region?”

Other groups were tasked with topics ranging from U.S. 
democracy promotion after the Arab Spring, Federalism 
and the challenge of Homeland Security, challenges and 
opportunities in Sino-American relations and American 

security and the emerging challenges in cyberspace.
The common theme running throughout the 64th iteration 

of this conference was “Leading in Lean Times: Assuring 
Accountability and Assessing American Priorities in an Age 
of Austerity.”

“The big picture is figuring out how America retains its 
hegemonic stature in a time where resources are limited,” 
Nasir said.

For Nasir, this is his third and final SCUSA experience (he 
missed out last year while studying abroad in Morocco). Last 
time he served in the No. 2 position as chief of staff, which 
still surprises him making such a leap in responsibility as a 
sophomore, essentially overseeing the entire operation with 
the SCUSA commander. 

Before that, Nasir remembers, as a freshman, helping 
out in whatever way he could “just to get a foot in the door.”

“I’ve always wanted to be involved in SCUSA,” Nasir 
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News and Features

Submitted by USMA Civilian 
Personnel Advisory Center 

Army civilians serve alongside Soldiers every day, in 
every theater. 

From state-side garrisons to forward operating bases in 
Afghanistan, Army civilians write contracts, deliver goods, 
manage networks, operate ranges, manage business operations 
and provide support functions that would otherwise present 
distractions to training and wartime operations. From the 
sound of reveille to when a Soldier turns out the lights at 
the end the day, Soldiers are supported by their civilian 
counterparts.

There are vacant positions throughout the U.S. Army 
which need to be fi lled so installations and commands can 
provide world-class and world-wide customer service and 
deliver programs and services to Soldiers, civilians and 
families. These vacancies mean hiring opportunities for 
veterans and non-veterans alike.  

Many of the benefi ts of federal employment are obvious: 
paid job-related training and education, comprehensive 
benefi ts packages and leave accrual rates based on time in 
service. In addition to opportunities in the U.S., civilians serve 
around the world in locations such as Japan, Korea, Europe 
and Puerto Rico, among many others.

There are also many not-so-obvious benefi ts. The sense of 

camaraderie and teamwork is strong in the civilian workforce, 
as it is among active-duty Soldiers, as is the emphasis Army 
civilians place on values.

The sense of accomplishment and value is high in the 
Army civilian workforce. In a recent Federal Employee 
Viewpoint Survey, 92 percent of federal employees answered 
positively to the statement “The work I do is important.”

Training and leader development is also as pervasive in 
the civilian workforce as it is in uniform. 

The Civilian Education System, modeled after the Army 
Non-commissioned Offi cer Education System, provides a full 
spectrum of continuing education and career development 
courses. Civilians are first exposed to the training at 
inprocessing to their fi rst duty station and have access to 
schools and virtual classes to help them progress from entry-
level to Senior Executive Service.

A wide variety of positions are currently being recruited 
for at West Point as well as Fort Hamilton, N.Y. (whose 
civilians are also serviced by the West Point Civilian Personnel 
Advisory Center). These vacancies include both Appropriated 
Fund and Non-Appropriated Fund positions in a variety of 
fi elds and across many commands. 

There is a great need for both blue-collar and white-collar 
skill sets, as well as a strong demand for those in medical 
professions to provide care for Soldiers. 

To learn more about civilian job opportunities at 
West Point, go to www.
USAJOBS.gov and type 
West Point, N.Y. into the 

search feature. 
For additional information about the application process, 

visit www.westpoint.army.mil/cpac/ or contact the Civilian 
Personnel Advisory Center at 845-938-3943.

If you have been a victim of sexual assault, 
contact the West Point Helpline... 
• At West Point, call or text, 845-659-7467;
• Visit www.preventsexualassault.army.mil;
• Visit the DOD Safe Helpline at www.SafeHelpline.org;
• Call the Safe Helpline at 877-995-5247 or text 55247 
inside the U.S. or 202-470-5546 outside the U.S.

CPAC encourages job-seekers to go Army...civilian workforce
WORKING AT WEST POINT

Helpful links
• www.USAJOBS.gov
• www.westpoint.army.mil/cpac
• www.cpol.army.mil/• www.cpol.army.mil/

We’ll miss you too...
Please note there will be no issue of 

the Pointer View next week, due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

The next publication date is Nov. 29 
where we’ll highlight the two Turkey 
Bowls happening on post and provide 
coverage of the National American Indian 
Heritage Month Observance. 

We will also tell you what we learned 
about a new solar panel installation 
project and share an interview with West 
Point’s Food Service Professional of the 
Year.

In our absence, check out www.
usma.edu for any updates. Have a happy 
Thanksgiving!

—The Pointer View Staff
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SCUSA, cont’d from Page 1

A group of delegates occupied the Haig Room on the top floor of the Jefferson 
Hall Library during the 64th annual SCUSA conference to discuss the topic of 
“The Dollars and Sense of American Grand Strategy.” Serving as the group’s co-
chairs over the course of four days were Col. Susan Bryant, an Army strategist 
serving in the Strategic Plans and Policy Directorate of the Army Staff, and Jason 
Forrester, a presidentially-appointed special assistant to the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army (Manpower and Reserve Affairs). 

Class of 2013 Cadet Hamid Nasir led a dynamic and 
diverse group of delegates during the 2012 Student 
Conference on United States Affairs Nov. 7-10. 

said. “I knew early on I wanted to study international 
relations,and this conference is an amazing opportunity to 
meet some of the great minds of our generation.”

Developing and writing a policy paper in 72 hours 
may seem a daunting task, but the co-chairpersons serving 
as advisers, mentors and subject matter experts make the 
challenge less stressful.

“We have the benefit of these professionals who take time 
out of their schedules to come help and mentor us,” Nasir 
said. “They have either been in the region or have worked 

On the final day, each group was required to present its  
work in skit form. Given the intellectual capital invested 
in the policy papers, ending the conference in a somewhat  
informal and sometimes comical performance might seem 
counterintuitive but history has shown it to be exactly what 
the students need.

“It’s absolutely the perfect ending,” Nasir said. “It adds 
a moment of levity to the situation. We’re discussing some 
very profound and deep issues that are not laughable matters. 
These are some serious challenges confronting the United 
States right now, and the fact that we can end this conference 
with a skit—and get a little silly—that simply adds a human 
dimension to it all.”

Early on in the conference, Nasir wasn’t sure if their paper 
would amount to anything groundbreaking or have a chance 
of being selected for publication in the Undergraduate Journal 
of Social Sciences. 

“We might not make any huge gains from this, but the 
civil-military relations that are going on here are unreal,” 
Nasir said. “That’s the beauty of this conference. It’s a truly 
international cohort going on every day and everyone gets to 
learn from this experience.”

Alyssa Min, an international relations major at the 
University of Southern California in Los Angeles, found 
SCUSA to be a unique experience.

“I’d previously attended conferences in the past, so I 
wasn’t expecting SCUSA to be too different from the others, 
but the caliber of students that I met, as well as the eye-
opening ‘West Point’ lifestyle, definitely made it like none 
other,” Min said. “I learned so much from my peers in the 
roundtable and the process of breaking down a problem and 
looking at the bigger strategic picture without getting bogged 
down by details is a skill I will continue to develop, thanks 
to SCUSA.” 

in the regions we are assigned to, bringing us on-the-ground 
experience. The insight they provide us is amazing.”

Many of the chairpersons assigned to the groups have 
previous SCUSA experience—whether as cadets, faculty 
members or returning military and industry leaders. Lt. Col. 
Rebecca Patterson, an assistant professor at the National 
Defense University, brought with her the experience of serving 
as an economist at the World Bank and a strategic advisor for 
the International Security Assistance Force Headquarters in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. She’s also served in Iraq as an economic 
advisor to the 1st Armored Division and as a faculty member 
in the Department of Social Sciences at the U.S. Military 
Academy. 

“Our jobs are really to foster the discussion between the 
participants and hopefully keep them on track while they 
develop their policy paper,” Patterson said.

Though she wouldn’t provide her delegates with the exact 
math, Patterson was a SCUSA cadet nearly two decades 
ago. She said students are smarter, more articulate and just 
generally more resourceful than she remembered being as a 
SCUSA cadet.

“I think 18 years ago, we weren’t as savvy as students are 
today. They really do see the value of writing in academics 
and thinking rigorously,” Patterson said. 

Of course, hers was the pre-Internet era of academics, 
before information was both immediate and portable. 
Patterson saw one delegate struggle to translate the name of 
an international agency, and in lieu of saying it in his native 
Farsi, he described the organization. Moments later, another 
delegate across the room extracted the name from his laptop 
through a WiFi connection and the discussion continued its 
course unimpeded.

“The amount of information available to them today is 
certainly vastly greater than it was back when there was 
no Internet,” Patterson said. “So I think it’s important they 
incorporate their experiences and knowledge throughout the 
conference and we, as co-chairs, can try to be more Socratic 
and draw out their experiences.”

Visit the USMA Flickr site to see some of the faces 
from this year’s SCUSA—the next generation of America’s 
leaders and policy-makers—at www.flickr.com/photos/
west_point/. Additional reporting on this story is available 
at www.usma.edu.
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Former Army astronaut takes on new mission

Retired Col. Tim J. Creamer spoke at a 
colloquium of West Point staff and faculty Nov. 
8 at Thayer Hall. The intent of Creamer’s return 
to West Point was to increase interest among 
the cadets in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics or STEM topics. Creamer also  
provided more one-on-one time with cadets to 
answer their questions during an evening lecture.

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Retired Col. Timothy Creamer visited West Point staff and 
faculty Nov. 8 at Thayer Hall to talk about the importance of science 
and later spoke with cadets on the subject. Creamer was an assistant 
professor in physics at the U.S. Military Academy from 1992-95, 
enjoyed a career as an Army astronaut, and has been on a mission 
to promote interest in science and technology. 

“The main purpose of his talk is to increase interest among 
cadets in science, technology, engineering and mathematics or 
STEM topics,” Maj. Adrienne Prem, Department of Physics and 
Nuclear Engineering instructor, said.

The title for the evening lecture for cadets was “Where we come 
from, where we are and where we are going,” and he spoke about 
current and future operations at NASA and his own experiences 
as an astronaut.

Science is the reason for the existence of the International Space 
Station, where Creamer spent a total of 163 days in 2009-10. The 
former Army astronaut is currently the Payload Operations director 
for NASA in Huntsville, Ala., and is responsible for coordinating 
real-time operations of all ISS-based science events. He is also a 
congressional liaison for NASA to promote science literacy.

“I can’t tell you how many representatives in Congress asked 
me how many times the space shuttle went to the moon,” Creamer 
said. “I said, let’s talk about physics. It’s hard going to the moon  
because of speed. You need to travel 20,000 miles per hour to get 
to the moon.”

The ISS is considered a low earth orbit and is 250 miles up, 
which makes it easier to get to as opposed to the moon.

“The shuttle can reach the ISS with no problem, but if it was a 
little further, it couldn’t; a little closer and we would be suffering 
with atmospheric drag and eventual de-orbit,” Creamer said. “In 
the grand scheme of the population of those who have flown the 
earth, we don’t get very far away.”

However, that may change. Creamer spoke about the future 
of NASA in the space program and developing plans to send 
astronauts to Mars.

“Going to Mars does present a lot of problems,” Creamer said. 
“NASA is building a rocket, the SLS or Space Launch System, to 
go to Mars using liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen as propulsion 
systems.”

The SLS is also slated for exploring the possibility of landing 
on asteroids. Creamer said a Mars mission must consider long-term 
space flights, which can also cause problems.

“Space causes muscle atrophy and balance issues due to inner 
ear problems,” Creamer said. “You actually can train yourself to 
avoid ear problems and daily exercise on board the ISS has aided 
in the reduction of muscle atrophy.”

Space travel to Mars will take at least eight months, just to get 
there and the overall trip will be nearly three years. Astronauts have 
a certain window of the energy available to transfer between the 
orbits of Mars and Earth between the low points, which occur every 
26 months. Creamer launched aboard the Soyuz TMA-17 crew 

Creamer promotes STEM education, speaks with cadets on physics, space travel
capsule on Dec. 21, 2009, from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan, docking with the ISS. Two days later, he joined 
the Expedition 22 crew and, for the next 161 days, Creamer 
lived and worked aboard the ISS as a flight engineer and 
NASA science officer on Expedition 22/23.

Creamer is a frequent visitor to West Point. He spoke to 
cadets in March 2011 about his time aboard the International 
Space Station. 

Retired Col. Timothy Creamer visited the U.S. Military 
Academy Nov. 8 and spoke first with staff and faculty 
on STEM education before an evening lecture with 
cadets on science and space travel.



5November 15, 2012Pointer View  News and Features

Cadet aCtivities Update
Rugby Team: Men’s Rugby hosted University at 

Buffalo Nov. 10 at the Anderson Rugby Complex, where 
the team secured the Empire Conference with a convincing 
35-10 win. The team will now begin preparations for the 
spring national championship season, which will kickoff 
in March.  

Glee Club: Twenty-five members of the West Point 
Cadet Glee Club traveled to Houston for the Military 
Appreciation activities sponsored by the Houston Texans 
Nov. 2-4. Cadets sang at the Texas Children’s Hospital 
and DeBakey VA Hospital. The club went to the Kemah 
Boardwalk and sang in the finale of a “Salute to Military 
Service” event. The performance concluded in spectacular 
fashion with a member of the Army Golden Knights 
parachuting in with the American flag while the group 
sang the national anthem. 

The next day the club sang “God Bless America” prior 
to the Houston Texans game and then the national anthem 
as the eagle “Challenger” soared into the stadium. During 
the visit, cadets met with many distinguished military 
members and civilians highlighted by President George 
H.W. Bush, who personally greeted and shook hands with 
each club member.

Promoting the science behind spirit
    The West Point Chemical Engineering Club cadets led a 

“Rocket Rutgers!” spirit demo in front of Bartlett Hall Nov. 9. 
This event was a culmination of a weeklong chemical 

engineering effort in the club consisting of planning, developing 
and executing a wire-guided demonstration that defeated the 
Rutgers “R” with multiple “Army Strong!” rocket attacks.  

These cadet rocketeers of the “ChemE” club fired up the Corps 
on the way past Bartlett Hall between classes with more than 
35 Army rockets in the name of Army spirit. Cadets fabricated 
the rocket motors and developed the wire-guided system under 
the direction of Lt. Col. Robert Bozic, assistant professor in the 
Department of Chemistry and Life Science.

(Left, below) Class of 2013 
Cadets Nathan Nguyen, 
Amy Hill, Dana Sullivan, 
Matt Letarte, Josh Kappes 
and Floren Herrera cheer 
for an Army victory during 
the  Rocket Rutgers!” 
demo in front of Bartlett 
Hall Nov. 9 as the wire-
guided rocket takes off.              
                   Courtesy Photos
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Baker Zachary Gillon works on the traditional gingerbread house Nov. 13 inside 
the Washington Hall Cadet Mess, as he has done for the past 15 years. The 
annual holiday decoration is created with 400 pounds of flour, 3,000 candies, 
200-300 cookies, about 100-200 pounds of icing and a roof entirely made 
with graham crackers. The gingerbread house was constructed Tuesday and 
Wednesday in time for the Corps of Cadets’ Thanksgiving meal today.               
                                                                          Photo by Kathy eastwood/PV

Tasty display decorates Cadet 
Mess Hall for holidays

SHOW SOME SPIRIT, SUPPORT 
The BTD Turkey Bowl Monday

T h e  B r i g a d e  Ta c t i c a l 
Department’s annual Turkey Bowl 
is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Monday 
at Shea Stadium.

The Turkey Bowl is a flag football 
game pitting the Brigade Tactical 
Department’s noncommissioned 
officers versus officers. It is free and 
open to the public.

For more information, contact 
Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Snuggs, 
Company I-1 TAC NCO, at 938-
0524.

tommy GilliGan/usma Pao

By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point Middle School invited 
veterans from the community and those on 
the school’s staff to a performance Nov. 9 in 
honor of Veterans Day. 

Performances included skits, songs and 
poetry selections. This year, the middle 
school performed skits with talented students 
from the drama class and dance routines from 
the eighth-grade physical education class.

Melissa Prosperie, a teacher at the middle 
school, said the youths work hard on the skits 
every year.

“We do different styles (of performances) 
every year,” Prosperie said. “The video 
production class here put together the video 
for the performances.”

Prosperie said they have been working 
on the skits and other performances since 
September. 

The schools Advanced Band, with a 
variety of instruments that can be likened to 
a full orchestra, performed great tunes to a 
delighted audience.

Several veterans were recognized during 
the event among the many servicemembers 
and West Point community members in 
attendance.

Students honor veterans 
with talented performances

DEP/Law 
team wins 

championship
The challenge of playing an Ultimate 
Frisbee championship in November is not 
only overcoming the opponent, but all 
the surrounding elements factoring into 
the game. Considering the contest Nov. 7 
between the Departments of English and 
Philosophy and Law team and the Math 
team, throwing against a rock-solid ground 
against a stubborn nor’easter wind proved 
to be the ultimate challenge. The original 
championship meeting was postponed 
when the River Courts flooded due to 
Hurricane Sandy, so the winter weather 
was actually an improvement. In the end, 
the DEP/Law team defeated Math, 7-4, 
to earn the title of 2012 Ultimate Frisbee 
champions.   Photos by miKe strasser/usma Pao

The strong, accurate throws by Stephen Finn aided the DEP/Law team to a 7-4 
win over Math during the championship game Nov. 7 at the River Courts.
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Story and photo by Britney L. Walker
Keller Army Community Hospital PAO

Sgt. Ralph Cipriati, Sgt. Sean Hook and 
Spc. Miguel Ramos, three former Soldiers 
assigned to the Keller Army Community 
Hospital Warrior Transition Unit, were 
presented Purple Heart medals Nov. 8 during 
a Warrior Care Month banquet hosted by the 
Soldier and Family Assistance Center at the 
West Point Club.

“The Purple Heart is awarded to 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
were wounded by an instrument of war in 
the hands of the enemy. It is one of the most 
recognized and respected medals awarded to 
servicemembers,” Col. Felicia Pehrson, West 
Point Health Service Area commander, said. 
“We are so very pleased and proud to be able 
to present the Purple Heart medal to three very 
deserving former Soldiers.”

There were three separate incidents that 
led to each individual Soldiers’ nomination to 
receive a Purple Heart for actions displayed 
while deployed defending their nation. 

Cipriati was stationed in Afghanistan in 
2010 when his unit was attacked by mortar 

rounds. While running to his battle position, 
an incoming mortar round exploded 50 to 
75 meters from his position, knocking him 
unconscious. 

Cipriati, who was previously awarded the 
Bronze Star, said he never expected to receive 
this kind of award, however, he was very 
humbled and honored to receive the award.

In 2008, while stationed in Iraq, Ramos 
was the tactical commander in a three-vehicle 
convoy en route to Bagram Air Force Base 
when a vehicle suspected of carrying a 
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device, 
or VBIED, tried to ram his vehicle. 

The driver of the Humvee attempted 
evasive maneuvers, which caused it to flip 
and roll over on the road. Ramos suffered a 
loss of consciousness and was diagnosed with 
a Traumatic Brain Injury.

While on dismounted patrol in Iraq 
in 2009, an improvised explosive device, 
detonated approximately eight meters from 
Hook’s location. 

He recalls experiencing a feeling of slow 
motion and some confusion. 

When he recovered, he noticed another 
injured Soldier screaming and ran to pull 

Three Army veterans honored with Purple Hearts

Col. Felicia Pehrson, West Point Health Service Area commander; former Sgt. 
Sean Hook; Lt. Gen. David H. Huntoon Jr., U.S. Military Academy superintendent; 
former Spc. Miguel Ramos; and former Sgt. Ralph Cipriati pose for a photo during 
a Warrior Care Month banquet and Purple Heart presentation at the West Point 
Club, Nov. 8.
him to cover. He was then hit on the hip by 
a projectile. 

In a separate incident in 2009 while still 
stationed in Iraq, Hook was conducting 
another dismounted patrol when a VBIED 
exploded approximately 150 meters from 

his location. He was thrown against a T-wall 
barrier and struck in his groin protector by 
shrapnel. Hook was diagnosed with TBI.

“It was never my intention to receive an 
award like this. Just like everyone else in the 
Army, I was only doing my job,” Hook said. 
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Story and photos by Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor

The memorial bracelet he wears on his left 
wrist has immense signifi cance. Etched on the 
bracelet are the names of fi ve men—Senior 
Airman Brad Smith, Sgt. Joshua Lengstorf, 
Spc. Doc Bowman, Pfc. Matthew Wilds and 
Pvt. John Dion—who made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce in service for our nation.

For almost three years, Class of 2016 
Cadet Harrison Majors has worn the bracelet 
in remembrance of these men who lost their 
lives in Afghanistan, four during a mission 
that resulted in Majors receiving a Purple 
Heart and the other a good friend (Wilds) who 
died on a deployment prior to Majors’ arrival 
in Afghanistan. 

During Majors’ eight months (November 
2009-June 2010) deployed in Afghanistan, he 
survived three separate IED blasts from two 
separate incidents for which he earned two 
Purple Hearts, received four concussions, 
a broken nose, sustained hearing damage, 
minor physical scrapes and, the toughest of 
all to mend, a wounded heart.    

Majors willingly shares his story of 
getting wounded twice in combat with fellow 
West Point cadets and others wanting to hear 
his story, but it’s his brothers-in-arms and 
their stories that helps bring together the 
combat experience while also mending the 
pain he feels.

“Probably the most moving thing that I 
have to share with others about these guys, 
and not necessarily the story where they gave 
up their lives, is all the little stories I have 
with them,” Majors said. “At appropriate 
times, especially here at the academy when 
more than 90 percent of my classmates are 
eagerly looking into learning about combat 
experience or the Army experience, I feel 
these guys are the perfect examples and their 
stories are perfect to share with others.

“A lot of combat veterans, in my opinion, 
become very closed up on the hard experiences 
they’ve been through,” Majors added. “But, 
I’m trying to remain open, I’m trying to grow 
from it, be resilient and, mostly, if I could see 
cadets trying to follow these Soldiers to the 
same caliber that these guys were, we would 
have a hundred times better Army when these 
(cadets) graduate—the world is a better place 
with guys like these.”

The incidents and lives lost
While serving with 3rd Platoon, Company 

B, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division 

out of Fort Carson, Colo., Majors faced two 
particular incidents on Jan. 3, 2010, and April 
6, 2010, that changed lives and ended lives in 
a matter of minutes and seconds.

 The April 6 incident may have caused 
more physical damage to Majors’ body, which 
included a broken nose, when as a turret 
gunner for the lead truck of a convoy, his 
truck drove through the village of Kandalay 
in the Zhari District of Kandahar and his 
vehicle struck a large command wire IED 
that launched it through the air. Luckily, 
the vehicle landed on its wheels and despite 
being knocked unconscious in the turret and 
sustaining physical injuries, once he regained 
consciousness moments later, he resumed his 
position as gunner. 

However, it was the Jan. 3 event months 
earlier in the village of Badvan, while as a 
key leader on patrol with his heavy machine 
gun and light machine gun teams, where his 
team faced the enemy, lost lives and caused 
emotional scars.

“We crossed a bridge, a choke point into 
the village, and just after I stepped off an IED, 
the IED went off and it hit primarily Pvt. Dion 
and Sgt. Lengstorf,” Majors explained. “Sgt. 
Lengstorf’s body was thrown overhead, above 
us into the village while Pvt. Dion was thrown 
just to the right of the bridge into the water, 
which was kind of a moat.

“… After getting off the ground, a mortar 
round came, my partner and I were between 
an IED and the mortar round and we were also 
starting to get contact (from the enemy). We 
pulled each other down to the left side of the 
bridge and Pvt. Dion was on the right side 
of the bridge with the village ahead of us,” 
Majors continued. “We were shooting from 
the water, just hanging over the bank up to 
our chest in water. I looked under the bridge 
and saw one KIA and we didn’t know where 
Sgt. Lengstorf was … our platoon covered us, 
pulled us out and we sent a team of four into 
the village to fi nd Sgt. Lengstorf’s body. At 
this point, we had one KIA and three wounded 
in action. One of the wounded was pretty bad.

“At that time, Spc. Bowman, Senior 
Airman Smith, our RTO and our patrol 
leader, they ran into the village alone and we 
covered them from our position. They ran 
about 200 meters to recover the remains of 
Sgt. Lengstorf, brought him back and on the 
way back as they approached the casualty 
collection point, another IED was set off 
and the patrol was hit, including myself,” 
he added. “In that blast, a lot of people were 
wounded, but Bowman and Smith were killed. 
We were up to four KIA at that point, one 

critical and about nine of us were wounded, 
but we were still fi t to maneuver on out.”

Continuing in combat and being 
in the moment  

What can ever prepare you mentally 
for the death of friends, loved ones and the 
fact that you faced and dodged two bullets, 
earning two Purple Hearts because of it? Was 
a third time around the corner? Continuing 
another couple months in an active combat 
zone made it a real possibility, but Majors said 
he was mentally tough to continue without the 
after-effects of his injuries and friends’ deaths.

“It’s pretty common for people to get 
scared … it’s common for Soldiers at the end 
of their deployments to get more antsy and 
start arguing with each other because they’re 
ready to go home—(that was) by fi rst-hand 
account on my deployment,” Majors said. 
“You don’t want to be killed a month or a 
week before you’re supposed to go home.

“For me, after those events, and the 
closer we got toward the end, I was given 
more opportunities to serve for my buddies, 
the other gunners, so if we had a convoy to 
go on and someone was scheduled to be that 
gunner and while it may have been foolish, 
although I didn’t care, I was like, ‘hey, I’ll be 
the lead gunner for you,’” he continued. “…  
All I know is when I made those decisions, 
our platoon had to get (to where it needed to 
go) and either way we needed a gunner. We 
may or may not get hit by IEDs, but that is 
beyond my control. All I knew was that I was 
willing to take that hit for any one of those 
guys in my platoon—they deserved it.

“I hoped to be a good example of selfl ess 
service and sacrifi ce, and that is what a lead 
gunner requires of you but, at the same time, 
I was confi dent in my ability to fi ght … I 
was pretty confi dent I could call something 
up or I could respond to a fi refi ght or threat, 
especially with a 240 (SAW gun) or .50-cal 
in my hands,” Majors concluded. “Personally 
speaking, I could be scared or afraid, but in the 
end if I knew it was going to happen, I would 
be willing to take that bullet for my buddies 
—I would do it again in a heartbeat. It’s kind 
of scary in the moment, but sometimes while 
you are in the moment you don’t think about 
that. You just get your (work) done.”

The Definition of Purpose
For Majors, it is still a tough subject to 

discuss, especially when he stepped off an 
IED, albeit a command wire IED, that went 
off a second later and hit Dion and Lengstorf.

“There is no explanation as to why 

Class of 2016 Cadet Harrison Majors earned two Purple Hearts during his eight-month deployment to 
Afghanistan from November 2009-June 2010. During the deployment, he lost five individuals from his platoon, 
four during one incident, 16 from his battalion and 80 from his brigade.    

those kinds of things 
happen,” he said. “There 
is no explanation to why 
one human wants to kill 
another  human.  Why 
would they go so far to 
hurt someone without a just 
cause, without protecting 
someone or something, 
basically just to go out there 
and hurt other people.”

On the fl ip side of the 
distain he has for what the 
enemy did, is the fact that 
Majors found a purpose in 
his life, through a spiritual 
awakening of sorts during  those tough times on 
deployment, and believes he is here for a reason.

“I defi nitely feel lucky and grateful, and it gives 
me a sense of purpose,” Majors said. “For me, if 
God did not want me here and my time on Earth 
was done, and that’s pretty cliché, but I wouldn’t 
be here. But, I am here, so I have things to do and I 
still have a purpose and a life to live. 

“Until God calls me home, I have no business 
thinking I shouldn’t be here or thinking ‘why 
me or why not me.’ It’s tough when it comes to 
other people’s lives … had I lost my life in any of 
the events I faced, how grateful would I think it 
would be to be alive and would I want my buddies 
who survived to be miserable or questioning their 
liveliness,” he added. “Personally, I would want my 
platoon mates to have good lives and I’m pretty sure 
that’s what these guys would want, I mean they were 
all pretty solid guys.

“We lost (Senior Airman) Brad Smith, who was 
an airman attachment, and he was one of the most, 
if not the most, genuine guys I’ve ever met in my 
life. It’s hard to lose a guy with such quality,” Majors 
continued. “I defi nitely think he wouldn’t have any 
selfi sh inhibition for someone to question whether 
or not they should be here. He would agree—be 
thankful for what you have and honor yourself and 
those who made that sacrifi ce by doing the best you 
can every day.”

 
The Purple Hearts and what the 

deployment means going forward
It’s not easy to keep a sense of humor after you 

sustain the injuries Majors suffered. However, in 
the fi rst few minutes of our interview, despite the 
enormity of what had happened, he kept a good 
sense about himself receiving those Purple Hearts 
and that sometimes involves one of the basic human 
emotions—joy—through laughter.

“Let me put it this way, I’ve always heard it said 
(that the Purple Heart) is the enemy marksmanship 
badge or the ‘I didn’t duck quick enough’ award, so 
it’s kind of the humorous viewpoint on it,” Majors 

said. “At the same time, it does represent taking that 
hit from the enemy, so I see sacrifi ce in it. I think 
about the guys who earned that award for being 
killed, which is pretty serious and that’s when the 
humor goes out the window and they can’t represent 
it in person.

“For guys like me, fellow Soldiers, offi cers and 
enlisted, those of us who remain alive to wear it 
and represent our buddies, our brothers and sisters 
who died in combat, I try to keep it as a reminder 
of the sacrifi ce of others who can’t represent that 
sacrifi ce,” he added. 

As Majors moves further away from the 
deployment, he can now refl ect on that experience 
and how it can help him going forward as an offi cer 
one day.

The former sergeant spoke about fi nding his 
spiritual direction and that his life is a way to serve 
God ultimately, which includes being involved in 
a Christian group called the Navigators. He also 
gathered all the information from the leaders he 
served under and took the bad and the good from a 
tough deployment.

“My platoon leader (1st Lt. Christopher Preece, 
now a captain) set a good example and I felt like 
I learned what it meant to have tact with your 
Soldiers, how to treat them right and how to fi ght 
for them and show them you care,” Majors said. “I 
wanted to follow him, he was prior (enlisted) and 
an infantryman like me, and that’s what kind of 
gave me the desire to go forward into offi cership.”

The drive to be accomplished and the 
process of getting to West Point

At the beginning of his nearly three-and-a-half 
years as an enlisted Soldier, not including the time 
spent at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School, while Majors was at Fort Benning, Ga., 
for his initial training to be an infantryman, he sat 
in a briefi ng about West Point from Maj. Brian 
Easley, who was the academy’s Soldiers admissions 
representative at the time.

Easley briefed every trainee with a 110 or higher 

GT score, and Majors felt that with his goal 
to serve and eventually earn a way to pay for 
college, West Point was the best option for 
him. His deployment inspired him to continue 
serving, so he re-enlisted for six years in 
December 2010.

“I thought even if I don’t get into West 
Point or ROTC or if the Army doesn’t cut me 
loose to get a commission, then I’ll still serve 
so I re-enlisted for six years,” Majors, who 
also was promoted to sergeant before going 
to USMAPS, said. “The career kept looking 
promising for me and the re-enlistment 
encouraged my chain of command to promote 
me to an E-5 while they knew I was applying 
to West Point. They fi gured, either way, they 
were going to have an E-5 out of me for a 
little bit of time or a long time (as an offi cer), 
so they knew I was committed to service.”

Majors, who eventually was offered 
admission to USMAPS in March 2011, was 
also in the process of going to Ranger School 
before going to USMAPS and had been doing 
pre-Ranger training with his unit for several 
months.

There is an extreme drive in Majors that 
everything he is doing is with the purpose of 
not wasting his life.

“After all those experiences, I don’t want 
to be foolish with my life and waste it. I’m 
still learning and growing,” Majors said. “I’m 
still 22 years old regardless of how much I’ve 
been through in 22 years. I’ve made mistakes 
in my life, but I do aspire to move forward.

“It’s not about me having a good career, 
making good money and building my life 
up—those are nice things to happen,” he 
added. “But I think more than anything I 
just want to help other people around me—I 
want to serve.”

Influential people and those 
closest to him

Majors credits his Christian group, the 
Navigators, for keeping him, “(more) strongly 
motivated than he was before,” and Class of 
2007 graduate Michael Noel, who Majors 
met when he fi rst arrived at Fort Carson, in 
helping steer him in the right direction toward 
West Point.

Once at USMAPS and West Point, he has 
also found a “family” with the West Point 
Lacrosse Team. Although, he had never 
played before USMAPS, he played as a 
defensive midfi elder and enjoyed defeating 
Navy last season. However, he knew he 
wasn’t good enough to play for the West 
Point squad, but has remained involved as a 
team manager.

“There’s something really good about 
being a part of that team,” Majors said. “I sit 
with the lacrosse players as much as I can at 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. They’re always 
swinging by the rooms to see how I’m doing 
in school and I’m going by their rooms and 
seeing how they’re doing. Even if you are 
managing, you still feel a part of a family.”

Majors is also the Class of 2016 vice 
president and has been focused on meetings 
involving Plebe-Parent Weekend and the 
class crest. 

“It’s been a lot of collaboration and a 
lot of cooperation, more than anything,” he 
said. “More than any executive decisions by 
myself, the president or the secretary, we’re 
all coming together to say, ‘hey, what’s good 
for this class,’ and we’ve really come together 
on everything our class government is tasked 
to do.”

Even with all that he’s involved with, 
he still has time for his best friend here, 
Zachary Matson. Matson, like Majors, has a 
parallel story. They both joined the Army in 
2007, both went infantry, both deployed to 
Afghanistan and both went to USMAPS at 
the same time, and not until about halfway 
through last year, they found out they were 
both in the same briefi ng conducted by Easley 
at Fort Benning.

“We got to talking about how we both 
came to West Point, and found out he was 
in the same briefi ng, in the same classroom, 
at the same time and same officer. It’s 
unbelievable he was at Fort Benning the same 
time I was,” Majors said. 

The best thing about their relationship 
is they can relate so well together. It is 
motivating to know someone has been in your 
shoes every step of the way and while West 
Point can bring out the best and worst in the 
cadets, it’s always good to have a confi dant 
to confi de in.

“It’s important to have someone to talk to 
and I share with him my feelings and I talk 
to him about anything—it’s an open door for 
me,” Majors said. “If I’m having trouble with 
something, I don’t have to hold that back. 
When the metal meets the meat and you’re 
being challenged, it’s good having a buddy 
there who picks you up and encourages you 
to keep on going.”

Infantry, leadership and the final 
word 

The infantry and leadership are two things 
he talks about with great pride. Majors would 
like to become an infantry offi cer as he was 
involved with them as an enlisted Soldier.

“I feel I can be motivating to infantry 
Soldiers and I can relate to them,” he said. “I 
hope to have a great platoon leader experience 
with resources I have available from my prior 
experience to draw from.”

And, leadership is something that 
Majors truly believes in as he’s earned the 
Distinguished Leadership Award at both the 
Warrior Leader Course and at USMAPS.

“Leadership means being the person that 
you and others would be willing to follow. 
I think true leadership doesn’t demand 
authority, authority is a good tool and that’s 
why there’s rank … but, I think genuine 
leaders and real leadership will draw that 
desire to follow even with the greatest 
risks and sacrifi ces,” Majors said. “You see 
people standing forward in following and 
making sacrifi ces because they really believe 
in their leaders, and I had a good platoon 
leader (Preece) … we trusted him, this guy 
knows what he’s doing, he’s confi dent, he’s 
competent and he’s got the best intentions for 
us because he cares for us.

“If you calculate all those things, if you 
put yourself in a position where you can 
see that in yourself and you can show your 
Soldiers that, through your actions more than 
your words, then you reached a great level 
of leadership,” he concluded. “But it’s not a 
destination, it’s a journey … it’s ongoing and 
never stops—it looks different with every 
assignment or every job you’re given. It’s 
about opportunity and boils down to the key 
concepts, characteristics and values that make 
a good leader.” 

Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth, USMAPS 
commandant and dean, is one person who 
can attest to the leadership that Majors will  
provide as a future Army offi cer.

Ruth was Majors’ sponsor for the 4th 
Class Sponsorship Program and when Majors 
was discussing his time in Afghanistan, 
he brought up a couple of guys who Ruth 
mentored years earlier.

Noel and Edward Major, Class of 2007, 
were both sponsored by Ruth when he was an 
instructor with the Department of Behavioral 
Sciences and Leadership in 2003-04.

Both guys, Ruth said, helped Majors in 
his development at his unit.

“He was taken aback by the fact that the 
kids I mentored 10 years ago, helped him in 
his development in the Army,” Ruth said.

Ruth also talked about the greatest 
qualities Majors has—good peer leadership 
and humility.

When Majors received his second Purple 
Heart at a ceremony Oct. 25 at the National 
Purple Heart Hall of Honor, Ruth remarked 
about how so many people came to support 
him because of his great attitude.

“The greatest attribute he has is a sense 
of humility,” Ruth said.

Ruth feels that sense of humility enhances 
his abilities to offer much because those he’s 
leading will see him as a genuine leader.

Cadet Majors overcame injuries, death of friends Cadet Majors overcame injuries, death of friends 
to join the Class of 2016 as one of its leadersto join the Class of 2016 as one of its leaders
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Santa Sprint 5K
The FMWR Fitness Center is hosting 

a Santa Sprint 5K Dec. 1 with registration 
beginning at 7 a.m. and a shotgun start at 
8 a.m.  

Pre-registration begins one week prior to 
the race. The start and fi nish lines are at the 
FMWR Fitness Center. Strollers and leashed 
dogs  are welcomed.  

For more information, call 938-6490.

Wreaths Across America volunteers 
needed

Volunteers are needed to support Wreaths 
Across America Dec. 1 with more than 1,500 
wreaths being delivered to the West Point 
Cemetery.  

Volunteers are asked to come out and 
assist with unloading and unpacking the 
wreaths at 10 a.m.  

Volunteers are also asked to assist with 
wreath laying following a brief 1:30 p.m. 
ceremony.  

There is no need to sign up to participate, 
but if you have any questions, contact 
christina.overstreet@usma.edu.

Breakfast with Santa
Come join FMWR at the West Point Club 

from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 2 for a Breakfast 
with Santa in the Grand Ballroom. 

Enjoy a traditional breakfast buffet, visit 
Santa and have your photo taken with him. 

Reservations are recommended. 
For pricing and information, call 938-

5120.

West Point’s annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony

The West Point annual Tree Lighting  
Ceremony will take place at 6 p.m. Dec. 3 
at Daly Field. Parking will be available at 
Clinton Lot. 

There will be holiday caroling and a 
special guest appearance by Santa Claus. 

Performances by the West Point Brass 
of the USMA Band and Protestant Cadet 
Chapel Choir.  

There will be refreshments, crafts and 
photos with Santa to follow at the West Point 
Club. 

For more information, call 938-4690.

Project Angel Tree
The Project Angel Tree program is 

presented by BOSS, ACS and the Exchange 
and will be held Friday through Dec. 11. 

Pick a decoration with the age and gender 
of a West Point child and purchase an age 
appropriate gift with wrapping paper.  

Put the gift and the decoration from the 
tree in a box and return it under the tree. 

Thank you for your generosity and 
making a child’s Christmas morning special. 

For more information, call 938-4690.

Pointer View  At Your Leisure

for the Radio City Christmas Spectacular on 
three separate dates—Dec. 10, 3rd Mezzanine 
seating; Dec. 13, 2nd Mezzanine seating and 
Dec. 20, Orchestra Seating.  

All performances begin at 5 p.m. 
Departure from West Point is at 1 p.m. as 
the trip includes motor coach transportation. 
Return to West Point will be immediately after 
the performance.  

For more information, call LTS at 938-
3601.

Fall Story Hour 
Join the West Point Post Library for 

preschool story hour on Tuesdays through 
Dec. 4. There are two sessions per week held 
at 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

Story hour is open to all West Point 
community children, ages 3-5. 

Pre-registration is required. 
For registration and more information, 

call 938-2974. 

Community Holiday Party for your 
department

Looking for a special place with a festive 
atmosphere for your holiday party? Look no 
further then the West Point Club. 

You can have your holiday party from 
5-10 p.m. Dec. 20 in the Grand Ballroom, 
with music provided all night. 

The Club will provide a miniature tree 
and you will need to bring the decorations to 
personalize your table’s centerpiece.  

Dinner and a cash bar will be available 
for a minimal price per person. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-5120.

Ladies Nights at the West Point Club
Ladies come join the West Point Club 

every Thursday and Friday evening at the 
Club’s Benny Haven Lounge for drink 
specials. Doors open at 5 p.m.

For more information, call 938-5120.

Cake Decorating Class
Try our free cake decorating class with 

Melissa Castro from 5-7 p.m. tonight at the 
Arts and Crafts Shop.  

For more information and to register, call 
938-4812.

Intramural Evening Basketball League
The FMWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 

2012-13 unit intramural evening basketball 
league, which is open to all USMA personnel 
over the age of 18 years. 

Deadline for team entries is Nov. 26 while  
league play starts Dec. 3. 

Games are scheduled on Monday and 
Thursday evenings at the Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center.  

If interested in entering a team, contact 
Jim McGuinness at 938-3066 or email jim.

ACS Hearts Apart Support Group
Join Army Community Service and 

Hearts Apart for a monthly gathering to build 
resiliency, camaraderie and self-reliance.  

Each event will begin with valuable 
education and training and follow up with 
optional crafting time with friends.  

While you are gaining knowledge that 
will set you up for success, you can also 
finally get around to completing those 
scrapbooks like you always meant to.  

Learn how to organize your scrapping into 
manageable chunks and produce beautiful 
mementos you will be proud to share with 
family and friends.  

Sessions will be held at ACS from 
4:30-6:30 p.m., on the dates indicated 
below. Snacks and activities for kids will be 
provided.

• Today—Crazy for Coupons;
• Dec. 13—Stress Management for the 

Holidays.
For more information, call 845-938-3487 

to reserve your spot today. 
Space is limited. 

Arts and Crafts Shop November 
classes

During November, the West Point Arts 
and Crafts Shop will offer several classes.

Come to the Crop Night–Ladies Night Out 
from 4-7 p.m. tonight, or make a keepsake 
gift box with Angela from 5-7 p.m. Nov. 29. 

Enjoy a sewing class with Jana from 5-7 
p.m. Tuesday and Nov. 27. Bring your own 
T-shirt, 1/2 yard of tulle, 1/2 yard of cotton 
and a men’s dress shirt. 

Registration and prepayment required for 
all classes. 

For more information, call 938-4812.

ACS’ Relocation Readiness workshops
There are several ACS’ Relocation 

Readiness workshops available in the next 
two months. The workshops include:

• Overseas Briefi ng workshop, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. today and Dec. 21;

• PCS workshops, 9-10 a.m. today and 
Dec. 20.

• Sponsorship Training workshop, 9-10 
a.m. Nov. 30 and Dec. 28;

All workshops are held at ACS Bldg. 622. 
For more information, call 938-3487.

Pajamas and a Movie Night 
Drop the children off for a Pajamas and 

a Movie Night from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Friday 
at the Lee CDC for children in grades 1-5. 

There is a minimal fee for activities and 
recreation per a child. Payment is due at the 
time reservations are made. 

For reservations, call 938-8530 or stop by 
the School Age Center, Bldg. 693.

West Point DMU hunting permits 
(updated)

Deer Management Unit permits will be 

sold to the public starting 8 a.m. Friday at the 
Victor Constant Ski Lodge, Bldg. 718. 

There are a total of 100 DMU permits, 
which cost a nominal amount. They will be 
sold on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.  

Hunters must have a driver’s license as 
well as proof of 3P eligibility.  

Release forms can be downloaded from 
FMWR’s website at westpointmwr.com/
outdoor/hunting.htm and fi lled out ahead 
of time. 

For more information, call 845-938-2503. 

BOSS Thanksgiving Dinner
Join BOSS from 4:30-7 p.m. Tuesday at 

the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion for its traditional 
Thanksgiving feast. 

This is a free dinner open to the West 
Point community. 

For more information, call 938-6497.

Thanksgiving Day Feast
Join the West Point Club from 10:30 a.m.-

4 p.m. Nov. 22 for its traditional Thanksgiving 
Day Feast.

The Feast will take place in the Club’s 
Grand Ballroom. Club members and families 
of deployed servicemembers save 15 percent.

Advance reservations are required. 
For reservations and information, call 

938-5120.

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
tickets

Join Leisure Travel Services for the 
traditional Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
Nov. 22. Tickets are on sale now at LTS. 

Motor coach transportation leaves West 
Point at 6 a.m. and returns immediately 
following the parade. 

For reservations and payment, call LTS 
at 938-3601. 

2012 Army Digital Photography 
Contest

Calling all creative photographers 
to submit entries to the Army Digital 
Photography Contest. Submissions for the 
contest are due Nov. 30. 

For more information, contact the West 
Point Arts and Crafts Shop at 938-4812 or 
armymwr.com/recleisure/artsandcrafts.

Arts and Crafts Shop Holiday Framing 
Savings

The West Point Arts and Crafts Shop sale 
runs through Nov. 30. Every Thursday in 
November, between noon-4 p.m., receive 30 
percent off everything, excluding ready made 
frames. There is a special for self-framers. 

Receive 25 percent off all moulding 
through Nov. 30.

For more information, call 938-4812.

Radio City Music Hall Christmas 
Spectacular

Leisure Travel Services is selling tickets 
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noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons when available. 
For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 

at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

West African Economic Development: From 
Subsistence to Global Markets guest lecture 

There is a guest lecture titled “West African Economic 
Development: From Subsistence to Global Markets” by 
speaker Karen Walsh, CEO of Blue Glass Development, from 
9:50-10:45 a.m. Friday at Washington Hall, Room 6302.

This is part of Dr. Makame Muhajir’s EV485 Topics in 
African Development and Geography class. It is open to all 
cadets and faculty.

Walsh brings more than 20 years of comprehensive 
project management expertise, including team leadership, 
spearheading initiatives, interagency relations, operations, 
business development, fi nancial, administrative and program 
management experience.  

For more information, contact John Melkon at 938-5126 
or email john.melkson@usma.edu.

Turkey Tales at the Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum

Learn all about wild turkeys at 10 a.m. Saturday, when the 
Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents Turkey Tales at 
the Outdoor Discovery Center on Muser Drive across from 
174 Angola Road, Cornwall.  

Environmental Educator Sasha Boucher will share 
information and fun facts including why the turkey was once 
nominated to become our national symbol.  

After the presentation, join Sasha on a guided hike to 
search for signs of wild turkeys. Make a fun turkey craft to 
take home. 

For information, call 845-534-5506, ext. 204. Visit the 
museum’s website at www.hhnaturemuseum.org.

Employment Readiness Program
Are you ready for a job interview? Join ACAP and ACS for 

an Employment Readiness Program from 9-11 a.m. Monday 
for “Preparing for the Interview.” This is a great opportunity 
to focus on practicing and enhancing your interview skills. 

For more information or to register for this workshop, 
contact the ACAP offi ce at 938-0634 or ACS at 938-5658.

Trees for Troops
Trees for Troops is coming to West Point again.  
Community members have the opportunity to receive one 

of the free, live Christmas trees by registering on the Army 
Community Service facebook page at www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService and clicking on the 
Trees for Troops tab.  

You must “like” the page in order to enter. It is open only 
to eligible military ID card holders: Active duty, Reserve, 
National Guard, retirees and their family members.  

For more information, call 938-4621. 

Garrison Command’s new Facebook page
The West Point Garrison Command is the new owner of 

a Facebook page. 
The primary purpose of this page is for the West Point 

Garrison leadership to communicate directly to the entire West 
Point military community while highlighting or emphasizing 
specifi c information, issues and activities that affect the 
community. You can reach the page at www.facebook.com/
WestPointGarrison.
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Combined Federal Campaign
The Hudson Valley Combined Federal Campaign 

continues through Friday.   
For further information, contact your agency keyworker 

or Joanne Nocton, AG, at 938-2331.
For more information, call the ID Card Facility at 938-

3746 or 938-4736. 

National American Indian Heritage Month Observance
The Installation Equal Opportunity Offi ce, the Simon 

Center for the Professional Military Ethic and the Native 
American Heritage Forum will host this year’s National 
American Indian Heritage Month Observance from 6-8:30 
p.m. Friday at the West Point Grand Ballroom.

The observance will include dancing, demonstrations, 
food samplings and crafts. 

The event is free and is open to cadets, servicemembers, 
civilians, family members and friends of the West Point 
community.

Children are highly encouraged to attend.
The theme for the observance is “Serving Our People, 

Serving Our Nations: Native Visions for Future Generations.”  
For more information, contact Master Sgt. Joe Willis, 

USMA EOA, at 938-7082.

DMI’s Turkey Bowl
The Department of Military Instruction is hosting its 

annual Turkey Bowl from 5-9 p.m. Monday at Michie 
Stadium.  

The annual fl ag football game pits the Military Science 
Division against the Military Training, Accessions and DSS 
Divisions.  

DMI will also host a chili cook-off and announce the 
winner immediately following the game. It is free, and friends 
and family are welcome to attend.

For more information, contact Maj. James Thomasson 
at 938-3593.

BTD’s Turkey Bowl
The Brigade Tactical Department’s annual Turkey Bowl 

is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Monday at Shea Stadium.   
The Turkey Bowl is a fl ag football game pitting the 

Brigade Tactical Department’s noncommissioned offi cers 
versus offi cers. It is free and open to the public.  

For more information, contact Sgt. 1st Class Christopher 
Snuggs, Company I-1 TAC NCO, at 938-0524.

Civilian Health Benefits Fair
The 2012-13 Federal Health Benefi ts Open Season is 

through Dec. 10. Within the open season, there is a Civilian 
Health Benefi ts Fair from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 28 at the 
Riverside Cafe in Eisenhower Hall.

The fair will include representatives from FEHB providers 
(health, dental, vision), Occupational Health (fl u shots), 
American Federation of Government Employees and the 
Civilian Personnel Advisory Center.

For more information, contact Karen Wood at 938-2253 
or karen.wood@usma.edu.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. The N.Y. Department of 

Labor also conducts an extensive Job Assistance Workshop. 
For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.

mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 
Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Dec. 11-14;
• Jan. 7-11 (Retiree/Executive TAP-limited seat 

remaining);
• Feb. 12-15;
• March 5-8.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Boscobel salutes veterans
To honor all former U.S. military personnel, Boscobel is 

offering free house and grounds admission to veterans who 
show their military ID, or even a photo of themselves wearing 
their uniform, at the front desk during the month of November. 

The Boscobel Salutes Veterans Program also includes 
half-price admission for up to five family members per 
visiting veteran. 

House and grounds admission at Boscobel includes a 
45-minute, guided tour of the mansion, as well as access to 
the grounds that surround it. 

The grounds include breathtaking views of the Hudson 
River and a 1.5-mile Woodland Trail. 

Boscobel is located on scenic Route 9D in Garrison, just 
one mile south of Cold Spring. 

November and December hours are 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.   
Boscobel is open every day except Tuesdays, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 

For more information, visit www.Boscobel.org or call 
845-265-3638.

Mass Transit Benefit Program
The rising cost of gasoline and increased commuter 

traffi c on the roadways have many people considering mass 
transportation alternatives, including bus transportation, rail 
travel and vanpooling. 

With the aid of the Mass Transit Benefi t Program, federal 
employees can receive up to $125 a month to supplement 
their commuting costs. 

The funds are managed monthly on a personal debit card 
and can be used like cash for bus tickets, train rides or van-
pooling related costs. 

Currently, 90 employees at West Point are taking 
advantage of this benefit and are greatly reducing their 
monthly commuting costs.  

Interested employees should contact Rosanne Chess 
at 938-2873 or by email for information about Mass 
Transportation Benefi t Program. 

Visit www.militaryvanpool.com or www.vride.com 
to learn more about vanpooling and take a tour of the vans.

Public Administration Program at AEC
John Jay College’s Master of Public Administration 

Program at West Point is now accepting new students for Fall 
II and Spring I sessions.

For more information, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite 
administrator, at 446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. 
The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 
Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-

Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also 

At Your Leisure
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Flu shots
There will be flu shots available to all eligible beneficiaries 

from 4-7:30 p.m. today at the KACH Family Practice Clinic. 
No appointments are necessary to receive shots. 
For more information, contact Britney Walker at 938-

6791. 

Keller Café customers
In observance of Thanksgiving, Keller Army Community 

Hospital will be having its annual Thanksgiving Meal from 
11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Monday at the Keller Café.

Due to space limitations, KACH must limit access to the 
Hospital Dining Facility for this event to the following:

Keller Corner
At Your Leisure

No updated schedule at press time. Check the 
website below for movies and times.
The TheaTer schedule also can be found aT 

www.shoPmyexChanGe.Com.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752
NOW SHOWING

• Thankful Tom—Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop to add 
a feather on Thankful Tom by today. All you have to do 
is tell us what you are thankful for this year by writing it 
on a “feather” and adding it to “Tom,” our community’s 
grateful turkey. 

You will be entered into a drawing to receive a 
Thanksgiving gift basket. The winner will be chosen at 
random Friday.  

• Black Friday breakfast—Are you headed out 
shopping? Before you go, stop by to have freshly made 
bagels, muffins, coffee, tea and juice.

Breakfast will be served from 8:30-10 a.m. Nov. 23 at 
132 Bartlett Loop.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Nov. 15-22
Command Channel 8/23

Army Newswatch 
Today, Friday and Monday 

through Nov. 22
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
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• Inpatients and their guests;
• Outpatients;
• KACH Staff (with ID badge) and family members;
• Red Cross volunteers;
• Military Police on duty.

Ergonomic Lab Open House
Preventive Medicine’s Industrial Hygiene Department 

invites the community to attend the opening of the Ergonomic 
Lab from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 29 at Bldg. 606, Room B-8.

There will be an information session at 10:15 a.m. and a 
technical presentation at 10:30 a.m.

Kent Webb, Industrial Hygiene program manager, will 

West Point 
Band’s tribute 
to veterans
On Veterans Day Sunday, the West Point Band presented a multi-
media event entitled “Celebrating the Call of Service.” Those in 
attendance saw a  narrated event that recognized and honored our 
nation’s greatest treasures—its veterans. (Right) Sgt. 1st Class 
Sarah Botez is sounding “Taps” on the bugle during the concert.
                Photos by staff sGt. miKKi sKinner

conduct a presentation “Ergonomics a problem solving tool.”
For more information, contact Webb at 938-5837 or email 

Kent.Webb@amedd.army.mil.
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Senior forward Ella Ellis scored 19 
points in Army’s 80-74 over VMI 
Sunday.             tommy GilliGan/usma Pao

Friday—Men’s Basketball vs. Binghamton, 
Christl Arena, 4 p.m. (Promotions: 
Command Sgt. Maj. Burnett halftime 
presentation, Brigade Day, West Point 
Schools Day with ticket specials through 
WPS.) 

Friday—Hockey vs. Sacred Heart, Tate 
Rink, 7:05 p.m. (Promotion: Skate with 
the Black Knights, Teddy Bear Toss.) 

Saturday—Football vs. Temple (Senior 
Day), Michie Stadium, noon.

Saturday—Swimming and Diving vs. 
CW Post (Women) and Columbia (Men), 
Crandall Pool, 5 p.m. 

Sunday—Women’s Basketball vs. Penn, 
Christl Arena, 1 p.m. (Promotion: Free 
pre-game cadet experience at 11:45 a.m. 
and pre-game chalk talk at 12:15 p.m. at 
Randall Aud.)

Army Sports home 
schedule (Nov. 15-25)

Magarity wins 100th, Army defeats Wagner 65-62

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

Senior forward Ella Ellis scored 19 points, 
including 13 in the first half, to lead the Army 
men’s basketball team to an 80-74 victory 
against VMI in the consolation game of the 
Army ROTC All-Military Classic Sunday in 
Charleston, S.C. 

The win evened the Black Knights’ record 
to 1-1, while the Keydets dropped to 0-2.

Ellis was one of two Army players in 
double figures. Junior guard Josh Herbeck 
added 11 points. 

Freshman guard Matt Gramling dished 
out four assists and tied for the team lead with 
five rebounds.

Army shot 48.3 percent overall, but was 
just 6-for-24 (.250) from three-point range. 
The Black Knights’ defense limited VMI to 
just 32.1 shooting for the game.

VMI’s Stan Okoye led all players with 
29 points. Nick Gore added 14 points, while 
Phillip Anglade grabbed a game-high 14 
rebounds.

The Black Knights’ victory stopped a five-
game losing streak dating back to last season 
and a two-game slide against the Keydets.

Men’s Basketball wins first game against VMI

By Pam Flenke
Army Athletic Communications

Seventh-year head coach Dave Magarity 
recorded a milestone win Nov. 9 with a 65-62 
victory at Wagner. Magarity became the third 
Army women’s basketball coach in program 
history to reach 100 wins, simultaneously 
ending a 25-year, 14-game losing streak of 
road-game season openers for the Black 
Knights.

Magarity’s Black Knights (1-0) got a huge 
boost from freshman Aimee Oertner, making 
her collegiate debut against the Seahawks 
(0-1). 

Oertner racked up a double-double with a 
game-high 12 rebounds to go along with tying 
the game high of 18 points. 

Junior Jen Hazlett shared the scoring lead 
with Oertner with 18 points, 15 of which came 
in an explosive second half.

Oertner led the Army rebounding charge 
combining for 54 total boards, the most by a 
Black Knight squad since Dec. 19, 2005, in 
a win against Gardner-Webb. 

The 54 rebounds also sparked Army’s 
scoring contingent, as the Black Knights 
racked up 23 second-chance points.

Army trailed at the half, 32-28, due in 
large part to shooting just 28.6 percent (10-
of-35) from the floor, including 2-of-8 from 
three.

Despite the slow start by the team as a 

whole, freshman Kelsey Minato came out 
firing after getting the start at the point in her 
first collegiate competition. 

Minato was 4-for-8 from the field, 
collecting nine points and four rebounds 
during her first half of college basketball.

The visiting Black Knights grabbed the 
lead just once in the first half, 8-7 at 15:25.

The second half was a different story 
for Army, despite Wagner striking first and 
matching its largest lead of the game (six). 

The Black Knights chipped away at 
the Seahawks' lead as sophomore Olivia 
Schretzman scored two of her 11 points on 
Army's second possession of the half.

Wagner maintained a two-to-four point 
lead through much of the first half of the final 
stanza, until Army captured its first lead of the 
half at the 9:58 mark off a Hazlett fast-break 
feed from senior Anna Simmers.

The lead changed four more times until 
the Black Knights grasped it at 3:03 when 
Oertner drilled a pair of free-throws, despite 
going to the line with a 0-for-4 mark against 
her in the second half. 

The plebe finished the game with a 4-for-9 
showing from the charity stripe.

Wagner tied the game at 59-59 with 2:38 
remaining when Chanez Robinson finished a 
layup. Robinson was one of three Seahawks to 
reach double figures with her 12-point output. 

Marie Archambault totaled a team-best 
17 points, including five baskets from long 

range, while Stephanie Blais 
added 13.

The final two minutes 
were Hazlett’s time to shine 
as she hit the go-ahead jumper 
while also adding a pair of 
game-clinching free throws 
with 13 seconds remaining.

Army had a three-point 
lead when Wagner got the ball 
back with 13 seconds left, and 
it was Hazlett’s defensive tie-
up that caused the Seahawks 
to burn a trio of timeouts and 

eventually throw the ball away, turning the 
ball back over to the Black Knights who ran 
out the final seconds.  

Magarity, who collected his 400th career 
win a season ago, joins Harold Johnson (123; 
1980-87) and Lynn Chiavaro (132; 1987-98) 
as 100-win head coaches in Army women’s 
basketball history.

The win at Wagner was the Black Knights’ 
first on the road in a season opener since 1985, 
and also their first triumph over the Seahawks 
away from West Point. 

Army improved to 5-3 against Wagner in a 
series which dates back to the 1978-79 season.

“Our girls played so hard, we had to 
earn this win,” Magarity said after the game. 

“You can’t say enough about our freshmen 
—those two kids (Oertner and Minato) were 
unbelievable in their first collegiate games. 
A pair of other freshmen, Bridget Ryan and 
Jean Parker, gave us some good minutes as 
well, they did a nice job. 

“Jen Hazlett had a great second half,” 
he added. “This game really comes down to 
those two freshmen having a breakout game 
for us.”

As for his marquee win, Magarity joked 
“Well, that’s just from being around so long. 
Sooner or later, you have to get it. It’s a big 
game for me. Last year was a real rollercoaster 
year and I wish we had gotten it then, but it’s 
great to get it in the opener.”


