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Cadets filled sand bags for barriers at each sally port outside the barracks Monday ahead of the incoming storm. In spite of Hurricane Sandy, classes continued 
for the Corps of Cadets, although West Point Schools closed for two days. The last time cadet classes were cancelled due to weather was when Hurricane Floyd 
arrived in September 1999. A Code Red was issued at noon Monday prompting most of the civilian workforce to leave post. The Garrison Town Hall Meeting that 
evening was cancelled, along with most FMWR-related events and activities. The Times Herald-Record reported that more than 150,000 residences in Orange, 
Sullivan and Ulster counties were without power. There were shortages reported at West Point overnight, but by noon Tuesday, the Code Red was lifted and 
personnel returned to work.                                                                                                                                    Photo by Class of 2013 Cadet Matthew bunker

Calm Before The Storm

R e m e m b e r  t o 
ro l l  back your 
clocks one hour 
Saturday night. 

A thank you from Garrison Commander Col. Dane Rideout to the community
The cleanup effort on West Point continues in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. I wanted to take the time to 
say “thanks” to a bunch of amazing Americans who were 
“just doing their job” as the storm passed over our area.

First, thank you to the guys in the Emergency Operations 
Center who put together an amazing preparation plan and 
managed chaos like a seasoned battle staff. 

Many on the staff received calls from their families about 
damage to their own homes or were needed and were missed 
by their loved ones. However, they stood their posts like 
veteran Soldiers and saw us through the storm. 

The stalwart professionals of the Directorate of Public 
Works are heroes. They restored power to Stony Lonesome 
three times in winds that put them at risk. 

They ensured that Route 293 was open and cleared a path 

for stranded campers at Round Pond. They are still working 
hard to remove fallen trees, repair leaks and make this post 
look like a picture perfect museum. Thank you to them.  

Thanks also to the Directorate of Emergency Services, 
made up of our first responders, who saved more than 20 lives 
and animals in Stony Point, who responded to downed power 
lines and transformer fires, who managed the myriad of fire 
alarms that went off due to water infiltration, who directed 
traffic, manned the gates and ensured our safety.  

Thank you to Balfour Beatty Communities for quickly 
responding to calls and going the extra mile in the middle 
of the night with those customers needing very special help.  

AAFES and the Commissary also deserve thanks. They 
never ran out of gas, had the supplies we needed and kept 
the Shoppette open when they did not have to. 

A double shout out to the Network Enterprise Center 
for making miracles out of thin air and keeping our 
communications operational and to the USMA G-3 and PAO 
for all the behind the scenes coordination and keeping our 
community informed.  

A special thanks to Command Sgts. Maj. Todd Burnett 
and Kevin Fauntleroy for being everywhere and “making 
things happen” and to Charly Peddy and Joe Colombo, our 
Hurricane Sandy “Battle Captains.”  

The Superintendent articulated it best when talking to the 
troops, “We made our own good luck last night because of 
the vision, hard work and preparation of an amazing West 
Point team.”  

On behalf of the entire West Point community, thank you 
and job well done.
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Army Voting Assistance Program
Need voting assistance? Contact West Point’s voting assistance officer, 
Sgt. 1st Class Michael Burich at 938-8450 or Pamela Lozell, Garrison 
point of contact, at 938-8452 for answers to your questions.

If you have been a victim of sexual assault, 
contact the West Point Helpline... 
• At West Point, call or text, 845-659-7467;
• Visit www.preventsexualassault.army.mil;
• Visit the DOD Safe Helpline at www.SafeHelpline.org;
• Call the Safe Helpline at 877-995-5247 or text 55247 
inside the U.S. or 202-470-5546 outside the U.S.

Submitted by the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences

The Hispanic Engineer  National 
Achievement Awards Corporation held its  
24th annual Conference on STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics), 
Excellence and the Pursuit of Innovation Oct. 
11-13 in Orlando, Fla. 

Among the events was a recognition 
ceremony for several national level awardees.  
HENAAC recognized Class of 2014 Cadet 
Steven F. Hubbard Jr., Co. G-4, as a recipient 
of the Cadet Role Model Award.  

This recognition is bestowed upon 
“a cadet who has distinguished himself 
academically while pursuing a degree in an 
engineering, science or technical course of 
study and represents his academy with dignity 
and pride.”  

Presiding over the award was Clarence 
Johnson, director of the Office of Diversity 
Management and Equal Opportunity; Lt. Gen. 
Thomas P. Bostick, 53rd U.S. Army Chief of 
Engineers and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
commanding general; and Ray Mellado, 
chairman and CEO of Great Minds in STEM.  

“The whole experience was humbling,” 
Hubbard said about receiving the award. 
“This was the greatest public recognition I 
have ever received.”

An individual who studies mathematics 
and exercises this passion and knowledge with 
others is locally referred to as a ‘mathlete’—

and Hubbard epitomizes this moniker.  He is 
a dual major in both Mathematical Sciences 
(with honors) and Spanish, with a 4.0 GPA.  
His most recent accomplishments include 
being a Dean’s Pentathlete (for academic 
excellence) and forging strategic connections 
as an academy representative at la Escuela 
Militar de Chile during a cultural immersion 
experience with the Chilean Army.  

Hubbard addressed the more than 500 
conference attendees and he shared his 
personal journey at West Point, his future 
goals and ambitions and his guidance for 
other students.  

Hubbard continues his journey for deeper 
intellectual and cultural understanding as he 
prepares to study abroad for a semester in 
Mexico focusing on mathematics, the Spanish 
language and Hispanic culture.  

His message to the future generation of 
engineers was to take ownership of their 
own educational opportunities and also to 
mentor, assist and lead others to follow in 
similar footsteps.  

“Take full advantage of your opportunities 
and look for ways to share your opportunities 
with others to better mankind,” Hubbard said.

When asked if he considered himself a 
role model, Hubbard replied, “I do now.”

Hubbard’s professional goal is to 
synthesize his knowledge of language, 
mathematics and service by becoming an 
Army officer in the Engineer Branch upon 
graduating from West Point.  

Co. G-4 cadet wins national achievement award

Class of 2014 Cadet Steven F. Hubbard Jr. receives a 2012 Cadet Role Model 
Award at the 24th annual Hispanic Engineer National Achievement Awards 
Corporation event Oct. 11. Presiding over the presentation (from left to right), was 
Clarence Johnson, Office of Diversity Management and Equal Opportunity director; 
Hubbard; Lt. Gen. Thomas P. Bostick, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers commanding 
general and 53rd U.S. Army Chief of Engineers; and Ray Mellado, Chairman and 
CEO of Great Minds in STEM.                                                     Courtesy Photo    

Hubbard, a Mathematical Sciences, Spanish 
major, recognized for academic achievements
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Cadets hear debate on Supreme Court affirmative action case
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

An affirmative action case now 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, 
Abigail Fisher v. University of 

Texas at Austin, was the subject of debate 
Oct. 24 at Robinson Auditorium.

The two attorneys, Bert Rein, petitioner 
for Fisher, and Gregory Garre, respondent for 
the University of Texas, argued the case Oct. 
10 before the Supreme Court and were invited 
to debate the issue in front of U.S. Military 
Academy cadets enrolled in the International 
and Military Law course (LW403). 

Much of what the attorneys said also 
was argued during oral arguments before the 
Supreme Court, according to the transcripts.

Fisher, who is white, was denied admission 
in 2008 and sued citing discrimination. The 
case is very similar to an affirmative action 
case heard in 2003, Grutter v. Bollinger.

Fisher believed she was discriminated 
against and, although she was not in the 
top 10 percent of her high school class 
which the university requires for automatic 
admission, she alleges her scores and grades 
were higher than many minority students 
who were admitted. She is claiming the 
policy is unconstitutional under the 14th 
amendment. Fisher has since graduated from 
the University of Louisiana.

Retired Maj. Gen. Walt Huffman was 
the moderator. Huffman served as Judge 
Advocate General of the Army from 1997-
2001.

Huffman laid down the ground rules for 
the debate setting a 15-minute time limit for 
each attorney and a five-minute rebuttal. 

After the debate, the attorneys opened 
the forum for a question and answer period 
from the cadets.

The University of Texas admissions 
policy abides by the Supreme Court decision 
in Grutter v. Bollinger, which stated that 
race may be considered to represent the 
underrepresented in minority groups, but 
must take into account other factors evaluated 
on an individual basis. 

The University of Texas selects 75 of the 
top 10 percent of all high school students in 
Texas regardless of race. 

The remainder of the classes uses race, 
subject to a holistic review, meaning it takes 
into consideration the accomplishments and 
potential of a particular student.

Rein said since the 10 percent plan was 
already in place, the university already had 
a diverse student body and using race as a 
factor is unnecessary.

“Why is it necessary to use race?” he said. 
“What justifies using race with a campus 
that has a 20 percent minority student ratio? 
The top 10 percent is a major generator for 
underrepresented minorities.” 

In the Fisher case, Rein said race should 
have been the last resort and, yet, it was the 

first in this regard to Fisher.
Garre disagreed, stating that before the 10 

percent plan was in place, African-American 
enrollment was dropping and Hispanics were 
underrepresented.

“African-Americans and Hispanics 
represented 17.7 percent of the total 
enrollment while the state African-American 
and Hispanic population was close to 45 
percent,” Garre said. “After the 10 percent 
plan went into effect, minority enrollment 
doubled, Hispanic enrollment has also 
increased and the university has gone past 
critical mass.”

The arguments of this debate centered on 
‘critical mass,’ which is the point when there’s 
enough diversity on campuses to provide 
a rich college educational environment 
and minorities don’t feel as if they are 
spokespersons for their race or looked at with 
suspicion because they were admitted through 
affirmative action.

“The University of Texas has not 
demonstrated the necessity of using race as 
a factor in admission,” Rein said. “Critical 
mass in use by the university failed to 
adequately explain the conditions for reaching 
critical mass and no one has really defined it. 
The minorities admitted tend to come from 
segregated racially identifiable schools. 
Universities should be free to supplement 
students with more privileged minority 
students to ensure interracial diversity.”

Rein said his intention was not to overrule 
the Grutter decision, but intended to add an 
“unlimited mandate” under Grutter to further 
diversity. 

He is challenging the use of race 

classification that could 
discriminate against some 
applicants that have non-
measurable diversity, 
such as students who are 
of mixed heritage.

Garre, respondent 
f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
of Texas, argued that 
critical mass could be 
achieved when it creates 
an environment where 
the underrepresented do 
not feel isolated.

In the Grutter case, 
some argued that it takes a 
critical mass of minorities 
to achieve diversity. 
However, as Rein said, 
there is no number of 
what constitutes critical 
mass. 

Critical mass may 
be achieved only when 
enough minorities don’t 
feel marginalized and 
n o n - m i n o r i t i e s  c a n 
achieve an understanding 
that not all minorities 
share the same views.

“Looking at the top 10 percent of high 
school students, taking 10 percent of a racially 

identifiable high school may look good on 
paper, but it doesn’t guarantee diversity that 
produces educational benefits on campus,” 
Rein said. 

Re in  sa id  some  g roups  r emain 
underrepresented compared to the Texas 
population where minorities are clumped 
together, often leaving one African-American 
or Hispanic with one voice in many 
classrooms. 

During the question and answer session, 
Class of 2013 Cadet Devin T. Adams asked 
the question:

“Why does race matter?” he said. “Why 
not gender or football and why is race an 
argument with Fisher who was not admitted?

Rein said that race is a lighting rod. Race 
is only one of many factors that help in 
achieving different view points. 

Adams said he thought the brief 
was absolutely priceless—having such 
distinguished lawyers debate about a case 
that was just in the Supreme Court two weeks 
prior. He also had thoughts on the special 
case.

“In my opinion, the Supreme Court will 
rule for UT because of standing, meaning 
that Fisher has no real complaint that can 
be remedied,” Adams said. “They will 
also address the idea and concept of what 
constitutes a critical mass in minority 
admissions.”

Class of 2013 Cadet Devin T. Adams asks a question at the affirmative action 
debate Oct. 24 at Robinson Auditorium on a case now before the Supreme Court 
involving Abigail Fisher who was denied admission to the University of Texas. 
Adams asked Bert Rein, the lawyer representing Fisher, why race was a factor 
in admissions as opposed to other requirements.

Bert Rein, petitioner for Abigail Fisher in an affirmative 
action case now before the Supreme Court, speaks at a 
debate Oct. 24 at Robinson Auditorium. Rein and Gregory 
Garre are the attorneys who presented arguments Oct. 
10 before the Supreme Court on Fisher v. University of 
Texas. Fisher is suing the university because she claims 
she was denied admission because she is white. The 
lawyers presented their arguments to cadets and allowed 
a question and answer period after the arguments and 
rebuttals.



 November 1, 20124 Pointer View  News and Features

Class of 2016 cadet, former infantry specialist, receives 
second Purple Heart during Hall of Honor ceremony

Class of 2016 Cadet Harrison Majors received his second Purple Heart from his 
sponsor and commandant of the U.S Military Academy Preparatory School, Lt. 
Col. Stephen Ruth, at the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor Oct. 25. Before 
coming to USMAPS, Majors was a specialist attached to 3rd Platoon, Company 
B, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry Division, 4th Brigade Combat Team. Majors was 
wounded in Afghanistan twice, once on Jan. 3, 2010, and again April 6, 2010.

One of two coins created by the 
National Purple Heart Hall of Honor 
presented to Class of 2016 Cadet 
Harrison Majors.

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Class of 2016 Cadet Harrison Majors, Co. 
G-2, received the Purple Heart Oct. 25, during 
a ceremony at the National Purple Heart Hall 
of Honor in New Windsor, N.Y.

Presenting the award was Majors’ 
sponsor, Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth, USMAPS 
Commandant of Cadets. Members of Majors’ 
lacrosse team and friends were there to 
support and honor him as he received the 
medal. 

Majors graduated from the U.S. Military 

Academy Preparatory School in May. 
Afterward, he completed Cadet Basic 
Training in August and was selected as vice-
president for the Class of 2016. But before 
his admission to the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, he was a noncommissioned 
officer, serving as a squad leader at Fort 
Carson, Colo., with 3rd Platoon, Company 
B, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division. 

Majors has now been decorated twice with 
the Purple Heart medal. 

The first incident happened Jan. 3, 
2010, when Majors set out on a key leader 
engagement/presence patrol in the village of 
Badvan of Zhari district in Kandahar province 
of Afghanistan. Majors and his men set up 
support by fire and overwatch position on a 
hilltop overlooking the village. 

When entering the village, an IED, located 
a few meters behind his teammate, was 
detonated along with simultaneous mortar 
rounds launched, which landed approximately 
10 meters in front of his teammate and 
Majors. Majors’ light machine gun team 
was killed and an Air Force attachment was 
mortally wounded. Majors and his teammate 
sustained concussions, TBI and hearing 
damage from the blast.

On April 6, 2010, Majors was on a 
mounted patrol in the Zhari District of 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, as the turret gunner 
on the lead truck of the convoy. While driving 
through the village area of Kandalay, a large 
command wire improvised explosive device 
struck the vehicle launching it through the air. 
The vehicle managed to land on its wheels, 
but Majors was struck by the blast through 
the turret and knocked unconscious. 

Within a minute, Majors regained 
consciousness and returned to duty before 
noticing he was bleeding. A medic wrapped 

his face and stopped the bleeding and he was 
coherent enough to remain with his unit. 

It was later when he was sent to an 
aid station for evaluation and treatment 
he discovered he sustained a broken nose, 
hearing damage, a concussion and traumatic 
brain injury.

Although Majors had re-enlisted for 
another six years, he also applied for admission 
to the academy. He said he initially enlisted 
because he wanted to serve his country and 
have a way to pay for a college education.  

“I was in the infantry as an enlisted 
Soldier and would like to return to that,” 
Majors said, considering branch options. “My 
second choice would be aviation.”

Majors said he initially enlisted because 
he wanted to serve his country and have a way 
to pay for a college education. 

He came to West Point based on a decision 
to continue his service as a commissioned 
officer. In the end, Majors found a way to do 
both, receive a sound college and military 
education and still do what he loves, being 
a Soldier.
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Cadet aCtivities Update

Judo Team: Two teams from West Point Judo 
participated at the Navy Invitational Team tournament 
in Annapolis, Md., Oct. 27. 

West Point Judo athletes came to the event as the 
defending champions for both divisions—the Navy 
Commandant’s Trophy and the Japanese Ambassador’s 
Cup. 

The Gold team, fighting for the JAC, competed 
against the Navy A Team. The team delivered impressive 
performances and won every match before the first minute 
to sweep Navy by a score of 60-0. 

The Black Team competed against Georgetown in its 
first leg of the route toward the NCT. All matches by the 
six West Point athletes were won by perfect scores for a 
60-0 performance. 

During the second round of the competition, West 
Point Gold faced the Georgetown Judo Club A Team,  
comprised of all black belts. This was the match that 
would decide the winner of the JAC. Class of 2013 
Cadets Larisa Tudor and John Barnes disposed of their 
competition within a minute each. 

Class of 2014 Cadet Austin Bowman won a very 
close match versus an advanced black belt earning the 
team 5 points. 

With three matches remaining, West Point faced 
the biggest challenge of the day. The three Georgetown 
athletes left were all high experienced black belts. 

West Point lost two of the matches, but Class of 2014 
Cadet Stephen Patten fought extremely hard for a close 
win and a 35-20 lead. In the fight for the NCT, the Black 
Team defeated College Park Judo B Team for another 
60-0 win. 

The last round had Team Gold defeating College 
Park Judo A, 60-0, clinching the Japanese Ambassador’s 
Cup. In the final match of the day, Team Black defeated 
Navy for the second time, denying a single win to the 
midshipmen. 

(Editor’s Note: In last week’s Pointer View article 
on the Judo Fall Classic, the following information was 
omitted: Class of 2014 Cadet Emily Lewis placed second 
in the Novice Women (u139) weight class.)

Bowling Team: Six cadets represented the West 
Point Bowling Team Oct. 27 at the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Bowling Conference’s  second meeting of the season at 
Holiday Lanes in Paterson, N.J. 

The team had one of its best days ever in the Classic 
Division with two out of six team games won and 
individuals scored another 10 wins for a total of 16 points. 

Outstanding bowlers were Class of 2013 Cadets Chen 
Wei-Hung and Carl Johnson. Chen finished the day with 
an average over 180, with Johnson close behind. Two of 
the team game losses were by four and 23 pins. 

The Army Men’s Volleyball team returned to West Point  
Sunday as the 2012-13 Patriot League champions, defeating 
the U.S. Naval Academy along its road to victory.

The Patriot League tournament was hosted by Lehigh 
University Oct. 26-Sunday and included Lehigh’s A/B teams, 
Colgate, Bucknell, Navy and Army. 

Army opened in pool play facing both Lehigh B and Navy. 
After defeating Lehigh B, Navy proved to be no match for 
the cohesive Army unit across the net. Army defeated Navy 
3-1 to finish first in pool play and advanced to the semifinals 
where they faced Bucknell University in a best of five series. 

Army won a close first game, 25-23, but then dropped the 
second game to Bucknell. Army made some adjustments and 
won the next two games to advance to the finals. 

In the championship match, the Army team faced Lehigh 
University, who had home-court advantage and support of the 
fans. The Army offense was led by senior co-captains Riki 
Herrero and Larry McGill. As the starting setter, Herrero 
provided strategic play-calling and ran each offensive play. 
McGill continued his consistent play as the most lethal 
offensive weapon on the right side, both in front and back row 
attacks. Juniors Eric Nelson and Taylor Herrington dominated 
the net in the middle, while the outside hitter positions were 
anchored by junior Charles Masters and freshman Chase 
Binkley. Junior Richie Dulce owned the backcourt as the 
libero and defensive specialist for the Army team. 

Army swept Lehigh 3-0 to become the 2012-13 Patriot 

Men’s V-Ball named PL champs

League champions. The Army Men’s Volleyball team is 
scheduled to host Air Force at 5:30 p.m. Friday on the 2nd 
floor of Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center.

Senior Co-Captain Larry McGill attacks the ball en 
route to the championship win for the Army Men’s 
Volleyball Team at the 2012-13 Patriot League 
Tournament Oct. 26-28.                       Courtesy Photo
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West Point team excels at annual Army Ten-Miler race
Submitted by the West Point 
Army Ten-Miler Team

Nearly 100 runners from the West Point 
community traveled to Washington, D.C., to race 
in the Army Ten-Miler Oct. 21 as individuals or as 
members of a team. In its 28th year, the Army Ten-
Miler has grown to be one of the largest 10-mile 
races in the world with nearly 22,000 runners and 
648 teams completing this year’s race. 

What many runners love about the race is the 
team competition. Teams are made up of four-to-
eight runners with the four fastest times added 
together to determine the team’s time. Army 
installations from around the world send teams to 
compete in the race.

This year, West Point sent a team to compete in 
the active duty mixed gender category. The team 
has been training since it was selected following the 
West Point 10K this past May. Members from the 
cadet marathon team and Keller Army Community 
Hospital also assembled teams to compete in the 
race. 

Team coach, Lt. Col. Liam Collins, knew the 
West Point team would do well, but even he was 
surprised with the team’s overall result. The team 
accomplished its goal to win the mixed active 
duty category, defeating 67 other teams, but what 

surprised him the most was how well the team 
performed against teams overall. West Point 
finished ninth out of 648 teams, defeating all but a 
handful of male-only teams.

Second Lt. Cheslea Prahl, in her first 10-
mile race ever, had the team’s best performance, 
finishing the race in 57:25. She finished 126th 
overall defeating all but a handful of male runners; 
among women, she finished seventh overall and 
second in the Army. 

In the 28-year history of the race, only two 
Army women have ever run a faster time at the race. 
She was also a late addition to the All-Army Team,  
which won the international competition for the 
third consecutive year, defeating foreign military 
teams with a record time of 3:14:54.

Collins ran the team’s fastest time, completing 
the course in 53:27 and finishing 40th overall 
in his 17th Army Ten-Miler. The team’s top 
noncommissioned officer, Sgt. 1st Class Gerardo 
Avila, was right on his heels, finishing in 53:42. 
This was Avila’s final race with the Army as he 
retires this December after 20 years of service. 

He said that he “loves the race for the 
camaraderie and the competition” and it is one of 
the things he will miss most after retiring. However,  
he is already planning on returning to the race next 
year to compete on a civilian team.

Pictured are the Military District of Washington Commander (and former 
Corps of Cadets Commandant) Maj. Gen. Michael Linnington, Maj. Marty 
Wennblom, Maj. Todd Hertling, 2nd Lt. Chelsea Prahl, Lt. Col. Liam 
Collins, Maj. Matt Cavanaugh and Command Sgt. Maj. David Turnball 
after the Army Ten-Miler race.                Courtesy Photo

Rounding out the team were Maj. Marty Wennblom (56:22); Maj. Todd Hertling 
(56:54); Maj. Clint Tisserand (57:44); Maj. Matt Cavanaugh (58:40) and Maj. 
Mark Davis (63:45).
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Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Gen. Thaddeus Kosciuszko, a skilled 
Polish engineer who offered his services 
to the American colonies in their quest 
forindependence, received an appointment at 
Fortress West Point in March 1778 as chief 
engineer of the fortification. 

While here, Kosciuszko constructed a 
chain of redoubts and forts––and a private 
retreat now known as Kosciuszko Garden, 
located near Cullum Hall down steep steps 
that lead to the garden.

The garden was in disrepair when Betsey 
Blakeslee happened to see it while her husband 
came to West Point as a voluntary recall 
and physician at Keller Army Community 
Hospital.

 “I explored the history and conditions (of 
the garden) and met with and worked with 
several key individuals at the Directorate of 
Public Works,” she said.

These helpful individuals included Randy 
McMurtrie, Bob Jones, George Markt and 
Gregory Church. 

“They were helpful regarding previous 
studies that were produced on the historic 
landscape design and preservation at West 
Point as well as the recent condition of the 
garden,” she said.

Blakeslee put together a PowerPoint 
presentation and gave it to as many groups 
who would listen about the importance of 
preserving this garden and understanding its 
history in the American Revolution.

“As a result, I started interfacing with 

the Department of History, the West Point 
Museum, several cadet groups, Christina 
Overstreet (post volunteer coordinator) and 
the West Point volunteers,” Blakeslee said. 
“Jim Johnson, former chief of military history 
and president of the Hudson River Valley 
Institute and professor at Marist College, has 
been tremendously helpful as has his wife 
Lois who volunteered in the garden.”

There was a tremendous amount of 
overgrowth. None of the rock faces were 
exposed. There were also plumbing issues 
and the grotto on the second level needed the 
roof fixed and bricks needed reappointing.

“Railings were coming off, the steps 
and the terraces needed repair and the view 
of the Hudson River was obstructed,” she 
said. “There were serious safety concerns, 
which were solved with the implementation 
of additional railings. The fence above the 
garden was broken and allowed trash to 
blow into the garden and the fountain was 
not working. All of that has been repaired.”

Blakeslee received the Gold Cross of 
Merit from President of Poland Bronislaw 
Komorowski Sept. 26 at the Polish Consulate 
in New York for her work on Kosciuszko’s 
Garden. 

Despite the accolades, she said there is 
still work to be done.

“The single most important element of 
the garden, which is still not repaired, is the 
direct entrance from Kosciuszko’s Garden to 
Flirtation Walk,” she said. “There is a small 
section that is eroded and cadets and faculty 
from the Civil and Mechanical Engineering 
Department devoted a lot of time and effort 

Lois Johnson and Betsey Blakeslee tend to Kosciuszko’s Garden which they 
and other volunteers are refurbishing. The garden is named for Gen. Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko, a Polish engineer who built the garden as a retreat. Today, it still 
serves as an escape for cadets and also a secluded small class setting. The 
remains of the garden were discovered by Cadet Jonathan Swift in 1802 and 
he restored it at that time before he became the first graduate of West Point.

Community member recognized for work on Kosciuszko’s Garden

into a plan to open up the entrance and fix 
the path.” 

However, that project was stopped 
because official permits for construction 
could not be granted to cadets, according to 
the garrison. As a result, a significant section 
of the historic path of Flirtation Walk remains 
closed off, even though the condition of the 
path is excellent and contains a stone wall 
and a beautiful view of the river., according 
to Blakeslee.

Blakeslee said there are approximately 
30 sites from the American Revolution at 
West Point and nearly 75 percent are in need 
of repair.

Several organizations and community 
members are contributing to the repair of 

Kosciuszko’s Garden. The Daughters of 
the United States Army donated benches 
for the garden. Distinguished Graduate Lt. 
Gen. Ed Rowny, Class of 1941, and his 
family established a fund at the Association 
of Graduates for Kosciuszko’s Garden 
preservation and are active supporters. They 
will be featured in an upcoming Public 
Broadcasting Station documentary on 
Kosciuszko.

Kosciuszko’s Garden was built by the 
general as a retreat in 1779 and is still used as 
an escape for cadets who can be found there 
during most times of the day. 

It is considered one of the oldest 
continuously existing gardens in the United 
States.

SHOW SOME SPIRIT, SUPPORT 
The BTD Turkey Bowl Nov. 19

The Brigade Tactical 
Department’s annual Turkey 
Bowl is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. Nov. 19 at Shea Stadium.

The Turkey Bowl is a 
flag football game pitting the 
Brigade Tactical Department’s 
noncommissioned officers 
versus officers. It is free and 
open to the public.

For more information, 
con t ac t  Sg t .  1 s t  C la s s 
Christopher Snuggs, Company 
I-1 TAC NCO, at 938-0524.

toMMy GilliGan/usMa Pao
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Story and photos by Mike 
Strasser
Assistant Editor

Congress was in session for 
more than 550 cadets—
mostly from the Class of 

2015—at the Department of Social 
Sciences’ seventh Congressional 
Simulation Exercise.

Over the course of two weeks, 
four groups of cadets transformed 
the Cullum Hall Ballroom into a 
lawmaking house of Congressional 
Democrats and Republicans, 
lobbyists, presidential advisers and 
journalists.

In a departure from the daylong 
experience in previous semesters, 
the exercise was condensed to a 
three-hour session. Cadets could 
waste no time as they negotiated, 
debated and legislated the all-
important issue of immigration 
reform. 

T h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s 
compressed schedule over a full-
day SIMEX was it allowed total 
participation from cadets enrolled in 
the American Politics course. 

It also meant cadets had to spend 
as much time possible in preparing 
for the exercise, learning their roles 
and becoming well-versed with the 
bill and the issues surrounding it. 

A website was established where 
cadets could promote themselves 
and their party platform. It was 
also useful for the media role-
players to study their subjects and 
create storylines; they even posted 
breaking news reports about events 
leading up to the SIMEX and its 
proceedings.

“Cadets had the opportunity 
to change the outcome of the bill 
even before they arrived here,” 
Maj. Heidi Brockmann, American 
Politics course director and assistant 
professor, said. “They knew there 
was limited time to affect things so 
we emphasized that preparation was 
key if they want to get the results.” 

Each session of the SIMEX 
opened with a presidential address, 
role-played by a senior leader at 
the academy. Once the speech 
was delivered, cadets went into 
perpetual motion, at least for the 
next 180 minutes. They had to work 
fast, Brockmann said, be decisive 
and waste little time on idle chatter.

They even worked through 
lunch, with cadets desperate to keep 
parties together while maintaining 
coalitions to get their version of the 
bill passed. 

Cadets finding themselves in 
unfavorable positions with the 
bill used this time to gain political 

Cadets create legislative reform at 7th Congressional SIMEX

capital from the media or lobbyists.
The graded exercise is all about 

accumulation of power in the 
form of political capital points. 
The media can use their capital 
to acquire news scoops, special 
interest groups use it to influence 
politicians, while the congressmen 
employ give-and-take strategies to 
benefit themselves, their party—and 
hopefully, their constituents.

“They have to think quickly on 
their feet and be really organized 
from the start,” Maj. Scott Smitson, 
SOSH assistant professor, said. 
“It’s interesting to see how the 
lobbyists have formed coalitions 
and advertise their platforms, which 
is consistent with what we’ve taught 
them in class.”

There were, at times, scrupulous 
deal-making and misuse of power, 
which also proved educational.

“I would say that a lot of them 
found that being self-interested 
often backfires and building 
coalitions is a lot more difficult than 
it would seem,” Brockmann said.

Class of 2015 Cadet Faisal 
Bermamet, as the ranking Democrat 
in the Senate, felt powerless at times 
despite his elevated title. 

“It only strengthened my belief 
that power lies where people think it 
does,” Bermamet said. “Those who 
believed that I carried the senate 
threw capital points my way or did 
what I told them to out of a belief 

that I carry the group. So I was 
only as powerful as they believed 
I could be.”

He said the simulation offered 
useful insight into the classroom 
material.

“As for me, I suppose as a foreign 
cadet this was a valuable experience 
in American politics and I hope that 
the glimpse that I got from seeing 
the SIMEX unfold today is similar 
to what would actually unfold in 
the real congress—much simpler 
and much less streamlined than 
the real thing,” he said. “It still 
showed how teamwork, negotiation 
and concession can turn the tide in 
politics.”

He was surprised by the 
boldness of the Republican party 
members who sided with him 
against their own leader. 

When the first amendment 
barely passed, he was aided by the 
other party in a cloture against the 
minority leader’s filibuster, which 
eventually secured the vote in favor 
of the Democrats.

“I hit the minority leader hard as 
often as I could,” Bermamet said. 
“I put up one of my senators for 20 
negative points—I didn’t follow 
through with it though—and I did 
what I had to, whether it was strong 
arming or compromising, victory 
was my only goal.”

His one regret was that he 
failed to keep account of the point 

distribution in his party. One 
committee head had stockpiled 
points which left three senate 
members short. A smart move, 
Bermamet said, but he admits 
having failed to notice it until it was 
too late to react.

Over  the  course  of  four 
congressional sessions, Brockmann 
said there were more than a 
few moments of drama. Press 
conferences proved noteworthy 
from their lively exchanges, and she 
was impressed by the tactics of one 
interest group.

“One interest  group was 
supremely organized and came 
in with a screen and projector,” 
Brockmann said.  “They ran 
commercials and videos. These are 
real interest groups, so the cadets 
researched about it online and were 
very successful.”

Brockmann, a Class of 2001 
graduate, had never experienced 
such an exercise as a cadet, but as 
faculty, she’s seen how this SIMEX 
has proven to be quite beneficial 
to cadets.

“We read about how Congress 
works in class, but there’s no way 
they can truly understand how 
government works without some 
practical experience,” Brockmann 
said. “Everyone comes out of it 
having learned something new, 
and they’ll have varying opinions 
about it.” 

Class of 2015 Cadet Anthony McConnell gets the scoop from  
House Democrats as a representative of the powerful Fourth 
Estate, in his case, a New York Times reporter. Four sessions of 
Congress convened at Cullum Hall over a two-week timespan 
to allow more than 550 cadets to experience the practical 
exercise. The three-hour event included a presidential address, 
party caucus, press conference, floor debates and voting on an 
immigration reform bill.

Class of 2015 Cadet Lisa Junta served as a presidential adviser during the Department of Social 
Sciences’ 7th Congressional Simulation Exercise. She is speaking with Class of 2015 Cadet 
Robert Hume, a House Republican and chairman of the Judiciary Committee. 
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By Robert Bryant 

A few years ago, Karen Worstell Bryant of Fort 
Montgomery launched a “Books for Appalachia” 
program. For the annual drives, her Friends of the 
Highland Falls Library associates, local residents, 
Storm King and her Wells Fargo advisors clients 
donated thousands of diverse books for all ages.  

Each summer, the Bryant family loads up the RV 
and, via volunteer funding, treks to remote libraries in 
Appalachia to make happy donations.  

“The program is a big success because people 
treasure books and are reluctant to throw them away, 
but they feel gratified to give them away for a worthy 
cause,” Bryant said. “But this year was different. The 
trip was short, but the impact will be long on people 
perhaps around the world.”  

Last year, the Highland Falls Sacred Heart Church 
made a major contribution of children’s books plus 
textbooks from the entire school.  

The Appalachian schools were unfortunately 
prohibited from accepting the textbooks due to public 
schools standardization regulations. 

Bryant couldn’t bear throwing away perfectly good 
books so she stored them in her husband’s garage during 
months of searching for private schools or home school 
recipients.

At a Friends of the Highland Falls Library meeting, 
Suzanne Brahm suggested home schoolers at West 
Point; Robert Bryant ferreted out a contact who 
connected Bryant with the West Point School Liaison 
Officer Michi Carl.  

Bryant and Carl’s brainstorming was a segue into 
a whole new service for West Point’s School Support 
Services, which connects families, schools and 
communities—a home schooling nook with bookcases 
in the training room that display the many volumes now 
in Carl’s inventory storage.

Carl’s educational background at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
as well as her service at West Point qualifies her to 
point out that “It is hard to teach and cross state lines. 
Our role is to help families with transition. And parents 
need counseling before, during and after deployment.  
Home schooling fits right in.”  

Carl introduced Bryant to Shelly Wood, who has 
home schooled for seven years, starting in Texas with 
her daughter and two sons.  

During her three years at West Point, she has added 
home schooling for other families. 

The kickoff at the West Point’s School Liaison 
Support Services that began over a year ago was 
successfully initiated like most volunteer programs 
—with the thoughtfulness, help and support, plus raw 
labor, of many.  

For West Point School Support Services, visit 
www.westpointmwr.com/school, email Michi.
carl@usma.edu, or call 845-938-2092. To connect 
with other West Point homeschoolers, visit www.
westpointhomeschoolers.com.  

Residents of the Town of Highlands are encouraged 
to call 845-446-3113 or browse the Library website  at 
www.rcls.org/HFL. 

Visit www.sacredheart-highlandfalls.org 
or call 845-446-4609 or reach Robert Bryant at 

labelWorstellBandB@hotmail.com.   
Phone 1-877-MERCY-GO or visit the college website at www.mercy.

edu, email Karen.Worstell.Bryant@WellsFargoAdvisors.com or call 845-
639-7277.  

Book donations benefit Highland Falls, West Point

Betros book signing brings large 
reception to Cadet Bookstore

The book, “Carved from Granite: West 
Point since 1902,” has been the subject 
of much discussion and debate since its 
publication in March.

During his first book signing Oct. 25 
at the Cadet Bookstore, retired Brig. Gen. 
Lance Betros received a warm reception 
and much appreciation for creating that 
discourse.

The book is an introspective and 
thorough examination of leadership 
development at the U.S. Military Academy. 
Betros said it was a labor of love, written 
knowing the institution is strong enough to 
withstand any criticism and flexible in its 
ability to change with the times.

The former professor and head of 
the Department of History at the U.S. 
Military Academy returned to West Point 
for his reunion weekend with the Class of 
1977, but spent a few hours at the Cadet 
Bookstore speaking with colleagues and 
cadets about the book. The most time 
spent was with junior officers from the 
Eisenhower Leadership Development 
Program—future tactical officers at the 

academy—who shared their opinions on 
the book and the conversations that are 
occurring in class.

During his time at West Point, 
Betros founded the West Point Center 
for Oral History, which preserves first-
person interviews with distinguished 
servicemembers and professionals in an 
online archive. He is also the editor of 
the academy’s bicentennial publication, 
“West Point: Two Centuries and Beyond,” 
published in 2004.

Betros retired after 35 years of 
commissioned service in the Army with 
the rank of brigadier general and currently 
serves as the dean of academics at the Army 
War College. 

A fellow Class of 1977 graduate, 
Clyde Cocke, was also present for a 
book signing for “Pass in Review: An 
Illustrated History of West Point Cadets” 
with photographer Eilene Harkless Moore, 
perhaps the first occassion for two 
graduates from the same class to publish 
books in the same year and share a book 
signing appearance at West Point.

Class of 2016 Cadet Matthew Altamirano visited the Cadet Bookstore in Thayer 
Hall Oct. 25 for a signed copy of "Carved from Granite: West Point Since 1902" 
by retired Brig. Gen. Lance Betros.          Mike strasser/PV                                         

Volunteers load boxes of donated books which will benefit the 
Highland Falls and West Point home school communities. 
                                                                       Courtesy Photo
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at 938-4798 or Lee CDC at 938-0941.

Preschool openings
Child, Youth and School Services has 

openings in their three-day, two-day and 
fi ve-day preschool programs. 

The hours are from 9 a.m.-noon. Children 
3 years and older are eligible to attend.  

For more information, call Parent Central 
at 938-4458/0939 to signup.

Ladies Nights at the West Point Club
Ladies come join the West Point Club 

every Thursday and Friday evening at the 
Club’s Benny Haven Lounge for drink 
specials. Doors open at 5 p.m.

For more information, call 938-5120.

West Point WOD for Warriors 2012
The West Point Workout of the Day for 

Warriors 2012 event will take place from 4-9 
p.m. Nov. 9 at the Youth Center Gymnasium, 
Bldg. 500, Washington Road.

Sign up today at www.eventbrite.com. 
Keywords are West Point WOD for Warriors.

Veterans Day Weekend Kennel special
Morgan Farm Kennels is offering a four-

day special pricing—pay for three days and 
get one free. 

Drop off your pet Nov. 9 and pick up on 
Nov. 13. Grooming will also be available. 

Morgan Farm is now also taking 
reservations for the Thanksgiving Day 
weekend. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-3926.

Ski and Snowboard sale
There will be a Ski and Snowboard sale 

from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Nov. 11-12 at the Victor 
Constant Ski Slope. 

Ski Barn will fi ll the Ski Lodge with the 
best bargains of the season. Don’t miss out, 
rain or shine. All new skis, snowboards, ski 
boots and snowboard boots are discounted up 
to 50 percent off. 

For more information,  call  938-
8623/4637.

Community Holiday Party for your 
department

Looking for a special place with a festive 
atmosphere for your holiday party? Look no 
further then the West Point Club. 

You can have your holiday party from 
5-10 p.m. Dec. 20 in the Grand Ballroom, 
with music provided all night. 

The Club will provide a miniature tree 
and you will need to bring the decorations to 
personalize your table’s centerpiece.  

Dinner and a cash bar will be available 
for a minimal price per person. 

For reservations and more information, 
call 938-5120.

Pointer View  At Your Leisure

a.m. Nov. 30 and Dec. 28;
All workshops are held at ACS Bldg. 622. 
For more information, call 938-3487.

Thanksgiving Day Feast
Join the West Point Club from 10:30 a.m.-

4 p.m. Nov. 22 for its traditional Thanksgiving 
Day Feast.

The Feast will take place in the Club’s 
Grand Ballroom. Club members and families 
of deployed servicemembers save 15 percent.

Advance reservations are required. 
For reservations and information, call 

938-5120.

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
tickets

Join Leisure Travel Services for the 
traditional Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
Nov. 22. Tickets are on sale now at LTS. 

Motor coach transportation leaves West 
Point at 6 a.m. and returns immediately 
following the parade. 

For reservations and payment, call LTS 
at 938-3601. 

2012 Army Digital Photography 
Contest

Calling all creative photographers 
to submit entries to the Army Digital 
Photography Contest. Submissions for the 
contest are due Nov. 30. 

For more information, contact the West 
Point Arts and Crafts Shop at 938-4812 or 
armymwr.com/recleisure/artsandcrafts.

Fall Story Hour 
Join the West Point Post Library for 

preschool story hour on Tuesdays through 
Dec. 4. There are two sessions per week held 
at 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

Story hour is open to all West Point 
community children, ages 3-5. 

Pre-registration is required. 
For registration and more information, 

call 938-2974. 

CYSS Hired! program
Attention teens ages 15-18—do you 

want to earn $500 through the CYSS Hired 
program? 

For more information, contact Marion 
DeClemente at 938-8889 or email marion.
declemente@usma.edu.

CYSS offers child care during home 
football games

West Point Child, Youth and School 
Services will be providing child care during 
home football games this season.  

Reservations can be made at the Stony or 
Lee Child Development Centers and need to 
be made by Wednesday, nine days prior, to 
the game day. 

Child care will be provided from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. with a minimal cost per child.  

For more information, contact Stony CDC 

USAG Scramble 
The U.S. Army Garrison scramble will 

have a 1 p.m. Shotgun start today at the West 
Point Golf Course. 

This is a four-person team scramble 
tournament, open to all garrison Soldiers 
and employees as well as the West Point 
community. 

USAG Soldiers and employees can have 
up to three guests on their team. 

A nominal fee includes golf cart, prizes 
and barbecue. Green fees are not included. 

Day of tournament check in will start at 
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 

Call the Pro Shop at 938-2435 to register 
your team.

FMWR/CYSS Cash and Carry Sale
A FMWR/CYSS non-appropriated cash 

sale will be held from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
today-Friday. Items for sale will be assorted 
children’s furniture to include rockers, large 
storage cubbies, tables, chairs, bookcases, 
easels, storage shelves and wooden play 
kitchens.

The above items are located at the Youth 
Center gymnasium, Bldg. 500, Washington 
Road. Items must be picked up the same day.

• Priority 1: Today—Open to military 
personnel, civilian employees and other 
authorized installation FMWR patrons. An 
ID card is required to verify individual’s 
eligibility.

• Priority 2: Friday—Open to the general 
public after 1 p.m. 

For more information, call 938-2023.

2012 Hunting Lottery
The Hunting Lottery is scheduled at 6 

p.m. tonight at the Victor Constant Ski Lodge, 
Bldg. 718. Everyone must be signed in and 
seated by 5:45 p.m.

Important changes to this year’s lottery: 
• Proxies will be limited to two per 

person; 
• Hunting licenses will not be sold at the 

lodge before the lottery. Hunting licenses 
must be purchased before coming to the 
lottery. 

Hunting licenses will be on sale at the 
Round Pond offi ce until 5 p.m. that day.

For more information, call 938-2503.

Hunter’s Education Course
West Point Outdoor Recreation is hosting 

a New York State Hunter’s Education Course 
from 6-10 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday at Bonneville Cabin, Round Pond. 

You must attend both classes to receive 
credit.

To register for the course, call 938-2503.

CYSS parent education class
CYSS is offering a parent education class. 

Re-directing Your Child is geared toward 
families with children from birth to age 5. 

Learn how to get out of saying “NO! 

Don’t do that!” with a few simple steps. 
It takes place from noon-1 p.m. Wednesday 

at Stony CDC.
For more information or to register, 

contact Kim Tague at 938-3921.

Employment Readiness Fall 
Workshops

ACS is offering 10 Steps to a Federal 
Job Workshop to help those searching for 
employment. 

ACS provides tips to help you successfully 
navigate the Federal Job System, including 
how to research vacancy announcements, 
prepare a federal resumé and apply for jobs 
with USAJOBS.

The upcoming employment readiness fall 
workshops are:

• Wednesday, 2-4 p.m.;
• Nov. 21, noon-2 p.m.
All workshops are held in the ACS 

Training Room, Bldg. 622. 
Call 938-5658 to sign up for a class. 

BOSS Thanksgiving Food Drive
Join Better Opportunities for Single 

Soldiers from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Nov. 12 
at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion with a 
non-perishable food item for its annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive. BOSS will also 
be doing its fall clean up. 

For more information, call 938-6497.

ACS Hearts Apart Support Group
Join Army Community Service and 

Hearts Apart for a monthly gathering to build 
resiliency, camaraderie and self-reliance.  

Each event will begin with valuable 
education and training and follow up with 
optional crafting time with friends.  

While you are gaining knowledge that will 
set you up for success, you can also fi nally get 
around to completing those scrapbooks like 
you always meant to.  

Learn how to organize your scrapping into 
manageable chunks and produce beautiful 
mementos you will be proud to share with 
family and friends.  

Sessions will be held at ACS from 
4:30-6:30 p.m., on the dates indicated 
below. Snacks and activities for kids will be 
provided.

• Nov. 15—Crazy for Coupons;
• Dec. 13—Stress Management for the 

Holidays.
For more information, call 845-938-3487 

to reserve your spot today. Space is limited. 

ACS’ Relocation Readiness workshops
There are several ACS’ Relocation 

Readiness workshops available in the next 
two months. The workshops include:

• Overseas Briefi ng workshop, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Nov. 15 and Dec. 21;

• PCS workshops, 9-10 a.m. Nov. 15 and 
Dec. 20.

• Sponsorship Training workshop, 9-10 
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For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 
at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

Garrison Command’s new Facebook page
The West Point Garrison Command is the new owner of 

a Facebook page. 
The primary purpose of this page is for the West Point 

Garrison leadership to communicate directly to the entire West 
Point military community while highlighting or emphasizing 
specifi c information, issues and activities that affect the 
community. 

You can reach the page at www.facebook.com/
WestPointGarrison.

Army Education Center
The Army Education Center will no longer be able to 

administer proctored examinations for Soldiers, family 
members or civilians enrolled in college courses in the distance 
learning format.  

Academic testing will be the responsibility of the 
academic institution where the student is enrolled. Consider 
the implications of testing arrangements when enrolling in 
distance learning courses. 

For more information, contact the Army Education Center 
at 938-3464/5389.

Organ recital                 
  European concert organist Douglas Bruce will perform a 

recital of organ masterworks on the West Point Cadet Chapel 
pipe organ at 3 p.m. Sunday.  

Bruce has served as cathedral organist in many of the great 
centers of Europe including Edinburgh, Scotland, as well as 
Germany and Switzerland.  

This organ recital is free and open to the public.  
West Point’s Cadet Chapel has the world’s largest church 

pipe organ with more than 23,500 pipes in a splendid cathedral 
sanctuary measuring more than 200 feet long.  

Due to changing security requirements at West Point, 
please check www.westpoint.edu/special before leaving for 
the recital.   

Boscobel salutes veterans
To honor all former U.S. military personnel, Boscobel is 

offering free house and grounds admission to veterans who 
show their military ID, or even a photo of themselves wearing 
their uniform, at the front desk during the month of November. 

The Boscobel Salutes Veterans Program also includes 
half-price admission for up to five family members per 
visiting veteran. 

House and grounds admission at Boscobel includes a 
45-minute, guided tour of the mansion, as well as access to 
the grounds that surround it. The grounds include breathtaking 
views of the Hudson River and a 1.5-mile Woodland Trail. 

In addition, enjoy the exhibit currently on display in the 
Boscobel Exhibition Gallery—Refl ections Renewed: Hudson 
River Images Revisited, a photographic, “now & then” display 
curated by Alexander Boyle.

Boscobel is located on scenic Route 9D in Garrison, just 
one mile south of Cold Spring. Boscobel is directly across the 
river from West Point. 

November and December hours are 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.   
Boscobel is open every day except Tuesdays, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 

For more information, visit www.Boscobel.org or call 
845-265-3638.

Pointer View  

West Point School Board Meeting
Mark your calendar for a date change to the November 

West Point School Board Meeting.
The meeting is now scheduled at 4:30 p.m. today at the 

West Point Middle School Conference Room.
For more information, contact Eileen Ellingsen, Logistics 

Management specialist for West Point Schools, NY/VA/PR 
DDESS, at 938-3506.

West Point Department of Foreign Languages to 
present concert

The West Point Department of Foreign Languages will 
host a free, formal operatic concert entitled “Belle Nuit,” at 
7:30 p.m. tonight at the Eisenhower Hall Ballroom.  

The concert will feature Metropolitan Opera soprano Olga 
Makarina, who is accompanied by pianist Albert Stanziano.  

They will perform works by Mozart, Donizetti, 
Tchaikovsky, Bellini, Rossini and Offenbach.  

This event is Dress Mess, Dress Blues, black tie or evening 
attire. For invitations, contact Rajaa Chouairi at 938-8796.

Motorcycle Training classes
The West Point Safety Offi ce is offering Motorcycle 

Training classes over the next couple of months. There 
are classes available for the Basic Riders Course and the 
Experienced Riders Course. 

The courses and dates available are:
• ERC (staff and faculty)—Tuesday;
• BRC (staff and faculty)—Wednesday-Nov. 8;
• BRC (cadets only)—Nov. 9-11.
BRC training for staff and faculty will be held at Bldg.  

667A 3rd fl oor, Corps of Engineers Conference Room for 
classroom at 7:45 a.m. and the Range will be at the Motor 
Pool, for staff and faculty. 

BRC training for cadets will be held at the Education 
Center. ERC training will be held at A Lot.

Cadets who are interested in signing up, contact Shannon 
Lindey at 938-8682 and staff and faculty members interested 
in either the BRC or ERC, contact Aubrey Posey at 938-6131.

Transition Assistance Program workshops
Transition Assistance Program workshops are four- or 

five-day events designed to assist separating or retiring 
servicemembers in preparing for a smooth transition to 
civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans’ Benefi ts Briefi ng. The N.Y. Department of 
Labor also conducts an extensive Job Assistance Workshop. 

For ACAP eligibility information, visit www.acap.army.
mil/eligibility.aspx.htm. 

Upcoming dates for the TAP workshops are:
• Tuesday-Nov. 9;
• Dec. 11-14;
• Jan. 7-11 (Retiree/Executive TAP-limited seat 

remaining);
• Feb. 12-15;
• March 5-8.
To register, contact the ACAP Offi ce at 938-0634. 

Operation Christmas Child Program
The Protestant Women of the Chapel is supporting the 

Operation Christmas Child Program and will be accepting 
gift-fi lled boxes at the Post Chapel until Wednesday. 

The PWOC has boxes available to fi ll.
For more information, contact Leslie Eichelberger at 

sisterles@live.com. 

Veterans Day assembly
The students, faculty and staff of the West Point Middle 

School invite the West Point community, families and veterans 
to an assembly in honor of Veterans Day at 1 p.m. Nov. 9 in 
the Middle School Auditorium.

The special program will focus on the 150th anniversary 
of the Civil War.

Personally-owned firearms range
The Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and 

Security’s Range Operations is hosting a fi ring range in 
preparation for big-game rifl e hunting season. 

The range is 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 10 at Range 5, along Route 
293 across from Round Pond Recreation.

The personally-owned firearms range is authorized 
for active duty servicemembers, retirees and DOD faculty 
and staff. Participants must bring a form of authorized 
indentifi cation and targets, plus hearing and eye protection. 
Come to group and zero your hunting rifl e. 

The point of contact for this event is Alec M. Lazore at 
938-3007.

Holiday Craft Bazaar
The West Point Women’s Club Holiday Craft Bazaar is 

scheduled for 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Nov. 10 and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 
11 at the Eisenhower Hall Ballroom. Admission is a suggested 
donation. It is free for cadets and children 12 and younger. 

If you would like to be a vendor at the event, email 
wpwcbazaar@gmail.com.

Civilian Health Benefits Fair
The 2012-13 Federal Health Benefi ts Open Season is Nov. 

12-Dec. 10. Within the open season, there is a Civilian Health 
Benefi ts Fair from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 28 at the Riverside Cafe 
in Eisenhower Hall.

The fair will include representatives from FEHB providers 
(health, dental, vision), Occupational Health (fl u shots), 
American Federation of Government Employees and the 
Civilian Personnel Advisory Center.

For more information, contact Karen Wood at 938-2253 
or karen.wood@usma.edu.

Turkey Bowl
The Brigade Tactical Department’s annual Turkey Bowl 

is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Nov. 19 at Shea Stadium.   
The Turkey Bowl is a fl ag football game pitting the 

Brigade Tactical Department’s noncommissioned offi cers 
versus offi cers. It is free and open to the public.  

For more information, contact Sgt. 1st Class Christopher 
Snuggs, Company I-1 TAC NCO, at 938-0524.

Public Administration Program at AEC
John Jay College’s Master of Public Administration 

Program at West Point is now accepting new students for Fall 
II and Spring I sessions.

For more information, contact Jennifer Heiney, onsite 
administrator, at 446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com

West Point Community Diving Club
The West Point Community Diving Club is offering learn-

to-dive lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 

All ages and experience levels are welcome. 
The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 
Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday-

Thursday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. There are also 
noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons when available. 

At Your Leisure
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TRICARE: Active duty to retirement
Health Net Federal Services will present a live webinar 

about transitioning from active duty to retirement at 3 p.m. 
Nov. 9. 

Space is limited, so register today at www.hnfs.com/go/
webinars.   

New and expectant moms needed for focus groups                                                                
The Obstetrics Department is seeking individuals to 

participate in four focus groups to be conducted during 
November to identify what new features and capabilities 
beneficiaries would like to have available at KACH.  

If you are a mom or expecting mom between the ages of 
18-45, we would love to hear from you.

 To RSVP or for more information on the focus group 
sessions, contact Britney Walker at 938-6791.

Keller Corner
At Your Leisure

Friday—Trouble with the Curve, PG-13, 
                      7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Odd Life of Timothy 
              Green, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Lawless, R, 9:30 p.m.
Nov. 9—The Possession, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 10—Premium Rush, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 10—Trouble with the Curve, PG-13, 
                      7:30 p.m.
The TheaTer schedule also can be found aT 

www.shoPMyexChanGe.CoM.

Movies playing at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752
NOW SHOWING

• Cookie Monster’s birthday—In honor of one 
of our favorite Sesame Street characters, BBC will be 
celebrating Cookie Monster’s birthday by handing out 
cookies at 132 Bartlett Loop. Come by between 1:30-3 
p.m. Friday and get your cookies while they last.

• Thanksgiving Day craft—In celebration of 
Thanksgiving, we will be making a napkin holder out of a 
recycled juice box at Lee CDC from noon-1:30 p.m. Nov. 
15. Register by email to Jodi Gellman at jgellman@bbcgrp.
com before Nov. 9.

• Black Friday breakfast—Are you headed out 
shopping? Before you go, stop by to have freshly made 
bagels, muffins, coffee, tea and juice.

Breakfast will be served from 8:30-10 a.m. Nov. 23 at 
132 Bartlett Loop.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Nov. 1-8
Command Channel 8/23

Army Newswatch 
Today, Friday and Monday 

through Nov. 8
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
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Submitted by the West Point Band
 
The West Point Band will present its annual Veterans Day 

concert at 3 p.m. Nov. 11 in Eisenhower Hall Theatre. The 
performance titled “Celebrating the Call of Service,” will 
feature patriotic music accompanied by narration and video. 

The concert will be narrated by Sgt. 1st Class Denver Dill, 
who will provide plenty of wit and information as the audience 
enjoys music set to a variety of video displays. 

Highlights include patriotic favorites “You’re a Grand Old 
Flag,” “America the Beautiful,” “God Bless the USA” and 
the “Armed Forces Medley.” 

Music of the big band era will be featured as the band 
performs “In the Mood,” “Well Git It” and “Take the A Train.” 

Additional selections include “Civil War Fantasy, 
Chester,” “Over the Rainbow,” “Ballad of the Green Berets” 
and “Mansions of the Lord.” 

Free tickets are required for the performance. They 
can be downloaded at westpointband.com or picked up at 
the following locations at West Point: West Point Visitors 
Center, West Point Museum, Eisenhower Hall Box Office, 
Hotel Thayer, Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation and Egner Hall (Bldg. 685).  

Free ticket locations outside of West Point include WHUD 
(Beacon), Mix 97.7 (Poughkeepsie) and the National Purple 
Heart Hall of Honor (New Windsor). 

For tickets by mail, send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: West Point Band, Attn: Veterans Day Tickets, 
685 Hardee Place, West Point, NY 10996.

West Point presents 
Veterans Day concert

Staff Sgt. Brian 
McKinney plays 
a solo on the 
trumpet. 
       Courtesy Photo
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Riley wins 100th game, Army routs HC

Army head coach Brian Riley speaks to the referee during a break in action. Riley earned his 100th career 
victory Oct. 27 as Army defeated Holy Cross 7-2 in Worcester, Mass.           Photos by Paul rader

By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications

Army Hockey head coach Brian Riley recorded his 100th 
career victory and six players scored goals as the Black 
Knights posted a 7-2 win over Holy Cross Oct. 27 in an 
Atlantic Hockey Association contest at the Hart Center in 
Worcester, Mass.

Riley, now in his ninth season, watched his team score 
four power play goals to give him 100 wins for his career.

Army posted its first road win of the season and improved 
to 2-3-1 overall and 2-0-1 in league games.

Holy Cross, dealt its first loss of the season, is now 3-1-0 
overall and 2-1-0 in conference games.

Freshman forward Shane Hearn scored twice and 
sophomore defenseman Mac Lalor, freshman defenseman 
Jonathan Gehrt, freshman forward Joe Kozlak and freshman 
forward Thane Heller had a goal and assist as Army racked 
up a season-best seven goals. 

Senior forward Andy Starczewski had three assists, 
sophomore forward Josh Richards handed out a pair of assists 
and sophomore  foward Zak Zaremba also scored.

Senior goalie Ryan Leets made his second start of the 
season and turned away 33 shots. He made 22 saves in relief 
Oct. 26 and followed that up with 13 in the first period, seven 
in the second and 13 in the final period in Oct. 27’s game to 
win his first game of the season. 

The Black Knights had three power play goals entering 
the contest, but converted four of eight opportunities against 
the Crusaders.

Army, coming off a 5-0 loss to Penn State Oct. 26, stormed 
out to a 3-0 lead after the first period with a pair of power 
play goals.

Zaremba opened the scoring four minutes into the contest 
with a power play goal off of assists from Starczewski and 

Heller. Seven minutes later, Hearn netted his first collegiate 
goal, an unassisted tally.

Kozlak increased the Army lead to 3-0 with his second 
goal of the season, converting a power play opportunity with 
assists from Richards and Gehrt.

Holy Cross, coming off a 2-1 win against Connecticut 
on Oct. 26, answered with two power play goals less than a 
minute apart midway through the second period. 

Army, though, scored three more times and led 6-2 
after two periods. Gehrt notched his first collegiate tally, an 
unassisted score. 

Three minutes later, Lalor scored off of a Starczewski 
pass. It was Lalor’s second goal this season and the second 
assist for Starczewski.

Starczewski collected his third assist of the game on the 
power play late in the period when Heller scored his second 
collegiate goal. Lalor also had an assist.

Hearn closed the scoring in the final period with his second 
goal of the game. Richards and Kozlak picked up assists.

Army will return to action Nov. 9-10 against league foe 
Niagara University. Both games are set for 7:05 p.m. at Tate 
Rink.

Senior goalie Ryan Leets earned his 
first win of the season in Army’s 7-2 
victory over Holy Cross. Leets’ made 
33 saves to lead Army to a 2-3-1 
record after six games and 2-0-1 in 
Atlantic Hockey Association play. 
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Freshmen lead the way, Women’s Soccer wins 2-0

Saturday—Football vs. Air Force, 
Michie Stadium, noon.

Saturday—Men’s Soccer vs. Lehigh, 
Clinton Field, 7:30 p.m.

Army Sports home 
schedule (Nov. 1-8)

Senior co-captain Francine Vasquez had 
seven kills during Army’s sweep of Holy 
Cross Oct. 27.               Mike strasser/PV

Volleyball sweeps Holy Cross, 
improves to 8-2 in Patriot League

Slip through the tackle
Army senior quarterback Trent Steelman slipped through a Ball State tackler 
and rushed 17 times for 101 yards and completed 3-of-5 passes for 38 yards 
in Army’s 30-22 loss to Ball State Oct. 27 at Michie Stadium. Army is now 
1-7 on the season.                                        toMMy GilliGan/usMa Pao

By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

Freshmen forward Bailey Widman and 
midfielder Katie Holder scored early and 
late in the first half for all the goals needed 
in leading the Army’s women’s soccer team 
to a 2-0 blanking of Lafayette in the Patriot 
League season finale for both teams Sunday 
at Oaks Stadium in Easton, Pa. 

Army (8-10-0, 3-4-0 PL) outshot the 
Leopards (4-12-2, 1-6-0 PL) 14-3 with seven 

shots on goal and led 12-3 in corner kicks. 
Sophomore goalkeeper Linda Rosas and 
freshman Jessica McAllister were not called 
upon to make a save in combining for their 
second straight league shutout. 

The Black Knights tied with Bucknell 
and Lehigh for fourth place in the standings 
with identical 3-4-0 records in compiling nine 
points (three for a win), but the Mountain 
Hawks won the tie-breaking procedure for 
the fourth berth. 

Widman scored on her second attempt of 

the game when she beat Lafayette goalkeeper 
Lauren Smedley when her shot hit the inside 
far post off an assist from freshman forward 
Candace Stewart to give Army an early 1-0 
lead at 9:58. 

The goal was Widman’s second of the 
season and first game winner with Stewart 
picking up her second assist. 

In the final minutes of the first half, 
Holder’s header off freshman midfielder 
Courtney Johnson’s corner kick in the 40th 
minute gave the Black Knights a two-goal 

lead which they would not relinquish. 
Army took eight of its 12 corner kicks in 

the first half and had seven shots in each half. 
It was the first goal of the season for Holder 
and Johnson’s first assist. 

Holder and Widman, who took game-high 
honors with three shots, two on goal, each 
had a shot on goal in the second half rejected 
by Smedley. Holder’s attempt was seven 
minutes into the second half and Widman’s 
came in the 77th minute as Smedley finished 
with five saves. 

By Tracy Nelson
Army Athletic Communications

Senior co-captain Ariana Mankus and 
junior outside hitter Margaux Jarka recorded 
12 and 10 kills, respectively, to lead the Army 
volleyball team in a 3-0 (25-22, 25-14, 25-15) 
win at Holy Cross in Patriot League action 
Oct. 27 at the Hart Center in Worcester, Mass. 

Sophomore middle Molly McDonald hit 
for a season-high .636 percentage with eight 
kills and just a single error in one of her most 
standout efforts of the year. 

Senior co-captain Francine Vasquez added 
seven kills from the right side. Sophomore 
setter Mary Vaccaro led all players with 26 
assists and chipped in nine digs. 

Along with holding a 75-51 advantage in 
kills, Army (17-7, 8-2 Patriot League) hit for 
a .271 percentage as a team, including .375 
in the second set. 

The Black Knights held Holy Cross (2-24, 
1-9) to a .084 mark. Junior libero D.J. Phee 
paced Army with 16 digs, while McDonald 
and rookie middle Zoe Kreitenberg added 
four blocks apiece. 

Army opened a 10-4 lead in the opening 
set, as McDonald followed up a kill with a 
block as the back-to-back points gave the 
Black Knights a six-point edge. 

The ensuing four points belonged to 
Holy Cross, as it pulled within 10-8. Army 
proceeded to score eight of the next 10 points, 
including a pair of Vaccaro service aces, to 
take an 18-10 lead. The Black Knights staved 
off a late Crusader rally to take the 
first set, 25-22. 

Army once again jumped out 
to a 10-4 lead in the early stages of 
the second set before Holy Cross 
inched within 14-12 nearing the 
midway point of the frame. The 
Black Knights took over from there, 
outscoring the Crusaders 11-2 down 
the stretch en route to a convincing 
25-14 win. 

Phee put the exclamation point 
on the effort with back-to-back 

service aces for the 24th and 25th points, 
respectively. 

The Black Knights came out of the break 
scoring eight of the first 12 points of the third 
set. Mankus opened the set with consecutive 
kills, while McDonald’s single shot capped 
the 8-4 run. 

After Holy Cross pulled within 15-11 
in the middle third of play, Army tacked on 
five unanswered points via Jarka (two kills), 
McDonald (kill) and Phee (two service aces) 
to surge ahead by a 20-11 margin. The Black 
Knights went on to sweep the match thanks 
to a 25-15 third-set victory. 

The Black Knights will play for a Patriot 
League tournament berth Friday at current 
league-leader Colgate. 

Army looks to avenge a 3-1 loss to the 
Raiders earlier this season in a match set to 
begin a 6 p.m. at Cotterell Court. 


