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Men’s Gymnastics
 West Point Open

7 p.m. Friday and 
7:15 p.m. Saturday 

at Christl Arena.

Class of 2013 celebrates 500th Night
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Five hundred is a celebrated number at West Point 
this time of year for one class in particular. It’s 
the number that marks the time remaining until 

graduation and commissioning as Army officers for cadets in 
the Class of 2013. On Jan. 21, those cadets celebrated their 
500th Night with a formal reception and banquet.

“It’s our night,” Class of 2013 Cadet Ryan Herrmann 
said. “It’s our one night to celebrate as a class … we celebrate 
our unity, our successes and our lessons learned.”

If every cadet experience at West Point is considered a 
learning opportunity, the same can be said about 500th Night. 
Cadets demonstrated the social aspects of wearing a uniform 
as they mingled with senior officers and noncommissioned 
officers, rendering appropriate courtesies while presenting a 
proper military bearing in the formal setting at Eisenhower 
Hall. 

Cadet Hostess Sharyn Amoroso provided the etiquette 
briefing to review protocol for receiving lines, escorting 

duties, introductions and greeting. Cadets learned how to 
deliver formal toasts as well as proper reception and dining 
etiquette. Under the direction of their class advisors, cadets 
were instructed on how to prepare and execute the official 
program from start to finish. 

“All of these skills help to develop them as polished and 
confident officers, in keeping with the mission of developing 
an ‘officer and a gentleman,’ and lady, too,” Amoroso said.

Even the keynote address, delivered this year by Gen. 
Martin E. Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
provided sage words for the cadets to absorb before departing 
for the weekend.

“As  brave as it was for your parents to drop you off here 
on R-Day, your choice to come to West Point speaks of your 
courage too,” Dempsey said. “It speaks of your character and 
your dedication as individuals and now as a class.”

The cadets came of age in a time when terrorism and war 
prevailed and both cynicism and heroism resonated during  
two wars that dominated current events throughout their 
childhood, Dempsey said.

“You arrived to West Point in June of 2009 ready to give 

it your all,” Dempsey said. “That’s what it means to be a 
member of the Class of 2013. In spite of changing attitudes 
and changing missions, you have kept faith with the obligation 
of free men and women to defend the free world. Ready, as 
your class motto says, to defend the dream.”

Class of 2013 Cadet Nick Pyskir, class secretary, said 
Dempsey spoke of trust as the cornerstone of military service.

“He related this theme to our class by emphasizing our 
commitment to the idea that America is both good and worthy 
of our sacrifice,” Pyskir said. “The culmination of his speech 
was a warning that our role models—including the officers 
seated among us—were at the end of their careers. It was 
our turn to serve with distinction, and he reminded us that he 
trusted us with the Army and with the responsibility that we 
have chosen to assume.”

Dempsey assured the cadets they will make a difference 
after leaving West Point.

“Like the Long Gray Line that has gone before you, 
we expect—actually we demand—that you be leaders of 
character for our nation,” Dempsey said. “We expect you to 

See 500TH NIGHT, Page 3

Class weekend gives cadets time to relax, reflect and prepare for road ahead

(Left, above) A formal reception kicked off 500th Night for the Class of 2013 at Eisenhower Hall Jan. 
21. Cadets introduced their invited guests to senior leaders in receiving lines outside the reception 
hall. One floor below, long lines formed as couples awaited to have their pictures taken to capture the 
special weekend for the junior class.



 January 26, 20122 Pointer View  

The Army civilian enterprise newspaper, the Pointer View, is an authorized publication for members of the Department of 
Defense. Contents of the Pointer View are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Depart-
ment of the Army or West Point.

The Pointer View ® is an unofficial publication authorized by AR 360-1. The editorial content of the Pointer View is the respon-
sibility of the West Point Public Affairs Office, Bldg. 600, West Point, New York 10996, (845) 938-2015. 

The Pointer View  is printed weekly  by the Times Herald-Record, a private firm in no way connected with the Department 
of the Army, under exclusive contract with West Point. The Times Herald-Record  is responsible for all commercial advertising.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute endorsement of the products or services ad-
vertised by the U.S. Army or the Times Herald-Record.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, 
use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor 
of the purchaser, user, or patron. 

A confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of equal opportunity by an 
advertiser will result in the refusal to print advertising from that source.

For information, call (845) 341-1100
If you have delivery problems, call 

(845) 343-2181 ext. 3560

40 Mulberry Street, Middletown, NY 10940
recordonline.com

Pointer View  

Lt. Gen. David H. Huntoon, Jr.
Superintendent

Lt. Col. Sherri Reed
Public Affairs Officer

Linda L. Mastin
Command Information Branch Chief,
938-8366

Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor, 938-2015

Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor, 938-2015

Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer, 938-2015

See SUDOKU PUZZLE, Page 11 Website: www.pointerview.com

®

By Jacqueline M. Hames
Army News Service

Among the many freedoms 
Soldiers fight to defend, the 
right to vote is one of the most 
fundamental and officials at the 
Human Resources Command 
want to help the entire Army 
family exercise that privilege.

The HRC, in partnership with 
the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program is working to make the 
voting process easy and accessible 
to Soldiers, their families and 
Department of the Army civilians. 

Lt. Col. Stewart Stephenson, 
chief of the Soldier Programs 
Branch with HRC, emphasized 
the importance of registering, 
updating information and voting 

“Our mission, our charge, 
is informing Soldiers on their 
right to vote,” Stephenson said. 
“Our goal is to (get) everybody 
that wants to vote, whether it’s a 
family member, a DA civilian, 
or a Soldier (and get them to) 
understand they can vote, they 
know how to vote, they are 
afforded the opportunity to do 
that and that they know where to 
go to get assistance.”

There are more than 5,500 
voting assistance officers, from 
company level to installation 
level, to help with the voting 
process, Stephenson said. 

“Every Army installation has 
a voting assistance officer now,” 
he added.

Voting assistance officers are 
there to help Soldiers register 
to vote and cast their vote by 

providing things like voter 
registration forms and informing 
them how best to return the 
ballots, but the responsibility 
to vote ultimately falls on the 
individual, Stephenson explained. 

“You have to register and 
you have to register early, update 
your address when you move and 
vote. You actually have to cast 
that vote,” he said. “The voting 
assistance officers have been 
trained. They can go through and 
help you based on your specific 
location.”

Soldiers can also visit the 
FVAP website at www.fvap.gov 
to register and get information on 
submitting ballots for each state. 

Soldiers who are deployed or 
have moved recently should be 
sure to update their information so 
officials can send them an absentee 
ballot. However, sometimes they 
have to take matters into their 
own hands. 

“If you hit 45 days before the 
general election and you haven’t 
gotten anything from your local 
election official, don’t wait for 
them. There’s a federal absentee 
write-in ballot. Fill that out, send 
it in. They may pass in the mail, 
but you still got your vote in,” 
Stephenson advised.

Absentee ballots can be found 
on the FVAP website as well as 
voting assistance offices at the 
unit level.

The West  Point  vot ing 
assistance officer is Gene 
Hickman, who can be reached at 
938-3722. His office is located in 
the Education Center, Bldg. 683.

The Army wants 
you ... to vote

Commentary
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500TH NIGHT, cont’d from Page 1

Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is accompanied by his wife 
Deanie into the Cadet Mess for the 500th Night banquet for the Class of 2013. Dempsey, 
a Class of 1974 graduate and career armor officer, provided the keynote address. As a 
token of their appreciation for him providing the keynote address, the Class of 2013 cadets  
presented Dempsey with a charitable contribution in his name to the Tragedy Assistance 
Program for Survivors (TAPS).                                                          Photo by Class of 2012 

Cadet aCtivities Update
Pistol Team: West Point defeated The Citadel Jan. 20, with a three-event 

aggregate score of 6,351 to The Citadel’s 5,996. West Point won the Air 
Pistol event with a four-person team score of 2,224 to The Citadel’s 2,154. 
Class of 2012 Cadet Ben Poth and Class of 2013 Cadet Heather Deppe tied 
for high score with both shooting an outstanding 564 out of a possible 600. 

West Point won the Free Pistol event with a four-person team score of 
2,011 to The Citadel’s 1,858. Poth shot the high score with a 528. Class of 
2012 Cadet Jake Shelton was second with a 508. 

West Point won the final event, Standard Pistol, with a four-person team 
score of 2,116 to The Citadel’s 1,984. Shelton had the high score with a 539 
and Poth was second with a 534. Class of 2013 Cadet Michael Cheney shot 
a 531 to finish third.

Institute of Electrical/Electronics Engineers: Four Electrical 
Engineering cadets attended the world’s largest consumer technology trade 
show in Las Vegas Jan. 11-15. The cadets explored the Las Vegas Convention 
Center and got hands-on experience with cutting edge technologies in 
consumer electronics. 

Some of the highlights included Smart Grid devices and integration, a 
55-inch Organic Light Emitting Diode (O-LED) televisions that were only 
4mm thick and televisions/computers with gesture and voice controls. 

Climbing Team: Members of the Climbing Team left Jan. 21 with the 
intent of ice climbing at Hell’s Hole north of West Point. However, due to the 
weather and icy road conditions, the decision was made to instead backtrack 
and climb at Crow’s Nest by Lee Gate. 

After a 40-minute hike up the hill, the team made it to a frozen waterfall 
and proceeded to set up two top ropes. Spending between 3-to-4 hours ice 
climbing proved to be satisfactory and the descent was made back to the 
vehicles. Overall, it was an excellent trip for beginner ice climbers and proved 
to be a valuable experience for all. 

Glee Club: The Glee Club traveled to Newark, N.J., Jan. 22, in support 
of the New Jersey Nets Military Appreciation Night at the Prudential Center. 

The cadets were greeted warmly and were well-integrated into the 
evenings entertainment, which included a military color guard and children 
from nearby Picatinny Arsenal. The national anthem was sung by the members 
of the Glee Club.

Inline Hockey: After some difficult mid-season roster changes, the West 
Point Inline Hockey team kicked off the second half of the regular season 
with a resounding win against Rhode Island, 8-1. 

Following a scoreless first period, Class of 2014 Cadet Jeff Lesmeister 
netted the first goal four minutes into the second. His goal would hold for 
the rest of the period and into the third when Army opened the flood gates 
with a powerplay goal by Class of 2015 Cadet Nick Pappas. The flurry would 
continue as the Black Knights scored seemingly at ease for the remainder 
of the game.

 Lesmeister and Class of 2012 captain Matthew Riopelle would each 
net one in the period, and Pappas and Class of 2014 Cadet Jonathan Roman 
would add two more goals into the back of the net, earning Pappas the hat 
trick and Roman the first star of the game with two goals and two assists. 

Class of 2012 goaltender Tony Day was named the game’s second star 
as he posted a .947 save percentage, giving up only one goal which was 
deflected off an Army defender.

Karate Team: The Karate Team traveled to Atlantic City, N.J., to compete 
in the Action Martial Arts Magazine Championships Jan. 21. Class of 2014 
Cadet Christer Horstman won in the Advanced Forms division and earned 
fourth place in Black Belt Sparring. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Nathan Roberts won in both Beginner Forms and 
Sparring, after defeating his teammate Class of 2015 Cadet Matthew Hewes, 
who earned second place in the same divisions. 

This tournament was a final run of the cadets’ forms and another chance 
to spar with new opponents before competition at U.S. Karate Alliance 
Nationals this March. 

appreciate that leadership is a gift. It is given 
by those who follow and you have to be worthy 
of it. The men and women you are going to be 
responsible for are really the greatest on earth. 
They’re the strength of our nation, and that’s just 
not a phrase. Make sure you’re getting ready to 
lead them. If you’re not, rededicate yourself to that 
effort ... you have 500 days left.”

Pyskir said Dempsey also provided a few 
laughs when he joked about their class grade point 
average and recollected how the cadets ended their 
Cadet Basic Training in a heavy downpour.

Given the day’s snowfall, Dempsey even 
suggested to the superintendent of possibly 
changing the tradition that originated 50 years ago. 

“Based on the weather, I personally think in 
future years we ought to celebrate 400th Night,” 
Dempsey said.

Following the speech, the Class of 2013 
presented Dempsey with a charitable donation in 
his name in the amount of $1,000 to the Tragedy 
Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS). 
Traditionally, honored guests have received 
commemorative plaques and glass-encased sabers 
as gifts. Since Dempsey makes it a policy not 
to receive gifts, the cadets decided to go a non-
traditional route.

“That led us to conclude that we couldn’t find a 
better way to honor Gen. Dempsey’s commitment 
to our country and its men and women in uniform 

than to express our appreciation by making a 
donation to TAPS in his name,” Pyskir said. “We 
hope that our gesture, in accordance with Gen. 
Dempsey’s emphasis on keeping faith with our 
military family, will express our gratitude better 
than a display item could.” 

Pyskir said TAPS provides a comprehensive 
set of services for the families and loved ones of 
servicemembers who have lost their lives, and 
the West Point Class of 2013 Charitable Giving 
Campaign has been established to support that 
organization (www.taps.org).

On the surface, 500th Night seems more a “plus 
one” occasion for cadets, though many couples 
share the weekend in group outings. 

Class president Timothy Berry said cadets 
spend a lot of time planning the perfect weekend 
itinerary prior to scattering throughout the New 
York area. While he was busy as class president 
making 500th Night preparations, Berry was 
grateful for his friends who made most of the 
weekend arrangements.

“This year we decided to get a house in the 
lower west side of Manhattan, have dinner at the 
Harvard Club and spend the night out in New 
York City,” Berry said. “I’m really excited, but 
that is really what this weekend is all about … 
just fellowshipping with friends, which I think 
is essential to making it through West Point in 
general.”
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If you have a story idea to share or a 
story and photos you want considered for 
publication in the Pointer View, contact 
Managing Editor Eric S. Bartelt at 938-
2015 or email at eric.bartelt@usma.edu.

Cadet Ski Patrol 
conducts training

Twenty-seven cadet ski patrollers and candidates traveled to Windham Ski area 
to participate in the 2012 Windham Patroller School. Patrollers and candidates 
spent two days improving their skiing and toboggan handling skills. 
                                                                                         sKi PatRol Photo

Compiled by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Kira Floersheim was selected among 
several local outstanding youths and will 
compete against other Boys and Girls Club 
members for the New York State Youth of 
the Year. 

The selected youth will receive a $1,000 
college scholarship from Tupperware Brands 
Corporation. 

As West Point’s Youth of the Year, 
14-year-old Kira is recognized by the Boys 
and Girls Club for her sound character, 
leadership skills and willingness to give back 
to the community.

The Youth of the Year competition 
encourages club members to reach their full 
potential by achieving academic success, 
leading healthy lifestyles and contributing 
to their communities. Youth of the Year 
honorees are shining examples and living 
proof that great futures start at a Boys and 

Girls Club.
“Kira is a wonderful example to all youth 

who participate in our program,” Maureen 
Harter, Director of the Middle School Teen 
Center, said. “She is caring, respectful, 
responsible, honest and a great role model 
who demonstrates extraordinary character on 
a daily basis when she is at the West Point 
Middle School Teen Center.” 

If Kira is selected at the State competition, 
she will compete for the title of Northeast 
Region Youth of the Year and an additional 
$10,000 scholarship from Tupperware. 

Five regional selectees will advance to 
Washington, D.C., in September to compete 
for the title of BGCA’s National Youth of 
the Year. 

The National Youth of the Year selectee 
will receive an additional scholarship of up 
to $50,000 from the Rick and Susan Goings 
Foundation and will have the opportunity to 
meet with the President of the United States 
at the White House.

WP Youth of the Year 
competes for state title

Kira Floersheim earned Youth of the Year honors at West Point and will compete 
against other Boys and Girls Club members to be recognized as New York State’s 
Youth of the Year.                                                                     CoURtesy Photo 

Pointer ViewPointer View
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By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

During the spring and summer, those walking to their 
vehicles after work never appear to look where they are 
going, but are looking skyward instead. It’s a familiar sight 
when the West Point Sport Parachute Team members are out 
practicing their jumps. What the bystanders are watching are 
cadets swaying around in the sky as they practice jumping 
and aiming for a small target on the Plain. It happens at home 
football games too. Fans look to the sky in anticipation of 
a cadet skydiver delivering the game ball to the referee on 
the Michie Stadium fi eld. 

The West Point Sport Parachute Team has a grueling 
six-day a week practice schedule that includes performance 
and profi ciency jumping from an aircraft at least 3,000 feet 
in the air. 

The Black Knights practice throughout the year jumping 
onto the Plain, Lake Frederick or Camp Buckner in the spring 
and summer. In the winter, they look for a chance to jump 
in warmer climates. 

Other  than jumping for  the “wow” factor  in 
demonstrations, the team also competes; most recently 
during Christmas break. The team left for Arizona Dec. 
18 to compete in the U.S. Parachute Association National 
Collegiate Parachuting Championship held in Skydive, Ariz. 

The Black Knights competed against roughly 100 
experienced sport skydivers from colleges around the 
nation including the Air Force and Naval Academies. The 
competition ran from Dec. 29-Jan.1. 

The Black Knight team arrived early enough to get in as 
much practice as they could in jumping outdoors and in an 
indoor wind tunnel. It was well worth it because the Black 
Knights earned 12 medals, including two gold back to West 
Point, as well as setting a number of USPA and Arizona 
state records.

Last year, the team brought home 27 medals, seven gold, 
eight silver and 12 bronze. 

Cadet sport parachutists train for precision
Bringing the ‘Wow’ from above

The competition requires four different 
disciplines in parachuting: formation skydiving, 
vertical formation skydiving, sport accuracy and 
classic accuracy. In accuracy competitions, jumpers 
exit an aircraft more than 3,000 feet in the air and 
must steer their parachute to land on a spot that is 
roughly the size of a quarter.

 Formation skydiving consists of performing a 
series of fi ve to seven formations in a group. Vertical 
formation skydiving is building a formation during 
a free-fall with several people holding on to each 
other’s limbs or grippers built into the jumpsuits. 

Sport accuracy requires jumpers exiting the 
aircraft and hitting the bull’s-eye while they glide 
across the ground at a high rate of speed.

Class of 2013 Cadet Kurt Yeager received a gold 
medal in the classic accuracy event as well as setting  
national and state collegiate skydiving records with 
a 0.17m total score over four rounds. The physics 
major has made 250 jumps as of the time of the 
competition. 

“I was always thinking about jumping when in 
high school,” Yeager said. “But I never tried it.” 

Yeager said he was never scared, but was just 
anxious to get out of the plane. 

“The scariest part for me was watching others,” 
he said. “But I learned to focus on jumping or 
competing.”

Class of 2012 Cadet Brett Jack also won a gold 
medal in the open-class sport accuracy competition. 
Jack has made 600 skydives and is majoring in 
psychology. 

“I thought it was a little unnerving watching 
people jump (the fi rst time),” Jack said. “But I found 
out about skydiving in high school and came to West 
Point with the intention of skydiving.”

Jack said he did have a scary moment during one 
jump when his main chute wouldn’t open.

When the Parachute Team is not performing at various 
events such as Army Football games, the cadets are earning 
recognition at competitions.                                 CoURtesy Photo 

See PARACHUTE, Page 6
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Tell us what you think about your 
installation newspaper by participating 
in a short survey. We’d like to learn 
more about your preference of media, 
whether that be newspapers, magazine 
or online resources. The feedback 
will help the West Point Public Affairs 
Office improve its manner of providing 
the community with 
premier customer 
service. The survey 
is available at the 
add re s s  above.
Al l  answers are 
confidential.

Class of 2013 Cadet Kurt Yeager hits the 
mark during a recent competition.               
                                         CoURtesy Photo

ht tps : / /www.su rveymonkey.com/s /
WestPointPointerViewNewspaper

“I was mostly scared after 
the fact,” he said. “I just felt 
that the chute wasn’t working 
so I just used the cut-a-way, 
(disconnecting the main chute) 
and used the reserve.”

The Black Knights’ coach 
Tom Falzone, a world record 
holder, champion skydiver and a 
former honorary member of the 
U.S. Army  Golden Knights said 
that intense training is needed in 
skydiving for safety and accuracy.

“We screen cadets rigorously 
when they want to join the Black 
Knights,” Falzone said. “We put 
them through physical tests such 
as running with a ruck sack and 
observe how well they work 
together. We put them in groups of 
10 or 12 and give them challenges. 
It’s a tough sport and there is no 
hazing (or teasing). Once you are 
part of the team, you are part of 
the family.”

Falzone said the ones who 
make it, which is roughly 10 
percent of those who sign up, 

fi rst train by jumping in tandem, 
where there is an experienced 
jumper or instructor jumping with 
the novice.  

“This happens three times,” he 
said. “The second and third time 
the novice is asked to do some 
things himself. When he jumps 
on his own, he has a radio and is 
in constant touch with a coach or 
instructor talking him through it.”

“It’s a huge sacrifice,” he 
added. “We practice almost every 
day and every holiday except for 
Thanksgiving. However, there is 
a lot of family support because 
many will come here or wherever 
we are to watch them at work. 
I am extremely proud of the 
cadets especially with what we 
ask them to do academically and 
physically.”

It also helps that Falzone is 
passionate about his sport. 

“I have no distractions and 
skydiving is my passion and what 
I live for. It allows me to immerse 
(myself into my sport),” he said.

Office improve its manner of providing 
the community with 
premier customer 
service. The survey 
is available at the 
add re s s  above.
Al l  answers are 



 January 26, 20128 Pointer View  News and Features

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

It’s not American Idol, but it came close. Sixteen 
community youths shared their talents with an audience of 
their peers and parents Jan. 20 during a talent show at the 
West Point Middle School and Teen Center. 

Jake Burgess and Lucas Sanchez are two passionate soccer 
fans who play on separate soccer teams. They decided to 
demonstrate their soccer prowess at the talent show, such as 
keeping the ball going as long as they could with their heads 
or flattening themselves on the floor mat to kick the ball. 
Sometimes it worked; sometimes it didn’t, but judging from 
the applause they were entertaining nonetheless.

Then there were the “Three Graces.” Grace Phillips, Grace 
Neary and Grace Glen who sang “Amazing Grace.” 

“We as a trio practiced together for about two weeks,” 
Neary said. “But we actually put this together in three days. 
I’m really looking forward to it. I’ve been singing for a long 
time and sometimes sing at the Cadet Chapel.”

Neary said she wants to be a singer and plans to continue 
to work toward that goal. Holly Hamner played the oboe.

“I’ve been playing the oboe for three years,” Hamner said. 
“I’m the only oboe player in the school district.” 

Hamner once played the clarinet but prefers the oboe.
“The reed is different and so is the fingering,” she said. 

“But I like it anyway.”
Lindsey Shannon and friend Lexi West used their own 

Community youths entertain at Talent Show
arrangement to Lady Gaga’s “You and I.”

“We actually worked on the arrangement a month ago,” 
Shannon said. “But we decided to use it for the talent show 
because we couldn’t come up with anything else. So we used 
our own arrangement by using different pieces from the song 
and adding harmony.”

First place was awarded to a band with Mike Turner, Chase 
Prarie, Liam Mery, Lexi and Steve West. Second place went 
to “The Three Graces” and third place went to Kiyah Nueos 
who played the piano and sang. The winners were awarded 
gift cards courtesy of Balfour Beatty Communities.

(Left) Lindsey Shannon and Lexi West sing their own 
arrangement of Lady Gaga’s “You and I” at the Talent 
Show. (Above) Jake Burgess (red shirt) and Lucas 
Sanchez showcase their soccer skills.
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If you have a story idea to share 
or a story and photos you want 
considered for publication in the 
Pointer View, contact Managing 
Editor Eric S. Bartelt at 938-2015 or 
email at eric.bartelt@usma.edu.

The Yuengling Beer Dinner at the Club
Enjoy a four-course pairing meal with live 

entertainment from 6-9 p.m. Friday during the 
Yuengling Beer Dinner.

The meal includes beer, potato cheddar 
soup, warm wild mushroom salad with black 
truffle vinaigrette, beer braised roulade, warm 
German potato salad, winter squash and shoo 
fly pie with white chocolate ice cream covered 
in dark beer glace. 

The Lee CDC will be open for Parent’s 
Night Out. 

For more information, call 938-5120.

CYSS Parent’s Night Out
CYSS is hosting a “Parent’s Night Out” 

Friday and Feb. 10. Drop off your children at 
Stony CDC from 6-11 p.m. and enjoy some 
time for yourself. 

A small fee applies. Children must be 
registered with CYSS and be 6 weeks-10 
years old to participate. 

Reservations are required no later than 
Feb. 3 for the Feb. 10 date. 

For more information, call 938-3921.

Community Skate Program Hours 
The Family and Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation’s Community Skate Program  
hours of operation is 3:30-5 p.m. Sunday. 

Admission is free, but patrons must 
provide their own skates.

For updates or changes to the schedule, 
call 938-2991.

Community Swim Program Hours
The Family and Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation’s Community Swim Program  
hours of operation for January are noon-1:30 
p.m. Monday-Saturday and 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Monday and Wednesday.

For updates or changes to the January 
schedule, call the information tape at 938-
2985. 

Arts & Crafts Winter Class Schedule
Arts & Crafts classes for adults will be 

held from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Thursdays. The 
upcoming classes include: 

• Paint your own Valentine pottery gift—
today;

• Stained glass class, Valentine heart 
decoration—Feb. 2;

• Ceramic painting class, border painting 
technique—Feb. 9;

• Ceramic class, design your own mug—
Feb. 23.

Arts & Crafts classes for families with 
children will be held from 10 a.m.-noon 
Saturdays. The upcoming classes include: 

• Paint your own Valentine pottery gift—
Saturday;

• Family story time ceramic class, “Good 
night moon”—Feb. 11;

• Ceramic class, design your own mug—
Feb. 25.

There is a minimal fee for the classes. 
For more information and to register, call 

938-4812.

ACS Mobilization and Deployment class
The ACS Mobilization and Deployment 

branch is hosting Learn Master Resiliency 
Training. 

The training is offered because it takes 
more than an apple a day to keep the doctor 
away. 

The training is scheduled from noon-
12:50 p.m. Friday and Feb. 29. 

Learn how to enhance your resilience, 
effectiveness and well-being by attending. 

For more information and to register, call 
938-5654.

Valentine’s Day Dinner and Dance
Enjoy a romantic dinner with dancing 

during the Valentine’s Day Dinner and Dance 
in the West Point Club’s Grand Ballroom 
from 5:30-10 p.m. Feb.14. 

For a complete menu and pricing, visit 
www.westpointmwr.com/club. 

Reservations are required by Feb. 10. 
For more information, call 938-5120.

Life EDGE! “A Little Class of Etiquette” 
Be prepared for the upcoming CYSS 

Father and Daughter Dance. Life EDGE! 
offers etiquette classes for a fee for grades 
K-5 every Tuesday through Feb. 21 at the 
Lee Area CDC. 

For more information and to enroll, 
contact Parent Central at 938-4458/0939.

Polar Fest
Polar Fest will be noon-7 p.m. Feb. 25 at 

the West Point Ski Slope.  
Enjoy a day of outdoor fun with a 

barbecue, live band, eating contest, snow 
twister, arts & crafts, kid’s activities and 
much more. 

Pre-registration begins Feb. 1 at the Ski 
Sales Office.  

For details, call 938-8810.

Bride’s Brunch at the West Point Club
Bride’s Brunch will be held from noon-3 

p.m. Feb. 26 in the Club’s Grand Ballroom. 
Enjoy a sampling of menu selections from 

our bridal packages. 
Meet with local vendors including bakeries, 

florists, photographers, cosmetologists and 
entertainers. 

Free admission for brides with wedding 
receptions booked with the Club. 

There is a nominal fee for guests. 
For more information, call 938-5120.

CYSS Gettysburg Study Group
The CYSS Gettysburg Study Group club 

will meet from 3-4 p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Middle School Teen Center, Bldg. 500.

Learn about the Civil War and the Battle 
of Gettysburg. 

The group is limited to youths in grades 
8-10.

To register for this club, call 938-3727.

School Zone extended
For added community safety, the 15 mph 

school zone has been extended to Quarters 
336.  

The school zone now runs from Keller 
Army Community Hospital to Quarters 336 
on Washington Road. Please use caution.

Parent Buddy Training Class
ACS’ Exceptional Family Member 

Program is offering a Parent Buddy Training 
class from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Feb. 14. 

The classare held at ACS, Bldg. 622.
Registration is required. 
For more information, call 938-5655.

CYSS Sports and Fitness Spring 
Sports registration 

CYSS Sports and Fitness Spring Sports 
registration begins Feb. 1 for military families 
and March 1 for civilian families at Parent 
Central.  

Registration will conclude for all on 
March 16. 

Waiting lists may be formed at any time, 
so parents are encouraged to register early. 

For more information, contact the Youth 
Sports office at 938-3550/8896.

Adaptive Ski and Snowboard Program
The West Point Ski Slope office is 

expanding the Adaptive Ski and Snowboard 
Program for those who require adaptive 
equipment and education. 

The fee for this program includes a lift 
ticket, all equipment and four 1 1/2-hour 
lessons. 

Times are to be announced. 
For more information, call 938-4637.

Want to serve as an AFAP delegate?
As an AFAP delegate you will review 

issues submitted for the Army Family Action 

Plan conference Feb. 22-24.
AFAP is open to all West Point community 

Soldiers, retirees, their family members, DOD 
civilians and youth. 

Applications must be submitted by Friday. 
For more information, call 938-3655 or 

westpointmwr.com/afap.

Big game celebration at West Point
Celebrate the big game Feb. 5 at the West 

Point Club. Cash bar opens at 5:25 p.m., one 
hour before kickoff.

For more information, call 938-5120.

Preparing Today and Insuring Tomorrow
A seminar titled, “Preparing Today and 

Insuring Tomorrow,” will be presented by 
ACS’ Exceptional Family Member Program 
from 6-8 p.m. Feb. 2 at ACS, Bldg. 622. 

Learn why it is important to plan your 
child’s future through guardianship and 
special needs trusts. 

Reservations are requested by Friday. 
To register, call 938-5655 or email 

Josephine.toohey@us.army.mil.

SAC Night at Lee CDC
Come join the fun at the Lee Area Child 

Development Center for SAC Night from 
6:30-9:30 p.m. Feb. 3. 

The theme is “Pajamas and a Movie,” so 
come ready to have some fun in your PJ’s.  

Activities include playing Freeze Dance, 
4 Corners Game, Art/Word Search puzzles 
and making healthy trail mix.   

The evening will conclude with the 
children watching a movie.  

This event is open to students in grades 
1-5 and a nominal cost. Reservations are 
required.  

To make reservations, call 938-0941.

Winter Madness Framing sale
Arts & Crafts Shop is having a framing 

sale now through April 30. 
The craft shop is located at Bldg. 648 

(behind the post office). 
For more information, call 938-4812.

Arts & Crafts West Point now offers 
repair services

The Arts & Crafts Shop now offers a new 
service to the West Point community. 

The following services include minor 
furniture repair, upholstery repair, minor 
artwork repair to canvas and picture frames. 

All work is done on the premises. 
For more information, call 938-4812.

At Your Leisure
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DUSA Continuing Education Grant applications
Society of the Daughters of the U.S. Army Continuing 

Education Grant applications are now available at the DUSA 
Gift Shop located inside the West Point Museum, 2110 South 
Post Road. 

Grant applications are available to 2011-12 DUSA 
members (must be a member by Sept. 30, 2011) and completed 
applications are due by Feb. 3. 

DUSA grants
Daughters of the U.S. Army Community Welfare Grant 

applications are now available at the West Point Museum Gift 
Shop. Applications must be postmarked by Feb. 15.  

For more information, contact DUSAgrants@gmail.com.   

Viva Las Vegas
The West Point Women’s Club’s annual fundraiser, Viva 

Las Vegas, is scheduled for 6-11 p.m. Feb. 24 at the Thayer 
Hotel. Presale tickets are now available. There is an entrance 
fee for the poker tournament. 

The presale comes with an opportunity ticket for a 
two-night stay with airfare to Las Vegas, a complimentary 
champagne toast and a light appetizer bar. 

Tickets the night of the event costs a little more and come 
without a raffle ticket. 

T i c k e t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  o n 
westpointwomensclub@shutterfly.com. 

For more information, email westpointwomensclub@
gmail.com.

Desert Storm Veterans’ Association Reunion
The VII Corps Desert Storm Veterans’ Association 

announced their 21st Reunion is scheduled for Feb. 25 at the 
Fort Myer Officers’ Club, Fort Myer, Va.  

For more information, call Hoa McNabb at 800-506-2672 
or email VIICorpsDSVA@aol.com.

WPWC 2012 Scholarship Applications available
Applications for the 2012 West Point Womens’ Club 

scholarships are available  now at www.westpointwomensclub.
shutterfly.com.

They must be received or postmarked by March 2. 
For questions, contact Bernadette Champine at 

bernwilder@hotmail.com or 978-930-5155.

Army Education Center
John Jay College Master of Public Administration 

Program at West Point is now accepting new students for the 
Spring II Session.

The deadline is March 15.
For more information, contact Gwenn Wallace, JJC onsite 

administrator, at 446-5959 or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com.

DUSA Scholarship applications available
Society of the Daughters of the U.S. Army Scholarship  

applications are now available at the guidance offices of James 
I. O’Neill High School, Cornwall High School and Monroe-
Woodbury High School.  

Applicants  must be a graduating high school senior and 
the son or daughter of an active, retired or deceased U.S. 
military servicemember whose family resides at West Point 
(or within a 35-mile radius) at the time the scholarship is 
awarded.  Completed applications are due by March 23.

West Point Diving Club
The West Point Diving Club is offering learn-to-dive 

lessons at Crandall Pool in the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. All ages and experience levels are 
welcome. 

The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 
Lessons are offered from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday and from 11 a.m.-noon Saturday. 
There are also noon-1 p.m. and 1-2 p.m. Saturday lessons 
when available. 

For more information, contact diving coach Ron Kontura 
at ron.kontura@usma.edu or 938-4207.

SAMC meetings
Noncommissioned officers interested in becoming a 

member of the West Point Sgt. Audie Murphy Club are urged 
to join SAMC members for study groups at 5 p.m. Thursdays 
at Nininger Hall. 

For those who are interested in joining the SAMC, 
meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month at 4 p.m. 
in the Red Reeder Room in Washington Hall.

For more information, call Master Sgt. Joseph Willis at 
938-7082.

Free Computer Training 
The Information, Education and Technology Division is 

offering free computer courses. 
The courses include Microsoft Office 2007 software such 

as Outlook,Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access and SharePoint 
2010. 

Other courses offered are Computer Hardware and 
Software Orientation and a Keyboard Typing Skills Lab.  

Courses are given in Jefferson Hall, fourth floor, Room 
414 (IETD Classroom) through July 27.

Courses are open to cadets, USMAPS cadet candidates 
and computer users from any USMA activity.

For more information, call Thomas Gorman at 938-1186 
or send an email to Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

For course dates, go to the IETD Course Calendar at 
http://usma-portal/dean/staff/ietd/training/Pages/default.
aspx.

Gift Shop hours change
The West Point Association of Graduates Gift Shop has 

changed its hours to 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
The gift shop is located in Herbert Hall, 698 Mills Road.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
 PWOC offers an “evening” Bible study on the book of 

James is being offered from 7-9 p.m. Thursdays. 

No childcare will be provided for evening studies. 
For more information, contact Amy Griffin at ascgriffin@

gmail.com.

BBC Foundation scholarship applications
Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation is accepting 

scholarship applications from high school and undergraduate 
students of West Point’s family housing residents for the 
2012-13 academic year. 

To apply for these scholarships, go to the Foundation’s 
website, bbcommunitiesfoundation.org, and print out, 
complete and submit the application and all required materials 
to Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation at 10 Campus 
Boulevard, Newtown Square, PA 19073. 

Applications must be received by April 15. 

Mine Torne Road closure
Mine Torne Road will be closed from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Saturday for military training.  
For more information, contact Alec M. Lazore at 938-

3007.

Tax Center opens
A ribbon cutting ceremony takes place at 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday to kickoff the opening of the Tax Center in Bldg. 626. 
The Tax Center will operate until April 17. The Tax Center 

will see clients on an appointment basis from 8:30 a.m.-noon 
and 1:15-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The West Point Tax Center is free of charge and available 
to cadets, active duty servicemembers and their families, 
military retirees and National Guard and reservists who 
served more than 30 consecutive days on active duty during 
the calendar year.

Taxpayers will need the following documents:
• W-2’s for all salary income earned;
• 1099-INT for all interest received on investments and 

bank accounts;
• 1099-DIV for dividends received on stocks;
• 1099-B for gains from the sale of stocks;
• A cancelled check with bank account number and routing 

number to enable direct deposit;
• Identification and social security cards for all individuals 

claimed on the return.
To schedule an appointment, call 938-5920.

Basketball clinic
The James I. O’Neill High School Athletic Department is 

hosting a basketball clinic for girls and boys ages 5-13 every 
Saturday in March. The clinic will be located at the Highland 
Falls Intermediate School.

There is a fee to register for all four weeks and it includes 
a Raiders Basketball T-shirt. 

Registration ends Feb. 10. Schedules will be mailed out 
after that date.

For more information, contact Cathryn Biordi at cbiordi@
hffmcsd.org or Chester Grant at cgrant@hffmcsd.org. 

Second Infantry Division Reunion
The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is 

searching for anyone who has ever served in the 2nd Infantry 
Division at any time. 

For information about the national association and 
its  annual reunion in Reno, Nev., from Aug. 23-27, visit 
www.2ida.org or contact the association’s secretary-treasurer, 
Bob Haynes, at 2idahq@comcast.net  or call 224-225-1202. 

At Your Leisure
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SHARP
24/7 Sexual Assault Response Coordinators 
• Shelley Ariosto, Garrison: 914-382-8041;
• Maj. Missy Rosol, USCC: 845-401-3476;
• Lt. Col. Linda Emerson, Diversity Officer: 
   845-590-1249;
• Dr. Stephanie Marsh, USMAPS: 845-938-1950. 

Support or More Information
• DoD SafeHelpline: 877-995-5247;
• www.safehelpline.org. 

24/7 Victim Advocacy
• Dan Toohey, Installation: 914-382-8180;
• Lt. Col. Ed Supplee, Center for Personal 
   Development: 845-591-7215;
• On-call Behavioral Health: 845-938-4004;
• Duty Chaplain: 845-401-8171.

 Response Team

Jan. 26-Feb. 2
Command Channel 8/23

(Broadcast times)
Army Newswatch 

Today, Friday and Monday through Feb. 2
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The Point
Today, Friday and Monday through Feb. 2

8 a.m., 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Friday—The Muppets, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Happy Feet 2, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Sherlock Holmes: A Game of 
    Shadows, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
THE THEATER SCHEDULE ALSO CAN BE FOUND AT  

WWW.shoPmyeXChanGe.Com

  noW shoWinG
in the movie theater at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752

Welcome! We’re delighted to introduce to you the new 
Keller Corner, a place for U.S. Military Academy cadets, 
Soldiers, retirees, the Warrior Transition Unit, military 
families/friends and West Point community members to get 
the latest news and information weekly concerning Keller 
Army Community Hospital. HOOAH! Go, Crimson Knights!

Free Developmental/Hearing Screenings
Not all children develop the same way, some need extra 

help.  
If you have concerns with your child’s communication 

skills, motor skills, self-help skills, learning, behavior, 
and/or social interactions, please join KACH at our free 
developmental/hearing screenings.   

The screenings will be conducted from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Feb. 7 at the Lee CDC (140 Buckner Loop) in conjunction 
with Audiology, EDIS and West Point School for ages birth 
to 5 years old.  

Screenings are by appointment only, so call at 938-
2698/6868 to schedule. 

KACH outpatient clinic closures
All outpatient clinics, laboratory, pharmacy and radiology 

will be closed Feb. 20 for Presidents Day.  
The emergency room will remain open.

January is Cervical Health Awareness Month 
Keller offi cials want to remind the entire West Point 

community that cervical health is a critical issue. 
Each year in the United States, approximately 12,000 

women are diagnosed with cervical cancer, and more than 
4,000 lives are lost as a result. 

Keller Corner

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities
• Valentine’s Essay Contest—Men, tell us all about 

a romantic gesture gone wrong.  
Email your story to jgellman@bbcgrp.com  or drop it 

off at 132 Bartlett Loop before Feb. 13. 
The story could have happened on Valentine’s Day, 

fi rst date and/or the wedding proposal. One lucky winner 
will win a relaxing half hour Swedish massage by Wellness 

Take the fi rst step in reducing the risk of cervical cancer by 
making an appointment with our OB/GYN department today. 

For more information about cervical health, visit 
www.nccc-online.org/awareness.html. To schedule an 
appointment, contact the Keller appointment line at 845-
938-7992.

Health Tip of the Week
Serious health problems can result from prolonged 

exposure to the cold. 
The most common cold-related problems are hypothermia 

and frostbite. 
It is important during the winter months to be aware of 

these issues and especially how to prevent them.
Hypothermia
• When exposed to cold temperatures, your body begins 

to lose heat faster than it can be produced;
• Low body temperature may make you unable to think 

clearly or move well; 
• You may not know you are experiencing hypothermia;
• If your temperature is below 95 degrees, the situation 

is an emergency. Please seek medical attention immediately. 
Frostbite
• Frostbite is an injury to the body that is caused by 

freezing;
• Frostbite causes a loss of feeling and color in the nose, 

ears, cheeks, chin, fi ngers or toes; 
• Seek medical care if you think you have frostbite. 

See SUDOKU SOLUTION, Page 2

At Your Leisure

Springs Massage at the FMWR Fitness Center.

• Ground Hog Day Story Time and Crafts —Join 
us for a story and a craft for Ground Hog Day Feb. 2. This 
is a time for you and your children to come out and make  
a cute craft, play bingo and meet new friends. 

This event is scheduled at Lee CDC from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. 

To register, call Jodi Gellman at 845-446-6407.

• The West Point Community Spring Yard Sale 
is April 14.
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Senior Jonathan Hoey will compete on the pommel horse Friday and Saturday 
at the West Point Open with a chance to win back-to-back titles.
              tommy GilliGan/West Point Pao

Army and Community Sports

Q  AAn athlete’s perspective ... 
    Jonathan Hoey

&

Hoey has chance to win back-to-back 
titles on pommel horse at West Point Open
By Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor

Senior Jonathan Hoey’s gymnastics career 
started with a birthday party and a goodie 
bag. As a seven-year-old, he was invited to a 
friend’s party at a local gym in California and 
received a goodie bag that contained a trial 
lesson for gymnastics.

“As fate would have it, the class I was put 
in was taught by the boys’ (gymnastics) team 
coach,” Hoey said. “After doing that class, 
the coach thought I had some potential and 
invited me on the boys’ team and the rest was 
history. I guess if I hadn’t gone to that birthday 
party back then, this might be a little different 
… but I’m glad it turned out this way.”

Fate allowed the young child from 
Diamond Bar, Calif., to go on to win the 
pommel horse discipline at the West Point 
Open last year, just the third Army gymnast 
to claim that Open event and the first since 
1995. Now, Hoey is looking to win back-
to-back titles at this year’s West Point Open 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday and 7:15 p.m. 
Saturday at Christl Arena.

Hoey sat down with the Pointer View 
and among the things he spoke about was his 
performance in the first meet at Penn State, 
winning at the West Point Open, being this 
year’s team captain and what gymnastics has 
done for his life.

Pointer View: The team’s season got 
under way Jan. 14 against Penn State, you 
earned the highest team score in the high bar 
… talk about that performance?

Jonathan Hoey: “The high bar felt 
really good for me. We stumbled a bit at the 
beginning on the floor exercise, so finishing 
up strong was the focus for us at that point. I 
knew going up first on high bar I could set the 
tone for the rest of the routines, so I wanted 
to make sure I was really confident in my set 
and confident in myself. 

“I was able to swing a good set, hit all 
my positions cleanly and let the team know 
that we were OK and we were still in it and, 
with the high bar, we could hit our routines 
the way we do every day.”   

PV: You fell during the pommel horse 
routine at Penn State, which is highly unusual 
for you … thoughts about that and how did 
you overcome the fall?

JH: “I was a little disappointed in myself. 

It was a mistake I don’t normally make. I fell 
on the first skill of my routine and, at this 
point, I’ve already done so many routines and 
I’ve done that skill for a number of years. It 
was a mistake I don’t make often—my hand 
slipped—so I’m a little disappointed in that.

“However, I was able to collect myself 
and realized that I had an opportunity to set 
the example for the rest of the team, especially 
since we have a lot of freshmen in the lineup. 
With us relying on our freshmen class this 
year, I wanted to show that even when you 
make a mistake you still need to be composed 
and finish the routine as best as you can. I 
took a couple of seconds to feel bad that I had 
missed that skill, but knew I had to step up 
and finish the routine as best as I could and I 
did that pretty well.”

PV: For the first meet of the season, what 
was your overall satisfaction level of your 
performance?

JH: “To be able to finish out strong was 
good, but even more than that was seeing 
the team rally back and not let a subpar floor 
performance snowball on us. 

“To be able to finish out that meet strong 
and post one of the highest scores for a season 
opener since I’ve been here, I was really proud 
at the way the guys stayed composed and the 
way the team pull together and were able to 
post a 321.6 score.”

PV: This weekend is the West Point Open 
and you captured the pommel horse title last 
year … how excited are you to participate 
in this meet and try to capture back-to-back 
titles?

JH: “I’m extremely fortunate to even 
have the opportunity to go in and be defending 
a title at the West Point Open. I’ve always 
performed relatively well at the Open and I 
know it’s a really big meet and it means a lot 
to the program and team. 

“I’m really excited about getting the 
opportunity to go and swing horse with many 
of the best guys in the nation. From a team 
standpoint, our team has so much potential 
and, I would argue, much more than the teams 
I’ve been a part of these past three years. 

“Last year, we finished third as a team 
and that was a great meet for us, one of the 
highlights of last season. So I’m interested in 
this core group as well as the addition of our 
freshmen and seeing how much better we can 
do. I think I’m right in saying that the Penn 

State score was higher than what we scored 
at the Open last year (320.0) and that was one 
of our big meets of the year. 

“I’m excited to see what this group is 
able to do.”

PV: Winning that pommel horse title at the 
West Point Open, take me through winning it 
and how that experience felt?

JH: “It was one of those rare great days 
that you have on pommels and for it to fall on 
the day of the competition was really special. 
Warming up that second day (in the finals), I 
felt really calm which was nice. Everything 
felt like it slowed down a little bit during the 
routine, one of those times I felt really in the 
zone where I wasn’t seeing a lot of what was 
going on outside with the crowd, the judges, 
the coaches or other competitors—it just felt 
like me and the horse. 

“To be honest, I was just hoping I could 
place. I didn’t think that I was going to win 
the meet, but when I did that was special. My 
folks were up here for that meet too, so it was 
definitely something I won’t forget.”

PV: You are one of three Army gymnasts 
ever to win, first since 1995, the pommel horse 
title at the Open … so how special is that to 
you to be one of the less than handful to win 
from West Point?

JH: “It’s extremely special. I’m in the 
company now of a lot of ECAC champions, 
some All-Americans and really great gymnasts 
who have come through our program. I’m 
happy to be able to leave my mark and add to 
the history of our program and be in the same 
sentence as some of those guys. 

“I’m just very fortunate that I had that 
See HOEY Q&A, Page 13
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Army agrees to scheduling change with Boston College

opportunity and was able to swing the 
pommel horse the way I did at the Open last 
year.”

PV: With all the bumps and bruises 
accrued, all the practice time exerted … to 
see it all culminate in a victory, how was 
that feeling?

JH: “Once I saw the last score flashing 
and realized that I won, it was a validation 
of all the hard work that I put in, not just the 
preseason but the two years leading up to that. 
Since I joined the program, we’ve had to go 
through so much adversity, a lot of challenges, 
both in gymnastics and here at West Point, 
and to be able to see the culmination of that 
hard work and to have my parents there that 
was special for me.”

PV: As this year’s team captain, talk about 
having that responsibility and what it means 
to be the leader of this squad?

JH: “It’s a huge honor for me. At the end 
of each season, we’ll have a team banquet 
and we’ll vote on a number of awards … and 
then who we want as team captain. To have 
my team unanimously vote for me this year 
was amazing. 

“I was amazed that I had the trust or 
respect from all of them to decide to put me in 

the captain’s position this year. They’ve been 
great, in terms of supporting me, throughout 
the preseason and into the season, and letting 
me make my mistakes and figure out the 
responsibilities that come with this position. 

“It’s been great and I wouldn’t trade this 
experience for anything in the world.”

PV: What has gymnastics meant in your 
life?

JH: “I’m very grateful to the sport and 
fortunate for all the opportunities it’s given 
me, not only getting here to West Point but 
allowing me the opportunity to be involved 
with a program as solid as this one. 

“Gymnastics is a sport that has taught 
me the values of focus, dedication and 
determination especially early in the morning 
when my body is hurting and I don’t want 
to get into the gym. However, I find that 
motivation to push through those times where 
it may not be the easiest, but it prepares you 
for qualifying for nationals or winning the 
West Point Open, and those are the kind of 
moments that validate those things. 

“It is about perseverance. Gymnastics is 
not your average sport; we train year round 
for these 60 seconds in maybe a handful of 
meets a year.”

HOEY Q&A, cont’d from Page 12 Q  A A coach’s perspective ...&  Doug Van Everen
PV: What does Jonathan Hoey bring to the team in the pommel horse and high bar 

disciplines?
DVE: “Jon has been a great performer since he’s got here. First of all, he’s a great kid 

who works hard and he’s been very consistent through the whole time he’s been here. 
He was a shoo-in for being our team captain because he’s so well respected and does a 
great job.

“He’s one of these kids who leads by example, doesn’t ask for any favors or anything 
special, he just goes about his business. The cool thing about having a captain like that 
is the impact it has on all the other kids, that’s huge especially with all the freshmen we 
have because they look up to him and see him taking care of business—taking care of 
his training and taking care of all the stuff that has to happen.”

PV: Hoey’s victory last year at the West Point Open, thoughts about his performance?
DVE: “One of the things that is different about Jon and the way he does the event is 

other guys are doing circles and most of the kids around the country their circles are a little 
bit skewed and it’s rare to see someone who is completely straight—Jon is totally straight. 

“If you put him with Garrek (Hojan-Clark) and they both hit, Jon would be right up 
there with him because Garrek has a little more difficulty in his routine but Jon has a 
better swing and better body line. When the judges see that they can immediately pull that 
out and go ‘wow, this kid’s swinging great,’ so it’s a matter of having enough difficulty 
so he can actually arrive to the top. Our goal with him is to get him to the finals of the 
NCAAs, there’s no doubt about it.

“If he could keep moving forward and getting stronger as the season progresses, 
he’ll be in a position to add more difficulty and get his start value up closer to 16 and, 
by doing so, if he swings the way he does it’ll separate him significantly from the others 
and he’ll do well.”  

By Brian Gunning
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Athletic Association and Boston 
College have announced an agreement to 
exchange home dates for their scheduled 
meetings in 2012 and 2013. 

The Eagles will now visit Michie Stadium  
Oct. 6, 2012 with the Black Knights traveling 
to Chestnut Hill, Mass., Oct. 5, 2013. 

The Black Knights will have seven games 
at West Point in 2012. 

Army also hosts Northern Illinois (Sept. 
15), Stony Brook (Sept. 29), Kent State (Oct. 
13), Ball State (Oct. 27), Air Force (Nov. 3) 
and Temple (Nov. 17). 

Army has not played seven games at Michie 
Stadium since the 1994 season. 

“With the latest round of conference 
realignment and the additions to the Atlantic 
Coast Conference, we felt it was in the best 
interests of both programs to make this 
schedule change,” Army Director of Athletics 
Boo Corrigan said. “We couldn’t be more 
pleased to add Boston College to our already 
exciting home schedule next year.”

Army and Boston College have met 36 
times since 1917. 

The last meeting came during the 2007 
season in Chestnut Hill. The Eagles’ last trip 
to West Point was in 2000. 
Junior quarterback Trent Steelman (#8) 
and his Army teammates will face Boston 
College at Michie Stadium this season in 
a change of schedules during 2012 and 
2013. Army travels to Boston College in 
2013.              tommy GilliGan/West Point Pao
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By Ryan Yanoshak
Army Athletic Communications 

Senior forward Mark Dube scored a shorthanded goal with 
just under five minutes remaining in regulation to help Army 
to a 3-3 overtime tie with Air Force Jan. 20 in an Atlantic 
Hockey Association contest at a soldout Tate Rink.

Air Force took a 3-2 lead four minutes into the final period 
before Dube’s tally knotted the game. The five-minute sudden 
victory overtime didn’t yield another goal and the service 
academy rivals played to just the second tie at Tate Rink.

A crowd of 2,535 turned out at Tate Rink and were treated 
to a physical contest, two goals in every period and in the 
end, a tie.

Senior forwards Bryant Skarda and Danny Colvin also 
scored for Army while senior forward Bill Day, junior 
defenseman John Clark, freshman defenseman Maurice 
Alvarez, junior forward Andy Starczewski and senior forward 
Mike Hull were credited with assists. Junior goalie Ryan Leets 
made 27 saves as Army moved to 2-13-7 overall and 1-11-5 
in league games. 

Twice during the contest Air Force rallied from one-goal 
deficits and is now 10-7-5 overall and 8-4-4 in league games.

Army improved to 5-0-2 in its last seven games against Air 
Force at Tate Rink and 7-1-2 in its last nine at its home ice.

Skarda opened the scoring, netting his second goal of 
the season. Clark started the play when he chipped the puck 
into the Air Force zone. Day battled to secure the puck and 
hit Skarda with a long pass. Skarda blasted in a shot from 
outside the faceoff circle as Day collected his second assist 
of the season and Clark his first.

Air Force knotted the game seven minutes later when Tim 
Kirby scored a power play goal.

The Black Knights went back on top in the second period 
with a power play score of their own. Starczewski passed to 
Maurice Alvarez near the blue line and Colvin tipped in the 
long shot from Alvarez. It was Colvin’s second goal and the 
fifth assist for both Starczewski and Alvarez.

The Falcons again forced a deadlock when John Kruse 

Dube’s late short-handed goal ties Air Force

scored 46 seconds later to silence the crowd.
Air Force took its first lead of the game when Paul 

Weisgarber was credited with his third goal of the season 
4:37 into the final period.

Army continued to apply offensive pressure and was 
rewarded with a short-handed goal, its second of the season. 

Hull made a great play in the Army end and fed Dube. Dube 
skated in and fired high, just under the crossbar for his third 
goal of the season. It marked Hull’s eight assist of the season.

Both teams had opportunities in the final minutes of 
regulation and overtime but Leets and Air Force goalie 
Stephen Caple (18 saves) came up big to preserve the tie.

Senior forward Bryant Skarda scored the first goal of the game as Army-Air Force fought to a 3-3 tie Jan. 
20 at Christl Arena. Air Force won Jan. 21’s game 4-2.         tommy GilliGan/West Point Pao

Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School christened 
its new basketball court with a win Jan. 19 as the men’s 
basketball team defeated Central Jersey Each One Teach One 
Academy, 96-67.

This was the first home game at the new indoor athletic 
facility, and nearly half of the student body was in attendance 
to see forward Larry Toomey put the first points on the board 
for USMAPS. The team dominated CJEOTO from start to 
finish, gaining a 49-27 advantage going into halftime.

USMAPS forward/guard Kyle Wilson led all scorers 
with 22 points, while forward Billy Morrison and guard 
Zach Schimdt contributed 12 each in the win. Morrison also 
recorded seven rebounds and Schimdt contributed four of 
the team’s eight three-pointers. Center Kevin Ferguson had 
a team-high five blocks and also added 12 points. The Black 
Knights are undefeated against CJEOTO Academy (4-0) this 
season, and improved to 11-3 overall with the win. 

“We have a great group of young men this year who 
are very talented and love to compete,” Head coach Justin 
Jennings said. “They make it easy as a coach because I never 
have to coach effort or intensity.  Offensively we’ve been able 

Prep School forward Larry Toomey put the first points 
on the board during the inaugural home game at 
the new U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School 
gymnasium Jan. 19. 

USMAPS Hoops christens home court with a 96-67 win
to put up some pretty impressive numbers averaging over 87 
points per game.” 

Jennings said it was a special night for the team, shared 
with the cadet candidates and military personnel, staff and 
faculty in attendance.

“A lot of people have put a lot time and effort into this great 
facility and it was important to our team that we represented 
the Prep School and all of West Point in a first-class manner,” 
Jennings said.

Among those in attendance was the Prep School’s 
commandant and dean, Col. Tyge Rugenstein, who applauded 
the team’s efforts in what he said was the first of many home 
victories for USMAPS.

 “Last night’s attendance and support for their classmates 
was a reflection of the bonds being created between the 
members of the USMAPS Class of 2012,” he said. “They 
are a cohesive group and anxious to join their classmates as 
members of the USMA Class of 2016.”  

 The team began practicing on the new court only two days 
earlier having returned from a successful road trip, posting 
a 3-0 record in the Martin Luther King Classic in Newark, 
N.J., Jan. 14-16.

“The great thing about our team is they are excited to be 
here and be a part of something greater than themselves,” 

Jennings said. “West Point Basketball has a bright future with 
this group coming up.”

(Editor’s note: The gymnasium is not exclusive to the 
men’s basketball team, as physical training classes are also 
conducted there and the wrestling team also holds practices 
in the new facility.)




