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DPTMS provides information about R-Day and pre-R-Day-related activities

Class of 2013 enters West Point Monday

New cadets from the Class of 2012 practice marching and other drill and ceremony techniques even though some had not even received their uniforms yet during 
Reception Day 2008. They started their training in squad formation, progressed through platoon formations and then finished in their Cadet Basic Training companies 
to march to Battle Monument for their swearing in ceremony.                                    Sgt. Vincent FuSco/DcoMM

From staff reports

About 1,300 new cadets—including more 
than 330 minority candidates, 18 international 
cadets and 24 combat veterans—who served 
in Afghanistan, Iraq or both are expected to 
report to West Point Monday, Reception Day 
for the class of 2013.

The incoming class was selected from a 
pool of more than 11,000 applicants. 

There are 190 women, who comprise 14 
percent of the class. 

Minority enrollment, roughly 25 percent 
of the incoming class, includes 90 African-
Americans, 84 Asian-Americans, 10 Native 
Americans and 127 Hispanic-Americans––
marking the highest number of Hispanics for 
any West Point class to date.

“Once again, our entering class is 
comprised of stellar young people,” Col. 
Deborah McDonald, director of admissions, 
said. “Their overall performance in academics, 
leadership and athletics is outstanding and 
provides the foundation for successful 
completion of the challenging West Point 
experience.

“These young patriots are coming here 
to devote themselves to becoming guardians 
of Duty, Honor, Country and our United 
States Constitution. They represent our 
nation’s promise of the future,” McDonald 
continued.

Members of the class of 2013 include 
cadets from every state in the nation and 18 
international cadets entering the class under 
the sponsorship of their respective countries, 

which include Albania, Colombia, Georgia, 
Honduras, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Slovenia, Taiwan, 
Thailand and Tunisia. 

Upon graduation, these cadets will return 
to their respective countries as officers in their 
armed forces.

During R-Day, the new cadets begin the 
process of becoming West Point cadets and 
future U.S. Army officers. 

They undergo administrative processing, 
are fitted with their initial issue of military 
clothing; receive haircuts, medical and 
physical evaluations; and begin their first 
lessons in marching, military courtesy and 
discipline. As their first day ends, the class of 
2013 will stand before many of their parents 

and friends at Trophy Point to take the Oath 
of Allegiance from U.S. Military Academy 
Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Michael 
S. Linnington.

New cadets will complete six-and-a-half 
weeks of Cadet Basic Training to learn the 
basic skills of the Soldier. 

They will participate in rigorous physical 
training, small-unit tactical training and rifle 
marksmanship. 

They will learn to respond quickly 
and accurately to their commanders under 
conditions of mental and physical stress. 

At the end of this initial training period, 
new cadets will be formally accepted into 
the Corps of Cadets during the Acceptance 
Day Parade for the class of 2013, which is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. Aug. 15.

By Joe Senger
Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security

In support of Reception Day, Monday, the 
following measures are in effect:

 • 1:45-3:30 p.m. today. Traffic will be 
blocked at the entrance to Clinton Lot and 
at the intersection of Washington and Ruger 
roads for periods of several minutes to 
support the Oath Ceremony rehearsal. Anyone 
departing Clinton Lot during this time must 
turn right out of the lot. 

• Friday. The upper three lots of 
Eisenhower Hall and A Lot are closed for 
R-Day rehearsal.

• 1–3 p.m. Sunday—same traffic patterns 
as Thursday.

• Monday. Parents of in-coming cadet 
candidates have been instructed to park in 
either Lot C or E. 

Heavy traffic is expected at Stony 
Lonesome and Thayer gates from 5:30 a.m 
until about 10 a.m. Expect delays and plan 
accordingly. All pedestrians and/or passengers 
in vehicles older than 16 must show valid 
photo identification.

• Drivers with DOD stickers and either the 
CAC or military ID card should enter through 
Washington Gate.

• Clinton Lot is closed for parking until 3 
p.m. when it will open for handicap parking 
only. 

From 5:25 p.m. until the completion of 
the oath ceremony at about 6:15 p.m., there 
will be no through traffic allowed on Cullum 
and Washington roads in the Trophy Point 
area from the entrance of Thayer Hall roof to 
the intersection of Stony Lonesome Road and 
Washington Road. 

Ruger Road will be blocked at the 
intersection of Howard Road to prevent traffic 

from heading toward the Plain. 
Vehicles parked in the Arvin Cadet 

Physical Development Center North parking 
area must exit via Parke Place to Stony 
Lonesome Road.

Eisenhower Hall lots (other than for 
handicapped and R-Day staff), Jefferson Road 
and Scott Place—including those normally 
authorized to park in this location, Thayer 
Road Extension in the vicinity of Trophy 
Point,  Howard Road from the intersection of 
Howard and Ruger roads to the Eisenhower 
Hall Tunnel, Eisenhower Hall tunnel area 
(handicap parking only) and Clinton Place 
are closed from parking. All other lots are 
available for parking. Thayer Roof will have 
25 spaces reserved for R-Day activities.

There will be handicapped parking at 
Eisenhower Hall and Clinton Lots, and four 
spaces in Doubleday Lot will be converted 
from government vehicle parking to handicap 

parking for R-Day only.
As with all special events that take place 

on West Point, safety and security are of 
paramount concern. Everyone can help 
in the detection and reporting of criminal 
activities to ensure that Reception Day 2009 
is a success.  

Anyone observing suspicious behavior 
or activity is urged to promptly report it to 
the West Point Military Police at 938-3333. 
Using the simple format below will help to 
ensure the needed information is obtained 
for the call:

• Who was observed?
• What was seen? Be specific.
• Where was it seen?
• When was it seen? 
• Whyis it suspicious?
Remember the security adage––if you see 

something, say something.
For more information, call 938-8859. 

See page 4 for the 
R-Day schedule and 
other things to do 
while waiting for 

the oath ceremony. 
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Community Point of View

See SOLUTION, page 11

The members of the Sexual Harrassment/Assault Response and Prevention program are Col. Jeanette McMahon, 
Shelley Ariosto (Garrison), Dan Toohey (Victim Advocate), Maj. Maria Burger (USCC), Capt. Vanara Nevels (ODIA) 
and Maj. Elizabeth Scioletti (Dean).

Community members can e-mail McMahon at Jeanette.McMahon@usma.edu for advice or to offer any recommendations 
on the program here.

Cadets also can call the sexual assault support helpline at (845) 591-7215. West Point Soldiers and civilians needing 
assistance can call (845) 938-3369.

SHARPto SubScribe to the Pointer View, contact thereSa gerVaSi 
at 800-295-2181. a yearly SubScriPtion iS 48 eDitionS.

Letter from 
the Supe: Get 
involved with the 
Ice Cream Social

USCC looking for volunteers for the July 15 
New Cadet Visitation Day (Ice Cream Social) 

Dear Members of the West Point Community:

The class of 2013 is selected 
and on their way to West Point!

Judy and I want to thank each 
of you who met with these young 
men and women when they were 
in high school, picked them out 
from Soldiers in your units and 
encouraged them through the 
admissions process.

One time-honored tradition 
is the New Cadet Visitation Day, 

commonly referred to as the Cadet Ice Cream Social. 
For those who are new to West Point, from 1:30-5:30 

p.m. July 15, our community asks volunteers to take a few 
new cadets away from the barracks, listen to their stories 
and share light refreshments. The afternoon serves as a 
break for the new cadets and a chance to reflect all they 
have accomplished in their first two weeks of Army life.

I encourage all of the West Point community to 
support this important event and contribute to the earliest 
developmental processes of the class of 2013. Your 
mentorship and support are the difference between a good 
future leader and a great future officer.

There are a few new allowances and processes for this 
year’s event. Volunteers familiar with the process from 
years past should review the information in this week’s 
Pointer View and Command Channel to become familiar 
with these changes. 

Note that sign-up began June 16, so USMA/Garrison 
staff and faculty can sign-up on the USCC internal Web 
page at www-internal.uscc.usma.edu. 

Beat Navy!
      The Supe

Lt. Gen. Buster Hagenbeck
Superintendent

Submitted by U.S. Corps of Cadets

The United States Corps of Cadets will conduct New Cadet 
Visitation Day from 1:30-5:30 p.m. July 15. 

USMA/Garrison staff and  faculty sign-up for Visitation 
Day opened June 16 on the USCC Web page, www-internal.
uscc.usma.edu. 

Signing up for New Cadet Visitation Day does not enroll 
volunteers in, or commit them to, the Fourth Class Sponsor 
Program for the academic year. 

The annual sign-up for the Fourth Class Sponsor Program 
on the USCC Web page (www-internal.uscc.usma.edu) 
begins July 21.

Participation of Families from the West Point community 
is critical to New Cadet Visitation Day, which provides each 
new cadet an opportunity for a short break from the demands 
of Cadet Basic Training and a chance to visit with a Family 
in a relaxed, informal atmosphere. 

It gives the new cadets the opportunity to ask questions and 
learn about the military lifestyle and is a great opportunity for 
potential sponsors to gain an appreciation for the sponsorship 
program and interaction with cadets.  

Criteria for the Ice Cream Social are:
• Rank: Military must be sergeant first class and above, 

warrant officer and captain and above. Civilians must be 
Title X instructors, nonbargaining unit civilian employees 
GS-9 and above or competitive sport head coaches/assistant 

coaches. 
• For civilian employees, duty time is authorized to 

participate and work schedules will be adjusted to make this 
part of the eight-hour workday. 

Bargaining unit employee participation is undetermined at 
this time.

• Assigned to USMA: There is no longer a requirement 
for hosts to live within a specific boundary to participate. 
However, if someone lives outside of the walking privileges 
boundary, then this person is authorized to take cadet(s) to 
his/her residence only. 

However, personnel hosting new cadets may use academy 
common areas such as picnic tables located throughout 
post.

• If a potential volunteer does not meet the requirements 
listed above, exceptions to policy may be requested through, 
and approved by, the USCC chief of staff.

• Incoming personnel not yet assigned to quarters are 
invited to host new cadets using the academy common areas 
such as picnic tables throughout post.

• Keller Army Community Hospital personnel should 
contact Darlene Ruscelli for AMS access. If personnel cannot 
access the application, send an e-mail to darlene.ruscelli@
us.army.mil and request access or call her at 938-6775. 

A complete timeline is available on the sign-up page.
Contact the USCC S-3 with any questions at 938-8804 

or 6148.  

NEWS NOTES
Three West Point faculty members were honored at the national conference of the American Society 

for Engineering Education the week of June 15 in Austin, Texas. 
Major Aaron Hill received the 2009 ExCEEd New Faculty Excellence in Teaching Award, established by 

the American Society of Civil Engineers to recognize outstanding new faculty.
Brock Barry, Ph.D., received the Gerald R. Seeley Fellowship, established in memory of Gerald R. 

Seeley, a champion of civil engineering education and a past chair of the ASEE Civil Engineering Division. 
This award encourages new civil engineering faculty members to become active in the Civil Engineering 
Division of ASEE.

Colonel Stephen Ressler received the Best Paper Award, which recognizes the author of the most 
significant paper published or presented in ASEE Civil Engineering Division activities during the previous 
year, for his paper titled “Influence of the new civil engineering body of knowledge on accreditation 
criteria.” 
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The first two sets of quarters in Stony I were put on their foundations June 16 by Balfour Beatty Construction despite the threat of rain. Cranes placed the 
second floor of the modular constructed homes. Each home, manufactured in Berwick, Pa., consists of six boxes—two each for the first and second floors and 
the two-car garage. They are trucked into West Point through Thayer Gate. The duplex is the first two of 28 homes in Phase One that should become available 
for occupancy in March. Work has started on the next two. A total of 158 homes (eight of which are handicap-accessible)—both three and four bedrooms—will 
be completed by December 2011. These homes are slated for senior noncommissioned officers and field-grade officers and average about 2,000 square feet. 
Checkout their progress when traveling up Stony Lonesome Road.             richarD wagner/bbc

By Emily Tower
Staff Writer

Uncle Sam is looking to dabble in real estate to help 
Soldiers and their Families.

The Defense Department has expanded a program designed 
to help servicemembers who lose money on home sales just as 
permanent-change-of-station season gets into full swing.

Soldiers on PCS orders can receive reimbursement for 
losses incurred after selling a house for less than the purchase 
price. Or, they can sell their house to the government if another 
buyer does not purchase it within 120 days of being on the 
real estate market.

The Homeowner Assistance Program has purchased 
houses or reimbursed losses from low housing prices since 
the 1960s for servicemembers forced to move because of Base 
Realignment and Closure actions.

This year, the Pentagon has expanded the program to 
troops experiencing the same housing problems because of 
PCS moves. Congress has approved $555 million for the 
program expansion in light of the current bottoming-out 
of the real estate market through a portion of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which is commonly known 
as the stimulus package.

While the program expansion has been approved, specific 
guidance regarding how the program will work still is being 
constructed by the Pentagon. Some details have not been 
determined yet, and others could change.

“Design and architecture of the program is being written 
by (the Office of the Secretary of Defense), and when they 
are finished, they will hand it to the (U.S. Army) Corps of 
Engineers to implement,” Jeanne Hodge, spokeswoman for 
the USACE’s Savannah District, which is handling all program 
applications from east of the Mississippi River, said.

In the meantime, Soldiers are encouraged to submit 
applications now. More than 1,800 applications have been 
received just from the eastern portion of the United States, 
and the Savannah District fields about 200 phone calls per 
day about the program. 

Applications will be sorted according to the date they 
are received and will be processed as soon as the complete 
program guidance is released, Hodge said. The guidance is 
expected to be released later this summer.

For now, homeowners must be moving at least 50 miles 
under PCS orders. The house must be in an area experiencing 
at least a 10 percent decline in home prices, and the house had 
to be purchased before July 1, 2006, to qualify.

If a house sells for less than 90 percent of the purchase 
price, a Soldier can apply for reimbursement of the losses. 
Wounded warriors can receive up to 95 percent of the house’s 
prior fair-market value, and other Soldiers on PCS orders can 
receive up to 90 percent of that value. The prior fair-market 
value is the house’s appraised value at purchase time. PCS 
orders must be received by the Soldier before closing a sale.

Soldiers on PCS orders who have not sold their house after 
120 days of being on the market at a price USACE agrees 
is appropriate can apply to sell the house to the government 
for 75 percent of the house’s prior fair-market value. Details 
about the criteria or appraisals USACE uses to determine an 
appropriate price have not yet been decided.

Wounded warriors can sell their houses to the government 
for up to 90 percent of the prior fair-market value.

Though taking advantage of these programs could mean 
an eventual financial loss, the result likely will be far less 

devastating than not participating, Michael Doorbal, West 
Point’s Army Community Services Financial Readiness 
program manager, said.

He gave a house worth $100,000 as an example. If a 
Soldier sells the home to the government for 75 percent of 
that value, or $75,000, he/she still is responsible for $25,000 
of the mortgage. 

A $25,000 loan is easier to handle than a $100,000 loan. 
Plus, the longer the house is on the market, the more the value 
will drop.

Selling a house for 75 percent of its prior fair-market value 
“could be a lower loss than if I wait until the house sells and 
the value continues to drop,” Doorbal said.

The PCS expansion to the program is expected to end 
Dec. 31, while the BRAC portion of the program is expected 
to end Sept. 30, 2012.

Applications are available at http://hap.usace.army.mil. 
Because eligibility and details are subject to change, Soldiers 
should check the Web site frequently.

If Soldiers would like help filling out the applications, they 
can set an appointment with Doorbal by calling 938-5653.

Homeowner 
relief available to 
PCSing Soldiers

How’d they get these houses done so fast?



 June 25, 20094 Pointer View  Local and National News

R-Day schedule
Photo and compilation by 
Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Friends and Family of new cadet candidates will be 
arriving Monday for Reception Day as they begin their 
47-month experience at West Point, The United States Military 
Academy. Those who are waiting for the culminating event 
of the day—the oath ceremony at Trophy Point—will have 
plenty places to visit. 

Visitors Center, Gift 
Shop and Museum

The best way to get 
an idea of the history of 
West Point and cadet life 
is to visit the Visitors 
Center at Pershing Center 
in Highland Falls. 

The Visitors Center 
houses videos, static 
displays and replicas of 
cadet rooms.

The Army Athletic 
Association gift shop, 
located in the Visitors 
Center, is a great place 
to shop for West Point 
a p p a r e l ,  g i f t s  a n d 
mementos. The Visitors 
Center and gift shop are open 9 a.m.-4:45 p.m. 

The West Point Museum is now the largest and most 
diversified military museum in the nation and is considered to 
be the oldest and largest public collection of military history 
in  the Western Hemisphere.

The museum’s collection includes nearly all aspects of 
military history of the U.S. Military Academy, the evolutions 
of warfare (including an atom bomb) and the development of 
the American armed forces. It also has one of the finest military 
small arms collections for public viewing. 

The Daughters of the United States Army gift shop is 
located at the museum also.

The museum is open 9 a.m.-4:15 p.m. on R-Day and is 
located in Pershing Center, Highland Falls.

Regular hours the rest of the year are 10:30 a.m.-4:15 
p.m.

Fort Putnam
Fort Putnam was named for the commander of the militia 

regiment that built it—Col. Rufus Putnam, commander of 
the 5th Massachussetts Regiment. It was considered a key 

fortification because of the fort’s capability of withstanding 
a 10-day siege conducted with relatively heavy cannon fire, 
according to the diary of Augustus Pleasanton, Oct. 22, 
1839.

Originally made of wood, it is now a stone fortification 
after restoration was done during the American Revolution 
bicentennial during the 1970’s.

Fort Putnam is open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday. Regular hours 
are 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday-Sunday. 

A r v i n  C a d e t 
Physical Development 
Center

A self-tour of the 
renovated ACPDC is 
available from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.

See the wave pool and 
other interesting state-of-
the-art physical training 
rooms including a 48-foot 
high rock climbing wall 
donated by the USMA 
class of 1979.

Jefferson Hall
Jefferson Hall is the 

new USMA Library and 
Learning Center, formally 
dedicated in ceremonies 
held Sept. 24. The name 

of the new facility honors Jefferson’s role as founder of the 
academy. The 148,000 square-foot library holds more than 1 
million books on about 19 miles of shelving. 

A collection of class rings donated by friends and Families 
of former cadets, many of whom were killed in action, is on 
the second floor.

Jefferson Hall is open 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
The Cadet Chapel 
The architecture of the Cadet Chapel combines the 

techniques and shapes of Gothic with the massiveness of 
medieval fortresses and was constructed of native granite in 
1910.

The Cadet Chapel organ was starting to be built in 1911 
and has been continually enlarged by memorial gifts, making 
it the largest church organ in the world.

The chapel is full of stained glass windows by the Willet 
Studios of Philadelphia. All of the side windows are memorial 
windows given throughout time by various classes.

The Cadet Chapel is open 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Constitution Island Tour
Remnants of old redoubts still can be seen on the island as 

well as the fully intact Warner House. The Warner House is 
undergoing renovations and will not be open to the public.

The house once belonged to sisters Susan and Anna Warner 
who were well-known during the 19th Century to cadets. The 
sisters taught Bible classes for 40 years.

Susan wrote the book, “Wide, Wide World,” which became 
a best seller in its day. Anna wrote the well-known hymn, 
“Jesus Loves Me.”

Tours to Constitution Island run from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Monday and leave from South Dock.

West Point Cemetery and Old Cadet Chapel (self-
tour)

More than 6,000 men and women are buried at the West 
Point Cemetery, including the Warner sisters and recent 
graduates who died in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Old Cadet Chapel sits on the grounds of the West Point 
Cemetery and has a seating capacity of 450. The chapel still 
holds Lutheran services on a regular basis and is a repository 
for many plaques and memorabilia including the painting 
“Peace and War” by Robert Walter Weir, professor of drawing 
at West Point from 1876-82.

The cemetery and Old Cadet Chapel are open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Monday. Regular hours throughout the year are 8:15 
a.m.-4:15 p.m.

6 a.m.-8 pm.  Parent shuttles from parking lots  
     to Eisenhower (Ike) Hall
6:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m. Eisenhower Hall Parent   
     Information Center open
6:30 a.m.-3p.m.  Complimentary coffee, tea, juice  
     & donuts Benny’s Lounge, Ike  
     Hall, 3rd Floor 
7 a.m.-6 p.m.  Ike Hall Restaurant open–  
     Riverside Café 
8 a.m.-1 p.m.  Open House at Herbert Hall  
     Alumni Center
8 a.m.-3 p.m.  Cadet Store, Bldg. 606, open
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Herbert Hall Alumni Gift Shop 
     open—10% discount offered
8 a.m.-7 p.m.  Military equipment display at 
     Daly Field
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Jefferson Hall open (New  
     Library—opened fall of 2008)
9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Tours of West Point; pick up  
     at Ike Hall with last pick up at  
     1 p.m.
9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Tours of Constitution Island;  
     bus from Ike Hall to ferry;  
    ferry from South Dock
9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Self-tour of Arvin Cadet  
     Physical Development Center
9 a.m.-1 p.m.  Self-tour of West Point   
     Cemetery & Old Cadet Chapel
9 a.m.-4 p.m.  Fort Putnam Historical Site open
9 a.m.-4 p.m.  Cadet Chapel, Catholic Chapel  
     & Jewish Chapel open
9 a.m.-4:15 p.m.  West Point Museum open;  
     Pershing Center, Highland Falls
9 a.m.-4:45 p.m.  Visitor’s Center and Gift   
     Shop open; Pershing Center, 
     Highland Falls
11-11:45 a.m.  Catholic Mass at Most Holy  
     Trinity Chapel—Reception  
     to follow Mass
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Lunch Shuttle operational
3-4:30 p.m.  Superintendent and Leader Team 
     Welcome—Ike Hall Theatre
4:30 p.m.  Families move to Trophy Point  
     for oath ceremony
5:40 p.m.  Oath ceremony at Trophy Point*

*Inclement weather location:  Eisenhower Hall Theatre. 
Parents will receive two tickets per cadet candidate at the 

Parents Information Center in the morning.

Places to go and things to do at West Point

Take a tour of Constitution Island and have a picnic at the 
new pavilion. Hike some of the scenic trails and visit the 
Revolutionary War sites.

Check out the West Point Parents Club 
Facebook and Twitter sites at http://bit.
ly/WestPointParents and http://twitter.
com/WestPointParent, respectively.
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SOSH cadets 
travel to 
Cambodia

Firstie Joy Turner (by tree, blue shirt) and Cow Michael Hammond (by tree with scarf) teach toothbrushing 
to children in a squatter village outside Siem Reap, Cambodia.       courteSy Photo

By Cow Uzkar Ibrahim

Six cadets took part in a Dept. of Social Sciences Advanced 
Individual Academic Development trip with Maj. Jeremy 
Gwinn to Cambodia, Laos and Thailand during May and 
June. 

Firstie Joy Turner and Cows Uzkar Ibrahim, Lauren 
Looper, Michael Hammond, Christina Tamayo and Andrew 
Ziebarth were involved in the AIAD. Its purpose was to 
design, implement and monitor a hygiene curriculum for the 
humanitarian nongovernmental organization Journeys Within 
Our Community. 

The project entailed educating the impoverished local 
population of the short-and-long term benefits of maintaining 
good hygiene. The focus of the education was how washing 
hands and brushing teeth can be beneficial practices to limiting 
the frequency of sickness, missed work and cost of medical 
care. 

Each cadet gave a separate class to adults and children 
in classroom and village settings. In order to monitor their 
progress, the cadets created a survey and data collection plan 
to identify health-related trends that needed to be addressed 
as well as tailoring the training to best suit the needs of the 
population. 

During the implementation of the project, the cadets 
stayed in the squatter village on the outskirts of Siem Reap, 
Cambodia, for two nights. It was an unusual experience for 
them as well as for the locals, who are accustomed to aid 
workers making short visits. 

The cadets took the valuable lessons learned from the 
squatter village and later applied them to a similar project 
in rural Cambodian villages where the main activity is rice 
farming. 

The West Point group plans to create a simple and effective 
system of education, monitoring and assessment that can be 
implemented by the JWOC staff, which is made up of Western 
administrators as well as Cambodian university students who 
work part-time with the NGO. 

They passed the lessons learned and implemented hygiene 
education in the classroom to JWOC in Laos, as well as spent 
several days touring Bangkok, Thailand, before the conclusion 
of the AIAD.

The cadets experienced the rich history and culture of 
Cambodia by touring the ancient ruins of Angkor Wat, the 
Royal Palace at Phnom Penh and the National Museum of 
Cambodia. 

The cadets agreed that the AIAD was a challenging, but 
rewarding experience, incorporating cultural immersion and 
systematic problem solving in some austere environments. 
The group hopes to make a difference in the lives of those 
who need it the most.
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Macedonia AIAD—Summer institute in disaster relief and humanitarian assistance

Cow Kevin Gulino and Leta Bardjieva (Institute of Defence and Peace Studies, Skopje, Macedonia) call forward 
medical evacuation assets during an urban search and rescue exercise in the village of Mushanci. Teams used 
police search dogs to locate actual role player victims buried beneath the rubble. 

Story and photos by 
Lt. Col. Wiley Thompson
Dept. of Geography and Environmental Engineering 

Four West Point cadets started their summer training 
participating in an Advanced Individual Academic 
Development staged in Macedonia sponsored by Dept. 
of Geography and Environmental Engineering and the 
Consortium for Humanitarian Service and Education. 

What is it like to be kidnapped or car-jacked in a foreign 
country? Is it possible to negotiate for humanitarian space 
with government forces during the day and an insurgent 
commander at night? What kind of teamwork does it take to 
find people buried under earthquake-strewn rubble and safely 
dig them out? Firsties Katie Fichtner and Jessica Howell and 
Cows Kevin Gulino and Shane Smith can now answer these 
questions and many more. 

The consortium, a joint partnership between U.S. civilian 
universities, the Institute for Defence and Peace Studies in 
Skopje, Macedonia, and the Macedonian Ministry of Defence, 
hosted the AIAD. 

The AIAD was planned to provide intensive, hands-on 
training to develop multi-culturally competent,  and problem-
solving leaders, cadets worked with civilian counterparts as 
members of a fictitious nongovernmental organization—
International Humanitarian Action. Together, they conducted 
disaster relief in a simulated conflict environment. 

Smith said working with the “American and Macedonian 
civilians gave me a whole new experience and helped me 
analyze my leadership style” and pointed out this was different 
from many other AIADs. 

Topics studied included small unit leadership, negotiations, 
advanced first aid, mass casualty management, mine 
awareness, convoy operations, base camp logistics, over-water 
rescue, urban search and rescue and cultural awareness. 

They learned many new skills during the trip.
Gulino, who acted as the incident commander, said ”I 

had to organize negotiations, create a logistics analysis 
presentation, set up a camp for displaced persons, maintain 

security within our own base, and make sure my teams were 
getting rest. … The volume of what I had to do all within a 
24-hour span was nothing I had dealt with before.” 

To assist in communicating with local villagers and to 
help them develop better cultural understanding, American 
students were partnered with Macedonian students from 
the Institute, allowing the cadets to bridge cultural barriers 
while working with coalition partners––skills they will need 
as junior officers. 

Fichtner valued the experience. 

“It allowed me to learn how to work with many different 
types of people who may not operate in the same language, 
time schedule or even hold the same customs as you,” she 
said. “It was a great lesson as to the overall differences that 
various groups and organizations have, yet that at some point, 
there can always be found a common interest to join those 
same groups together.” 

Not everything the cadets did in the exercise was simulated. 
The participants in Svetlina ’09 were given the opportunity to 
conduct a needs assessment of three local villages to develop 
a work project. 

Each student team wrote a competitive grant proposal for 
the village project they deemed most worthy. Howell’s team 
proposal was chosen as the winner and was given $500 to 
carry-out their village improvement project. 

They worked with local craftsman and villagers to add an 
extension onto the preschool in the village of Crveni Bregovi 
(Red Hills). The project doubled the size of the outside play 
area. The school children decorated the new addition with 
their own handprints. 

The cadets  also benefitted from the community project. 
Howell said, “Interacting with other cultures and seeing 

our own (culture) through the eyes of Macedonians helped me 
to broaden my perspective and become more culturally aware, 
which is very important for a leader in today’s Army.” 

The cadets ended their AIAD with two days in Athens, 
Greece, giving them an opportunity to relax and reflect on 
what they had accomplished and visit an area of great cultural 
and historical significance. 

They toured many of the monuments in Athens one day and 
enjoyed the beaches and clear blue waters of the Mediterranean 
on the next. 

On their last night they were treated to a home visit by an 
Athens family. 

The evening was filled with conversation, Greek music and 
plenty of traditional cuisine, making this visit a memorable 
way to finish an AIAD experience that provided them with 
new skills, a better understanding of the human and physical 
landscape of the region and many new friendships. 

Firstie Katie Fichtner gets “detained” and questioned 
by government forces regarding her meeting in the 
village.
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for Easter Island. While Polynesian 
tribes have lived on the island since 
the 4th or 5th century, Rapa Nui 
became a Chilean territory in 1888, 
and ever since, it has been known by 
its Spanish name of Isla de Pascua, 
or Easter Island in English. 

The tiny island sits about 3,700 
kilometers from the Chilean coast 
and is the eastern-most island of 
Polynesia. 

The vast majority of the populace 
is of native Rapa Nui decent, and 
most speak the native Rapa Nui 
language and Spanish. 

The resulting culture is a mix 
of Polynesia-Chilean with an 
easy going lifestyle, magnificent 
archeological sites (famous for the 
moai statues), beaches, the powerful 
Pacific Ocean and three dormant 
volcanoes.   

Throughout the adventure, 
cadets were required to speak 
Spanish at every opportunity and 
were assigned leadership roles for 
each portion of the trip to research 
the activities and immersion 
opportunities for each day. 

“Each of the cadets participating 
in this immersion trip gained a 
greater understanding of Latin 
A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e ,  s e e i n g 
government institutions, military 
training and facilities, key elements 
of the domestic and Chile’s role 
in the global economy,” Boberg 
said. “They saw and walked the 
awe-inspiring physical geography 
of a country with tremendous 
contrasts and interacted for 24 
hours, seven days a week in a 
foreign language, successfully 
making lasting friendships with 
Chilean cadets experiencing a 
similar development in another 
hemisphere. Most importantly, they 
developed a greater understanding 
of Chile, Chileans and the United 
States’ influence in the world.”

Pointer View  Community Features and Photos

Chilean immersion varied from mountains to beaches

Firstie Edwin Jimenez holds up a fish as Cow Danilo Garcia and their Rapa Nui guide, Moi Tuki, 
bring in a net full of fish on the coast of the Isla de Pascua (Easter Island) Chile.   Courtesy Photos

Cow James Gibson (far left), Firsties Blair Vanhorn and Edwin Jimenez and Cows Danilo Garcia, 
Alex Rubilar and Wesley Carver hike in the volcano where the moai of Easter Island were carved 
by the Rapa Nui tribes hundreds of years earlier during their cultural immersion trip to Chile, 
South America.

Submitted by 
Dept. of Foreign Languages

Firsties Blair Vanhorn and Edwin 
Jimenez and Cows Danilo Garcia, 
Wesley Carver, Alex Rubilar and 
James Gibson and Dept. of Foreign 
Languages’ Lt. Col. Dewey Boberg 
went to Chile May 24-June 14 for 
a cultural trip sponsored by DFL to 
immerse cadets who have studied 
Spanish or are current Spanish or 
Latin American studies majors in 
Chilean culture. 

T h e  t r i p  g a v e  t h e m 
ample opportunity to practice 
communicating in Spanish while 
gaining an understanding of a 
foreign way of life.

“The trip was a real opportunity 
to apply the lessons learned in 
language, geography and social 
science classrooms,” Boberg said. 
“Chile is a country of tremendous 
contrasts, stretching more than 
4,300 kilometers from north to 
south and containing nearly every 
climate imaginable.”  

To appreciate these contrasts, 
the group made multiple stops 
during the three-week trip. 

They visited the Chilean Military 

Academy in Santiago, the port and 
beach towns of Valparaiso and Viña 
del Mar, traveled to the south of 
Chile to explore the lakes region and 
the entrance to Patagonia, traveled 
north to the Atacama Desert, where, 
in some areas, there has not been 
rainfall in more than 100 years. 

Finally, they visited the Isla 
de Pascua (Easter Island) to be 
immersed in Polynesian-Chilean 
culture of the Pacific Islands. 

The group had opportunities 
to visit Chilean wineries in the 
central valley and forts from the 
Spanish conquistador history, climb 
volcanoes in the Andes range, swim 
in thermal hot springs, visit geysers 
at more than a 14,000-foot elevation 
and see Chile’s largest copper mine, 
the country’s biggest export.  

They were constantly provided 
language challenges as they 
communicated in a foreign language 
daily, seeking the best price for a 
motel room for the night, asking 
directions from local civilians, 
ordering meals from a restaurant 
and during their interaction with 
Chilean cadets at the Chilean 
Military Academy.  

They  fur ther  cha l lenged 

themselves physically, climbing 
Volcon Osorno, hiking through 
several national parks, hiking 
through the Valle de la Luna (Valley 
of the Moon) and sand boarding 

down 150-meter-high sand dunes, 
hiking to the Orongo Ceremonial 
Village at the crater of a volcano 
on Easter Island and snorkeling in 
the Pacific.  

During the Easter Island portion 
of the trip, everyone was entirely 
immersed in the local culture and 
actively participated in the capture, 
cleaning, preparation and eating 
of their meal straight out of the 
Pacific.

They learned to make ceviche, 
which varies from country to 
country, but here it was made with 
fresh raw fish together with some 
local vegetables with lime added 
and served as a side dish as part of 
the fresh catch feast.   

The instruction was 100 percent 
in Spanish, and the day’s activities 
were led by Moi Tuki, a native of 
Rapa Nui, who explained the history 
of the island and the tribes who 
lived there for hundreds of years. 
He then showed cadets the ancient 
villages, and then led them through 
learning how to fish––Rapa Nui 
style––ending with a great seafood 
meal, which the cadets helped 
prepare.

Rapa Nui is the Polynesian name 
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West Point Garrison senior noncommissioned officer, Command Sgt. Maj. Violet McNeirney, helps (back from left to right) Kurt 
Radmacher, Roman Mejia, Olivia Joyner, (front) Cameron Matthew and Annika Baumgardt, cut the Army birthday cake at the Child 
Development Center June 18. McNeirney read 'Sam the Army Dog' to the children.                                        KATHY EASTWOOD/PV

By Emily Tower and 
Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writers

Fluffy white hats bounced like 
pillows of whipped cream atop 
the heads of West Point’s smallest 
warriors last week.

Patriotic tunes streamed from 
speakers as the formation of young 
troops picked their knees up high 
and proudly waved hand-decorated 
banners as they marched along a 
path decorated by fl ags.

The Army was celebrating its 
234th birthday, and only the to-
do of a parade, art work, original 
songs and special stories from West 
Point’s children would be worthy 
of recognizing such a milestone. 
There was a birthday cake, too—a 
big one with colorful frosting fi t 
for celebrating two centuries of 
protecting freedom.

“To me, it’s about culture and 
history,” 9-year-old Parker Hanes 
said after performing a song June 17 
at School Age Services. “The Army 
is celebrating its 234th birthday. 
That’s a lot of history. It has been 
around for a long, long time.”

The celebration began with days 
of careful preparation. At the Child 
Development Center, an entire 
parade had to be planned.

Each class decorated a different 
style of hat to wear in the parade. 
The older children decorated 
imaginative top hats with wide brims 
and accordion-like crowns. Some 
classes decorated paper crowns 
fi tting of a king or queen. Babies 

and young toddlers received some 
artistic help from their teachers, but 
they each had a personalized hat or 
visor to wear, too. 

They waved handmade banners 
during their parade route around the 
CDC building June 17.

Elementary-aged children 
decorated signs and their own hats to 
wear for their Army birthday party. 
They also wrote and performed 
songs.

Many of the songs sounded like 
cheers or chants and proclaimed the 
Army’s might over foes.

After performing their songs, the 
children gathered in a semi-circle on 
the fl oor of the SAS activity room 
to read a book. Each CDC and SAS 
child at West Point received a copy 
of “Sam the Army Dog.”

The book tells the story of a dog 
searching for a way to serve the 
Army Family he loves. 

H i s  o w n e r ’s  d a d  i s  a 
noncommissioned officer, and 
his mother is an Army civilian 
employee who works at a CDC. 

Sam watches his Family serve 
others every day and wonders how 
he can help, too. He dreams about 
being a rescue dog, a Military Police 
dog and a fi re dog but realizes he’s 
too small to help with these jobs.

Sam’s Family takes him to the 
hospital on post to visit patients on 
the Army’s birthday. He meets a dog 
who cheers up patients and decides 
he can serve, too, by volunteering at 
the hospital. Sam learns everyone in 
the Army Family is important and 
has a special role to play.

Many of the children at SAS 
were delighted with the story.

“I thought it was funny,” Michael 
Heck, 11, said. “It’s great. He wanted 
to be so many things.”

Some SAS children wondered 
whether there is an Army cat 
somewhere and what that animal’s 
story would be.

Even without a cat in the Army 
Family, the children said they all 
feel like they are part of something 
important.

“It’s exciting living on a military 
base where all the Soldiers are 
trained and where they are educated,” 
Parker said.

Ricky McMahon, 9, proclaimed 
his love for the Army by announcing 
he wants to be a Soldier when he 
grows up. Or a Marine. Or, better 
yet, a Marine who serves in the 
Army if such a thing is invented 
some day.

In the mean time, Ricky and his 
friends refl ected on what 234 years 
of the Army mean. They know about 
the mighty Army’s humble roots.

“It started with a cluster of 
patriots fi ghting for their freedom,” 
Joseph Minus, 10, said.

And every day, they see their 
parents complete the same mission 
though with advanced equipment 
and different uniforms. Quite a 
legacy has been built in the last 234 
years.

Those two centuries of Soldiers 
and Army Families were represented 
by a big chocolate and vanilla 
birthday cake at the CDC June 18. 
Children got to help Command 

Sgt. Maj. Violet McNeirney, West 
Point Garrison’s senior NCO, with 
a beloved centuries-old Army 
tradition––cutting the cake with a 
saber.

“For Families, this is the best 
location (to celebrate the Army’s 
birthday),” McNeirney said. 
“Everyone feels like part of the 
event.”

At the beginning of the event, 
the children sang songs they 
memorized—“You’re a Grand Old 
Flag” and the Army Song—while 
waving small American flags in 
correspondence  to the music.

McNeirney then settled into 
a large wooden rocking chair 
decorated with red, white and blue 
streamers and read “Sam the Army 
Dog” to the children.

Some children sat in front with 
fi nger puppets depicting Sam the 
dog and his friend and were acting 
out actions in the book.

“I like the story of Sam because 
he’s an Army dog,” CDC student 
Olivia Joyner said. “Army dogs 
help people.”

The children got to see a real 
dog named Sam while the story 
was read. Don Hulst, chief of Child, 
Youth and School Services division, 
brought in his small, brown dog that 
looked an awful lot like the Sam in 
the story.

T h e s e  e v e n t s  w e r e  t h e 
culmination of an almost two-week 
celebration by West Point of the 
Army birthday, starting with a cake 
cutting during the Quadricentennial 
observance June 7.

Happy Birthday, Army!Happy Birthday, Army!

Kalen Cobb, 5, and Taj Johnson, 5, march to Army band music and spin pinwheels during a parade to celebrate the 
Army's birthday June 17 at the Child Development Center. Kalen, Taj and their classmates decorated different styles 
of hats and banners to display during the parade. The parade was an event that culminated an almost two-week 
celebration by West Point of the Army birthday, starting with a cake cutting during the Quadricentennial observance 
June 7.                                                                                                                                                                            EMILY TOWER/PV

James McNierney, second from left, who just finished second grade, sings a 
jubilant song with his friends to wish the Army a happy 234th birthday during 
a celebration June 17 at School Age Services. Children enrolled in SAS wrote 
special songs and read a book about an Army dog to celebrate the Army's 
milestone.                                                                               EMILY TOWER/PV

Kenyon Johnson, 2, and Brendon O'Keefe, 2, march to Army band music during 
a parade to celebrate the Army's birthday June 17 at the Child Development 
Center. The boys and their classmates decorated different styles of hats and 
banners to display during the parade.                                          EMILY TOWER/PV
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H1N1 update
Community transmission of novel H1N1 

influenza appears to be declining in the West 
Point community. 

There have been no positive tests for 
H1N1 from anyone residing on West Point 
since June 15. 

New York City, surrounding communities 
and emergency rooms are reporting fewer 
visits for influenza-like illness although 90 
percent of the cases seen in New York City 
tested positive for H1N1.

Keller Army Community Hospital has 
tested 159 people for influenza to date, and 
only 35 were positive for Type A influenza. 

Of those, 15 definitely had H1N1, and 
most of the others had H1N1. 

Routine testing for influenza and H1N1 in 
those  who are not severely ill or do not have 
underlying health conditions putting them 
at risk for complications is no longer being 
recommended by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention or the New York state 
and New York City Departments of Health. 

Additionally, antiviral medications should 
be prioritized for patients with influenza-
like illness who have underlying conditions 
placing them at higher risk for complications 
or severe illness.

Remember to wash your hands.
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What’s Happening
Sales associate needed

A sales associate is needed to work 
weekends in the DUSA Gift Shop inside the 
West Point Museum. 

Applications are available in the shop.

Sale
The USMA Bookstore is hosting an 

art supply and book clearance sale. The 
bookstore is located on the fourth floor of 
Thayer Hall. 

For more information, call 938-5193.
 
Closures

Mine Torne Road and Stilwell Lake 
will be closed at different times throughout 
the coming weeks to accommodate Cadet 
Summer Training. 

Lake Popolopen will remain open for 
fishing. Mine Torne Road is scheduled to be 
closed from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Friday-Monday, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. July 6 and 16, 5:30-8:30 a.m. 
July 7 and 18, and 3-7 a.m. July 26. 

Stillwell Lake is scheduled to be closed 7 
a.m.-7 p.m. Friday-Monday. 

For more information, call Alec Lazore, 
Range Control manager, at 938-3007.

R-Day reception
Candidates for the U.S. Military Academy 

At Your Leisure

Keller Corner
KACH July closures

All outpatient clinics, laboratory, 
pharmacy and radiology will be closed July 
3 (Independence Day) and July 6 (training 
holiday). 

The emergency room will remain open.

Lab using number system—new 
waiting area

Effective immediately the KACH lab is 
using the number system. 

Stop by the front desk in the main lobby 
to pull a ticket and wait to be called in the 
internal medicine clinic/pharmacy waiting 
area. 

The hours of operation (7 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday) remain the same. 

Educational and Developmental 
Intervention Services 

Not all children develop the same way.
Some need extra help. 

Educat ional  and  Developmenta l 
Intervention Services at KACH identifies 
and helps children from birth to 3 years old 
who show signs of developmental delays 
including speech, motor, problem solving 
and social skills. 

For more information regarding normal 
development or to refer a child, call 938-
6868.

class of 2013 and their Families are invited 
to the R-Day reception from 2-5 p.m. Sunday 
on the lawn of the Holy Innocents Church 
located across the street from the West Point 
Visitor’s Center.

Farmers’ market
The West Point-Town of Highlands 

Farmers’ Market will open for the season 9 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sunday and remain open daily 
through October. 

The market is located in the Village 
Parking Lot across from Sacred Heart 
Church.

Quadricentennial Golf Outing
The Quadricentennial Golf Outing is 

scheduled for July 7 at the West Point Golf 
Course. Registration begins at 10:30 a.m., a 
shotgun start is scheduled for 11 a.m., and a 
barbecue dinner will be served at 5 p.m. 

For more information, including prices, 
call (914) 345-0601, ext. 146, or e-mail pr@
hvmag.com.

Summer Playground Fun
Protestant Women of the Chapel is hosting 

Summer Playground Fun at 9:30-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays throughout the summer. 

West Point children are invited to attend. 

The group will meet at Grey Ghost 
playground Wednesday, Biddle Loop 
playground July 8, New Brick playground 
July 15, Lee Road playground July 22, West 
Point Elementary School playground July 29 
and Biddle Loop playground Aug. 5. 

Parents should bring water and sunblock 
for their children. 

For more information, call Teki Snel at 
446-5920 or twc8454465920@earthlink.
net.

Young Life summer camps
Registration has begun for Young Life’s 

Wyldlife Summer Camp, which takes place 
July 30-Aug. 3 at Lake Champion. Sixth, 
seventh and eighth graders are eligible to 
attend. 

Ninth-12th graders may attend the Young 
Life Summer Camp July 19-24 in Rockbridge, 
Va. 

For more information, contact Nate Cox 
at 938-5386 or visit www.oneill.younglife.
com. 

Bible study
The Protestant Women of the Chapel 

summer Bible study takes place at 7 p.m. 
Thursday nights at the Post Chapel on Biddle 
Loop. 

The group will study “Believing God” by 
Beth Moore. 

For more information or to receive a book 
for the study, contact Robin Meyer at 446-
8798 or robinmeyer@hvc.rr.com.

Volunteer facilitators needed
The Professional Military Ethic Education 

program of the Simon Center for the 
Professional Military Ethic is looking for 
volunteer facilitators. 

Lesson plans and resources are provided 
for each class, and preparatory sessions for 
facilitators are conducted one week before 
each class. 

Classes take place one-three times per 
month during the Commandant’s Hour, 12:50-
1:45 p.m. 

For more information, contact Maj. Chad 
DeBos at 938-3028 or chad.debos@usma.
edu.

West Point Boys Basketball Camp
The West Point Boys Basketball Camp 

takes place July 5-9 for boys ages 8-18. 
Overnight and day slots are available.

For more information, contact Capt. Sean 
O’Keefe at 938-2419 or sean.okeefe@usma.
edu. Ask about military, staff and faculty 
discounts.

Raffle
American Legion Post 28 is raffling a 

motorcycle made by Orange County Choppers 
to raise money for Families of deploying New 
York and Vermont National Guard Soldiers. 

For more information about purchasing 
tickets, call Jason Brownfield at (802) 673-
9712.

Gymnastics day camp
The West Point Gymnastics Club is 

offering gymnastics day camp for children 
ages 7 and older July 6-10 and 13-17.

There will be cheerleading and tumbling 
camps offered as well for those two weeks.

Camp times, fees and paperwork 
needed to participate can be found at www.
westpointgymnasticsclub.com.

Arvin special hours
Arvin Cadet Physical Development 

Center will be open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
5:30 a.m.-6 p.m. July 3 and closed July 4.

Canoe program
All members of the West Point community 

older than 7 may participate in the public 
canoe programs in Constitution Marsh, which 
is located across the Hudson River from West 
Point. 

These guided programs are about three 
hours long and take place on some week 
nights and weekend mornings and evenings 
throughout the summer. 

No experience is required, and equipment 
is provided. Reservations are required. 

For more information, including prices to 
participate, visit www.constitutionmarsh.
org and click on the event calendar. 

Make reservat ions  by e-mai l ing 
marshschedule@gmail.com or calling 265-
2601, ext. 15.

Black and gold awardees
The Black and Gold Volunteer Awards Ceremony was held June 17 at the 
Army Community Service building. This month’s recipients are standing next 
to Garrison Commander Col. Dan Bruno and Installation Volunteer Coordinator 
Jen Pagio are: (left to right) Amy Robert, Braxton Swanke, Deborah Menkins, 
Gwenn Wallace, Jodi Diminick, Diane Storey, Marilyn Shenton, Lenore Lucas 
and Maj. Jeffrey Paine. The volunteer of the month was Shenton for her service 
provided to the Tax Center.                                                    Photo ProVided
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Registration is required. 
For more information, call 938-5658.

Crisis line
Soldiers and their Families can be 

provided up to 12 free, face-to-face, short-
term counseling sessions through the Military 
One Source Crisis Line. 

For more information, call 800-342-9647. 
A Spanish line is available at 877-888-0727. 

For more information, visit www.
militaryonesource.com.

Triathlon training group
A women’s triathlon training group 

will meet through Aug. 30 to prepare for 
the Diamond Girl New York All-Women’s 
Sprint Triathlon at Harriman State Park/Lake 
Sebago. 

The group is led by Certified Personal 
Trainer Dana White. 

For more information, including fee to 
participate, e-mail teamwhitefitness@gmail.
com or call the FMWR Fitness Center at 
938-6490.

Morgan Farm
Morgan Farm Kennels and Stables is 

offering kenneling for the summer. Slots 
still are available for the summer riding 
program. 

Month. 
The contest is open to all children younger 

than 18 of servicemembers and DOD civilians. 
Photos should depict children having fun with 
their Families. Deadline for submission is 
July 31. 

Photos will be on display at ACS until the 
winners are announced in mid-August. 

For more information, including rules 
and submission instructions, visit www.
westpointmwr.com or call 938-0233.

Summer reading program
The West Point Post Library Summer 

Reading Program is continuing through July 
31. 

The program is open to all West Point 
community children ages 3-12. 

For more information, call 938-2974.

Discount oil change
An oil change while you wait includes up 

to five quarts conventional 5W/30 or 10W/30 
motor oil and most standard filters at the West 
Point Auto Shop. 

Special oils and filters are available at an 
additional cost. 

For more information and pricing, call the 
Auto Shop at 938-2074.

Summer swimming
Delafield and Round Pond summer swim 

passes are on sale at Delafield Pond, Round 
Pond and ITR.

 The ponds are open 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
daily. 

For more information, call 938-5158. 

English classes
ACS is hosting English Language Learners, 

an English-as-a-second-language class, from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesdays through July 21. 

Classes are held at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
For more information, call the Relocation 

Readiness Program at 938-3487.

Running group
A beginner’s running group meets at 8 

a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at the 
South Dock. Strollers are welcome. 

Sign-up at the MWR Fitness Center or call 
Kristine Hays at 859-4965.

PowerPoint classes
PowerPoint classes are being offered by 

the ACS Employment Readiness Program. 
Advanced PowerPoint parts I and II is 

scheduled for 10-11:30 a.m. Tuesday and July 
2 at the Army Education Center, Bldg. 683. 

FMWR Blurbs
Craft classes

The FMWR Craft Shop is hosting a 
scrapbooking for beginners class 6-8:30 
p.m. today. 

Registration is required for all classes. 
For more information, call 938-4812.

Sealed bid sale
FMWR Services Division is holding a 

sealed bid sale for a 1991 Jacobsen 4x4 King 
of the Hill tractor, 1994 leaf blower giant VAC 
and 1991 Toro Wheel Horse. 

These items are sold as-is and may be 
viewed through Friday at Round Pond. Each 
item is subject to a minimum bid. 

For more information, call 938-2503. 
A 2000 vacuum grizzly is being sold as-is 

and may be viewed 1-3 p.m. through Friday 
at the Craft Shop. 

The item is subject to a minimum bid. 
For more information, call 938-4915.

Workshop
ACS Employment Readiness is hosting 

a workshop about interviewing and dressing 
for success at 10-11:30 a.m. Friday at ACS, 
Bldg. 622. 

For more information or to register, call 
938-5658.

Safety training
Auto safety training will be mandatory for 

all self-help patrons beginning Wednesday at 
the West Point Auto Shop. 

This training is free and will cover lift 
safety, shop safety, proper disposal of fluids 
and includes a tour of the shop and overview 
of shop rules. 

For more information, call 938-2074.

Newcomer’s orientation
The West Point Newcomer’s Orientation 

and Welcome Brief is scheduled for 8:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. Wednesday at ACS, Bldg. 622. 

A guided bus tour of West Point will 
follow at 1-3 p.m. 

For more information, call 938-4612.

July 4 concert, fireworks
The West Point Band is scheduled to 

perform a free concert at 8 p.m. July 4 at 
Trophy Point with fireworks following the 
show. A rain date has been set for 8 p.m. 
July 5. 

For more information, call 938-2617.

Photo contest
Army Community Services is sponsoring 

a photo contest in honor of Family Fun 

Riding lessons are offered on a weekly 
basis. 

Families of deployed Soldiers receive a 
discount. 

For more information, call 938-3926.

Instructor needed
A certified Les Mills body pump instructor 

is needed to work at the MWR Fitness 
Center. 

If interested, contact Rita Tenuta at 938-
6490 or 446-3630.

Summer trips
For more information about summer trips 

and events upcoming at Youth Services, call 
938-3727, stop by Bldg. 500 or visit www.
westpointmwr.com.

JUNE share prices (as of 6/22)
C Fund —        –  0.62              (10.4655)
S Fund —        –  0.94              (12.6176)
I  Fund —        –  0.91              (14.7388)
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Command 
Channel 8/23
June 25-July 2

Army Newswatch (broadcast times) 
Thursday-Friday, Monday-Wednesday, 

July 2
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

 in the movie theater at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752

NOW SHOWING
Friday     -- Star Trek, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday -- X-Men Origins: Wolverine,
                                  PG-13, 7:30 p.m.

The TheaTer schedule also can be found aT 
 www.aaFeS.coM BBC LifeWorks events

Resident satisfaction survey
The final deadline to return the resident satisfaction 

survey to Balfour Beatty Communities is Tuesday.
Return the survey in the postage-paid envelope. 

Then, go to the Balfour Beatty Communities office 
at 132 Bartlett Loop to fill out an entry form to win 
a flat-screen television.

The winners will be notified by phone by 5 p.m. 
July 3.

Common snakes found in the Hudson Valley
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Many people get frightened when encountering a snake, 
especially if surprised by one resting on a rock, near trash 
piles or skulking out from the clothes dryer.

Although most snakes encountered at West Point are 
non-venomous, caution is still advised as nonvenomous 
snakes can bite when handled or startled. Both venomous and 
non-venomous snakes rarely attack people. Aggressive snake 
behavior is defensive, and its attack posture is a bluff.

There are two venomous snake species that have been 
sighted at West Point.

One venomous species is the timber rattlesnake. It’s 
a species that is also considered threatened in New York, 
according to the New York State Department of Environment 
Conservation at www.dec.ny.gov/.

Timber rattlesnake sightings have occurred in the area 
from Lee housing to the motor pool close to N.Y. Route 218. 
They are identified by their stocky bodies and broad heads. 
They have bands of a yellow/black or gray/black pattern, 
which run horizontally from the belly, across the back and 
end at the belly. 

In spite of the rattlesnakes’ deadly potential, they often 
will try to escape first, bluff an attack second and bite last. 
There are no records of anyone being bitten by a rattlesnake 
at West Point and no recorded bites in New York in the past 
several decades.

 Northern copperheads, another common venomous snake 
known in the lower Hudson Valley, have been seen on post and 
are fairly widespread. Copperheads have a brilliant orange/
tan banding and can perfectly blend in with the fallen autumn 
leaves. The body is chunky, and the snake has a broad head 
with hour-glass shaped bands. This snake prefers rocks and 
ledges, where it can often be found basking in the sun.

The copperhead is more likely to bite than the timber 
rattlesnake, and there have been a few copperhead bites at 
West Point. A cadet hiking near the Lee housing area was 
bitten sometime before graduation. 

The venom of the copperhead is only mildly toxic. It 
usually requires treatment with an antibiotic to prevent 
infections, and the bite can be very painful.

If a venomous snake bites, remain calm. Keeping the 
heart rate down will slow the spread of venom to the rest of 
the body. Move as little as possible and keep the bitten part 
below the level of the heart.

Remove jewelry or tight clothes because venom causes 

tissues to swell. Rings or other constrictions can increase 
tissue damage.

Things not to do after a snake bite also are:
• Do not cut, shock, burn or freeze the wound; 
• Do not apply a tourniquet;
• Do not take or give alcohol.
All snakebites will at least require first aid and antiseptic, 

while bites from venomous snakes require immediate medical 
attention. Keller Army Community Hospital is close, so do not 
delay hospital treatment. The only sure method of treating a 
serious venomous snakebite is antivenin, an antidote to snake 
venom, which is available under a doctor’s care.

Several nonvenomous snakes are also common in the West 
Point area. A common snake is the eastern garter snake, which 
has a thin black body with three yellow to cream-colored 
bands running head to tail. These snakes can enter houses, 
especially in the fall when they are looking for a place to 
hibernate. They are not harmful and can usually be handled 
without being bitten.

The northern water snake has been seen in all West Point 
lakes and ponds. This snake has irregular reddish brown bands 
across a lighter-colored back. 

The water snake is often mistaken for a water moccasin or 
cottonmouth. Water moccasins are not present in New York. 

Although the water snake is harmless, think twice before 
trying to catch it. The water snake can have a rather nasty 
disposition if handled, Christopher Pray, a natural resource 
specialist at West Point, said.

The black rat snake is fairly large, up to five feet or more in 
length and is often seen on the reservation. It is a plain black 
snake with a checkered belly and a slim, muscular body. It 
will sometimes enter buildings in search of mice and nesting 
birds or when looking for a place to spend the winter. This is 
a gentle snake and seldom bites when handled.

The hognose snake is chunky and broad-headed and may 
be either jet black or banded black and white. This snake can 
appear to have a menacing behavior, but it is just an act. 

When cornered, this snake will flatten its head like a cobra, 
hiss loudly, coil and strike at the air. If this display fails, it 
will actually roll over and play dead with its tongue sticking 
out of its mouth. 

The hognose almost never bites and has been found on 
post hiding in stone retaining walls for shelter. 

When encountering a snake, don’t panic. Even though 
many people won’t be able to identify a particular snake, it is 
always a good idea to take a good look at the animal. 

Observe the size, colors, pattern, where the snake was 

found and what it was doing when found. This will help 
professionals trying to catch the snake know what to expect.

To report a snake sighting at West Point, call Pest Control 
at 938-2316 or 938-4050. Pest control will inspect the area in 
which the snake was last seen in an attempt to catch it. 

Natural Resources also will remove snakes. If the snake 
is a New York state protected timber rattlesnake, it cannot 
be moved or interfered with in any way without a permit. 
Natural Resources have these permits and the experience and 
equipment for handling venomous snakes. 

Natural Resources can be reached at 938-7122 or 938-
2314.

This timber rattlesnake was 
tagged with a microchip to 
follow its movements through 
the Natural Resources Branch 
and caught by Jim Beemer 
in 2006 to check the chip. 
The timber rattlesnake is a 
common venomous snake in 
the Hudson Valley and West 
Point. There have been no 
recorded rattlesnake bites at 
West Point and no recorded 
rattlesnake bites in New York 
State for several decades.

DPW NOTES
Test borings for new science center

A DPW contractor will begin making test borings and 
test pits around Bartlett Hall, Bldg. 753, and the Old Cadet 
Library, Bldg. 757, as a part of the design/renovation for the 
new science center this week, weather permitting.  

The contractor will be boring at selected sites close to 
the perimeter and at some interior sites in each building. The 
borings will take about one month to complete. Minimal 
disruption to community members is anticipated.   

For information, contact DPW Customer Relations at 
938-4407.
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Cadets, grads participate with USA Team Handball

Firstie Jason Borchik (#11) takes a shot at the net during USA Team Handball’s game versus Ratekau. USA won the game 
as they finished 3-2 on the trip. Borchik started all five games and scored 11 goals through the Three-Nation’s Handball 
Tournament in Lubeck, Germany.                                                                                                       Courtesy Photos

Army and Community Sports

Submitted by 
Army Team Handball

A youthful USA Team Handball squad 
traveled to Lubeck, Germany, May 31-
June 8 for the Three-Nation’s Handball 
Tournament. 

The USA national team came away with 
a record of 3-2 in five games as three cadets, 
two recent U.S. Military Academy graduates 
and the West Point men’s team handball coach 
participated in the tournament.

Firsties Jason Borchik, Thomas Giordano 
and Preston Pham took part in the tournament 
while former team members, 2nd Lts. Keith 
Fine and John Harmeling, both members of 
the Army World Class Athlete Program, also 
participated in the nine-day trip.

New Army Men’s Team Handball coach 
Maj. Adam Hodges was invited to be an 
assistant coach for USA Team Handball 
head coach Boban Zizovic. Also selected to 
participate in the tournament was 2008-09 
Army team captain 2nd Lt. Brian Walsh, 
but an injury sustained during the 2009 U.S. 
Team Handball Open Nationals in May kept 
him from playing.

The province of Schleswig-Holstein, the 
heart of handball country where Lubeck is 
located, has more than 2,000 professional and 
local club teams in the vicinity. 

The hope of USA Team Handball was to 
travel to a prominent handball location and 
build a base of international experience for 
some of the USA’s rising stars in American 
Handball.

The Three-Nation’s Handball Tournament 
is a stepping stone to the Pan-American 
Division I Team Handball Championships in 
Puerto Rico in November. 

The Pan-American tournament is the next 
qualifying step for the senior men’s national 
team for a place in the 2012 Olympic Games 
in London.

During the tournament, Team USA 
defeated a Bundesliga level four team from 
Neustadt, Germany; the Irish national team; 
and a local all-star team from the city of 
Ratekau. 

Team USA lost to the Luxembourg 
national team and to Bad Schwartau, a second 

level Bundesliga team, which is the equivalent 
of an AAA baseball team in professional 
baseball.

Hodges said the cadets exhibited the 
utmost professionalism in their conduct and 
a high-degree of technical proficiency on the 
handball court.

Borchik started all five games for Team 
USA at the circle position, which is roughly 
the equivalent to the center position in 
basketball, and scored 11 goals, registered 
four blocked shots and added one steal.

Giordano, who started four games and 
split time between the right and left back 

positions, scored eight goals and notched one 
steal. Pham, who primarily played left wing, 
contributed four goals and a steal.

Borchik, Giordano and Pham will form 
the backbone of the 10 returning firsties for 
Army’s Team Handball Black squad, a team 
that is currently the three-time defending 
Men’s Collegiate National Champions.

Hodges saw the trip as an invaluable 
experience for 
h imself  as  a 
coach and, more 
importantly, a 
benefit to the 

three returning cadets.
“I am disappointed that I have to wait 

the summer to have my team back (on the 
court) to get started on (the 2009-10) season,” 
Hodges said. “The game is played at such 
a technically high level in Germany, it was 
almost like watching a different game. Our 
team will reap enormous benefits from me and 
my players having this experience.”

Firsties Jason Borchik (left) and Thomas Giordano go through a defenisve drill during a USA Team 
Handball practice during their trip to Germany.                                                                                                      

Second Lt. John Harmeling, 2008 USMA graduate and member 
of the Army World Class Athlete Program, goes up for a shot 
during a practice.                                                                                                      




