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captain Jevan Willis (uSma 2004), former Southwest outreach officer for the director of 
admissions, receives the guidon from 1st Sgt. Scot cates as the incoming commander of 
headquarters and headquarters company during the change of command ceremony July 
31 while garrison comander col. dan Bruno (right) oversees the passing. Willis replaces 
maj. christopher conn (center). hhc is the company to which all garrison West Point or 
u.S. military academy staff and faculty military are assigned for administrative purposes.  
         John Pellino/DoiM MMB

hhc change of command

girdano, 2007 uSma graduate, killed in afghanistan 
compiled by eric S. Bartelt

Second Lt. Michael R. Girdano, 
Class of 2007, was killed Aug. 
1 in Asadabad, Chowkay Valley, 
Afghanistan, when his vehicle hit 
an improvised explosive device.

Girdano died while supporting 
an Operation Enduring Freedom 
mission with Special Troops 
Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Infantry Division, Fort 
Hood, Texas.

The 23-year-old Engineer 
officer from Apollo, Penn., had 
been deployed to Afghanistan with 
his unit since June.

He is survived by his parents, 
Robert and Cynthia Girdano his 
sister Tina, who is an Airman 1st 
Class stationed at McConnell Air 
Force Base in Kentucky and brother 
Nunzio. 

Girdano, a 2003 graduate 
of Apollo-Ridge High School, 

dreamed of attending the U.S. 
Military Aacademy since a visit to 
West Point when he was in sixth 
grade.

“It was always his dream -- West 
Point,” said Nate Bertino, a close 
friend since grade school. “He was 
going for his dreams. He was proud 
of where he was.”

G i r d a n o ,  a  G e o s p a t i a l 
Information Science major, was 
respected by his instructors.

“Mike majored in Geospatial 
Information Science while  at West 
Point. He was as a wonderful person 
who wanted to make a difference in 
the world,” said Lt. Col. Michael 
Hendricks, academy professor 
in the Dept. of Geography and 
Environmental Engineering.“I was 
Mike’s independent study advisor, 
and I remember him wanting to 
do a project that would help the 
community. He decided on employing 
Global Position Systems technology 

to increase the positional accuracy 
of the orienteering maps on West 
Point.”

“He did a great job, and we will 
be using the results of his work 
for years to come,” Hendricks 
added.

William Kerr, superintendent 
of the Armstrong School District 
and a former superintendent of 
the Apollo-Ridge School District 
remembered his former student 

fondly.
“He was among the best and 

the brightest, and he went on to 
pursue his dream attending West 
Point,” he said. 

After Girdano left to attend 
West Point he always made a point 
to visit the local schools when he 
was home on leave.

Fort Hood is holding a memorial 
service today for Girdano and the 
three other Soldiers who died as 
a result of the explosion. There 
will also be a vigil held at his high 
school football field tonight.

Visitation will be at the Curran-
Shaffer Funeral Home in Apollo 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Aug. 11. 
Burial will be at Plum Creek 
Cemetery in Pittsburgh Aug. 12.

(Editor’s note: This story is a 
compilation of news stories from 
the Post-Gazette and the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review and a release from 
the Department of Defense.)

Web site needs input from 
enlisted medical community
By donna miles
american forces Press 
Service

The Defense Department is 
looking for input from the enlisted 
medical community as it sets 
up a new Web portal that will 
enable medics and corpsmen to 
share lessons learned and suggest 
ways to improve patient care by 
providing a forum for the estimated 
80,000 professionals to exchange 
insights as they share experiences 
and expertise, Dr. Michael E. 
Kilpatrick, director of strategic 
communications for the Military 
Health System, said.

“This portal is going to be an 
effort led by the military medical 
enlisted population for the military 
medical enlisted population,” 
Kilpatrick said. 

The emphasis will  be on 
improving patient care and the 
efficiency of the health care system, 
he said. 

“We want not only to increase 

efficiency, we want to increase 
quality.” 

Input from these professionals 
is key, “because they are the ones 
doing the hands-on work,” he 
added. But first, the DOD wants 
to hear what enlisted medical 
professionals would like in the 
new site. 

“We want them to be the 
architects,” Kilpatrick said. “What 
are the features and design elements 
they want in there?” 

A short online survey became 
available July 24 at www.health.
mil to give servicemembers an 
opportunity to weigh in with their 
thoughts. “This is their opportunity 
to shape something brand new,” 
Kilpatrick said. 

Health Affairs officials will 
compile input received as they 
start building the new portal in 
mid-August. The site is expected 
to be online before Oct. 1 and 
will be password-protected to 
serve the enlisted military medical 
community, Kilpatrick said. 
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The members of the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program are Col. Jeanette McMahon, 
Shelley Ariosto (Garrison), Dan Toohey (Victim Advocate), Maj. Maria Burger (USCC), Maj. Kim Kawamoto 
(ODIA) and Maj. Elizabeth Sicoletti (Dean).

Community members can e-mail McMahon at Jeanette.McMahon@usma.edu for advice or to offer any 
recommendations on the program here.

Cadets also can call the sexual assault support helpline at (845) 591-7215. West Point Soldiers and 
civilians needing assistance can call (845) 938-3369.
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 SolutioN, see page 11

Story and photo by 
Kathy eastwood

Twenty new solar trash bins 
were placed in several areas at 
West Point last week replacing the 
regular trash bins.

“One of  our  goals  is  to 
demonstrate ‘Green Leadership,’ 
said John Dopler, recycling program 
manager. “Not only do we expect 
to reduce collection requirements 
and costs, but because of the 
reduced collection it will have an 
environmental impact in reduced 
emission, fuel, man hours and truck 

traffi c.”
There are several bins in Central 

Area, and others will be placed near 
Trophy Point, Jefferson Hall, Ike 
Hall, Bartlett Hall and Pershing 
Barracks within the next few 
weeks, Frank Piccone, hazardous 
materials branch chief said.

The BigBelly® bins are solar-
powered cordless compaction 
systems that use the sun’s energy 
to compact trash. Their capacity is 
fi ve times that of the ordinary bins, 
according to www.bigbellysolar.
com.

Along with using solar power 

for compacting garbage, the units 
are enclosed, which will keep out 
animals and reduce the number 
of times the cans are serviced, 
possibly saving money. 

Reduced service means a 
reduction in the number of times 
trucks are on the road, which, in 
turn, will reduce emissions, reduce 
fuel consumption and reduce 
manpower.

“We will be monitoring the solar 
units for the next year to document 
the benefi ts. From there we will 
assess where we may include more 
of the units,” Dopler said. “Also, 
the solar units were purchased by 
the Qualifi ed Recycle Program with 
funds from the sale of recyclables 
from West Point.”

The solar bins will reduce 
greenhouse gasses by 80 percent 
and can hold 150 gallons of trash. 
The compaction mechanism exerts 
1,200 pounds of force.

The first BigBelly unit was 
installed in Vail, Colo. Others have 
been placed at Boston’s Fenway 
Park and Faneuil Hall, Baltimore’s 
Inner Harbor and the Alamo in San 
Antonio among others.

West Point going “greener” with solar trash bins

library technician Jim mcenery uses the BigBelly solar trash bin 
outside of grant hall tuesday. West Point has placed 20 energy 
efficient bins, which have solar-powered compactors built in, at 
various locations throughout West Point, including ike hall and 
trophy Point. 
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AUGUST changes  (as of 08/06)
C  FUND         + 1.78 percent
 I  FUND           - 0.23 percent
 S FUND            + 0.82 percent

Local and National News

army parents get more home time  
By army New Service

WASHINGTON -- Military 
mothers of newborns, and certain 
Army parents adopting a child, will 
be able to stay home longer before 
deploying or serving overseas.

The new policy lengthens 
deferments from four to six 
months for new mothers before 
being deployed, assigned to a 
dependent-restricted overseas tour, 
an accompanied overseas tour 
where concurrent travel is denied 
or temporary duty away from their 
home station.

The expanded program also 
applies to military couples who 
adopt a child -- either the mother or 
the father -- following the date the 
child is placed in their home as part 
of the formal adoption process. 

It is up to the couple which of 
them takes advantage of the new 
policy change, officials said. 

They said single mothers or 
single fathers adopting a child also 
are eligible for the program.

“The office of the surgeon 
general did a review and brought 
it to our attention, and so the 
decision was made that this would 
be good for the Army because we 
recognize that that the period of 
time after birth is important for the 
bonding of the mother and child,” 
said Lt. Col. Gerald Conway, chief 
of distribution and readiness in the 
Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Personnel (G-1). “More time 

was preferred than the current Army 
policy, which was four months, and 
so the decision was made to extend 
it to six months.”

Soldiers who were under 
deferments as of Aug. 1 will be 
eligible for the extended six-
month policy, unless waived by the 
individual Soldier concerned.

The policy change coincides 
with the Army’s return to a 12-month 
deployment policy, Conway said, 
and is part of the Army’s effort to 
reset and rebalance the force. 

The extension of this deferment 
period brings the Army in line with 
the Marine Corps at six months. 
The Air Force is four months and 
the Navy is 12 months. 

“This is all part of emphasizing 
the  impor tance  o f  Fami ly, 
rebalancing the force, getting back 
to some predictability, stability for 
Soldiers and Families,” Conway 
said.

“This is the Army’s recognition 
that Family is the foundation of our 
fighting force,” he continued. “We 
recruit Soldiers, we retain Families. 
There’s been some discussion about 
this for awhile and I think Soldiers 
will view this positively just 
because it gives them more time. 
I just look at my own experiences 
when we had our children, I think it 
will be viewed very positively, just 
to give them more time to recover 
and recognizing the importance of 
Family.”

Newcomers  community/
Wellness fair a hit

marah Johnston, 4, has the final parts of a butterfly wing 
painted on her face during the Newcomers fair Wednesday 
at eisenhower hall. families new to West Point could mingle 
with representatives from post organizations and area 
businesses at the fair as well as take in live music, free food 
and other entertainment.                               eMily Tower/PV

For 2008 voting 
assistance questions, 
call the West Point 
Vot ing Assistance 
NCO IC ,  Sg t .  1s t 
Class Harold Lang at 
938-8450.

F o r  a d d t i o n a l 
informat ion about 
ab sent ee  vot i ng , 
you can also go to 
the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program 
Web site at www.
fvap.gov.

Voting 
Assistance
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Community Features and Photos
at exercise prepares West Point for attack 
Story and photos by 
eric S. Bartelt

A plain, white truck rolled up 
to Thayer Gate -- a truck not much 
different than any of the hundreds 
of delivery trucks that pass through 
the gates of West Point on a daily 
basis. However, this truck’s cargo 
contained materials that could have 
created an explosive situation on 
post and the potential loss of many 
lives if not assessed correctly. 

The identification of the driver’s 
improprieties and bogus registration 
were caught by Chenega Security, 
the front gate guards, during an 
Anti-terrorism Exercise July 30 
here.

The Anti-terrorism Exercise, 
which lasted three days from July 28- 
30, tested West Point’s Installation 
Barrier Plan and its Random Anti-
terrorism Measures against the 
possibility of terrorism.

“We only did a portion of (the 
Installation Barrier Plan),” said 
Matthew Cassidy, Directorate of 
Plans, Training, Mobilization and 
Security’s Anti-terrorism officer. 
“We did it to test how long it 
was going to take us to actually 
implement it during working hours 
or at the end of the work day, so we 
can use it for future reference … we 
only tested portions of it because in 
a real world situation we would do 
the whole installation.”

There were a couple of hiccups 
with RAM because West Point 
organizations weren’t getting 

the information passed down in 
an expedient manner by their 
supervisors, Cassidy explained, 
although other areas that were tested 
such as the Garrison Command’s 
Staff Installation Operations Center 
and the Department of Emergency 
Services and the West Point Fire 
Department’s Incident Command 
Post both did quite well during the 
exercise.

It was a three-day exercise, 
but the genesis of it began back in 
June with intelligence messages 
and updates on terrorist activities. 
This exercise completed DPTMS’ 
fifth exercise of the year with one 
more to go with the Mass Casualty 
Exercise planned for late August, 
all of which is required by Army 
regulation.

Cassidy commended the gate 
guards and Military Police for their 
work as well as Steve Osborne 
from the Explosion Detection K-9 
Team and his bomb sniffing dog, 
Jingles.

“I observed the MPs and the 
guards, and they both did an 
outstanding job,” Cassidy said. 
“They don’t get told that very 
often, but they did what they were 
supposed to do throughout the (AT) 
week.”

Kevin Mignone and Joseph 
Zoffoli, members of Chenega 
Security, stopped the truck at Thayer 
Gate, which contained a 55-pound 
blue drum with a white powder 
substance (ammonium nitrate), 
which can be used as an explosive 

device, and a compressor. Mignone 
became suspicious when the driver 
looked very fidgety and couldn’t 
keep his story straight.

“The way the driver was 
changing his stories, double talking 
us … then the big drum in the 
inside corner of the truck with the 
white contents, I thought it was 
suspicious,” Mignone said. “I ran a 
check thoroughly around the actual 
pallet that was there and there was 
a small bag of nitrate in the corner 
hidden behind a box.”

Mignone is more than pleased 
to take part in these exercises 
because he knows it trains him to 
deal with a real-life crisis.

“It prepares you to deal with the 
situation if it ever arises,” Mignone 
explained. “You want to be sharp 
on your tactics and train like you 
work and work like you train 
because it’s all about protecting 
the public.”

Garrison entities, the Dean, 
USCC and other activities were 
involved in the RAM measures that 
also included fire evacuation plans 
and bomb evacuation plans. 

Cass idy  fee l s  the  mos t 
important thing about RAM is 
that if somebody on post sees 
something out of the ordinary, 
report it.

“The Random Anti-terrorism 
Measures are us as individual 
employees of the government, 
either civilian or military, doing 
things that would deter a terrorist 
from trying to attack us,” Cassidy 

sa id .  “Whether  i t  i s 
walking around a building 
or looking at parked cars 
that shouldn’t be there or 
checking the identity of 
people walking into the 
buildings … there is a 
whole process to an attack 
which involves two key 
pieces of surveillance that 
they do with the initial 
surveillance and then the 
secondary surveillance.

“After the surveillance, 
if it’s a hard target,” he 
added, “then they won’t 
attack.”

Cassidy credited many 
outside entities for their 
participation in the Anti-
terrorism Exercises to 
include the FBI who came 
with their EOD personnel 
a n d  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l 

Steve osborne (right) from the explosion detection K-9 team 
here and Jingles, West Point’s bomb dog, check for explosives 
on a truck July 30 during an anti-terrorism exercise here.        
investigators, the New York State 
Emergency Management Office, a 
couple members from the Installation 
Management Command’s Northeast 
Region, the Highland Falls Police, 
an anti-terrorism officer from Fort 
Hamilton and two retired officers 
from Putnam County who helped 
patrol the river areas.

All this plays a big part in 
keeping West Point safe and in 
a constant state of alert against 

terrorist activity even as 9/11 
grows more distant in people’s 
memories.

“Unfortunately, I think most 
people are pre-9/11 right now 
and we’re in a complacent stage 
again,” Cassidy explained. “These 
exercises bring some realism back 
to the fact that (terrorism) can 
happen any day, any place, anytime 
and if we don’t think about it, it can 
happen here.”

Joseph Zoffoli (left in front) and Kevin mignone, chenega Security guards 
who work West Point’s front gates, get help from highland falls Police 
as thayer gate was shut down during a simulated bomb threat July 30 
during an anti-terrorism exercise to help test West Point’s installation 
Barrier Plan and random anti-terrorism measures.        
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Boy Scout Troop 23 conquers the sea
Submitted by troop 23

Sharks, manta rays, barracudas 
as big as a scout and wild seas are 
just some of the encounters the 
scouts from Troop 23 faced during 
their summer trip to the Boy Scouts 
of America’s Florida Sea Base High 
Adventure site.

The idea started in 2006 during 
the trek to New Mexico’s Double 
H ranch when Scoutmasters Bill 
Adams and Cal Christensen were 
looking for different opportunities 
for their scouts to experience. The 
Sea Base site seemed to offer a 
variety of excursions. 

The sea exploration plan was 
decided on, which allowed a 
maximum of 20 scouts to learn 
to navigate and sail a 90-foot 
schooner as well as to have many 
opportunities to snorkel and fish.

Participating in the trip were 
scouts Tyler Christensen, crew 
chief; Tom Gilewitch; Matt Hartke; 
Skyler Hoff; David Jaye; Kyle 
McConnell; Josh McDonald; 
Mike Messitt, assistant crew chief; 
Peter Nelson; Eric Ohlson; Chris 
Palmer; Brandon Rasmussen; 
Marshall Robert; Peter Seidule; 
Mike Theroux; JR Treacy and 
Mike Willis with scout leaders 
Todd Messitt, Bryan Jacoby and 
Christensen.

The scouts spent last year 
performing a variety of fundraisers 
to cover the costs of the trip. This 
followed one of the scout mottoes 
-- a scout is thrifty and strives to 
earn his own way.The Scouts wish 
to thank the community for its 
support, especially the West Point-
Highland Falls Rotary Club, who 
donated money to the crew to help 
offset the cost of the trip.  

Along with fundraising, the 
scouts met monthly to work on 
team-building exercises, planning 
and learning more about sailing 
including working with the cadet 
Sailing Team to learn the mechanics 
of sailing three different-sized 
boats.  

The journey started with a tour 
of Kennedy Space Center where 
the scouts wandered around the 
grounds where history had been 
made, giving the a real sense of just 
how large the rockets actually are 
and what it feels like to blast off into 
space as they experienced a flight 
simulator on rocket launches. 

Day two found them at Sea 
Base in Islamorada, Fla., where 
they repacked their clothes into sea 

bags, passed a vigorous swim test 
and received their issue of snorkel 
gear. 

They then moved to the pier to 
receive instruction on the proper 
techniques for snorkeling.

The next morning, the scouts 
were bussed down to Marathon, 
Fla., to load all of the provisions 
onto the Heritage II of Miami and 
get ready to embark on a trip of a 
lifetime. 

Excitement was in the air. As 
the captain maneuvered the ship out 
of the marina, the scouts quickly 
worked the sails up so the motor 
could be shut down, leaving only 
the sound of the rustling of the sails 
and the crashing of the waves upon 
the bow of the ship.

After two hours of sailing, they 
dropped anchor at Looe Key for the 
first dive. As soon as the scouts hit 
the water, excited calls went out to 
each other to see their discoveries. 
Besides the colorful coral reefs, 
they saw sharks, barracuda, fish 
larger than they and schools of 
multicolored fish. 

Each time the scouts snorkeled, 
they became more adept and were 
able to venture farther from the ship 
with confidence. The highlight of 
the snorkeling was their exploration 
of the sunken vessel, the USS 
Amesbury. The ship’s hull had been 
recaptured by the sea and offered 
many hiding places for the fish and 
other sea creatures. 

Hot days and nights forced the 
scouts to sleep up on deck for many 
of the days. 

The cool breeze of the night 
was a welcome relief from the heat, 
which made sleeping on deck all 
the more appealing. Going to sleep 
under the umbrella of billions of 
bright stars was an added blessing 
as some of the scouts had never 
seen a falling star.

What would a sailing adventure 
be without a port call? Midway 
through the trip, the scouts were 
given shore leave at Key West. 

They spent the day exploring 
the old sea town, looking for 
treasures to bring back with them. 
Most made the trek to the tip of Key 
West that is the farthest south one 

Boy Scout troop 23 member Peter Seidule steers a ship during the troop’s adventure at sea 
at florida Sea Base high adventure in islamorada, fla. troop 23 learned to navigate and sail a 
90-foot schooner as well as snorkel and fish during the trip.                               PhoTo ProViDeD

can go in the United States.
After six days at sea, the scouts 

returned to Sea Base. After checking 
in all of their gear, they were treated 
to a cool shower to rinse off the 
layers of salt and sun screen. 

The evening ended with a luau  
with food and activities for the 
scouts. After a long night in the 
airport awaiting their early morning 
flight, the scouts returned home 
with many adventures to share with 

their friends and Families.  
Opportunities such as this are 

essential to building life skills for 
these young men. 

“As they continue to grow 
in their leadership ability and 
awareness of their responsibility to 
the environment and the nation, they 
join a league of individuals who are 
keenly aware of the importance of 
giving something back to better our 
world,” Christensen said.
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Cadets research cancer during Roswell AIAD
By Sue Banchich
roswell Park cancer 
institute

It’s not easy to earn an 
admission to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, or to 
succeed in the rigorous program 
that  combines intel lectual , 
physical, military and bio-ethical 
preparation. 

So  when  Maj .  Mel i s sa 
Eslinger considered opportunities 
that would enrich the academic 
experiences of four cadets 
interested in cancer research and 
planning an Academic Individual 
Advanced Development for them, 
she looked for an institution that 
would provide the same level of 
challenge. She chose Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute in Buffalo, N.Y 

Founded in 1898, Roswell 
Park is the nation’s first cancer 
research, treatment and education 
center. 

Among other milestones, 
the Institute launched the first 
chemotherapy program in the 
world, developed the PSA test for 
early detection of prostate cancer, 
and was an international leader 
in mapping the human genome. 
It is a National Cancer Institute-

designated Comprehensive Cancer 
Center and a member of the National 
Comprehensive Cancer Network, 
an alliance of the nation’s leading 
cancer centers.

Eslinger, an instructor in the 
Chemistry and Life Sciences 
Depa r tmen t  a t  Wes t  Po in t , 
said she especially values “the 
interdisciplinary, translational 
approach that Roswell takes. Instead 
of an isolated lab experience, you 
can observe the progression from 
thought to bench top to patient care, 
which is not a common experience at 
traditional graduate schools.” 

She speaks from experience 
-- she’s an alumna of the Graduate 
Education Program at Roswell 
Park, where she earned a master’s 
degree with a concentration in 
epidemiology. 

Early in 2008, she arranged 
for the four cadets, “all excellent 
students,” to experience a three-
week intensive introduction to 
cancer research. 

“Currently there are no academic-
year options for cadets to engage in 
cancer research at the Academy,” she 
explained, “but many are interested 
in the field.” 

Firsties Dishanth Krishnagiri, 
Geneva Matthews and Danielle 

Satchell and Cow Samuel Galima, 
whose areas of interest were 
antibiotic resistance, dermatology 
clinical trials and patient care in 
pancreatic or kidney cancer, cancer 
genetics research and breast/ovarian 
patient care and clinical trials and 
general patient care, respectively, 
spent their three-week AIADs 
learning from different mentors.

What’s the attraction? “I 
hope to become involved in 
pharmacogenetics and begin 
investigating how drugs and 
chemicals affect and interact with 
biological systems,” Krishnagiri 
said. “I want to be involved in 
research that will ultimately lead 
to the discovery and development 
of better therapeutics.” 

He moved closer to that goal 
with the guidance of two Roswell 
Park mentors, Medical Oncologist 
Brahm Segal, M.D., and Sandra 
Gollnick, Ph.D., Associate Member 
in Cell Stress Biology.

Satchell said she hopes to gain 
insight into “the mechanisms of 
tumorigenesis (the develoment of 
tumors), which will provide us 
with better ways to prevent and 
treat cancer.” 

Having witnessed the effects of 
breast and ovarian cancer on Family 

members and friends, she chose to 
focus her Roswell Park experience 
on cancer genetics, working with 
Carolyn Farrell, MS, RN, WHCNP, 
CGC, Director of Roswell Park’s 
Clinical Genetics Service.

Farrell, who served as guest 
lecturer for three classes at West 
Point in the fall of 2007, finds great 
satisfaction in teaching aspiring 

scientists and clinicians. 
“Genetics is going to have an 

increasing impact on health care,” 
she said, “and I like to do what I 
can to foster the growth of young 
professionals in that arena.”

Eslinger added, “I’m excited 
that the cadets get to come to 
Roswell Park for this opportunity. 
I had a great experience here.” 

firstie danielle Satchell, right, begins her work in cancer genetics 
research under the direction of carolyn farrell, mS, rN, WhcNP, 
cgc, director of roswell Park’s clinical genetics Service.                        
     PhoTo CourTesy of roswell Park CanCer insTiTuTe 



7August 8, 2008

DODEA Community Strategic Plan for 2006-2011 - What’s New?
BACK TO SCHOOL INFORMATION

Welcome from District Superintendent
Welcome to the West Point Schools and School Year 2008-2009. It is an exciting time to be a student in school and we 

are honored to have the opportunity to serve the school age dependents of the military living aboard this installation.
The West Point Schools are part of the Department of Defense Education Activity, which serves the children of the military 

around the world.  More specifically the West Point Schools are part of the DODEA sub-group called the Domestic Dependents 
Elementary and Secondary Schools. The DDESS leadership is located in Peachtree City, Ga., and provides direct support to all 
of the DODEA schools located in the United States, Puerto Rico and Cuba.

Our efforts are guided by the DODEA Community Strategic Plan 2006-2011.  The plan can be found at www.dodea.edu 
in its fullest context. Our main focus is Goal 1: Highest Student Achievement and there are three additional goals that provide 
the support and resources to obtain the goals we have set for student achievement.  You will hear much more about our School 
Improvement efforts from your individual schools. The CSP is also aligned with our accrediting agency of AdvancED.

My district includes the schools located in Virginia (Quantico and Dahlgren), West Point and Puerto Rico.  Gary Gerstner, 
Assistant Superintendent for the New York and Virginia schools, along with Carmen Arroyo, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent 
for Puerto Rico, are my right arm in many ways as they provide the on-site and day-to-day support of our schools. While my 
travel schedule requires that I am often away from the district office, I want you to know that Mr. Gerstner and Dr. Arroyo 
have my full support in working topics in my absence and they always know how to reach me if needed.

Your diligence in following the chain of communication is requested and will be most appreciated, in the event that you find 
it necessary to discuss an issue or concern. I urge all to contact the appropriate individual at the school level before referring 
matters to the Superintendent’s office, DDESS Area Office or DODEA headquarters office. This will maximize the opportunity 
for prompt resolution. It is my hope that we will continue to work together to assure that an exemplary educational program 
is provided for all our students and their Families. 

I truly feel that we have an awesome opportunity to work with the students and Families across this installation. The 
partnership that is solidly in place with the installation command along with the partnership we develop with the Families 
each year is what makes us an exceptional school system. We are committed to sharing in the responsibility of educating your 
child(ren), and we look forward to working with you to make this year a successful educational experience. 

I anticipate a successful educational year for our students and teaching staffs, and I look forward to meeting you when 
I am visiting our schools.  

Michael A. Gould, District Superintendent, DDESS NY/VA/PR 

Submitted by
West Point Schools

As we begin the new school 
year, the Department of Defense 
Education Activity will continue 
with the Community Strategic 
Plan for the years 2006-2011, 
whose focus began in 2000 with 
our first strategic plan. This plan 
provides the strategic direction 
for all DODEA components, yet 
allows the flexibility to address 
unique issues and challenges that 
each program and each community 
must address. The plan offers a road 
map for keeping DODEA in the 
forefront in advancing the DOD’s 
agenda for education, as a leader 
in the nation for improving student 
performance and achievement.

The process used to develop 
this five-year plan included 
representation from DODEA 
constituents around the globe. 
This leadership team of parents, 
military leaders and educators 
met in February 2006 where they 
reevaluated the existing plan 
and research. The revised plan 
was reviewed by the Dependents 
Education Council which consists 
of senior military members from 
commands  wor ldwide .  The 

document includes a 
vision, mission, guiding 
principles, four goals, 
outcomes, measures and 
milestones.  

The four goals have 
r e m a i n e d  c o n s t a n t , 
although there have been 
changes to the outcomes, 
measures and milestones 
from the first Strategic 
P l a n .  A m o n g  o t h e r 
directions, please note 
the following under each 
goal: 

• Goal 1
- P K - 2 -  s e l e c t e d 

subjects
-Reading at grade 9
-Writing Assessment, grades 

5, 7, 9.
• Goal 2 -- To ensure a more 

efficient management system of 
facilities, equipment and materials, 
new milestones incorporating an 
automated Life Cycle Data System 
are included.

• Goal 3  --  An Outcome 
Milestone that requires DODEA 
to implement an integrated system 
for financial, procurement, logistics 
and information technology to 
streamline the acquisition process 
and enhance productivity and 

accountability is included.
• Goal 4 Outcome -- A focus 

on establishing partnerships with 
educational organizations and local 
education agencies to promote 
smooth transitions and high quality 
educational programs for school-
age children of military Families. 

There are new milestones to 
enhance DODEA’s communication 
systems to ensure a comprehensive 
and consistent communication 
sys tem i s  used  throughout 
DODEA.

• DODEA will develop system- 
wide standards for effective 

communication.
•  D O D E A  w i l l 

establish a system for 
evaluat ing effec t ive 
communication.

•  Al l  l eve ls  wi l l 
develop internal and 
external communication 
plans.

•  Al l  l eve ls  wi l l 
b e  i n  c o m p l i a n c e 
with the established 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
standards.

For more details, visit 
http://www.dodea.edu/
csp/.

V I S I O N :  
Communities investing in success 
for all students.

MISSION: The Department 
of Defense Education Activity 
provides, in military communities 
worldwide, exemplary educational 
programs that inspire and prepare 
all students for success in a global 
environment.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
Student achievement … a 

shared responsibility
Trust and respect for other’s 

rights
Unlimited opportunities to 

reach high expectations
Dedication to lifelong learning
Equal  access  to  qual i ty 

education
New and motivating challenges 

to inspire excellence
Total accountability with 

teamwork
Success for all students first.

School Accreditation: Schools 
in the New York and Virginia 
DDESS District were accredited 
by the North Central Association. 
West Point Elementary and Middle 
Schools were awarded continuing 
accreditation in 2006-07, after 
meeting the high standards set 
forth by NCA and a visiting team of 
educators. Accreditation will remain 
current for five years. Effective 
July 2007, the NCA merged 
with the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools to create 
a new accrediting agency called 
AdvancED.  AdvancED becomes 
the new accrediting agency for the 
West Point schools at the end of the 
current cycle.    

Useful Web sites:
DODEA -- http://www.dodea.

edu 
D D E S S  - -  h t t p : / / w w w.

am.dodea.edu
West Point Elementary School 

-- http://www.am.dodea.edu/
NY_VA/westpoint/elementary/

West Point Middle School 
-- http://www.am.dodea.edu/
NY_VA/westpoint/middle/

Parking for parents and visitors is permitted only in the lower parking lot to 
the right as you enter Barry Road.  Signs clearly indicate this area. 

 Handicapped parking is clearly marked and is located in the bus loop area.  Only 
those vehicles with legal handicapped parking permits are allowed in this area.  

The “15 minute” parking spaces are to be used to deliver/pick up something 
at school.  

Please do not park in the band housing area. Use the lower parking lot as 
mentioned above. 

In the interest of the safety of the children, please abide by these parking 
regulations.

KISS & DROP AREA  
Please drop your child off at the designated area. Too many parents are not 

modeling the proper and safe way to get students to school. It is imperative that 
all parents use this area to dropoff or pickup their children.  

The Administrative Parking Area is NOT a dropoff or pick up area. This area 
is closed to all traffic during arrival and dismissal for both schools.   

The USMA School Resource Officer will be notified when community members 
disregard the clearly posted Kiss & Drop procedure. Thanks so much for keeping 
our children safe.

School Parking
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Submitted by
West Point Schools

The West Point Elementary and 
Middle Schools extend a hearty 
welcome to new and returning 
students and Families who will be 
with us during SY 2008-2009. 

This section contains 
important information regarding 
school opening and activities that 
take place before the opening of 
school. 

Please read all the information 
carefully.

SCHOOL BEGINS
Parents of students in grades 

Pre-K-4 should have received 
an information letter from the 
principal dated Friday. 

Additional information for 
students in Pre-K and Kindergarten 
is noted separately in this article. 
Please see information below. 
Students in grades 1-8 will report 
to school Thursday.

NORMAL SCHOOL HOURS
Middle School (Grades 5-8)
7:45 a.m. - 2:09 p.m.
Elementary (Grades K-4)
8:35 a.m. - 2:40 p.m.
Preschool
A.M. -- 8:45 - 11:05 a.m. 
P.M. -- Noon - 2:20 p.m.

EARLY RELEASE HOURS
Middle School -- 10:30 a.m.
Elementary -- 11:15 a.m.
AM Preschool -- 11 a.m.
NO PM Preschool

NEW PARENT ORIENTATION
There will be a brief orientation 

session for parents of new students 
entering the West Point Schools. 
The Elementary School will hold 
its meeting Aug. 12, at 4:30 p.m. 

The Middle School meeting 
will be held Aug. 13, at 1 p.m. 
Both meetings will take place in 
the Middle School Auditorium, 
Bldg. 705.

“WHO WILL BE MY 
TEACHER?”

The  E lemen ta ry  Schoo l 
c lass room ass ignments  for 
2008-2009 will be posted at school 
front doors Aug. 13 at 3:30 p.m.

REGISTRATION 
PROCEDURES

New students are encouraged 
to register for school as soon as 
possible after moving on post.

To formally enroll a child in 
a DODEA school, the following 

documentation is required:  
• DODEA Form 600 (signed by 

sponsor only)
• Sponsor’s PCS Orders
• Verification of date of birth, 

such as the child’s birth certificate
• Verification that the student is 

an eligible dependent
• One of the following:
 * 90/180-day housing letter 

(child listed as permanent 
resident)

 * Copy of the first and third 
pages of lease agreement

• Immunization record
• Physical Exam completed 

within the last 12 months if child 
will be participating in sports (not 
required for Elementary School).

Add i t iona l  fo rms  to  be 
completed at registration:

• Internet Agreement
• Race/Ethnicity and Home 

Language (Form 600A)
• Blanket Permission Form
• Signed Request for Records
• Health History Form
• G u i d a n c e  C o u n s e l o r 

Information Letter.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN INFO
S c r e e n i n g  f o r  a l l  P r e -

Kindergarten students will take 
place at the West Point Elementary 
School, Bldg. 705A, Thursday 
through Aug. 22, between 8 a.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. 

A letter containing the name 
of your child’s Pre-K teacher 
and to which session they are 
assigned, plus information about 
how to schedule the screening, 
was sent this week. Please read the 
letter carefully as it contains very 
important information.

Aug. 25, there will be two one-

hour Pre-K sessions at:
A.M. Session -- 8:45-9:45 a.m. 
P.M. Session -- Noon-1 p.m.

Aug. 26, regular morning and 
afternoon sessions will begin.

KINDERGARTEN INFO
Kindergarten parents are invited 

to attend a kindergarten orientation 
with their student on the fi rst day 
of school --Thursday, from 9. to 10 
a.m. (students will leave with their 
parents at 10 a.m.).

Th i s  mee t ing  wi l l  g ive 
parents an opportunity to become 
acquainted with the Kindergarten 
program, give the children a chance 
to meet their teacher and see the 
classroom.

Kindergarten screenings will 
be conducted Thursday in the 
afternoon, all day Aug. 15 and 
Aug. 18-19 in the afternoon only.  
Classes will meet for two (1/2 
day) morning sessions on Aug. 18 
and 19. 

Beginning  Aug. 29, students 
will begin regular full day sessions. 
Hours are 8:35 a.m. – 2:40 p.m.  

HOMESCHOOL INFO
For detailed informatioin about 

homeschooling, please contact 
the West Point School principals 
at 938-2923 (Grades 5-8) or 
938-2313 (Grades PreK-4).

SPECIAL NEEDS
For detailed information 

aboout special needs, please 
contact the West Point School 
principals at 938-2923 (Grades 
5-8) or 938-2313 (Grades PreK-4) 
or Rhonda LaVenuta, Coordinator 
of Pupil Personnel Services at 
938-4914 or via e-mail at Rhonda.

Buses will follow routes as indicated below and the times 
listed are estimated. (Estimated times are shown.) 

Please be sure to have your children at the bus stop at 
the time specified. Once a firm time has been set, students 
must be at bus stops five minutes earlier. 

Buses will stop only at the points indicated.  Buses will 
arrive at school between 7:35 – 7:45 a.m.

ROUTE 2: 
(0724) Patterson Loop Entrance 
(0725) Radiere Loop Entrance 
(0726) Stop at Wayne Entrance for the following courts:
           Wayne (Qtrs 3071 thru 3076)
           Wyllys (Qtrs 3083 thru 3088)
           Von Steuben (Qtrs 3057 thru 3062)
(0727) Stop at Parsons Entrance for the following courts: 
           Parsons (Qtrs 3043 thru 3048)
           Sherburne (Qtrs 3052 thru 3056)
           McDougall (Qtrs 3032 thru 3037)
(0728) Machin (Qtrs 3023 thru 3031)
(0729) Stop at Knox(Qtrs 3011 thru 3014)
(0730) Stop at Duportail(Qtrs 3001 thru 3003)

ROUTE 3:  
(0725) Partridge and Schofield (Lusk Area)
(0726) Partridge and Stewart (Lusk Area)
(0728) Qtrs 378 Mills Road
(0729) Smith Place (Svc Rd @ Qtrs 42A)  
(0730) Rear of Qtrs 25A (Svc Rd)
(0731) Qtrs 5 Thayer Road
(0733) Qtrs. 109D Washington Rd
(0734) Qtrs. 118 A&B Washington Rd

ROUTE 4: 
(0724) Stop at Lamb Entrance for the following courts:
           Green (Qtrs 3004 thru 3010)
           Kosciuszko (Qtrs 3015 thru 3018)
           Lamb Place (Qtrs 3019 thru 3022)
           Meigs (Qtrs 3038 thru 3042)
(0725) Stop at Putnam Entrance (Qtrs 3049 thru 3051)
(0726) Stop at Lord Stirling (Qtrs 3063 thru 3070)
(0727) Stop at Webb Entrance (Qtrs 3077 thru 3082)
(0729) Heath Loop Bus Shelter (Rear)
(0730) Heath Loop Entrance (Lamp Post @ Qtrs 3140F)
(0735) DeRussey Rd & Stony Lonesome Rd

MIDDLE SCHOOL BUS SCHEDULE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BUS SCHEDULE
Buses will follow routes as indicated below and the times listed 

are estimated. (Estimated times are shown.) 
Please be sure to have your children at the bus stop at the time 

specified until a more firm time develops. Once a firm time has been 
set, students must be at bus stops five minutes prior. 

Buses will stop only at the points indicated. Students will arrive 
at school between 8:25 and 8:35 a.m.

ROUTE 1: SPECIAL PICK UPS - Parents will be contacted by the 
WPS transportation officer with pick-up times.   

ROUTE 2:  
(0810) Building 1207, CDC (Kindergarten ONLY)
(0815) Bus Stop at Kosziuszko for the following courts:

     Kosciuszko (Qtrs 3015 thru 3018)
     Green (Qtrs 3004 thru 3010)

(0816) Bus Stop at Meigs for the following courts:
     Meigs Court (Qtrs 3038 thru 3042)
     Lamb Place (Qtrs 3019 thru 3022)

(0817) Bus Stop at Putnam (Qtrs 3049 thru 3051) 
(0818) Bus Stop at Lord Stirling (Qtrs 3063 thru 3070)
(0819) Bus Stop at Webb (Qtrs 3077 thru 3082)

ROUTE 3: 
(0812) Bus Stop at Wyllys for the following courts:

     Wyllys (Qtrs 3083 thru 3088)
     Wayne (Qtrs 3071 thru 3076)

(0813) Bus Stop at VonSteuben (Qtrs 3057 thru 3062)
(0814) Bus Stop at Parsons (Qtrs 3043 thru 3048)
(0815) Bus Stop at McDougall (Qtrs 3032 thru 3037)
(0816) Bus Stop at Machin (Qtrs 3023 thru 3031)
(0817) Bus Stop at Knox Place (Qtrs 3011 thru 3014)
(0818) Bus Stop at Duportail (Qtrs 3001-3003)
(0823) Bus Stop at Ruger Rd. & Howard Rd.

ROUTE 4:   
(0815) Radiere Loop Entrance 
(0816) Radiere Loop Rear Stop (Qtrs 3130A)  
(0818) Heath Loop Bus Shelter (Rear)
(0819) Heath Loop Entrance (Lamp Post @ Qtrs 3140F)

ROUTE 5:   
(0805) Partridge and Schofield (Lusk Area)
(0806) Partridge and Stewart (Lusk Area)
(0810) Patterson Loop Entrance
(0811) Patterson Loop Rear Stop (Lamp Post @ Qtrs 3110A)
(0814) Bus Stop at Sherburne (Qtrs 3052 thru 3056)
(0820) Qtrs 378 Mills Road
(0821) Smith Place (Svc Rd @ Qtrs 42A)  
(0822) Wilson Road/Kingsley Hill Corner
(0822) Rear of Qtrs 25A (Svc Rd.)
(0824) Qtrs 5 Thayer Road
(0828) Qtrs 109 Washington Rd.
(0829) Qtrs. 118 A&B Washington Rd
(0825) Qtrs. 118 A&B Washington Rd

LUNCHLUNCH
THURSDAYTHURSDAY

OVEN BAKED CHICKEN NUGGETS OR HOTDOG ON A BUN, OVEN BAKED CHICKEN NUGGETS OR HOTDOG ON A BUN, 
CORN NIBBLETS CORN NIBBLETS 

 CHILLED FRUIT CUP CHILLED FRUIT CUP
AUG. 15AUG. 15

PLAIN OR PEPPERONI PIZZA PLAIN OR PEPPERONI PIZZA OROR TUNA SALD WRAP,  TUNA SALD WRAP, 
GREEN BEANS GREEN BEANS 

CHOCOLATE PUDDING CHOCOLATE PUDDING 
CHILLED PINEAPPLECHILLED PINEAPPLE

LaVenuta @am.dodea.edu.

SCHOOL BUS INFORMATION
•Separate buses run for WPES 

and WPMS. Bus route signs will be 
posted in the bus window. Bus route 
schedules with the locations of the 
bus stops are to the right.

Please note the times listed 
on the schedules are estimated 
times. Students are asked to be 
at their designated bus stop fi ve 
minutes before the times stated 
on the schedule. Parent and 
student cooperation will be greatly 
appreciated in this matter. 

•Late Bus: There will be no 
after school late bus.

•Child Care: If your child needs 
special bus arrangements for child 
care purposes, please be sure to 
submit your request in writing 
through your child’s teacher to 
Eileen Ellingsen. 

•Before and After School 
Program: If your child requires 
bus transportation for the before 
and after school program through 
School Age Services, you are 
required to have a permission slip 
on fi le at the school in which your 
child is enrolled.  

Please be sure to complete the 
necessary form at SAS.  

This form also is available at the 
WPES Registrar’s Offi ce.

•High school buses will be 
coordinated directly through the 
O’Neill High School Transportation 
Offi cer, 446-4738, ext. 225. Bus 
Schedules will be published in the 
Aug. 29 Pointer View.

CONTACT/GENERAL INFO
School information can be 

found on the West Point e-mail 
system, under ‘Public Folders.’ 
Various information pertaining to 
the schools will be posted at these 
locations. 

School administrators, teachers 
and staff at the West Point Schools 
can be contacted by e-mail using 
the following format: 

F i r s t N a m e . L a s t N a m e @
am.dodea.edu.

Phone Numbers:    
Elementary School Office – 

938-2313/3827/2997
Middle School Office – 

938-2923
Superintendent’s Office/Log. 

Management Spec./Transportation 
– 938-3506

Assessor’s Office/Pupil 
Personnel Office - 938-4919

Human Resource Office – 
938-2226

When the weather is inclement, parents are urged 
to check if school is in session before dropping  their 
children off.

Check the following sources  to see if the school 
is closed: Post Command Channel 23, Weather 
Hotline 938-7000 or listen to WGNY (1220 AM), 
WHUD (100.7 FM), WSPK (104.7 FM).

MEDICATION GUIDELINES
If a child requires medication during the school day, the parent/

guardian must bring the medication to the school nurse in the original 
container from the physician/pharmacy and complete the proper 
authorization form (a hold harmless letter) with the school nurse. 

The school nurse administers all medication.

The school staff welcomes parents to visit their child’s classroom. Parents are 
encouraged to participate in parent-faculty activities, to observe school assemblies, 
to eat lunch with their child, to participate in conferences with school personnel and 
to volunteer as a reader tutor, or in any capacity indicated by the teacher.

In accordance with DODEA Regulation 4700.2, DODEA Internal Physical 
Security, West Point Schools ensures the safety of all children. Therefore, it is 
imperative that all visitors sign in at the school office and obtain a visitor’s badge, 
which must be worn at all times. 

Parents’ visits to classrooms are limited to the classes in which their children 
are enrolled. When parents are observing in the classroom, siblings may not 
accompany them. 

If you wish to visit a particular segment of your child’s day, we ask that you 
send a note to the teacher(s) involved. This not only helps in avoid scheduling 
conflicts but is also an appreciated professional courtesy. 

Parents are welcome to observe at any time when testing is not in progress and 
provided the normal teaching process is not interrupted. Parents visiting classrooms 
are asked not to engage the teacher in conversation as this takes away from the 
instructional process. If you wish to confer with the teacher, please call the school 
and schedule an appointment.

Visiting children in school

School Lunch program information
The West Point Schools are 

participants in the National School 
Lunch Program. 

The lunch program is regulated 
and subsidized by the state and 
federal governments and meets the 
standards for nutrition set by the 
State Department of Education and 
the U.S.D.A.   

The cafeteria offers three 
different entrees every day.  

The entrée choice is made each 
morning in the classroom and 
sent to the cafeteria.  A hot lunch 
includes entrée, vegetable, fruit 
and milk.

Please call Georgi Nappo, Child 
Nutrition Director AT 938-3737 
with questions or concerns. 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: If you 
plan on joining your child for lunch 
on any given day, please advise 
your child’s teacher.  Extra Food 
Prep is required. 

jumbo pretzel $.75; on-premises 
baked cookies $.75; snack bags 
(baked and reduced fat) $.75; Nutri-
Grain Bar $.75; 4 oz. 100 percent 
juice cup $.40; 10 oz. 100 percent 
juice bottle $1;Poland Springs 
Bottled Spring Water $1; (All à 
la carte snacks are purchased on 
a cash only basis and prices and 
selections are subject to change.)

-- 20 lunches = $35. Middle -- 20 
lunches = $38. 

Please send in your check or 
cash in an envelope marked with 
specifi c instructions as to how your 
money should be allocated with the   
student’s name, teacher and what 
you are purchasing.   

Any checks or cash received 
with inadequate or no instructions 

w i l l  b e 
returned. 

W e  e n -
c o u r a g e 
participation 
in our pre-paid 
lunch program. 
This eliminates 
the possibility 
of lost money. 
P a r e n t s  a r e 
responsible for 
tracking their 
ch i ld ’s  p re -
paid meals and 
replenishing 
m o n e y  a s 
needed.

P r e - p a i d 
checks must 

be written for the exact amount 
required.  No change will be given 
to a student whose lunches are pre-
paid.  Reminder:  All of our lunches, 
milk and snacks may be purchased 
on a daily basis with cash.

Special Dietary Needs: If your 
child has special dietary needs 
because of medical reasons, please 
send in a note from the doctor 
stating the problem and listing 
exactly what the child may eat or 
drink. If a specifi c brand name is 
required, please state the name 
brands in the offi cial request. 

Charging: Lunches may be 
charged a maximum of three times.  
You will be notifi ed by note through 
your child (so check those back 
packs) when he or she has charged 
lunch. Payment must be made the 
following day.  

If payment is not received by 
the fourth charge, the students will 
be given a peanut butter-and-jelly 
sandwich and milk. The cost for 
this service is $1.40.  No charging 
will be permitted after April 30. No 
exceptions to this written policy 
will be allowed. We discourage 
charging at all times.

Free and Reduced Lunch 
applications will be sent home 
with the students the fi rst day of 
school. 

Complete and return them as 
soon as possible to Georgi Nappo, 
Program Director.

Payment
All of our lunches, milk and 

snacks may be purchased on a daily 
basis with cash.  

We offer a pre-paid meal 
tracking system for the lunch and 
the à la carte milk.   

You may purchase hot lunches 
or lunch milk in advance by sending 
in a check/cash for any dollar 
amount for any number of children 
you have in the school; make the 
check payable to West Point Lunch 
Fund. 

We find that purchasing 20 
lunches at a time works best for 
parental meal tracking.  Elementary  

Lunch program:
•Daily lunch (includes milk)
•À la carte milk (for brown 

baggers) 
•À la carte snacks (pretzel, ice 

cream, cookie, etc.) 
Cafeteria Costs for Lunch 
Program                    

•Lunch -- (K-4) $1.75 daily;   
Middle (5-8) $1.90 daily; ($.25 
Reduced or Free – must apply to 
qualify)      

•À la carte Milk -- $.40  
•À la carte Snacks -- Good 

Humor ice cream novelty $1; baked 

School information for West Point parents
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By Jim leppla
West Point aafeS

As students (and parents) at 
West Point ready for the beginning 
of a new school year, the Army 
& Air Force Exchange Service is 
preparing to help military Families 
get back to class for less.

While the PX already began 
rolling out discounts on this year’s 
“must have” fashions and supplies, 
special buys will move to the head 
of the class now as a 24-page 
circular chock full of discounted 
lunch boxes, backpacks, shoes and 
more hits the exchange.

The mathematics lesson in 

Shoppers get back to school savings  
smart shopping will continue 
through August as laundry bags, 
storage containers and anything 
else a student may need to get back 
to school will be discounted up to 
40 percent.  

 “AAFES’ buying staff has done 
its homework over the past year 
and we’re ready to pass the savings 
lessons on to authorized shoppers,” 
said the exchange’s Rick Evans. 
“Even though we’ve crammed to 
deliver the best ‘back to school’ 
shopping experience possible, 
we’re always prepared to match the 
lowest local price to ensure military 
Families are getting the best value 
for their ‘back to school’ dollars.”   

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
David Fiaschetti -- 446-2601

Marc Franciskowicz -- 859-4375
Pete Kilner - -446-2188

Russ LaChance -- 446-2707
Frank Saffen -- 859-4767

The first School Board Meeting will take place Sept. 3 2008 at 4:30 PM.  Once a schedule 
is determined for the school year, it will be published through the school newsletters and 
on the USMA Public Folders Bulletin Board. 

Meetings are open to the public and will take place in the Middle School Conference 
Room/Superintendent’s Office, Bldg. 705. 

If you are interested in receiving an e-mail copy of the School Board Agenda prior to the 
meetings, please send your e-mail address to Eileen.Ellingsen@am.dodea.edu. 

Your address will be added to a distribution list.  A copy of the agenda will be published on 
the USMA Public Folders Bulletin Board and the Command Channel prior to the meeting.   

 
PTO BOARD MEMBERS

President -- Amy Cuviello -- 859-4708
Vice President -- Lisa Lachance -- 446-2707

Secretary -- Amy Crispino -- 859-4751
Treasurer -- Rebecca McNabb -- 859-4193 
Board Liaison -- Lisa Kucik -- 859-4776

Delivery problems?
for PV hoMe DeliVery ProBleMs ConTaCT Charlene MarTin aT The 

PoughkeePsie Journal aT (845) 437-4730 or By e-Mail aT cmmartin@
poughkee.gannett.com.
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Community Leisure
FMWR Blurbs

Bike rodeo rescheduled
The annual Bike Rodeo which 

was rained out last weekend is 
Saturday at the PX parking lot at 10 
a.m. and  is open to kids ages 5-12 
who reside at West Point, the Town 
of Highlands or whose parent is a 
DOD employee.  

Chi ldren can learn bike 
safety and test their skills on the 
proficiency course.  

To become a Bike Rodeo 
volunteer, call 938-3655. 

hog Wild Party
The Hog Wild Party at Round 

Pond is Aug. 16 from 1-8 p.m. at 
the Round Pond Rec Area. 

There will be fun for the whole 
family to include a pig roast, 
mechanical bull rides, pony rides, 
free swimming and rentals and 
live entertainment featuring “Plain 
Jane.” 

For info, call 938-2503.

create your own haunted 
hayride scene

Create your own scene for the 
2008 FMWR Haunted Hayride that 
will be held Oct. 30, 6:30-9 p.m. at 
the Round Pond Rec Area. 

This is open to departments, 
Families, and Town of Highlands 
residents.  

E-mail scene concepts to peter.
spinning@usma.edu no later than 
Sept. 1.  

For info about other ways to get 
involved,  call 938-2503.

2008 Soldier Show
The 2008 Army Soldier Show, 

taking place at Ike Hall Oct. 19, is 
looking for local talent to perform 
on stage during the finale. 

You must be active duty to 
be eligible. Deadline for the 
competition entry is Sept. 15.  

Contact Sheryle Miller at 
938-6497 for morel information.

golf “Scramble in the dark”
The West Point Golf Course 

is hosting its first “Scramble in 
the Dark” Aug.15 with an 8 p.m. 
shotgun start.  

The format is an 9-hole 4-person 
team Scramble and is open to active 
duty, retired military, reservists and 
DOD civilian employees and their 
guests.  

Registration ends Thursday at 
dusk. For info, call 938-2435.

right arm Night
Right Arm Night is Aug. 28 

,starting at 4:30 p.m., at the West 
Point Club’s Benny Haven’s Lounge 
and features complimentary snacks 

and a carving station. 
A cash bar will be available, 

and it is open to all departments 
and directorates. Bring your “right 
arms.” 

For info, call 938-5120.

Quarterback luncheon 
tickets

Tickets for West Point Club 
Quarterback Luncheons go on sale 
Monday, and the first luncheon 
is Aug. 27 in preparation for the 
Temple game.

Food line opens at 11:30 a.m. 
Luncheon begins at noon.

For more info, call 938-5120. 

army family team Building
Volunteers are needed for 

the Army Family Team Building 
program. 

Opportunities are available 
for AFTB instructors and master 
trainers. Call 938-3773 for info.

fitness instructors needed
Les Mil ls  Body Combat 

instructors are needed. 
Contact the FMWR Fitness 

Cen te r  fo r  more  i n fo  and 

certification dates at 938-6490.

childcare co-op
The childcare co-op at the 

FMWR Fitness Center is open 
Monday-Friday from 8:45-11:15 
a.m.  in accordance with the West 
Point Elementary School calendar 
to parents with FMWR Fitness 
Center and CDC/YS privileges.  

Parents must complete a brief 
VCCUS Training administered 
by the CDC, and children must be 
registered with CDC/YS.   

For info, call 446-5140. 

Swimming
Both Delafield and Round Pond 

swim areas are open daily for the 
summer, weather permitting.  

Delafield hours of operation    
are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more info, 
call 938-5158.

Round Pond beach hours are 
noon to 6 p.m. For more info, call 
938-2503.

Punch cards are available for 
purchase at ITR, Bldg. 695, and 
Delafield Pond, but are not sold at 
Round Pond. 

operation Purple healing 
adventure

Operation Purple Healing 
Adventure is Aug. 18-22 at Camp 
Ascca, Ala., promising a week of 
fun Family-centered activities for 
individuals, as well as couples along 
with seminars and activities.  

Participation is limited to 
servicemembers who have been 
wounded in support of the GWOT 
and have been recovering for at 
least one year.  

Applications are available 
online at www.nmfa.org.



  August 8, 200812 At Your Leisure

What’s happening
red cross Blood drive

The American Red Cross 
needs volunteers to work at the 
upcoming Blood Drive Aug. 25-28 
at Eisenhower Hall.  

The hours are flexible. 
Cal l  938-4100 for  more 

information or to volunteer.

Sacred heart Preschool
Sacred Heart Preschool has 

openings for students who are ages 
3 and 4 by Dec. 1st for both full- 
and half-days.

 Call 446-2674 for more info.

army 10-miler lottery
Army 10-Miler  off ic ia ls 

announced that 400 ATM race entries 
will be offered to servicemembers 
through a special online lottery 
Monday through  Aug. 15.

The mili tary lottery will 
be conducted online at www.
armytenmiler.com.  To register for 
the lottery, participants will need to 
use an e-mail address with a .mil 
extension.  

The lottery is open to all 
branches of the Armed Forces, and 
winners will be randomly selected 
Aug. 16.

All registrants will receive an 
e-mail notifying them if they were 
selected, and a searchable list will 
be posted on the Army 10-Miler 
confirmation page. 

Winners will be required to 
present a military ID to obtain their 
race packets. All entries are final 
-- no transfers or refunds. 

Women’s equality day event
The West Point EO Office 

is presenting a free matinee 
showing of Kit Kittredge at Aug. 
24 at 2 p.m. at the movie theater 
as part of Women’s Equality Day 

celebration.

West Point Women’s 
club Play days

The WPWC Moms & Tots 
Summer Play Day will meet from 
9:30-11 a.m. Thursday at Stony II 
Playground.  For more information, 
please contact Shanna or Andrea 
via e-mail at usmamomsandtots@
hotmail.com.

Protestant Women of the 
chapel

Attend an open house on either 
Wednesday from 9 to 11 a.m. or 
Thursday from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Post Chapel to register. This is an 
opportunity to meet the Bible Study 
facilitators and Leadership Board 
as well as register children for the 
Children’s Ministry.

The PWOC Kick-Off Meeting 
is Aug. 20 at the Post Chapel from 
8:45 to 11 a.m.

Hear the life-changing message 
from Sheri Rose Shepherd that has 
inspired more than 500,000 women 
at the ‘His Princess’ Conference. 
This free conference is Aug. 22 
at 7 p.m. and Aug. 23 at 9 a.m. in 
Robinson Auditorium in Thayer 
Hall.  

For more information about any 
PWOC activities, call 446-8798.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
fundraiser

Palaia Vineyards is hosting 
“Dancing in the Vineyards,” a 
Family-friendly, public event to 
help raise money and awareness for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange 
County Aug. 16 from 3-5 p.m. 

Palaia Vineyards is located at 
10 Sweet Clover Rd., Highland 
Mills, N.Y. 

Fo r  d i r ec t i ons  o r  more 

information about wine and events, 
visit www.PalaiaVineyards.com 
or call (845) 928-5384.

Wyldlife Sign-up
On Aug. 27, the Post Chapel 

Annex will host Wyldlife sign-up.   
Parents may stop by between 

5-7 p.m. to register children and 
to volunteer to help with an event 
this fall.  

All 6-8 grade students are 
welcome to signup.  For more 
information visit www.oneill.
younglife.com.

religious education program
Come to the Religious Education 

Office in the Cloister Room of 
the Chapel to register. Opening 
day is Sept. 7. Most Holy Trinity 
offers religious education classes 
for children 4 years old through 
adults.

Religious education classes 
(K-Adult) are held Sunday mornings 
on the 3rd floor of Thayer Hall from 
9:15-10:30 a.m. 

The Pre-K classes meet Sunday 
mornings in the Cloister room from 
9-10 a.m. 

We still need catechists for all 
grade levels. For more information, 
contact Cindy Ragsdale, 938-8761, 
Cynthia.Ragsdale@usma.edu.

free college course
The Army Education Center 

is planning a free class for NCOs, 
corporal and above, Aug. 25-29 
from 5-8:30 p.m. 

The class, MTBC-1176, Stress 
Management, meets at the Army 
Education Center, 683 Buckner 
Loop. 

Students completing the class 
earn one semester hour of college 
credit from Central Texas College. 

Registration information is 
available at 938-3464/5389.

Worker’s compensation 
training

Denise Singer (Compensation 
Specialist) is conducting training 
for Worker’s Compensation on the 
following dates for employees.  

It is strongly recommended 
that all employees and supervisors 
attend at least one of these training 
sessions.

• Sept. 16, 9:30-11:30 a.m. in   
Thayer 144

• Sept. 17, 2-4 p.m.  in Thayer 
144. 

military council of catholic 
Women

The Military Council of Catholic 
Women invites all Ladies of Most 
Holy Trinity to attend the Welcome 
Program Aug. 17 at 7 p.m. in the 
Catholic Chapel Rectory. 

Ccontact Lenore Lucas at 
859-4733 for more info.

catholic religious education 
catechists orientation

Calling all Catholic Religious 
Education Catechists (teachers) -- 
there will be a catechist orientation 
meeting Aug. 25 at 7 p.m. in the 
Cloister Room of the Chapel. 

If you are interested in teaching 
religious education, please contact 
Cindy Ragsdale,  938-8761, 
Cynthia.Ragsdale@usma.edu. 

mandatory training
The following classes are part 

of the Department of the Army 
Annual Training for all DA civilians 
and/or military. 

If you have not been to these 
classes in FY08, you need to attend 
one of these sessions.

•Ethics - Robinson Auditorium, 
Aug. 27 from 10-11 a.m. and Sept. 
4 from 6-7 p.m.

•Suicide Prevention - Robinson 
Auditorium, Sept. 9 from 6-7 p.m. 
and Sept. 17 from 1-2 p.m. 

• E q u a l  E m p l o y m e n t 
Opportunity/Training on Prevention 
of Sexual Harassment - Robinson 

command 
channel 8/23

Friday & Monday - Aug. 15
8:30 a.m. Army Newswatch
1 p.m.     Army Newswatch
6 p.m.     Army Newswatch

Aug. 8-15

Audi tor ium,  Aug.  14  f rom 
10:30-11 a.m. and 6-7 p.m. (DA
Civilians only)

•Sexual Assault and Prevention/ 
Violence in the Workplace - 
Robinson Auditorium, Aug. 26 
from 10:30-11:15 a.m. and Sept. 
18 from 6-7:15  p.m. 

•Alcohol and Drug Abuse - 
Robinson Auditorium, Sept. 2 from 
10:30-11 a.m.; Sept. 3 1-2:30 p.m. 
and Sept. 15 from 6-7 p.m.

tuition assistance guidance 
for fy08

In preparation for year-end 
close-out, please be aware of 
guidance concerning the use of end-
of-year Army Tuition Assistance. 
Registration will close Sept. 25 
for classes starting on or before 
Sept. 30.  

Ensure you enroll in classes 
through your Virtual Education 
Center in GoArmyEd beforeo 
Sept. 25. 

If enrollment is attempted after 
Sept. 25 for courses that start before 
Sept. 30, no TA will be awarded. 

To ensure funding, enroll early 
for courses with September start 
dates. 

Contact the Education Center at 
938-5389/3464 for more info.

Book signing
The USMA Bookstore in Thayer 

Hall is hosting a book signing 
with the local author Ronnie C. 
Coffey and her new release Images 
of America CONSTITUTION 
ISLAND Sept. 10 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

Author Maureen DuRant will 
be signing the Postcard History 
Series WEST POINT at the same 
time period. All are invited to come 
and meet these authors.

dPW NoteS
Water testing

As a part of mandatory lead and 
copper testing, Phase IX will start 
Monday. 

Twenty pre-selected quarters 
in each of the West Point’s water 
distribution systems (Lusk and 
Stony Lonesome) will be sampled 
as a part of this required lead 
and copper in water monitoring 
program. 

If your quarters are selected 
for the sampling, please read and 
follow the instructions that are 
attached to the collection bottle that 

will be delivered to you. 
All previous sampling phases 

have been below the N.Y. State 
Department of Health action 
levels.  

For information, contact DPW’s 
Environmental  Management 
Division at 938-5175 or the Water 
Plant at 938-2109.

lake Popolopen algae control 
treatment

T h e  D P W p e s t  c o n t r o l 
contractor will be conducting the 
final treatment of Popolopen Lake 

with copper sulfate to control 
algae growth Wednesday, weather 
permitting. 

The Lake will be off-limits to 
all water-based activities (boating, 
fishing, swimming, etc.) for 24 
hours following the application. 

Treatment will begin at about 
6 a.m., and the lake will re-open 
Thursday. 

This is the final treatment of the 
three planned for 2008. 

Questions may be directed to 
the Pest Management COR, Bill 
Grohoski at 938-7191.

remiNder   
A l l  veh i c l es  (RVs, 

campers, boats, trialers, 
etc.) must be removed 
from D-Lot no later than 
Monday. 

No exceptions.

remiNder   
New Central Area Parking 

stickers go into effect Aug. 
23. Make sure you go to the 
the Old Library or PMO and 
get your sticker. See July 25 
Pointer View for details at 
www.pointerview.com.
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orientation of Newly assigned Personnel 
tuesday
3-5 p.m. 

Superintendent’s Newcomer Reception,
Grand Ballroom, West Point Club

3:40-5 p.m. 
Quarters 100 Tours, Quarters 100

Friday       --  The Love Guru, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday   --  The Incredible Hulk, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Aug. 15      -- Wall-E, G, 7:30 p.m.
Aug. 16     -- Hancock, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Aug. 24    --     Kit Kittredge, G. 2 p.m. 

(Free showing sponsored by West Point EO Office)

The TheaTer schedule also can be found aT www.aafes.CoM

in the movie theater 
at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752NoW ShoWiNgSchool Physical Day at Keller --  Aug. 14

Although a physical is not required to attend the West Point Elementary or 
Middle Schools, a health screen examination is required for participation in sports, 
Scouts and other organizational activities. The N.Y. State Department of Education 
laws require exams for:

•Students entering grades K, 1st, 3rd, 7th and 10th
•Students who are new to a school district (includes students transferring 

from West Point schools to local school districts)
•Participation in sports including cheerleading. Physicals must be current and 

on file in the health office beforeo try-outs
•Working cards for 14 year olds
•As requested by the Committee on Special Education
The exam must be within one calendar year to be acceptable, and, if it expires 

before the beginning of another sport, a new exam is required.  
Other documentation may be needed for the administration of medications 

during school hours or emergency instructions for children with known allergies.  
Obtain the necessary forms from the school nurse and bring them to your child’s 
appointment. Call 938-7992 to book appointments.  

American Red Cross Blood Services is having a Blood Drive at 
Eisenhower Hall, 4th Floor Ballroom from 11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Aug. 25-27 and from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Aug. 28.  

Walk-ins are welcome. Appointments to donate whole blood 
can be made by calling Mary Mandia at 938-2583 (BLUD) or in 
the main lobby of Keller Army Community Hospital Aug. 18 and 
20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Apheresis services will be available for those individuals 
who wish to donate platelets.  Apheresis donors will be seen by 
appointment only and may call (914)-760-3177 or sign up online 
at www.nybloodcenter.org.

Those wishing to register with the C.W. Bill Young/DOoD 
Bone Marrow Donor Program will be able to do so at the times 
of the drives.

Photo identification is mandatory for all donations.

Keller corner
refractive Surgery Seminar

The KACH ophthalmology 
service will conduct a refractive 
surgery seminar Sept. 2 in Robinson 
Auditorium from 7:30-8:30 p.m.  
The seminar is open to Firsties, 
Cows and active duty Army 
personnel interested in obtaining 
laser vision correction. 

Find out how laser surgery 
works, the pros and cons of surgery 
and how to get treated at West 
Point. 

For more information, call 
938-2207.  

See your Pcm
It’s a good idea to schedule an 

appointment with your Primary 
Care Manager after you’ve had any 
kind of emergency care. 

This is especially important if 
you were hospitalized after visiting 
a civilian emergency room. 

Your PCM can help you continue 
on the return trip to good health by 
entering referrals for Health Net 
Federal Services to process. 

Make  tha t  pr imary  care 
appointment by calling 938-7992.  

conserving medical 
appointments

You can help conserve a 
valuable Keller resource -- medical 
appointments. 

Have your calendar handy 
when you call to record your 
appointment and allow enough 
time to arrive at your appointment 
15 minutes early.

As soon as you know you 
can’t  keep an appointment, 
cancel it by calling 938-7992 or 
800-552-2907. 

Your cancelled appointment just 
might be the ticket to good health 
for another Keller beneficiary. 

FOURTH CLASS SPONSORSHIP
The 4th Class Sponsorship sign-up page is active on the 

USCC internal Web page at http://www-internal.uscc.usma.edu 
to to begin the sign up process. There are two added links on 
the sign up page -- the 4th Class Sponsorship Handbook and 
the Commandant’s Message. Cadet sign-up is Aug 19-27 and 
Sponsor sign-up closes Aug 27.

As with the Ice Cream Social, sponsors must meet the 
following criteria:

• Rank -- Sergeant Firstt  Class to Sergeant Major, Warrant 
Officer 2 and above, Captain and above; Civilian Title 10 
Instructors, GS-9 and above or competitive sport head 
coaches.

• Living on West Point or within the following (Walking 
Privileges) geographic boundaries of North -- Main post limits; 
South -- Bear Mountain traffic circle (intersection of Routes 6 
and 9W); East -- West bank of the Hudson River and West -- 
Route 9W.

• Exceptions to Policymay be requested through, and approved 
by, the USCC Chief of Staff.

Contact Melissa Holstead at 938-8804 for answers to 
questions and sign-up support.
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Math defeats Engineers to take South title 
By eric S. Bartelt

For the second straight year, 
the South Division No.1 seed 
Math took the Post Intramural 
Softball South Division playoff 
championship with a best-of-three 
game series sweep of the seventh 
seeded Engineers, 9-8 and 3-1, 
Tuesday at the FMWR H Lot 
Athletic Complex here.

With the victories,  Math 
continued its season dominance as 
they are now 24-0 and are looking 
toward the post championship next 
week. 

Although they kept their 
undefeated status alive, Math was 
more concerned about the series at 

hand rather than the body of their 
season.

“I don’t think we concentrated 
on being undefeated, we’re just 
more interested in winning series 
at this point,” said Math pitcher 
Michael Jaye.

Math jumped quickly out of the 
gates in game one with nine straight 
singles and seven runs before an 
out was recorded against them. 
They added an RBI single by first 
baseman Steven Horton that scored 
shortstop Michael Scioletti in the 
bottom of the second inning to up 
their lead to 8-0.

However, the Engineers slowly 
chipped away at Math’s big lead, 
which included a solo home run 

by shortstop Dan McCarthy in 
the fourth inning to make it 8-3 
and two-run doubles in the fifth 
and sixth innings by catcher Guy 
Huntsinger and pitcher Kelly Ward,  
respectively . Ward’s double closed 
the gap to 9-8, but Jaye held the 
Engineers off the scoreboard in 
the top of the seventh to take game 
one.

Game two was a defensive 
battle between both squads where 
Jaye held the Engineers to only 
five base runners through the 
whole game. Math third baseman 
Tom Kastner led off the fourth 
inning with a single and would 
later score off an outfield throwing 
error that began off a single by left-

centerfielder John Roginski.
Math took their 1-0 lead into 

the sixth inning on their strong 
defense that was highlighted by a 
magnificent diving catch behind 
third base by Scioletti. Scioletti 
finished game two with eight infield 
assists and two putouts. 

“My gracious (Scioletti) had a 
great game, he’s got great range to 
his left and right,” Jaye explained. 
“His first step off a ball that’s hit 
behind third base is amazing … for 
a guy his size (about 6’2”, thickly 
built), he’s exceptionally quick.”

Jaye would help Math extend 
its lead with a lead off single in 
the sixth inning and would later 
score on a bases-loaded walk by 
Scioletti to make the score 2-0. 
Roginski followed Scioletti with 
a sacrifice fly to score second 
baseman Michael Harvey.

Taking its 3-0 advantage into 
the bottom of the seventh, Math 
gave up a pair of hits -- a triple to 
Engineers extra hitter Rob James 
and a single to left-centerfielder 
Ken Gilliam -- that broke the 
shutout; however, Jaye forced the 
final three outs to win the series 

math pitcher michael Jaye (above) held the engineers to five 
base runners in game two to win 3-1.       PhoTo By eMily Tower/PV 

for Math.
Jaye gave the “never-say-quit” 

Engineers (13-13) high praise for 
their solid, hustling play in the two 
games against Math Tuesday.

“They were very good opponents 
and it was a good, tough series for 
us,” Jaye said. “Just one inning or 
two we got a couple of hits in the 
right place, and we got lucky and 
beat them.”

Math now will look toward 
the post championship next week 
where they will face the champions 
of the North Division finals. Math 
may face the Marines once again, 
to whom they lost in a sweep in 
last year’s post championship, 
but last year’s division-winning 
accomplishment, as is this year’s 
accomplishment, is bigger in Jaye’s 
mind.

“I’m really proud to be a part of 
this team, and we lost to a real good 
Marines team last year,” said Jaye, 
who talked about often wearing 
his team runner-up shirt from last 
year’s post championship. “But 
winning this half of the Staff and 
Faculty IM Softball Division feels 
really good.”   
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cadet olympians to compete
By emily tower

Fans following Yearlings 
Stewart Glenister and Stephen 
Scherer as they compete at the 
2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing 
can catch competitions either on 
television or online.

Scherer’s event is the 10-meter 
air rifle competition. Qualifications 
and finals of the event are scheduled 
to be broadcast midnight-4:15 
a.m EDT. Monday at  www.
nbcolympics.com.

Scherer will chroinicle his 
Olympic experience in a blog at 
http://www.goarmysports.com.

Glenister is competing in the 
50-meter freestyle swimming 
event as a member of the American 
Samoan tream coached by Black 
Knight  head coach Mickey 
Wender. 

Men’s swimming events are 
scheduled to be broadcast 2:30-5 

yearling Stephen Scherer (above) will compete at the 
2008 Summer olympics in Beijing in the 10-meter air rifle 
competition.                             Jon Malinowski/g&ene 
a.m., 10-11 a.m. and 10-11 p.m. 
Thursday and 10 p.m.-midnight 
Aug. 15. The men’s 50-meter 
freestyle finals are scheduled to be 
broadcast 2-6 a.m. Aug. 16. All of 
these events are on NBC.

Results are posted at www.
nbcolympics.com  after each 
event.

More  informat ion  about 
schedules and the Olympics can 
be found at en.beijing2008.cn.

Fans meet Army football players
Story and photo by 
emily tower

Abigail Cox knew just what she 
needed to stand out in a crowd of 
football players -- a piece of paper, 
a red pen and a killer smile.

The 7-year-old, who currently 
is missing her front two teeth, 
arrived at Michie Stadium an hour 
before Army football players were 
scheduled to sign autographs and 
meet with their fans Aug. 4 during 
the “Afternoon with the Knights” 
event.

“This will be very special,” 

Abigail said before having her 
blank page filled with signatures. “I 
will take this home and keep it.”

She and some of her friends 
wondered whether the football 
players would become famous 
some day. Regardless of future 
fame, however, many wanted to 
meet the players who provide so 
much excitement each weekend.

“I love it especially when they 
win,” 10-year-old Max McKearn, 
whose Family holds season tickets, 
said before meeting the players. 
“It’s like … having a big party.”

Having so many children ask 

for autographs and photos was a 
humbling experience, some of the 
players said.

“Hopefully, we can be a positive 
influence for them,” said Firstie 

See faNS on page 16

drew determan, 5 (left), hands his football to yearling linebacker 
Stephen anderson (right) for an autograph as firstie kicker 
adam demarco looks on during an “afternoon with the Knights” 
monday at michie Stadium. fans got to meet their favorite army 
football players during the event.
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*2008 Noontime Staff and faculty frisbee league signups. 
league play starts aug.18 and the deadline date for team 
entries is monday. all games are played at the river courts or 
target field. for those interested in forming a team or requiring 
more information, contact James mcguinness at 938-3066 
or Jim.McGunness@usma.edu.

safety David Black. “You never 
know when you are talking to 
a future Army football player.”

Many fans proclaimed their 
confidence in this year’s team as 
they passed footballs and posters 
around for players to sign.

Head Coach Stan Brock 
predicted at least six wins during 
the team’s Media Day, which 
was scheduled just before the 
“Afternoon with the Knights.” 

Many young fans predicted far 
more wins. Matt Browne and Sam 
Buchanan, both 13, chatted about 
the possibility of a bowl game 
appearance for the Black Knights, 
which was a special comment for 
Black.

“Our fans always stand behind 
us, and that means a lot,” Black 

said.
Browne hasn’t missed a home 

game in five years, and Buchanan 
comes up from Maryland every 
chance he gets for games. 

Both are ball boys for the team 
and know many of the returning 
players. 

They were looking forward 
to meeting the new cadets and to 
wishing their favorite team well as 
they look forward to a fun season.

“It doesn’t matter whether they 
win or lose,” Browne said. “It’s just 
a great time.”

The season’s first game is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Aug. 29 
at Michie Stadium. The Black 
Knights will take on Temple. 

Visit www.goARMYsports.
com for ticket information.

faNS, cont. from page 15

the boys are back
New cadet running back Justin Volk (front) manages to avoid new cadet defensive back J.P. 
cooper’s tackle during football practice tuesday. the army Black Knights began fall practices 
aug. 1 as they prepare for their season opener versus temple aug. 29. 
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