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Sandhurst Competition History

In 1967, the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst (RMAS) presented the United States 
Military Academy (USMA) with a British officer’s sword. The intent was for the sword 
to be the prize for a competition, the aim of which was to promote military excellence 
among the Corps of Cadets. The original purpose statement read as follows - "To 
provide the Corps of Cadets with a challenging and rewarding regimental skills 
competition, which will enhance professional development and military excellence in 
selected soldier skills." Between 1967 and 1975, the competition criteria were similar 
to those for the current Superintendent's Award, that is: Varsity Athletic participation, 
Intramural sports performance, physical fitness tests, drill and ceremonies and Cadet 
Brigade Company evaluations. 

In 1975, the then Commandant, Brig. Gen Philip R. Feir and the British Exchange 
Officer, Maj. Robert Hodges, King’s Own Royal Border Regiment (KORBR), 
reassessed the competition requirements. They felt that the criteria fell short of the 
original intent of the award, which was to increase 'military excellence in the field'. 
More specifically they recommended that the format be changed significantly to test 
the cadets' ability to "shoot, move, and communicate," stressing teamwork as a 
fundamental and essential element in the competition. Thus the competition was set 
up to be conducted in the Spring during drill and intramural time to include the 
following - equipment inspection, communications, weapon handling, swift 
movement, shooting and land navigation. All 36 companies provided five four-man 
patrols and one alternate patrol per company, with all four classes represented in 
each patrol. Over 864 cadets competed each year, or 20% of the Corps. The 
competition was conducted at Camp Buckner during 20 weekdays in April. The 
logistical problems of the program led to calls for it to move to Summer Training, and 
in 1981, a major placement study took place. It concluded that the advantages of 
conducting it in the Spring outweighed the disadvantages, and also recommended 
that it should take place at West Point. So in 1982, the competition was executed in 
two phases, again in April, in roughly the same format, with a navigation course on 
one day and the firing of the M16 rifle device in the indoor range. 

In 1986 it was decided that the teams should complete the competition on a single 
day, to include firing the M16 on an outdoor range. In 1988, the cadet company 
teams were required to provide two nine-person squads including one female, 
instead of the 5 four-man patrols. From 1992 onwards, one team of nine from each 
company have competed, together with a varying number of ROTC teams. Since 
1993 two teams from RMA Sandhurst have taken part, and from 1997, a team from 
Royal Military Canada (RMC) has also participated.  By 2002 there was a significant 
increase in international and other service academy participation; including a team 
from Germany (to help mark the Bi-Centennial Competition), and teams from the 
Naval, Air Force and Coast Guard Academies. 

The Reginald E. Johnson Memorial Plaque is awarded to the competition’s highest 
scoring squad each year. It is commemorated to team leader Cadet Reggie Johnson 
who died while taking part in the land navigation phase of the competition on Friday, 
11 April 1980. The original plaque was replaced in 1999 with a mounted cadet sabre, 
to be presented annually to the best team. The competition was won for the first time 
by the United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) in 2018. 
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Fact Sheet

• The conference and competition showcases tactical and technical proficiency, 
leadership abilities, and physical prowess while building relationships across 
institutions and with other nations.

• Modern War Institute (MWI) is the sponsor for the conference portion of Sandhurst. 
The conference enables teams to share and build intellectual thought regarding 
contemporary military topics.

• The MWI conference was integrated into the Sandhurst event for the first time in 
2016. The conference consists of keynote speakers, panels, and workshops.

• The top five teams from 2018 include: USAFA, RMC – Canada, Sandhurst Red, 
University of North Georgia, USCC Gold (USMA team)

• The 2019 competition will have a total of 49 teams

• Each team consists of 9 primary and 2 alternate members.

• Each team consists of a mix gender squad.

• Teams are assessed on a variety of individual and squad warrior tasks.

• ROTC teams are invited to participate based on their overall standing in the 
annual National ROTC Ranger Challenge.

• International teams must observe the competition the year prior to receiving an 
invite to participate. This year's observing team is from Ecuador.
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Fact Sheet

• International Teams: Australia, Canada, United Kingdom (2 teams), 
Germany, Denmark, Korea, Thailand, Colombia, Greece, Japan, Mexico, 
Chile, Brazil

• ROTC Teams: Austin Peay, California Polytechnic State University, Central 
State University, Creighton University, Florida State University, Lehigh University, 
Tarleton State University, University of Delaware, University of North Georgia, 
Utah Valley University, University of North Georgia, Virginia Military Institute, John 
Hopkins University, Embry-Riddle, Marquette University, Edinboro University, and 
the University of Hawaii.

• United States Corps of Cadet Teams:

• D1, D2, C3, A4, F1, E2, E3, B4, H1, H2, I3, H4

• Service Academy Teams

• United States Air Force Academy (2018 Winners)

• United States Coast Guard Academy

• Unite States Naval Academy

• Other

• USMA Gold Team

• USMA Black Team

• USMA Grey Team (NCAA Senior Athletes)

• United States Military Academy Preparatory School (USMAPS)

• The Tom Surdyke Leadership Award is presented to the overall Best Squad 
Leader.

• Sandhurst ROTC Cup is presented to the 1st place ROTC team.

• Sandhurst International Cup is presented to the 1st place International Team.

• Teams that place in the top 1-5 are awarded a medal.
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Media Operations Center (MOC) Location
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West Point Public Affairs Points of Contact:

PAOMediaRelations@westpoint.edu

Media Relations Branch

845.938.8830

845.590.1648

845.476.4349

mailto:PAOMediaRelations@westpoint.edu


USMA Media Outlets
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• Facebook: 

• West Point - https://www.facebook.com/WestPointUSMA/

• Modern War Institute - https://www.facebook.com/ModernWarInstitute/

• Department of Military Instruction -
https://www.facebook.com/Departmentofmilitaryinstruction/

• Twitter: 

• @WestPoint_USMA - https://twitter.com/WestPoint_USMA, 

• @WarInstitute - https://twitter.com/WarInstitute, 

• @DMI_6 - https://twitter.com/DMI_6

• Instagram: @westpoint_usma, @commandant.usmilitaryacademy, @usma.dmi

• Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/people/west_point/

• West Point Sandhurst Website - https://westpoint.edu/military/department-of-
military-instruction/sandhurst

https://www.facebook.com/WestPointUSMA/
https://www.facebook.com/ModernWarInstitute/
https://www.facebook.com/Departmentofmilitaryinstruction/
https://twitter.com/WestPoint_USMA
https://twitter.com/WarInstitute
https://twitter.com/DMI_6
https://www.flickr.com/people/west_point/
https://westpoint.edu/military/department-of-military-instruction/sandhurst


Event Related News Releases
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• http://www.apsu.edu/news/march-2019-austin-peay-rotc-sandhurst.php

• https://ung.edu/news/articles/2018/11/ung-wins-ranger-challenge-to-earn-return-to-
sandhurst.php

• https://www.theallstate.org/rotc-prepares-to-travel-to-west-point-for-sandhurst-
competition/

• https://news.fsu.edu/news/2019/01/28/fsu-army-rotc/

http://www.apsu.edu/news/march-2019-austin-peay-rotc-sandhurst.php
https://ung.edu/news/articles/2018/11/ung-wins-ranger-challenge-to-earn-return-to-sandhurst.php
https://www.theallstate.org/rotc-prepares-to-travel-to-west-point-for-sandhurst-competition/
https://news.fsu.edu/news/2019/01/28/fsu-army-rotc/

