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“THANK YOU FOR SHOWING UP FOR US” 

The Salvation Army Kroc Center offers solace and sustenance to those in need 

 
PHILADELPHIA (May 27, 2020) —When Philip Supeck heard about The Salvation Army Kroc Center in 

Philadelphia receiving extra food boxes to distribute, he came up with an idea. 

 

"First, we expanded our drive-through food distribution hours," said Philip, the Hospitality Ministry Director of 

the Kroc Center. Distribution times are now scheduled for Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, with no 

appointments or paperwork required. 

 

"I realized we could still do more," Philip continued. "I found myself thinking about Eliza Shirley, the teenage 

girl who in 1879 introduced The Salvation Army to the city of Philadelphia." At age 17, Eliza Shirley traveled 

with her family from England to Philadelphia, where she and her parents began holding open-air meetings to 

start the work of the Salvation Army in America. They encountered some resistance, and one day, they saw 

someone had started a fire on the lot where they were meeting. 

 

"I began thinking about how the history of The Salvation Army in this city and country would be different  if 

Eliza had chosen not to show up," Philip explained.  "It would have been easy for Eliza and her family to turn 

around when they realized their neighbors had set fire to their open-air location. Not only did they show up at 

the fire, but they also marched into the crowd of onlookers singing and proclaiming the Gospel!"   

 

Philip posed the question to Major Demetrius Stanford, Corps Officer, “If Eliza could do it back then, can we 

do it now? Can we meet people where they are, and bring the food to them?” At the end of this discussion, it 

was decided The Salvation Army would be taking the food box distribution ministry to the streets. Within a day, 

Major Stanford arranged food distribution locations at Abbottsford Homes, Raymond Rosen Community 

Center, and Wister Townhouses.   

 

Philip recounted his experience. "I happened to be on the team which went to the Raymond Rosen Community 

Center in a neighborhood a coworker best described as, 'the part of our city that has absolutely nothing.'  Within 

minutes of opening our van doors, we had people from all directions lining up to receive a box of food. 

Grandmothers, grandfathers, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, and grandchildren of all ages patiently waited to 

receive their supply.  Within 25 minutes we distributed 120 food boxes."  

 

The Salvation Army staff was intentional about making eye contact, sharing a greeting, and ensuring each 

person received information for food assistance. As they neared the end of the supply, Philip looked one young 

man in the eye and said, “God bless you.”  
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Philip described what happened next. "As I handed him his box, he looked into my eyes and quietly said, 'No 

one ever comes here. No one ever shows up. Thank you for showing up for us.' For a moment we stood there in 

silence, both holding the box and staring at each other."  

 

Philip broke the silence with, “We are here for you. We are here to help you.” As Philip let go of the box, the 

young man gently said, “Please come back. We need you.” Philip assured him he understood and promised to 

return. With that, the young man went back to the street from which he came.   

 

"As we cleaned up and got back into the van, I shared this interaction with the team. Major Stanford, in his deep 

calm voice, responded with, 'Planting the seeds.' On the way back to the Kroc Center, we talked about when we 

would return, and possible ongoing ministry opportunities created by just showing up," Philip continued. 

  

The Salvation Army is committed to showing up, offering hope and help throughout this pandemic and beyond. 

To give to The Salvation Army, please go to The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry. 

# # # 

 

The Salvation Army Kroc Corps phone #:  215-717-1200 

Food distribution takes place on Mondays at 4:00 PM, Wednesdays at 10:00 AM, and Fridays at 2:00 PM. 

About The Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia: 

The Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization whose programs 
help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. The Salvation Army is 
equipped to respond to both acute disasters such as fires and floods as well as the daily, ongoing struggles of the region’s 
less fortunate individuals. Since 1879, The Salvation Army has a record of success stemming from its holistic approach to 
providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Salvation 
Army’s programming operates community centers and residential facilities throughout the Philadelphia region offering 
shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational opportunities, music programs, after -school 
arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation. 

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination.  

For more information, please visit www.SAPhilly.org 

Twitter: @SalArmyPhilly 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/SalvationArmyPhiladelphia 
Instagram: @sa_phila 

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
http://www.saphilly.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SalvationArmyPhiladelphia

