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“EVERYONE WAS SINGING TOGETHER” 

 

The Salvation Army York Corps hosts drive-through worship service 
 

York, PA. (June 2, 2020) – When the pandemic hit York County, life changed considerably at The 
Salvation Army York Corps. One of the biggest changes involved the closing of the chapel doors. 

 
"Before the pandemic, we had worship services every Sunday. We had men's, women's, and youth 
ministries, as well as Bible studies throughout the week," said Major Dennis Camuti, Corps 

Commanding Officer along with his wife, Major Erma Camuti. 
 

By March 22nd, the chapel doors were closed and Sunday morning worship services were being 
broadcast online. Major Dennis saw the online service as being the best option available. "We received 
positive feedback. I think people were grateful for the opportunity to worship as a congregation, albeit 

not together as a group." 
 

Roxie Brought, a long-time member of the congregation, has been in quarantine with two of her 
grandsons, ages 9 and 15, whose parents are essential workers. They live in the mountains of Danville, 
where the nearest neighbor is a quarter-mile away. Roxie and her family have been viewing the online 

services since the pandemic started.  
 

"It was different, I have to say," she remarked. "You miss the fellowship of being in contact with people.  
But it was good to be able to experience the worship service online. It was something that kept us 
connected."  

 
This past Sunday, May 31, The Salvation Army hosted a drive-through worship service. "We are blessed 

with a large parking lot, so we could accommodate a fairly significant number of people," explained 
Major Dennis. "Fortunately, the weather was very good. It was a great day, and it worked out just fine." 
 

The drive-through worship service was very successful in attracting participants. Between 20 and 30 
people attended the service in person, and the online simulcast received over 75 views. The numbers 

were more than double what they had been for the previous online worship services. 
 
"People were very positive about it," Major Dennis remarked. "They said they enjoyed the experience. I 

think just seeing one another from a distance had a positive impact on them. It certainly had a positive 
impact on me to see a part of my congregation once again, even if it was from 6 feet away or 

significantly more than that."  
 
Roxie agrees. "What a great experience it was to be able to get together, be outside, and worship our 

Lord." She went on to describe the service. "It was held in the parking lot right outside of the chapel. 
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They had chairs placed at least 6 feet apart for those who wanted to sit outside. Those who felt more 
comfortable sitting in their cars could do so. It was a great day to be outdoors."   
 

There was a speaker system set up so those who elected to sit in their cars could hear the service. A few 
people who were walking through the neighborhood slowed down to listen. "Everyone was singing 

together and it sounded really good!" Roxie exclaimed.   
 
"We all had masks, so we were able to talk to each other," Roxie continued. "After the service, we 

visited and chatted with each other to see how everyone was doing. It was great to see people I hadn't 
seen for a couple of months. I think everyone was very grateful to come out and have the drive-through 

service. We were able to physically see each other." 
 
Roxie expressed her admiration for Major Dennis and Major Erma. "They are constantly checking on 

everybody. At least once a week, I get a call from one of them just to find out how I am doing. They do 
that with all the members. They have been there for everybody. They are awesome pastors." 

 
Major Dennis reflected on people's emotional and spiritual needs during the pandemic. "Common sense 
tells me people are hurting and are questioning. Perhaps many are using the time they have on their 

hands to do more prayer and meditation. That might be a positive side effect of the coronavirus. People 
have more time and they focus that time on those two spiritual disciplines. I believe that can be a 

positive thing." 
 
Major Dennis plans to continue offering the drive-through worship service each Sunday, until in-person 

services are allowed to take place. When asked if she and her family would attend future drive-through 
services, Roxie said, "Oh, yes. Definitely!" 

 
The Salvation Army is praying for peace, comfort, and healing for all our communities during this very 
unsettling time. To give to The Salvation Army, please go to The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry.  

 

### 
 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware  is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic  approach to providing for the needs of the 

whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Phi ladelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 

development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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