
Contact:  

Eileen Lippman 

Public Information Officer 

 The Salvation Army of Eastern PA & Delaware 

      C: 267-738-8702 

Eileen.Lippman@USE.SalvationArmy.org 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    
June 9, 2020 
 

 
“WE WERE GLAD TO PROVIDE AS MUCH HELP AS WE COULD” 

  

The Salvation Army Kroc Corps offers support and sustenance to protestors at Love Park   

 
PHILADELPHIA (June 9, 2020) —When the Stanford family showed up at Love Park in Center City 

Philadelphia this past Saturday, they were not sure what to expect. “We didn’t really know what would 

happen. I have never been to a protest before. It was an eye-opener,” said Major Juanita Stanford, Corps 

Officer of The Salvation Army Kroc Corps Community Center in Philadelphia, along with her husband 

Major Demetrius. 

 

Amid sweltering temperatures, thousands of people marched from the Art Museum to gather at Love 

Park in a peaceful protest of the tragic death of George Floyd. Barricades had been placed for several 

blocks around City Hall to prevent people from entering the area, with police and National Guardsmen 

standing behind the barricades.  

 

The Majors and three volunteers - their two adult children and a family friend - took The Salvation 

Army Emergency Disaster Services canteen to Love Park to provide refreshments to both police and 

those attending the rally. “We were serving cold water and popsicles. It was really nice to personally 

thank people for showing love,” remarked Major Juanita. 

 

A homeless man came to The Salvation Army canteen because he needed help.  He shared with Major 

Juanita that he was diabetic and had not had his medication for several days. “He was having some 

distress because of his diabetes,” explained Major Juanita. “He asked me to feed him.” She fed him the 

snacks he brought and helped him to drink some water, but his blood sugar was not turning around 

quickly enough.  

 

“He asked me to call 911 so the ambulance could come and get him,” recounted Major Juanita. “I made 

the call and the dispatcher gave me some instructions on what to do for him.” Major Juanita offered him 

space in the canteen to lay with his head down so he could rest and not be in danger of falling. He stayed 

there until the paramedics came and took him away in the ambulance.  

 

“He wasn’t the only one in need of help,” Major Juanita continued. “There were a couple of others who 

came to the canteen.  Someone was looking for aspirin. Someone was feeling fatigued and needed a 

place to sit in some shade for a few moments. We were glad to provide as much help as we could.” 
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The Majors’ daughter, Dorianeh Stanford, 25, thought it was important for The Salvation Army to be at 

the rally. “I felt we should have a presence in the midst of what was happening. We served the police 

before the crowds got there. They weren’t able to come up to the canteen, so we took a cooler over to 

them behind the barricades.”  

 

When the protestors arrived after their long, hot walk from the Art Museum, they were grateful to see 

The Salvation Army canteen serving cold water and popsicles. Dorianeh described the scene. “In the 

beginning, it felt like a cook-out. There was music and a lot of dancing, but there were also some very 

somber moments. Overall, it was very peaceful. It was beautiful being there, just to be a part of it.”   

 

In times of crisis, we are all reminded we are connected by the common thread of humanity. The 

Salvation Army is praying for peace, comfort, and healing for all our communities during this very 

unsettling time. To give to The Salvation Army, please go to The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry. 

 
# # # 

About The Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia: 

The Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization whose 
programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. The 
Salvation Army is equipped to respond to both acute disasters such as fires and floods as well as the daily, 
ongoing struggles of the region’s less fortunate individuals. Since 1879, The Salvation Army has a record of 
success stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, 
emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Salvation Army’s programming operates community centers and 
residential facilities throughout the Philadelphia region offering shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood 
development, recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job 
training, activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal 
Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination.  

For more information, please visit www.SAPhilly.org 

Twitter: @SalArmyPhilly 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/SalvationArmyPhiladelphia 
Instagram: @sa_phila 
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