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A DIFFERENT SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENCE 

 

 The Salvation Army Scranton Corps offers “Camp in a Box”  
to be enjoyed in the comfort of home 

 
Scranton, PA. (July 2, 2020) – The Salvation Army Scranton Corps is changing things up this summer 

due to the pandemic and providing children with a unique opportunity to stay engaged, busy, and safe. 
Children can participate in the exciting, new “Camp in a Box,” a free summer camp experience.  
 

“We were planning to have Vacation Bible School start in July, but because of the social distancing 
required, how many kids we have, and not being able to pick the kids up in the van, we decided not to 

have it,” said Major Karen Schmig, Corps Commanding Officer along with her husband, Major Robert.  
 
While looking for an alternative summer activity, Major Karen came across the Camp in a Box idea. “I 

thought it would be a really good idea to do it for this area. We have the link on our Facebook page, and 
parents just have to register their child. We prefer they come and pick the box up, but if they don’t have 

transportation, I don’t want that to prevent them from doing it. As long as they are in the Scranton area, 
we can drop it off.” 
 

Between 25 to 40 children normally participate in Vacation Bible School, while 30 children attend The 
Salvation Army Camp Ladore, a weeklong summer camp in Waymart, PA, which is closed this summer 

due to the pandemic. Major Karen anticipates about 50 children signing up for Camp in a Box. 
 
The activities will be divided up into two boxes – one box is available in July, and the other box will be 

available in August. Major Karen described the contents in the boxes. “The first box contains an eight-
day curriculum the children can do anytime they want. This will not be virtual, since some kids don’t 

have access to computers. We are going to focus on two lessons in the Bible - Jonah and the Whale, and 
Noah’s Ark. There will be four days of activities for each lesson. There will be crafts, a game, and 
snacks, as well as a snack the children can put together with their parents, all of which will go along 

with the Bible story. Everything will be written out - all they have to do is follow the instructions for the 
crafts. It will be very simple.” 

 
Major Karen is still developing the contents of the second box, which will consist of a similar format to 
the first box and will be a five-day curriculum. Children who can read will be able to participate with 

minimal parental supervision; younger children may need to have the lesson read to them and assistance 
with completing the craft. The craft will have step by step instructions with pictures to show what the 

completed craft looks like. 
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Jennifer Eve, the mother of three children, 5-year-old twins and an 11-year-old, is looking forward to 
having her children participate in Camp in a Box. After a difficult end of the school year in which the 
children did schooling online, while Jennifer took virtual classes for nursing school, the family is happy 

to have a break. All three children attended Vacation Bible School at The Salvation Army last summer. 
“They absolutely loved it,” said Jennifer, adding they were disappointed it was canceled this year. 

However, the children are excited about Camp in a Box. “Who doesn’t like packages?” mused Jennifer.  
 
As the community begins the road to recovery, they can be assured The Salvation Army will walk with 

them every step of the way. The Salvation Army will always be in every community before, during, and 
after a crisis. The Salvation Army is here. Here. For Good. To give to The Salvation Army, please go to 

Here. For Good. 
 

### 
 

About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware  is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 

1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 

opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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