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A Prayer for You  
Dear God, when my soul is troubled, remind me of 

your great love.  Thank you that I never have to worry 
as long as I put my trust in you.  Amen.

T rouble is part of life.   
And, for most people, 

worry is, too.
 Thankfully, we are not 
alone.  The Bible reminds us 
that we have a heavenly Father 
who will never leave us or 
forsake us, giving us hope in 
difficult circumstances.  Take 
a moment to pray and seek His 
help for whatever you are facing. 

“Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart 

and lean not 
on your own 

understanding.”

– Proverbs 3:5 (NIV)

Your Spring Devotional

How 
to Find 
Calmness 
During 
Times of 
Trouble

Your gift to The Salvation Army will be used now and  
throughout the year to support Salvation Army services  
in our community. 

The Salvation Army 
Southern New England Division 
1-800-SAL-ARMY

To learn more about The Salvation Army, visit our website:  
ctri.salvationarmy.org

If you know someone in need...
The Salvation Army is committed to meeting 
human need wherever it exists in our community.  
If someone you know needs help, please have  
them call 1-800-SAL-ARMY.

Your partnership is giving hope to local 
families.  Read more inside...

Planning Ahead Your Gift Will Meet  
Urgent Local NeedsStart Building a Lasting Legacy

 You’ve made helping 
others a priority your whole 
life.  Now, through your 
will, you can create a lasting 
legacy that will bless others 
for years to come.
 As we grow older, we 
have the time for reflection –  
quiet moments to consider 
what we would like to pass 
on to others.  What will 
be your legacy to the next 
generation?  By naming The Salvation Army as a beneficiary 
in your will, trust, or IRA, you can continue to bless the less 
fortunate in your community with life-changing help. 
 To ensure that your legacy will be used as you intend 
when you remember The Salvation Army in your estate 
plan, please contact Michael Afflitto at 1-888-468-5356.

 But for the grace of God, any one of us could need 
a helping hand at some point.  Job loss, a health crisis, 
or other unexpected life event can send someone who 
“has it all together” into a spiral of trouble.
 Please send your gift to help a neighbor in need!

Your support will help change someone’s life.

http://ctri.salvationarmy.org
http://ctri.salvationarmy.org


Dear Friend, 

 In all our years with The 
Salvation Army, we’ve learned 
that the most rewarding things are 
accomplished in partnership with 
others.  When all of us – friends 
like you, our officers, and staff – 
work together, we’re able to truly 
make a difference for the people of 
Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

 So many of our neighbors 
are facing tough times right now.  
Many wonder if things will ever 
change.  But your kindness –  
and your gifts – deliver hope, 
reminding them that new life  
is possible. 

 Thank you for your 
compassionate response to those  
in such great need.  Together,  
we are doing the most good.

God bless you!

Majors Gregory and  
Joyce Hartshorn 
Divisional Leaders

Commander’s Corner

A message from
Majors Gregory and  
Joyce Hartshorn
Divisional Leaders

You give seniors strength and courage to  
face life’s most difficult challenges. 

Donald thought he was leaving his troubles behind when he moved with his son after answering an online ad  
for a job.

 But there was no job.  After quickly running out of money, they ended up sleeping in their car.  
 “We basically hit bottom,” Donald remembers. 
 It was a phone call to the 2-1-1 emergency helpline that led Donald and his son to The Salvation Army.  Through 
the Army’s Rapid Re-Housing Program, they were able to get  
rental assistance until they could save up enough to get a place of  
their own.
 “Without the Army’s help, we would have been on the streets, 
sleeping behind some building,” Donald says.  Adds his son, Will, 
“Once we got into the shelter, I was relieved.  Just the stability, 
knowing we had somewhere to sleep at night and three meals a day.”
 Will continues, “Up until then, I felt like I didn’t have a future.  
I couldn’t picture myself graduating from high school, much less 
college.  I was afraid I’d just become another statistic.”
 It was your kindness – and God’s grace – that gave this father and 
son hope and a future.  Thank you for Doing the Most Good with 
your giving by supporting The Salvation Army. 
 It’s changing lives!

“Without the Army’s help, we would  
have been sleeping behind some building”
Father and Son Were Able to Avoid Homelessness, Thanks to You 

Mary Felt Like She Was Failing Her Kids
Then You Offered Her the Chance for a Better Life

When Grandparents Become 
Parents Again – “You Need to Have 

a Support System in Place”

How Your Giving Helped Dona Find Joy, 
Even in the Midst of Her Daily Struggles

Mary felt like an unfit parent. 
 Although she had a job, 

she wasn’t making enough to 
have a place of her own.  So 
she and her three children were 
sleeping in the living room 
of her mother’s one-bedroom 
apartment.  
 “It really made me feel like I 
was failing my kids as a mom,” 
she remembers.  
 The breaking point came 
one day when her youngest son 
drew a picture at school but told 
the teacher, “I can’t take this home because I don’t  
have a wall to hang it on.”  

 That was when Mary knew she needed 
to make a change, and came to The Salvation 
Army for help. 
 Because of you, the Army was able 
to offer Mary counseling, prayer support, 
and guidance.  Now she has her own 
apartment, and she says, “My kids finally 
have their own room and their own beds.  
I’m proud of that.”
 She continues, “God sent them [The 
Salvation Army] to me and me to them so  
I could better myself for my children’s sake, 
and I couldn’t be more grateful.”

 Thank you for giving Mary – and  
so many others – the tools they need to build a  
brighter tomorrow.

Because of you, single moms  
in need have the chance 

for a better future.
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Your generosity ensures that struggling 
families don’t become statistics.

A few years ago, Dona had her retirement years all figured out: She was 
going to focus on going out to dinner with her husband of 42 years… 

relaxing… traveling to some of their favorite places.
 But then Dona’s husband passed away suddenly, leaving her all alone to 
raise four grandchildren who came to stay after their own mother could no 
longer take care of them. 
 “I never thought I’d be raising my grandchildren,” Dona says, admitting that 
“sometimes, it’s still a little rough” – especially with her chronic health problems 
and a limited income that she must continually stretch to make ends meet.
 But Dona doesn’t want you feeling sorry for her.
 “My grandkids energize me,” she says.  “I enjoy seeing them, learning, 
playing, and just being together on the outings we take.”
 It was a friend who suggested she go to The Salvation Army for help, one 
of the best decisions she says she’s ever made.
 Today, Dona lives in a special apartment complex for grandparents raising 
their grandchildren, and comes to The Salvation Army regularly, where she 
attends weekly support groups, learns about the latest developments in Social 
Security, and gets other help for the unique challenges she’s facing.  

    Thanks to you, Dona and 
her family have been able 
to participate in so many 
Salvation Army events, 
including our Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Adopt-a-
Family programs.  She even 
received scholarships so she 
and her oldest grandson could 
attend our youth and senior 
camps.
    “Without The Salvation 
Army, I don’t think we would 
have made it,” Dona says.  
“You need to have a support 
system in place, and for me, 
that’s the Army.”
    Thank you for all you do 
to help families like Dona’s 
find hope in the midst of 
their struggles.
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