
 

THE SALVATION ARMY OF 
GREATER CLEVELAND 

       
        

           SALVATIONARMYCLEVELAND.ORG 

 

 

 
Serving The Least of These 

 
By Jim Nichols 
March 19, 2021 

 
 
When the Rev. Stanley Miller showed up to volunteer at the COVID-19 vaccine clinic at The 
Salvation Army East Cleveland Corps on March 5, dozens of people were already lined up 
outside, eagerly awaiting their vaccine – and the doors weren’t due to open for another half 
hour. 
 

“You could just feel the excitement in the air,” said Miller, a civic leader, and a member of The 
Salvation Army of Greater Cleveland Advisory Board. “I saw joy in people’s eyes, man – 
relaxation, resolve, relief. They came to get those shots because they saw a way to find hope 
for the future.” 
 

By day’s end, the joint effort between The Salvation Army and the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health had inoculated 350 East Cleveland residents against a historic and deadly pandemic that 
left too many of them isolated and afraid. And it showed yet again how valuable The Salvation 
Army has become as a hub of Christ-inspired service in East Cleveland. 
 

The nonprofit agency opened a newly constructed community center at Doan and Hayden 
avenues in 2017. Since then, the center and its staff and volunteers have earned the trust of a 
downtrodden community left jaded by years of broken promises of help. 
 

“There have been a lot of people who have come to East Cleveland over the years saying 
they’re going to do good things for the community, and then the money ran out or the interest 
ran out and things dried up,” said Major Brian Glasco, a veteran Corps officer, urban missionary 
and administrator. “People were skeptical.” 
 

Major Brian came from Hartford, Conn., to East Cleveland in 2015 and set out to overcome the 
distrust. The sheer heft of The Salvation Army’s investment here – $10 million – was a 
statement of commitment that brought credibility. The center includes a gymnasium, education 
space, a senior center, a dining hall, a food pantry and gathering rooms. 
 

At the groundbreaking, a representative for a well-known senior-services center in the city 
asked Major Brian to host its programs there. Community partners began to offer help. 
Residents began to ask for it. And when TV news covered the grand opening in 2017, 800 
people showed up the next day – some to welcome The Salvation Army, others to seek its help. 
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Since then, Major Brian and his team have won allies and advocates with community 
commitment and service – prayer services, hunger programs, housing assistance, addiction-
recovery meetings, after-school programs for children and more. Residents have come to feel a 
sense of ownership, showing up unbidden to sweep the sidewalks and pick up litter. Leaders 
from rival gangs even approached Major Brian to assure him they would leave all hostilities 
outside. “They said, ‘We’re here to play ball and nothing else; The Salvation Army will be a safe 
zone.” 
 

For more than a year now, the pandemic has idled the basketball games and in-person 
socializing. So, when the county asked about hosting a vaccine clinic, “the answer was an 
absolute yes,” Major Brian said. 
 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine and a gaggle of news media were there to spotlight the vaccination 
clinic and encourage people to keep staying safe. Theresa Taylor, an East Cleveland resident 
who often volunteers at The Salvation Army, showed up for her shot as they were leaving and 
noticed that people’s smiles were evident even behind masks. She was in and out in 10 
minutes, she said with delight.  
 

“For the longest time, I felt so isolated – like I couldn’t go out in public,” Taylor recounted. 
“Once I got the shot, I felt easy – much better, more secure.” 
 

The Rev. Miller, a community liaison for MetroHealth and the former Executive Director of the 
Cleveland NAACP, said he wished The Salvation Army’s donors and support community could 
have witnessed the event. 
 

“It makes you feel good to know you are helping and making a difference,” he said. “Matthew 
25 tells us the question is going to be asked by God: ‘What have you done for the least of 
these?’ Supporting The Salvation Army is a way to serve the least of these.” 
 
 
 
 

About The Salvation Army: 
“Doing The Most Good.” In these four words, our mission – to feed, to clothe, to comfort, to 
care. An international movement, The Salvation Army is an evangelical arm of the universal 
Christian Church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. 
Its mission is to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and meet human needs in His name without 
discrimination. For more information, visit http://www.salvationarmycleveland.org. 
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