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‘You’ll Never 
Walk Alone’
In 1945, a war-weary nation found 
strength in the lyrics of a ballad from the 
musical, “Carousel:”

Walk on through the wind
Walk on through the rain
Though your dreams be tossed 
and blown

Walk on, walk on
With hope in your heart
And you’ll never walk alone
You’ll never walk alone

Throughout history, people have faced struggles with 
addiction, homelessness, abuse, poverty, hunger, depression 
and family conflicts. 

For The Salvation Army, people in need – and their struggles 
– are the very drivers of our work. They come to us seeking a 
listening ear, an open heart, a helping hand and the hope that 
someone will guide them, without judgement or scorn.

Our perspective is to meet people where they are. We start 
by opening their eyes to the possibilities 
that lie beyond their current crisis. Then, 
we provide the physical, emotional and 
spiritual supports to get them back on 
their feet. 

“We help people get unstuck from the 
obstacles that block them from moving 
forward with their lives,” said Business 
Administrator Tim Erlandson. 

This work is challenging, but we have 
help. God never expects us to walk 
alone. His power gives us strength. His 
grace gives us wisdom. His love blesses 
our efforts with generous donors and the 
means to do His work in this world.



A Message from the Majors
In our wildest 
dreams, who would 
have imagined 
the outcome from 
COVID-19 and 
its tolls on so 
many? Who could 
have foreseen the 
Dayton Kroc’s many 
adjustments to a 
new normal?

In 1 Corinthians 
10:13 from The 
Passion Translation, 
we learn, “We all 
experience times 
of testing… But 
God will be faithful to you. He will screen and filter the severity, 
nature, and timing of every test or trial you face so that you 
can bear it… for along with every trial God has provided for 
you a way of escape...”

In other words, God will be faithful; God can be 
trusted; and God has provided a way of escape.

The hallmark of our God is His faithfulness. He has provided 
the Dayton Kroc Center all the resources we’ve needed to 
alleviate some of the hurt caused by this dreaded virus – 
essentials like rent and mortgage assistance; gas, electric and 
water payments; and food, among a host of services.  

God has shown up on time, in time, every time, to strengthen 
our staff for many challenges. God pointed the way, for 
example, when we were uncertain about the next steps after 
our Kroc Park grand opening had to be cancelled because of 
the virus and Mother Nature. 

We pivoted to a new event, Kroctober (read more on page 
3), adapting plans and working with community partners to 
create a safe trick-or-treat experience for families at Kroc 
Park. We trusted God, and our event was a great success.

Most important, God provides a way of escape. In this 
sense, “escape” doesn’t mean flouting safety precautions or 
concocting a magical COVID-19 remedy. Rather, it is walking 
by faith in difficult times, and not living day-to-day in fear. This 
is a way of life. We know that God can be trusted. We can 
do what we do because of our faith in Him, because we are 
moving forward, and because God is leading the way.

Majors Stanley and Gayle Senak

A Fresh Take on Unity Day 
The Dayton 
Salvation 
Army’s 
celebration 
of Unity Day, 
honoring 
the late Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr., 
had a new look this year. Instead 
of a gathering, we created a video 
featuring three Army officers who 
present tributes to Dr. King, and 
music by our own Kip Moore.

The video debuted at our Sunday 
service and later on social media.

Donors Open Hearts Wide 
Morgan Hill worried she wouldn’t 
be able to afford Christmas for her 
three children. Recently relocated 
to Dayton, the family was barely 
scraping by. But our Adopt-a-Family 
program brought relief.

“I couldn’t believe the number of 
gifts,” Morgan said. “It was so much 
more than I’d imagined.”

Donors made it possible for the Army 
to adopt 20 families – more than 
doubling the previous year. 

The Angel Tree program tripled 
in donations over 2019. At 
three Walmart stores, everyday 
philanthropists provided toys, bikes 
and clothing for 250 children.

“It was such a blessing!” said one 
parent. “We were blown away.”



After-School Program  
Reimagined

Hello, Kroctober

With COVID-19 concerns running high, the Kroc Center’s 
traditional after-school program morphed into a remote 
experience this past school year. The Education Department 
met the challenge with the Learning in Action at-home 
program that every week 
delivered to students a 
bag filled with activities, 
supplies, books, 
snacks, family fun and a 
devotional component. 
Also, eight University of 
Dayton students and 
their professor regularly 
interacted remotely with  
the kids as part of their 
teacher training. 

The cancellation of the Kroc Park 
grand opening due to health 
restrictions and non-stop rain led 
to a new opportunity to introduce 
the community to the new facility: 
Kroctober, a family-friendly, 
COVID-safe, Halloween-themed 
event.

Community partners such 
as  CareSource, Shoes for the 
Shoeless, the Sheriff’s Office, 
Public Health, Evans Bakery, 
Compass Homecare and Oak 
Street Health helped greet 600 
attendees – many in costume. 
Families visited the properly 
spaced booths, caught candy 
from 10-foot chutes, collected 
giveaways and hammed up in the 
family photo booth. 

They called it fun. We called it 
another success for our resilient 
staff – and our community.

Students received after-school fun in a bag.

Rising to the Occasion
In early 2020, Dayton-area families 
were slowly recovering from the 
tragedies of 2019 – and then a 
pandemic hit. 

“Our clients are in need of everything 
right now – food, clothing, furniture 
and utility assistance as well as rent 
and mortgage assistance,” said 
Corinne Duperee, Ministry and Social 
Services manager. 

The Dayton Salvation Army’s 
Emergency Support Services has 
stepped up to fill many needs. 
For example, the Gift of Power 
program has allowed us to help 130 
households pay their utility bills in just 
its first month of operation in 2021.

“The Salvation Army graciously helped 
me in multiple ways…,” said one 
client, a single mother who moved to 
Dayton to escape an abusive situation. 
“I am so grateful for the generosity 
they have shown us and to the people 
who donate to the Salvation Army to 
help families in need.” 

Summer at the Kroc 
Kroc summer day camp is back for 
seven weeks in 2021, providing a 
fun, safe experience for kids aged six 
to 12. And that’s not all.

This summer, staff will introduce 
new offerings, such as a Junior 
Counselors program, babysitter 
training and the Mini Kroc program 
for three- to five-year olds.



Kettle Kickoff 5K and Family Fun Walk Kroc Kids Elite Basketball

Kroc Kids Archery

Pickleball

Kroc Kids Elite Soccer

Kroc Rec: They’ve Thought of EverythingKroc Rec: They’ve Thought of Everything

Postponed from last November, this 
board-of-health-approved, in-person, 
April 10 event showcases the entire 
Kroc Center campus, taking participants 
around Kroc Park and through the Kroc 
Center itself. The modest registration 
fees collected will jump start the 2021 
Red Kettle program to help families in 
need next Christmas.

Salvation Army 
basketball is back! 
Once the area’s 
premier youth 
basketball training 
ground, the revived 
program will sponsor 
two girls’ teams and 
two boys’ teams. 

Planners hope to start with second 
graders, “so we can work with them 
from the ground floor up,” according to 
recreation director Erin May. 

Inspired by the 
heroine of the “Hunger 
Games,” kids are 
asking to learn 

archery. And so, the Hispins ministry, a 
beginners’ archery program, has been 
running this spring in the Kroc gym. 
Certified instructors have been teaching 
kids ages seven and up the basics of 
handling a bow.

With up to 1,000 participants per month, 
pickleball reigns supreme as the Kroc 
Center’s most popular sport. In addition 
to almost daily pickup games on the 
indoor courts, some super enthusiasts 
have formed southwest Ohio’s first 
pickleball league, which plays every 
Wednesday. 
Starting in May, 
pickleball will move 
outdoors to Kroc 
Park’s eight courts.

It’s no secret that the fees for kids to play select sports are 
too steep for many families. Kroc Kids Elite Soccer aims to 
change that with affordable fees and scholarships available. 
The program is doubling this spring, now with three boys’ 
teams and one girls’ team for youngsters nine- through 
11-years old. 

Coaches of high school, college and professional teams will 
provide high-level skills training. The team coaches represent 
individuals with a passion to help kids.

It takes more than a pandemic to keep the Kroc Center’s recreation and fitness programs out of 
commission for long. With the excellent facilities of Kroc Park available, the coming months will 
feature a full schedule of affordable events, offerings and sports to get kids and adults off the 
couch and on the path to fun and fitness.



Miracle Small Baller Hits  
the Court
When five-year-
old Evan Strauss 
first stepped onto 
the Kroc Center 
basketball court 
last fall, his proud 
parents shed tears 
of joy. Jessica 
and Ryan hadn’t 
been certain 
their son would 
live to celebrate 
another birthday, 
let alone dribble a 
basketball. 

Born with 
hypoplastic left 
heart syndrome, 
Evan had the 
function of only 
one-half of his heart. Lacking adequate oxygen in his blood, 
he often felt too weak to walk. By age three, he had survived 
four open-heart surgeries and a stroke. 

When other remedies didn’t work, he received a heart 
transplant two years ago. Yet his body tried to reject it, 
requiring a six-month hospital stay and outpatient treatments.

Once stabilized after the transplant, however, Evan’s energy 
surged. The Spiderman-loving five-year old – and his parents 
– were ready for him to enjoy a more normal childhood.

“He’s fought so hard to be here,” said Jessica. “We felt we 
couldn’t waste any time.”

So, when a flyer came from Evan’s preschool promoting the 
Kroc Center’s four-week, skills-based small ball program, 
Jessica and Ryan thought it would be a good test. 

“His coach, Tom, was wonderful with the kids,” she said. “We 
can’t say enough good things about the whole program. And 
Evan loved it!”

Since then, Evan reached another important milestone when 
he recently tested rejection-free.

“Just watching him dribble a basketball was something we 
thought we’d never see,” said Jessica. “He’s blessed to  
be here.” 

A Fitness-
Forever Story 
This story is an update on a Kroc 
Fitness Center rockstar featured in 
this newsletter four years ago. When 
we first introduced Sunny Herring, 
she had shed 115 pounds through 
regular workouts at the Kroc and 
better eating habits. 

Fast forward to today. You can still 
find the slimmer Sunny at the Kroc 
Fitness Center, working out in the 
early morning hours four days a 
week before going to work as a 
lab assistant at Children’s Medical 
Center. Now 15 pounds lighter, the 
35-year old says her energy dips 
when she skips a workout.

She says she needs the energy 
boost – especially since she’s 
become the mother of a four-year old 
and a two-year old, both adopted 
from the foster-care system.

“There’s no way I could otherwise 
keep up with them as a single, 
working mother,” she said, adding 
that her parents love helping with 
childcare. 
“Plus, 
I really 
need 
that time 
away from 
everyone, 
just to 
be by 
myself.” 
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The Honorable  
E. Gerald Parker, Jr.
Growing up, E. Gerald Parker, 
Jr., dreaded Saturday mornings. 
While his friends were off on 
some adventure, the 11-year-old 
was expected to accompany 
his mother to church to serve 
lunches to people in need.

“I hated it, although once I got 
there, I felt better,” he said. “My 
mom was the best example of 
‘service above self.’”

His mother’s lessons stuck with him as he moved 
on into college. A cornerback on the Georgetown 
College football team in Kentucky, he organized a 
canned-food drive for his last game and delivered 
the donations to the food pantry himself. 

“I want to live like Christ,” he said. “My life is about 
service.” 

Serving on the bench of the Montgomery County 
Court of Common Pleas since 2019, the 38-year-
old Cincinnati native is a graduate of the Chase 
College of Law at Northern Kentucky University. He 
came to Dayton in 2007 to work in the Montgomery 
County Prosecutor’s Office for five years and then 
in private practice for another five. He then worked 
two years as a magistrate in juvenile court.

As judge, he’s served well by his Christian values. 
Although prepared to be punitive when necessary, 
he also feels called to show “grace and mercy” 
when he can help someone turn around a life.

When he first visited the Kroc Center after being 
invited to join the Board, Judge Parker was 
“awestruck” by the facility and immediately warmed 
to its mission.

“What I’ve come to know about Judge Parker is 
that he is a compassionate person who desires the 
best outcomes for those people he interacts with,” 
said Business Administrator Tim Erlandson. “He’s a 
great fit with The Salvation Army.”

Judge E. Gerald Parker, Jr.



Thank You
Thanks to your generosity, the Red Kettle Campaign generated  
$1,299,450 in donations this Christmas Season. Your donations  
fund our Christmas assistance and programs throughout the year. 

Volunteers visited 40 nursing homes, and distributed 3,339 gifts. 

Nearly 3,500 families received Christmas food assistance. 

Aided 1,172 households with direct assistance, issuing over $265,000.

115,037 individuals participated in 1,890 character-building and recreational programs. 

and much, much more... God Bless You



Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State_____ Zip  __________________  ✃

✃

With pleasure, I accept the invitation to help send a 
youngster to day camp!
With pleasure, I accept the invitation to help send a 
youngster to day camp!

	 	$350 to send two children to day camp for a week

	 	$175 to send one child to day camp for a week

	 	Other  $_________________

Please make all checks out to The Salvation Army Kroc Center and mail to: 
The Salvation Army, 1000 N. Keowee St., Dayton OH 45404-1520.

In-Person Day 
Camps are Back!
From morning devotionals and outdoor 
science to water-park visits and police K-9 
demonstrations, Camp Kroc is the ultimate 
boredom-buster for kids who have spent 
their school days in front of a computer or 
tablet. Our summer camps will open new 
worlds for kids as they explore themes such 
as “safari,” “superheroes” and “Hawaii.” 

And what a blessing for working parents. 
They can enjoy peace of mind knowing 
their children are making new friends, eating 
nutritious meals and learning in a safe, 
loving environment. For safety, planners 
have embedded approved COVID-19 
protocols into every day’s routines. 

But many struggling families can’t 
afford camp fees. 
With businesses closing and parents losing 
jobs, families that want the best for their 
kids simply can’t afford to pay for camp. 

We are once again relying on generous 
donors to make summer camp a reality for 

these youngsters. Your donations will make it possible for us to 
provide scholarships for hundreds of Dayton-area children to attend 
our day camps.  

Please, won’t you help send a child to camp?
Your gift is an investment in the future of our community. To make 
your tax-deductible donation, please make your check to The 
Salvation Army Kroc Center and mail it to 

 The Salvation Army
 1000 N. Keowee St., Dayton OH 45404-1520

If you have questions, please contact Tim Erlandson, Business 
Administrator, at 937-528-5205.


