
Contact:  
Gwen Owens 

Public Relations Manager 
 The Salvation Army of Eastern PA & Delaware 

      C: 484-832-2104 
Gwen.Owens@USE.SalvationArmy.org 

 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

 

THE GREATER PHILADELPHIA SALVATION ARMY RECEIVES PNC FOUNDATION GRANT 

TO PROVIDE ACADEMIC AND ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

TO UNDERSERVED CHILDREN  

Grant will fund The Army’s successful Learning Zone after-school program in the city 

 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (June 9, 2020) —The Greater Philadelphia Salvation Army is pleased to 

announce it will receive a $10,000 grant from the PNC Foundation, which receives its principal funding 

from The PNC Financial Services Group, to assist The Army in financing its award-winning Learning 

Zone after-school program. The funding was provided as part of PNC’s commitment to supporting the 

community in addressing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We are so grateful for this funding from PNC,” said Captain Tawny Cowen-Zanders, Greater 

Philadelphia divisional secretary. “The Salvation Army Learning Zones have served more than 450 

underserved children, grades K through 8, by providing the necessary academic tools for them to excel 

in school and motivate them to learn.” 

Prior to COVID-19, many of the participating children came from households where the total income 

was less than $35,000 a year. With 38.6 million Americans having filed for unemployment since 

COVID-19 emerged in mid-March, the number of Learning Zone participating children below the 

poverty level is expected to rise when school starts in the fall. 

“Throughout the school year and summer, the program offers a variety of academic and enrichment 

programming and curricula that compliment what children are learning throughout The School District 

of Philadelphia.  In addition, the program is designed to give children the skills and confidence they 

need to thrive in school and to continue their education beyond high school,” Cowen-Zanders added. 

“We are very proud that the program has received four awards of exemplary energy education and 

innovative programming. Thanks to this grant, we can continue to offer quality and affordable 

programming for children in underserved communities in Philadelphia, whether face-to-face or via 

virtual delivery.” 

The grant is part of a total of $30 million in philanthropic contributions The PNC Financial Services 

Group, Inc. committed to provide in markets across the country by the end of 2020 to address the impact 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 “As a bank, we recognize our role as a pillar of the communities we serve. We are actively working 

with local community organizations, like the Salvation Army, that are making a real difference in 

helping those affected by the pandemic,” said Joe Meterchick, PNC regional president for Philadelphia, 

https://www.pnc.com/en/about-pnc/corporate-responsibility/philanthropy/pnc-foundation.html?lnksrc=topnav
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Delaware and Southern New Jersey. “PNC has a long history of supporting education programs, and the 

Learning Zone program is perfectly aligned with that focus. It’s a program that has demonstrated 

success and one that’s more essential now than ever before.” 

The Greater Philadelphia Salvation Army is actively seeking partnerships with corporations, 

foundations, and community partners to help the Learning Zones implement innovative programming to 

meet the needs of the most vulnerable during the COVID-19 crisis.  

To donate from a distance, go to salvationarmypa.org.  All donations are directed to the ZIP code in 

which the donation originates.  

All corporate gift offers should be submitted to Corporate Giving Manager Stephen Brown at 

stephen.brown@use.salvationarmy.org. 

About PNC Foundation: 
The PNC Foundation, which receives its principal funding from The PNC Financial Services Group 

(www.pnc.com), actively supports organizations that provide services for the benefit of communities in which it 

has a significant presence. The foundation focuses its philanthropic mission on early childhood education and 

community and economic development, which includes the arts and culture. Through Grow Up Great, its 

signature cause that began in 2004, PNC has created a bilingual $500 million, multi-year initiative to help 

prepare children from birth to age 5 for success in school and life. 

 

About The Salvation Army: 
The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human  
service organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and 
more productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic 
approach to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and 
spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 community centers and a network of 
volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. Programs and services historically 
include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational opportunities, music 
programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal 
Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org. 
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