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HELPING HUNGRY NEIGHBORS AND AREA RESTAURANTS TO THRIVE 

 

Local Group "Carlisle PA Strong" collects donations to purchase meals from restaurants to give to  

The Salvation Army's Feeding Program   

 

Carlisle, PA. (April 22, 2020) – Now more than ever, people are coming together to help each other as 

COVID-19 continues to impact communities around the world. One group of Carlisle, Pennsylvania 

residents is stepping up to support their neighbors in need with healthy, delicious food in the midst of 

this health crisis. 

 

Tiffany Chestnut is the Carlisle resident who organized the group “Carlisle PA Strong” at the start of the 

pandemic. She and her volunteers have been collecting donations to purchase meals from local 

restaurants, and then donating those meals to The Salvation Army of Carlisle's daily feeding program, 

My Brother’s Table, to distribute directly to those in need.  

 

It is a win-win for all involved. Restaurants can only offer take-out meals since the state-wide shut down 

went into effect, and are scrambling to stay afloat.  Carlisle PA Strong's food orders are giving them 

much-needed cash flow, while also feeding community members who are hardest hit by the pandemic. 

 

"Our goal is to feed those less fortunate in our Carlisle community while helping our favorite Carlisle 

restaurants," Tiffany explained. "We are raising money to purchase discounted meals from our local 

restaurants and donating meals to The Salvation Army. Their program, My Brother's Table, feeds 70-90 

people every day. Restaurants are struggling to stay open. Why not help both?" 

 

The group initially placed an order for 80 meals from Spoons Café, a Carlisle-based restaurant that 

specializes in healthy, made-to-order meals. "Spoons Café graciously offered to individually wrap and 

bag each meal," said Tiffany.   

 

Since then, many local restaurants have provided meals, including Hickory Ridge Restaurant, Horner’s 

Corner BBQ, and Marcello's Ristorante & Pizzeria. A bakery, Nothing Sweeter, matched the group's 

order of 100 cookies by donating an additional 100. The Rustic Tavern recently made 100 meals 

consisting of a prime rib sandwich, chips, an apple, a cookie, and a bottle of water in each bag. "The 

owners even helped us carry everything out and load it up!" said Tiffany. "My husband, Brian, and I 

pick up the food at the restaurants and then drop it off at The Salvation Army. By the end of this week, 

we will have delivered just over 1,500 meals to My Brother's Table feeding program." 

 

The staff at The Salvation Army of Carlisle is very grateful for Carlisle PA Strong's assistance. "Tiffany 

has rallied the community behind The Salvation Army to raise awareness and ensure that no one goes 

without a meal," said Lauren Sheeler, Business and Development Associate at The Salvation Army. 
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"She has even helped to secure some urgently needed thermometers to protect the residents of The 

Salvation Army's housing programs. This group has been a tremendous blessing." 

 

"We enjoy doing this," said Tiffany. "It gives us something to do every day outside of worrying and 

stressing. The restaurants are really grateful. It's been an all-around great experience."  

 

The Salvation Army of Carlisle appreciates volunteers like Tiffany Chestnut and the members of 

Carlisle PA Strong, who continually look for opportunities to do good for others. They are “the Army 

behind The Army.” 
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About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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