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SCRANTON MAN HELPS THE SALVATION ARMY FEED LOCAL COMMUNITY 

MEMBERS  

Local produce distribution business owner uses own money to help his neighbors 

 

Scranton, PA. (April 17, 2020) – As a Scranton, Pennsylvania businessman whose family has been in 

the fresh produce business for over 100 years, Jamy Rosenstein understands the importance of having 

access to healthy and nutritious food. When Mr. Rosenstein found himself with a load of fruits and 

vegetables on hand from a canceled order, he set out to find a food pantry that could use it.  

 

When he stopped by The Salvation Army at 500 South Washington Street in Scranton, he was amazed. 

“I went down to check out their facility and they had 400 boxes they were packing up for the elderly, 

disabled and others. I was so impressed that here are people risking their own safety to pack these 

boxes.” 

 

While there, Mr. Rosenstein watched as a long line of people formed for the food boxes. With 

unemployment skyrocketing and triple the requests for food assistance due to the Coronavirus pandemic, 

The Salvation Army of Scranton has ramped up its operations and expanded its hours. Seeing the great 

need, Mr. Rosenstein arranged with Majors Robert and Karen Schmig, the Corps Commanding officers, 

to make regular produce deliveries to help provide hunger relief to those hardest hit by the effects of the 

health crisis. For the last three weeks, Mr. Rosenstein’s business, Atlantic Fresh Trading, has been 

delivering thousands of pounds of fresh produce twice a week to help fill the food boxes.  

 

Ronnie Piccolino was a happy recipient of that fresh produce. She called The Salvation Army in 

Scranton to donate some household items, and a staff member told her about the food box distribution. 

When Ms. Piccolino explained she was unable to drive there, Salvation Army staff came to her house 40 

minutes later with boxes filled with food. 

 

“I was floored with the amount of food,” she said. “They had their masks and gloves on, came through 

the gate and I was standing at a distance with my mask on. Before they came, I made a sign that said 

“Thank you so much! You’re the best!”  They put all the food on the table, box after box.  One box had 

apples, clementines, honeydew melons, parsley, onions, potatoes, and tomatoes.  It was so beautiful to 

see they delivered healthy food. My mouth dropped open!  It was enough food for a month. I was really 

so grateful. I came in and thanked God because all goodness comes from God, and I thanked America. I 

said, God, you did bless America!” 

 

“Because I knew that there was so much food, I shared it with several other people,” Ms. Piccolino 

continued. “So, The Salvation Army made many people happy. At a time like this especially, when 

people don’t want to go out, it’s not only the food, it’s that you cared enough to bring the food to me.” 
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“Major Bob and Major Karen are my new best friends,” said Mr. Rosenstein.  “They are the heroes of 

Lackawanna County right now.  As much as I have done, I am dropping off a load of produce, but they 

are knocking on people’s doors. They are doing a tremendous amount of work.” 

 

A disabled man who needed food recently contacted Mr. Rosenstein. “I put him in touch with Major 

Bob and now he’s going to get a box every week,” he said.  “If it weren’t for The Salvation Army, I 

don’t know if these people would have gotten through this.” 

 

 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

 

### 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.salvationarmypa.org/

