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Kroc Center: 
10 Years of 
Spreading Hope 
If Salvation Army founder William Booth 
were to travel across time to today’s 
Dayton Salvation Army, we believe he 
would be pleased with the mission set 
in motion in 1884, when our corps was 
formed. His purpose – to offer hope to 
the hopeless – has driven us to create 
a wide variety of facilities, services and 
programs to serve our neighbors in need.

Today Booth would find our immensely popular facilities – a 
10-year-old Kroc Center and brand-new Kroc Park – that 
were made possible by the generosity and concern of a 
caring community. He would be satisfied that all are welcome 
here to seek out the physical, emotional and spiritual supports 
they need to fulfill their potential. From our after-school 
programs, youth camps, technology training, sports, exercise 
facilities and performing arts, to our feeding initiatives, disaster 
response and worship services, Booth would see us doing 
God’s work in the community.

The founder did visit the Dayton Salvation Army in 1886, two 
years after Salvationists first spread their message to crowds 

gathered on the banks of the Miami-Erie 
Canal at Third Street and Library Park. 
It’s likely he stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with his soldiers, feeding the poor, 
sheltering the neglected and offering a 
path to redemption to all who asked.

Our commitment to General Booth’s 
mission has never wavered. Even after 
136 years, we stand prepared every day 
“to meet human needs in the name of 
Jesus Christ without discrimination.”



A Message from the Captains
The Salvation Army 
operates in 131 
countries and its 
mission throughout 
the world is the 
same: To serve 
people with the 
love of God. Here 
in Dayton, Ohio, 
that mission is lived 
out at the Kroc 
Center. Serving 
people is not just 
about checking 
off a box for a 
good deed. Our 
heartfelt conviction 
is that people must be honored for their God-given dignity. 
Loving people involves more than just offering a meal and 
paying a utility bill, or handing out Christmas assistance. It is 
about us realizing that people are meant for relationships and 
community. We are convinced that every person who walks 
through our doors must feel they belong here. 

The Salvation Army’s holistic approach is a way to honor 
the intrinsic value of every human being. A Salvation Army 
officer, Lieutenant Chris Button, in an article used a phrase, 
“benevolent oppression.” The idea is that when we serve 
people because we have the means and “they” need the help, 
people are grateful for the help. However, they walk away with 
a feeling they can never repay us. 

At The Salvation Army, our goal is to help people understand 
the “why” of our service. Not only do we provide a service 
to those in need, but we learn their names and stories that 
make each person unique.  We connect with people and 
invite them into our Kroc Center community. This is why The 
Salvation Army’s ministry is one-of-a-kind. 

Of course, we do help people with their immediate needs; 
however, we go a step further with a personal connection 
through relationships, prayer, church community, and pastoral 
care that results in transformation. We believe every person 
has something to offer, and we can be better people together, 
which brings honor to God.  

Captains Pierson and Swetha Vincent,  
Corps Officers

Fallen Hero Honored 
on MLK Day
To his family, Jorge Del Rio was
a loving husband and father. 
To his coworkers at the city of 
Dayton and Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) Task Force, 
the 30-year police veteran was a 
fearless crimefighter battling drugs 
on the streets.

On November 7, 2019, Det. Del
Rio was mortally wounded in 
the line of duty as he executed a 
DEA search warrant. The entire 
community has mourned his loss.

“He was a noble, selfless public 
servant,” said Dayton Police Chief 
Richard Biehl at a public memorial 
service. 

“He was a great man, not because
of the way he died, but because 
of the way he lived his life each 
day,” added Ohio Governor Mike 
DeWine. Mayor Nan Whaley noted 
his kindness and humility. 

For these outstanding qualities,
Detective Del Rio was honored at 
this year’s Dayton Salvation Army 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Unity Day. 
Some 120 came to remember the 
life of Jorge Del Rio and honor him 
for making the ultimate sacrifice to 
protect the community. 



A Message from the Captains Instant Success for Kroc Park
The new Kroc Park is everything we imagined it would be – and 
more! Thanks to our generous donors, The Dayton Salvation Army 
has transformed an underutilized vacant lot across from the Kroc 
Center campus into a major regional asset for sport and fitness 
activities, and community gatherings. 

The park, which was dedicated on September 22, 2019, includes 
an all-weather turf field, eight pickleball courts, a one-third-mile 
walking track and a pee-wee soccer field, not to mention stadium 
seating, concession stands and restrooms.

The facilities are already wildly popular with a variety of users.

Soccer and Lacrosse
• The all-weather turf field is being 
rented to various soccer and 
lacrosse teams for practices, games, 
tournaments and skills-development 
programs. It’s booked virtually every 
evening and Saturdays through  
the season.

• The Dayton Kroc Center is now 
sponsoring three select boys’ soccer 
teams of various ages – under-9, 
under-10 and under-16 – that use 
Kroc Park as their home field. 

• A Kroc recreational soccer league for youth ages 3 to 18 is also 
playing at the fields. Participants learn the fundamentals of the 
game and participate in fun, low-key competition.

• Special soccer programming focused on skills development will 
be ongoing with clinics and camps throughout the year.

• Parents tell staff they appreciate the bleachers and restrooms, 
which aren’t available at most soccer and lacrosse venues.

Pickleball
• Outdoor open 
gyms are held every 
morning, Monday 
through Saturday, 
and every evening, 
Monday through 
Friday. Pickleball 
clinics are scheduled 
periodically.

• A senior pickleball 
tournament is being 
held this spring, 
with more to come 
through the season.

Kroc Park Dedication

Fitness Programming

• The walking track 
is popular with 
parents who bring 
their children to the 
various practices 
and neighborhood 
fitness enthusiasts.

• Fitness classes 
will be held outdoors whenever possible.

Kroc Soccer: It’s for Everyone
By the time the Kroc Center Soccer Club’s 
U-10 boys’ team were able to play on their 
home field, it was the last game of their fall 
2019 season.

“We were the ‘homeless’ soccer team all 
season,” said U-10 Coach Mourad Elsaleh. 
“But when the kids finally got to play there, 
they were so excited, they showed up early 
and played like Energizer Bunnies.”

The Dayton Salvation Army launched the 
Kroc Center Soccer Club one year ago to 
provide advanced instruction and high-level 
team competition at a low cost for those 
who can’t afford established, expensive 
soccer clubs. The three boys’ teams 
compete in local select soccer leagues. 

“Our goal is to combat the pay-to-play 
culture that prohibits youth participation in 
underserved communities,” said Fitness and 
Recreation Director Erin May. 
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1884 – The Salvation 
Army is established in 
Dayton. To spread their 
message, they march 
in the streets and hold 
prayer meetings in 
saloons, music halls, 
theaters, prisons, 
factories and private 
houses. Army barracks is 
located on Third Street.

1951 – Facilities on 
Wilkinson and Fifth 

streets open for Army 
administration and 

programs.

1988 – The Army opens the new 
Adult Rehabilitation Center, a men’s 
and women’s residential facility for 
the treatment of alcohol and drug 
addictions.

1978 – Dayton Salvation 
Army begins sponsoring AAU 
basketball team for Dayton-area 
boys.

1975 – The Xenia tornado 
strikes, and The Salvation Army 
responds.

1984 – The Salvation Army 
celebrates 100 years in Dayton. 

1908 – The Dayton 
Salvation Army begins 

feeding the hungry and 
visiting nursing homes at 

Christmas. Army today 
feeds some 4,000 families 

every year.

1886 – Salvation Army 
founder, General William 
Booth, visits The Dayton 
Salvation Army.

Salvation Army: 136 Years and a History of HopeSalvation Army: 136 Years and a History of Hope

1913 – Members of the Salvation Army Relief 
Corps arrive in Dayton to provide assistance after 
the Great Dayton Flood of 1913.

1931 – The Salvation 
Army distributes toys to 
children at Christmas.

1942 – The Dayton 
Salvation Army lends 
support to the war effort. 

1930 – The 
Dayton Salvation 

Army opens a 
new building. A 

banner at the 
dedication states, 

“Not a charity 
but a chance.”
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2006 – Dayton 
chosen for a 

Salvation Army 
Ray and Joan Kroc 
Corps Community 
Center with Joan 

Kroc gift of $66 
million.

2019 – On Memorial Day, devastating tornadoes rip though Dayton, and 
Salvation Army delivers food and water to victims and cleanup crews. Army 
continues to work with local agencies 
on disaster relief. The fall sees Kroc Park 
dedicated and full-scale usage beginning. 
Finally, Dayton corps hosts the National Kroc 
Center Conference.

1994 – Dayton Salvation 
Army starts Red Kettle Club 
fundraising program.

1988 – The Army opens the new 
Adult Rehabilitation Center, a men’s 
and women’s residential facility for 
the treatment of alcohol and drug 
addictions.

2001 – New Xenia Service Unit opens.

2018 – Planning begins for Kroc Park 
adjacent to the Kroc Center campus.

2010 – Kroc Center grand opening brings 
hundreds of neighbors, friends and community 
leaders in to experience the beautiful, new facilities.

2011 – Kroc Center 
programs launch, 
including SK2 After-
School program, 
Celebrate Christmas, 
Back to School Bash, 

Prime Time for Seniors, a variety of 
literacy programs and first full summer of 
day camps.  
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2015 – Dayton Salvation Army begins Mobile Canteen program to feed the 
hungry in Old North Dayton. Also, Army partners with Dayton Power and Light to 
provide the Gift of Power program to help people pay their winter heating bills.

2014– Dayton Corps hosts the National Advisory 
Board meeting and General André Cox visit at the 
Kroc Center. 

2020 – The Kroc Center 
celebrates 10 years.

Ty Greenless, Dayton Daily News
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Thank You
Thanks to your generosity, the Red Kettle Campaign generated  
$1,167,881 in donations this Christmas Season. Your donations  
fund our Christmas assistance and programs throughout the year. 

Volunteers visited 38 nursing homes, and distributed 3,260 gifts. 

Over 4,000 families received Christmas food assistance. 

94,663 meals were served in 2019 through our programs. 

185,089 individuals participated in 5,432 character-building and recreational programs. 

and much, much more... God Bless You

Meet Our Advisory Board

Wendy Scholl, Don Prizler, Tom Kemp
Three Dayton Salvation Army Advisory Board members 
have raised the bar for dedicated service to a single mission. 
Wendy Scholl, Don Prizler and Tom Kemp have served on the 
Board for a combined 129 years.

All three remember the pre-Kroc-Center days when the Board 
met in the hottest room, just above the boiler, in the Army’s 
Wilkinson Street building, and handed out Christmas turkeys 
in the largest – and coldest – room, the gym. They also recall 
excitement around the promise of a Kroc Center that would 
elevate opportunities to serve Dayton’s people in need. 

Although the three share much, they come from different 
backgrounds. Wendy Scholl, a New Orleans native, Ohio 
Weslyan graduate and teacher, came to the Board in 1976 
and also served as chair. A highlight for her was fundraising 
as a Red Kettle bell ringer and seeking donations from the 
office workers at the then-Winter’s Bank Tower. 

When Tom Kemp joined the Board in 1976, he brought the 
unique talents of an engineer-turned-chief-financial-officer. 
The Fort Wayne, Indiana, native and Cornell University 
graduate came to Dayton and worked in several high-
tech companies. He served on the Board’s construction 
committee, helping to guide the development of the Kroc 
Center and Kroc Park.

Don Prizler began his service in 1979 and soon was named 
chair. Born and raised in California, he came to Dayton for 
a job in sales after graduating from the University of Denver. 
His career led him to sales positions with other companies, 
including IBM. He now works as a realtor and has helped the 
Army buy and sell several properties.

All three have continued to serve because they believe in the 
Army’s mission. “I admire The Salvation Army because their 
work is not about offering a band-aid,” said Wendy Scholl. 
“It’s about changing lives.” 

Tom Kemp Don PrizlerWendy Scholl
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Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State_____ Zip  __________________  ✃

✃

With pleasure, I accept the invitation to help send a 
youngster to camp!
With pleasure, I accept the invitation to help send a 
youngster to camp!

	 	$700 or more to send two children to Camp SWONEKY for a week

	 	$350 to send one child to Camp SWONEKY for a week

	 	$175 to send one child to our day camp program for a week

	 	Other  $_________________

Please make all checks out to The Salvation Army Kroc Center and mail to: 
The Salvation Army, 1000 N. Keowee St., Dayton OH 45404-1520.

Camps will Share 
Christian Message
In an age when children are expected to 
cope with damaging behaviors such as 
bullying, shaming, abuse and violence, this 
summer’s Kroc camps will be a breath of 
fresh air. Throughout our 2020 camps, we’ll 
be weaving messages of Christian values 
that flow from the belief that “Jesus is our 
strong foundation.” As they play, create, 
compete and develop, campers will learn 
concepts of forgiveness, love, promise, life 
and worth – and how they can apply them 
to their own lives. 

Of course, our day camps will include 
all the activities kids – and their parents – 
love, such as games, arts and crafts, sports, 
outdoor science, technology, reading and 
field trips. The overnight Camp SWONEKY 
will continue to offer rock climbing, 
horseback riding, swimming, archery  
and more.

We believe that no child should miss out on 
our camps’ character-building experiences 
because of finances. 

Yet many families can’t afford camp fees, especially after 
losses in last spring’s tornadoes
Every year, we rely on our generous donors to come through and 
make it possible for us to provide scholarships for hundreds of 
Dayton-area children to participate in our day camps and Camp 
SWONEKY.  

Please, won’t you help send a child to camp?
Your gift is an investment in the future of our community. To make 
your tax-deductible donation, please make your check to The 
Salvation Army Kroc Center and mail it to 

	 The	Salvation	Army
	 1000	N.	Keowee	St.,	Dayton	OH	45404-1520

If you have questions, please contact Tim Erlandson, Business 
Administrator, at 937-528-5205.
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