
Wadsworth Newsletter
THE LEARNING CENTER AND THE PANDEMIC

COVID-19:  FOOD PANTRY!

We are so excited that Learning Center and Care Team were able to open this year in spite of the 
pandemic.  We have made some changes to the format in order to keep everyone safe.  Our Care Team 
is operating at a reduced capacity to allow for social distancing. Our Learning center is open 4 days per 
week with a group of students on Mondays and Wednesdays and another on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
This allows for more spacing of bodies in our classrooms.  We have even been able to serve some kiddos 
whose parents had chosen the virtual option for this year.  We felt that it was important to be able to help 
these kids and to able to provide them some face-to-face (mask to mask) interaction! In the short amount 
of time that we have been operating we have seen growth and change in our kiddos as well as the need 
for a consistent and secure place for some of them to be.  We are so happy to be with “our” kids again!
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As we continue to serve the basic needs of our community our food pantry 
is still open and running daily!  We are so grateful to our community and 
donors for their continued support so we can continue to serve Wadsworth.  
We are in need of some things that we are running low on in our pantry.  

Thank you for your continued support of The Salvation Army and 
helping us serve our community.

It is no surprise this year has looked very different then most of us 
have seen before.  With the Covid-19 pandemic, we have been busier than 
ever at The Salvation Army.  We started a program in direct response to 
the pandemic and schools being closed that would help families feed their 
children while they were not receiving school lunches.  During this program 
we saw many families on a weekly basis and were able to walk through this 
very uncertain time with them and provide basic needs at a time when that 
was hard for many. 

The basic needs that we were able to meet were:

These numbers will continue to rise as the pandemic continues. 

2020 HAS BEEN A YEAR FILLED WITH HARDSHIPS

Families.................................................... 1,612
People........................................................ 6,253
Bags ........................................................... 4,508
Meals.......................................................... 76,240
Snacks......................................................... 12,618
Hygiene Kits.............................................. 1,276
Children’s Activities................................ 1,869
Volunteer Hours....................................... 1,262
Phone calls received................................. 1,081
Phone calls made...................................... 728
GIK.............................................................. $130,986

• Toilet paper
• Dish soap
• Laundry soap
• Shampoo and Conditioner

• Body Wash and Soap
• Lotion
• Dog food
• Cat food

2020 has been a year filled with hardships: wildfires, hurricanes, civil unrest… and 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Life doesn’t look like it did just a year ago for so many families 
in our community. People who have always stood on their own two feet now need help 
from The Salvation Army, and we’ve been there every step of the way.
 

Thanks to donations of money and goods given by members of our community, we 
have so far been able to meet the most basic needs of those who have been hit the hardest 
by the pandemic. But with more people facing poverty this upcoming Christmas season, 
we need support more than ever in order to give hope to families this Christmas. 

That’s why we have made donating easier than ever and have implemented safe, 
contactless ways to give back to your neighbors in need. We hope to have bell ringers at 
area stores, just like usual, but on the kettle signs—and on our counter kettles around 
town—there will be the option to donate by Kettle Pay which works with Apple Pay, 
Google Pay, or a QR code. All three options allow one to donate using a smart phone, 
without ever touching the kettle. 

We have also implemented a “Text to Donate” campaign. You will see yard signs 
popping up all over town which let everyone know that if they text “WadsworthOH” to 
41444, they can send a donation.
 

Finally, we have a “Virtual Red Kettle” on our Facebook page and website. All three 
methods to donate—the virtual red kettle, text to donate and Kettle Pay—take less than a 
minute to complete and the funds stay right here in Wadsworth.

For those who prefer to give goods, we have online registries at Walmart and 
Amazon. There, you will find the most popular gifts and toys for the children in our 
Angel Tree program. You can order online, and the gift will be delivered directly to our 
building, saving you time and keeping you safe. 

For those who feel comfortable shopping in person, you 
can pick up an Angel Tree tag from Walmart and shop for a 
specific child. Or you can host an Angel Tree at your business or 
organization. We are also running our Adopt-A-Family program 
and you can call our offices to Adopt-A-Family. 

There are so many people struggling this year to make ends 
meet and we are doing our best to help them while keeping our 
donors and clients safe while we provide the essential gifts of food, 
shelter, and hope to those hurting right here in Wadsworth.
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