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THE SALVATION ARMY HAMBURG SERVICE CENTER AND NORTHERN BERKS 

SERVICE UNITS HELPING MORE PEOPLE IMPACTED BY PANDEMIC 

 

Volunteers to hand out 4500 meals to Berks County residents in need  
on June 2nd and June 9th  

 

HAMBURG, PA – The Salvation Army – Hamburg Service Center and Berks County Service 

Units are serving more people than usual these days due to a growing need in the community and 

a partnership with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. As a result, Salvation Army personnel 

and community volunteers will be handing out boxes full of non-perishable food and freshly 

cooked frozen meals to Berks County residents in need on Tuesday, June 2nd and June 9th 

between 1 pm and 2:30 pm at The Salvation Army Hamburg Service Center, 700 S. 4th in Hamburg. 

 
“For the last two months, we’ve been providing much-needed meals to people who’ve lost jobs, 

have had their hours cut, and in some cases, both parents have been furloughed. Ordinarily we 
hand out food vouchers and emergency food boxes on request. However, we’re seeing people 
from zip codes that we don’t typically see. They’re calling in or coming to us for help, so we’ve 

had to add drive-up food distributions in the last several weeks,” said Rebecca Netznik, Regional 
Manager, The Salvation Army Service Extension Department. “They drive up and our workers 

and volunteers, wearing masks and gloves, put the food into their trunks.  The food the state 
provided has helped tremendously because we’re reaching more people and helping ease stress 
and hunger during uncertain times.” 

 
Those who need food are asked to pre-register by calling 610-562-8440 or emailing 

hamburgtsa@gmail.com. If an individual or family cannot come on the distribution days, they 
can make an appointment to receive an emergency food box provided in part by the United Way 
of Berks County, the Berks County Community Foundation, and Helping Harvest. Food 

vouchers are also available thanks to the United Way of Berks County and the Berks County 
Community Foundation. 

“There is no quarantine from hunger. With so many people unemployed and underemployed due 
to COVID-19, the need for food is extremely great in rural Berks County. No one should go 
hungry in any zip code that we service,” Netznik said. “While food is the necessity most needed 
now, we expect many more people will need rent assistance and other financial help soon.  
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They’ll be coming to us for aid and we will be here to serve as best we can. That is our mission. 

We serve wherever we can without discrimination.” 

For more information about The Salvation Army Hamburg Service Center and the Salvation Army in 
rural Berks County, please contact Rebecca Netznik at 610-698-1904 or visit our Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Thesalvationarmyhamburgservicecenter/ 
 
To donate from a distance, go to The Salvation Army’s Virtual Food Pantry at salvatioarmypa.org.   
All donations for the Virtual Food Pantry will be directed to the ZIP code in which your donation 
originates. 

 
About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a  faith-based, comprehensive human service 

organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more 

productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to 

providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s 

programming serves every zip code through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, 

early childhood development, recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational 

programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal 

Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to 

preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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