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“I REALLY APPRECIATE THE SALVATION ARMY” 

 

The Salvation Army Williamsport Corps supports those in need who are housebound 

 

Williamsport, PA. (June 8, 2020) – It was a gloomy, rainy day when Major Don Spencer drove around 

the outskirts of Lycoming County to deliver food boxes to housebound seniors. Major Don and his wife 

Major Paula, Corps Officers of The Salvation Army Williamsport Corps, were surprised to see a sign on 

the door of the first house. 

 

The elderly widow who lived in the house taped up a sign thanking them for the food. "That made my 

day!" Major Don remarked. “People are very grateful.” 

 

Anna (name changed for privacy), 75, was glad to have the food brought to her front porch. "It was very 

nice they did that. I really appreciate The Salvation Army. I knew they were coming to deliver the food, 

and I put a note on the door to thank them."  

 

The food distribution at The Salvation Army has changed since the pandemic began. “We put 

restrictions in place due to COVID-19. People come to the building, speak through an intercom, and we 

bring the food out to their vehicles," Major Don explained. 

 

The number of people in need of food assistance has doubled. "Our food pantry has been very busy," 

said Major Paula. “Many people said they weren’t receiving any income at all and were in need of help. 

Some people were afraid to go out to the grocery store and be around a large number of people. They 

felt safer coming to The Salvation Army to receive food."  

 

Major Paula explained one reason for the increased need is due to the shutdown of schools. “You have 

your kids home for every single meal now. You have them for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and you 

have to cook every meal and provide snacks. Kids just eat all the time. Families need the extra milk or 

the extra food items we are able to provide." 

 

The two officers and other staff have been delivering food boxes to seniors, those who are housebound, 

sick, or unable to come to the Corps. “Instead of having them come to the building during the pandemic, 

we’ve been delivering the boxes to them,” said Major Paula. "We felt, with the seniors, it would be a 

good ministry to bring it to them since they are in a high-risk group.” 

 

Major Paula received a call from a family who had one family member ill with COVID-19. "They 

needed help and asked if they could come to the Corps. We suggested that we would come to them and 

leave the food box on their porch, so they could feel safe and we could keep everybody else safe." 

 

With Lycoming County entering the green phase today, the Majors are drafting a plan to prepare to open 

programs that have been closed since the pandemic began. "We are cleaning the building and looking at 
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what the state requires to open. We are making sure we have enough room with the tables spread apart 

for social distancing, and installing hand sanitizing stations. We will start with Sunday worship service 

if possible." 

 

The Majors hope the Women’s Ministry program will start in July. They have contingency plans in 

place for children's programming for the summer, possibly offering virtual online activities. "We don't 

know what the future holds yet," said Major Don. "We just do what we can. That's the best we can do." 

 

Anna is glad Lycoming County is in the green phase. "I think it's a good thing because there is too much 

frustration. People will feel better about things now. They'll feel more hopeful." 

 

The Salvation Army is praying for peace, comfort, and healing for all our communities during this very 

unsettling time. To give to The Salvation Army, please go to The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry.  

 

### 
 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
http://www.salvationarmypa.org/

