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The Salvation Army 

736 West Main Street 

Lexington, KY  40508 

www.salvationarmylex.org 

 

Telephone:  (859) 252-7706 

Fax:  (859) 252-6341 

 

Serving Fayette, Jessamine and Scott Counties 

 

History and Impact 

 The Salvation Army Captain in San Francisco had resolved in 

December of 1891, to provide a free Christmas dinner to the area’s 

poor.  But, how would he pay for the food?  As he went about his daily 

tasks, the question stayed in his mind.  Suddenly, his thoughts went 

back to his days as a sailor in Liverpool, England.  On the Stage 

Landing he saw a large pot, called “Simpson’s Pot” into which 

charitable donations were thrown by passers-by. 

 On the next morning, he secured permission from the 

authorities to place a similar pot at the Oakland ferry landing, at the 

foot of Market Street.  No time was lost in securing the pot and placing 

it in a conspicuous position so that it could be seen by all those going to 

and from the ferry boats.  In addition, a brass urn was placed on a stand 

in the waiting room for the same purpose. 

 Thus, Captain Joseph McFee launched a tradition that has 

spread not only throughout the United States by also throughout the 

world.   

 In 1897, an Army officer by the name of McIntyre prepared 

Christmas plans for Boston around the kettle, but his fellow officers 

refused to cooperate for fear of making a spectacle of themselves.  So, 

McIntyre, his wife and sister set up three kettles at Washington Street 

thoroughfare in the heart of the city.  That year the kettle effort located 

in Boston and other locations nationwide resulted in 150,000 Christmas 

dinners for the needy.   

 Over the years, innovative designs have added to the attraction 

of the kettles as well as the playing of an Army band or singing of the 

chorus.  In addition, the ‘Christmas Kettle Effort’ has been given 

assistance from volunteer groups, service clubs, church groups, families 

and businesses.  Those who volunteer experience the wonder of seeing 

the compassion of others as they give; hearing the true-life stories of 

how many have been helped by The Salvation Army and that they can 

never go by a kettle without giving something, just to say thank you.   

 A more recent design has been the desk-top kettle which can be 

placed in an office waiting area, bank or check-out counter. 

 Whether in the office or at a store, the kettle not only is part of 

Christmas, but also a reminder of the work of The Salvation Army, 

supported by your volunteer efforts.  The kettle also speaks of hope, for 

quietly behind the ministry of The Salvation Army is the grace of God 

revealed in love through His Son, Jesus Christ.  God’s Son, His gift to 

us so that we may experience forgiveness and restoration.   

 Christmas may be many things to many people, but, for The 

Salvation Army, it is simply serving the Lord by helping others and 

through this ministry others may see God’s grace for them. 



Steps to Successful Group Bell Ringers 
 
 Pick a Stand Location and Date(s) 

 

 Sign up to Volunteer: 

Contact Andrea Kaler by email or phone at least 3-days in 

advance of the day(s) you would like to ring as well as the 

hours in which you will be occupying the stand. 

(andrea.kaler@use.salvationarmy.org, (859)252-7706 ext. 

112).  Sign up volunteers for at least a four hour time period.  

One or more volunteers may stand at a kettle during a shift.  

This could be a family affair, as some families may want to 

ring bells together.  This is helpful in cold weather, or if an 

emergency should arise.  Please do not leave the kettle 

unattended. When volunteers play musical instruments, it 

adds to the seasonal atmosphere.  Musical groups are 

encouraged to stand in small groups to play or sing 

Christmas carols.   

 

 Confirm with the Group:   

As something unexpected may have come up, make sure to 

call or text your group to confirm.  This would allow time to 

recruit another volunteer and make adjustments to the 

schedule.  If you will not be able to ring on the day you are 

scheduled to, please notify Andrea Kaler immediately so that 

we do not lose valuable time at your stand location.   

 

 Confirm and Ring:   

A Salvation Army representative will have a kettle waiting 

for your group at the location you volunteered for.  There 

will be a stand, sign, pin and bells also.  Emergency numbers 

will be on the sign to contact us with any questions.  We can 

provide a sign recognizing your group if you wish.  You may 

also provide your own sign, banner, flyers, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 Conclude the Day:  

A Salvation Army representative will pick up the kettle from 

you, or they will retrieve it at the customer service desk 

(They will always have an I.D.  Feel free to ask them for it!).  

We will count the contents of the kettle and inform the 

coordinator of the amount your group raised.   

 

 

Kettle Locations 

 

K-mart Nicholasville Road 
All Kroger Locations  (Euclid, Tates Creek, Nicholasville Road, 

Bryan Station, Alexandria Drive, Boston Road, Beaumont, 

Richmond Road, Bellerive/Southland 68, Romany Road, Hartland 

Parkway, Paris Pike, Chinoe, Euclid, Leestown Road, Brannon 

Road, Nicholasville KY) 

All Wal-Mart Locations  (New Circle Road, Nicholasville Road, 

Richmond Road, Hamburg Pavilion, Nicholasville KY, Saron Drive, 

Palomar) 

Sam’s Club Lexington (New Circle Rd.)  

Sam’s Club Nicholasville 

Lexington Green 

Big Lots in Hamburg 

Big Lots on Lane Allen Road 

 
Kettles can also be placed at other locations, however, permission must be 

secured in advance.  Please call us if you have another location in mind. 

 

Countertop kettles are available for office foyers, banks and 

register checkouts. Please Call (859) 252-7706 ext. 112 if you are 

interested, or for further information 

 

Call us for more information!!! 

 

mailto:andrea.kaler@use.salvationarmy.org

