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The Mayflower Compact  
 November 11th, 1620 

 

[This pdf document contains all the words of the Mayflower Compact unaltered.  For greater 
understanding and appreciation of this we have applied two helps: 1) Formatting that allows the 

reader to absorb and digest each paragraph and 2) a short one sentence header over each paragraph 
that describes the purpose of each paragraph.    The idea of a civil compact where the people 

covenant before God and then elect leaders of character as civil servants of the people grew out of the 
Reformation in Europe.  We hope these helps will allow you to appreciate this precious document all 

the more.  www.USCivicsTraining.org ] 
 

[Statement of Acknowledgement and humility to God] 
In the name of God, Amen.  
 
[Statement of Acknowledgement to the King of England] 
We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, 
by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, . 
 
[Purpose of coming to America] 
Having undertaken, 

 for the Glory of God  
 and advancement of the Christian Faith  
 and Honour of our King and Country,  
 

a Voyage to plant the First Colony in the Northern Parts of Virginia,  
 
[Covenant to God and toe each other into a civil society] 
do by these presents 

 solemnly and mutually in the presence of God and one of another,  
 Covenant and Combine ourselves together into a Civil Body Politic,  
 for our better ordering and preservation  
 and furtherance of the ends aforesaid;  
 

[The civil covenant would allow them to act on these four items] 
and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equal Laws,  

 Ordinances,  
 Acts,  
 Constitutions and  
 Offices,  
 

[Limited government – only needed as time requires it] 
from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the 
Colony,  
 
[All signers agree to support the covenant and to obey the laws they vote upon] 
unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.  
 
[Witness for each other] 
In witness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape Cod, the 11th of November, 
in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France and Ireland the 
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini 1620. 
 


