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Welcome to an  
Innovative Master of  
Social Work Program
The University of Southern California School of Social Work is one of the most 
innovative schools of social work in the country, and we pride ourselves on being 
trailblazers in the field of social work and higher education. We are a top research 
school, and the first civilian institution to introduce a military social work program. 
We continue in this tradition with the MSW@USC, the first web-based Master  
of Social Work program from a top-ranked university. 

At the USC School of Social Work, we have always been pioneers when it comes to 
improving the well-being of vulnerable individuals and communities through social 
and economic justice in the United States and around the world. Now we have 
taken state-of-the-art technology to create a program that furthers our mission by 
expanding our offerings to students nationwide. 

Available through the school’s Virtual Academic Center, the MSW@USC  
blends web-based learning activities with hands-on, supervised traditional field 
instruction in local communities. Students participate in live, face-to-face classes 
taught online by award-winning USC faculty and choose a specialty area to focus 
their studies. 

Whether you want to help families, children, service members or communities,  
the MSW@USC offers you the chance to earn a degree that will make a difference  
to those in need. We hope you will join us in making the world a better place.
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MSW@USC Program 
Highlights

•	 Complete your degree in the community where you live. There’s no need 
to relocate to Southern California.

•	 Participate in an online classroom with live interaction utilizing webcams, 
video chats, social networking tools and other new media technologies.

•	 Intern at an organization in your community to gain firsthand experience.
•	 Learn from the same curriculum as your on-campus classmates and take 

part in the same leadership opportunities offered through Student Org 
and student caucuses. 

•	 Experience the benefits of USC Trojan life, including unlimited access to 
our libraries, career planning and a support network of 230,000 alumni. 

To learn more about the MSW@USC, you can visit http://msw.usc.edu.  
You can also attend an online information session to learn about the  
admissions process and financial aid. To register for an upcoming session, 
visit our website or call an admissions counselor at 877.700.4MSW.  

FIELD PLACEMENTS

Field education is an integral part of  
the MSW curriculum, providing students 
hands-on opportunities with real-life  
clients. MSW@USC students must  
complete their field internships under  
the supervision of experienced social  
workers. Field placements are arranged  
by the MSW@USC placement team  
based on students’ locations and  
interests. Our students have completed 
field placements in:

•	 Social Service Agencies

•	 Government Entities

•	 Schools

•	 Hospitals

•	 Treatment Centers

•	 Correctional Facilities

•	 Nursing Homes

•	 Veterans Programs 

Krista Hopper-Pasillas  
Visalia, California 

Krista believes the child welfare system 
needs a champion and wants to be a part 
of making this happen. 

MEET CURRENT MSW@USC STUDENTS AND GRADUATES

Brock McNabb
San Francisco, California

A veteran combat medic of the Iraq War  
and a supervisory readjustment 
counseling therapist for the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Honolulu 
Vet Center, Brock chose USC’s MSW 
program because the military social work 
program helps him better serve veterans.

Michael Mann Stock  
San Francisco, California

Michael believes in social justice and  
became a social worker because of  
the advocacy component. He has worked 
at the District Attorney’s Office in San  
Francisco and the Palo Alto Unified School 
District helping adults with barriers to 
employment find jobs.

Tiffany Valdez 
West Covina, California

Tiffany currently works as a social  
worker at the Los Angeles County 
Department of Children and Family 
Services. Her career goal is to work with 
children and adolescents providing  
mental health services.  

Donalisa Helsley  
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Donalisa is the author of the children’s 
book The Day No One Played Together,  
and she has worked with children and  
adolescents in behavioral health for the 
last twelve years. Her career goal is to 
become a therapist.

Kerry Ann Barronette 
Fort Hood, Texas

A military spouse with ten years of 
experience as a child protective  
services worker, Kerry Ann’s career goal  
is to take the lead in her community  
against child abuse, sexual abuse and  
domestic violence.

3,475
Field placement  
site affiliations

LEARN MORE ABOUT FIELD PLACEMENTS
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WATCH A VIDEO ABOUT THE MSW@USC

http://msw.usc.edu/academic/field-education/overview/
http://msw.usc.edu/video
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Program of Study

First-year coursework builds a foundation to orient students to the social 
work profession. In the second year, students focus their studies in an area  
of concentration.

Concentrations

•	 Families and Children
•	 Health
•	 Social Work and Business in a 

Global Society 

•	 Mental Health
•	 Community Organization,  

Planning and Administration 
(COPA)

Gaining in-depth knowledge in one of these areas provides students with 
specialized expertise upon graduation and helps them gain practical skills 
that are useful in many workplace settings. 

 
Sub-concentration: Military Social Work

Students may also choose to add the optional Military Social Work and 
Veterans Services sub-concentration. The specialized curriculum helps stu-
dents understand military culture; facilitate service members dealing with a 
range of physical, mental and psychosocial issues; and explore the impact of 
military service on families. Students also gain valuable hands-on experiences 
through internships at places serving veterans and military families.

“ The Master of  
Social Work from  
the University of  
Southern California 
prepared me to  
do more in this 
world than I could 
have without it.” 
Brock McNabb, MSW@USC ‘12, supervisory  
readjustment counseling therapist for the  
United States Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Honolulu Vet Center

LEARN MORE ABOUT MSW@USC CONCENTRATIONS

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE MILITARY SOCIAL WORK SUB-CONCENTRATION
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WATCH A VIDEO ABOUT MILITARY SOCIAL WORK

SEE THE MSW@USC  
CURRICULUM 

MSW@USC On the Go

Self-paced Coursework

Between live classes, you  
will complete self-paced  
coursework on your  
own time. Highly produced 
video content is designed  
by expert course developers  
working closely with faculty.

Writing Support

Erase the Double Standard: equality with 
students on campus

Ladies of the West Coast

Coursework: Human Behavior and  
the Social Environment

Unit 1: Introduction to  
Human Behavior and the  
Social Environment 

Unit 2: Social Systems Theory

Unit 3: The Ecological Perspective

Unit 4: Developmental Milestone—
Ages 0 to 5

Unit 5: Psychoanalytic Theory

Unit 6: Developmental Milestones 
in Infancy and Early Childhood 
(6-12)

Unit 7: Behavioral Learning Theories

Unit 8: Empowerment Theory

MSW@USC Mobile App

With the mobile app, you can stay 
current on assignments with instant 
class notifications and reminders. No 
matter where you are, you can plan your 
work for the coming week and prepare 
for your next class. You can also take 
notes that automatically sync with  
the virtual classroom the next time you 
log in. The app is available for iPhone, 
Android, and iPad and other tablets.

http://msw.usc.edu/academic/curriculum/
http://msw.usc.edu/academic/concentrations/
http://msw.usc.edu/academic/sub-concentration/
http://msw.usc.edu/academic/sub-concentration/military-social-work/cir-video/
http://msw.usc.edu/about/meet-our-students/
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A Different Kind of   
Learning Experience

•	 Access self-paced coursework, recorded class  
sessions and lectures 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, from anywhere.

•	 Rely on a platform that provides real-time  
technological support.

•	 Schedule one-on-one meetings with professors 
during online office hours.

•	 Contact tech support with the click of a button.

2,231
enrolled students

24/7
access to coursework

60
units required

12:1
student-to-faculty ratio 

5
concentration areas

183
USC faculty members

LEARN MORE ABOUT MSW@USC TECHNOLOGY

BENEFIT FROM SMALL 
CLASSES OF NO MORE 
THAN 12 STUDENTS.

VIEW CLASSMATES LOGGED 
IN TO LIVE SESSIONS.

COLLABORATE IN LIVE, 
ONLINE CLASSES WITH 
USC PROFESSORS AND 
CLASSMATES FROM 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

DISCUSS CONTENT AND ASK 
QUESTIONS IN REAL TIME.

http://msw.usc.edu/about/technology/
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Admissions

Admissions requirements for the MSW@USC are identical  
to those of the on-campus program:

•	 A bachelor’s degree (or equivalent) from an accredited college or  
university, with a minimum of 18 units of interdisciplinary liberal  
arts coursework, spanning both social and biological sciences 

•	 A minimum cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0
•	 Strong academic promise to perform successfully at the graduate level,  

and experience in providing service to people is preferred

Full-time students can earn a Master of Social Work degree in four  
consecutive semesters. Students can also complete the program in a  
three-year (part-time to full-time) accelerated program or as a four-year 
part-time option. 

To apply, you must submit the following:

•	 Online application
•	 Application fee
•	 Two professional or academic letters of recommendation
•	 Resume
•	 Official transcripts from all previous schools
•	 Statement of Purpose

To contact an admissions counselor, email sswvac@usc.edu or call 
877.700.4MSW. If you’re interested in attending one of our campuses in 
Southern California, please email applymsw@usc.edu or call 213.740.2013.

Financing

Financial Aid

Some students may qualify for federal 
student aid. For more information on 
eligibility criteria and instructions on how 
to apply, please contact the USC Financial 
Aid office at 213.740.4444.

Scholarships

The Virtual Academic Center provides 
limited funding through scholarships. 
MSW@USC students enrolled in eight or 
more units with a minimum 3.0 GPA can 
qualify for the Virtual Academic Center 
Dean’s Scholarship. Award amounts vary 
based upon academic merit. 

Advanced standing enables students  
who hold a bachelor’s degree in social 
work and have a superb academic record 
to earn an MSW in less time. Instead of 
completing 60 credits in the traditional 
program, you can earn your degree in  
35 credits in three semesters (full time)  
or five semesters (part time).

Advanced standing admission is  
competitive, and we seek only exceptional 
students. Qualifying candidates meet the 
following criteria: 

•	 A degree from a Council on Social Work 
Education-accredited BSW program 
from the last five years

•	 A 3.25 overall GPA 
•	 A 3.5 GPA in all college-level social  

work courses

To demonstrate you can perform at the 
level of a second-year MSW student,  
we also require you to earn a B or better 
in three bridge courses you take before 
beginning the program.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO APPLY ONLINE, VISIT MSW.USC.EDU

LEARN MORE ABOUT ADVANCED STANDING

LEARN MORE ABOUT FINANCIAL AID 
AVAILABLE TO MSW@USC STUDENTS

LEARN MORE ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR MSW@USC STUDENTS

“ This program has enabled  
me to make a difference... 
I feel more empowered, and  
I feel more knowledgeable.” 
Kerry Ann Barronette, MSW@USC ‘12 

Earn your  
MSW faster  
with advanced 
standing

http://msw.usc.edu/about/meet-our-students/
http://msw.usc.edu/admissions/advanced-standing-msw-program/
http://msw.usc.edu/
http://msw.usc.edu/admissions/financial-aid/
http://msw.usc.edu/admissions/scholarships-and-loan-forgiveness/
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