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Need for Food and Shelter Continues to Grow in Peoria Area 
 
 

Peoria, IL – The impact of COVID-19 continues to be felt throughout the community as the need for food and 
prepared meals continues to grow.  During the first two months of the pandemic, The Salvation Army served 15,727 
meals with a majority going to those men staying in the Safety Net Men’s Shelter.  Prior to March when the 
pandemic hit the area, at least half of those meals were donated by area restaurants, businesses, churches and 
organizations. As the financial impact of business closures has taken its toll on so many in our community, meal 
donations have significantly dropped off for The Salvation Army. 
 
It costs approximately $456 each day to provide the men in the shelter with three meals.  The Salvation Army is in 
need of support from the local community to ensure they are able to continue to meet the demand.  
 
The Men’s Shelter has an average of 76 men per day staying with them.  How can the community help partner with 
The Salvation Army to meet the needs of these homeless men in our community?  

● Provide packaged food or fresh foods for our Family Services team to use in preparing meals (breakfast, 
lunch and dinner are provided in the shelter) 

● Provide a prepared meal that can be distributed to our men.  Meals that can be individually packaged work 
best when possible but pizzas and other grab and go type meals are great, too. 

o The Salvation Army will be able to start utilizing one or two volunteers from businesses, groups or 
organizations who want to serve the meals they provide. Strict guidelines will need to be followed to 
ensure everyone’s health and safety.  

● In addition to food, they also welcome donations of personal hygiene items for the men (i.e., shampoo, soap, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, shaving gear, bath towel and washcloth, flip flops for the shower, 
powdered laundry detergent) 

o These can be travel sized items or full sized. 
 
The Salvation Army Safety Net Men’s Shelter serves homeless men—the largest segment of the local homeless 
population. These men receive shelter, meals and access to laundry services. The men also have the opportunity to 
work one-on-one with case managers to develop their life skills and seek assistance with jobs and housing. 
 
 
 
Contact information: 

● For additional information on these needs, contact Kathy Anderson at (309) 339-3849.  

● We can provide you access to the Director of Social Services at The Salvation Army who oversees the 
Men’s Shelter if you would like to talk to someone for a story. 
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