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Adopt-A-Family Program Celebrates 20 Years
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LaJonna Newsome doesn’t know what she and her family 
would do each Christmas without the help of the Adopt-
A-Family program. 

“My husband and I are both working parents, but it’s 
still a real struggle,” said Newsome, who works as an 
administrative assistant. “We have bills – heat, water, 
the mortgage – but we also want to give our kids and 
grandkids a nice Christmas. It’s hard. The Salvation Army 
has been a helping hand for our family.” 

Newsome first learned about Adopt-A-Family as a young 
mother in 2000, the year the program was launched as a 
partnership between The Salvation Army and Star 104.5 
FM. Since then, the program, which matches families 
and seniors in need with sponsors who purchase gifts and 
grocery gift cards, has ensured that more than 37,000 
families and seniors have had food on the table and 
presents under the tree on Christmas day.

Adopt-A-Family benefits the recipients, to be sure, 
but it also leaves a lasting impact on the sponsors who 
participate. “It’s been amazing to see how Adopt-A-
Family has become a tradition of helping for many of 
our listeners,” said STAR 104.5 Program Director Kurt 
Owens. “We hear from many adopters who participated 
with their parents 15 or 20 years ago, and now they have 
made it part of Christmas with their own kids.”

This year’s Adopt-A-Family Radiothon takes place 
December 5 and 6. Those interested in sponsoring 
a family or senior in need can listen live to Star 104.5 
FM from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. and call the Adopt-A-Family 
hotline at 402-898-6050, or stop by the Westroads Mall 
to sign up in person. 

Sponsors typically deliver wrapped gifts to the adopted 
families at home, which makes the exchange more 
personal. “You just want to hug these people you don’t 
even know,” said Newsome. “I’m just so thankful for the 
people who think of others during the holiday season. It 
makes a huge difference. Without Adopt-A-Family, a lot 
of kids in Omaha wouldn’t have a Christmas at all.”

LaJonna Newsome

"Without Adopt-A-Family, a lot of kids in 
Omaha wouldn't have a Christmas at all."

Letter from the Divisional Leaders

Dear Friends, 

In the aftermath of the historic 
flooding this past spring, we witnessed 
Nebraskans and Iowans rally in support 
of their hurting neighbors like never 
before. We are grateful for – and 
humbled by – the tremendous response 
we received, 100% of which benefitted 
flood survivors. 

In the meantime, the day-to-day work of The Salvation Army in the metro area 
continues and is more important than ever. 

Each of our corps community centers is uniquely situated to recognize, address 
and meet the diverse and ever-growing needs of our metro-area neighborhoods. 
From after-school programs that keep kids safe and off the streets to food 
pantries and community kitchens that feed the hungry, to programs that help 
those struggling with mental illness, The Salvation Army sustains the bodies, 
minds and spirits of our most vulnerable neighbors. 

Maybe you’re asking yourself, “What can I do?” this holiday season to help 
in a way that will make a meaningful difference?

We have an answer for you (actually three answers!):

  • You can donate to our 2019 Tree of Lights Campaign (see pages 4-5 for 
details). 

  • You can volunteer to bell ring at one of our many locations around the 
metro area to remind people about the work of The Salvation Army (visit 
RegisterToRing.com to sign up).

  • You can pray for comfort, healing and support for your neighbors in need.

As Paul wrote to the Hebrews, “God will not forget your work and the love you 
have shown Him as you have helped His people and continue to help them.” 
(Hebrews 6:10) We and the many we serve will not forget your support of The 
Salvation Army. Thank you for indeed doing something this Christmas season 
that will make a meaningful difference to those in our city who most need help.

May God bless you richly today!

Majs. Greg and Lee Ann Thompson
Divisional Leaders

Majs. Greg and Lee Ann Thompson
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Campaign Spotlight: Chairs Dr. Viv & John Ewing

Dr. Viv and John Ewing are leading this year’s holiday 
fundraising efforts as the 2019 Tree of Lights Campaign 
chairs.

Dr. Viv Ewing has dedicated her career in both the 
corporate and the non-profit sectors to helping individuals, 
families and organizations make positive changes that 
will enhance their success and reach their potential. She 
is currently vice president of administrative services at 
PromiseShip. Her past positions include executive director 
of the Alzheimer’s Association of Nebraska, director of 
government affairs for Habitat for Humanity, assistant 
operations director for The Salvation Army Kroc Center 
and human resources manager at ConAgra Foods. 

In addition to her service to The Salvation Army of 
Omaha, Dr. Ewing’s community leadership includes 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center Board of 
Councilors, the University of Nebraska Alumni Board, the 
Governor’s Judicial Selection Committee and president of 
the Literacy Center Board.

John Ewing was elected Douglas County treasurer in 
2006 after serving as an officer with the Omaha Police 
Department for 24 years. He is also an adjunct professor 
at the University of Nebraska Omaha, and he and Dr. 
Ewing are associate ministers at Salem Baptist Church.

Kettle Pay: Supporting The Salvation Army at 
Christmas Just Got Easier

You spot a Salvation Army red kettle across the parking 
lot and undoubtedly have the best intentions. The trouble 
is, you open your wallet and discover it’s empty – nary a 
dollar to be had. 

Most of us rarely keep much cash in our wallets these 
days, which is why this holiday season, The Salvation 
Army has introduced “Kettle Pay” to make donating to 
the red kettles when you are out and about even easier. 

Instead of fishing in your coat pockets, wallet or purse for 
dollars or change, donate to The Salvation Army red kettle 
straight from your smartphone. If you have Apple Pay or 
Google Pay already installed on your smartphone, just 
activate your phone camera and scan the QR code on the 
kettle sign to get started. Or, if you have a newer-model 
Samsung phone or an iPhone X, just “bump” it against 
the kettle sign, fill out the quick and easy donation form 
that pops up on your phone screen and then donate any 
amount you wish.

2019 Tree of Lights Chairs John Ewing and Dr. Viv Ewing
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Twinkling lights and festive Christmas trees are a 
common sight this time of year, but one tree in Omaha 
stands out from the rest. The annual lighting of The 
Salvation Army’s bright scarlet Christmas tree at American 
National Bank at 90th and West Dodge Road took place 
Nov. 8, signifying the official start of the 2019 Tree of 
Lights Campaign. 

This year’s campaign goal is an ambitious one, aiming 
for a 10% overall increase from 2018 for a total goal of  
$3.1 million to support our metro neighbors in need. 
Funds raised by the campaign support The Salvation 
Army's food, housing, material assistance, youth 
development, behavioral health, older adult services, anti-
human trafficking and disaster services programs – which 
impact thousands in the metro area each year. 

“During the spring flooding Nebraskans and Iowans 
went above and beyond to help their neighbors,” said 
Jeff Beckman, executive director of development for The 
Salvation Army Western Division. “We are incredibly 
grateful for that support, but this holiday season is also 
a time to remember that the need for food, shelter and 
other basic resources in our community is greater than 
ever.” 

In addition to corporate support and funds raised via The 
Salvation Army’s iconic red kettles (see the Kettle Pay 
sidebar for more information about a brand-new way to 
donate at the red kettles this year), several community 
and business leaders are also hosting “Christmas Cottage 
Receptions” during the holiday season. 

“The purpose of these ‘Christmas Cottage Receptions’ is 
to listen to, educate and engage with new and current 
donors in a comfortable, intimate setting,” said Beckman. 
“Big events are important and have their place, but we 
want to focus on connection and relationship-building 
this holiday season and beyond.” 

If you’re asking, “What can I do?” to support people in 
need this holiday season in a “hands-on” way, consider 
volunteering an hour or more of your time as a red kettle 
bell ringer. This is a great opportunity to gather your 
family members or a group of co-workers and get your 
holiday spirit on. To sign up to bell ring at one of our red 
kettles, visit RegisterToRing.com.

To donate to the 2019 Tree of Lights Campaign, visit 
SalArmyOmaha.org and click the Donate button or mail 
a check to The Salvation Army, 10755 Burt St., Omaha, 
NE 68114. 

"The need in our community is 
greater than ever."

Tree of Lights 
Campaign Sets Ambitious 2019 Goal

The Salvation Army’s Tree of Lights stands tall outside American National 
Bank at 90th and West Dodge Road.

Nick and Anne Baxter hosted a Christmas Cottage Tree of Lights Reception 
at their home in October.
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In 2004, McDonald’s heir Joan Kroc donated $1.5 billion 
to The Salvation Army – one of the largest gifts to a single 
charity ever – for the purpose of establishing centers 
of opportunity, education, recreation and inspiration 
throughout the United States.

Recognizing the potential impact of a Kroc Center in 
Omaha, a philanthropic effort led by Heritage Services 
raised $15 million for an endowment fund, which was 
matched 4:1 by the Joan Kroc Trust. Over the last ten 
years, the endowment fund has grown to $71 million 
and provides $3.3 million annually to the Kroc operating 
budget. 

Ground was broken for the new center in 2007 on the site 
of the former Wilson Packing Plant, with a ribbon 
cutting following in 2009. A multi-million-dollar addition 
and renovation was completed in 2018. 

“You recognized the long-term potential of youth and 
families that live in this neighborhood,” said Omaha 
Mayor Jean Stothert, addressing the Kroc Center’s 

visionaries. “Because of your determined leadership, 
thousands of families are being served here at the Kroc 
Center, where they discover their hopes and dreams 
through arts, wellness, education, athletics and many 
other programs.” 

“It all started with Walter Scott, Mike Yanney and the 
Heritage Services group, which brings you right to Sue 
Morris,” said Gary Gates, one of the local leaders behind 
the Kroc Center’s construction. “Sue was incredibly 
effective at bringing in funds for this.” 

“It was a great team – not a good team, a great team – that 
made this happen,” said Heritage Services President Sue 
Morris, who accepted The Salvation Army’s 2019 Extra 
Mile Award at the event. “Howard Hawks found out 
there was going to be $60 million coming into this city if 
we were able to raise the additional money and put aside 
those funds into an endowment. Once Howard decides 
we’re going to make something happen, we’re going to 
make that happen.”

Also honored at the event was Terry Moore, who received 
the 2019 Others Award in recognition of his philanthropic 
efforts, his decades of community service and the many 
partnerships he has formed over the years. 

“Terry Moore was an incredible leader in working with 
the Kroc family and getting south Omaha designated to 
be one of the premiere sites for the Kroc Center,” said 
Yanney.

“We say ‘you, us and we’ – never ‘I.’ ‘I’ does nothing,” said 
Moore in his remarks at the event. “We can do anything 
when we work together. And this is what we did.”

Former Omaha Mayor P.J. Morgan (left) presented The Salvation Army’s 
Others Award to Terry Moore.

"It was a great team – not a good team, a 
great team – that made this happen."

The Salvation Army Kroc Center6

Ten years ago, a small but mighty group of Omaha 
leaders and philanthropists envisioned a world-class 
recreational, educational and cultural facility that would 
offer the people of south Omaha the opportunity for 
fitness, entertainment, education and enrichment. Today 
the Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center in 
south Omaha is a 144,000-square-foot space with 150 
employees and 4,000 members – a place for people of 
all walks of life to connect with one another, discover 
their God-given gifts and nurture their bodies, minds and 
souls.

On Sept. 26, more than 120 community leaders gathered 
at Kroc Center Omaha to honor Walter Scott, Jr., Sue 
Morris, Terry Moore and others who brought this vision 
to fruition.

The Salvation Army’s highest honor, the William Booth 
Award, was presented by Central Territory Commissioner 
Brad Bailey to Walter Scott Jr., whom he described as  
“a man of humble origins – much like Salvation Army 
founders William and Catherine Booth – who has 
become internationally recognized for his business and 
philanthropy.” 

“The leadership Walter Scott has given this community 
is unparalleled,” said Mike Yanney, who hosted the Kroc 
Center anniversary event with his wife, Dr. Gail Yanney. 

“He does it because he loves Omaha, he loves Nebraska, 
and he loves helping people. And it’s all from the heart. 
When Walter Scott decides he’s going to take a project on, 
everybody wants to be a part of it.” 

Upon accepting the William Booth Award, Scott expressed 
his gratitude for the work of The Salvation Army in 
Omaha. “No other organization provides the help and 
services that The Salvation Army provides,” he said. “We 
are happy to have you in Omaha, and we appreciate all 
the things you do.” 

The Salvation Army Honors Kroc Center Visionaries
Walter Scott Jr., Sue Morris and Terry Moore

From left to right: Lt. Col. Ward A. Matthews, Commissioner Brad Bailey, Maj. Lee Ann Thompson, Water Scott, Jr. and Maj. Greg Thompson

Heritage Services President Sue Morris received the 2019 Extra Mile Award.
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It all started with good intentions. After handing a few 
dollars to a group of men on the street corner, Dick 
Guinan was scolded by the late Pastor Bob Timberlake, 
who was executive director of the Open Door Mission 
at the time. “He said there was a better way to support 
people in need,” recalled Guinan.  

“Pastor Bob,” as he was known, connected Guinan and 
his wife, Theresa, with The Salvation Army’s Winter 
Night Watch program, which delivers hot meals and 
clothing five nights a week from December through the 
end of February to homeless and near-homeless people on 
Omaha’s streets. 

“Kids were running after the food truck in flip flops in 
the middle of the winter,” Guinan remembered. “My 
wife was in tears. She went out and bought every pair of 
second-hand boots she could find in the city to hand out 
with the food.” 

Although he no longer hits the streets with Winter Night 
Watch when the temperature plummets, Guinan – who 
received The Salvation Army of Omaha’s Philanthropist 
of the Year Award at the annual meeting and Red Kettle 
Club reception in October – is still a loyal supporter of 
The Salvation Army. He gives much of the philanthropic 
credit to the employees of his company, Panel Tech.

“It comes out of their pockets, too, and they are fully on 
board,” acknowledged Guinan. “The Lord has blessed me, 
and the company has grown, so we’re doing what we can 
do.”  

“Panel Tech has not only generously donated hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to The Salvation Army, they also roll 
up their sleeves and volunteer with Winter Night Watch 
every year,” said Jeff Beckman, executive director of 
development for The Salvation Army Western Division. 
“That kind of quiet commitment to serving human needs 
is truly at the heart and soul of our mission. We are 
grateful to Dick and his staff for their generous support.”  

From left to right: Panel Tech employees Paul McDonnell, Carl Christianson, Anne Guinan, Dick Guinan and Kyle Zorz
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Volunteer Snapshot: Mark Krogh, North Corps 

Mark Krogh still remembers the curious look that 
crossed Salvation Army Volunteer Coordinator Kay 
Weinstein’s face three years ago when he told her he had 
recently retired from his job as a data analyst at ConAgra. 
What Krogh didn’t know when he showed up at Western 
Division Headquarters to sign up as a volunteer was 
that a day earlier, The Salvation Army North Corps had 
called Weinstein in need of help – specifically, help with 
collecting and organizing data. “I think I have a place for 
you,” Weinstein told Krogh.

Since 2016, Krogh – who received the Western Division 
Territorial Volunteer of the Year Award in September – 
has put his skills to use several hours a week collecting, 
organizing and tracking data for The Salvation Army 
North Corps’ Community Care Kitchen and youth 
development programs. After listening to what the staff 
needed, he also recently developed a system to simplify 
the complicated quarterly and annual reporting processes. 

What Krogh didn’t expect when he committed to volunteer 
at North Corps was that he was also enrolling in what he 
calls his “own personal development project.” From his 

predecessor, Krogh learned what he now considers the 
most important part of his job: how to greet every person 
who walks through North Corps’ doors in a way that 
communicates respect, welcome and love.  

Each weekday at 11:30 a.m., Krogh takes his seat at a 
table just inside the door of the North Corps gym, where 
the Community Care Kitchen serves a free lunch to as 
many as 200 men, women and children, many of whom 
are homeless or near-homeless. Krogh greets each person 
by name and chats with them as they sign in.

“It’s easy to have a posture of impatience,” he said. “But 
my goal is to interact with people in a respectful way that 
expresses the love of Christ and the care of The Salvation 
Army.”

Krogh – a self-described “IT geek” who is most at ease 
when he’s navigating a spreadsheet – is the first to admit 
that the people-part of his volunteer work doesn’t come 
naturally to him. But he believes the North Corps 
lunchtime sign-in table is exactly where God has called 
him to be. 

“This is truly a story of being called out of my comfort 
zone,” Krogh said. He often looks to the Gospels and to 
the people at North Corps for guidance. “We are to love 
our neighbor, we are to love as Jesus loved His disciples, 
and we are to love like the Father, who did not abandon 
His Son in His hour of greatest need. Christ calls us to 
a love that doesn’t abandon. I see that kind of love here 
at North Corps all the time. For me, it’s an exercise in 
learning to love and learning to express love.”

Interested in volunteering? Call Kay Weinstein at
402-898-6000 to inquire about available opportunities.

Maj. Adam Moore presented the Western Division Territorial Volunteer of 
the Year Award to North Corps volunteer Mark Krogh.

"My goal is to interact with people in a 
respectful way that expresses the love of 

Christ and the care of The Salvation Army."
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Small Town Spotlight: Hornick, Iowa
Nine Months After the Flood

Given the scope of the devastation, some small towns 
would have simply folded, but that was never an option for 
Hornick, Iowa (population: 253). In the wake of historic 
flooding last March, residents buckled down, determined 
to clean up their homes and get back to business as usual. 
“This town has a real sense of community,” said Capt. 
Chris Clarke of the Sioux City Corps, which has assisted 
Hornick with long-term recovery efforts since the start of 
the disaster. “The people here have become like family to 
us.” 

The Salvation Army of Sioux City hosted a community 
steak dinner and a school supplies giveaway in Hornick 
before the start of the school year. “We are trying to do 
everything we can to help residents in their long-term 
recovery,” said Capt. Chris.

“This town wouldn’t have come nearly as far as we have 
without The Salvation Army’s help,” said Hornick resident 
Julie Byers, who stopped by the dinner and backpack drive 
with her seventh-grade son. “We appreciate it so much.” 
Back in March, the Byers family had two feet of water in 
the main floor of their house. Ultimately, they had to gut 
the main floor and reconstruct the foundation. 

In addition to providing three home-cooked meals 
a day in the early weeks of recovery, Capts. Chris and 
April Clarke and their team of volunteers went door-to-
door to assess needs and help keep residents hydrated 
as they began the daunting clean-up process. Because 
many Hornick residents did not have flood insurance 
and were not eligible for FEMA funds, the gift cards to 
home improvement stores and the $500 grants provided 
by The Salvation Army helped those impacted by the 
flooding purchase building materials, pay utility bills, 
make mortgage and rent payments and refill prescription 
medications.

“The people here have been through so much,” said John 
Hariluk, a recently retired truck driver who came from 
Sioux City to volunteer at the dinner. “Being here makes 
me feel part of the community and lifts my spirits,” he 
said. 

Julie Byers agrees. “We are a really tight-knit community, 
and everyone here helps each other,” she said. “I wouldn’t 
want to be anywhere else right now.”  

John Hariluk of Sioux City pitched in at the community steak dinner for 
flood survivors.

Hornick families picked up back-to-school supplies donated by The 
Salvation Army.

"This town wouldn't have come 
nearly as far as we have without 

The Salvation Army's help."
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Red Kettle Club Reception Honors Omaha Businesses, 
Philanthropist & Volunteer of the year

More than 60 Red Kettle Club and Omaha Advisory 
Board members turned out Oct. 10 for the annual meeting 
and reception at Champions Run in Omaha. Guests were 
treated to a video presentation featuring highlights from 
The Salvation Army’s 2019 flood-relief response and a 
keynote address by performance psychologist Dr. Jack 
Stark about working within crisis situations. Dr. Stark 
is best known for his work with both Creighton and 
University of Nebraska athletics, including his leadership 
as the team psychologist for Nebraska’s 1994, 1995 and 
1997 national champion football teams.

Also honored at the event were Outstanding Volunteer of 
the Year Mark Krogh (see story on page 8), Outstanding 
Philanthropist of the Year Dick Guinan (see story on page 
9), Red Kettle Partners of the Year Hy-Vee and Nebraska 
Furniture Mart and Community Partner of the Year 
SpartanNash.

Mike Gibbs, human resources and community relations director of Spartan-
Nash, with Majs. Lee Ann and Greg Thompson

'Tis the Season to Consider A Year-End Gift
It’s that time of year again: Christmas carols are jangling 
on the radio, lights are twinkling from trees and we are 
making our lists and checking them twice. 

With the end of 2019 just around the corner, you might 
be considering your year-end charitable giving and asking 
yourself, “What can I do?” that will make a real difference 
in my community?

The good news is, there are several types of year-end gifts 
that can help The Salvation Army make a tremendous 
difference in the day-to-day lives of our most vulnerable 
neighbors, including: 

   • A Gift of Appreciated Stock – When you itemize, 
you’ll receive an income tax charitable deduction for the 
full fair market value of the shares, and you’ll avoid capital 
gains tax on the appreciation (even when the gain has 
never been taxed). 
  

   • An IRA Charitable Rollover – If you are 70½ or 
older, the IRA Charitable Rollover (or qualified charitable 
distribution) allows you to make a charitable gift and 
satisfy your annual required minimum distribution 
without paying taxes. 
  
   • A Charitable Gift Annuity – In exchange for your 
gift, you’ll earn guaranteed fixed income and qualify for 
immediate tax savings. 

    • An Outright Gift of Cash – The easiest way to make 
a year-end gift; simply mail a check or make a gift online 
at SalArmyOmaha.org. 

We would be happy to mail you a detailed brochure 
about any of these options, as well as other year-end 
gift opportunities. Please call Linda Garbina, divisional 
director of planned giving, at 402-898-5913 or email 
Linda.Garbina@usc.salvationarmy.org to request a 
brochure or with any questions you might have. Thank 
you for your support! 



The 1st Anniversary Gala Concert Honoring 
Nebraska and Iowa Flood Relief

Reserve Your FREE Tickets Now for the March 14, 2020 Concert!

How Can 
We Help?
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As we approach the one-year anniversary of the historic 
Midwest flooding, you are cordially invited to a special 
concert in honor of the people and businesses who assisted 
in the Nebraska and Iowa flood-relief efforts. 

The Rise Above Gala Concert will feature The Nebraska 
Brass Band and a combined choir from Reeder and 
Wheeler Elementary Schools (Millard Public Schools), 

 with special guests The Salvation Army’s Chicago Staff 
Band and Mannheim Steamroller's Karly Jurgensen 
Daniel. 

This is a FREE concert, but guests must have tickets 
to attend. Tickets can be ordered from Ticket Omaha 
beginning Dec. 14 by visiting ticketomaha.com or calling 
866-434-8587.

The Salvation Army Western Divisional Headquarters
10755 Burt St., Omaha, NE 68114 | 402-898-7700

SalArmyOmaha.org


