
GRACE PLACE 
Grace Place Update: Many repairs needed, population increases 

Since we moved into our new home in New Richmond there have been 

several ups and downs.  As with all old buildings many things have broken 

and have needed repair since we moved in, the costs of the new building 

have gone well above our budget and of course we find ourselves trying to 

make ends meet again.  Currently we are about $35,000 in the negative 

with major repairs our building has needed including having to replace two 

heating units at a cost of over $10,000, broken dishwashers, a burst pipe 

in the kitchen, two of our washing machines have broken and as this story 

is being a written, a dryer has made it to the needing repair list.  We knew 

we were in for some unforeseen expenses with moving into a building that 

had been empty for some time and then suddenly filling it with people who 

would call it their home.  What we didn’t realize is that so much would 

break right away, or all at once.  With God’s grace and the generosity of 

our donors, we have been able to make the needed repairs and keep the 

heat on, for the most part, in order to keep our residents warm.  And, 

speaking of the residents of Grace Place, there are many. 

Recently Grace Place Shelter Manager Lori Scheder commented, “I don’t know what we would have done this year if we 

wouldn’t have moved here.”  Currently, Grace Place Shelter is over the projected capacity of our first year of operation 

with 42 residents, 20 of those are children including 6 babies under 12 months of age and 2 pregnant moms due within 

the next couple of weeks.  Grace Place is also home to children from four different school districts at the present time.  

Scheder goes on to say, “The last four families we have taken in have been sleeping in their cars” before coming into 

shelter.  We have over what we can afford to care for in shelter but, as she says, “we can’t let babies freeze”.   

When asked what the top needs at the shelter right now are, beyond the obvious financial needs,  Scheder gave a list of 

several baby items including: high chairs, diapers, wipes, bottles, pacifiers, and children and adults socks and underwear.  

She said, “it’s cold out, and these kids need to have socks on their feet.” 

Moving into our new facility has had many ups and downs.  Being able to take in as many people as we have over these 

cold months has been a good feeling of not having to turn people away.  The downside of course is the added cost of 

caring for many more people than we couldn’t have predicted needing shelter 

this quickly.  We are ever so grateful for the support of the community that has 

really come behind the shelter and the residents that live there.  If it weren’t for 

the generosity of St. Croix County many would be going without the shelter 

Grace Place can provide.  If you would like to help Grace Place by making a do-

nation or dropping off some of the items listed above.  The address is 505 W. 8
th
 

Street New Richmond, WI  54017, or, if you would like more information call 715-

246-1222.  You can also always visit the website at www.sagraceplace.org or 

“like” St. Croix County Salvation Army on Facebook. 
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Red Kettle Campaign has another           

successful year 

After a very slow start, the 2014 Red Kettle Campaign end-

ed on a successful note!  Heading into the 30 hour mara-

thon ring on December 18th and 19th, we at the Salvation 

Army in St. Croix County were very concerned our goal 

would not be met this year.  This was very concerning to 

our staff and volunteers who know that raising money dur-

ing the Red Kettle Campaign is how we are able to help 

people in need of emergency assistance throughout the 

year.  If the funds are not raised, we end up having to turn 

people away from the vital help that they need.  And, we at 

the Salvation Army do not like turning people away.  Thank-

fully, the 30 hour marathon ring created an opportunity for 

more people to become aware of our predicament and at 

the end of the campaign we not only met our $130,000 

goal, we went just over the goal coming in at $130,220.90.  

Thank you to our wonderful donors who helped us raised the funds needed during the Red Kettle Campaign.     

Thank you to all of our volunteer bell ringers, donors, store managers, and the community who supported the Red 

Kettle effort.  Your donations and time will go toward helping the growing population of families and individuals in 

need in St. Croix County.  

If you would like to have a bigger role in the Red Kettle Campaign next year and get in on the ground floor of planning 

and helping to coordinate the effort, we need you!  Please see the article in this newsletter that talks about forming a 

committee to help with the effort or call Duana or Angela at Grace Place to learn more.   

County Market in Hudson presented our Salvation Army Bell Ring-

ers with a $500 donation.  Thank you County Market for your gen-

erous donation and for allowing our presence during the Red Kettle 

Campaign!  Many businesses allow our Bell Ringers and we so 

appreciate all of them! 

30 Hour Marathon Ring is a success! 

Two volunteer bell ringers Jeremy Lilyquist and Derek Gilbert, for the 

fourth straight year, committed to standing out in the cold for 30 hours 

straight in an effort to raise $60,000 in just 30 hours.  This year, the duo 

not only met that incredible goal but also beat it by raising $63,843.00.  

We at the Salvation Army were simply blown away at the generosity of 

individuals, businesses and the community that supported their efforts.  

Heading into the marathon ring, the red kettle numbers were dramatically 

lower than in previous years.  Their success along with the contribution of 

donors during that 30 hours truly helped the campaign get back on track.  

A special thank you must go to County Market in Hudson who once again 

were so accommodating to our ringers for 30 straight hours!  They are 

always so hospitable to us taking ownership of the space in front of their 

business for 30 hours and we could not do it without their willingness.  

Also, thank you to everyone who stopped by and helped cheer our mara-

thon ringers on including our brat cookers from Associated Bank, Senator 

Harsdorf and the many musical talents that made an appearance!  The 

two days were full of fun because of you!  There are already plans to ring next year for the annual 30 hour tradition but 

the two hope to raise the goal once again.  One can only imagine what those two will have in store for the next time 

around. 

Jeremy Lilyquist and Derek Gilbert stood for 30 

hours in the cold in order to raise $60,000 in St. 

Croix County to combat homelessness. 



Did you Know?  The St. Croix County Salvation Army has a Facebook Page?  Like us on 

Facebook at St. Croix County Salvation Army to learn all about the fun events we participate in, 

volunteer opportunities, and how our organization is working to Do the Most Good! 

R&D Catering/Ready Randy’s sponsors most successful Silent Auction event yet! 

The 2014 Wine Tasting Event was the 

most well attended in the event’s 11 

year history.  For the past 11 years 

R&D Catering/Ready Randy’s has 

sponsored the event to benefit Grace 

Place and Serenity Home Shelters in 

St. Croix and Polk County. This year, 

besides it being the most well attend-

ed, the benefit raised over $12,000 to 

support those in shelter.  

Many businesses and individuals 

sponsored the event and donated items to the Silent Auction.  The Rick’s played live music once again and 

many games were played all in order to benefit those in need.  The appetizers and desserts provided by 

Ready Randy’s and R&D Catering were simply spectacular.  The event will be happening again next year and 

is always done the Saturday before Thanksgiving.  It is a great place to start Christmas shopping as there is 

always a variety of wonderful silent auction items.  It is also a great place to kick off the Holiday Season with 

friends and know that the time you spend together is also benefiting people who find themselves homeless 

particularly over the Holidays.   

This year at Grace Place Shelter we had 42 individuals in shelter for Christmas, 21 of which were children.  

We are so thankful for all the businesses, individuals and the community who support these events through-

out the year.  Your donations and attendance to these are how we at Grace Place are able to provide hous-

ing, warmth and food to those who need it.  Thank you again to everyone! 

Many friends were able to  enjoy the appetizers and desserts at the Silent Auction 

event at Ready Randy’s/RD Catering.  This was the 11th Annual Event.  

Love Baskets and Grace Place Celebrate Christmas  

December 21st individuals, families, organizations and 

churches came together to help families in need at Christ-

mas time.  The event was held at the Somerset Middle 

School as it has in years past.  This Christmas celebration 

gives families an opportunity to do some Christmas activities 

with their children including pictures with Santa.  Also, at the 

event, families who have signed up in advance are able to 

pick up gifts that have been donated to their family to help 

their children have a nice Christmas.  Thank you to every-

one who donated their time or dollars toward the event.  

Many families were able to provide their children a very nice 

Christmas because of your generosity. 

THANK YOU! 

VOLUNTEERS & 

DONORS! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how you 

can volunteer or   donate 

to help in your community. 

Salvation Army -           

St. Croix County 

505 W 8th Street         

New Richmond, WI 54017

(715) 246-1222 

The Mission Statement of the Salva-

tion Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an international 

movement, is an evangelical part of 

the Universal Christian Church. Its 

message is based on the Bible. Its 

ministry is motivated by the love of 

God. Its mission is to preach the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet 

human needs in His name without 

discrimination 

Salvation Army– St. Croix County 

505 W. 8th Street 

New Richmond, WI  54017 

 

Return Service Requested 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID         

MAILED FROM 

ZIP CODE 54810             

NON PROFIT 

PERMIT NO. 7 

We are updating our data-

bases.  If you have recently 

moved or changed your phone 

number please give us a call 

and let us know so we can 

keep you up to date on every-

thing we are doing! 

St. Croix County                 

Board of Directors 

Randy Calleja - Chair 

Jennifer Suit - Treasurer 

Jackie Rivard 

Mike Darrow 

 Bruce Elliot 

Amy Tancig 

Davyann Lee 

 

If you are interested in learning 

more about our organization or 

becoming a board member,  

contact Duana Bremer at       

715-246-1222. 

Red Kettle Campaign Committee to Form,            

interested candidates should inquire 

The Annual Red Kettle Campaign recently wrapped up 

for the year.  This year proved to be one of the more 

difficult campaigns yet.  After surveying the results and 

meeting with staff, volunteers and our board several 

suggestions have been brought forth.  Currently, the 

Salvation Army is seeking individuals to be on a board 

that’s primary responsibility would be to take on owner-

ship of the campaign to help ensure its success as we 

head into the next year.  With our expanded facility in 

New Richmond, the success of the campaign is impera-

tive.  A concentrated effort toward ensuring that would 

be very beneficial toward the program.  Ideally the com-

mittee would begin meeting soon in a hopes that a plan 

for this campaign could be hatched out and accom-

plished as we head into the next campaign.  If you are 

interested in serving on the Red Kettle Campaign 

Board, please contact Duana Bremer or Angela 

Moulton at Grace Place in New Richmond.  The phone 

number to the shelter is 715-246-1222.  You can also 

email Angela_Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org or 

Duana_Bremer@usc.salvationarmy.org Thank you for 

considering.   
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