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Salvation Army To Launch 2 Million Pound  
Food Drive, Largest Ever In Twin Cities 

 

Collection Will Help Families Impacted by Pandemic’s Continuing Effects 
 
ROSEVILLE, Minn. –  The Twin Cities Salvation Army announced plans today for a record-
breaking food drive to be held March 1-26, in an effort to aid families still reeling from the 
economic impact of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The stated goal of collecting 2 million 
pounds of non-perishable food would represent the largest single food drive ever held in the 
Twin Cities. 
 
It won’t be news to most people that a record number of people have been impacted by the 
pandemic. More than 750,000 Minnesotans have experienced job furloughs or layoffs, which 
represents one-fourth of the state’s workforce. During this same time, Minnesota food shelves 
have seen a record 3.83 million visits, and The Salvation Army reports 40% of people visiting 
their food pantries last year had never visited one before. 
 
The Salvation Army has seen a 155% increase nationwide as a result of the pandemic and, 
regionally, its Northern Division (which includes the Twin Cities) distributed nearly 5 million 
meals to families last year. The need for food assistance will continue throughout 2021, and by 
collecting 2 million pounds of food, The Salvation Army expects it will be able to provide 
another 1.2 million adult meals to struggling Minnesotans. 
 
“The most critical need today is keeping Minnesota families fed,” said Lt. Colonel Dan Jennings, 
commander of The Salvation Army Northern Division. “Unfortunately, the hardships created by 
the pandemic continue, and we don’t see this need abating any time soon. We know it will take 
an army of people to provide relief to all those in need, so we’re asking for the community’s 
support to help us collect 2 million pounds of food.” 
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People can drop off non-perishable food at nearly 100 Twin Cities locations March 1-26, 
including all metro area SPIRE Credit Unions, Cub stores, Morrie’s Auto Group locations, and 
Salvation Army Family Stores. In addition, individuals or organizations can host their own food 
drive with a provided starter kit.  
 
The food drive will culminate in a community-wide, contactless, drive-through collection on 
March 27th, when food drive partners and individuals can drop off their collections at Salvation 
Army Headquarters in Roseville. For a list of suggested food items, to start your own food 
drive, to volunteer, to make a financial gift, or for more information, visit 
2MillionPounds.org. 
 
Interviews with Salvation Army leaders and partners are available; please contact Dan Furry 
using the options listed above.  
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The Salvation Army Northern Division annually helps 450,000 people overcome poverty, addiction 
and economic hardship through a range of social services, meeting human needs without 
discrimination. By providing food for the hungry, emergency relief for disaster survivors, 

rehabilitation for those suffering from drug and alcohol abuse, and clothing and shelter for people in 
need, The Salvation Army Northern Division is #DoingTheMostGood at 62 operation centers in 

Minnesota and North Dakota. For more information about The Salvation Army Northern Division, 
please visit SalvationArmyNorth.org. 
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