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Pandemics and the Homeless 

COVID 19 has impacted lives everywhere.  Many lives have been 

lost and many have been sick and gotten better.  While we do not 

know the future of where this global pandemic will take us, we do 

know, so far, how it has impacted us.   

Back in March, when COVID-19 Safer at Home orders were handed 

down, the shelter remained open but closed its doors to volunteers, 

staff that could work from home did so and our residents only left to 

go to work and come home.  Staff  temperature checks began, 

masks were distributed and  plexiglass shields were put into place.  

We hung social distancing signs around our shelter and limited the 

amount of people that could be in certain rooms at one time.  We, 

along with the rest of the world, implemented vigorous cleaning     

and sanitization procedures and continue to practice these as this is 

being written.    

Grace Place continues to follow local health authorities’ guidance 

and will continue to do so throughout the pandemic.  We are also still 

serving our community by helping homeless families and individuals 

who need shelter.  We are taking temperatures and monitoring eve-

ryone who stays at Grace Place for symptoms.  As we continue to 

navigate these COVID 19 waters, we are excited to say that we have had success in getting some families into per-

manent housing and continue to help others in shelter.   

The generosity of our community has been amazing during this time.  We have not been able to find some much 

needed items for our shelter but you all have come through for us!  We could not help others without your help!  

When we, too, ran short on toilet paper, it showed up!  When we ran 

low on hand sanitizer, it showed up!  When we didn’t know how we 

were going to be able to keep up with the demand for services, your 

donations showed up!  Our community blesses us so much by your 

generosity.   

Pandemics are scary things with all the unknowns.  For our homeless 

who are already often hopeless when they arrive at Grace Place, YOU 

help provide the hope in your generosity. Your donations mean we 

have soap and water to keep hands clean. Your donations help us 

have cleaning supplies, masks, thermometers to keep everyone 

healthy and your donations mean we can help others move from 

homeless to having a home to call their own.  We appreciate your con-

tinued support and your prayers.  We are praying for all of you, too.  We are very thankful for your generosity.   

 

Director Duana Bremer showing some of the 
safety measures Grace Place implemented as soon 

as safer at home measures were put into place. 



Did you Know?  The St. Croix County Salvation Army has a Facebook Page?                                  

Like us on Facebook at Grace Place Salvation Army to learn all about the fun events we participate in,         

volunteer opportunities, and how our organization is working to Do the Most Good! 

For more than 100 years, The Salvation Army has 

provided hope and healing to those on the front lines. 

A fresh take on the tradition of Donut Lassies         

delivering sweet treats to soldiers during World War I, 

The Salvation Army continues to honor the tradition 

each year by celebrating  National Donut Day.  This 

year, we chose to  honor the men and women who 

are fighting to protect the most vulnerable during the           

coronavirus crisis.   

We celebrated June 5th by bringing Donuts to     

Baldwin, New Richmond and Hudson Hospitals as 

our way of saying Thank You to those who work hard 

to keep our health safe!  Jennifer Salaba, Grace 

Place Case Manager, had a great time delivering  

donuts and smiles! 

Hudson Hospital Donut Delivery! 

Westfields Hospital Donut Delivery! 

Western Wisconsin Health Donut Delivery! 



ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS: 

We are currently in search of landlords looking for renters. 

Grace Place has a Housing Navigator who is actively working 

to ensure clients find housing to help them get back on their 

feet and independently housed.  If you are able to help the 

homeless find housing and work with our Housing Navigator 

to help get people off on the right foot, please give Scottie a 

call at 715-529-2795.   

Help the Homeless find Hope and a Home for their Fresh Start! 

FRESH START KITS 

At Grace Place Shelter, we not only help the homeless with emergency housing but we also 
work hard every day to help individuals and   families get into permanent housing.  Over the 

past few months, we have been able to successfully move 38  families into permanent 
housing and, every time we do, we are so excited for them!  Often times we have items on 
hand to help families or individuals with items they may need in their new home, items like: 
brooms, dustpans, toilet brushes, cleaning supplies.  Oftentimes we do ask on our Face-

book page for help with these items.  And, our community shines  every time we ask.  What 
we are wondering is...maybe a group or a family would like to take on the “Fresh Start Kits” 
for families starting out in their new home?   If you are interested in learning more about the 

Fresh Start Kit, contact our Angela Moulton at 715-497-4438                                                                                     

Initially, these are some of the items that could be included:          

Broom and Dustpan                                                                                    

Mop and Bucket                                                                                        

Cleaning Supplies & Toilet Brushes   

Kitchen Towels & Hot Pads 

Bath Math 

Silverware 

Cutting Board        

If you would like to mail in a              

financial donation:   

Grace Place 

505 W. 8th Street 

 New Richmond WI  54017 

 

Toilet Paper 

 

Paper Towels 

 

New Bed Pillows 

 

Cleaning Supplies  

(Fabuloso, Windex, toilet bowl cleaner) 

 

Clorox or Lysol Wipes 

 

Batteries (AA, AAA, 9-volt) 

 

Over the Counter Meds 

(Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Allergy) 

 

Bath Towels 

 

Garbage Bags 

 

Silverware (used is fine) 

 

3M Command Hooks 

 

Office Supplies 

(Tape, Tape Dispensers, White Out) 

 



Did you know, you can receive your newsletter in your inbox rather than your mail box?  If you would  
rather receive the electronic version, please just email your email address to:   

Angela.Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org along with your name and  
postal address and we will update our records to  

include YOU for the electronic newsletter! 

Thank you! 

GIVE BIG MOST SUCCESSFUL YET! 
This year, on April 28th, Grace Place participated in the Give 

Big St. Croix Valley online giving day.  The event  is held    

annually and many local non-profits participate.  Grace Place 

has participated in this online giving day annually and we 

have been so thankful for the donations that have come into 

our shelter because of it.   

This past April, due to Coronavirus, we were unsure of how 

the day would go.  So many of us were staying home and many were uncertain about the    

future.  To our utter surprise, Grace Place had its most successful GiveBig fundraising day yet!   

We raised $6,865 to help the homeless and others in need in the St. Croix Valley.   

 

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed and helped make the day a success.  The 

funds raised from the day will help Grace Place Shelter continue to provide shelter for     

homeless families and help others who may be in need of utility/rent assistance into the next 

year.  Thank you! 

Chaplain Support Line Available 7 Days A Week 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, The Salvation Army of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan launched a new support line.  It is available every day for people who need           
someone to talk to.  The number is 888-651-7294 (SAWI), will be available from 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. every day and will be manned by trained Salvation Army chaplains. 
"We will take calls from people across Wisconsin and Upper Michigan who need a word 
of encouragement, who are feeling alone with no one to talk to, and who are looking for 
spiritual care and prayer," said Pastor Alexis Twito, Chaplain Coordinator. 

tel://888-651-7294


The Silent Messengers performance a success! 

The Silent Messengers performed on 

March 1st to support the local homeless 

shelters.  The performance was held at 

Immaculate Conception Church in New 

Richmond.  The local group has          

performed many years on behalf of Grace 

Place and Serenity Home Shelters        

located in Polk and St. Croix County.   

The local group started this a few years 

back and it has been well attended by 

many wanting to celebrate the life of     

Jesus during the season of Lent but also 

wanting to help the shelters at the same 

time.  This year was our best attended performance and we are so thankful for the support.  We had 

reported that the group was ending their performances due to the organization’s director retiring 

from serving in this capacity.  But, we learned there may be a chance that the Silent Messengers 

could be back in some form under new leadership.  We were excited to meet them at our event this 

year as the couple considering the venture used to 

be a part of the Silent Messengers group.  What a 

cool story!  We will wait to see where God leads this 

group and we, of course, will work to see if we can 

bring this popular group back during Lent again.  

We love what they do and love this ministry!  What 

a great support they have been to our homeless, 

too. 

Many other thanks go to our volunteer group that 

helps pull this event together.  Also to Immaculate 

Conception Church in New Richmond for being 

amazing hosts.  Their volunteers were fantastic in 

helping us navigate the building and the kitchen 

space.  

BIG Thanks goes to our soup sponsors and dinner rolls sponsor.  Thank you to: Amery Family   

Restaurant, Not Justa Café, Wild Badger, Ready Randy’s and Next Door Café.  Thank you also to 

Family Fresh—New Richmond.  You are all so very generous!  

Thank you also to the many who attended and donated to help this be a great event that we hope 

brings a reminder of why we have Lent and who Jesus is to our world.  Thank you to all!  We will 

keep you posted on what the future holds for this event.  We are excited that it may yet be able to 

continue! 

Thank you volunteers for helping serve up some yummy soup! 

Thank you Silent Messengers for your                       

amazing performance! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how 

you can volunteer or   

donate to help in your 

community. 

Salvation Army -           

St. Croix County 

505 W 8th Street         

New Richmond, WI 

54017(715) 246-1222 

The Mission Statement of the 
Salvation Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an internation-

al movement, is an evangelical part 

of the Universal Christian Church. 

Its message is based on the Bible. 

Its ministry is motivated by the love 

of God. Its mission is to preach the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet 

human needs in His name without 

discrimination 

Salvation Army– St. Croix County 

505 W. 8th Street 

New Richmond, WI  54017 
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St. Croix County                 

Board of Directors 

Randy Calleja - Chair 

Mike Darrow 

Pastor Keven Morris 

Lois Michaelson 

Bill Miller 

Marianne Skifstad 

 

If you are interested in learning 

more about our organization or 

becoming a board member,  

contact Duana Bremer at       

715-246-1222. 


